
London, Aug*- 1688. 

Onn Agents & Councill in Bengall. 

We liave with great impatience read your letter of the 26‘'* of August ’87 
to our President and Oouncill of the Port, & are grieved to see how you trifled 
away time upon frivolous pretences, lost the season of going to Ohittegam, & 
engaged our Forces in unheathfull places to the loss of the lives of many of our 
■ woi’thy Countrymen, & to the iiTeparahle dishonour of 6ur Nation & the ruin 
of our trade in Bengali, if our worthy Generali on the other side of India had 
not steadily pursued our Orders, & thereby recovered the reputation to our King 
& Nation which you lost by disobeying or- neglecting our orders, 

It is a vauitie for you to fancy that your prudence or subtilQr procured at 
last those goods terms you obtain’d of Abdull Sumud when you & our forces 
were, by your errors aforesaid, reduced to that low condition you were in upon 
the Island Higiley. It was not your wit or contrivance but God Alrhighty’s good 
providence which hath alwaies graciously superintended the affaires of this 
Comp”- particularly by the success he was pleased to give our Generali on Surrat 
side in tiakeing the effects of all the Moors, Mocha, Bussorah & Persian Fleets 
which were of a prodigious value and caused a deep stand of trade in all the 
Mogull’s Dominions, for that neither Banians, Armenians, Egyptians, Turks, or 
Persians would give out any money to the numerous poor people of India to set 
them on work, nor indeed had they wherewith to do it, because all their effects 
were actually or in danger of being carried into Bombay, This fatall disap- 
pointment of tbe whole Trade of India caused insurrections '& an universall 
lamentation & cry not only of the Natives but of the other Nations aforesaid, 
“Peace with the English or we must all starve,” & this caused the Mogull himself 
out of his known humane benign disposition & love to mankind to send Cossids 
& Dak chowkie in haste to Bengali & ail places to make up the Breach'j & one of 
his greatest Princes to Surrat in such manner & with such expr^s instruc'jtions 
that the English should remaine contended :, * ^ 

From hence we do rationally conclude against the opinion of ojurAgent 
hP’ Charnock that if you had immediately according to the King our So- 
vereign’s orders & our own proceeded directly for Ohittegam while our Forces 
were strong & vigorous, the Mogull would have concented to our holding & 
keeping that place in amity with him notwithstanding we know it is very 
dear to him & would have granted you the fairer & the better terms. But 
since it hath pleased God that as his Providence overrules all things in the 
world as well small and great to determine this warfare otherwise then we 
designed, we are not now willing suddenly after the pacification to enter into 
any new warfare with the Mogull, but to hold all his Governours & people 
strictly to the terms he hath agreed with us, & never to suffer any fresh injuries 
from thepi, for which purpose we desire you to make us a speedy & full returns 
as possibly you can of our great stock in your hands & hasten in all our old 
debts, keeping in tbe Country as small a stock as is possible, for certainly it was 
our great estate lodged in their Country which gave them the Confidence to 
abuse at the rate they did formerly, together with an opinion infused into 
their minds by the wicked Interlopers & that Faction, that whatever Faction, 

that whatever injuries they did were so fond of their Trade that we would 

never revenge it, or so poor and impotent that we would not do it:, 

"We have now wrote a respectfull Letter to the Mogull & intrusted our 
Generali with the management of it, of which letter you have a copy enclosed, 
whereby you will observe our endeavours to mend your faults & obtain that 
by fair means which ypu neglected when you had swords in your hands. It will 
be your part to advise our Generali what place may be best for our shipping, & 
ifiay not reasonably be requested of the Mogull, who we doubt not but will 
allwaies keep his Peace with us while we maintain our trade at Bombay & 
keep that place in a such strong posture of Defence as we have resolved to doi 
with God’s assistance :, 
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Tou must keep your Picars ® & all that deal with you under the same suh- 
jeclaon that the Dutch do, & not spare the Obawhuck t where there is cause for 
it, for it is a most egregious folly to thiuk that people hred up in slavery can 
be managed without severity:, 

Though our Agent he extreamly to blame in the matters before receited, 
& it may he for want of use, is not so fitly qualified for martiall affaires, yet 
we will believe he is an honest man & being so will double his care & diligence 
in makeing amends in the course of our trade for the errors he committed in 
Warfare, & therefore we will bear him out in his command, & in the place we 
have set him, & we require aU persons of what degree soever under him and all 
other English in Bengali to pay him that’ duty & respect which is due to the 
Chief of their Nation in that Country dureing the absence of our Generali, who 
may in due time visit those coasts, & we doubt not w'ill find our Agent in 
all mercantile affaires deserveing that trust we have committed to his charge 

We have writ our Generali President & Council of Port S‘- George to 
suply you with a competent number of Pactors & Writers, & we intend to 
send you by the next ships ten Hospitall Boys for Writers, which we would 
have you keep strictly to their Duties as the Dutch do, & for willfuH neglects 
or faults to punish them or any others under our Agent & Councill in the 
same manner, we haveing no less authority from our sovereign then the Dutch 
have from there sovereigns, to keep all that serve us in due obedience to such 
superior as we have set over them :, 

Eaw Silk of Bengali is much fallen in price & therefore you must get at 
least 20 p c*: abated of the old rates or otherwise send us very little, & not 
any at all of any other sort, letter or numhar, than what is contained in our list 
of which take speciail notice 

Your Taffaties are a noble commodity, of which you can never send us 
enough, being well made & well bought:, 

Tour clear Shellack of Cossimhuzar is liltewise a sure commodity, he 
thoughtful & industrious to procure & send up all you can thereof, hut send 
us no Turmerick on any terms whatever, for we have enough allready by us 
to serve Europe for four or five years 

Por other particulars of commodities we referr you to our list or memoriall 
for that purpose, which we have drawn with great circumspection, & would 
have you pursue it with more care & punctuality then your predecessors did 

This ship the Ghandois carry no stock expressly directed for your place, 
but considerable stock for the Port, so much whereof as our Generali President 
&*: may think you need we have ordered them to send down to you, & when we 
have f^ advices from you, we shall determine what more to send you directly, 
or by way of Port S*- George :, 

Wq would have you be restless in your requests to the Nabob for a mint 
at Hugly, hut not to spend our money at that Durbar so profusely as formerly. 
But haveing wrote our Generali President &J: at the Port more fully concern- 
ing this matter, we hope our Generali may procure better terms & with less 
expence from the Mogul! himself than you can from the Nabob 

Tour seizing and sending up Davis to the Port was one of the wisest and 
best of your aettons, & we commend you highly for it, tho’ by a mistake in 
Judgement, our President blamed you for it, keep up our power & your 
own, & you preserve your honor & all things will go well, but wWe the reins 
of Government are slack nothing can prosper 

Look in a most especiall manner to the sorting of our goods, that is the 
life of our Trade ; in any failuxe of that kind we would have you never pardon 
the offender but turn Mm instantly out of our service of whatever quality of 
Degree he he, & trust not wholly to any others in that matter hut see all you 
can & as often as you can possibly with our own eyes, & what yon cannot see 
yourself by reason of other business, of distance, of place, examine afterwards 
yourself hy opening some of the bales & inspecting the quality of the goods, 

& where you find persons just and faithful! as M' Peachy was at Maulda . 

• View, priqwly Paikar, H. A dealer, a shop-keeper, an intermediate dealer or ageni^ a broker j also one rrho 
goes ahont srith goods for sale, a hawker, a pedlar. — JFihon’s Cflostary of Indian Terms. 

t Chawbuck, properly ebabnk, corruptly ebawbnk H. A whip.— 



ClierisTi & encourage them, & those you find have cheated or abused the Com- 
pany as Pownsett & Harvy did at Decca, secure their estates to make the Com- 
pany satisfaction in India, because if they escape home with their ill-gotten 
goods, little is to he recovered of them without tedious suits in Chancery which 
we have neither leisure nor a constitution fit to follow & solicite :, 

Continue to press the Nabob to remedy our Pactory at Matilda in as good 
condition as it was foi’merly, & to performe strictly all the other Articles of 
their agreement with you :, 

M' Prenchfield was comeing home before the late warr began «& wee have 
heard holds no good correspondence with our Agent Oharnock, & wee have 
paid so dear for your Pactions formerly, that although we have a respect for 
Prenchfield we dare sufiTer no new factions to bud or sprout up against our 
Agent, whom since we dare trust in the head of our business in Pengall, we are 
resolved to trust him thoroughly haveing reaped excellent friut from that method 
in the great confidence we have reposed in our Generali S'' John Child, & there- 
fore we do hereby discharge Prenchfield from our service, at present giveing 
him leave to return for England or reside at Port St. George in the quality of 
a free Merchant at his own discretion 

And we have returned M'‘ Ley to be third of our Oouncill of the Bay & 
sorter of our goods at Hugly or at Cossimbuzar, at either place where our Agent 
may think he may do us the best service, he being a conscientious, faithful! man 
that may be trusted, we have likewise appointed him to be our Judge Advocate 
in Bengali, with two such assistants as our Agent shall appoint to join with him 
in the execution of that imploymen t, for which purpose we have given him a 
Commission which He will produce to you, & in case of liis death which God 
foi’bid. We appoint such person provisionarily to succeed in that Office of 
Judge of our Admiralty Court as you bur Agent & Oouncill shall direct, & we 
have further directed him to be our Register of Assurances according to the 
rules and limitation contain’d in a paper sent you apart with this packet, which 
you are exactly to confirm unto :, 

You must likewise appoint some proper person to be our Attorney Generali, 
who is to exhibit complaints to our Courts of Admiralty against all offenders as 
he shall be directed by you after the manner used in Bombay, of which M’'- Ley 
•hath seen somethmg there, & will see more of the methods of our Said Courf& 
officers belonging thereunto at Port S‘- George as he returns to you by that 
place :, 

We have directed him likewise to bring you from the Port an abstract of 
all the receipts of our Revenue there, that you may collect the same there so 
far as reasonably you can in which our Agent will do us a singular Service, 
and if you can’t reach up to the Pattern of the Port in regard of the different 
circumstances of that place, you may however Raise what Revenues the Dutch 
do in Bengali after their methods, & more we will not desire of you :, 

We hope you will so manage that place or Town of IJlaburreah which you 
have articled for that it may in time become a famous and well governed 
English colony, and render unto us & our Successors a considerable revenue 
which may go far towards defraying the charge of our Sloopes in the Ganges 

The late despatches of our ships from the Bay in former times has been an 
unconceiveable dammage to us, we hope our Agent now he is delivered from 
these perplexities he was formerly engaged in, & from the controul of his 
secret & peevish enemies of his own Oouncill, & the underhand dark & mali- 
cious suggestions & designes of the Interlopers to obstruct the course of his & 
our honest Servants affairs, will be in condition to demonstrate that he is a man 
of business and dispatch in all Mercantile affaires as well as of Justice & fide- 
lity to his Employers :, 

Keep all our Servants in strict obedience to our Rules & to a sober vertu- 
ous & frugall conversation, & now you are at some ease, read over again many 
of our former Generali Letters in .which probably you may find some usefull 
instructions of precepts which we may now forget to remind you of, and you 
might overlook in your late confusion 

We are all ready overstockt with Petre, and may reasonable expect a deal 
more in a very short time & therefore it would be of considerable advantage to 
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Qs, if you could find out, any commodity weighty & of small price that would 
■ pay freight & serve to ICintlage our ships in lieu of Petre, for which purpose we 
have named clear, transparent Shollack to you, & in many of our former Letters 
we have mentioned Beeswax, we know it is not easy to procure a quantity there 
cheap, but now you are at greater leisure we ho])o you will look further and 
contrive better for our interest than your Predecessors did,, among other things 
of that kind M'- Board began the manufacture of Hempen or Plaxcn Canvas, 
which if our troubles & his own indisposition had npt prevented might have 
grown in time to a considerable commodity, when your Weavers had learnt the 
art of making it not altogether so stiff & apt to fret w'*'- they would soon have 
come to, & yet have made it full as strong like the best Hollands Duck of 
which tlie low sails of our ships are generally made, and in a little time your 
Weavers miglit have afforded tliat Commodity much cheaper then they did at 
first, for wo have allwoics found any new commodity dearer by almost lialf at 
first then it is after your workmen ai*o well practised in the making of it, as it 
happened formerly in your Taffatics of Cossm*- 

This we recommend again to your fresh endeavours 

You must likewise remember allwais to provide in the best time and on the 
best terms two full ships Loading of Sugars for Persia, not so much for the bare 
profit we hope to obtain by that commodity but because it is necessary for us 
to create an Employment for our great Ships, the sight of which sailing in India 
tends much to the security & honour of our affairs, & discourage such as wish 
us not well from affronting or qurrelling with ns :, 

We have contracted with all Commanders & owners as you will see in the 
copies of their now Charter parties that all ships shall carry for ns the same 
tonnage from Port to Port in India which they are obliged to bring home for 
Europe, & therefore you must not fail to send Rice and Provisions enough on 
hoard every ship of ours hound for Port St. George or Bombay, nntillthc Com- 
manders say, or give in writing under their hands that they can take in no more, 
to the intent that when they come to make up accompts with ns here, & we 
find they fell short of carrying their full tonnage between Bengali & the Port 
they may have no pretence for avoiding the making: ns an allowance for such 
defect by telling us they took in all the rice &l which you had or would send 
on’ board them;, 

You have with this packet the copies of three contracts made with the 
Armenian merchants when we thought our Warr with the Mogull would have 
continued a great while longer than it did, and if we had thought otherwise, we 
should have made some variation in it, however*, since it is done and many 
Nationall advantages accrue to this Kingdom thereby, especially to the English 
Navigation, we resolve for this year at least to keep our Bargain inviolably with 
them, and ^though we have a liberty by the contract hereafter to restrain Bay 
goods intirely to the Company, We will for this year make an alteration but 
require you to suffer them fully to enjoy all the priviledges granted to them by 
the Contracts aforesaid nntill you receive our ord“ to the contrary :, 

*. But least we should he overcrowned with Bay Goods belonging to private 
persons as we were formerly with Cuttanees,’^ we have by an order of Court 
inclosed withdrawn the indulgence granted to all English during the Warr for 
bringing home of Bay Goods upon any ships that shall depart Gravesend 
from after the first day of this instant August 1688:, 

Your Cotton Yarn being of course sorts is very Bnlkey and would be a 
brave commodity to fill up onr great sMps with dispatch, if we were not grossly 
cheated iu the buying of it, But such hath been our misfortune in Bengali 
for some years past that we have been shamefully abused in prices of allmost 
every Commodity, which we hope our new Agent and Councill will take cafe to 
, prevent, and provide for ns and send the quantity of 100 tons of cotton yarn if 
it can be obtained for the sorts and winding formerly ordered at thirty cent, 
cheaper than your last rates of that commodity, and if yon can get itfouriy *5^* 
cent, cheaper send us two hundred tons thereof, by which, notwithstanding such 
abatement with you, we shall he very small gainers, our end in trading in your 
Bengali Cotton Yarn being principally to promote the English Navigation. 
By the last we had from you we lost ten c*: of our Principtill :, 

• Cuttauccs pinpcrl; Kntan-H. Linen cloth; also Linseed.— TTiVfon’f O?o»arjr Jncfian STmnf. 
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By the Tincall you last scut us wo lost 70 c‘: and therefore we think ic 

might be the return of some of our own Bactors, alive or dead, from China or 
other parts Eastward, & invoiced so high for their private advantage. Enquire 
strictly into it and see to got us satisfaction from the estates of those that put 
that cheat upon us. We sold that wo had 56^-6” cent, which was above the 
midling price, and wo now make known to you that you may the better know 
how to buy that Commodity hereafter to make us savers, which is as much as 
we hope for by a Kintlage Commodity :, 

Our last Opium cost 98 Eupees maund, sold here for 3' : 09® : by which 
(loss of weight considered) interest'** custome, freight charges & all is lost, of 
which pray consider & sec to buy that Commodity better hereafter & send us 
some of it, the best you can procure, because we would not loose any Commo- 
dity for one disappointment 

Let it be your great care to send us the best of any Commodity, & then 
it will not fail to find a vent at one time or other, but your last shell-lack was 
stark, naught, as well as dear ; if you could meet with a fine sort of it, such as 
comes from Pegu, & we have sometimes bad from the Port, it would turn to a 
very good acco‘: & you may send us fi.fty Tons thereof besides what we have 
writ for from other places 

If we arc not misinformed the Dutch make some Revenue of Chinsura 
w'*": is their Ward or Precinct of Hugly as Purtobpore is ours, and we expect 
you should be hereafter as wise as they are in makeing y': same Revenues of 
our part or Precinct of Hugly as the Dutch doe of their’s, and why should 
you not insist upon haveing y': farming of Ballasore as we had it formerly in y®: 
lime of Bakes’ Chiefship, and as iP: Bugden farmes it formerly on his own 
aeco‘; Certainly you might contrive by the means of that Place to create some 
addiconall Revenue to y'; Comp®; if you employ honest, carefull men there 

The clear Shellack desired you must pick up by degrees and in severall 
Places and be industrious and thoughtful! about y®: procuring of it all y®: year 
throughout, ITor we heare you cant buy a great Parcell and very good at once, 
but you will have Trash crowded upon you or mixe with y*: good 

Of y': best white Sugar Candy which is usually made at Tessinde '^9'fectly 
well dryed you may send us 20 or 30 Tons if you can buy it at 7 Rups. ^ 
maund little more or less, you must put it up in dry cheste secured from y®: 
sides Ends, Tops and bottoms of y': Chests with a little Cotton and a Course 
Wrapper as your fine goods are from Cossambuzar, but we would have our 
Agent himself not to trust wholly to samples, without seeing some of y®: Parcells 
with his own eyes, and the whole by such as he can rely upon 

The obtaining of this Commodity to be made good and send us safely as 
aforesaid, wo know is a workc of Care & time and must be done by degrees 
which we recommend most particularly to our Agent because of y®: great want 
we have of Kintlage goods in Bengali, while we are so very much over-stored 
with salt Petre of which we would bring no more for these 2 or 3 years if we 
could possibly contrive to make our ships sail-worthy w***: out it 

When raw silk or any other Commodily is dear send us y': lesse of it, & 
the more of any Commodity writt for when it’s cheap and very good :, 

Give your money early out for Talfaties, you may procure y®: great quantity 
* of y“:, 

Settle Maulda ffactory again as soon as possible you can, it being certainly 
a very gainfull ffactory, if you have an honest Chief and second in it. We would 
trust none sooner than M': Peachy there, by y®: goods we have had sent from 
him, tho‘ : we know him not otherwise but we love to acknowledge the man’s 
mcritt. Let him buy such sorts of Raw silk at Maulda as are to be had there of 
y': numbers wrote for in our memoriaU, We being well assured that place for 
what it afforde is cheaper by 20 cent than Cossambazar :, 

We are apt to think you might with a little paine & correspondency 
procure yearly Quantities of y®: best sort of Shellack & Bees Wax, and it may 
be y': ri*ght sort of Shellack from Racoam, pray try your skill therein, and at 
every other place where those Commodities are like to be had, but this likewise 
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miist become by degrees and witli industry. Por you must never expect that 
any new thing. will fall into your hands of itself or y‘: you can easily meet w“* : 
great pareell very good at once;:, ' ■ 

Possibly some of y® : Armenian poor Merch‘“ : which can travell further for 
2 days than you can or will, with y® ; charge of ten shillings, may be fittest to 
employ to provide those Commodities for you or for themselves, being encou- 
raged by you to that effect, especially since by our Contract if they desire it 
they may bring those Commodities for Europe by our Shipping for their own 
acco“ : and the niore they doe . so bring especially of Kintlage goods, the better 
it is for the English Navigation, and for the Company 1, . 

Tho* W have wrote for a great quantity of Indico from Surratt of severall 
sorts yet considering your want of Kintlagc goods and that Agra is within 3 
days journey of Pattana, from whence you have all water carriage which, is 
much cheaper than land carriage, We are apt to think if you were in y® : way of 
it you might buy Indico cheaper in.y®: Bay than we can buy it in Surratt where 
the land carriage from Agra is so much further and dearer. We would therefore 
for an experiment desire you to huy carefully and send us fifty Tonns of Indico 
viz*: 20 Tonns of the best sort, ten tonns of the 2^ : sort, ten tonns of the 3^: sort, 
and ten tonns of the 4*'* : or cheapest sort of all ; but we shall like it altogether 
as well as better if you can perswade y® : thrifty experienced Armenians to break 
the Ice first in buying and bringing tliis Commodity by the way of Bengali on 
our Ships for Europe for their proper acco* : and for the following reasons :, ’ 

1®* Because if they so bring it it serve as well to Kintlage our ships as if 
Ave brought it ourselves:, 

2'* If you employ not our stock in Indico you may employ it in other 
Commodities that may turn to as good of a better acco* :, 

3^ When the Armenian’s Indico comes hither it is ours if we like it w*'‘out 
being at any Disbursm* : or hazard of y®: Sea, paying y“ : 30 ct : advance 
on y® : prime cost :, 

4. If we take it not to ourselves on those terms we shall send it for them 
to Turkey, or farr enough out of y® : way for spoiling our own Marketts at 
home :, 

6. Whether we take it to ourselves, or send it abroad, it must certainly 
pay y“ : and us the custome and duties reserved by our Contract before we part 
with it, so that every way we have reason to Conclude this Armenian Contract 
will prove in the end of great advantage to y® : English Nation in generall as 
well as to the Comp® : in particular, if you do your part in being kind and 
courteous to them :, 

We had formerly from you a sort of strong cloth called Erundee cloth, 
which was bought very ill and dear, & that dear & ill buying of it together 
with our Buyers being unacquainted with the use of it caused us to forbear 
sending for any more of it, but now we have (as we conceive of M* Charnock) 
a good man at the helm, we are willing to try it again being both to loose an 
usefull Commqdity, especially so staple and strong a Commodity as that is, if 
Europe were well acquainted with y® : wearing of it, & therefore we disire you to 
send us ten Bales thereof to be made full yard wide & 30 covids long, thick 
and strong cloth, and four Bales of Erundee yarn not cross rules. Wee ad- 
venture again in hopes by degrees to bring it into use especially consider- 
ing it is a cheap heavy commodity, and may stand us in great stead tow^® : lading 
our ships, if by your care we can buy it so cheap & well as not to loose by it :, 

Tour town of Ulaburrea we understand hath depth of water suflScient to 
make Docks and . conveniences for the repairing any of our biggest ships, and 
is a healthful! place, and therefore we have added a paragraph in our Letter to 
our Generali, Since we subscribed our letter to y® : Mogull, that if he can obtain 
a Piermaund from y® : Mogull for our holding that place fortifyed, w*** : the same 
imunities & priviledges we hold ffort St. George, we will he therewith con- 
tent w“':out looking farther, or being at any new charge in contending for 
any other fortifyed settlement in Bengali :, 

But then considering that you may be at a losse for good Pilots up y®: 

• Ganges in case of the Death of George Heron and one or two more of the 
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best of your Pilots, Tve find it necessary to give you leave at any time to 
make oboise of any of tbe soberest of our young Master or Midshipmen that 
are Tvilling to stay in the Country, to make Masters of our Sloopes and to 
bring up for Pilots in y®: river Ganges, the rather because now we have 
such a place of our own as XJlahurrea, we could have none of our ships 
hereafter to ride in Eallasore road, spoiling their ground tackle, and wearying 
out their men rowing such long stretches :, 

We would likewise have all our Ships hereafter homew^: bound, (now you 
have y‘: conven*: place, be made clean to y®: Keel before they take in goods 
& to stiffon their sheathings w***: new n^s w®’’: will tend very much to y®: 
expedition of their passage as well as to y®: security of ship’s goods & men lives, 
so commending you and our affaires y®: guidance and Protection of y®: Almighty 

, We remain. 

Your Loveing Priends, 

BEN BATHURSH, Goo’-;, 
JOS^: CHILD, JDep*% 
CHANDOSE bahon op, 
EDWARD, 

JOHN MOORE, 

H. OH^: SANTHE, 

J. JOHNSON, 

JHO: CHAMBER, 

TH: RAWLINSON, 

JOSEPH HORNETT, 

TH: BOONE, 

RO; MARSHALL, 

H. PASPRIGHT, 

WILLIAM BOMSEINE, 

B. HUTCHINSON. 


Bsd.“— W. G. B. 
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Public Despatch from England. General No. 10. ' 

London, September 1689. 

To — The Generali, op India and 

President and Council o£ Fort St. George. 

• »«*«« 


Wee shall deduct from y® Commander of Bengali what we lost by his not 
« r .1 ». takinginfullloadingofricefortheCom- 

Sbip J?enffo7i to allow lor not loading Rice. ± tj! ° n iji-i-. 

^ pany s account. If our Green cloath which 

Green cloth to he eent to Bombay, &'*. g^y Jg useleSS at the Fovt be any 

part of it undisposed at our Generallls arrivall with you, we hope he hath sent 
it to Bombay or Persio, or otherwise disposed of it better or worse for to let it 
lye by to he eaten by your white ants, is dead losse. 

Wee like well the releasement of your Company of black Merchants and 

„ „ , ^ , . , , ^ .the contract you have made with them, 

of, hut we thought it would have been for at 

Caiiicoo ranch wanted. least double the quantity of those sorts 

of callicoes you mention, which are now much wanted here, and will continue 
a great commodity till our warehouses are well replenished again. 

Tour delay in coining silver coins for Sumatra &“ are a disappointment, 

Want of silver coyncs a damage to affairs ntt and loSSe tO US, Speedy exeCUtlOU of wliat 
Sumatra, Company’s orders to be punctually obfcrved. yQ^ bave OUP pOSitive Order foi’ We alwayS 

expect from you and pray let it he so for the future. 

Our Presidents charitable bounty to seamen at Johanna we wish may 

rrcsldcnts charity to Sailors commended and hud its desired effect aS tO thcir healths 
Comp", encouragement. ^ jf prove SO, it shall not Want further- 

ance on the Companies charge. 

The cloath you desire as also some Vermilion and Quicksilver shall he 

« t.. . V . . j • a a 1 sent by the first ship, but we dare not 

Cloath &” scut, but tot lot desired and why. ,, ..ij. 

send to much, least your great trade from 
China where Vermilion and Quicksilver are usually to be had on cheaper terms 
than in Europe should spoil our markets at the Port or yours both which we 
would avoid being as much for your good in your honest undertaking, as for 
our owne. 

Altho* we have hitherto been most unfortunate in Bengali we cannot 

M' Chamoc^ not charged with misfortunes in charge AI' Charnock With any dlshoUCsty, 

_ and are therefore very sorry you did not 

consign your permissive adventure to him in Chief joining others that you 
liked with him altho’ we did not absolutely by our order of permission enjoyn 

Two Cnpitnli Boyers in India not allowable and yOU^Or OtherS to it. It being aS fatall in 

reason why M' Chamock's method for proenring India to make two capitall English buyers 
Articles of peace not appmv^ of. would be hereto make 2 English 

sellers of East India goods which is in effect two Bast India Company”- 
Chamock’s great mistake and our loss for want of Bengali goods proceeds 
from an old notion not only of his but of other Englishmens that by forbear- 
ing trade in the Bay we shall compell the Natives to confirme the twelve 
Articles of peace agreed with him, and taking that notion for good he argues 
well & rightly, that permitting others to trade spoils that game of the Com- 
panys, but he does not at the same time consider what a mighty charge of 
demorage of ships and sloops loss of men and maintenance of Factories y® Com- 
pany is at waiting y* moors leisure for confirmation of our Articles which we 

e .X, . . B „ -c c « shall never bring them to by such charg- 

able delays, but were better to bring away 
all om* ships and put a finall end to all the companys charge in Beng;all except 
the Banksall at Ballasore taken by Captain Heath, which wemay keep if we are 
able to defend it as we do Fort St.. George and raise a revenue and a numerous 
Inhabitants there fmm whence there is no doubt, but most sorts of goods 
would be brought us from the upper parts of the Ganges for our money and if 
it be objected that the poverty of the people is such that they cannot provide 

, Goods proeumWe for money much ebeaper tban gOOds eXCept • money be deliv^d OUt tO 
advancing money to mercbnnts before bund, it them before hand. WCe Say 1“ yvQG knOW 

prevents several large oxpenees. they are not all SO poor hut that many 
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bouglit ready made as ive find by evident instances and discourse with Captain 
Boury and others coiisiderably cheaper and bettor than over o'c bought them 
when vro gave out our money before hand and wero at such excessive expenses 
in building and maintaining many largo factories great and constant presents 
Sloops Pilots and a hundred other chai'gcs. 2'* Wee say in a case of holding the 
Banksall at Ballasore by force and maintaining that place only in all Bengali 
our force riches and charge will bo united and by tl»6 multiplying of people 
u’o hiay create a Bevonuo to support that charge, we shall not have so many 
cheats put upon us as are basely practised in most subordinate Pactorlcs, and 
until the course of trade be settled between the Ui)or Townes of the Ganges - 
and Ballasore wo shall be competently supplied with good from Benbarris, 
Pattaha, Dacca, Maiilda, and Oassimba'/ar by t.he pcuuissivo trade allowed to 
Armenians, Portuguezo, Banians, Jews, English, and it may bo the Dutch and 
Proiicb, which will remain in Bengali and bo glad of correspondence and other 
means of getting money by tlio English, of which there arc some and among 
them Parsons Evans, and M' Trcncbfield and others which have all this lime 


of trouble in the Bay maintained too fair a correspondence with the Natives 
„ , , in secret opposition to M"" Charnock*s 

Pnrsons iCvniii! corrcsnoiuioaca saniiurca. . i ‘ i 

innocent and sincere designs and purposes 
for the public good out of wbioli evil this good may emerge by accident not by 

, their good purpose or. foresight that while 
by VO Mogul we stand at defiance with the moors in 

iVivnio iriuics Miowed, but not ni yo Compimy’a Bengali (as we are I’csolvcd to do Until 

those Articles of peace made with us are 
confirmed by the Mogul’s Pbirmaund) such separate Englishmen as those we 
have before mentioned may remain and trade in the Country not as the Com- 
2 )anys Servants nor at the Oompanys charge but as. free men which may profit 
theniselvea and much further the permissive trade, wo do allow to English and 
all Nations during the war by which upon all ariivall here wee gain as much as 
we will bo contented with for the commodities of Bengali rather than sneak or 
bribe or submit to anything dishonorable to our Nation or the Company or 
anything less then is contained in those twelve Articles which wore agreed and 
signed mutually by Agent Oliaruock and y® Nabob’s Deputies upon y® close of 
ehai’gahle War which cost the Oomjiany viss and modis above five hundred 
thousand pounds besides the loss of a great many brave Englishmens lives, 
neither will we give any present to the new Nabob for obtaining any such 
Pliii’maund, but stand upon it in point of rigiit as duo to us and to be delivered 
us without oliai'go for to make any base submissions to them at this time and 
trust our money abroad again in their subjects hands would but encourage 
^ them to surprise us again and use us worse than over they did before. 

And if upon due consideration our General, yourselves and our Agent in 
If UniinBoro not to 1)0 ]<ppt, or yo trmio not niuount- Bengali should appi'cliend that we are 
ing yo oiinrgo to y" wJtiniriHv from Uionco. unablo by forcG to hold and foi’tify our 

Banksall, &®% at Ballasore or that the trade we shall thereby have will not be 
worth so great a charge in such case you may quit that likewise and put a 
final end to all y* Oompanys charge in Bengnll ordering all our people and 
„ , , , ,, effects to Fort St. George and Bombay and 

continue by stoops and otherwise to gall 
and affront the moors in Bengali on the shoar and at sea as you have oppor- 
tunity with litt-lo charge by commissions to private ships and otherwise which 
\rc doubt not hut will in a little time bring them to do right to us and them- 
selves in the confirmation of the agreement made with them and in the mean 
„ , time having peace with the moors on 

Surrat side we doubt not but to supply 
these mai’ketts competonly with Bengali goods by the permissive trade we 
allow and some permissive ships wo sliall give leave to sail from hence directly 
from Bengali and home and to find our accounts in it as well as ever we did 
in tinies of peace in Vincents oi‘ any of his Predecessors time. 


Considering the vast charge we shall he eased of by this method which in y® 
mo.st peaceable time did amount to y" nearest we can compute great part of the 
cost of our whole investments. Thus you have our opinion and resolution in 
this weighty concern wherein upon much consideration and conference with 
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tlie most experienced persons we think ourselves estreamly in y® right yet if it 
- , , * * , , „ *1 • I please God to be so propitious to us that 

our worthy Generali be alive and with 
you or on that side of India when this letter arrives, Wee leave it to him 
being upon the place, to alter or take any other measures in this great affair 
that he shall judge more for our advantage. 

Captain Bowry and others that have brought home Bengali goods upon 
„ . ^ , ,, , , our permission will we conclude again 

cent pfer cent by them over and above y* 
allowance for our permission which causetb some to repent that slipt that oppor- 
tunity of returning their effects for England. 

■ • « « s « « 

* 

Wee know not well wdiat a kind of Fort that is at Ballasore taken by 
•Fort att Bnllasorc taken ‘by Captain Heath con- Captain Hieatb whlch the mOOl’S built Upon 
sWereti. 01’ near the place where our Bankshall 

■ was formerly as we suppose and if you are in possession of it when this arrives 
you must consider of what use it may be to us and whether it be woitli y® 
charge of keeping or not we conceive it may command all ships and boats going 
into the Biver of Ballasore, but they are small and few. -It cannot be any 

succour to our ijreat ships rideing in 
Brdlasore Boad, the shoal water will 
hinder them from coming nearer that Fort 
than within five or six leagues and our 
ships in Ballasore Boad do generally ride in a hard and dangerous Boadstead 
and many of our men come to sickness and death by their constant labour of 
rowing so far in such a rough sea which we would -willingly prevent all that 
in us lyes and therefore if the Moors will allow us to fortifie ourselves at 
^ • X ^ .X Ohuttanuttee where our ships may go up 

and nde within y® command of our guns 
it would be so much better for us. Though it should cost us a bribe of thirty 
or forty thousand rupees to the great men to be paid when we are possessed of 

40|000 Bs. ordered to be given for a Phlroiaund. the Moguls FhirmaUlld for that and for 
12 Articles insisted njwi by ye Company. confirmation of the twelve Articles 

made with M® Oharnock, but the confirmation of those Articles we insist upon 
in right and will not purchase them. 

In you settle in Bengal you must order our Pilots and govern yourselves 
Unteb method to be observed upon a resettlement m y® settlement and Collection of OUr 
iuBengiiii. Bcvenue after the same manner as y® 

Dutch do in those Townes which they possess in that Oountery, so commend- 
ing you and our affairs to the guidance and protection of the Almighty. 

We remain. 


Whnt benefitt. 


Its Sitnntinn very inconvenient and wiiv. 


Mr. George Cook 
. to be 4 tb of Council and 
Pilkington last. 



Tour very loving friends, 
BENJAMIN BATHUBST, Govr. 
JOSIA. CHILD, Deptity. 

JOSIA. CHILD, Junior. 
THOMAS COOKE. ' 

JOHN COOKE, of Austin Friers. 
JAMES EDWABDS. 
BERKELEY. 

THOMAS FBEDERICK. 

JOHN GOODERE. 

JOSEPH HERNE. 

WILLIAM LANGHOBN. 

NATH. MODNTENET. 
RfCHARD. HERNE. 

WILLIAM SEDG'^nCK. 
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+ We have been so exceedingly obliged to relacons of . Mr. George Cooke for- 
merly at Persia, y‘ notwithstanding bis former too intimate correspondence with- 
Palcons creature of Syam, we would have you now make him ditli of our Council 
at Port St. George, except oiir General have before this comes to your bands 
• placed him in some other Stac6n which he likes bettor. Wee would have you 
likewise make M'- Richard Pllkington who formerly was at Syam, youngest of 
our Council at y® Port as soon as he shall come thither to which place his father 
our present Tho Pilkington hath ordered him to repair as soon ,as he can. 


London, 30th May 1690. 

Our President at Fort St. George, Elibu Yale, Esq. 

Wee have in our general letter by this ship given you our thanks for your 

prudent management of our concerns and 
Mr. Yaio proceedings oppinuded. intend in our next to give you a further 

testimony of our gratitude and although we think it is improper as well as 

beneath the honor of the Company to send 
Method for proouniig peace witii Moores nme . creeping to Bengali to make a separate 

peace with the new Nabob Dacca upon his Perwanna or letter of invitation, 
since the war is now a generall or nationall war between the English and 

Moores until an universall Peace he made 
^ Seasons why. Representatives of our Nation our 

Generali and Councill of India, residing at the Bay as you, will observe by 
general letter accompanying this. Yet in regard all sorts of Bengali goods 

are now exorbitantly dear in Europe and 
Bengali goods very deare. pyould not willingly hold a Candle, 

wee may say a torch to the Dutch to make a harvest in Trade of our totall 

neglect of those Bengali commodities. 

Method tor procuring,- directed. therefore thought fit to im- 

power singly and with secrecy to employ such persons, as you shall think most 

^ ^ faithful! and able in your own name or 

Sumnottoeroeods ,000 s. Otherwise to invest the value of twenty 

or five and twenty thousand pounds sterling in Bengali goods which you may 

send down at once or at twice rather (for 
How to be sent nnd why. would uot Venture too much of our 

stock at one time on a hazardous enterprise and it is our desire, that the 

stock 'you send down for the Companys 
■ • accomp* should be one half in rupees 

coined at the Port and the other in Dollars to he sold, hut not to stay 
the coining of them in the Bay and in the meantime wee think you may do well 
, ^ . to hold a respectfull correspondence with 

aho s aTor o ee preserve Nahoh at Dacca, who hath begun 

it first with you, in which you may assure him that tho you cannot make a 
finnP Peace of all differences, because that must he done by the Generall and 

CessuUon of Arises offered upon tbe Const nnd CouUCill aforesaid, yOU Will UOtwlt^hstand*. 
B»y- ing presume and take upon you to enjoyn 

on that Coast a' cessation of all hostility while your small trade in the Bay 
continues, and untill a perfect Peace he made by our Generall and Councill 
aforesaid, for and on behalf of the whole English Nation. 

Whom you should intrust in this affair of our Bengali Servants that 

Persons to be intrusted to make y* iuTcstment att yOU have witfi yOU We will UOt determine, 
M' Tales election. leave to your choice to imploy such only 

as you have alwaies found faitlifull, and not to let the persons themselves know 

Affairs to be transacted in private names and why. *bey are employed for the Company's 

account but to carry the matter so secret 
at least for a time as if they were employed only for the account of yourself 
and friends and so let them go as private Merchants without the Pomp, state 
and charge that would be requisite if they were known to be employed for the 

Persons sent to return with the same ship. . Company. Let thosc that go On errand 
' • be bound to return to you by the same 

ship or sloop that carries them there and when you have nor until you have the 

f This sbonld come as tho concluding portion of tho lust letter. 
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e * i. , ^ V r • i * . 1 i returnes of the first sum you send thither, 

2“ Sum not to l)c sent before receipt of y* 1st. j j. t i i i . , 

send not a second and when you have the 
returnes of the first and second, which we presume may amount to the value of 
„ ■ ^ 25,OOOSb aforesaid, you may in like manner 

* venture upon a third and fourth Invest- 

ment of the like 25,00011). But observe that the goods most in request are the 

^ finest muslins- and callicoes of all sorts, 

Bor 0 go B in rcqncs . Doi’eas, Humhums, MuUmulls, Tan- 

ieebs, fine Cossaes, Ginghams, white and colored, and Nillaes and Taffaties. 

, ®ut Raw Silk of Bengali is pulled down 

in price extremely by the great quantities 
of China Silk, but that will however turn to a tollerable account, for what you 
cannot invest in the other goods aforesaid, and so will the clear Shellack of 
Cassimbuzar. 

Now is your time to dispose of all our Europe remains for we will send you 
No Europe goods to bo sent until desired. Coast uo morc uutil you Write f or them, and now 
goods in request (except lictciiees). jg your time to Send US all the Goast 

Callicoes you can (except Bettellees) which will come to an extraordinary 
market. 

"U’ee advise the sending of rupees, especially coined at the Port at this 
time, because now the people are hungry for Trade and commenced a new 

^ ^ , friendship with us. It is fit wee should 

begin upon terms, that may be of much 
future advantage to the Company and we have no reason to doubt, but if they 
will allow you trade, they will admit of any easie condition coming with it, 
they having pincht so long for want of our trade more to the damage of their 
Merchants in one respect than of us, because during the abatement of Trade, 
the price of our goods here hath advanced, as theirs hath in India of 
which we doubt not thro’ your fidelity and of those you will choose to employ 
,, in this matter, wee shall find the good 

oors no 0 c rns e. . cffccts. Wee have found the Moors Gov- 

ernours so perfidious in all their treaties hitherto that you must be very 
cautious how you trust them upon any Oaths or promises, notwithstanding any 
plausible character they pass under. 

Some few of our Europe goods likewise (such as you know will sell well), 
X. J X , . . n 1 , r T, -X you may if you think fit, send to Bengali 

Europe goods to be sent to BcognU from yc Fort. c, j ° • 

^ on this occasion. So we commend you to 

God and rest. 


Tour very loving friends. 


Letter from the Company, to the President and Councill, Fort St. George, London, the 22ud 

January 1691-D2. 

«««**«« 


Tou will observe by our commission now sent our President and Councill 

, , , that by the said commission wee make 

Bciiga sn r mate to t e or . Bengali Subordinate to the fort and by our 

letters wee make Charnock absolute Governor of our affairs in Bengali 
without appeal to y® fort which at first view seems to be a contradiction of our 
commission, but you will find it is not so upon our explanation, which is this, 
^ ^ ^ ^ X during W Chamock’s life wee intend to 

nnng r. arnoc s in epen en . trust him with such uncontrolablo powor 

but in case of his death, wee intend Bengali shall returne to its quandam sub> 
ordination to the fort. 


There is another thing in our commission that wants our explanation that 
is by our commission wee have made our Judge Advocate fourth of our Coun- 
cill whereas Sir John Bigs was tliird of our Councill which -tree do not do as 
having a lesse esteem of M' Dolbin then wee had of Sir John Bigs, but for tlus 
reason only that M* Na-rill having been second and alwayes true to our interest, 
926 F. D. 
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we do not think fit . to encourage him by lessening him from being second of 
our Councill to fall to fourth of our Councill, but rather if M" Browne prove 
faithfull to dispose of him to succeed M' Oharnock as Chief of Bengali or 
otherwise- as’ wee shall see cause, and then M' Navill to return to his place of 
second of our Councill and our Chief .Tudge to his proper place of third of our 
Councill and in the. meantime wee would have M' Dolbin have the same allow- 
ance Of Poona as if he were third of our Councill, during this interim that you 
have in effect two seconds so tender you see wee are of discouraging any man 
that hath been cordial to our interest. 


Sir ‘William Langhome hath a kind man with you or in Bengali one j\P 
Trevor Games, wee, hope he is honest and carefull if he proves 
your countenance and preferment as soon as he can merit -it by his diligence 
and' good behavior without which he will have no favor from Sir William. 

Wee are like to fall late in the year with these ships and therefore you 
^ ,, must hasten them down to Bengali with 

Ships late to DO returned to Sengoll. ° 

all immaginable expedition, wee would 
not have them stay above two days in Madras road. 

Wee have desired Captain Gouldshrough to go in hand immediately with 
a. 1 . 1 . 1 MI. ^ V . the building of a steeple to your church 

Steeple to be built to TOUT church. -ai 11 a^i i» ft 1 

With the money collected for that purpose 
according to dimentions given him, and by our next ship wee intend to send 
you a ring of six tuneable Bells to fix in our steeple which the founder told us 
caMot he cast sound at this season of the year. 

In the year 1687 wee sent out one Amalry Saugere to serve us as a writer 
in your factory of whom wee have received a good character and being given 
to understand that by the permission of our President and Councill he sailing 
into the Bay with M' Chardin at his return from thence was disappointed of 
his former station and others preferred before him. His relations have eam- 
- ■ , estly importuned us on his behalf that he 

Mr Saugere recommouaed. ^i'^’a jaai -i t-i-ii 

may oe restored to the place he had be- 
fore his going into the Bay and receive encouragements in our Service as he 
shall be found to deserve which wee recommend unto you to see done accord- 
ingly, if the climate do ' not agree ’with his constitution he may be permitted 
to return for England, if he desire it, he paying the charge of his trans- 
portation back: 

So commending you and our affairs to the guidance and protection of the 
Almighty. 


Wee remain, 
four very loving friends. 


QoTernmenl of Indio 'Centro! Printing Office.— No. 926 P. D 


3-6-93,-500. 


[W. 6. B,] 


To the Hon^’® the Governour arid Committees 

For affairs of the R‘ Hon’’*® Comp®® of March*® of London 

Trading to y® East Indies. 

« * * * ■ * *- » * 

Wee hope wee shall never give yonr Hon” occasion to censure us for want 
of sending home our Books of Accompts yearly so long as wee have so delli- 
gent an Accomptant. T our hon” will perceive by those Letters and Dayarys b y 
ttie Charles and Sampson diow farr the late Commissary Genera,!, Agent and 
Coiincill, had proceeded in the business of M' Peaetise in recovering satisfac- 
tion for Injuries your Hon” have sustained through his extravagences, &c., and 
lately peruseing the Gene* charges of Maulda, doo find that he hath exceeded 
the limitation ordered by the Agent and Councill formerly, Rup" 1,096-10^ w®** 
wee have charged him with, and are now sending his accusation with his 
person to Pfort S* George that Justice may be done your Hon” in the Court of 
Judicature there. He is indebted to yo" hon” by the Maulda accounts about 
Eup® 6,000 being for the severall in’ his time, wee have lately 

demanded of him, whose reply was that he had noe money at present by him, 
but that he would satisfie that debt as soon as possible. W ee have ref err’d all to 
ffort S*’ George whither he is now going to adjust all acco*® and to answer to all 
miscarriages and demands that may be made on him. 

Touching Maulda and Dhacca ffactorys wee presume Agent Charnook 
gave it as his opinion the withdrawing of them not only because the goods 
us’d to come out deare at Maulda and the expences were large at both places, 
but because he thought whilst your Hon” continued to send out a small Stock 
he might make yo' Hon” Investment wholy in Chuttanutte, but finding dayly 
many inconveniences attending him in buying goods alltogether here, the 
Merch” imposing on his neeessitie and likewise the scarcity of Goods to lode 
your Hon" shipps timely home, made him notwithstanding his discourse of 
withdrawing the Pactorys continued them to his veiy Death, and in all pro- 
babillity had he lived, would never have withdrawne them (since he 'had 
ordered their Expenses) unless your Hon” possitive orders had obliged him, 
tho* *tis not to be questioned but his opinion to yo' Hon” herein was out of 
a pure and sincere respect he had for your Hon" Affairs, but notwithstanding 
what may agreed to the continuing or reducing those ffactorys wee have in 
obedience to the Commissary Gene*® Orders before his death called away your 
Hon" Serv‘®. M" Braddyll arriving 'with us from Maulda 

and M* Churlton was left by the Agent to bale up goods from 

Dhacca, soe that your Hon" have only 2 ‘^sons at Ballasore and 2 at the 
Mint to looke after the Coynage of yo® silver, but if a large stocke arrives 
next year wee cannot but submissively offer to your Hon®® consideration 
the great necessity wee shall be put to in the providing of fine goods and 
makeing up whole Investm* in this place ; for the Merch“ knowing that wee 
are Constraind for to buy all goods here in Calcutta (our upper ffactory’s 
being withdrawne) will impose on us at any rate, whereas on the Contrary 
when goods were provided by your Hon" Serv‘® in Oassimbazar, Maulda, and 
Dhacca, Merch*® were more strictly kept to their Contracts forward in bring- 
ing in their goods and finishing their Acco*'; the continuance of those factorys 
being a bridle to their covetious and currupt humours, besides the Goods 
brought there will come 16 or 20 per cent, cheaper then wee can buy here of 
•the Merch*®, if your Hon” Servants have but experience and be but faithfull ; 
but as to a more '^ticular Acco*" of the Settling of those Pactorys wee sub- 
missevely referr your Hon" to the enclosed Paragi;aph of our Letter of the 
13th July to the Hon*’*® Presd* and Councill of Pfort S‘- George, w** are our 
opinions in answer to what they required of us. 

Wee observe your Hon” directions and shall put your Hon'® to noe’ 
charge in buying and maintaining Shipps upon noe acco* whatsoever. 

Wee observe the Caution your Hon” are pleased to give us as to the re- 
covering your Debts in Cassimbazar, in w'** wee have stiU hopes, a considerable 
sume may be recovered w*** little or noe charge, but our endeavours will mani- 
fest v® event hereafter. ’ . .. 



returns your Hou”liis mostliumblo tliaiiks for your fa\'ourablo 
determination concerning liim. 

Wee presume in the future there TVill noe prejudice arrise to your Hon’'* 
affairs by the froedome given to privates traders, since tlic late regulations 
appointed by your Hon" to prevent it. . 

Wee have made your Hon®' iScrv‘" acquainted w"' your resolution in case 
any of them refuse or neglect to doe what writing worko or otherwise tliat shall 
be put to them by their superiours, and doe not question but they will give due 
observance accordingly. 

«• ««*€■«* 

In obedience to your Hon®' orders of the arrivalls of the Trinocss, wo sent 
for Muttrady from Hughly, and made him many fair promises by way of en- 
couragemS in order to the withdrawing him from the Interlopers, telling him 
how that he had noo occation to creepo to such a sort of People whose residence 
and trade was but for a yeare, that our houses was the most safe and seeurcst 
'hold, and more for his reputation and creditt to be concerned w'ith soo antient 
a People as the Il‘ Hon'*'® Company who W'orc able to protect him from any 
afront or Injury he might one time or otherwise receive from the Government, 
that wee would always keep his hands Employed and be conceited with him 
soe farr as he could be able to manage, and that wee would write home to your 
Hon®' in his behalfe wdio had given orders for his readmittanco into favour, 
Provided he would not deale wdth the Interlop” your Hon" Enemies, and many 
more expressions to this effect, upon which he made many solemn deprecations, 
that he knew noe other house then ours and that his first rise was from us 
whome he would serve to the utmost of his power, that ho had noe occation to 
serve a new people’s Interest where the old was soe potent and fresh in his me- 
mory, that W'ould endeavour to disengage himselfe from the Interlopers as soon 
as possible and much more to this effect was his discourse, but notwithstand* 
ing all his fair promises wee cannot but acquaint your Hon" he hath proved 
false to your interest by continually corresponding with and assisting the Inter- 
lopers in all their designs insoemuch that wo can very seldom gett him near 
us, except just on the dispatch of this Shipp. He is a person whose Oovetiouness 
blinds all other considerations whatever w®** makes him reach at all, but wee doe 
not finde he will gaine so much by the Interlopers this year as will be equiva- 
lent to your Hon" gratuity of 30,000 Rs. w'** wee have promissed him and 
gave him assurance of according to your Hon®' orders tho’ to noe effect, wee 
are of opinion if an ofier of soe much money had been made him on y' Interlop" 
first arrivall, he might have been prevented from taking any money or being 
concerned them, but the Gov® of Hugly especially would have lay’d hold 
of the opportunity of fraustrating their designs by his letter to the Nabob and 
Euan, contrary whereof he wrote in their endeavour for so large a sume of 
money wee have lately promissed him of 20,000 Rup'., 
unsuccessful! in all our attempts, both at Dhacca and Hughly, the Bang’s 
Euan proving their friends against all arguments wee could alledge to 
y® contrary, and hath given them a perwannee for the trade of their Shipp and 
Voyages on paying a pescash of Rup® 3,000 ; they had much advantage of us 
in one respect by reason of the Ehacca factory was w'“‘ drawn before Oatchpole 
arrived whose main argum* with the Euan was that the Rt. Hon“® Company 
had 40 Shipps yearly came into this King’s dominions and paid but Rup'- 3,000 
yearly piscash, and they were willing to give so much for one shipp. Our 
Vacqueel presented them in the Nabob’s Eurbar, in so much that the Nabob 
would give one Perwanna and the Nabob been a man of spiritt he would have, 
put an end to that Dispute, for it is not customary for Euahs to give their 
Perwannas in such publiok affair without first getting the consent of, 
the Nabob, and his Perwanna hath first the Ohaup, neither the 

Euan’s perwanna of-any value or use, if each of them bee displeased and if any 
more Interlopers arrive, or these hereafter, they will be as forrtunate as 
they were at first. 

The 36th August .wee thought it very opportunely to put in Execution a’ 
wa.rrant wee had rece**- from Pfort S*- George concerning a messenger who 
had unlawfully taken possession of a house next ajoining to the Inter- . 
lopers, and in order thereunto wee sent our Serjant with 20 Soldiers and ; 
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Seamen to Hugly to seize. liis persons and talse cliai’ge of the house, for wee 
heard he had taken the Interlopers protection, and our maine designe in sending 
soe many Soldiers was to interupt their business and trade, by 
the Governm‘- and make = them believe there are something 

intended against Pitt’s person, that thereby it might have been entred in y® 
*Waacha to y® Nabob and Duan 

to oppose Pitt by force which in all pro- 
billity would have, put a stop to their proceedings, for neither the Nabob nor 
Duan would have given them any countenance or permitted them to trade had 
such a story been entered in the. Waacha. That wee design to quarrel for this 
the Duan was all along afraid of, and prevented him from giving them a perwan- 
na sooner, but the onely man, wee have ..reason to suspect that prevented this 
fair and good designe was Muttradoss, who told the Gov'- by our sending soe 
many nien in arms up was chiefly to ffrighten them, and that he had such an 
interest w*'' us here would soone gett them recalled and sent away. On the 
Serjant’s flrst arrivall -with soe many men it put the whole citty into a con- 
sternation and messenger was seized and the house taken possession of w“* out 
the least oposition, but as hee was coming to us with a guard, in their way as 
they passed by the Interloping Shipp severall Muskett Balls were fired at them 
from said shipp, and the boate hailed on Board and followed with their Ship’s 
pinnace with men in arms (as your Hon“ will Peeve more at large by the 
guard’s deposition in our Dyary of the month of August), on advice whereof 
wee delivered them a protest by two of your Hon®* Serv*® and sent M'- Oormell 
up with 32 Seamen more to joyne with their Sergant and men allready at 
Hughly in case of any violence that might be offered by them in retaking the 
house, for the}' had thretened to oppose us by force, and had about 40 men in 
armes in their house to command occation, and in a small 

time wee received their answer, a refusal both w®** are entered in our Dyary’s 
in August with severall other things relating to the affair for yo® Hon®* perusall, 
their business goe on but slowly and belives it may be the latter end of Inter®* 
before thay can dispatch their business to leave Bengali. 

« , ? * * « * 

By the death of Agent Oharnocke your Hon** are disappoint®^ in your 
entenions and expectaions of having a Court of Judicature erected in Bengal, 
and for that reason we presume the Hon’“® Presi" and Councill of flort 
S'- George tooke the Commission out of our Hon®* Pacquet before it came 
to us. 

Our endeavours have beene fruiteless hithertoo in procuring the Nabob’s 
and Duan’s consents for a firme settle”'- in this place, and wee have noe 
hopes of a grant for it soe long as this Duan continues, wee have endea-. 
voured to farme two or three Towns adjacent to us (Ohuttanuttee in- 
cluded) the rent whereof will amount to about 2,000 (or) 2,600 Rup®- yearly, 
w®’’ is a means to increase your Hon®* revenus in yom’ towne of Chuttanuttee, 
for nil though wee doe make sume small matter out of our Buzar by Graine 
fines yett wee cannot lay any impositions on the peoples, the never so reason- 
able till such time as wee can pretend a right to the place, w®** the farmeing 
the Towns adjaeant will soone cause and procure us the liberty of collecting 
such duties of the Inhabitants as is consistant with our own methods and rules 
of Governm*, and this is the onely means wee can think off tUl wee can procure 
a grant for our firme settlement. The duties Collected out of the Towne last 
month and fines paid amount to about Rup® 160 — whereas formerly it was so 
small that it did not amount to 30 Rup® one month ,w*’‘ another. 

The -Nabob of Pattanaa, Buzzurgh Omeed Cawne dyed lately a bitter 
enemy to yo® Hon®* affaires ever since the warr, the Injury he sustained by 
the Loss of a shipp and some goods in those troubles made him irreconcilable 
to his death. 

There is hopes of Mr. King’s enlargement and of liberty to trade their, 
soe that if occasion arise wee may send up an Englishman to buy salt Petre 
for your Hon®*, shipping, the quantities your Hon®* require from us being not 
procurable in Hugly. 

* WaacliB, properly Wakia. H. Events, occurrences ; news, intellis'encc.— Wilson’s Olossart/ of Ir.iiar. Tenr.t. 
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Ifotwithstanding Muttradass lia*^ made soe ill use of. your Hon®® favour 
and has heene false to us in the business of the Interlop'®- wee have arranged as 
faire a correspondence him as possible, and gave him in the begining .of. 
the yeare an Impress for goods neare Rups. 1,70,000, part of is come in and 
goes by this Shipp, y® remainder comes in by small parcells w®** were are prizing 
to send by the Haioh. 

We have begun noe brick building in this place except a Godowne Ware- 
house w®’' was of necessity to be built' for prizing and sorting your Hon” Goods’ 
this year, and shall build noe more then just what’s of necessity for your Hon” 
business untill wee have the Nabob’s and Duan’s Perwannas for a firme settle- 
ment here. 

* « * * *- « * 

iRt Hon“ 

Tour Hon®® Most humble and 
Obt. Servt®. 

CHARLES EYRE. 

JOHN BEARD. 

ROGER BRADDYLL. 
EDWARD OORMELL. 

To the Hon’’*' the Goverw Deputy aud Committies of the Rt Hon“ English East India 
Company in London. 

« « * 4 & « 

27. Paragraph 21-42. On the 22nd Instant we had the opportunity of 
sending by a Country ship to BengaU your Hon” Letter to them received by 
1 the Bussell frigat w** List of Goods to be provided, and also gave them the 
advice of the ffleet frigat’s arrivall and Cargo and the Armenians Contract. 
Wee observe your Hon" have been pleased to reduce Bengali to their former 
dependance on ffort St, George. The former Letters by the London , frigat 
giving us leave to interpose our Authority when occasion required, we did upon 
the Complaint of the Agent and Oouncill against Mr. Braddyll for Coining the 
natives Silver in ^ Mint under your Hon” Priviledge -and for disrespectfull 
carriage to the Agent, &c., give them some direction as your Hon” will find 
at large in ^® Consultation of the 23®^ Septem'’® whereunto we humbly refer, 
we have since received Letters from the Agents, &c,, but give no answer of the 
result, and untill we understand that, and whether M® Ellis and M® Braddyll 
Avill come to ffort St. George, there will be no determination concerning the 
President’s proceeding to Bengali. 

«*«*»** 

50, On the SO”* Instant Ship Sarah Mr. Gough Sup® arrived here 
from Bengali and brought us a Gen" Letter acquainting us what they had 
delivered M®. Gough, but they have given your Hon®® an acco* as well by that 
Pacquet as by the Martha of all affairs in Bengali, and particularly the 
difference which have happened between the Agent, &c., and Mr. Roger 
Braddyll. By this Ship we understand the probability of our Letters reaching 
Bengali before the Martha's Departure w'*® orders her to touch here for Sailing 
orders, and both we and the Commander of y® Mary are willing that the 
Martha, Mary and Sarah should goe together if possible, and is the reasons of 
our permitting the Mary to tarry so long as not to loose her passage about the 
Cape. 

« » *• * «. ■ 

Your Hon' most obedient 
& hum“® Servants, 

NATHANIEL HIGGINSON. 

JOHN STTLEMAN. 

WILLIAM ERASER. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 

Chuttonuttce, 14tli December 1694. 


Chuttantjmttb, 
14th DeCj 1694, 
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Copy of a letter from tlie Governor and Council of-Fort St. George. 

To the Hon'*'® Gov® Deputy Committees of the JRt Hon'*^® English East India Company. 

Dated SOth Scptfainhcr 1696. 

«• w « ■ * . w » 

p 

34. '. In Bengali your Hon” affairs went on (notwithstanding the ti’ouhles at 
Surat) without any impediment from the Government. The Nabob and Duan 
of Decca agreeing in favouring and encouraging Trade, tho’ they quarrell about 
y® Government. But their last Letter Complains of the disturbance oeca- 
sioned by the Rebellion of a Rasa, and expected from the arrivall of the 
Interloper the Antilope, Edw"* Olyoes Supra Cargo, in the middle of August, 
concerning both, w®’* wee doubt not, but your Hon” will receive from Bengali 
a particular aeco‘ by the Russell Erigot. The advice wee have received is in 
the Letters from Bengali, Nos. 1S4^, &> 218, 222, by w®** it appears that the 
Rasas forces have taken possession of B uglily fort and the Ohaukeys upon 
the River to Muxadabad so that no goods could passe by their leave, the Dutch 
assisted the IHoors and regained Huglily ffort, but the mast®® of the Vessell 
that came last from Bengali sais that the Rasas men hath retaken it and there 
doth not yet appear an armey of the king’s to subdue them, so that how farr 
they will proceed or how long continue mast® of what they have is uncertain ; 
that w“* respects your Hon'® affair’s is the present security of the ffactory, the 
Carrying on the Investment and y® fortifying of the ffactory, the Agent and 
Councill seem to have taken the most prudent method for those purposes, in 
lilainlaiuing a friendship with both partys in such a manner as that the Rasa 
doth not suspect them and yet the Nabob sends them thanks for their Assistance 
against the Rasa. It will be difficult for them to carry on such a Pollicy long 
without being necessitated by one accident or other to declare for one party, in 
w®’' case wee have advised them in our Letter of the 2nd Oct'’® (copy 
whereof comes herewith) to take the part of the Moor’s Government, 
so far as will consist with their present safety. Because it is more 
probable y* they will at last subdue the Reboll. Then those who have 
assisted him must fall under the Eye of the Government and if they have 
built any thing like a fortification, it will be observed and probably will either 
be demolished or must bee maintained by force, whereas y® buildings of those 
who have assisted the Government may probably be as, if not to great and to 
much like a fort. 

35. Upon such considerations probably the Dutch and Erench have chosen 
and agreed to declare publickly against tlie Reball Rasa, and they can better 
doo it having sufficient number of European Soldiers to defend themselves, 
especially the Dutch who have now shipps of "Warr in the River w®'* besides 
iluropean Soldiers and Mariners have brought considerable number of Bug- 
gesscs &'• 

36. The agent, &'•, from Bengali wrote in their last Letter "those words 
“ [Wee are forced to acquaint you that it will be impossible for our marketts 
“ to take of the quantitys our R‘Hon'’'® Masters yearly designe hither tho’ wee 
“ should sell for halfe y® cost in England], wee have by answer ordered them 
to send us up hither what they cannot sell in a yeare or two’s time, because the 
Cloth is more subject to damage and hazard in their Godowne then ours. 
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Fublie Despatch from DnglanA Vol. 11 for 1618. o 

Extrad from the Sonourable Company* s letter to the President and Council, dated Londonj the 

SO"' of January 1691, ' 

We have various reports touching the Rebellion of the Rajah in • . , Our 
Agent and Councill write us, as you also doe 'We suppose from their informa- 
tion, that they keep in with both parties and appear enemy to neither, but that 
in truth they incline most for the Mogul and- Nabob by the liickey accident 
of his people routing some of the Rebels by our factory, and believes our Agent 
and Servants to be entirely to. in his interest, that the Dutch and Drench 
have openly opposed the Rebell who threatens to be revenged on them, but by 
some of the people arrived on the Antelope just come into that river We hear 
that the Dutch have acted more like Politicians preserving a better interest 
with the Rajah or Jemindar perswaiding him that what they have done was 
only in their own defence and in the meantime have strongly fortified them- 
selves as to defy the atteihpts of either side, and have set up and declared for 
themselves, while the English have but very slightly secured their factory, 
and .by too soon- declaring for the Mogul have incensed the Rebel against them 
past ail reconcilication, we know not what credit to give to their report, nor 
consequently what to advise you thereupon, only this, write to them to secm’e 
themselves, to get their fortifications well strengthened and regularly made 
having so good an opportunity, and if possible to ofEend neither party, nor 
side with either, but carry it ly towards both, and if necessitated to 

declare themselves to do it in such a manner as will admit of a fair excuse 
to the other Party. 

« I * • * « « * s 


Our Agent and Councill in Sengall. (date destroyed.) 

' 1 . Our last to you was by y® Tavistoe the 16‘’‘ April 1697, in answer to y ® letters 
received by the Sarah and Martha, since which we have and are now to answer 
your severall letters of August,19‘’‘‘ October and 30*'^ January 1696 by the Russell 
Eleet freights, which ships together with y® Mary from Port and America from 
Bombay thro Gods blessing are lately arrived in Safety. 

2. We have now ready to go into the Downes the Martha 625 tons. 

Captain Raynes Commander, and the 350 tons Captain Bridges, 

both bormd for your place with 110 chests of silver besides goods as you 
will see by their Invoices, and with them the Thorndon a ship of 600 tons, 
.Captain Petre Commander and the Earn Captain Betton Commanding, both 
bound for the Coast with sufficient cargoes to give them a quick dispatch. 

3. On the Martha we have sent out Thompson Esq” to be our President 
at Port S‘ George at which place she will first touch, to unlade the treasure 
goods on board her consigned thither, M* Higgins having by the Russell 
Plight desired a dismissal his present station by reason of the opposition he 

withall from some Councill and the of those important 

upon him were too heavy for him 
us to send from hence, in his • and so put him in a 
lower station in our Councill there wherein we have him, and 

put him of our Councill and said President who we are well assured 

will soon employ the utmost of his endeavours and under the affairs of India 
or our Service, who know must needs 

to the Port. We resolving at present that you 
shall be dependent only on ourselves as to your accompts and all other 
principal matters relating to the trade, of the Place, which we will never alter 
unless your remiss or unfaithful management change our minds, however we 
would have you correspond with the Port on all occasions, communicating to 
them all needful advices, and take their directions in all matters relating to 
. our interest, there being always safety in the multitude of good Councillors, 
and especially in what may relate to the defeating of Interlopers, wherein wo 
think our Presidents advice may be helpful to you, he having engaged tq^w-s 
to, signalize himself therein. . 

866 F. D. - . 
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4.. You did well in sending M' Peachie to the Fort in order to the settling 
his accounts, which method we would have you always persue, where you 
cannot'^otherwise malte any your Subordinates to he honest to us. We, have 
now wrote to the Fort to put an end to y“ Matters in difference which they 
write us they cannot fully do till the return of your answer to what they 
have lately written concerning the said M"' Peachie, upon which occasion, wo 
advised them as we now do you. That it he hereafter a standing order in 
all places under your Agency When any person is out of our service cither 
by death or dismission proceed to the stating and adjusting such 

persons accounts receiving w‘ due from him if possible out of his effects upon 
the place never putting us upon sueing the security here, if any way recover- 
able their he dead, and we are indebted to him, to settle his 

accounts and advice of the balance by their next letters that wc may pay it 
to his relations here, it being as same for us to answer the Executors 
that we have no books from. 

5. Tour resolution to keep a steady Government in you and not suffer and 
connive at any of our servants refactories, infidelity, we approve and shall 
commend it as we do to put the same in impartial execution. We are well pleased 
to read that sobriety is so much countenanced and practised and hope you 
will give the like effect and encouragement to all other virtues, that the 
Christian name be not evil spoken off, but its precepts admired by the heathen 
among whom you dwell. 

6. We approve of your sending us so much of late years, and must 

do you right in telling you, the goods received by the Mussell and fleet are 
generally and goods of their kinds, and is one great reason of 

purpose to keep you independent from the relative Government of the Fort. 
As to lacks, Tincal and Drugs you decern aright. We would not have of them in 
great quantities except in wanting goods, but a small parcel by such ship, if 
the good sort and bought at y° best season of the year. You do well especially 
of good and clear Shellack, it is only in case of want of -goods or to fill up 
tonnage that we directed you by the Tavistock to ship sorts of Gruff goods and 
"30 or 40 tons of pepper p. m*. For if you can get them it is vastly more of 
interest to invest y® money in Muslins Taffaties, or other staple commodities of 
Bengali. 

*7. Tour silk by the IKzmeW Frig* was fouler than usual, not well sorted, 
and besides that ill packed therefore a great loss and injustice to us, as well as 
to the Shippings, in the falling off their tonnage, occasion the vacuity besides 
each of the round silk bundles, which the like in 

time to , especially where there is no want of goods for the tonnage lying 
upon your hands. The more money the owners get by the well storing their 
ships, the more profit will redound in time to ourselves by the lessening our 
freight. 

8. You must make it you constant care that the Martha and Anna, and 
all other of our ships receive a nimble dispatch from you and not lye at all upon 
demurage but always dispeeded within the Oharterparty time or else we oft 
pay four months demurage. We have been very sensible of ye loss y® dead stock * 
being charged demurage has from time to time been to us, and must have it 
remedy ed. Wee have agreed with the owners of all the present Coast and Bay 
shipping to pay off all the saltpetre loaden above y® 16 p. cent, but $11 p, ton, 
if required by the Captain, therefore load no more upon them than y® said 
proportion, except you agree with y® Commander for $11 p. ton as aforesaid ; 
Saltpetre being now but a dull commodify, and no need of, great stores lying 
dead by us, since the happy conclusion of y° Peace. 

9., You must also be always endeavouring to make us as full returnes by 
all our shipping as you can which will make our Estate have the freer circu- 
lation and we the sooner come at effects to I’etum you fresh and larger supplys 

10. The good cargoes received by these'ships makes us very well approve 
the good settlement of your Councill, and shall be glad of constant occasions .to 
give you our just commendation of all your future managements as we do 
as been hitherto. 
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11. TVee endeavours to promote frugal and honest 

there never was more used therefore 

as you occasion, to make of our Subordinate Factories, 

or to send up any person in the Country to make an Investment of goods as did 
IVIr. Bouridge to lladnagur, take care to limit expenses to a certain moderate 
sum, never to be Ecmemhering the multiplicity of Settlements, Age*" on 
wliicli at this time must be reduced into as narrow bounds as could be. 

12. TTec rcioice to hear Chatanutte improves in health and much more 
that by a praiseworthy temperate conduct our people shut up that door thro : 

, which deceases and death have broken in upon our Servants in Bengali and 
will do in the most temperate Climate. 

13. TTee approve of your Fortifying Chutanutte as you are endored in our 
letter by the Tavistock, and since copies whereof are now sent and wish you 
have taken this opportunity to make y® fortifications regular and as strong as 
you can, buildings being cheap in Beng.all, your Bullworks well fenced with 
stone or brick y‘ the rains may not prejudice nor wash them down ; now or 
never must be your time to put in execution our repeated orders for years past 
to secure a fortified Settlement in Bengali. We are not solieious for the 
largeness so much as y® strength of it, least it create a vast charge of man 
ns tenable Soldiers to maintain it, however use all possible frugality therein 
and make it as you can, and you must carry it so evenly and calmly with the 
Government there that they may connive at, if not apply your fortifications, 
as it is most likely they will see you don’t take any advantage thereby to 

with or oppose them, but if you could get an open approval of them by the 
Mogul or Nabob the better. We are informed by some persons lately come on 
the Antelope that the Dutch have made a factory impregnable, have set up 
for themselves and yet perswaded y® Eajah what they did was only in own 
defence, while you too soon declared a reconcilation is report being 

now before us, wee shall 
till we hear further, before we absolutely believe it. In the meantime 
be secure yourselves to compleat your fortifications to carry it fail* as 

you can with all the contending parties, and without an absolute necessity side 
with neither ; and if you should be forced to joyn with either to do it in such 
a manner as will admit of a fair excuse, if questioned for it by the other ; 
and y‘ w‘ you did was y® effect of mere necessity not choice that Merchants 
desire no Enemies and would create none. 

14. Tour Canvas turnes to no account here, therefore send only the 
Charter party proportion. 

16. Tour directions for despeeding the Antelope we approve, but must 
tell you it is strongly reported here that she has a considerable quantity of 
goods on board belonging some say to our ownselves, others say to English 
fi'ccmen living within our jurisdiction, enquire strictly into the truth of it as 
we shall doe here ; and if you find any of our Servants concerned therein 
suspend them our Service immediately, the like we say if any of our servants 
shall be found hereafter assisting, encouraging or abetting of Interlopers or 
their adherents, those Enemys to the good of the trade of India, be they 
who they will, proceed against them to the utmost, suspend them ah Officio 
et Benejioo. If any free Merchants or others within your precints or reach, 
suffer not such ungrateful Vipers to harbour in that Bosom which gives 
them warmth and protection, but send them to the Fort or to England, one 
way or other be sure to root them out of Bengali or perplex or discourage 
them there, using all prudent methods within your power to frustrate and dis- 
appoint their voyage, either by proper presents to the ruling men, the Nabob or 
others; as you did tho somewliat too late to hinder the Antelope or by any 
other fit ways tending most effectually to discourage and destroy them. This is 
now a discrimanating or Enemys to ficencious 

and we shall esteem a zealous care to disappoint them as one great Character- 
istick of a faithfull, and take notice of it accordingly. 

16. Tour building a double brick godown we do not think much of, con- 
sidering the necessity you were under and the hazzard of fire, we think you did 
wise enough to appease the Merchants by the method you after so severe a loss 
and in making Cojah Panous . Factors easie in adjusting the Damaged 



ii l^ ■ Wcc likowisQ approve o[ orders for providing somo 

Broad to Xreby yon mly be better distinguished hojv n-cll 

Luokcownes&c they are by contract to provide for 

“"Tw^areBomr for so large a quantity of woollen goods being unsold, 

ZmmW?seCrXaryou enn, butretuso to soU rather at or under In- , 
™tmSt prii tbanletit be 'spoiled y> is a drad ta; and conid you find an 
7eaS 3 for quantity of cloths we could be content to afford in Invoice 
nrice^our minds being intent to promote the consumption of our home com- 
inodities as nearly as wee can, if it would but yield us as much as silk sent from 

hence. 

18 Your giving out our money beforehand for goods should not object 
unto in’ the way proposed, if you find advantage therein, our fear being only 
bad debts, prevent that, and then act according to your best discretion. 


19. Wee 

intolerable in onr Estate your Country sliipps, that we can 

scarcely add anything thereunto, keep no more of them than absolute necessity 
requires, wo had much rather you byred Country Vessels to help to load our 
great shipping than keep such ships at an annual charge for scarce two 
months service. 

20. Tour transactions with Cap*“ Blundell wee approve and shall, w’hcn 
the ships accompt comes to be adjusted, settle with his owners whatsoever 
remains in oontroversie touching those matters. 

21. Wee are ‘glad to hear your Town is so much increased of late, it must 
be your care to peruse our former letters and put in execution the several direc- 
tions and orders wee have given you for raising a revenue to reimburse our 
expence, and make the place bear its own charge without which it is a vain 
thing to imagine the Comp' can ever attain to any lasting Dominion in India. 
It is a revenue supports the Dutch Settlements in all places, without which 
they could never have attained, nor can preserve that grandeur and power they 
have acquired in those Eastern parts of y“ world. 

22. Wee have bespoke the Wax Eignres and glassware you write for, and 
intend to send them by these ships. 

23. The China Goods brought by y® Eleet Frigate from Sumatra are come 
to hpd, but Mr. Langley’s papers now arrived do not give us any account of y® 
particulars nor of y“ true disposall of our cargoe on board y® Dorathy, w'hereof 
be was sole Supra Cargo, whatever papers or Books remains behind as some 
here seem to fear, send them by the next with the acets of y® marks and 
numbers of y® Chests of silks &o &o, goods before your repacking, which doubt- 
less will give 


24. You did well to detain those damaged silks mention and fill up their 
room with better commodities as also to keep back the China Gold whose pro- 
duce will turn to better account in Bengal than if brought hither in specie.^ 

before, wee would have you carry it as evenly between 
the Mogul s Government and y° rebell’s forces as you can, taking all care that 
displeased, our business lying best management of Mercantile affairs! 
and to have little to do with hard blows as possible, however in such times of 
danger wee cannot mislike y® being upon yonrVrd, for yo^ ZTus Si as 
our security only wee recommend it to you to be husbands for us, and to ease 
us of the extraordinary charge of soldiers as soon as the danger is over 

SIX hundred pieces of goods called Eerrindams, which proves ordinary sort of 
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27. You mil herewith receive a list of goods procurable in Bengali to be 
provided wherein you will find some observations and opinions for y® better 
improving of several of the Commodities therein mentioned, which you must take 
notice of, as if herein, particularly inserted, one her 

broad sell much better then those of yard, because they are fitt for several 
uses, when split in the middle, which those of bare yard or little more will not 
serve without great loss, therefore send all you can of the severall sorts of 
Muslins of Ell wide or better, neither do they pay any more custom here un 
less of yard and half broad, so commending you and our affairs to the guidance 
and protection of the Almighty. 

Wee have received a paper of complaint from E'" Davis of great injurie al- 
ledged to be done to his brother, M' Thomas Davis by Agent Charnock in the 
year 1686, on account of his being engaged with the Interlopers against y® the 
Compp it is confessed that none of his Estate came into y® ships hands, neverthless 
wee recommend you that a strict enquiry be made as far as it is possible touch- 
ing the whole affair and send us an account thereof by the next. 

Wee have entertained M' John Powell Chaplain for y® Bay of Bengali at 
the sallary of 50£s per annum and 50 a year gratuity, of ? whom having had a 
satisfactory character of his Ministerial abilities. Wee thought fitt to send him 
into y® Bay where wee hope he will be very serviceable and meet with due 
encouragement from you in his labours for promoting the Christian religion 
and keeping up the worship of God among you. His salary and gratuity is to 
commence from y® time of his arrival with you. ' 

Wee remain. 

Tour very loving firiends, 

GEORGE BOHHlf, Gov®, 

W“ SEDGWICK, Deputy, 

W" LANGHORN, 

MOORE, 

THO® ROWLINSON, 

JE“ SAMBROOKE, 

BOU“ BATHURST, 

JN® DISBOUNERIOE, 

SAM. AUGHLEY, 

JN® RUDGE, 

TH® EREDRIOK, 

P“ DOLEME, 

JN® HANGER, 

NAT. MOUNTENET. 


Exlracl from the Honoitrahle Company’s letter to the President and Council of Fort St. George 

dated London the 16th April 1697. 

» « « . » .« « * ■ 

61. Wee do so far continue our former orders of making the Bay subordinate 

The Bay subordinate to the Fort only in cases o£ tO the 1 Ol't that in all CaseS of appeals and 

justice i'. contests in courts of justice or equity 

which can’t be determined in the Bay and must otherwise be brought before 

865 F. D. 
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us, those ill tlie Bay shall have recourse to Fort St George to decide the' same 
as • also when any of our servants there can’t by a judicial proceeding be other- 
wise obliged to give in a just account of our concerns under their management, 
but if any should appeal to the Fort and give great trouble without cause, wee 
would have them comdemnedat great cost to the party agrieved and to the Com- 
pany ; but in ihatters of merchandize relating to our investments, wee will have 
the Bay depend only on ourselves, and send us their boohs of acets. and con- 
sultations and other books directly without going for to the Fort, the good effects 
whereof wee found in Agent Charnock’s time when our Accounts were duly 
sent us from Bengali to the shame of all other our Factories in India. 

« * * « * «f * . 


London tlio SO'*' December 1608. 

Out President and Council at Fort St. George. 

. The late Act of Parliament made for raising two millions by giving the 
Subscribers 8 per cent, and the trade to the East Indies does provide that the 
Subscribers may appoint and present to his Majesty an Ambassador for India 
which his Majesty may send thither, but the charge is to be defrayed by the 
Subscribers out of the duty of 5 per cent that is to be raised on the Trade as you 
will see by the project of the Act which was sent you some time since by the 
2iorthiiniierlmid Gaily via Bombay, Avbich ’tis hoped with what was w'rote on 
that subject will be with you before this arrives. 

The new Company have made choice of a. person for an Ambassador and 
have presented him to his Majesty and intend" to make great provision for 
his Equipage in order to his going to the great Mogul for what reason we can- 
not imagine unless it be to endeavour to distinguish betwixt the old and new 
Companies and to bring the old under the displeasure of the Government in 
India, which otherwise they own their new project will never take effect. But 
this has not at all operated on the adventures, nor do wee fear there wil be any 
great inconvenienoy from this Embassy, when the Company’s affairs there are 
under such good conduct as you. 

The person they have nominated is one M’. Norris, a member of the House 
of Commons, one that is well known to our worthy President, and although ’tis 
thought by many they are not in earnest yet the Company will prepare them- 
selves against the worst, and in case he does go on such an errand which ’tis' 
judged will be very injurious to the English nation in general in their trade to 
India, you shall be furnished with such information of the Company’s affairs, as 
’tis not doubted but with your and the Comp® other Agent’s assistance will 
overthrow the design of our Enemies. 

For which purpose wee have entertained Hr. Charles Bavenant, who. is . 
also a Member of this new Parliament, and is well known to our President to 
be a person of eminent part and- experiences, he is a gentleman that has been 
privy to all the transactions on our part in relation to this new Act of Parlia- 
ment as well as most or all the materia-l matters belonging to the Company, and 
being a Dr. of and well skilled in the Civil Law, wee design him as our Oouncill 
to transact such affairs in India as wee and our General President and Counoill 
aboard shall find necessary in the present conjuncture. We do not design 
his residence to be at any particular factory nor to intermeddle in the manage- 
ment of our merchantile affairs, but in general fully to inform those that • 
manage our affairs in India of the true state of our interest and just preten- 
tations, that so you may the better judge what method to take for ourselves 
and further to take such measures as from our instructions, his own Prudence 
and on consultation with our General and Oouncill at Bombay and Surratt, and 
with yourselves, shall be found most conducing to the Preservation of our present, 
and future interest as< well in relation to our Trade as our Forts, Inheritainces 
and Kevenue. 

Tou are to observe that in case this reported Ambassy be laid aside there 
will be also an end of our design of sending Doctor Davenant. • ’ 

Pray communicate . -the contents of this letter to Bombay, Surratt and to 
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the Bay of Bengali, so commending you and our. affairs to the guidance and 
protection of the Almighty. • 

"We remain. 

Tour very loving friends, 

JOHN PLEET. Govr., 

W“ PEIOHAEI), 

HBN^ JOHNSON, 

HEATH, 

SAM. DASHWOOD, 
JOHATHAN ANDREWS, 
WILLIAM HEWER, 

W^ GORE, 

W. COOKE, 

J. MOORE, 

R. COCKE, 

HAM KEKEWICK, 

SAMHEL PITTS. 


London the SG'*" August 1698, 

Our Agent and Councill of Bengal. 

1. Wee have your letters hy the Sidney and /Sfct77ipso?j dated the first 
December and 20*'* of January last irho arrived in safety with us for which 
God be praised, and we are very well satisfied with the whole conduct of 
our affairs under your management desiring you to persist to send all unfaith- 
ful and extr.avagant persons in their expenses to the fort, Corpora cam causa, 
to be there judged or acquitted, and if other Captains shall refuse as Captain 
South did to comply with your orders, let us Icuoav their names as you did now 
and they shall no more serve us. 

2. Your Shellach will come to a great maidcet; provide what more you 
can thereof speedily to prevent the Interlopers getting any of it now or here- 
after. 

3. Meuthadas we find to be the very man you take him for, and you 
may accordingly make use of him as you judge it serves for our interest and 
not otherwise. How his goods sell compared with others of the same sorts and 
prices you shall know particularly when our sales are over. 

4i. Tour design of improving our revenue is a most acceptible and natural 
service, and we desire you to pursue it by all the prudent methods you can. 

6. We approve of the fortification you have made and wish you to 
strengthen it by degrees as you can without any public offence to the country 
or y' great men. 

6. We have wrote to our President and Councill at Port S* George 
that we are so well satisfied with your actings in our affairs this and some 
years past that we will have no alteration made in your Councill, none added 
to you, nor none removed out of your Councill by any order, except under 
the hands of the Goverhbur or Deputy and 13 of our Committees, and therefore 
we desire M' Beard (who has written to some of his friends that he intends 
for England) that he would for our service suspend that resolution. 
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7. Toil have dojin ojctrnordituiry wall in raduoing, the oul*fnalorio« wlnea 
yoh cati do our businc.sH hoLf.ar at Cliutlnmittao (wlijali iw our own (own) 
which will in a IKtlc tinio rciidcjr ilia plnao popiitoti.s, and (harahy inf!rcn<«s 
our rovenun, and hy saving thn aiiargn of oui-facloriaa you will hnva 
5 or (5,000 iC valun, the more to invcHi, whinh ia the point of most aoncarn to ns 
especially while wo aro haunted with Inlarlopars. 

8. You say you have aeeounicd with Koja Surhnd and paid him y* halnnae 
3,131 rupees 10 nns, J,', and there ramaitiH only (o aeeount with him* for y' in* 
torest duo lo us, for liis not hringing in his goods in (ime. ^Vvt• fhirik you 
liad done hotter to have deducted that mattiir from the hallaneo hefore you had 
jiaid it unto him. 

0. Wo now' proceed to new matter and to save (he lahour of repefifion 
Wo send you inclosed copies of our list to our Oerierall 8' .Tohn Gayer and of 
all the material papers helonging to that packet, hy which you will see a 
strange face of things hern, and if you could see ours likewise you would see 
that w'o are loss dismayed at this eatastruphe (hen we were at (he nimhiirtg 
Interlopers, well knowing that when things are (he worst tliey must mend ; and 
helieving by onr long experience in the East India trade that two liast India 
Companies in England can no more suhsist without destroying one or y' other, 
than two Kings at the same (ime reign in the same Kiiigdom, and that wo 
don’t intend to cross tlio cudgells to the new gamesters' you will (;asily observe 
by the great numher of ships and great cargoes we resolve lo send to all places 
this ensuing season. 

10. The princijial end of hastening out this ship the Norlhnmherlnnd 
Galley is to acquaint our servants aboard with our resolutions of sending out so 
great a slock, wherein we arc steadfast, not doubting of tlic means of [iroeuring 
so much ready money by the usual proper seasons our ships should bo ready 
to take it in. 

11. As to that Clause in our letter lo the General concerning providing 
goods beforehand, that which most immediately concerns you is that yon have 
grulf goods enough, lacks, and such ns aro lo ho had on your side of India, hut 
more especially, and wldch was our first intention in writing that clause, we 
recommend to you the providing of a great quantity of Haw Silk and 3;’lorotta 
Yarn before band or agreeing for it, if you have not jiresent money to pay for 
it, wbioli wo believe you have not but may have upon Interest, and do’now 
think it is worth onr while, that is until our ships arrive with you. The reason 
of our pressing this paragraph so homo upon you is because the croji of silk 
failing in Eranco, Italy, and Turkey w'o conclude Haw Silk must continue a 
commodity of gi’cat price us it is now in all jmrls of Europe. 

12. Your advise if you had money beforehand you could provide those 
oxtraordiuary sorts of goods which wo write for and which after our money 
arrives you have not time lo give out money for this, wo know is a great 
truth, hutnn ancient times when money was much more ]?lcntiful with the 
Company than it is now, wo never thought it our Interest to have a stock be- 
forehand in Bengali or anywhero else, w’horo wc’ wore not satisfied or had no 
confidonco in our Servants that wore in most power. Tho case is now altered, 
for wo can trust you entirely and you aro in a good measure fortified, hut there 
is a 3* accident intervenes whicli is a try all of skill you may call it if you 
please, a Civil Battle hotween us and the new Company, and two or three years* 
strife must end the controversy, for tho old or tho new must give way. Our joints 
are to stilt to yield to our juniors. We .are A'^ctcran Soldiers in this warfare, 
and if our servants aboard in otlior places do their parts as well ns wo arc sure 
our good General Sir John Gayer and you null do yours, wo don’t doubt of 
tho Victory, and if tho rest of tho ■world laugh at us to see what pains w-c take 
to undo one another wo can’t help it, it is no fault of ours, wc tliink wo are 
upon our own ground, wo have a Charter and when tho three years arc out, wo 
have not only a property in all our Hovenues and possessions aboard, but also 
tho same Act of Parliament for 31 ,6000£ per annum trade as our new mer- 
chants, wliioh call thom-selvcs the noiv Company pretend to Jiave, aud if you 
buy up tlio silk as aforesaid you will very much disappoint them. 

13. You must ohsorvo and wo accordingly mention it in this letter, that 
you may note the alterations made in y” list of goods lo bo provided non' sent 


. I 
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you are very few, viz^ instead of 40 tons of Raw Silk we say now 100 tons, 
meaning if you can get it, instead of 15 tons of Ploretta yarn, we say now 40 
tons instead of 5,000 Dimuiityes, we say now 16,000 pieces, to which we add 
for your information that Clyne in the Interloping ship 'Antelope bought a 
great many of them in the Country two or three days journey above Ballasore 
which turned to a very good account and were fine and white, hut we don’t 
prescribe to you that particular place, but that you should buy them, where 
you can get them best, whitest and cheapest. 

14. You need not think yet of settling a new factory at Patana, for by 
what we can observe by your list wo think you have Petre enough already to 
serve all our designed next year’s shipping. 

15. We command and strictly charge you to dispatch all our ships in y 
four months time y‘ we may pay no demurrage, and we shall never admit of 
any excuse in the breach of this order. 

10. Send no sail cloth, white or brown, from your place on any pretence 
whatsoever nor any more bolts of Canvas or Cotton Tarn or other goods pro- 
hibited in y' list of goods sent you by our shipping, or in y® directions or obser- 
vations on the said list accompanying these, so commending you and our affairs 
to the guidance aud protection of the Almighty. 


We remain, 

Yom* very loving friends. 

JNO fleet, Governur. 

TH"® FREDERICK, Deputy. 
SA'> DASHWOOD. 

HE*" JOHNSON. 

JOHNSON. 

RI® COOKE. 

JON” ANDREWS. 

W« PRICHARD. 

SA“ KEKBWICK. 

J«° MOORE. 

W“ GORE. 

Rr MOUNTENEY. 

W“ HEATH. 

JAM® BHLL. 

JO® HERNE. 

W“ HEWER. 


G. of InMa C. P. Offiee.-No. 865 P. D.— 1%8-92,-500. 




[J'orf St Qeore Letters sent IBSOJ] 

Fort S(. Gebrge, j-® Pebniary 168|. 

To His Excellency Sir John Child, Bar“, Generali of all the Euelish Forces in India &*., 
Councill. 

May It PLEASE Tour Excellency — 

We have vraited thus long in hopes to have sent you certain advices of the 
designe and’ actions of our Eorces in Bengali, hut to this time we have only 
their douhtfull resolutions and noe other news of of their proceedings then what 
the enclosed Generali Letter Avill enforme you, to which we referr Tour Excel- 
lency, for that all other occurreuceys in and state of our affairs in these 
j)ai-ts to this time .which, after you have perused please to forward to our Right 
Hono’ble Masters by the safeest and soonest opportunity that presents. We 
also send Tour Excellency, coppy of our last by sloop Princess, whiph 
accompany ed the R* Hon’ble Companyes Pacquetts and many particular letters 
which we hope arrived you safely taking the best cource for it we could pro- 
l)Ose to meet with.- 

The Rochester was dispatched the 21'‘ Ins* and sailed the next night (with 
her tonnage, or very near it in the Hon’ble Company & permissive goods) 
which we hope will returne her home in season and a welcome shipp to their 
Uonours and owners. The Dutch having been very kind and assisting in her 
I'epair att Zealone, we are dispatching the Williamson in few dayes to the West 
Coast with Stock, Stores, and necessary es where we doubt not she will find a 
loadeing of pepper to send her thence yearly home ; it would be a great service 
to the Hon’ble Company if you could spare them some assistance from your 
parts as Factors, Soldiers, and black labouring handicrafts since we cannot pro- 
vide sufficient here ; the loss of the many we formerly sent, discouraging others 
to adventure thither, hut the place is now more healthy by the convenient 
buildings . they have made there, which if neglected or deserted or that the 
Pepper trade fails us shall, be att an hrecoverable loss, that being the chief 
dependence for the tradeing most of our Shipps now in Bengali, little being to 
be expected from those parts, the war or famine has destroyed or removed most 
of the Weavers in the Countrey so that Cloth is so scarce that we cannot expect 
to procure more then to lade one Shipp haveing had great trouble in procuring 
what we have done for the Rochester. If the GeneraJ. comes not himself (as 
we hope he will) pray send us your advise and direction about the dispose of 
Europe shipping being the Pesohition, Princess and Defence and Persia Mer- 
chant expected from the West Coast with 7 or 8 Countrey Shipps and little or 
noe employment for them, except for grain which will not half beare their 
charges groweing plentifull and cheap in’ all parts. Pray advise if you can 
23 rovide for any more then you have already upon your hands, and how much 
tonnage we may send you if we cannot well lade or employ them here, since 
the R* Hon’ble Compy. writes us w'e must expect their mindes and orders from 
you wdiioh when we receive shall be duly observed to our power. The last we 

received from His Excellency, &c., were of the r- which is so long since 

that we cannot but doubt his letters are miscarryed or intercepted since advices 
are of such great importance to tlie present state of the R* Hon’ble Company’s 
affairs ; from M' Harris, &c., att Surratt, we received severall short letters, the 
last of which was of the advising His Excellencey’s arrivall att Swally to 
treat with the Nabob about a generall peace and Phirmaund which we earnest- . 
ly hope and pray may be successfully effected since our whole relyance is 
thereon. ' 

We have severall complaints from Itl' Styleman and Alvarces and 
Factors of the .free and permissive China Shipping of the great unkindness and 
disincouragement of one M' Salway accidental Supra Cargo of Ship Geesar 
both at Malacca and Amoy, that he was very rigorous with them notwithstand- 
ing their severall Gohimissions for warfair, instructions for trade,, and order for 
their deportment, and to assist the R* Hon’ble Company’s servants. whereever 
they mett them, two of the R* Hon’ble Company’s Factors were also on board 
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witli considerjible adventures of theirs consigned to them as per their Instruc- 
tion and Invoyces, but it seems all would not doe, they must be prisoners, 
and prohibited trade, and be led Captive with them, or give bonds for we 
know not what which -to save their voyages was conscented to, nor was he less 
impudent to forbid the deliverye of the President’s letter to the Generali, &c,, of 
'Amoj, which might be concluded were dictated with as great, sence and con- 
siderations of the good of the R‘ Hon’ble Company, and with as great exiperience 
as his wisdome could have framed, but it seems they complyed with that too 
which we are extreamly sorry for, being letters of great import satisfying their 
many doubts and demands about an adventure of Tea Burton carryed for some 
of the China Officers, also their many scruples about M' Barron, and his un- 
fortunate voyage and miscarrage on the China Junck, and a greater subject 
then both was, the excusing that wicked inhumane action of the English Py- 
ratts taking and destroying their Junck near Malacca, the chief of which 
Company came thence hither demanding satisfaction for their losses who were 
treated with great civility and charge, returning them upon these Shipps well 
satisfyed that were noe occasion of their misfortune, detesting and punishing 
such horred actions, three sad examples thereof they were spectators of ; and 
these things were urged to him to be the contents of the letter, notwithstanding 
they must be silenced, and his own unexperienced products- prefered, wherein 
we thinck he did much amiss in accepting a list of their losses which M" Barron 
upon the Junck giving them encouragement in his letter to hope a satisfaction, 
which most certainly they will expect, and may some time fall heavey upon the 
B‘ Hon’ble Company or particular traders thither which we doubt so ill a 
Government and people will improve to their advantage. Then his taking the 
Hon’ble Company money from M' Wilcox to pay some unreasonable Chinees 
demands on Capt" Barton for Thea sold here by him for some Chinees account, 
the real product whereof was paid, but they being not contented with the pro- 
duce presse for more which M' Salway thought fitt to grant.out of the Hon’ble 
Company’s Cash which will be difficult to recover by justice from Capt” Barton 
with the advance thereon from China, which shall be legally endeavoured, but 
if not procurable we leave it to yo’ Excell', &c., to consider whether M' Salway 
ought to endemnifye their honors, M' Wilcox telling us ’twas his sole advice 
and act there and many other complaints which we omitt, but could not these, 
from the importunity of our friends believing such actions contrary to the 
orders and desires, therefore we doubt not you will prevent them for the future, 
otherways it may prove a great disincouragement to our trade, which their 
honours pressingly desires, and commands us to promote all we can, which has 
been our endeavors, it redounding to their great advantage by improving the 
B-evfenues and Customs of the Cittye and strengthening and enriching it with 
men, mony, Shipping, the want whereof will soon reduce it to a chargable in- 
considerable place which we know you wish and designe better to. The last 
Shipp from China and Malacca arriving here yesterday can tell us ^oe news of 
our Tonqueen Shipping which make us doubt their safety, or that the troubles 
of those parts detain them there, which with our respects is what offers from-— 

Your Excll'. &c. 

Most faithful friends and Servants 
ELIHU YALE, 

NATH. HIGGINSON, 

JOHN BRIGGS, 

JOHN LITTLETON, 

THOMAS WAVELL, 

WILL“ ERASER, . 

WILL” OAWLYE, 

THOMAS GRAY. 
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Port Si. George, April y® 80"' 1689. 

To Ills ExcbuJ Siu .ToriN Chii.d, • 

ilAUuoNKTT, Gcner.ll of the Jilngliisli Forces in IndLi &o., Councill. 

Our last Avas of y' 28“' Pchniary -vritli all iiccossary advices to that time 
ns these give to lliis, ivhich comes by the Cartcav copies, who brought us coppy 
of your letter to them whose unhappy quartere greatly troubled and surprized 
us, having a few days before received advice from Oallicutt that his Excellency, 
&c. had accommodated all dinorenccs to an honorable advantageous peace with 
a paper .^signed to coppy of the articles of Agreement which we doubt was only 
a treacherous design of the faithless Nabob to defy our friends and Stock into 
their possession, however we hope the more rigorous course you have now re- 
solved on will affcctually reduce them to a just complyance, and the Moguls 
grant of a generall full Phirmaund for the K* llon’hlc Company better and 
more secure Sctllcment of their Pactories and trade within his territories which 
now near itndiule all or will doe in a short time, noe forces being able to oppose 
liis conquest tho’ they may a little delay it. As for our late warfair in Jlen- 
gall under t he conduct of Caiit" 'Williara Heath, it has no other success then 
tlie return of all tho lt‘ MonMdc Company’s Sliipps, Servants and Stock from 
thence where they acted little of consequence more then the rash assailing 
Eallasore with (he loss of about 20 men, designing to fetch of a few people and 
goods there, which they alTcctcd as to part of tho goods, much of them being 
burnt upon the allarni of (heir landing, but the men were all hut two carryed 
prisoners up (ho countery heyound their reach or power home, since we here are 
carryed captives to Dacca where with Ilraddill and il' Eyres they remain 
under confinement. 

Captain TJeath with his Elect about to saill and 200 soldiers sayled from 
Ballasorc to Chettagawm where they atlcmplcd nothing but a visit and Sur- 
veigh, and finding it to forccahle and imteanahle for them they peaceably 
sailed (hence for Arracan where after refreshing their and some short treatyes 
with the icing, &c., they returned hither the d- march, who we have since dis- 
posed the best w.ny our condition and circumstances would permitt; but for 
your Excellency’s fuller satisfaction wc have sent you the bc.st account wc can 
gett from Capt" ITcath, «kc., of that negotiation, also our Generali to the 
IJon’blc Company, wherein we have particularly recounted all transactions 
worthy their Hon* notice, to which wc humbly referr you, desiring after your 
pcrusall you please to forward theni to their lion" by the first opportunity, 
which probably may arrive there before tho IFilUamson via TTest Coast. 

The greatest troubles wo at present labour under is the scarcity of goods 
which are not procurable on this Coast, the countery being so much desolated 
by the late famine and continued "iVarrs that it cannot be expected to replenish 
in some years, so that it will he a great difficulty to procure ladeing for the 
Shipping home, but wo shall doe what is possible to be done, hut we hope to 
pick up a ladeing to dispatch one Shipp in August or September and possibly 
another in January, hut for the rest there’s little hopes, but from the West 
Coast if your Excellency, Sx., can think of any better cource, pray give us 
your orders livst. 

The Princess, Cap‘" Haddock, we have lett to the Jews for pgs, 16,000 
freight for Amoy, and send the Defence, Cap*" Heath, upon the Hon’ble Oom- 
panv’s account (if they approve it) to lade Sugars Tunage at Macau for Persia ; 
the 'Williamson and Resolution for the West Coast, the Persia Merchant we 
designed for England, had she not most unhappely "blown up in the Eoad there. 
Justly what accident we cannot learn, all the men aboard which were about 
4-7 souls were sadly lost in the fatal misfortune. Captain Brangwing and 10 
of his men were saved by being ashoare, and tho’ *twas a dreadfull loss yett it 
happened there were only 20 piggs of lead of their Hon” aboard, and hut little 
else of others. 

We doubt tho late troubles in Bengali and with you (if they continue) 
will suddainly bring some on this place, it being already the discource and 
threads of the Mogull’s Camp (about 40 miles distant from us) to assault us, 
hut we are well prepaired for defence both in men, provision and ammunition, 



l)ufc wo liope they will still be civill and continue tlio friendly correspondence 
w®’* we have hitherto maintained. 

We should gladly see or liear from the Generali, and cannot but wonder 

att tlie long silence, but are inclined to believe it proceeds from the 

exception or loss of your packett, since the Rt. Hon. Company advise us we 
niust expect orders from you which we are very desirous, of which with our 
humble respects is what presents from — 


Your Excellency’s, &c.,' 

Most faithfull friends and 
Obedient Servants, 

ELIHU YALE, 
JOHN LITTLETON, 
TH08 WAVELL, 
JOHN CHENEY, 
THO® ERASER, 
WILL^' CAWLY, 
THO® GRAY. 


Fort Sfc. George, 16'‘‘ October IBSff. 

To Chari.m EyiiBS, &e., English in Bengali. 

Three days past we received your welcome letter and news of your releaso- 
ment from confinement and troubles by the .iust favour of the good and worthy 
new Nabob, whose perwanna we also received which give us great hopes and 
incouragement of our resettlement, so we would have you deport your selves 
accordingly, and by noe means either by word or action give him the least 
occation of displeasure, tho’ we must also enform you which wo would have 
you be very private, in that our difl'ere'ncps and troubles U’ith tlie Mogull, 
continue still at Bombay, as also that our Factory at Vissagapatam Avas lately 
seized upon and severall of the Company’s Servants destroyed there, so notwith- 
standing the fair promises and aspects of affairs uoav in Bengali, vou must be 
very eautious of your selves that you be not also sui-prized with their cruelty. 

In a few days we shall AA'rite att large to tho Nabob, and as kindly and 
respectfully as his obligeing perwanna deseiwes, hoping that his wisdoin and 
goodness will so favourably represent our troubles to the Ring as may apneas 
and direct his displeasure, we have also thought that as soon as the season will 
permitt to send a Shipp and some persons to treat with him about our resettle- 
ment, in the meantime you may assure him of our peaciable and friendlv 
carriage to his subjects, and that we have due sence and esteem of his kindness 
to you and the Company’s affairs, which God Almighty restore to their former 
good condition. Omitt no opportunity to advise of all nows and occurrences in 
your parts by your peons. We shall write more large by your Pattamar so 
shall add noe more att presaut, but to wish you safe and well being. ’ 

Your very affectionate friends, 
ELIHU YALE, 

JOHN LITTLETON. 

THO" WAVELL. 

JNO. CHENEY, 

W“ FRASER, 

W“ CAWLY", 

THO® GRAY. 
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London, 3‘'' 26**' February 1702. 

Our President and CouNCiiiL of Port William— 

1. Wco wrolc yon under y* 5*’' of ^ilarch last by the Wcnlicortli, y'lasfc ship 
sent from licnoc directly to you, copy whereof is inclosed, wherein we advised 
yon, that the union oHmlh Companys was in the main heads and Articles of 
it a,m-t>ed to, since which by the Surat Shipping, the Court of Managers for the 
united trade wrote to yon, the 31"* July "and 2*!.*'' Sept", that the union 
was perfected, and at y" same time sent yon printed copies of y' Charter of 
Union and Qninque partite Indenture which contain the terms of Agreement 
at large, and in the said let ter they directed yon how the dead stock was to he 
managed, M-hat charges each Company was to hear apart, and what were to he 
jdaeeti to y' United .Account in y" hooks that wore to ho began anew from the 
22' July, as by y' said letters whereto we refer you, will more at large appear, 
\rhich letter each Company gave cover to and sent their own instructions along 
with it, copy of ours hearing dale y" •i*'' August aecompany’s this. 

2. AVhat. relates to y" future tr;ide to y" Pay being under y® direction of 
The Court of ^Fanagci-s only, atui of neither Company apart, wo referr you to 
their let lors on thataceount which will make these advances much y® shorter 
and eau--c ns to omit giving answer to many material paragraphs in your letters 
now before us r(.’c<'iv(>d by the Huhtetj and Jusia dated the 11“' of August, 8“* of 
January, and •!“' of Pchriiary 1701. 

3. AVc observe in general, the continued dearness of all goods by which 
means y*" loading home the qjiantilys wrote for and tilling up the tonnage sent 
you has run you in debt in the Bay, so that wc have reason to believe you will 
ijavo hut little remains in Quick Stock in the Bay, after the despatch of the 
IPcnttcorth although you shotild receive the supplies wo ordered from the Port, 
on which ncc* W(5 need not he large in onr instructions as to investments, 
and shall only in gencnil say whatever renunns you have sent them home in 
Goods good of their hind, and likely to turn to y best account, but not too 
much of any sort, oral least of those .sorts wherein tlio new Company returns 
the largest part of their separate cllccts, or y® United Company’s* servants, 
their consignments. AVee have told you formerly y® great duty’s laid on all 
goods that go under y® denomination here of Ahislins, and t hat y® ])rnhihited 
goods are oidy for exiiortation, hut- raw silke is always a commodity if it he of the 
A.B. C.U. sorts, and good of the kind, so is Floret ta Yarn of the highest numbers ; 
Cotton Y'arn if One, will sell well, but it is bulky ; One il uslins of clear and smart 
threads, and not fraycy or woolly, and bought at the nearest prices, six or seven 
yejirs ago, will turn to a very good account. Lacks of all sorts are like to be of 
less value than formerly, because y® Captains being jjrohihitcd from trading in 
measured goods as you will see by the Indulgence accompany this, have little 
besides Lacks in y' Bay to lay out their money in. 

4. Saltpetre being likely t'o turn to very good account in Purope, because 
of y® A\"arr, If you have remains by you, and had or can procure us a good 
quantity and very fine if possible without any refraction, or as little as may be, 
you will do very well to send it on our owu shiiiping, or on y® United Com- 
pany’s for our account. 

6. Being by the Deed of Union to wind up each Company their old 
bottom, we have* nothing to recommend to you of greater importance then y® 
settling and adjusting all depending accounts, which we therefqre order you to 
sett about witli all diligence, as to one part of them, namely y® account of our 
servants wages, wo would have you settle them as follows vizt. 

6. Such of our servants as are taken into y® United Management, from 
that day y' Court of JManagers are to pay their sallaries, and consequently to bear 
their charges of dyelt and accommodations, and our charge on those accounts 
C8l F. D. 
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ceases, but least any of tbem should thereby suppose they are diseharged from 
making up their own accounts or assisting in bringing uj) their Ijooks, or doing 
any otl\er matter incumbent upon them to discharge tlunr duty to ns, wo givo 
you and them this caution, that altliougb wo havo in Geneva 1 1 consented tliat 
■ if the Court of Managers may employ any of onr- servants yet w(; will not 
permit such oE our b'aetovs or others to he entortaimal in their service, shall 
refuse to do their duty as aforesaid, wo say nothing hero as to our four 
. Councillors joined with y” four of y' New Company, not do\il)ting hut they will 
do wbatbocoinos thorn in this alTair. When our servants are so entertained and 
have done their parts and duty’s as aforesaid, certilic to us what is duo to them 
on y® hallance of their accounts, and we will pay it here to their assigns, or if 
they had rather will send it them out on their llisque on. the 7icxt shipping in 
Bullion according to their order, in case the United Company continue, as 
we douht not, but they will permit money to ho sent out to India to their 
servants. 

7. If there shoiild be any that are not so entertained and are willing to 
continue in Indians free Merchants or- come homo, you may permit them so to 
do, when our atfairs don’t require their further employment, and at such time 
settle their accounts and advise us, that wo may pay the ballanco, for such of 
them as will stay in our service they may till y“ expiration of their Covenants 
or onr further orders. 

8. Altho’ we have by agreement seven years to wind up our Boltomc, and 
the New Company y® like yet, we arc both resolved to shorten that time as much 
as we can, and therefore recommend to you to clear all remains, settle all ac- 
counts and adjust all debts with y' very Qrst opporUii\ity. 

9. By the Quinque partite Indenture and Deed of Union herewith sent, you 
will see what it is y‘ comes under the denomination of dead stock, and what 
quick stock, you have former directions for sending us an inventory of y® dead 
stock whiob we expect in duo time, as to tUo quick stock you must apply your- 
selves to turn that into money or money’s worth as soon and as well as you can, 
and as we will on our parts strictly observe y® Articles of agreement as to what 
concerns us here, so we recommend to you to do y® same on your part and allow 
all for dead stock y® Indenture metitions but no more. Wc observe you say you 
had more great guns, large anchors. Red lead and varitic^s than would vend* in 
Bengali in some years, if so you may sell any of the guns to the Councill if they 
want them for y' E'ort at Markett price, y® like to the Cojnmanders of Europe 
ships as to anchors, or else you may send them to the Port, or to Surratt, or any 
other y® best Markett, wo being much concerned to see our remains render 
us their utmost value, and shall esteem our servants accordingly. 

10. As to y® debts standing out in y" Country, you must be equally careful 
in getting them in, on y® best terms you can as you did in y® case of Peraumy 
and llamjibon, nor must you lett goe the great debts we formerly wrote you 
about owing at Cassimbuzar and elsewhere, but recover them as far as you are 
able in part where you can’t in whole. 

11. Advise us by your next how you settled y® acc‘ of seven thousand live 
hundred rupees which you write the Merchants at Oassimhuzar will not admit 
they received and Peiaumey y® Broker says he gave them, we must not loose 
a penny of that money, therefore see right be done us by the Broker, or Mer- 
chants or, y“ Oashire, and lett all oar people be more careful to prevent such 
occasions of contest in future. 

12. "Wee hope you have staved off the Princes expected present till now 
and then if any must be paid to keep fair weather with him, the Councill for 
the United trdde must take care about it, because the benefit expected therebv 
■will accrue to y® United Trade wherein as we are concerned, so shall Ave pay 
but a moiety, you will easily see the reason why we are more then ordinarily 
concerned to save every penny we can att this time, but if you should find it' 
absolutely and unavoidably necessary for the recovery in any of our old or 
latter debts to Peisheush y® Prince or other proper persons, we leave that to your 
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pvndcncc so ns io do as the exigency of y* ease requires, but witli the least ex- 
pcnce you cau. 

13. Our revenues must be also applied to Ibe benefit of y* United Trade 
from the 22'* July last, but you must take cave that all arrears* due to that day 
be brought to our account, and that the Soldiers and other Military or Garrison 
Ofilcers, and those employed in collecting the revenue, the persons belonging to 
the shipping, the charges of the shipping and .small ve.ssels, and all other matters 
and chargjs whatsoever bedonging to, or arising on account of the Dead Stock 
conveyed as aforesaid, are to be placed to y account of y* United Trade from y' 
said 22’ of Julv. 


1‘1. ‘Whatsoever Naval or Garrison Store.s, or Factor’s provisions are reraain- 
ing by you, which were invoiced to you to he made use of on account of the 
shi])ping Fort or factory’s use, and are so ii.sed, an; to he reckoned among the dead 
stock, but not anything of the species of goods invoiced to you ns merchandizes ; 
all such being plainly excepted out of the Dead Stock unlc.ss you should boA'c 
applied any of them to y' purpose, which wo expect you have been better 
hushaiul them to have done. 


15. If vou should chance to have any of our ‘Europe shipping with you, 
and their Charter party’.s allowance, y' Captains are willing that they stay in 
the Country, you may keep them till y" next season if you can by letting them 
out on freight nr otluirwisc employing them, gain as much as will earn their 
deminoraue, because hv that moans we shall have their earnings in theCountrv, 
and only pay thoir demmorage on their return hither. 

1(5. If any persons are willing to pay you any money into our cash, you 
mav receive, it for such stuns ns vou mnv want for clearing our accounts, and 
give them hills of extdtangc on us after y*^ rate of two shillings seven pence a 
rupee, jtayhlo 30 days after sight here, which shall he paid accordingly, and this 
wc would have you give notice of to all persons. 

17. As to our debts wo tfre not able to write particularly till we receive 
your hooks to sec how and when they wore contracted, and what they are, hut 
they may he cleared o(T too, and wc earnest ly recommend to see wee are honestly 
dealt, h with therein. You write y' Dadne Merchants that did not bring in their 
goods in time, you had obliged to allow six mouths interest for that loss, hut you 
must tell them if wc w(M’e only six months suHerers thereby such alowance was 
reasonable, hut all our creditors expect interest from y' lime y'' money was lent, 
and if you by such want of goods were forced to take up goods at interest or 
the mojK'V that bought them which is all one, thc,y ought to make good our 
losses from that lime till y* next season of sending goods for Europe. 

IS. The broker’s allowance will be near if not quite at an end before this 
reaches your hands, but we have wrote so fully about it, wo can't add anything 
tluweto, if you cau do no better we must submit to it, although there is u 
great dilTcrence between a settled salary and half per cent on y' whole invest- 
ment, y'' coutinuauec or y"" diseontinuance of him will he y* future business of 
the Co’uncill wlio manage this present Investment. 

in. Y’^e are glad to hear y' Town increases and therewith y* Revenue, 
you mu>:t keep y' account of Revenues very private, it is enough our cash feels 
the benefit, but it were better y' report made them much less then what they 
truly are, least the Prince ho tempted to expect yearly presents to let you 
<‘npiy them at ease, whatever presents you are forced to give after y® said 
22^ July ought to ho deducted out of their amount and not paid by us alone. 

20. Your appointing Sutlers to victuall the Soldiers so well and cheap, we 
ap])rove of. 

21. If 1^1’ Redshaws and M' Walde he at Patna when this comes to hand 
and the new jManagement makes use of them, then they are to pay their salary 
and charges from, such time, y® like wo say of any other settlements where our 
serv.anls are. 



22. Bed earth v/ill never do hero on any terms, y" last we liad from Surratt 
did not sell above eight sbillings six pence a hundred, customs freight and 
prime cost included. 

23. IE the new house you Avero about building in y® middle of the Port 
was done before the 22'' July we must pay for it, if it Avas not we Avould have 
it forboru now till the Council for the United trade give order about it. 

24). M" Home has given in his charge against M® Hasley, and wo have 
heard him, but he has not made it out, so Ave shall say no more of them, 
Ave shall bo glad if it crosses y” old proverb and that there is so much smoke 
without some fire. 

25. As to the two Bills of exchange drawn on us payable to Nalhaniel 
Higginson Esq” and Coja Mallur Anw'annoes, Ave refer you to i hc enclosed order 
of Court of y' 22'' Jan^ last, which will fully inform you y*" reasons why we have 
not paid them as yet, and on what terms we shall be ready to doc it hereafter. 

26. We had several debates in y* Court of I^Iannagcrs, that is to say, the 
twelve of our members who Avith tweh'e of y' New Comp inys make up that 
Court touching the persons to be employed by each Company in the future 
trade, and at last mutually rcsoh'ed that for the present Investment y® four 
of Council of each Company should act as one United Company, and the 
two first therein, namely, M' Halsey and M' Hedges, should take the chair 
weekly, this we the rather inclined to because the Gentlemen for y® New 
Company have shewed us that y® greatest part of their separate cficcts in 
India are and Avill be in the Bay, and therefore and for y® common security 
of both, that their residence should be at Culcutta, and for y' future 
benefit of us all and of the place, that should be the head factory as being a 
place, where their and our Estates are better secured then in any other' 
place in Bengali in case of y' Mogul’s death or other accident Avhich may 
occasion troubles in the Country, but in the Managers Orders by this con- 
veyance we have taken particular care, that our President shall have all due 
respects paid him as such and continue in his present accommodations, and the 
United Councill are directed from time to time to support his character in 
such a manner as may preserve and keep us his authority with the NatiA-es, for 
the better enabling liira and his Councill to manage our separate concerns- 
to our utmost advantage, and you are to have the use of sucli Ware-houses for 
that purpose as you shall have occasion for and our own servants, their OAvn or 
other convenient apartments, but though Avee have thus particularly taken this 
necessary care, we think there will be y' less need of it when we consider that 
our own four Councill have an equal share in y® present United management, and 
we can’t harbour so much as a doubt that they will give the least countenance 
to any matter or thing that may either directly or in consequence in y® least 
impead or hurt our separate Estate, or y® turning it to our most advantage. 

27. It was needful that the eight Councillors should have y® command 
and direction of the Eort, Revenues, and Oivill management of y® Towns, because 
by the Deed of Union and Quinque partite Indenture, the New Company have 
purchased an equall share of that, and all other our Dead stock as we also have 
of theirs. 

28. This constitution of the Councill and their management is onlv for 
this year, both Companies being sensible that it is more eligible to have* one 
person to be at y® head of affairs than two, but it was thought to be the second 
best expedient, and when we have on each side our next shipping from India, 
we shall be able to come to a resolution on that head, wherein each Company 

. Avill be influenced as y® merit of their respective Presidents appears ; in y® mean- 
time, both Companys reckon that their said Presidents will have the more 
leisure to attend their separate affairs and settle the same according to the 
intent of y® matter of Union, w®'* directs y® each Company are to wind up 
their severall bottoms in India, with all convenient speed without intermixinsr 
one with another or either, with y® future United Trade. 
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29. Wee sent you over last year M' Philip Midleton as a Pactor whom we 
had for several years tahen into our immediate care and kept him at school till he 
went from hence, we would have you prefer him as he shall be found to deserve, 
and in regard he carried with him only cloths and necessaries for y” Voyage, 
doe you supply him with ten pounds more for recruting him therewith, so 
commending you and our aifairs to y® guidance and protection of y® Almighty, 

We remain, 

Tour loving friends, 

JOHN PLEET, Qov\ 

OHAKLES dtjBOIS. 

JONATHAN ANDREWS. 

NATHANIEL HERNE. 

THOMAS COOK. 

JAMES BHLL. 

ARTH. MOOR. 

FRED. HERNE. 

PETER JOTE. 

WILLIAM PRICHARD. 

THOS. ROWLINSON. 

W“ HEMER. 


JAMES GRAGGS. 
SAM’^ DASHWOOD. 
THOS. OOHLSON. 
JAMES GRAY. 


Extl.— P. It. B. 
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[jPttSfo'c Despatches from England^ 1708 — 1705^ Vol. 15.] 

London^ the 81®* July 1702, 

Our President and Councill at Port S'^ George— 

A 

This comes to acquaint you that both Companys having agreed to write, as^ 
hath been already advised to their respective Pactorys, the Charter of Union 
past the Great Seal the 22"^ of July instant, and the next day each Company put 
their Seals to the same, copy whereof goes herewith, whereby you will see that 
the 316,000£ which the old Company had in the Generali Society is united to 
the Joynt Stock of the New Company, at the same time were executed the 
Writings and Agreements mentioned tWe, all dated the 22°* July. 

2. By one Instrument it is declared, that the Old Company’s three Ships, 
o/c*. The Ebioland, Cap‘“ Thomas Hayes, Comander, and the Eegard, Cap‘“ 
Thomas Warner, Comander, hound for Surat, and the Glottoester Prigot, 
Captain Phillip Browne, Comander, hound for Bencoolen ; And the New Com- 
pany’s three Ships, ozV the jUarg, Cap*" Christopher Lyelh Comander, and the 
Katherine, Cap*" James Tennifer, Comander, both hound for Surrat, and 
the Samuell and Anna Cap*" Pinch Reddall, Comander, hound for Borneo, now 
going out should remain for the separate Aecompt of the respective Companys. 

3. Another Writing conveys the Dead Stock of the Old Company to the 
English Company, and declares, that the said English Company are to stand 
possessed thereof, and of their own Dead Stoek, for the benefit of y® United 
Trade, And for your direction therein, we send you a copy thereof, to which 
we refer you. And accordingly the respective Governours and Officers of all the 
Ports and Castles, and other the Dead Stock are in their respective places to take 
care of them for the benefit of the United Trade, you will also find a Covenant 
in the Deed of Union, that each Company is to hear the charges and receive 
the Profits and arrears of their respective Dead Stocks to the said 22"^ July, To 
which purpose the severall Bookes in each Pactory must he balanced to the 

said 22"^ of July, And New Bookes he time for the United Trade 

and Management, wherein you charges which do directly relate to 

the Ports But the charges of each 

Trade are to he born by — 


cause an Inventory to he taken of the Dead Stock in each place, the first oppor- 
tunity a copy thereof, and an account in what state and condition. 

4. Pursuant to the said Charter of Union, The Courts of each 

the 24 Managers, for managing the said United Trade, And you and any 

to follow the order of the majority of the said Court of Managers, and to the 
Dead Stocks of both Companies and the Management of the . 

6. The New Company at the same time transferred one hundred thousand 
three hundred seventy-five Pounds to the Old, Being that of the Pund, agreed 

to he sold and transferred to them, to make therein equall, And the Old 

Company paid for the same partly by and the rest in mony, and past ' 

mutUall receipts for the said Dead Stock. 

6. We are also to add, that it is the direction of each Company in all their 
Settlements he preparing as fast as they can to get— -and settle their 

depending Accounts, That the present bottom of in India and England 

may he wound up within the seven years Charter of Union, Altho’ it is^ 

hoped it will he done much sooner ; both Companies have mutually covenanted 

in the said Charter, and Servants shall he assisting each to the other in 

this affair.- -Union having put a full stop to all your late And the - 

Trade to India being settled on the firm basis of and a large Stock, We 

have a hopefull prospect that the same become more flourishing than • 

ever to the honour of our of the Adventurers, and that we shall mutually 

concur to the English Reputation in India. 

676 F. D. 



2 


Upon receipt hereof to whomsoevets hands it shall — : — direct that they 
communicate the same to the Gentlemen of and that as soon as con- 

veniently they can they meet together —— " * execution these our Orders. 
We are — . 


JOHN PLEET, 
SAMUEL' DASHWOOD, 
WILLIAM PRIOHARD, 
RIOHAED ACTON. 
GEORGE DODINGTON. 


Tour, loving friends, 

, JONATHAN ANDREWS, 
THOS. VERNON, 
HENRY EURNESE, 
Name illegible. , 

GILBERT HEATHSOTB, 
JAMES GRAGGS, 


Orders and Instructions Given by the United Trade of Managers to Thos. Pitt, Esq^*, President 
and Governor, M'. Gabriel Roberts, Francis Ellis, William Fiazier, 
Thomas Wriglit,'M'* Thos. Marshall, and M*'* Danl. Dubois of Council at Port S** 
George, for the United Trade to the East Indies. 

We the Managers for the United Trade to the East Indies did by our 
Letter of the 31st July last by the Ships bound to Surrat advise to the Eactorys 
of each Company, That the Union between both Oompanyes was perfected, 
And the 24th September by the same Ships we wrote again directed as before 
Copyes whereof go here enclosed. Since which we have made Entrance upon 
the United Trade. But both Companyes having so large Estates abroad, and 
considering the War and Scarcity of Bullion here, we have not thought fit 
to export largely this year, tho' hereafter we intend to drive the Trade to the 
full ; And therefore this season we have freighted for the Bay onely the I>ut- 
chess, and for the Coast and Bay the Tavistock, and they chiefly to bring home 
Salt-petre for the service of the Government, mz\. The Jbutchess let for 
four hundred and twenty tons, but to bring home four hundred and seventy 
tons, to be half loaden with it, and the Tavistock to bring home six hundred 
tons, if so much be procurable and 200 tons in other goods, and we have agreed 
the frieight accordingly : for the Dutchess thirty Pounds per Ton for the 

Bale Goods, and twenty-two Pounds per Ton for the Petre above the Ships 
Kintlage, and the Tavistock to have twenty-six Pounds per ton round. 

2. This goes by the Tavistock, and being now upon a Esta- 
blishment, it will be expected that we give particular 

# 


it happens, that, your Votes are equally divided. The ^ — be determined 

by Lot, as we by our Charter are directed in such-^ — — . • 

3. Particularly we direct that all contracts for—: and sold be made 

in Oouncill, and not privately, or in any other ^and that the same be 

duly entred in your Consultation Bootes the Accompts of Cash be 

once a month at least read, past and signed That all things be 'duly 

entred in the Bootes, and that they be up from time to time, so as 

not to be a weet behind hand unposted upon any pretence whatever, and if any 

one is dilatory or negligent in comitted to him, or sict, that the 

rest tate care however to see that so aU things may be transacted 

according to our direction. 

4. We expect from you, and doubt not but you will be faithfull in all res- 
pects to the interest of the Now United Trade, And as we have any of 

the affairs of the Old or New Company be prejudiced ^by the United 

Trade, so you are to have an especiall regard— —United .Stock does not 

suffer from any demands on either Company hope you will discharge 

yourselves with care and fidelity to both. 
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. 5. Our Letters directed to you, we order now to be— — ; — ^wliich may 

be immediately Summoned for that purpose you are in all things 

carefully to observe such Orders, Rules, and — as are now, or shall 

hereafter from time to time be transmitted to the hanr^s of thirteen 

or more of the Court of Managers, And also to take care that all others in their 
several! doe observe them to the same, And in the Management of all our 

affairs Government and disposition of all our Merchants, factors, and 

- ^matters, Civil and [Military tmder yom* care, you are to and 

act impartially according to our directions, without ether respect, on 

account of any private or particular —advices from any whomsoever. 

6. "We doubt not but on receipt of our 


for the English Company trading to the East Indies, in Trust for their Trade, 
liie Lawyers haring been of Opinion, that according to the Act of Parliamenti 

the Trade be driven in that Name, as you will see more at in the Deed of 

Union, herewith sent you, and take Speciall care that - - E ffects and Ac- 

compts of each Company, be Kept entirely apart, that 

7. Tou are to hold Consultations once a Week at least, and oftner as 
origin of leanl our. Affairs shall require, and to take care that the’ Secretary do 
duly and truly enter all things in the Booke of Consultations, and that the same 
be signed by the Councill, a copy whereof is every year to be transmitted to us. 

8. We have loaden in this Ship TavMoch for the Eort one hundred and ’ 
fourteen Bales of Cloth, and would have you by all means Study to promote the 
vend of our Wollen and other Manufactury, as much as possible, we being 
obliged, as you will see by the Charter, to export yearly. tenth part in the 
Product and Manufacture of England, wherefore advise us yearly, what quanti- 

tyes and sorts of Goods we shall send, and tho’ ^bemore trouble to us here, 

in purchasing them then Bullion, and to you in putting them off, yet 

we would not omit sending them, although they should produce no more than 
Bullion, because of the advantage which the expence of our own Manufacture 
brings to this Nation, Besides the Cloth, we send you Gold and Silver, the whole 
as per the enclosed Bill of Lading and Invoice, amount to £ 31,250-19-11, of 
which we would have you send down to the Bay, by the first opportunity, the 
value of ten thousand Pounds in Silver, and if you cannot get so much Silver, 
make it up in Gold, and consign the same to M'- Nath. Halsey, M?- Robert 
Hedges, M'- Jonathan White, M'- Jonathan Winder, M'- Ralph Sheldon, M'* 
Robert Nightingall, M^- John Russell, and M'- Benjamin Boucher, whom we 
have for the present establisht* of the Councill, for the management of our affairs 
there, and have ordered them to send you yearly quantity of Salt 


now written them, and ordered them, to give us an account from time time 
what they want, and to send Duplicates to you to be transmitted us by aR 
opportrmityes, and in the meantune we would have you furnish them with what 
you find necessary, and particularly with a Sloop or two of about thirty tons, 
if they are not already supplied therewith. 

9. Our intention is to have a Ship go once a year from the Coast to Ben- 
coolen, with goods proper for that phice, as also with Salt-petre and Red 
wood, and thence to load for England, But of this more hereafter. 

10. We do not judge it for our advantage to have any Pepper loaden home 
from the Coast or Bay, expecting to have sufficient quantities &om Bencoolen 
and Borneo, and therefore we direct, that you send us none of that commodity. 

11. We send you by this Ship such Stores as we judge you may want, 
according to the partieffiars enclosed, and you must advise us what further is 
necessaryi and take care to use all manner of good husbandry that our charge 
may not swallow up our Profit, we are ako endeavouring to get some Soldiers to 
send you. Tou have herewith a IMemoriall of the Divestment we design to 
have made this year, and we must desire you to consult very well together, 
how to put our Business into the best method that is possible, for the purchas- 
ing good and cheap Goods, not onely this season, but in all time to come, for 
now that there will be, but one Buyer for England, there is no doubt, but you 




mav bring the People to take the former prices at wbiob Goods wore sold, before 
the OontSt between tbe two Companya, and to see that every thing be vc^ 
good in its kind, and in order to make your endeavours therein more eflcctuall, 
we have found it necessary to restrain the Oommanders and OlRcors to parti- 
cular Commodities, which will not interfere with our gcnorall Trade, according 
to the printed Indulgence herewith sent you, And you arc not to fail to give us 
an accompt if you find any transgression thereof in any point. 

12. Advise us your thoughts particularly about the best manner of disjiosi- 
tion of Europe Goods, and of contracting for, or providing the Indian goods 

England, that if any abuse bo in eitiicr, or that 

introduced for one or the other ■ ' • ■ 


opportunityes and write us your Observations thereon, and particularly we re- 
commend to you the buying in of Goods in the best seasons great 

means to carry on the Trade to out most advantage. 

13. Keep us advised likewise of all matters relating to Trade in both 

of our own and foreign Nations, which fall under your cognizance or observa- 
tion that we may thereby as near as we can compute the quantityes and qualities 
of the severall sorts of Goods yearly brought into Europe not omitting to in- 
form us of all things and wherein you judge our interest may be most 

promoted. 

14i. We hope the next Letters from you will bring us an account of 
your being freed from the insults of the Moors, and that the Oompanics being 
United, will tend to the strengthening the English Interest in the ilogull’s 
Country, so as not to fear anything from their Power or the subtle contrivances 
of any other Nation, in order to which we have obtained from Her Majesty 
the grant of some Men of Warr that will be ready to sail with our Suratt 
Ships next month. 

16. We have given liberty to severall to settle as free Merchants at the 
Port under certain Regulations, copy of which we intend you by this Ship, in 
whom they will take their passage. 

16. You are to take care to get in, and preserve the Estates of such as dye 

in our Service within the precincts of your Presidency, and any dye intestate 

you are to take chai-ge of their estates, keeping an exact account thereof in the 
Company’s Rooks, and transmit an Inventory and an account of the same to us 
to he defivered to the Intestate’s Relations, and send home with the very first 
an account of the produce thereof when paid into our Cash that we mav 
speedily make it good to their relations that no complaint mav he made 
for want thereof. 

17. All possible care is to he taken to prevent any men leaving our Ships 

or entering into the Service of any Prince in those Countreys, in regard when 
they are once entered it is difficult for them to gett off. and therebv fhew 
become lost as to the Nation. ^ ^ 

18. When you shall make any contract for any goods (which is alwayes to 

be done in Councill) the following Rules are to be observed : ^ 

Pirst that two pieces he taken for musters of everv sort of ffondc nnn 
traoted for and tha aame be aealed with -Seal, om 


that all our CSoth may be bought and luToiced to us by the number of thread, 
tho troublesome. 


Secondly, that when the Calliooes that are brought into the Companv’- 

Warehouses are to be passed, according to Contract and -musters thevp hi 

at least two of the Councill present whereof the Warehousekeeper to be one 
to see that they be accordmg to Samples, and that under their hands a Rpfnw 
be made to the Bookkeeper, for Ma jWoatiou in euS^tbe i^e,^^” 
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tlie Goods do not come np to the muster you are to refuse them unless you 
can have a proportionable abatement which you must mention in the Invoices, 
by that means to do us justice and discourage them from attempting to impose 
upon you. 

Thirdly, you are also to take care that our Oallicoes and all other goods, 
be carefully packed, and particularly that all in a Bale he of one sort and as 
near of a goodness as is possible, and that he that packs them puts in a Ticket 
with his name subscribed. ; 

19. Tou are to pay all sallaryes in India valuing the pagotha at nine 
Shillings, unless to such as desire the same, or any part in England for which 
you may give Bills ou the Company. 

20. If any should offer to pay you any money in India, you may receive 
it and draw Bills on the Court of Managers for the same at Shillings a Pagotha. 

21. We possitively enjoyn you that none of our Servants trade with, or 
make use of any of the Company’s money or Goods on any account whatso- 
ever but only for account of the Company. 

22. We have freighted the Northumbef'land, 250 tons. Cap*” Sam* Hide, 

Commander, with a Cargo of about 16,OOOB for Ghusan in China, and thence 
to the Bay, and the Sidney, 450 tons, Cap*“ Jno. Cradook, Commander, with a 
Cargo of about 20,000£ for Canton, and thence to return to you, with Gold, 
Copper, Tootenage, and the other commodities proper for your market. The 
Supra Cargos who goe upon the said Ship Sydney are M'- Charles Douglas, 
M'- Lewis Shirley and M'* John Brodrepp, an Abstract of whose Covenants and 
Instructions go enclosed, whereby you will be enabled to examine their nego- 
tiations and se c — -complyed with their said Covenants 

— ■ — ■ " ■■■ also deliver you copy 

of the Ships-— — — — — - 


in Saltpetre, nor more goods in the whole then 436 to a half the Petre we have 
ordered our Council in the Bay to provide and send up to you, so write to 
them to send it up in time, and we would have you get the rpt of her .loading 
in readiness against she arrives to the end she may be dispatcht home that 
Season, and thereby save us the demorrage which we must otherwise pay, if 
detained in the Country. 

23. Tou are upon her arrival! to examine and advise us whether the Ship 
has brought her full Charterparty Tonnage and the Supra Cargo’s, Commander, 
&'■' no more than is allowed them, and according to the Indulgence granted 
by us, or wherein there have been deficiencies or transgression on account of 
any of them j if any of the Supra Cargos are wijding to pay in the money 

arising on their Commission ^private adventures or any part thereof 

into our Cash you may give them Bills of Exchange for^ the value at nine 
Shillings a Pagotha payable here, with an advance of thirty per cent, sixty 
dayes after the arrival of such of our Ships in the B-iver of Thames as by a 
Declaration in writing deliver you, they desire to run the Bisc on. 

24. We have given liberty to Robert Wright Sovin the present Lord 
Keeper, to take his passage in the said Sidney Ship, and to return to Port St. 
George, and there reside as a free Merchant, and have aUowed him to carry an 
adventure not exceeding two thousand Pounds for his own account to be 

returned from China in Gold, for which he is to pay you upon it 

return five per cent. 

25. We hereby give our Servants abroad and all free Merchants and Inha- 
bitants allowance to Trade in the Country thereby to encourage the honest 
endeavours of all such who do live under our protection. Wherefore we recom- 
mend to you and all in Authority under you on the Coast of Coromandell, that ■ 
you will give encouragment to all our Pactors and Servants as well as free 

Slerchants, and all other the Inhabitants — : improve their 

private^ — — — 

allowed by us whether : 

676 F.D. ' • 
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ip any manner of way, and we do require you to advise : from time to 

time of the behaviour of aUl our Servants that wo may be the better able to 

distinguish the diligent, active ^ -honest, from the slotbfull and negligent, 

in order to regard them accordingly: This our order for Liberty of Trade we 
require you to publish, and that it be cquall to all u])on paying the usuall 
Oustbms settled to be paid us and no other without any preference or preemp- 
tion of- Bullion or any other Commodity whatsoever by any person or per- 
sons whatsoever. 

26. We understand that upwards of twenty years ago the trade of Pcgii 
was diverted from Metchlepatam to the Fort by the oppressions the ^lerebants 
lay under from the Moore’s Government and the ease they promised tbemsolyes 
at the Fort by the agreement with the Old Company as tlicir Agent which 
seems most adapted to that trade ; it being improper to expose Ilubyes and 
other Jewels to sight upon collecting the Custom, least designing People mahe 
advantage thereof from the quantity or otherwise to the prejudice of tlicir .sabs 
which the receiving a breakage instead of a Custom as wc understand it is at 
present has and will effectually prevent, we being apprehensive the contrary 
may give the farmers liberty or a temptation to oppress the importers to the 
destruction of such a considerable branch of the trade of that place. 

27. We apprehend that the dealing with the Joynt Stock jMcrchants only 
is not so proper for our purpose and advantage as dealing with all sorts of Pcoph: 
that will sell goods to you, the trusting our money being not without hazard, 
besides that they are able to impose upon you in the price of Commodities they 

undertake to provide, wherefore we would not have you deliver •others 

any of our money, but buy goods of —that will bring them to 

you for your reasonable terms. This method 

you : 

hut a small — 


our, mojin design being to encourage all mankind to bring Goods to you, that 
you may send out the Cheapest Sellers. 

28. We find that id case of any accident the stopping of your — ^is of 

great damage to the poorer sort, we have been told tliat the planting of Timber 
at a due distance so as it be clear from sheltering an Enemy mav be useful!, 
but of this you are best judges, only this we would have duly regarded that 
you alwayes have a full supply of fuel to prevent the inconveniencB that may: 
attend the stop of it upon any dispute with the Natives or Governours. 

29. If eitheir Company have any goods to load for their separate accounts 

and have no Ship of their own on the Coast, we direct you to permitt them to 
load the same aboard this Ship or so much thereof as eau be done without pre- 
judice to the United Trade, and to lett them have Bills of loading on the terms 
of the Charterparty. = u tue terms 

• 30. We come now to acquaint you that we have unanimously chosen you 
Thomas Pitt, Esq., to he President and Governour of Fort St. Ge'ort'e and Sta 
tioned and settled the Councils at Fort St. George, St. Davids on the Manner 
toUowmg, 


At Fort St. George. 

Thomas Pitt, Esq., President and Governour of Fort St. Geort'^e-'-it the 
salary of two hundred Pounds a year, and one hundred. Pounds gratuity! 

Mr. Gabriel Rpberte, second of Council, at one hundred Pounds a year 

salary, and one hundred Pounds, a year gratuity. ™ 

^oancil, at the saWy of seventy Pouuds Pcr 

annum and thirty Pounds a year gratuity. j u uss jjcr 


, Mr- Wn*- - Frazier, fourth of Council, at the salary of ^'fifty ^Pounds -per 
annum. • ; 

! IP* Thomas Wright, fifth of Council, at the salary of forty Pounds per 
annum. . . 

M'* Thomas Marshall, sixth of Council, at the' salary of. forty Pounds per 
annum, and- Judge Advocate, at the salary of one hundred Pounds a year. . 

M'* Daniel Dubois, seventh of CouncU, at the salary of forty Pounds 
jier annum. 

At Port St. Davids. 


M^* Mathew Empson, Second, at the salary of fifty Pounds per annum. 

M^* Edm^* Mouutague, Third, at the salary of forty Pounds per annum. 

M'* Vicessumons Griffith, Eourth, at the salary of forty Pounds per 
annum. 

M.'* Ralph Ingram, Fifth, at the salary of forty Pounds per annum. 

M^* John Berlue, Sixth, at the salary of forty Pounds per annum. 

. M'* Trevor Games, Seventh, at the salary of forty Pounds per annum. 

And that the Councils of each place from time to time consists of seven 
persons, and he supplyed by the next in Station at each place. 

31. We have in respect to M'* John Pitt, as he was President for the New 
Company, and has been a Puhlick Minister, constituted him Governour of Fort 
St. Davids and have left and do hereby leave to him and the Council there.or 
the J^lajority of them according to the method before prescribed to have the en- 
tire Government of that place and all the Dependency es thereon, to appoint the 
severall Persons of Council their particular employments, and to make use of 
such of the Old Companye’s Servants there, and such of the New Company 
now with him at Metchlepatam, and to put them in such Stations as he and 
the. Council find them most capable and deserving of, taking care to employ an 
equall number of each. 

32. But in regard we shall alwayes make our Consignments to Fort St. 
Geori^e, and that all our Settlements on the Coast are Subordinate thereto. 
We would have M'* Pitt and your CouncQ at Fort St. Davids under the Direc- 
tion of the President and Council at Madras as to Investments. We could no.t, 
at this distance judge what part of our Cargo’s should be apportioned to each 
place, and therefore have not- determined any thing thereon leaving that to the 
President and Council at the Fort St. George who are on the Place to Invest 
such a Part at Madrass and send down such a Part -to St. Davids as they 
think most convenient for pur Interest. That the Investments be good in their 
kind as cheap bought as may be and as expeditiously furnished as possible to. 

give our Ships an early dispatch for Europe —Summer 

and ease us of — — : 


33.. 


other matters whatsoever. We will during M^* John Pitt’s continuance there 
have it independent for the reasons abovesaid, and afterwards it is to return to 
the subordination to Fort S‘ George according to the ancient and usuall cus- 
tom and method practiced by the Old Company. 

• 34. In case of President Thomas Pitt’s death, which God forbid, or that 
his private affairs call him home, we hereby appoint M'"Jobn Pitt to succeed 
him. * 

35. All other our Factorys and Settlements on the Coast, we hereby order 
to be'yho^ Subordinate to Fort S* Geo^e. 

36. We have likewise agreed that in regard the New Company’s. Writers 
were entertained here under Covenants at twenty Pounds a year sallary, they 
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shall have that sailary allowed them to the expiration of their Covenanted ti^me 
for such of them as are employed on the service of the United Company, after 
which we resolve that all persons entertained on account of the United Trade 

he allowed only sallarys given hy the Old Company in the aevevall Stations 

wherein they are employed. 

37. "We hereby direct that "Rohert Raworth be admitted to the Station 
and saliary of a Merchant, and that he he removed to Port S‘ George, there to 
he employed in such matters as the President and Council' think fitt, and that 
M* Thomas Cooke he continued at the Port in our Service who was sent out the 
last year a Writer on the Colchester. 

38. We have as heforementioned elected only our two Councils and left 
the employment of all persons at Port S‘ Davids and the places depending 
thereon to the New Governour and Council there. We hereby also direct that 
you our President and Council at the Port appoint each- of the Council his 
particular business and employment and elect and employ such other of the 
Servants of the Old & New Company at Port S* George and elsewhere 


Companye’s Servants are hut few in comparison of the Old, and that M'* John 
Pitts has liberty to take with him as many from Metohlepatam to Port S‘ Da-, 
vids as he had occasion, for we desire there may be a provision made for the 
rest either at the Port or other the Pactovyes on the Coast, and for such of them 
as you do employ we would have them stetioned according to their entertain- 
ments and standings in India equall with those of the Old Company, respect 
being had on both sides to the honesty, ability and diligence of the Persons. 

39. We had thoughts of withdrawing Vizagapatam, Madapollam and- both 
Companyes Pactoryes at Metchlepatam and aU other our Settlements on the 
Coast except Port S‘ George and S* Davids or at least keeping only a Pactor or 
two and a Writer or two at each place, but we have not fully determined any- 
thing therein at present, in the mean time do you give us your thoughts there- 
upon, and what is in your opinion best to he done therein so as to gett us full 
Investments and retrench our charge as far as you are able. The Ministers 
and Surgeon at the Port S* George are to continue there, and also we hereby 
order that M'- John .Lauden, Minister at Metchlepatam, and M’'* Michael Gray, 
Surgeon, remove with M"^- John Pitt to Port S‘ Davids, also Richard Cox, the 
Trumpeter and Soldiers, if M*- Pitt think fitt. 

4i0. You are also to take notice that the additional Sallarys to M'- Pitt, the 
Governor of Port S‘ Davids, To M'- Roberts and M'- Ellis as Second and Third 
of Port S‘ George, are not to be continued to any others that may succeed in 
those Stations, we being willing for the satisfaction of both Companyes to fix 
them, so now for the persons and not the Stations sake. 

41. 


their passage about the Cape and thereby he necessitated to put back for the 
said Island Mauritius. This we take to be of great moment, and therefore you 
are to omit no endeavours to comply with this our order. ’ 

+ 1 « lady Oglethorp sends to her Sonne, M'- Theophilus Oglethorp, at 

T a S“all Chest, crataining two hundred Pounds value in p- of f mSked 
p' another Chest marked T. O. No. 2 conf' necessa'ryes. The 

SioS ^ Taoistec/c, and for fear they 

.enough to enclose in the Packett, we send this notice that the 
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43. We expect tliat all vrliom we have oliosen or that shall he employed in 
our Service do give the usuall security it is already done for W- Tho. Pitt, M'* 
John Pitt, and liP- Boherts, and you are to require the rest to write over to 
England to provide Security to he entered into here for them. 


London, 

We are, 

The m March 1702. ' 

Your loving friends. 

CHARLES DU BOIS, 

GEO. DODINGTON, 

THEO“ JANSSEN, 

JOHN FLEET, 

R* ACTON, 

TFOS. COOKE, 

Name Illegihle, 

JONATHAN ANDREWS, 

NATH. GOULD, 

ED- HARRISON, 

HENRY EURNESE, 

Name Illegible, 

Name Illegihle, 

R. GOUGH, 

JAMES GRAGGS. 

GILBERT HBATHORTS, 

NATH. HERNE, 

Name Illegihle, 

Name Illegible, 

Name Illegihle, 

SAM. DASHWOOD, 

JOS. MARTIN, 

THOS. VERNON, 
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JPullic Hespatchea from England, from 28th Jmuary 1708 to l?th April 1708, 

Otie Cotjnoil in the Bat oe Bengael — 

1. The season of the year is so far spent that we have thought proper to. 
direct the Commanders of our Ships Sommers Litchfield and Stretham to sail 
for Bengali in case they can’t reach Madrass whereto they are consigned hy 
thel5“*dayof September next, and if so they are to follow your orders for 
delivering you any Bullion or goods of ours aboard them, and to take in such 
Goods, Merchandize, and Stores as you shall Lade on them for Fort S‘ George, 
•wherefore if they should come to you first, we direct that you take out of 
those three Ships eighty-five thousand Pounds value of the Bullion on Board, the 
residue of their Treasure and Goods heir^ one hundrOd thousand pounds value 
must he sent up to Madras either in. all three ships on in such of them as you 
see fitt, in case you should employ one or rdore of them in the Bay, hasten the 
Ships you design for the Port up thither and in them such Bay Goods as are 
ready, and what Saltpetre shall he wanted at the Port, and the Stores wrote for 
together with the goods and Bullion on hoard all three Ships designed for- 
Madras to the end that our President' and Oouncill there may have the said 
Treasure and Goods to be making there Investments with all, and the rest as 
soon after as you can, with what Bales you can provide according to the direc- 
tions in the beginning of our larger letter of the 7“* instant. 

2. If by the lateness of the Ships arrivall you can’t he able to provide 
goods to dispatch them away for Sommer Ships and a good freight presents 
for Persia or elsewhere, let out such Tonnage as can’t be loaden for England on 
freight that none of our Ships may ly on demorage a dead charge to us. We 
have sent the like orders to the Port, and ordered them to send you an account 
if they can hire out any of the said Tonnage, this order we give as being 
apprehensive you may be burdened with the Tonnage, considering the short 
time you are like to have to fill it up for. England the ensuing season in case 

- they should be detained here or have a long passage out. 

3. Notwithstanding what is wrote in our aforementioned Letter do you 
receive into our Cash the Effects of Oap‘“ Harrington deceased, and advise ua 
what the same is, it being the desire of the widow and also of the late Cap*“ 
Hide’s widow who pretends to some concern therein. 

4. We have an account by the last Irish Post that the ’Panther and the 
Catherine from Benjar and the Europe and from Bombay arrived the 6*'’ Instant 
at Galloway, they parted company some 'days before with the Prigott 
from China the Phoenix and Jane from Benjar, and the 'Horshane separate 
Stock Ship which we hope to hear by next Post are also in Port. By letters 
from these Ships we understand that the Settlement at Benjar was destroyed 
by the Natives, and our Ships Blenheim and Oarleton were returned to Bata- 
via, whereupon we have sent the Recovery to the Bay which was designed for 

. Benjar what Stores she has on board you will see by her Invoice, such part of 
them as are proper for you make up, of the rest send to Madrass, The Tonnage 
of this Ship is more than we intended you, and we can’t now send her a larger 
Stock, she being at Spithead, we hope however you will do with her as well as 
you can, either in employing her on freight or returning her to Europe the 
next season. 

5. What Soldiers she brings designed for Benjar do you keep one-third of 
them, and send two-thirds up to Madrass. 

6. We earnestly recommend it to your care to dispatch away as many of 
our Ships as you can from time to time in December and January, and none 
after the middle of Pebiruary, or at furthest none after the end of that month, 
because they will run an extreame hazard of looseing their passage and thereby 
come Winter Ships which we would avoid all we can, for many reasons we 
could tell you Mauritius is now deserted by the Dutch, so that if they should 
go thither they have no defence and are likely to he exposed to an Enemy. 
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7. If you can’t dispatch our latest Ships in all Fehruary keep them till 
October following in the Country; employ them on Voyages if you can that 
they may he earning something, if not, let them ly in Port and come home 
■with the Dutch from the Cape, unless certain advice of a Peace, in which case 
they may make the best of their way for England, or unless they have other 
orders from our Secret Committee which they must then follow ; We are — 

Zo7ido7i, 17th Ap7'il 1708. Your loving friends, 


JOHN ELEET, 

GILBERT HEATHCOTE, 
STEP*" PENDARVES, 
SAM^ SHEPHEARD, 
NATH. GOULD, 
GREGORY PAGE, 
ARTHUR MOORE. 


JAMES BULL, 

ED““ HARRISON, 
JAMES BATEMAN, 
JON* ANDREWS, 
NATH. HERNE, 
CHA® PEERS, 
HENRY LYELL, 
JOSEPH MARTIN, 


jp. S . — The Court bad not time to draw out and Sign a Letter to the Eort 
to the same purport with that to the Bay, of which the above is copy, and 
therefore this Letter is sent for the information of the Honorable the Governor 
in Councill of Port St. George by — 

THO® Woolley, 

Secretary. 


Bxa.-P. K. B. 
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Public Consultation, General No. 76. 

Monday, 

lo*’’ January iT-ia/G. 

At a CcMMiiTBE, Phesext: 

^ Nicholas Mouse, Esq% Goveruour, Prcsi^Ienf. 

"William jMonson. 

Tiioalvs Eyre. 

Edavarb Harris. 

William Johnson. 

John Saalvge. 

]2d\vard Eoavke. 

9 t. S » 

The rresidont hereupon told the Board, that it had been mentioned from 
Sf. David and strongly rumoured in Town that some English Patamars from 
Anvengo had been stopped and detained by the French at Caracal, but that he 
t hought it not. proper to take any notice of the report without further confirma- 
tion which if true, he judgcil it could not long want, nor was he out in his 
conjecture, for with the aboA’c letter from Anvengo he received one from Mens'* 
Duplcix confessing that the Chief of Caracal had taken that step without his 
knnwlcdcc or approval, expressing his dislike of such a practice and assuring 
him of his having reproved the said chief for it, and that he had ordered the 
discharge of the peons and the letters (which wci'c forwarded by Mens'* Dupleix 
to the President) to be sent unopened. Though such a proceeding begun by 
the French would sutricicntly Avarrant our following the example yet as Mens'* 
Duplcix has thought proper to a])ologisc for it in .such a manner, we think we 
ought to suspend any particular resentment in this instance. 

* * * « * • 
f NICHOLAS MOESE. 

WILLIAM MONSON. 

THOMAS EYEE. 

Signed . .-j EDW'AED HAEEIS. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

JOHN SAVAGE. 

L EDWAED FOWKE. 

889 F. n. 
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Monday, 

The 37*’* January 1745/6. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Nicholas Morse, Esq®*, Governor^ Tresident^ 

■William Monson. 

Thomas Eyre. 

Edward Harris. 

William Johnson. 

John Savage. 

Edward Eowke. 

' * * 

29*’*.— Early this morning arrived his Majesty’s Ships Meedway of 60 guns 
commandei hy Captain Edward Peyton and Eioely of 20 gnna by Captain 
Henry Boswell from Sea, bringing in with them the expedition prize, a Prench 
privateer of 14 guns and 68 men. 

M*"- Boddam sent off with the President’s compliments to Captain Peyton 
attended him on Shore. This forenoon sailed his Majesty’s Ships Meedway and 
Lively for the Southward, having under their Convoy the Fanny Sloop, John 
Bohinson with the five hales for the Admiral Vernpn and a general letter dated 
yesterday on the subject of one the President received that morning from Mr. 
Hinde dated the 27“* advising of the Erench marching a force from Pondicherry 
to the edge of the Port St. Eavid’s Bounds. 

« ■ * « » 

'NICHOLAS MOBSE. 

WILLIAM MONSON. 
THOMAS EYBE. 

Signed j EDWABD HABBIS. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

JOHN SAVAGE. 

^EDWABD EOWEB. 


Monday, 

the 10th Febry. 1745/6. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Nicholas Morse, Esq”*, Governor, Fresident, 

William Monson, 

Thomas Eyre. 

Edward Harris. 

William Johnson. 

John Savage. 

Edward Power, 

Last Consultation read and signed. 

The President then delivered the Secretary to read several letters addressed 
to him of the following purport, viz . : — 

A letter from Captain John Blake of the LiwcoZw dated Port St. David 
the 6 instant acquainting the President that in his passage thither he had 
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met with a Sloop under Moors colors, without a pass, which susnectin^ Tin,. 
be Prench, he Imd taken and left ^th M^ Hinde, referring th an fnSsed 


journal and an Examination of the Master for the grounds of his susnicion 
and conduct, and desiring that in case she should prove a prize she miaht h 
disposed of and her produce remitted to him through the Company’s cLh for 
account of the Owners and Companies of Ships Lincoln and Edgehaston,. 


A letter from Joseph Hendrick Oalderman the Master of the said Sloon 
dated Port St. David the 7“* Instant, giving an account of himself, the Sloous 
Owners, The intention of her voyage and of her being taken bv the 
and Mgelaston and by them carried to Port St. David. 


A translate of a letter of this day’s date from Sied Hazy Cawn (a relation 
of Sujee Cawn, late Nabob of Muxidavad, who arrived a few weeks past from 
the Bay and has since resided in our Town) giving the President an account of 
his having hired the Sloop at Calcutta to bring up his family and their Pro- 
visions, and offering to pay double the value of the Sloop and her caro'o if it 
should appear that either of them belonged in any wise to the Prench. 

The copy of the examination and Journal referred to in Captain Blake’s 
letter being also read, the President proposed to the Board to consider of the 
consequences that such an affair as this might draw after it, and how far or in 
what manner it may become us to act in, or take notice of it, after what our 
Honorable Masters have been pleased to tell us in their 59*’’ paragraph of the 
21’* March 1743. In debating this point the Board could not without concern 
reflect on the inconveniences and difficulties the Honorable Company’s affairs 
and their Servants abroad may sooner or later be drawn into by prizes taken 
in India by virtue of letters of Marque, though its hoped the President havino* 
an opportunity of discoursing Sied Kazy Cawn in person on the present 
instance may prevent any ill effects* from it, but as to the Question it was 
unanimously agreed that the aboveinentioned paragraph absolutely ^squalifies 
us for judging of the legality of prizes, and consequently restrains us from 
taking any cognizance of this matter. 


* 


* « « 


* « 


& 


^ICHODAS MOHSE. 
TTILIJAir MONSON. 
ZTixOMAS EYEE. 


EPB'AED HAEEIS. 

JOHNSOX 
JOHN SATAGE, 

^^AED FOTrXE 


To— The Hotiorahle Nicaous ! 

George. 

Honourable Sir,— In my v 
M oor’s Colours without any ysk r 
Prench and bound to Pon^chiry.! 
for more satisfactory account 
with a repetition in this, a; T ir 
also his journal &c“ papers hr-rr^ 
St. George had they been 
advice boat looking out fe i r 
who with all the Captain? 
authorizes me to make r tf:- ’■’1= 
would have sold her fer 
as I would have ergr--— -.1 


acd 

Dsvid I 

^ ressons sr 

cutv to V: 
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my Employers, so I have left her with M' Hinde till he receives advice from 
you, aud in case your Honor shall find her a prize, I leave it to you to dis- 
pose of her, for the Owners and Ships Companies of lAvcoln and JEdgehasfon, 
and to remit me the produce in the Company's Gash per next Shipping, hut 
if it appears she is not so, and that we have not sufficient matter to make 
prize of her, he pleased to act as you please relating thereto either as to dis- 
charge her, or order her to your Port. 


I am. Honorable Sir, 

Poet St, David, Tour honor’s most obedt. & humble Servant. 


6* Fehriiary 174of6. 


JOHN BLAKE. 


ExamiDation of the Master and Passengers of a Sloop which met under Moors Colours, T'isf., 

D. 31. _ 

Red in the latitude of li 17 N. Tuesday Morning 4-*** February MibiG. Allumpama 
^ than in sight a little to the Southward of us. 

The Joseph Hendrick Galderman, Master. AMustee says he is 

an Inhabitant of Madras came from Ingelle Bengal, parted from thence the 
29*-** Janry N. S. hound for Madras loaded with rice and seed for oil and two 
bales contents unknown and no other cargos on board, that the Sloop belongs 
to Meeteer, a Gentu at Bengal, Black Jemedar of Calcutta, that she is freighted 
by a Moorman, one who went to Bengal from Madras upon Captain Mannie and 
is returned to Madras upon some other ship. He has aboard belonging to the 
Vessel a Syrang, a cook and eleven Lascars, also a Gentu and his Servant, 
who he says has charge of the cargoe, that the Master signed no bills of lading 
and has none aboard. He also declares he has no Passport of any sort, but 
that he carries red colours as a Moor’s Vessel, he has aboard one Luke Shields a 
German Passenger bound to Madras and who says is a Serjeant in the English 
Service in Captain Holcombe’s Company at Bengal, and is going to fetch his 
wife and family from thence. The Master says that at five o’clock yesterday 
morning he fell in with the land, that he has also on board passengers, Women, 
a Moor, the wife of the Moor before mentioned with her two Moor Women 
servants, also two Slave girls Christian Portuguese belonging to the aforesaid 
Master, that on sending pur boat on board to examine her, he told the Officer he 
had no Europeans on board nor any papers, but found one Fizt. Shields before 
mentioned concealed in the hold who declared himself an Englishman, and on 
being asked why he concealed himself, he said the Master desired him so to do, 
they say when they saw us they took us to be an English Man of War which 
he says was about 3 o’clook in the morning when hailed him, he said 
he belonged to M*‘ Jackson of Bengal. He tells us the Meedteay^s prize 
Captain Griffin, Captain B-aymond and a Duch ship sailed together when he 
did but they parted with him when under sail of Ingellee. One of them 
carried a Pendant. He says the reason of his being so much out of way to 
the Southward of his Port was owing to Westerly Winds but on examining his 
journal find the contrary Fist. Winds at E. N, E* and N. E. when to the North- 
ward and in the Latitudeof Madras, and no Westerly Winds, the whole time fine 
weather and smooth water, and might have been at Madras had he been bound 
there. In his journal find he calls her the Nancy, but as before observed report- 
ed her name the DanpJiin and since he came ashore here changes it to the Nancy 
when I mentioned his journal calling he so. The Commodore says they had 
advice of two sloops setting out from Bengal with provisions. 


To — The Honorable Nicholas Mohse, Esq”. 

Hoxoeable Sib, — I beg leave to inform your honor that I have been to 
Bengal lately from Madras on a Brigg (owner) Mewrjermandee, and after mv 
arrival there, one Omichund sent for me and asked if I would carry the Sloop 
called Nancy to Madras, and I asked Omichund who the vessel belonged to, 
who told me it belonged to Govinda Piamittree, Jemedar of Calcutta and that 



a Mooman who is now at Madras freighted the Vessel to cany his family down 
to him, after which one Mr. Jaclcson there and Govinda Eamittree sent for me 
and told me that I might go with all safety, accordingly I sailed from thence, 
and in my way to Madras I met with a gale of wind that damaged my Mast 
and sails so that I Avas obliged to mahc land as fast as I could, and I arrived 
to the Northward of Sadras at 4i in the morning where I met the two India 
men the Lincoln and Ldgebasion Avhich took me and brought me here. I 
therefore bog your honor will take an information of this and do as Tour Honor 
will think proper. 

I am. Honorable Sir, 

VouT St. David, Your honors Most obed‘ humble Servant. 

7'^ February 174516. (Sd.) JOSEPH HENDEICK CALDEEMAN. 


Tranplnle of a Icltor from Sied Kazy Caavn in the Black Town to tlio HoNOUABtE Nicholas 
2iIousi:, Esq** Frcsiilcnt and Govcmour, Fort St. George, dated 10*'' February 174'5/6. 

"When I was in Calcutta I freighted a Sloop (by the means of Omichund) 
of one Govinda Eamittree Gomastab of Mr. Jackson Jemedar of Calcutta, and 
exported some rice upon her, some of my people also embarked upon her for 
Chinapatara where she was bound. I was lately informed that she the said Sloop 
was taken by one of the English Ships and carried to Tevenepatan, I must 
therefore write this to assure you that the said sloop her Cargoe doth not 
any ways belong to the French or any others the Enemies of the English 
Nation.* The truth of this you Avill be informed of in Calcutta if you are 
pleased to enquire there, and if proof be made that she or her Cargoe belongs 
to the French or any others, enemies of the English Nation I shall forfeit the 
double value of the said Sloop. I must acquaint you that I was and am igno- 
rant whether he is a Frenchman but I know him to be a Farangy (or a 
European) and as the Sloop and cargoe doth not any ways belong to the 
French, it is very improper to seize or lay any claims upon her under pretence 
of her Noquedali’s being of a dilTerent Nation, I therefore desire your Honour 
will be so kind to send for the said sloop with her cargoe and men to this 
place as soon as possible, and if you cannot confide in my word then this letter 
will serve you in the room of an obligation, dated in the 9th Moon Saphar 
in the year of the reign of his most Imperial Majesty Mahomed Shaw twenty 
seven. 

Monday, 

The 17tb March 1745/0. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent : 

Nicholas Mouse, Esq” Governoft Fresident. 

■William Monson. 

Thomas Eybe. 

Edwakd Haubis. 

William Johnson. 

John Savage. 

Edwabd Fowkb. 

c- « Ik $ $ 

The President acquaints the Board he has received information from 
Aroct that the Governor of Pondicherry had lately wrote a letter to the 

839 F. n. 
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3?rencli began the liostilities they brolcc the Neutrality and bad you been really 
Neuter yourself, you would immediately have fired at the French ship not at 
the English who never fired a gun till called upon by the Law of Nature to do 
it in their own defence. 

I did not write my letter of the 30“' past till I was fully satisfied. I had 
reason to complain of your partiality, and the account sent mo by the Captain 
and officers of the first Frigate has since been confirmed by two young’ Gentle- 
men of this Ship who were on board the Frigate by accident and no ways con- 
cerned in or accountable for what was done. They assured me the Frenchman 
was firing his musketry into the Frigate, one or two shot from the Fort passed 
between the Frigate’s man and Mizen masts and this before she fired even one 
Musket. That some shot from the Frigate went on shore is very possible, but 
that it was not the direction or intention of the officers you may believe, as I 
have assured you they had my orders to make no return to your fire, but I -will 
not go so far as to say that the seamen finding your shot coming thick among 
them may not have returned some. In short Sir, I continue to think that your 
partiality or neglecting to take proper precautions for preserving the Neutrality 
occasioned the French to break it, and therefore you alone are accountable for 
all that has happened, who instead of resenting properly the behaviour of the 
French Captain attempt to justifie it by poorly pretending that all the shot 
fired into the Frigate were not designed to offend, but only meant as signals, 
and then uniustly endeavouring to fix the breach of the Neutrality on the 
English though its evident they never intended to commit any hotilitics in 
your road, and you may imagine that if I had been inclined to violent 
measures, 1 should have gone to work in another manner. 

I am surprized you could think of laying claim to the ship as a T?reck. You 
say she was deserted by her Crew, was it because they were afraid of drowning 
her, did not the English drive them out of her and take possession immediately. 
The ship and all that was taken out of her, after she attacked the King’s Fri- 
gates under your cannon without any sort of reason is absolutely the property 
of the Captors, and from you I expect a fair and full account of all that was 
carried on shore that Night, and that the whole as well as the ship be preserved 
as English property to be disposed of as I shall direct. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most bumble Servant, 

(Sd.) CCKTIS BABNETT, 

Laenick oe Fout "I 
St. David ; > 

6ih April 1746 0. S. J 
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Thursday, the 8”* January 1746-7. 
At a Oonsitltation, Present: 


John Hinde, Esq"., Deputy Govevnour. 

Edward Oroeie. 

■William Holt. 

Charles Eloter. 

Alexander Wtnch. 

Thomas Cooke, Jun'. 


The Eeputy Governour acquaints tlie Board that He has received a Letter 
■ rom the President of Bombay, wherein He acknowledges the Receipt of What 
, ^ , wrote them advising of the Loss of 

c r m om ay. Madi'ass ; And that he has wrote our 

Board hy Way of Arcott, which is not yet come to hand, and that they have 
directed the Gentlemen at Suratt to remit us by bill on that place, forty thou- 
sand (40,000) Rupees, and tl>at our Indents for Stores, shall be complied 
with as far as they can spare from their own Garrison, but that the Supply can- 
not reach us till March or April which. We are sensible off. He further advises 
that they have wrote our Hon’ble Masters of the Loss of Madrass by way of 
Bussorali the 7**^ November. . 


« 




ft 


ft 


General Letters read vizt. No, 1 from the President and Council of 
Bombay, expressing their Concern for the Loss of Madrass and advising of 
forty thousand (40,0001 Rupees sent us by way of Surat and Arcott, also assur- 
ing us that they will not fail to comply wdth our Indents as far as is consistent 
with the Safety of their own Garrison, as soon as the Season of the year will 
sdmit. 

ft ft ft ft ft ft ft 

EDW. CROKE. 

CHARLES ELOTER. 

W. HOLT. 

A. WTNCH. 

THOMAS COOKE, Jun^ 


Saturday, the 24”* January 1746-7. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

John Hinde, Esq*., Deputy Governour. 

Edward Croke. 

William Holt. 

Charles Eloter. 

. Alexander Wtnch. 

Thomas Cooke, Jun'. 

'ft ft ft - ft ft * ft 

The Deputy Governour represents to the Board that He has received a 
, „ Letter from the old Nobab Anaverdy 

letter from Nabob Anaveidy Cawn. importing his Expectation of some 

869 F. D. ' / 
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allo-vrance from the Company towards defraying the great Expenee He is at in 
the t wo Annies eommtinded hy his two Sons tlmt now lye at our Jiound Hedge, 
as He says, purely for the Defence of this Settleiecnt, Ho likewise sets forth 
that He has received continual messages or rather Demands on the same 
Account from ilohofoz Cawn & Mahomed Ally Cawn his Sons, with wiiom 
Be has had an Interview and hmg discoursed on the suhic'ct. and upon the 
whole He represents to the Hoard that it is imjio^sihle to put them olT longer 
without paying them something more than the small presents they have yet 
had, and that a farther delay inay be attended with the Utmost ill Consequence 
to our Uon’blo Master’s Atfairs. As We have yet received no certain Ad vices nor 
indeed any at all from our Eriends when We may expect to he succoured, and 
the Deputy Govemour having represented to them in the strongest Terms, 
that it is not in our Power to advance any of the large Sums they so often 
talk off as Lacks of Pagodas and the like, and that under the unhappy Cloud 
our.Master’s Affairs at present areou this Coast, having lost onr head Settlement 
with all the Money & valuable Effects, as likewise that this is a little ]»lace 
depriv’d of all its ancient and natural support, and provided with nothing but 
for its oefence, and as these arc also Times in which all Credit and Commerce 
is at a Stand ; The most we have in our Power is a small Present to convince 
them of our Gratitude for th«*ir Assistance and as a ^^lark of our dutiful and 
respectful llehaviour towards them, and to assure them that our Hun’ble 
Masters will not be ungrateful when they shall receive any Solid & Material 
Marks of their Protection and fr'Oidly Assistance TJ pnn the Whole the Deputy 
Govemour is advised hy the Officers of the Durbar that in consideration of our 
present posture of Affaira for the sum of about six thousand (G,000) Pagodas 
they may he made easy for some Days hy which time We hope our Ships & 
Supplys will arrive; In Consideration of all Which and that the Sum is hutin- 
considerablein comparison of any Risque of disobliging tl»em, and tlterehy giving 
our most Industrious Enemies any Handle against us: Agreed that the 
_ , , above Su»n of six thousand (6,000) 

Pagodasor thereabouts be given in Rupees, 
and that all proper Methods he taken to keep them in a good disposition 
towards us. 


The Houses in Tevenepathm that were within 400 yards of the Port hare- 
ing been pull’d down iu Cvmscquence of an Order of Consultation of the 17‘^‘ 
Kovemhev; The Inhabitants of whom haveing been very importunate to the 
Deputy Governour in regard to their sufferings on that Occasion, The same is 
now tiiken into Consideration, and as it appears they have been all contrary 
to the establish’d Rules given to be observed at the beginning of this Settlement, 
It is generally Agreed that they have no pretensions to any Restitution being 
made them for any Houses within that distance, but as oiir Slilitary Officers 
still represent it to he very requisite for the Seciuity of the Fort to' level the 
nihaiiUants of Teveaepabun to iw Kcoaipenc’d for Grouud yet farther. In Cjise "We may 
tteir Houses. find it. necessary to come to a Resolution 

of so doing, it is thought reasonable and hereby Agreed to allow the Owners 
of such Houses a proportionable reeompence for the same. 


*•*»*« 

ED W. OR ORE. 
CHARLES FLOYER 
W. HOLT. 

A. WYNGH. - 
THOMAS COOKE,' Juu^ 



Satiinlay, (ho 31*‘ January 174G-7. 

At a CoKSULTATioN, Pkusicnt: 
John IIinwh, Esq"., DejJtihj Uoveniour, 
EjWAJU) CllOKlJ. 

"William Holt. 

CiiAULi'S Eloyku. 

Alkxandkk "WYNcn. 

Thomas Cookb, Jun'* 


Ajrrccd that a General lAdtcrhe drawn o«it&spntto the President & 
^ , , . „ „ Council of Pciimill to advise tliein that 

c«.i.LK.Mirrp,i.. Erei.eh Sliips mentioned to be 

arriv’d .at Pondicherry in our last, left that place tliei'O"' past hound seemingly 
to the ?onihivard. 'J’lint \V(; w<‘rc sorry ]lis Majesty’s Squadron did not 
appear before tliey went, ns they might have sfoppM n great many Bales & 
Valuable Effeets put on hoard them, ns lilccwisc have prevented their Doing 
anv mischief in other Parts of India. And that Me think it cannot now be long 
before some Ships come to us to lake awjiy our Halc< & to relievo the Garrison 
which could not have suhsisted had not the President & Council of Bombay 
supplycd us with forty thousaiid (*10,000) KupeC'!. 

ED'W. CHOKE. 

CHAULES PLOTER. 

IIOET. 

A. "WYNCn. 

TUO^ilAS COOKE, Jun’- 


Pridny, the 27*’’ 3?Vhruary 174G-7. 

At A Consultation, PiiKSLNT: 
John IIinjik, Esq*., l)ei>uly Govertmir, 
EmvAiin CiioKB. 

M'illiam JIolt. 

CnAiiLKS Eloybr. 

Alk-vaniiku Wynch. 


Thomas Cookjs, Jun’* 

The Deputy Governour represents to the hoard that He hath certain Intel- 
. , . „ . . . , ligcncc the Enemy is comeing against us 

* > » . h '■ jdi'gQ Party catnc out of Pondicljerry 

yesterday to Arcacopang with all ncces?sarys proper for such a Design ; upon Hear- 
ing of which Kews AVc order’d Oapt. Gingins to march out early this JMorn- 


ing writh about 300 European & Topass Soldiers as likewise Oapt. Hollond 
attended by Mr. Halihurton & Mr. Joseph Eowke with a small Party of 
European Horse as many as wc could get fit for service, together with all 
our Peons to the number of about three thousand to assemble at the Company’s' 
Gardens. "Whereupon viewing the whole it ivas thought they made a tolerable 
figure able to oppose at least for some time any Forces the French could as yet 
bring against us, (ns far as Wo could learn by the advices receiv’d of them) 
if the Blacks do not desert us. And by tbo appearance of our Military attended 





by the Gun-room Crew wit.li some Artillery & our European Horsemen, Wo 
hope they will be encourng’d to stand their Ground, hut without them We 
think the Country People would give away as not being us’d to stand against 
the fire of regular Troops, hut Care has not been wanting to put their Chiefs 
in mind to exercise them often & make them fit for Service in our Way of 
engageing & the manner shewn them how to liehave in time of Action, Agreed 
that we consult the Chief Officers of the Garrision, If we can risque the same 
N umber of Military in the field that wex*e out tliis morning «& leave a sufficient 
Number of Men in the Fort for its Security. 


The Deputy Governour also represents that he has advice that Mocr Sub 
Governour of Velloure, has assisted the French with 300 Horse, on which as He 
is well assur’d that Horsemen are of great Service in the field, He has entertain- 
„ ^ „ .... ed about 70 M ora ttoes being as many as 

Moratta Horso ouicrtainca. ^ xj* n p 

Ho cov\id {?et from Mohofoz Oawn & 
Mahmed Ally Cawn while they were encamp’d near our Bounds a short time 
past, & that He has wrote repeated Letters to them for more, as well as to request 
their assistance against the Enemy who he has advis'd are coming against us, as 
likewise to Gingee for one or two hundred Horsemen as good as can be got, & to 
Captain Hopldns at S*' Th®. Mount to send immediately to our assistance a 
thousand Pollygars, He. being advis’d that those people have offer’d their 
assistance. 


EDW. CEOKE. 
CHAELES FLOYER. 


W. HOLT. 
A. WTNCH. 


THOMAS COOKE, Jun^- 


Sunday Evening, 1st March 1746-7. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

John Hinds, Esq' * Deputy Governour, 

Edward Croke. 

William Holt. 

Charles Floter. 

Alexander Wtnch. 

Thomas Cooke, Jutf- 

The Deputy Governour acquaints the board that He being advis’d not to 
-keep the whole Party of Military out that were review’d yesterday. He had 
order’d Ensign Scrimpshaw with ah Hundred men to stay at the Company’s 
Gardens, & Capt. Gingins with the Remainder into the Fort, the Peons were 
to keep round about, but not to go too far from the Military for fear of a Sur- 
prize from the Enemy who were advanc’d about half way from Pondicherry. 

Early this morning advices.came that the Enemy marched forward apace, 

Frcnci, enter our Boanas. ' J betw^n 8 & 9 oClock entered our 

. Dounds, Upon which the Governour orderded 
Capt. . Gingins immediately to march out with 100 European’ & 200 Topasses 
including Ensign Schrimpshaw’s Party, & the Train of Atillery with orders 
to endeavour if possible to hinder the Enemy’s crossing Penniar River .& 
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tnlxlnc; Possession of llio Ganlon House, whom TTo judged rightly they would 
endeavour to fix their Head Quarters, the Horsemen were also out under the 
Command of Capt. John HoIIond. Our Hen made a stand for some time near 
the Points of Tevetiepatani & Patcherce, The Enemy being five times the 
Kumher of ours, hut het ween one & two our Troops march’d forward to the 
Hanks of J’cjiniar Riven*, ’J’ho Enemy being on the other Side, & immediately 
the Field Pieces fir'd very briskly on both Sides. Between 4< & 5 the Enemy 
press'd hard tjpon our IVoops who did not give way but fir’d briskly their 
small Arms, but in the Husk of the Evening, ours being a small body in com- 
parison to the Numbers of tlio Enemy, could not keep the Field all Night, so 
were oblig'd to retreat into the Fort which they did in good order & brought 
all the Artillery with them, &, by this means left the Enemy to proceed as 
they pleas'd. 

I’hc Olliccrs upon coming in. report their People in general behav’d very 
Tvrn.t Cfir iv-jir t.i ts»c J-riwr'ii t.ty Well, could Jiot do morc than they did 

with such a Handful of men against the 
Force of the Enemy, being as they believe at least one thousand Europeans 
besides Topasses, Cotfrees it .St'apoys alfogeiher about two thousand. The say 
they had but little assistance from the Peons &, none from the Horatto Hor.se, 
tliey keeping at :t great distanee would not ctnne near our Horsemen, that 
they stayed ns long in the Field as they could with Prudence, & report the 
Ktiemy to have acted cowardly in not advancing soon upon them; They believe 
they must have done the Enemy some damage as (he Field Pieces were fired 
betwt‘eii (j &, 7 hundred times, on our side Wc liave only one Topass kill’d, 3 
Europeans wounded a few Peons. 




EDW. CROKE. 
CHARLES FLOYER. 

W. HOLT. 

A. 'WYNCH. 

THOMAS COOKE, Jun’* 


Monday, the 10'‘‘ March 17*16-7. 

At a Co.vfiuiTATiON, Phesent: 

Jonx Hi.NDr, EsqV, Deputy Governour, 

EnwAnn Cuokk. 

WiLLiAii Holt. 

CHAHLES FlOVER. 

Alexakjder Wrxen. 

j 

Tiio:u:As Cooke, Jun'. 

General Letters N®. 18 & 19 from Bombay read. The former advising 
_ , , , _ , that By Order of Governour Morse, Mr, 

ro. rt. lom om #y. Haliburton had transmitted them the 

several Articles Papers relating to the Loss of Madrass, & enclosing a List 
ihercof, Copy of which is Ordered to he enter'd hereafter. They likewise 
advise that agreahlc to the directions they had received from the President 
' Council at Fort St. George They had at length ransom'd the Hon’ble Company's 
Ship Princess Augusta for eight thousand 8^000 Rupees, exclusive of some other 
809 F. D. 
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cliarges & that they should he glad to know in what Manner, they judge 
suitable to employ her. 

« c * « 

Mr. Kohert Clive having behaved s a Volunteer, in the late Engagement 
. „ ..... & requesting to be entertain’d an En- 

Ensign-s CommSBsion given to Mr. Itobort Chve. ^ 

mission Ordered to he drawn out accordingly. 

« « * ' « * * • .: 

EEW. OROKE. . 

CHARLES ELOYER. 

W. HOLT. 

A. WYHOH. 

THOMAS COOKE, Jun'. 


At a CoNSTJi/rATiON, Peesbnt : 
Chables Eloybe, Esq®., Qovernour. 
Edwabe Okoke. 


Albxaedbb Wynoh. 
WiiiiiXAM Holt. 


Thomas Cooke, Jun'. 


Ensign William de Morgan arriving here a few days past & making Ap- 
plication to he continued in that Commission, Examination is thereupon had 
into the manner of his escape from Madrass, In vindication whereof He humbly 
refers the Board to a Letter He wrote Mr. Hinde whilst at Vizagapatam under 
date the 8“‘ April wherein He had given a perfect relation of that Proceeding. 
The said Letter being produced by the Governour is delivered the Secretary 
& read as entered hereafter, & as it appears* from several Circumstances of 
the said Letter as well as from other Accounts that He did not desert his Post 
till the Surrendry of the Tow'n was actually agreed on, which putting it out of 
his power to be of any farther Service in the Defence of it. He then escaped 
with his men thinking to come immediately to the relief of this place then in 
the Utmost Want of Assistance, & as it likewise plainly appears that by this 
proceeding He was not only the Preserver of his men but of a Couple of Ships 
that n\ust otherwise have infallibly fallen into the Hands of the enemy, in 
considcKition of these Consequences & of his good Intentions to come to the 
llclief of this Garrison, The Board think it but just that He be acquitted 
, p • TV j M herein and as such. It is Oi’dered that a 

ComKsie'ion granted Ensign Wm. de Morgan. „ , . , uumu c 

new Commission be drawn out and deli- 
vered him for to act in his former Capacity. 


Wonsii*- Sin, 

Tlie above is what I had just finish’d at Vizagapatam when Mr. Prince 
.sent nu; an order to get ready lo go to Port S‘ David & Ship Success which 
inruie me defer sending the Letter as I was coming myself. On the IS"* 
Uiliiiio in the Night I went aboard & the Id*** in the Morning We weighed 


& stood off S. S. E; Tlie "Wind at S. W. We could but just see tlie Dol- 
phin’s Nose when the Ship prov’d so leaky We was obliged to put back again 
and -u-eut away to Callingapatam where We sent Letters ashore to be for- 
warded to Vizagapatam, in answer to which We had orders to make the best 
of our Way to Ganjam, whore I am now wailing with impatience till I can 
Meet with such another opportunity which I am afraid won’t be till August. 

The 3"* Instant I had the agreeable News of the arrival of our Squadron 
from Eengall which occasion’d the flight of the cursed Enemy Ave liave to deal 
with, & don’t doubt to hear by the next packet of your Worship’s being in 
]jossession of Pondicherry & Madrass. 

I was in great hopes of being there at the taking of it, but as there is no 
possibility of expecting Such Honours, I beg leave with submission to conclude. 

WoBSH’’ Sib, 

Tour Worship’s most obedient, 

— April 1747. most humble & submissive Servant, 

WILLIAM DB MORGAN. 


Monday, the 31'‘ August 1747. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Charles Eloteb, Esq“., Governoiir. 
Edward Croke. 

Alexander Winch. 

William Holt. 

Thomas Cooke, Jun'. 

e « e ^ 


From Nabob Nabzir Jdmo, To the Commodore of the English Men of War. 
Receiv’d, the 6 June 1747. 

The Contents of your Letter explain’d to me that You had once wrote me 
before & that the French who possess’d Chinapatam are troublesome 
This was occasion’d by the Carelessness & Want of Diligence of the Deputy 
of that Fort, who notwithstanding he had a considerable quantity of warlike 
Stores & other Implements & provisions enough to support against a Siege, 
surrendered so strong a Fort & has been the occasion of the universal 
Destruction, Loss & Misfortune of the Inhabitants in General, He was the 
cause of all the Merchants & other Tradesmen being plunder’d of aU their 
Money & Effects, & the means of all the Disturbances. I never receiv’d the 
other Letter You spoke off, & as to What You wrote me that the above mis- 
fortune had happened by Mahaphoojee Cawn’s neglecting to give his assistance, 

I must inform you that the said Cawn was near the & offer’d a 

Siege & Engagement. But by reason of the ’ of the Place, as 

well as yonr not sending any Assistance, & the Impatience that had been 

made of in some things, [did not accomplish the Design, & it was 

the Will of God Almiglity, it is not any Ways owing to the Disregard of the 
brave Anaverdy Cawn. 

« * ■ * « .* 


Exd. — B. M. 
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To the Honourable the Court o£ Dircotors for Affairs of the Honourable the United 
Compan}’ of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

HoNOiniABn3 

Tlie unfortunate occasion of this unexpected address from us, is to advise 
your Honours of the Loss of your valuable Settlement of Madrass which to 
our Unspeakable Concern is now in the Possession of our Enemys the Erench. 
As the Gentlemen there seem to think the absence of His Majesties Squadron 
(which they no doubt depended upon for Assistance) greatly conduced to this 
i^Iisfortune, We shall give an account of what we know for certainty of their 
Motions only ; and leave your Honours to form Judgement without Presuming 
to give any of our own. i 

The 29“* April ]\P Barnet departed this Life at — Place when -all the 
Ships were here or near us, but the Winchester^ Lord Thomas Bertie who was 
expected daily from Bombay and arrived 26*'* May, from which time Captain 
Peyton who then Commanded the Squadron as Senior Captain, determined on 
•going to refit his Ship, the Medtoay, which was very leaky at Trancomalay Bay 
on the Island of Zeylone and to take the whole Squadron with him. The SO*** 
your Honours Ship i[\^ JPrincess Mary arrived on whome we had Orders to send 
to Madrass what bales we had ready and to receive from Lord Thomas Bertie 
Sixty (60) Chests of Treasm’e brought from Bombay on your Honours Account ; 
to keep what we wanted for the Use of this Settlement and to send remainder on 
the JPrincees Mary but not to detain her longer in our Hoad then the Squadron 
staid there. In Pursuance of which we kept Sixteen (16) Chests here and loaded 
the remainder on that Ship, and prevailed on Captain Peyton to stay till the 9th 
June, but it hapning to blow very fresh at that time we could not load more 
then two hundred and Twenty two (222) Bales which as it lias since proved was 
very fortunate. Tlie 9*'* she sailed for Madrass under Convoy of His Majesties 
ship the Lively as did the rest of the Squadron for Trancomalay. On the 17* 
Captain Peyton wrote IM' Hinde from Nagapatam that as they were just got 
to the Bay, the Preston's Bow Sprit was sprung and She could Cary no sail, for 
which reason they were obliged to Bare away for that Place in order to refit 
her and then Sail for Trancomalay. On the 25*'* at day Break from the Mast 
head Negapatara Road they made several ships in sight and found them to 
be (9) nine Erench Ships but the It'inds being very light, they cou’d not get 
up with each other till half past four in the Evening, at which time an En- 
gagement began and lasted till about seven when it grew dark. The Next 
Slorning they were near one another and continued so all the day. At Eour 
in the afternoon Captain Peyton summoned, a Councell of "Warr, where it was 
agreed not to Engage the Enemy but to proceed for Trancomalay Bay, as the 
Erench did for Pondicherry and arrived there the 27* : In the English Squa- 
dron were fourteen killed and forty six wounded, but not one killed or hurt 
on the Medtoay. On the Erench side we cannot learn the particulars for any 
certainty, their Squadron consisted of the Achilles, a Seventy Gun Ship,; Six 
Company’s Ships and Two Country ships. The Achilles with three of them 
left Europe together .in April was twelve months. Two of them were return- 
ing Ships detained at the Islands for this purpose, and all reinforced as much 
as'thcy cou’d there. Captain Peyton kept the Squadron at Trancomalay till the 
begining of August when he came on the Coast and appeared off Negapatam 
the 6*. The Erench Squadron consisting of Eight Ships, (one being gone to 
Bengali and is since lost in that River with Two hundred & Eighty, (280) 
Europeans) Weighed from Pondicherry the 24* July for the Southward, and 
near then in that Road, stood out to meet the English Squadron which stood 
to the Southward from them, and the Erench then returned, the 7* both 
Squadrons did the same as likewise the 8* & 9* : The lO*** the English dis- 
appeared, on which the Erench returned, and on the 33* anchored in Pondi- 
cherry Road. The 17* the Eight Ships weighed for Madrass Road where they 
arrived the IS*'' and Eired on the Princess Mary, which was returned from the 
Ship and from the Eort. Each ship gave her a broadside as she stood to the 
Northward and another as she returned, and then stood to the Southward again. 
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TVe are sine informed tliey had two motires for this Expedition, One was to 
make a Plea with the Country Government that the English Committed the 
first Hostillities ashoar, and the other to see if Captain Peyton wou*d come to 
our assistance or not; The 23^ Captain Peyton with the Squadron stood into 
Pullical Road where he sent his Lieutenant M'* Weeims on hoard a Vessel in the 
Road who was there told of all the Circumstances of their attacking the J?rinoess 
Mary and of their then being between Madrass and Pondicherry, on which he 
disappeared, and has never since been heard of, or from by any of the English, 
though their has no lost or Pains been spared for that purpose, as may easily be 
imagined from the Since mellancholly situation of affairs on this Coast. The last 
letter that was received from any one belonging to the Squadron was from Captain 
Peyton to Govern' Morse dated the 4* August when he was just come out 
from refitting. This unhappy conduct so animated our Enemys tb at they deter- 
mined on attacking Port S‘ George. "We call it unhappy because it hastruely 
been sad in its consequences, though what reason Captain Peyton could have 
for this Proceeding we know not. Accordingly the 2® the Erenoh squadron 
Weighed again from Pondichery. The they landed their Men at St. Thome 

and thereabouts, and the 6‘’* began the attack chiefly depending upon their 
shells. The 10**' the Town surrender’d but on what Terms as we are not per- 
fectly Informed, we shall not presume to trouble your honours with Plying • 
Reports. We are pretty well assured there are as yet no Terms complyed 
with, and that Monsieur Le Preminit is gone there from Pondicherry to com- 
mand the Garrison. The 2^ Instant the seven Prenoh ships in the Road 
having taken what quantity of money. Goods, Ammunition and Stores they 
thought proper were to sail the 3^ for Pondichery, and from thence imme- 
diately hither to attack this Place, hut it plfeased God that night and the next 
Morning it Blew so hard as to Pounder the Dtio de Orleans, their second Ship 
in force, & Two more, the Jchilles of Seventy Guns, the Commoders, and only 
Ship of Considerable Force either cut away, or lost all her Masts, as did the 
three others, so thalt twelve hundred (1,200) men have perished,' and the whole 
Squadron is Utterly disabled, and tlfol' Design against this place .render 
Impracticable for the Present, thongj,! it is the opinion of most of our 
Officers that had they come, we should jbave, taken up more of their time than 
they had to spare. We have about Twenty of the King’s people that were left 
ashoar sick who have put our Gun-room in Excellent order, some of the people 
came to us from Madras though not many. The additions and alterations 
to our Port within this Twelve month have made it Infinitely more secure than 
it was. We have full six months Provisions of all Kinds in the Port so that we . 
doubt not we should have been able to make a defence for a considerable Time 
had they come ; they now Talk of comeing to us by Land, in which ^4 ' We 
Bless God we are no ways apprehensive but with the Common pro jon 
of Providence we shall be able to Defend and Secure this Place till 
we are releived, for which purpose We assure your Honours our Utmost 
Endeavours shall be used. Your Honour Vessels the Mermaid and Advice 
Snoto were both taken by the Prenoh Squadron in Madras Road and 
both lost in the Storm, The Princess Mary was skuttled and run into 
the surf, but is since got off by the Preneb. The Sumatra and Brilliant 
from the West Coast passed by this Road the 19“* August. They were near 
enough for us to see they had colours out, and we knowing the Prench Squa- 
dron was off Conimere or thereabouts, made a Waft of our Plag for Six hours 
and Pired a Gun which the Masters say they did not see, «So sailed on into the 
Squadron w®'* having English Colours they took for ours, and were lost but had 
Time to throw their Papers overboard. It must naturally appear to your 
Honours and indeed to all the World a very Extraordinary Circumstance that 
the Nabob and Country Government should permit our Enemies to take this 
advantage of us, When it has been in obedience to their Commands and for the 
Peace and Welfare of their Country alone, that has prevented the. English 

a long while from acting in the same manner and thereby putting it out 

of their Power to give .us this answer, to which the French say they bad 

the Nabob’s permission for these Hostillitys ashoar, and do not Scruple to dcr 
dare puhlickly they gave him One hundred thousand (100000) Pagodas for the . 
Liberty of so doing, and when they landed their People they produced his Per?* 
wanah which met with Universal Credit, though the Nabob now disowns his 
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liaving granted any. Your Honours may Le sure all Methods that can.be thought 
of liave been used to represent to the Nabob the Monstrous Injustice as, well as 
111 Pollicy of this his Proceeding, to which he replyes he nerer gave them 
any such Liberty. That his son was going to the Assistance of Madrass, 
but it -was given up before he Cou*d get thither, and assures us he will 
Joyn with the English to destroy Pondicherry. This was the substance of 
his Letter in answer to Mr. Hindes’ remonstrances to him, and assures us 
of his assistance though at the same lime he carrys on a close Correspon- 
dance with the French and expects no doubt his share of the Booty, in which 
respect it is possible he may be disappointed. We shall not fail to keep on 
good Tcims with thorn, though wee Cannot Platter ourselves with hopes 
of much of any assistance from him as nothing of that Nature has yet appeared 
in consequence of his repeated Promises, though we have been in daily expect- 
ation of our Enemyes appearing against us, as no doubt they would before now, 
had not many unforseen Circum.stances Concurr’d to keep them much longer 
at ]\Iadrass than they lor wc cou’d have Expected after the Surrend of that 
Place, and at last this for us most Portunate Storm, which we look upon as 
distinguishing klark of Providence in our Pavour that greatly encourages us 
under our present difficultys, the particulars of which We shall not take up 
your Honours leisure with as it is not now in your Power to relieve us in 
Time, hut wc have wrote to Bengali and Bombay for that purpose, and hope 
they will have regard enough for your Honours Interest to succour us speedily 

On the 25”' August arrived at Slayhee Thi’ee Prench ships, one called the 
Cantanr of Seventy Guns being of equal Porce and burthen with the Achilles, 
One of Forty and another of Twenty Guns, those ships arrived at Pondicherry 
the 27”' of September and sailed from thence the 14”' instant. Pour that came 
out of Europe in Company with them arc said to be gone for China. We have 
no news of the arrival of any of your Honours ships in India. We hear from 
Mocha that Mr. Adair dyed at Beethporckee as did Captain Wells of the PeWcw 
at Bombay, We have had no news from Bengali this season. The Merinaidh 
Packet coiueing from thonco fell into the Enemyes hands in Madrass Road. 
The Sumatra is we heai’d designed from Pondichery for Europe where the 
Shatter’d Keniains of Monsieur La Bourdonnais Squadron is Bound, or the 
above three ships we cannot learn as yet. Fifty of the Military belonging to 

jMadrass perished on the three, ships that were lost, the remainder they sent 

and relcived them as the people themselves .say for being them in the storm. 

There was not only a great deal of the military out of Madrass on board those three 
ships but a good number was lost at the same time going to Pondicherry in open 
boats. The Intercourse of letters between Madrass and this place have been stoped 
ever since the Town was invested, only three from Governor Morse to M' 
Hinde having came out as yet from thence, and the fear of their being Inter- 
cepted occasions their being wrote only in General Terms, so that we know not 
for certainty on what Footing the Gentlemen there are, but M"' Morse writes 
the Be Tong the Dutch Governor of Pullicat refused giving the Women and 
Children his Protection, and sent them all back again which was a gi’eat In- 
conveniency to the Place. M*" Morson, the Governour at Negapatam has 
been more’ humane and has taken all the familys from this Place under his 
Protection and Treats them with great humanity. Immediately on hearing 
Madrass had surrendered We came to a Kesolution of stopping the Investment, 
as your Gash was very low indeed about Ten thousand(10,000) Pagodas only, 
though the merchants have had no advance since we received the silver men- 
tioned above from Bombay, which w'as the hegining of June, notwithstanding 
which and many other Impediments which your Honours may be more fully 
apprized of hearafter from our Letters between Madrass and here, we have 
about One thousand Five hundred (1500) Bales and shall in January be able to 
make them up One thousand Bight hundred (1800,) to Load a ship. Please God, 
we have any come to us, and had more money we eou*d Provide much more ; 

John, Crahh, Quarter Master of one of His Majesties Ships having a little 
money and being desirous to secure it, we have received into your Honoiu’S 
Cash One- hundred and Ninety. (190) Pagodas ' for which we have given him 
certificates of the Jieceipt, and request he may be paid in England the amounts 
of the same : 
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Supplement. 

Since writing tlie above we have received a Letter signed by Governour 
Morse and the Gentlemen at Madrass, Copy of which we send Inclosed in this 
Packet. In it is mentioned Articles, of Capitulation, for the Eamson of that 
Place which is all we yet know and thought proper to advise your Honours of 
it. What the terms are we know not but they are. very III kept by Monseiur 
Dupleix, the Governour of Pondicherry, who sent out Three hundred (300) men 
to surprize them on the Way, which they did and have carried them all Prisoners 
of War into Pondicherry. The Three Ships that we .advise above to be sailed 
from Pondicherry are returned with Two of the Disabled ships, so that they 
are now in that Road and the offing Pive ships compleatly Rigg’d and Five 
Disabled besides small vessels. We are with the utmost Pidellity and Respect, 

Honourable 

> 

■ Your faithfull and most obedient & 

Humble Servants 

Poet St. David JOHN HINDE 

mh Ooidber, 1746, ) EDWARD OROKE 

CHARLES TAYLER 
WILLIAM HOLT 
ALEXANDER WYNOH 
THOMAS COOKE June. 


To the Honourahle the Court ofDii’ectors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the United Company of 
' . Merchants of England tradeing to the East Indies. 

HoNOUBABIiB. 

Our last address bore date the 17'^ October and went by your Honours 
Sloop the Porto hello, which sailed from Negapatam the 22^: In this Packet comes 
a Pifth Copy of that Letter. Since that time your Honours Affairs on this Coast 
have Continued in the same Uncertain Posture. We have not been so fortu- 
nate as to receive either Letters or Succours from Bengali though so near us 
and to Windward, and we have been very Importunate in our Letters on this 
occasion, The -only alterations in our favour Since we wrote you last is that 
we have prevailed w*** the Country Government to declare in our favour and 
in Consequence of it the Nabob sept his Son Mahmed Ally Cawn with about 

• ;Two thousand Horse to our assistance the begining of last month, notwith- 

• standing- which, the French thought Proper, the Ultimo, to come against us 
with their whole Porce from Pondichery when Ave. made the best Defence we 
were able, and notwithstanding they got as far as the Garden House We had 
the good Fortune on the 9**' to drive them out and compel them to a very Pre- 
cipitate Retreat. In which they had Killed and Wounded by the best accounts 
We can get, Upwards of a-hundred and seventy of their soldiers, they left behind 
•two mortars, all their Ammunition & Camp Furniture, Every thing they 
brought but the Arms they bore, our Loss was very inconsiderable. The 20*'* 
.We are advised they fitted out a Force by sea to surprize us that day but 
Providence disappointed them, some of their Boats were drove ashoarand 
their ammunition all spoiled, which reduced them to a necessity of laying 
aside their Design and putting back into Aria Copang River : The 31“‘ We 
had a skirmish by Land, we again obtained an advantage over them, and 
had we even then been succoured your Honours Affairs would have been in all 
humain-probabillity Restored in a great measure If not altogether. The Nabob 
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was so well disposed towards us, but as yet we have not bad a line or any assist-- 
ance from Bengali since Madrass was taken, now 4 months. The Nabob’s 
Eldest son; Mahofiz Cawn, is now joyned by bis Brother, and the Expence of 
the Camp Amounts to Upwards of Six thousand Rupees day, and they 
with reason grow Extreamly linpatient and we fear will Quit our Interest, 
if some ships do not appear soon to assist us. Shipping of all Nations have 
long since been on the Coast, and to our great concern and Uneasiness Eour 
of the Erench Squadron are returned and are now at Pondicherry, one of 
them -the Cantaur^ best ship they- liare in India, and Eire more ships in' 
that Road, in all Nine, and it is that Renders our Scituation so precarious, and for* 
which reason we send this away in a hurry to Tranquebar least we should be- 
besieged and deprived of an opportunity of so doing. With it we send our Con- 
sultation, the Loss of Madrass, which contain a Journal of what we have done 
for the Preservation of the Settlement for which our Utmost Endeavours have 
been Employed, we hope it will meet with your Honours approval. We sha ll 
only add we think it somewhat unkind in our Countrymen and Eellow Servants 
to have abandoned us, and that we will do all wee can under these discourageing 
Circumstances, and Trust to Providence for the Events. Hitherto we have been 
but a small Expence, our Presents to the Country Government not Exceeding 
above Three thousand 3,000 Pagodas, Triffle not worth mentioning in Proportion 
to the Expcnce they are at, and the Desquiet it has given our Enemys, who are 
trying every possible method to make up Affairs with them, and the above Cir- 
cimislance greatly Eacillitate their Negotiation as they clog the Wheels of ours. 
Wo have in General Terms promised in your Honours’ name that we will not 
be ungrateful for any favours The Nabob may to show us : 

Whilst the above was writeing a Message came from the Nabob’s sons ad- 
viseing that their Eather was actually treating with the Erench, and that Eour 
Prisoners were sent to Pondicherry from Arcot w'’’ Renders our -Aff airs to 
Precarious that we shall only advise your Honours of the Arrival of what 
shipping is to come to our Knowledge, and send this away in hopes of haveing 
an Oppertunity of writeing again by this ship a Day or Two hence. In the 
meantime We shall use all possible methods with the Nabob and his sons to 
have regard to our Interest according to their Repeated Promises, and to pro- 
cure the Restitution of Madrass as one of the Terms, if possible, which they 
still promise, as well as our security, though their Councils are so Influened by 
Immediate Gain, there is no depending upon them : 

On the 23rd October Comodore Griffin in the Princess Mary and with the 
Pearl Arrived at Atchcen and sailed from thence for Ballasore, the 2^ of Nov- 
, ember to joyn His Majesties Squadron, who were all safe in that River, the be- 
gining of September. The 6“* November the Britannia Captain Sommer Put 
into Madrass but got clear as soon as he found out his Mistake, and we hear since 
he is at Galle whither we have sent him orders to come here. The Soughton 
Captain Worth went to Bcncoolen, and from thence Endeavom’ed to get to 
Madrass but fell to leeward and came here, the h”* December, and on hearing 
Madrass was taken he went away at Eleven at Night Contrary to orders, and 
we Eireing at him, without sending us the Packet or Intelligence of any kind 
whatever which disheartned our Garrison Extreamly in the necessitous Condi- 
tion wo must be in and greatly Encouraged our Enemys. On the 28*1* and 30*'' 
September The Marlbrotigh and Montford arrived at Bengali as did the Salis- 
bury the 10“* October. The llcliester arrived at Anyengo the of October. 
Tlie fFartoich arrived at Bombay the 19*** November, and Severn from Mocha 
the 27“*: The Bssex sailed from thence for Great Britain the 16‘'‘ September last 
fully laided with Coffee, and the Pelham at the same Time who was dispatched 
to be filled up at Tillicheriy, left that Place the lO*** October. The Somerest 
and Dragon were Safe in the Streights of Sunda, and all was well at the West 
Coast when the Rougidon left that Place. 

We hear from Pondicherry that the St. Lewis is loading for Europe and 
Princess Mary for the Islands, M! Morse, Manson, Stratten» and Savage are there 
prisoners at Tranquebai-, M' Harris here, and M"" Eowke at PuUicat. Severall 
of the Inferior Serv*': are here whome we arc obliged to provide for or they cou’d 
not subsist. John Pybus being a new hand We have Employed him in the 

820 F. D. . 
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Secretary’s Office and take the liberty of recommending him to your Honours 
Favour, The French have made a most advantageous use of last Month, and thus 
haveingin that time brought every thing away from Madrass that is Valuable or 
Useful for the defence of Pondicherry without 'any Molestation, and stocked 
themselves with grain from that Place which waS.much wanted at their own. 
On the Receipt of a letter from the President and ‘Council before they left 
Madrass desireing us to send.the Proper Orders as they Qou’d not to the Northern 
Settlements &' Shipping, We directed the Gentlemen at Vizagapatam to send 
what bale they had hither, Provided any of your Shipping Called there under 
‘Proper Convoy, and at Ingeram to send them likewise, provided they had not 
already sent them to Bengali as the Gentlemen there had advised them, but to . 
act descretionally in Case of any Enemies appearing, as then there was none at 
each Place, they have about (800) Eight hundred Bales white and Brown and 
we have about Seventeen hundred (l.'FOO) which we wish we may have 
Tonnage for. We shall now concluded with assuring your Honours We have 
omitted nothing that occurred to us for the Preservation of the Settlement and 
we Bless God our Endeavours hitherto have been Crowned with as much 
Success as our Warmest Expectations Cou*d hope for. Wo wish we may be 
releived in Time for we were always 111 provided, and are now in the Utmost 
want of almost Every thing. We hope to have the “pleasure to advise you by 
this ship of the arrival of the Squadron on the Coast, and we are in the mean- 
time with the utmost Fidellity and respect : 


Honourable. 

Fort St. David 
10th JavP 1746-7. 

WILLIAM HOLT 

ALXANDER WTNCH 
THOMAS COOEE June. 


Tour most Faithful and Obt. hum Ser**; 

JOHN HINDE 
EDWARD OROKE 
CHARLES FLOTER 


Foatsoript. 

Since closeing the above we have News from Vizagapatam by a Boat 
arrived at Pullicat that M'^ Prince there has sent Saltpetre and Rice for 
the use of this Settlement. That the Kent was arrived there for theirs and the 
Ingeram Bales, and sailed again for Bengali the 26* Ultimo. That the 
Medway had carried away her main mast in heaveing down, that six ships 
wou*d he ready to sail the Neeps between the fall . and change in December, 
that they waited with great Impatience for ComSdore Griffen’s arrival. Since 
this M* Prince writes that he has news, the Commodore arrived the 7* Decem- 
ber at Connika near. Ballasore, that we imagine the 6 : ships must have joyned 
in 6 or 6 days after that or that we may expect to see them every hour on the 
Coast, by this it is plain- the Gentlemen at the Bay have not had the least 
thought of us, nor have we yet received a Letter. We hope it will be possible to 
keep the Nabob in Humour a Httle longer. If that can he done, or any method 
used to preserve this Place till we are succoured, we hope in our next to advise 
your Honours that Madrass is in your possession again on' reasonable Terms. 
Some Expence must be depended upon when such large Negotiations are 
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Transacting with so lucrative a Government as the Moors are well known to be. 

We are 

Honourable, 

Pout St. David, • ^Your Most Paithful and Obt : Hum. .Serv*’: 

Mh 1746.7. 

JOHN HINDE 
EDWAED OROKE, 
CHARLES PLOYER 
WILLIAM HOLT 
ALBXZANDER WYNCH 
THOMAS COOKE June. 


To the Honourable Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable United Company of 
^Icrchants of England trading to tbe East Indies : 

« « ‘ » « c 

Since our last Account of the melancholy Situation of this Settlement 
which must Certainly have appeared to be very Precarious, We had the mis- 
fortune to be reduced to almost inevitable Danger, for as our security chiefly 
depended on the assistance of the Moors, We were soon brought to the utmost 
Extremity by being abandoned by them : notwithstanding all the arguments 
and Persuasions that could possibly be used on our parts to Continue them in our 
Interest, but the long delay of our ships with the uncertainty of their coming 
at all, and the frequent offers and proposals they received from the Prench, 
which arose to five Lack of Rupees, made all our endeavours prove fruitless, as 
we could by no means think of making such offers, and if we could, they would 
have still outbid us, having this advantage of us, that if they did not perform 
their Promises, they could not be on worse Terms then they were, whereas We 
must literally have performed all ours upon the whole. On the 4th Pebruary, 
both their armies, decamp’d, leaving us wholly to ourselves ; In which desti- 
tute Circumstances the Prench, on the last of Pebruary, came out of Pondi- 
cherry, and on the 1st March made another attempt upon us by Land, bringing 
with them a Porce considerably superior to any yet sent or we could equal in 
more than a Quarter part. Nevertheless on their approaching near the Bounds 
We sent out all our Peons, with one hundred Europeans Military two 

hundred Topasses, and some Artillery to repell them if possible at least 

to to their Entrance for awhile in hopes of doing them some mischief, 

and that every hour might produce something in our favour, which as Provi- 
dence ordained, it answered our intentions so well, that though we could not 
defeat them, our party engaged them so warmly, that we had the good fortune 
to keep them from Crossing Punniar River all that day, and to do them consider- 
able Damage, but night coming on and our people no ways equal to keep 
the Pield against such a Superior Porce were constrained to retire to the Port, by 
which means, the Enemy had* an open Peild all that Night, when, and on the 
2^ in the morning early they March’d with all their Troops to the Garden 
House, from whence it would have been impracticable for us to have drove them 
away, but it happen’d very fortunately before they had' Time to raise any Bat- 
teries, or to d .0 much damage in the Bounds, We had the inexpressible Joy and 
satisfaction to discover Nine Sail in the of&ng, which proved to be His Majesties 
Squadron under the Command of Commodore Griffin, this for us most Wel- 
come Sight made them quit their Quarters and betake to Plight immedeately, 
which they did so speedily that though wehad'Eight hundred Men landed with 
the utmost Expedition by the Commodore in order to cut them off in their 
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Retreat, yet they \rere got so far on their way, that it was in rain to pursue 
them, altho: their Stay at the Gardens was very short tliny look care to do as 
much mischief as they could in the time and burnt several Houses about the 
Bounds., but as these Damages arc nothing in Comparison to the ill conse- 
quences that might have attended us had they continued longer for even one 
day more, TTe have reason to Bless God for appearing thus once more so mani- 
festly and critically in our favour. 

* « «- « 

’ We find from several instances in our late Misfortunes tliat the Kabob 
and other Principal persons of this Country arc of such an extream lucrative 
Disposition, that there is no hopes of fixing them stedfast in our Interest b}* 
any other method but by the Rorce of Money, & that they arc so exceeding 
Avaritious (occasioned by the large Proffers they have received from the French) 
that nothing less than I^cks will go near to satisfio them 

These are such large sums beyond what we think in our. Power to dispo.se 
of, that we never Attempted to make them Any such Offers, but as a means to 
encourage them in our Cause, We have several times promised them in General 
Terms that your Honours will not be ungr.#>efull for any substantial Service 
we may receive from them, which with some small pre.'^ents we may make as a 
Pledge o£ our sincerity, We hope will have the desir’d effect & proemu their 
assistence when requir’d. 

The Presents that we made them whilst the Nabob’s two Armies were En- 
camped without our Bounds for near three IMonths at an expcnco of upwards 
of six thousand Rupees Day in our Defence, did not amo‘ to above forty 
thousand (40,000) Rupees which in Comparison to the Sernce they were of in 
defeating the French in their attempt upon this place on the 9*'' of December, 
we are of opinion you will allow to be very inconsiderable, & therefore persuade 
ourselves it will meat with your approval, we endeavoured to keep them longer 
with us for our Security, as we daily expected His Majesties Squadron, & M' 
Hinde offer’d them two thousand (2,000) Rupees Day to stay only ten days, 
but he could not prevail on them : 

*«*«*«* 

Most part of the Military that could escape out of Madrass have come liere 
whom we have taken into Service : 

The Officers are all with us, who offering their Service, as we were much 
in want of them we have continued them in their former Commissions, and the 
Lieutenants having behav’d very well here in the two Actions with the Enemy, 
we take the liberty to recommend them to your Honours to have Captains 
Commissions OonfeiT’d on them ; 

The Iniferiour Officers and Military as well those in the Gun-room, we 
have rewarded with Clothing as more fully set forth in our Consultation of the 
2^ March : 

M^ Robert Olive, "Writer in the Service, being of a Martial Disposition and 
having acted as a Volunteer in our late engagements we have granted him an 
Ensign’s Commission upon his application for the same : 

The number of Military in this Garrison we think necessary to represent; 
was at all times very insufficient for the Defence of it and is much more so at 
this junction, our Enemy’s Garrison at Pondichery being so superior to us, they 
can sally out a thousand Europeans at any time, and commit any damages 
they please about us, for want of a proper number to oppose them, we therefore 
request you will take this into your serious Consideration & that you will 
supply us with as many as appear to he necessary ; 

« » * * « ^ 

Seventhly decounts. 

We are infirietely concerned among other -misfortunes to acquaint you 
that all the Books and Papers relating to your Honours Affairs at Madrass have 
met with the like Fate of that Settlement, and are in possession of the French, 
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wliioli not only Grieves ns, tliattliey sliouH fall under their inspection, hut 
renders us at a great Loss to find out the Several Credits that are due to you. 
In which Circumstance, we shall make it our Business from time to time to 
get the best insight of by examination of the Conicoplys* who are now hegin- 
ing to come here daily, and whatever Baliances we can find out shall he duely 
received and accounted for : 

* ■ * * * * « 

Tenthly concerning the French and other European Nations in India ; 

The prorcedings of the French both at Madrass and PondicheiTy have in 
General been so Cruel and Inhumane that they seem rather to imitate a Per- 
secution than a "Warr, they have refused the Commodore to exchange a single 
Prisoner notwithstanding the several they owe us, and we have some of theirs, 
and on a sudden drove away all the Women and Children that had Liberty to 
stay at the Mount, plundering them of every thing they had, and afterwards set 
Fire .to their Houses, and this at a time when they were preparing to come 
against this place : 

They have been very busy in fortifying the white Town in Madrass and 
have nearly destroy’d the Black : 

By the best Accounts we leaim from their own people that have deserted 
here, they have 1300 Europeans in Garrison at Pondicherry, & about 400 in 
Madrass, besides a large number of Peons & Coffrees at each place. Indeed 
they have so many people that we may hope their Numbers alone will tend to 
their destructions, as they are already in great scarcity of Provisions. 

We are not at presents in a thorough Capacity to make any material 
attempts against them, but as soon as we may be better enabled by a reinforce- 
ment of the Squadron or otherwise, M' Griffin has assured us that no industry 
or endeavours shall be wanting on his Part to revenge our past injuries to the 
utmost in his Power ; 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Aff.'iii's of the Honourable the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, dated 
Port St. David 13‘'‘ May 1747. 
«««««« 

We being lately advised that Ensign Van Franken was very busy among 
the French after the Surrendry of Madrass and did actually give Monss^ DeLa 
Bourdonnais a Plan of the Town, for this & other misdemeanours by him 
Committed, we have dismissed him from your Honour’s service, & sent him to 
Europe on the Lapwing, the Cap* having strict orders not to let him go on shore 
at any place he may touch at ; 


To the Honourable the Court of Directora for Afikirs of the Honourable the United 
Company of Merchants of Knglaud trading to the East Indies dated 
Fort St. David 25**“ April 1748. ' 

****** 

Tour Honours direct that in regard to Major Lawrance’s Allowances, they 
be on the same footing as Major Knipe enjoyed. We must take the Liberty to 
acquaint you that Gentleman having Borrowed money of the Company in 
England and Hying soon after his arrival in Madrass, he received no pay there, 
nor can we get certain Information of what was to be allowed him. We have 
therefore settled his Sallary as Major at £300 ^ annum, and Pagodas 60 
month for other Allowances, besides £70 ann: as third in Council, which we 
hope Tour Honours will approve of, and we must assure you he takes a great 
deal of pains in training up the Military and making the several dispositions 
necessary, already this Garrison is in better order than Could well be expected, 
considering the short time that Gentleman has been with us ; 

»«*»*« 

As our Enemies are fm.*nished with a Troop of Horse by which they have 
' greatly the advantage of us in sending out Parties thereof, that make frequent 

* Canicoplys, properly, EasalsknpillBi, also corruptly Conoeopfllny; also, any clerk or accountant. 

Wilton’ t Glotiary of Indian Termt. 
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Incursions ncnv our Limils & the a<ljticcni Vtilage-s wo have ihouthi it 
absolutely necessary w"' the Opinion of Major Law ranee and f.'rvcral of the 
Oliicers, to raise a Troop also in your service, nial have ^'rant^'d Commissions 
to Lieutenant Gingins and jM' l.lallyburton to act as 3/jeutenunt'-', fc one to 
ISnsign Chcosborough to be a Cornett, these being propetrest persons. "We have 
only been able to jn'ovide Horses and Accouterments for »0 men, but we daily 
expect more lloi-sos from the Country, and hope in a short lime to mf>l:e up 
this number one nundrctl. 


To the IlonouraWc llio Cnort of I)ir,-<*Iorp for Affnirp of tie* nofinural*!*- th*- I'nitni 
Coniiaiiy of McrcluintP e)f Kt)(;lioid lotdiii;; I'l lltp Ijidi*-'!, dslwi 
Fort Si; David S'* St*|>tr. 17‘tS. 

« • • e t * 

As soon as our Torcos were landed from the Tied they iinmeiiiatrly en- 
camp’d to tbo Eastward of the Gordon bouse, where they Contimn-d till all th«* 
Baggage and the Train was landed, when yonr n«intmr-< Troops under t!»e 
Command of Major Luwrance joyned them, and the Stb Lit': tliey set out 
for Pondicherry but were obliged to make very short marebes on aeconnt r*f 
ibeir Baggagc.Tlmt it was the 12"' before they got to a small h’ort of the Jbieiny 
named Arcucopang ahout tlui’e miles to the Honthwor.^ of Pondie.herry, which 
was so well fortified by fascine Batteries and other they bad thrown up 
there that it was the lO"* before they got ]>ossession ♦.Vu.Teof. Whilst they wirre 
before this place the Enemy one morning attacked our 'JVenches upon which 
our people gave way and very unfortualiteiy our bravo Slajor vtone Captain 
Bruce of the Independent Compafiics, by their people leaving them, were made 
prisoners. And we should have sutTcred Considerably bad not Captain Holland 
(from wbomc wo arc afraid we shall have no more service this season as be has 
received a musket shot in his shoulder) with a great deal of briskness rallied our 
people, who upon giving one smart fire drove the Enemy quite away and took 
several Prisoners. Wo have since received a letter from tlie M.ajor who says he 
rec** : no hurt in the action, and that they meet extream good treatment.' ’We 
have also been so unfortunate as to loose Mr. .John Hallyburlon to whom, as 
we before acquainted your Honours, wo had given a Commission to be Lieute- 
nant of the Troop of Horse, and of which ho was very deserving, for he took 
infinite trouble in disciplining the Troop and sbewed himself very active in the 
field, It was by one of our own Sepoys that bo had the misfortune to be killed 
who shot him upon his reprimanding him for some offence of which the poor 
Gentleman died the next day, And the Villain did not live so long, for his Com- 
rades that stood by him cut him to picess immediately. ‘When we had got pos- 
session of Arcacopang after a stay there of a few days, they marched round to 
the westward, and are since gone to the Northward, where they are landing their 
heavy Artillery and carrying on their approaches 

« « * « e * » 

Your Honours orders relating to not suffering a Romish Church or their 
Preists within our Bounds, should have been immediately put in execution, 
but after Some Consideration we found it would be attended with very ill Conse- 
quences at this Juncture having 629 Topasses in Garrison, and were we to turn 
the two priests out not one would remain with us and we beg leave to advise 
your Honours the Officers assure us they behaved very well in all the actions 
against the Enemy, particularly in the last at Cuddaloro of which Major Law-, 
ranee was an Eye witness, and it was his opinion although he is not here to 
confirm it, that we ought not to run the risque of loosing such a part of the 
Garrison whome we think must be attached to this place by liveing long in it, 
the greatest part of them having Tamilies here, we have not lost one by deser- 
tion which would not have been prevented from some of the outposts had they 
been so inclined. The Enemy at Pondicherry would have gladly them 
which would have distressed us very much, upon the whole we hope we shall 
not be censured for not Complying with this order as we are of opinion it would 
have proved of the highest ill Consequence to have put the sarnie in execution 
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at this Juncture when we are so much in. want of men, hut as soon as we are 
furnished with a sufficient number of Europeans, we shall not then hesitate at 
putting your orders into immediate execution. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, dated Fort St. David, 17^'‘ 
Octr: 1748. 

In our letter by the Benjamin of the 2* September, a Triplicate of which 
we now enclosse, we acquainted your Honours of the Misfortune we had 
met with in losing our Major who was taken Prisoner by the Enemy at Area- 
copang as also of the Pate poor Mr. Hallyburton met with : In the Several 
Skirmishes since with the Enemy Lieutenant Browne of the Bengali Detach- 
ment has been killed and Ensign Wright of the Bombay Detachment, and by 
the inclosed return you will observe the number of men we have lost on this ex- 
pedition. There is an exchange of Prisoners on foot between the Gen^ and 
M'^ Dupleix who is very ready to exchange ah but Major LaWrance, as he is 
pretty well acquainted with the use that Gentleman is of to us, but as the 
General has returned him for answer that unless he is exchanged none of the 
rest shall, but be sent to Europe, we hope that may have an effect upon him 
and induce him to favour us with the Major again. Cap‘ Morgan having 
laid down on account of his age and Infrimities, Cap* Holland acts at present 
as Commandant, being pretty well recovered of the wound he received at 
Arcacopang ; 


r 


Exd.— R. B. 
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Bengal Public Consultations, 1747-48. 


Eort ‘William, February 
At a Consultation, present 
The Hon’ble John Forster, Esq., President. 
Messrs. William Barwell. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

■William Fytche. 


Mn. 'WiLUAM Kempe down the River. 

The Book o£ Stnnding Orders lying on the table. 

The Soth.'—'Wc received a letter from Edward Eyles, Esq., &e., Council at 
Cossimbuzar, dated the 19tb instant, advising of their having sent Ensign 
StlcKeion with all the Slilitary that are able to travel, one hundred and fifty 
Buxerrics,^ four field-pieces, and a largo quantity of ammunition to Cutway 
with orders to the Ensign to make enquiry in what state the fleet really was, 
and to endeavour to secure all the goods bo possibly could ; that they would 
have again applied to the Nabob to assist them with the forces gone that way 
in protecting their goods which he readily consented to do, and orders were 
sent accordingly ; that they have great reason to complain of Ensign English’s 
conduct for not waiting at Placey and advising them of the opposition he met 
with before we came to that place whereby they could easily have sent him the 
above mentioned reinforcement and supply of ammunition, as well as have 
directed him how to act ; and that had he stayed another day at Placey as 
Tuttcrooly Cawn was marching with a large force towards Outway, they pre- 
sume'the Morattoes would have retreated inland on their approach, and left 
him an open passage ; and though the accounts they have received differ in 
many circumstances, yet all agree that the Ensign, by the encouragement the 
Morattoes gave him of passing quietly, went out of deep water and a place of 
{sic in original) he might have defended himself till he was reinforced, and by 
placing too much confidence in their pretended insurances left his budgerow and 
put himself in their power. That as they had reason to think from these confirmed 
accounts the Ensign was guilty of great mismanagement, they thought proper 
to send Ensign McKeion to take the command from him. That their vacqueels 
have informed them that ten horsemen belonging to Bellaray have arrived at 
Patna to demand the reason Shumsheer Cawn assassinating Tindehamud Oawn, 
when he knew that Bellaray was coming to receive the Ohowte® the Nabob 
had agreed to pay him. That the Nabob told the vacqueels that as Bellaray 
was now within a few days’ march of Patna, he should shortly set out for that 
place, and advised them to take care of themselves, as he expected the Morattoes 
■would, on his leaving the city, be all round them. They therefore beg of us to 
send theiti as large a reinforcement as can possibly be spared from Oaloutta on 
these approaching troubles. 

Yesterday we received another letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar* 
dated the 21st instant, enclosing copies of the examinations of three soldiers 
and the Jemindav who went down -with Ensign English concerning what had 
happened in the passage of the fleet between, that place and Outway. That, 
they endeavoured to send a person from thence to the Morattoe General to try 

* JItif err. 2 ^. *•— A mntolilock-mnn ; nppnrontlyi used in mneh tbo came sonse as bnrknndanze, gr.«. Now 'obsolete. 
The origin is obsenro. Buso is in port, a gnn-barrol (Qcmnn Bneheso) ; which suggeste some possible word Bnxeiro. 
There is. however, none such in BIntrnn, who has on tho other band " Butgeros, an Indian term artillery men, &c.” 
land qootCB from Hist. Orient, iii (?). “ Bntgcri snnt hi qni qninqno tormontis pracficiuntur.” This does not throw 
light. ’ Bajjnr, ‘ thunderbolt,’ may have given vague to a word in analogy to Pers. barkondoz, “ lightning darter,” but • 
wo ilnd no sncii word. — Anglo-Indian Glossary by Colonel Ynie and Mr. Burnell. 

3 Cbowt or Chont. (s.) Mabr, Cbantb, * ono fourth part.’ The black mail levied by the Mabrattas from the provin- 
cial Governors as compensation for leaving their districts in immunity from plunder. The term is applied to some other 
exactions of like ratio, ibid, 
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if he could by any means obtain reparation for the same ; but as such a, design 
could not be executed there with secrecy enough to prevent its coming to the 
Nabob’s knowledge, and the man intended to be sent being afraid of his anger 
declined going, they leave it to us to pursue such measures therein as wo think 
best. That besides what the Hon’ble Company lost,- the treasure and goods with 
the fleet belonging to private gentlemen amounted to about D. M. Rs. 36,000. 
That being informed the Morattoes had left Outway and carried' everything 
away from thOnoe, they thought proper to recall the Ensign and Military 
they sent thither. That the Nabob still continues there under a very great 
dilemma, for should he leave the city to go and assist Bellaray against Shumsheor 
Oawn, the whole body of Morattoes are gathering together, and advancing this 
way, in order to march, into Muxadavad on the Nabob’s leaving it. That the 
forces which were lately at Placey returned to Muxadavad and the Morattoes 
are near at hand. That a small party of them was at Ohunepoor Garden, but 
did no great damage. That in this situation' they hope ' we -will reinforce their 
garrison as soon as possible and send theni up a suflBciency of ammunition, for 
since what has happened at Outway the Morattoes may grow less timorous of 
the Europeans* valour and make an attack upon them. That it being very 
uncertain whether they may be able to send down any more goods with safety, 
and the merchants refusing to let them be sorted unless they absolutely 
agreed to take them, they thought proper to let them alone till they received 
our directions concerning them. That they, the merchants, hope we will please 
to order them to be taken (though they are delivered in so late)i as they were pro- 
■vided upon account of their last year’s contract, ^and they will be very great 
sufferers by the Company if they are not, because ,xhey cannot dispose of them 
anywhere else. 

■ At the same time we received a letter from Mr. Henery Kellsall, Resident . 
at Ballasore, dated the 13 th instant, enclosing charges, general and cash 
account for January, and advising that the Tappies^ on the road to Ganjani 
being grown so exceedingly indolent that he has called them in being convinced 
that our packets may be forwarded much faster by Cossids,® for should they be 
longer upon the road than is customary he can punish them on their return 
which is impossible to be done with the Tappies as the pair that arrives there 
always lays the blame upon those at Cuttack. 

This morning we received another letter from Mr. Henery Kellsall, Resi- 
dent at Ballasore, dated the 18th instant, enclosing invoice of Sannoes® laden on 
the sloop Andreio amounting to Ballasore current Rs. 788-16-9. 

The 25th imtant. — We received a letter from the Worshipful Charles Eloyn, 
Esq., Deputy Governor, &c.. Council at Fort St. David, dated the 6th instant. 
That they are sorry they had it not in their power to send us a supply of treasure 
last year, but hope we will believe they reserved no more to themselves than 
was absolutely necessary for the expense of their garrison, which they thought 
deserved to be maintained at almost any charge, and they have some expect- 
ations that the event hereafter will justify their measure ; wherefore they 
cannot help remarking that the concern we expressed to find that no money 
passes their port is equalled by their surprise that to observe none ever returns 
from ours, for they must look upon the twenty-five chests of treasure we have 
sent them as a very slender supply compared with their wants, by which they 
will be again plunged into the utmost difBculties should any accident detain 
their outward-bound shipping longer than the month of March ; and we may 
easily judge of the uneasiness of their situation in such circumstances with sh 
large a squadron of King’s ships in the road unsupported by credit ; that reflect- 
ing upon this cooUey must awaken our strictest attention to their preservation 
and safety, wherefor they shall leave it to our judgment how far it would be 

’ Tappauh.— -The veord used in Sonthern India for ‘ post,' in nil the senses in which dnwh (g. v.) is need in North-' 
ern Indio. Its origin is obsrarc. C. P. Brown sugsests connexion with the French dtnpe (which is the same originnilj 
ns the English staple). It is sometimes found at the end of Inst centniy written Tappn or tappy. But* this seems to 
have been derived from Telngn Clerks, who sometimes write tnppa ns a singular of tappnln, taking the latter for a 
plural (C. P. B.). Wilson appears to give the word n Sbutbern origin. But though its use is confined' to the South 
and West, Mr. Benmes assigns to it an Aryan origin : tappd * post ofiice,* f.c,', place where letters are stamped, ‘tnppal ’ 

• • letter post ’ (tnppa + nlya = •' stamping-house”) connecting it redically with tapa ' n coop,’ tapua ‘ to tap,' ■ ‘ flatten,’ 
•beat down,’ tapnk * n sledge hammer,' tipun • to press,' ic.' (?)— Anglo-Indian Glossary by Colonel Yule and Mr. Burnell. 

® Cofsriit—*. A courier or running messenger. Arab, Kasid. Ibid.' 

fonnon.— A piece-good imported from Bengal to England. 
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> proper to send them a further supply of tu'enty-five chests of treasure, 
though tlicy should not hereafter have occasion for it, in which case we cannot 
suffer much by their sending it bach again recoined. , That ^ they must also 
recommend the Northern Eactory to our care, who will be in great want without 
our assistance as we| are utterly incapable of giving them any ; and an invest- 
ment of calicoes from Vizagapatam and Ingeram would certainly be agree- 
able to the Hon’ble Company, and hope we will, excuse them in giving their 
opinions that those settlements at present in point of trade ought first to 
be considered. That they will demand from the Commander of the Bombay 
Castle the deficiency of the copper short delivered and advise our Hon’ble 
Masters thereof ; that the Briucess of Wales arriving on that coast so very 
late they could not send her to take in the Redwood at Durassapatem, nor 
could they prevail with any of the country shipping to do it, but will take 
all opportunities of sending us a quantity, but it cannot be done in time, for the 
shipping now with us ; upon the broadcloth being landed there, the Warehouse- 
keeper reported several of the bales to be damaged, upon which an order was 
made for all that appeared to he outwardly damaged to be surveyed, which was 
done accordingly in the presence of the Captain. That the damaged cloth was 
sold at outcry and an account of it sent to the Company. That they agree 
with us that what we found damaged and have been of old, as the outsides 
appeared very fair there, and the ship that carried them had a very short 
passage, and enclosed they send us a report on this affair. That the rice and 
stores not being quite landed from ships Oseford and Exeter, they cannot advise 
how they turn out, but will not fail so to do in their next letter. That they will 
settle the affairs of the arrack designed for their use last year by the Fort St. 
George. That they shall adjust all short deliveries of stores with the Com- 
manders of the ships, as wo desire that they may not lay the blame on their con- 
coplys* and boatmen on their arrival at another port. That on the 4th the 
Warwick arrived there and brought them our letter of the 10th ultimo. They 
hope to despatch her for Europe about the 12th instant, when the Commander 
shall have the necessary directions given him for his further proceedings. That 
enclosed is their indent for sundries they are very much in want of, which they 
desire us to supply them ^vith by the return of the Colchester, who will sail 
from thence in two or three days. 


At a Const7i.ta'jton, Pjibsunt : 

The Hon’dle John Eobster, Esq., Bresklent. 

Messrs. William Barwell. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Eytche. 

Agreed, that we now write to the gentlemen at Cossimbnzar and 
acknowledge the receipt of their several letters of the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 
21st instant, with the papers therein enclosed. That it was with the utmost 
concern we heard of the loss of the goods under the charge of Ensign English; 
whose behaviour, we are convinced, was highly improper and cowardly, and wo 
' have treated him accordingly. That we have sent such persons as we thought 
proper to apply for the Hon’ble Company’s effects ; and direct that, they again 
acquaint the Nabob hereof that he may not take it amiss, for having been plun- 
dered by the Morattoes to so large an amount we were under a necessity of 
applying to them to get satisfaction for the same, which, if not to be done 
by fair means, we must try another course. That as they say their merchants 
have some goods ready which were provided on account of last year’s contract, 
we permit them to take such of them as are proper for our Hon’ble Masters, as 
we shall have occasion for them for a vessel which we daily expect, and as we 

* Coheoplus. "Conocoply. b., literally account. Mau fi’oin Tam. XawoX'o ‘account' oruTiting’ and PiVot 

• ‘ child ’ or * poreon ’ a Sntivo clerk or writer."— AngloUndian Glossary by Colonel Yule and Mr. Bnrnell, 
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hope to have an opportunity to get them down with safety hereafter. That as 
we are obliged to supply the Houghton with some of our military, we cannot 
spare them any at present, as we judge 'it improper to weaken our garrison 
more in these times, as we do not apprehend it will answer any end; to the 
Morattoes to attack their port. That our Hon’ble Masters having fismissed two 
gentlemen from this Board and directed their places to he filled up with the 
next in succession, we have supplied them with Messrs. Eyles and Fytche and 
direct Mr. Eyles to remain at Gossimbiizar till the chief returns thither. 
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Port ‘William, Marcli 17417-48. 

At a Coksultation, present ; 

The Hon’ble John Eorster, Esq., JPresident. 

Messrs. Wileian Barwell. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempb. 

Yesterday we received a letter from Thomas Peake, Esq., &c., Council 
at Dacca, dated the 28rd ultimo, advising of their having drawn a bill on us in 
favour of Cestidass for fifteen hundred (1,600) Arcot rupees, and that the city of 
Dacca is in the utmost confusion on account of the Darhar having received 
advices of a large force of Moratfoes coming in by tlie way of Sundrabund, and 
that they were advanced as near as Sundra Col when first descried by their 
Hurearrahs. That as they have not an answer to theirs of the 29th January, 
they thought proper to entertain such people as the poor circumstances they 
are in would allow of for the security of their factory. 


At a Consultation, present : 
The Hon’rle John Poester, Esq., President 
Messrs. William Barwehl. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 


Mn. William Fitche down the River. 

The Dadney' merchants of last year having received only 25 per cent, on two 
Phoids" of their contracts, and desiring to have 13 per cent, advanced them in 
further part thereof in Bullion, and promising not to set the name under the 
price given to Jugutsett’s house. 


At a Consultation, present : 
The Hon’ble John Poester, Esq„ President. 
Messes. William Barwbll. 

Wadham Brooke. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 


Mb. William Fxtoiib down the River. 

The 8th . — ^We received a letter from Edward Eyles, Esq., Chief, &c.. 
Council at Cossimbuzar, dated the 3rd instant, advising that Buedass has sent 

> Dadncy for Dadny S.U. dndn!, an ardanco made to a craftmnn, a wearer, or tlie like, by one who trades in 
the goods produced. — Anglo-Indian Glossary by Colonel Ynlo and Mr. Burnell. ^ . 

* Plioid, probably Pnrd. A written list or statement, a long slip of writing containing a list; a catalogue.— Wilson’s 
"Glossary of Indian Terms." 
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them word as soon as the Hoolly^ is over he will bring them a hill on his 
master’s house at Dacca for 60,000 Sicca rupees, requesting us to inform them 
what Cossimbuzar notes have been discharged here since the 30th April last 
that the same may be adjusted with their books.” That they have confined as 
many of the merchants who are indebted to the Company as.they could meet 
with in hopes it will shortly prevail with such of them as are able to discharge 
their debts. That the Nabob decamped the 29th ultimo, and marched about 
four coss off where he still continues and iffs uncertain when he may proceed 
to Patna. That they hear the main body of the Morattoes remain near 
Budwan, but there are several straggling parties of them about the country that 
come often very near them. 

Yesterday we received two letters from the gentlemen at Patna, the 
one duplicate of the 31st of January advising the death of Hazei Harnett, su^ 
posed to be by poison ; of their Vacqueel Nursing’s being confined to his bed in 
the factory in a very bad way. ^at the Pattans had plundered the Dutch 
factory at Puttuaof white cloth and other goods to the amount of 66,000 rupees. 
That Sumsheer Cawn having appointed Harnett Oawn Oarachea his Naib Govern- 
or of the place, the houses and shops were again opened, but the country round 
about is in the utmost confusion. 


At a CoUSTILTAJtON, PRESENT : 
Messes. Wiiliam Bab^veiIl. 

Adam 

Humphry BeliamtI 
"William Kbmpb. 

William Pytohe. 



The President indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders lying on the table. ' 

The 19th , — We received a letter from Edward By les. Esq., Chief, &c.. 
Council at Cossimbuzar, dated the 14th instant, advising their having paid Goja 
Mahomed Eerruck forty-nine thousand (49,000) Siccas, the impossibility of 
their getting a bill on Patna, the Shroffs having-ahsconded on account the .extor- 
tions of the Nabob, who is now at Comia, about twelve coss from Muxadavad, but 
cannot prevail on his forces to go on without paying them more money. That 
upon his hearing the Morattoes had taken Tanner’s Eort he had Nawarris 
Mahomad Oawn to send for their vaoqueels and enquire into the reason why 
the English suffered them to come so near them, adding it would be a very ac- 
ceptable piece of service to drive them from thence. That there is a report of 
Meerabihs being expected at Outway with a considerable force, and a Jai’ge party 
of Morattoes being come to Cutba, about five coss from thence. That the reports 
at Muxadavad are various concerning the King of Hindostan, some only men- 
tioning his lying at the point of death and others affirming .'his death.* 

The S4th . — We received a letter from Thomas Peake; Esq., Chief, 
Council at Dacca, dated the 16th, enclosing charges, general cash accounts, con- 
sultations and muster-rolls for the months of January and Pebruary. That they 
have received a bill of exchange from Cossimbuzar on Jugutsett’s house for fifty 
thousand (60,000) Siccas which their Gomastah wants to stop for interest due 
to them for one year, but they hope to prevail on him to take their note of 


IlooJy s. nind hoti (Stl. iolnX-a). The npring festival, held nt the approach of the vernal equinox, dnring the 
10 day* preerdinp tlic full mnon of tlio month jPhalgtina,' It is a sort of carnival in honor, of Krislina ond the inilk* 
tnaid*. l’n.<scrs.by ore chaffed, and jicltpil ^vith red porrdcr, or drenched with yellow liquids fionj sfiuirts. Sonps, 
iiio.tly objcenr,. arc fmg in prai.e of hrislinn, ond dances performed round fires. In Bengal tlio feast is coiled Dof 
Jalra or " swinging cradle fctival.’*— Anglo-Indian Glossary hy Colonel Yule and Mr. Burnell. 

* jrnhomad Shall, the Uroghnl Emperor, after a reign of more than thirty .years during which the Imperial, power 
lad steadily grown weaker died in the unuth of April 1748. 
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liand till wo send them an ample supply for that use and to pay off their debts. 
That they have drauTi on us the following hills : — 


In favour of Neamutliuttuck 
In favonr of Ivisseucliundutt 
In favour of Luckicundnt.t 
In favour of Rainpcrsant Gosc 

Yesterday we received a letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, dated 
the 21st, advising that Farwarree, on whom the Surat bills were drawn, advised 
them that he could only pay ten thousand (10,000) rupees about the last of this 
month out of the note for twenty-six thousand (26,000) Siccas, and desires the 
remainder to bo endorsed .ofiE one of the Company’s notes to him, and requests 
our orders thereon. That the Nabob has passed Sigti gully, and Sumsheer Oawn 
has advanced to meet him so that a battle is daily expected. That the Morat- 
toes arc assembling together at Herapore, but it’s uncertain whether they may 
follow the Nabob, or march directly to Muxadavad. That enclosed are cash and 
treasury accounts for March and February and Military Pay Eoll. 

Captain T7ood, Commander of the Colchester, sent in a letter requesting 
our permission to bring her up to Calcoota. 

Agreed to comply with his request, and ordered it to be entered after this 
Consultation. 


for A. Es. 1,500 
1,760 

. „ 750 

. „ 500 


At a Consultation, puksent : 

The TroiisinpruL William Barwell, Esq. 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

William FYaoHE. 

The Hon’ble John Forster, Esq., having departed this life of a fever, and 
Mr. John Jackson, whom the Hon’ble Company has thought proper to appoint 
to succeed him, being now at Fort St. David : 

Agreed that we now write and advise him that the Government has de- 
volved upon him : and 

Agreed that Mr. Barwell do take charge of the Factory balance of cash, 
Eoyal Phermaund, Merchants Teeps,* &o., till Mr. Jackson’s arrival. 

A key of the treasury was delivered to Mr. Dawson. 

There being a vacancy at the Board by the death of the late President, and 
the Hon’ble Company having directed the Council to be filled up by the next 
in standing, and Mr. Eoger Drake being next in succession, he was now admitted 
to his seat at the Board. 


• Teop. — (Properly Tip H.) A uoto of hnnd, o proraUsor^ note or bill, a bond, a cbeqne ; besides these meanings, 
which are common to all the dialcots it has special applications in some, as in Mar., taking a list of the number of houses, 
trees, cattle, 4c., preparatory to a tax upon them. Guz., A list, an invent oiy, a catalogue, a roll or register. Tipu, Tel. 
A grant or assignment of revenue to a capitalist who has advanced money to the Government. — Wilson’s “Glossary of 
Indian Terms.” 
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iPort 'William, April 1748. 

At a Consultation, present ; 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., President. 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

William Eytohe. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Oruttenden. 

The Jemindar near Puttah having stopped several hoals with English 
Dusticks,* and taken money from them, and disregarding the Phousdar- of 
Houghley’s orders to clear them. 

Ordered the Jemindar to send Buxerrics to clear the boats and bring 
him up as a prisoner. 

Edward English sent in a petition to the Board, which being road: 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 

As this man is under confinement by the late President’s directions for 
his misbehaviour, and great losses the Company sustain by his having suffered 
the Cossimbuzar Eleet to be seized by the Morattoes : 

* Ordered, therefore, that the officers be directed, both Captains and Lieute- 
nants, to give their opinion in writing, whether this man according to martial 
discipline should be continued in confinement, or w'hether any other punish- 
ment can be inflicted on him besides what he has already suffered. 


To— The Hoh’ble WltUAJr Babwell, Esq., President and Governor, &o., of Fort 'Williain. 

The petition of EnwAnn Ekqlisq. 

\ Most humbly shewth, — ^That your petitioner, without any design or intent 
/on his part, having had the misfortune to incur the displeasure of this Hon’ble 
Board m the late Hon’ble President’s time on account of disaster that befell the 
Cossimbuzar Eleet under your petitioner’s (sic in original), not having only suffer- 
ed greatly as well in the losses he himself suffered as in being broke and ever since 
kept under a strict conflnement, but being reduced to the greatest extremity and 
distress in that in his present unhappy circumstances, he is utterly unable to 
relieve the distresses of either himself or his unhappy family destitute of all 
means of support. 

Tour petitioner humbly implores that your Hon’ble, &c., will take his un- 
fortunate case and circumstances, as likewise^ that your petitioner’s unhappy 
family, into your tender consideration and alleviate the severity thereof, by order- 
ino- your petitioner’s releasement, that he may in some way or other endeavour 
toVocure bread for himself and his unhappy family. Tour petitioner if with 
the utmost submission he may so much say, solemnly declaring, that the steps 
he took in the aforesaid unfortunate affair was for the best, and to extricate to 
the utmost of his power the' fleet under his charge from the difficulties and 
danger it was then surrounded with, though unhappily therein your petitioner 
fell a sacrifice to the blackest and basest treachery which in the then situation 
it was in a manner impossible for your petitioner to avoid ; nor would your 
petitioner have made any of these proposals for which it seems he has been 


‘ Dosticks for Dnstucks. Pers. iaHalc. A pass or permit,— Anglo-Indian Glossary by Colonel Tule and Mr. Bnrnell. 

» Ponsdar, Fhousdar, S[c. s.— Properly a military oommander. (Von. fang, a * military tores,’ faujdar, one holding 
such a force at bis disposal) or a military governor of a district. Bnt in India, an officer of tlie Jloghnl Government 
who was invested with the charge of tho police, and jurisdiction m criminal matters. Also used in Bengal, last centuiy 
for a Criminal Judge. 

In ain, a faujdar is in charge of several perganas under the Sipah Salar or Viceroy and Commander-In-Chief of 
the Suhah.’ Gladwin’s Ayvn I, S94. Jhid. 
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blamed had he had any other alternative then left, but contrarywise Trould have 
defended his Hon’blc LJaster’s estate and effects to his last breath, however un- 
availing such a defence might have proved. Tour petitioner therefore once 
more implores the compassion and consideration of the Honourable Board, for 
himself and his unhappy family. 

And your petitioner, &c., 
Edtvaed English. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble "Williah Barwell, Esq., President. 

Messrs. Adah Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

■\Yilltam Kempe. 

William Eytche. 

Eoger Dr^vhe. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Sir. Poster having sent to the Morattoes about the Hon’ble Company’s 
raw silk which they plundered at Cutway, and the persons employed by him 
having received an answer to their address, ordered that they be summoned to 
attend the Board. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’rle William Barwell, Esq., President. 

SIessrs. AdxVM Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

WiLLLVM Kempe. 

William Pytche. 

Eoger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Some of our merchants complaining to us that they bad goods coming down 
on their Dadney contracts which were stopped at Hajerahattie by Eajah Annoop- 
naran, one bale whereof was stolen, and that the Jemindar suspected of this 
action is gone to Musadavad. 

Agreed, therefore, that we write to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to make 
enquiry for him and demand the goods as belonging to the Company. 


At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., JBresideiit. 

Messrs. Adam Da.wson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

William Pytche. 

Eoger Drake., 

This morning we received a letter from Edward Eyles, Esq., &c., at Cos- 
simbuzar, under date the 20th’ of April, advising of their having taken conform- 
able to our orders and prized what silk om merchants had provided on account 
of their last year’s contract to the amount of 49 bales of November Bond, and 

491 F. D. 
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about sixty Oomercolly. . That their merchants told thorn that the troubles in 
the country coming on so early had prevented their being able to procure the 
quantity of gurrahs^ they had agreed for, and that the most they could give them 
hopes of, by the last of . May would not be more than 3Q or dO bales, half whereof 
are now ready to be delivered into the Cottahs.® That the Nabob is got almost to 
Patna, and the two armies being so near together, a battle between them is daily 
expected. That Mr. Eyles having material business at Calcutta, requests our 
permission for going down. 

We just now received a letter from Mr. Henery Kellsall, President at Bala- 
sore, dated the 10th instant, advising of the three Prench pilots from Chanderna- 
gore in pallankeens, who give out they daily, expect ,a squadron there, and that 
the jSIyfii/, a Prench ship which touched at Pondercherry, brought the men, of 16 
ships being arrived at the Islands, among them three King’s ships, and desiring 
our orders for repairing the Paetory before the rains set in, and building a long 
boat for the use of the Hon’ble Company’s sloops. 


At a CoNSUIiTATlON, peesbnt: 

The Hon’blb William Bahwell, Esq., l ^ resident . 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

, William Pytohe. 

Eoger Drake. 

The officers of this garrison, both Captains and Lieutenants, sent in a letter 
to the Board, which being read, was found to contain their opinion about 
Edward English, in which they are^ unanimous that he ought to be continued 
under confinement till an opportunity offered to send him to Europe. 

Ordered their letter to be entered after this Consultation. 


To— The Hon’ble "William Barwell, Esq,, President and Governor, &c.. Council of 
Port William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — In consequence of an Order of Council to us sub- 
scribed by your Secretary to give our opinions in writing whether Mr. Edward 
English according to Martial discipline should be continued in confinement, 
or whether any other punishment should be inflicted on him besides what he 
has already suffered, we beg leave to offer it as our unanimous opinion that he 
should be kept under close confinement till an opportunity offers for sending 
hiTTi to Europe, and are with the utmost respect, 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

ROBERT HAMILTON. 

THOMAS PENWICKE. 

NATHANIEL JACOBS. 

WILLIAM PEARSON. 

Port William, > 

The 19th April 1748. } i 

> Garrah— a course sort of doth. ' , 

* Cottah, probably Kothie— a granary, a warehouse, or atore-room.— Wilson’s “ Glossary of Indian Terms,” 
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At a Constjltation, peesekt: 

The Hox’ble 'WiLLrAai Barttele, Esq., President : 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Hdmpery Bellamy. 

• TTilliam Eempe. 

T^illiam Eytche. 

Eoger Drake. 

The persons who received the letters from the Morattoes about the raw 
silk attending the Board agreeable to the Order of Council, the 19tli instant, 
the letter was now opened and read to us. 

Ordered it bo entered for this Consultation when it’s translated. 

Ormichund was now asked if ho had received advices from Bowansing, 
whether he could recover the whole or any part of the Company's goods, to 
which he replied, that his advices from Bowansing were, that the Morattoes were 
on a march to Patna, and the people who plundered the silk had sold the 
greatest part, that perhaps it might bo procured for the same price it sold for, 
which was about live rupees per seer, and he hears the goods are opened and 
much damaged. 

Ordered Ormichund to write another letter to Bowansing to get us what 
iustice he can for the Company. 

It being proposed to write to Mr. Wake to address the Sou Eajah to obtain 
redress from the Morattoes for the raw silk : 

Agreed that we write to him accordingly. 


Translate of a letter from JoaKCJEE, General of the Morattoes, to ORMicauND. 

Bowansing has arrived with me and acquainted me of the depredations 
made on the Company’s boats. Had I been informed of it before, I should have 
made strict enquiry among the army about it. But after the boats were 
plundered, the prisoners that were brought from them, never made use of the 
Company’s name, otherwise I should liavc stopt all the goods. How they are 
dispersed among many and in divers places. However, to oblige you, what steps 
I have taken, Bowansing will advise you. I am now going to Patna to destroy 
my enemies and transact some other affairs which has occasioned a delay. 
However, when I arrive at Boglcpoor I will use all my endeavours to recover 
all your goods. 
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Port “William, May 1748. 

At a Consultation, present ; 

The Hon’ble William Bahwell, Esq., President. 
Messes. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Eempe. 

William Eytche. 

Eoger Draee. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 


The Book of Standiog Orders lying on the table. 

The Consultation of the 25 th ultimo being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 26th ullhno . — ^We received a letter from Edward Eyles, Esq., &e.. 
Council at Cossimbuzar, dated 23rd April, advising that their vacqueels had’ 
brought them news of the Nabob’s victory over Shumsheer Oawn, who, with 
Moredseer Cawn, was killed in battle at Oullodee. That when the Nabob dis- 
patched this news to Nowarris Mahomed Cawn, he was at Bicunpur, and men-' 
tions the escape of Syndar Cawn and Buxey Bailee, who retreated with the 
utmost precipitation as soon as Sumsheer Cawn was cut ofE. That the 
vacqueels desired them to remind us of sending proper letters of congratulation 
to the Nabob and Nowarris Mahomed Cawn on this occasion. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., President. 
Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

William Eytche. 

Boger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 


The Book of Standing Orders lying on the table. 


Tlic Consultation of the 2nd being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 


Yesterday we received a letter from Edward Eyles, Esq., &c., Council at 
Cossimbuzar, dated the 29th April, advising that our merchants’ gomastahs^’ at 
^laulda have complained that some of the Nabob’s people had been there and 
treated them very ill for refusing to comply with their demands for large sums 
of money, and threatening to plunder their effects in case they stood out. 
That on receipt of their letter they informed Nowarris ilahomed Cawn and 
Chaincray thereof, and requested them to write to the Nabob about it, to which 
tlKW answered that they should he very willing to comply with their request, 
bui apprehended, the Nabob s affairs were in such a state at that time, that 
their writing to him would avail hut little. That they have applied to the 
PLousdar of ^lu.vadavad about the cloth, and have recovered five pieces of the 
‘toh'U cloth, and that he has asMired them of his best endeavours to get the 
r.-t, that they likewise sent them word by the vacqueels that an order was 
cone for the goods which were on hoard the same boat to pass without further 
-tojqape. 


‘ O' - • 

•• i\: 




1, t> 5 


1 . •». ■ 
! ,-r T.rij 


.lit C-. .T; Bit iCC.— 


’* a nB'i'Bt, /.-r facto.-. In 
;n Gl'-'-i.ry I.j Colonel yii!. 
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■ At A OONStrLTATION, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble William: Barwell, Esq., Fresident. 

Messrs. AlAm; Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

William Eytohe. 

Koger Drake. 

/ 

Edward Holden Cruttbnden. 

The Houghley ' Phousdar demanding the usual annual present due in 
UTovember last, amounting to current rupees two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty (rupees 2,760). 

Agreed that the President do pay the same out of the cash. 


To— The Hon’ble Charles Floyer, Esq., Governor, &c., Council at Port St. David. 

Hon’ble Sir and much esteemed Eribnds, — As our high superiors at 
Batavia, according to their letter separately addressed to us, which was brought 
to Port St. David by one of your Brigantines and from thence by your good- 
ness forwarded to us last night, have resolved, in consequence of the hostilities 
that have been' committed by the Crown of Prance upon the territories and 
places of our sovereign in the Netherlands without declaring war, to repel force 
by force, and to do that nation all possible damage in these parts by sea and 
land ; and have likewise strenuously commanded us and the Ministers of the 
Governments and Settlements belonging to our Company not only to break 
off all correspondence and traffle with that nation, but also to prevent the least 
help or assistance from being given to them, even' in the most indifferent 
matters ; and, on the contrary, to entertain the strictest correspondence with you 
and your nation as om* allies, that the mutual preservation of iDoth requires ; and 
in case of need to afford you all the assistance in our power in order to intimi- 
date om: common enemy and ward off the blows which they intend us ; we 
therefore cannot defer your immediate notice hereof, with a respectful assurance 
that we shall punctually fullfil and obey that order, and to that end have already 
dispatched the necessary orders to all om* subordinate Settlements on this Coast, 
and hereby most humbly request you wiU do the same. 

We remain with regard, 

Hon’ble Sir and much esteemed Priends, 

rom* most obedient, humble servants, 

Negapatam, GALENDS MERSEN, &c., 

The ^th April 174S. ) Council. 

P.S . — You are most friendly requested to forward the enclosed by the first 
sea conveyance to our Government in Bengal. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’blb William Barwell, Esq., President. 

• Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. • 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Pytche. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttendbn. 

The Sook of Standing Orders^lying on the table. 

. The Consultation of the 16th being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

This morning we received a letter from the Hon’ble John Huyghens, Esq., 
Director, &c.. Council at Houghley, dated the 27th May, N. S., advising of the 

491 P. 0. 



receipt of a letter from the Gorernment of Batavia, principally given them an' 
account of the present situation of affairs in Europe, upon which they have 
deputed two of their Council, D’Arnaud and Charles Phyl, to advise us 

of the contents and to let us know what measures they have taken relating 
thereto. 

The Dutch Deputies being present, we desired them to acquaint us with 
the measures they had taken in consequence of their abovementioned orders ; 
they replied that having received a letter from’ their superiors to the same pur- 
pose as that transmitted to their Chief and Council at Negapatam, the Director 
and Council immediately issued out ordens prohibiting all manner of intercourse 
between their settlement and that of Chandernagorci and have also given orders 
to their pilots to be cautious how they trust to colours, and on no account what- 
ever to give any assistance to the Erenoh, but this they have done in a secret 
manner, as they take their letter from Batavia to be wrote with that intent ; they 
liave likewise ordered their pilots to lend all the English ships they may find 
bound inward their utmost assistance. We then asked the Deputies if . in case 
the Erench should come with any force either by sea or land whether they 
would assist us and join in order to repel them, to which they answered that it 
was at present no part of their Commission to enter upon that point. But wo 
might either represent it by writing, or send deputies to the Director and 
Council in order to consult the best methods to proceed in such case. 

Agreed, therefore, that wo write to the gentlemen at Houghley accordingly. 


At a ConstjIiTAtion, present; 
Messes. Adam Dawson. 

Htjmpeet Bellamy. 

William Kempb. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytohe. 

Rogee Drake. 

Edward Holden Crdttenden. . 


The merchants were now called in and asked what sums they would have 
affixed to their several names and Sets which they now settled at the Board. 

The Sets, being all present at the Board, inform us that last j^ear 
dissented to the omi)loying of Tillickchund, Gosscram, Occore, jy^ffTltteram, they 
being of a different caste and consequently they cgj»4iitr^t do business with 
them, U])on which account they refused Dadnev^ft=d1ia, having the same objection 
to make this year, they propose taking theh>i^ares of the Dadney if we should 
think proper to consent thereto, uponysMuch the question was put whether their 
proposals should he accepted 

When ^Ir. CruttendKj./r-<vas of opinion that as the proposal is reasonable it 
ought to he compli^,ct inth. 

Mr. Drike the same opinion, 

Mr. ^’/ytclie of the same. 

ir • 

Mij.*, Eyles of the same. 

^-iVr. Kempe the same. 


•''^fr. Bellamy is of a different opinion and desires leave to give his reasons 
'’writing to the Board. 

/ 7>U\ Daw?on thinks as those merchants did their business very -well last 

year they ought to be employed this. 

TIse I’rc'idcnt is of opinion that the Company having rocomraended the 
Sets to have the preference iu the Dadney, they ought to ho employed, both as 
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they are people who have lived long in the place and are entirely under the 
protection of the English, and, therefore, unless other merchants should mate 
proposals more beneficial and advantageous to the Company, their present 
request ought to he complied with. . . ^ 

The majority. of the .Board being of opinion that the proposals of the Sets 
ought to he accepted, the same was now agreed. 

The whole investment not hein'g fully completed, by these contracts, and 
Ormichund offering to take a fifth part of the investment for ready money, and 
as it is very likely we shall have a great tonnage on hand, and it being highly 
necessary for the Company’s interest to guard against any deficiencies or contin- 
gencies that may happen. 

Agreed to accept his proposal and to meet again on Monday next to settle 
the prices of the goods and see what quantity of gurrahs we may get. 

Gopeenaut Set and Eadachurn Metre proposing to provide ready money 
goods on the same terms as Ormichund to the amount as follows, viz : — 

Gopinaut Set ... • . . Bs. 1,00,000 

Badachurn Metre . . . - . • » 50,000 

Agreed to accept t^ieir proposals. 


At a Consultation, present ; 
The Hon’ble William: Barwell, President. 
'• Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kbmpe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eyt'che. 

Eoger Draed. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 


The Book of Standing Orders lying on the table. 

The Consultation of the S3rd being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 23rd instant. — "W e received a letter from George Battle, Esq., &e., gentle- 
man at Patna, dated the 7th instant, advising of the {sie in original) about a 
.month ago on certain advices, that Mahmut Jung, the Bengal Suhah, approached 
with his army within two or three days of Patna. Sumsheer Cawn marched his 
army about 16 miles below the city and there waited to give him battle, leaving 
his Dewan behind him, supported by a force of two or three thousand men, 
to continue his oppressions, who demanded a third sum from the three Euro- 
pean nations : — from the Dutch ten thousand (10,000) rupees : — ^butfrom them, 
knowing they had little or no money, only two thousand five hundred rupees, 
which they refused paying and sent him word if he wanted any more money 
from them he must take it by force. That the Nabob has gained a veiy com- 
plete victory over Sumsheer Cawn, killing him and almost every bead officer of 
his, and made.^ great slaughter of his men; and two days after entered the city 
and restored peace and security to them all. That they have received certain 
advice of the death of Mahmut Jung, the late king, who is peaceably succeeded 
by his son, and new Siccas are to be coined at their mmt on the occasion. 
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At a Consultation, pbbsnnt : ' 

The Hon*blb William Barwell, Pm We»<. 

Messes. Adam Da'wson. 

Humphry Bellamy, 

William Kempe. ' 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytche. 

Eoger Drake. 

I , 

Edward Holden Oruttenden. 

The SSlh.—'We received a letter from the Hon’ble John Huyghens, Esq., 
Director, &c., Council at Houghlcy, dated the 6th June, N. S.,in answer to ours 
o£ the 18th May, N.S., which they have duly received, and have the pleasure to 
say that in case the French should design our place, they will he ready to help 
and assist us with everything that will not he absolutely necessary for the 
defence of their fort and the eilects of their Company ; but to assist us with any 
part of their Military it is not in their power at present, nor will it be till they 
are reinforced from Batavia ; for should the French attack us, they will not be 
without some apprehension of their settlement likewise, and their weak garrison 
in such case will hardly bo sufficient to defend their fort. That the bill of 
exchange wo sent them in favour of their Chief at Patna for thirty-thousand' 
(30,000) Siccas has been duly honored, and desire that this may bo deemed a 
sufficient receipt for the money. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble William Babwell, Esq., President. 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Fytchb. 

Boger Drake. 

Edward Holden Oruttenden. 

Agreed that we now write to the Hon’blo William Wake, Esq., Governor, 
&c.. Council at Bombay, and enclose them copies of what we wrote them under 
date the IStli ultimo and 2nd instant, and inform them that since writing those 
letters wo have received advices from the Coast that tlio Medway's Prize, Cap- 
tain Holracs, has taken the St. Louis from Bussorah under Portuguese colours, 
and she is est<;emcd a very rich ship. That Hon’blo Company’s ships, the Prince 
IFillianx and Tx'nc Briton, arc arrived here, and that by our advices from Patna 
we understand the Nabob has gained a complete victory over the Patans, 
Sumshecr Cawn, together with many of his officers being cut off. 

Agreed that we write to the gentlemen at Patna to forward the foref^oin" 
to th(> Governor and Council at Bombay, and .as we are apprehensive that*somc 
f)f our letters to them may liave misc.arried through the troubles in the country, 
that we enclose them copies thereof, in which they will see our intentions, and 
direct them to comply as soon as possible therewith. 


Ti> Tiic Hos tii.r, It ji.t.iasi Barweli., Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council of 
l«irt Willinm. 

, t Evannesat Pondicherry having advised that 

Ijo had la.h.-n on boanl ship St. Zoiiis belonging to the Portuguese then riding 



at Sadrasspatnam, Captain Antonis D’Silva, Master, one cliest containing eight 
thousand'i’upees and one chest containing two thousand rupees for account of 
Coja Minas D’Saak, deceased. 

On the arrival of said ship we, as trustees to the deceased, demanded the 
money of Captain Silva, who answered it was true he liad received the sum 
mentioned bn board his ship, hut meeting with some of his Britannic Majesty’s 
Squadron in his way down to Bengal, they had seized and taken out of his ship 
that money, supposing it to he the property of the Brench, for which he had an 
aoknpwledgment under the hands of the Hon’ble Lord Thomas Bertie and, 
William Holmes, Commanders of two of His Majesty’s ships, signed on board the 
Winchelsea and dated the 7th August 1747. 

We immediately made application to the Hon’ble John Forster, Esq., late 
Governor, who wrote to Commodore Griffin concerning the affair, who, as we are 
informed, has wrote for answer that we must give proofs of the said 10,000 
rupees being the property of Coja Minas which we are ready to lay before your 
Honors' whenever we shall be permitted, and humbly hope your Honors, &e., 
will then use your influence that the said money may be restored. 

We are with profound respect, 
Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 
D’ALLHMPLAD. 
TENEELDUX. 


Calcutta, 

The 22nd May 1748. 
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Port William, June 1748. 

At A O0NSTJLTA.TION, PEESENT : 

The TEon’ble William Babwell, Esq., President. 

Messiis. Adam Dawson. 

Humpub-t Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edwabd Eylbs, 

William Eytohe. 

Bogeb, Dbake. 

Edwabd Holden Cbuttenden. 

• 1 • 

This morning we received a letter from George Battle, Esq., &c., gentle- 
man at Patna, dated the 18th ultimo, setting forth that the money they paid 
was not to a regular Government, but to a rebel, at the head of 60,000 men 
who had been guilty of the most unpardonable villainies in the murder of the 
Suhah and the plundering the city, and to such they were compelled to pay 
those sums for the ransom of the factory which otherwise would have suffered 
the same fate with the city. That this was the use to the Company’s 
affairs which they drew from the payment of those sums. That they paid the 
least, escaped the best of the three European nations, some of the Erench gentle- 
men having assured them that they were forced to pay 15,000 rupees upon that 
occasion, which was considerably more than they paid, and by the Dutch 
Vacqucels.his report they paid more than double that sum besides the heavy loss 
they suffered on their Euttua factory being plundered. That we misappre- 
hended wlTat they TTxote,ahoutf the Dutchmen wanting to take Ormichund’s Petre, 
for they interfered in no-ooutraot whatever. That the Dutch Chief, fond of 
his good bargain, asked them to take’ tiiesir. share of it and to pay the money, 
immediately, to which they replied that they must refer it to the gentlemen at 
Houghley and us ; hut as that offer of Ormichund’s home to nothing, they need 
trouble us no more concerning it. That the troubles liaro rendered it impos- 
sible for them to sell any kind of goods as yet, hut hope they sliall before they 
leave the place, which cannot he till the river is open, for which purpose they 
arc providing boats, but should they bo unable to sell anything, thejr «hall 
be at a loss how to discharge the notes standing out against them amongst the 
Shroffs to the amount of fifteen thousand (15,000) rupees, as also for mmiey to 
defray the expenses occasioned by their removal. They therefore hope we will 
find means to supply them with twenty-five thousand (26,000) rupees ; and if 
there should be any overplus, they will pay it to the Dutch agreeable’ to our 
directions. 


At a Consultation, r resent : 

The Hon’iile William Babwell, Esq., President . 
^Iessus. Adam Dawson. 

HujiruBY Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 


Edward Eyles. 


WiLLTA^i ErxenB. 
Bogeb Drake. 


Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

The inih ivalatd.—^yc received a letter from George Battle Vtin fry. 
Conned .at Patna, dated the 30ih :May, advising that during Mr. Battle’s abs^ 
, 1 . Jiuprah, to which place lie went to take the Company’s copper out of th 
«.l into whu-liit w.as thrown to prevent its being Sundered by a party o 
l.vnns who wore marching up thither in the late tmubles, the Dutch Ohie 


t 
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came to their factory with new proposals fbr purchasing Ormichund’s saltpetre, 
which he made to Messrs. ’Watts,- Gordon, and Bailie; but they were such 
extravagant terms as those gentlemen could not agree to, and refer us for what 
passed thereon to their enclosed consultations which they submit to such 
directions as we shall give on this occasion. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Willia-m Barwell, Esq., President . 

Messks. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytche. 

Boger Drake. 

Edward Holedn Oruttenden. 

The President lays before the Board a letter which he just now received 
from Commodore Griffin, dated the 10th June, and another from Captain Hyde 
Parker, Commander of His Majesty’s ship the Lively, dated Balasore Bead, the 
21st instant, advising of a Erench squadron having appeared off Negapatam the 
9th of the month. 

We now sent for the Commandant, the Master Attendant, Gunner, and 
Europe Captains, and advised them of the news we just now received, and 
directed them to hold themselves in readiness in their several districts in case 
of our being attacked, and gave orders to the Europe Captains to bring their 
ships up to town. They having before given it as their opinion in case of the 
enemies’ arrival that it was the most proper station for them. 

Agreed also that we write to the gentlemen at Houghley and advise 
them hereof, and desire them to he in readiness, in case of necessity, to assist us 
to the utmost of their power. 
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Pori; William, July .1748. 

A'i’ A Consultation, i’iiesknt; 

The Hon’ble . William Bauwell, Esq., J? resident. 

Messes. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

' William Eytohe. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttbnden. 

The next day we received another letter from the Hon’blc Jolm Uuyghins, 
Esq., Director, &o.. Council at Houghlcy, dated the 0th instant, N. S., acknojv- 
ledging the receipt of ours of the 27th ultimo, in ccnscquence whereof they have 
given the necessary orders to bring their Company’s ship up to Baranagore, to be 
unloaded, from whence they will order her down to Calcutta to assist us against 
the French in case of their attacking this place, and for this purpose they will 
likewise order all their expected Company’s ships to be brought to Baranagore 
as they come into the river, but on condition that we give them sufficient 
assurances that we neither will take into our service or grant refuge to any of 
the sailors or others belonging to the ship which may be employed in our 
assistancei but to deliver them up immediately. That they desire to know in 
what manner they may expect to be assisted by us in case the French should 
undertake any hostility against their place. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., Fresident. 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

• Edward Eyles. 

% 

' William Fytche. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttbnden. 

Messrs. Bellamy and Drake being returned from Houghley delivered us 
a letter from the Hon’ble John Huyghins, Esq., Director, «&;c., Council there, 
dated the 22nd July, N. S., acknowled^ng the receipt of ours of the 4th instant, 
importing that as they have already given orders for all their Company’s ships 
to be brought up to Baranagore as they come into the river, that they may be 
sent to Calcutta in case of necessity to our assistance, hoping that neither the 
Governor and Council nor any particular gentleman in Calcutta will admit of 
any of the Military or seafaring people belonging to their ships entering into 
our service, and should be glad that we would publish this to the inhabitants of 
this town ; and in such case they would sign an agreement, for certain years or 
during the present year, for delivering up the deserters on both sides, with such 
clauses and conditions as may be thought proper and necessary. That the 
assistance we may lend them in case of need ought, in their opinion, to consist 
of such number of people furnished with the necessary ammunition and 
artillery as shall be requisite to prevent those of Chandernagore from any 
attempts against their fort, and which Messrs. Bellamy and Drake are sensible 
of. That they desire us to let them know as soon as possible whether we 
choose to partake of Deepehund’s Petre, and in such ease to assist them with 
the necessary money to pay for it, and proceed in procuring it. But if we don’t 
approve of the purchase, they will take the Petre on their Hon’ble Masters’ 
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Account. They also take the liberty to reiterate their instances of the 11th 
May and 25th June concerning the delivery of the refining coppers unto their 
gentlemen at Patna, as well as concerning an order to our gentlemen there, to 
receive our proportion of Petre to which they have not been as yet favoured 
with an answer. 


At a Consultation, tresent; 

The Hon’ble William Baewell, Esq., Freddent. 

Messrs. Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytohe. 

Boger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Agreed that we address our Hon’ble Masters and advise them of the death 
of John Forster, Esq., our late President, and John Jackson, Esq., who was 
ordered to succeed Wi, by which means the Government has devolved on Mr. 
Barwell, who hopes for their Honours’ favour. That we had only about two 
hundred and fifty thousand (2,60,000) rupees in the treasury in the month of 
May to begin their investment with, however, after canvassing with the mer- 
chants for fifteen or twenty days, we have entered into a contract with them, 
on dadney and ready money goods, for near thirty lacs of rupees of which we 
hope that the best part will come in, and had we been supplied with a further 
sum of money, we should not doubt of getting in the whole. That we have sent 
eight chests of bullion to Dacca and six to Jugdea, but have not been able to 
supply Oossimbuzar. That oiu debts remain much the same when we wrote 
them last. That their Honors’ ships Frinoe William and Trite Briton are safely 
imported here, and their Snoio, the Swalloio arrived here from Vizagapatam this 
day, but brought no letter from the gentlemen at Fort St. David. That the 
Colchester and Bast Court, two of their Honors’ last years’ ships, remain likewise 
here. 

Agreed that we write to Mr. Henery Kellsall, Chief at Balasore, and 
acknowledge the receipt of his letters of the 10th instant, with the Charges 
General therein enclosed, and direct him to forward the accompanying packet 
for Fort St. David with the utmost expedition. 
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Port William, August 1748. 

At a Consultation, pbesent 
The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., Fresidenf. 

Messrs. Adam DaiVson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kbmpe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytche. 

Roger Drake.* 

Edward Holden Oruttbnden. 

Yesterday by the GHffiip, a country ship, we received a letter from the 
Hon’ble Charles Eloyer, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council at Port 
St. David, dated the 10th June, wherein they write that they doubt not long 
before this the Lively must have arrived with us by whom we may have been 
acquainted with their reasons for being so long silent, and not having sent 
us any treasure, that they have now a quantity coined into rupees which they 
will forward to us by some of the Hon’ble Company’s ships as soon as they are 
informed of everything being safe here, and that the Prench fleet is not come 
tliis way, for as yet they have had no further account of them. That on the 
17th May at night His Majesty’s squadron being sailed to the northward 
in search of the enemy they had a visit of a party consisting of about two 
thousand men from Pondicherry, who about a quarter past nine made an 
attack upon Cuddalore. But they, having before received intellig’ence of theip 
intention, took care to strengthen that place with a detachment and gave them 
so warm a reception that before ten they thought proper to retire with the 
loss of about thirty Europeans and fifty sepoys, besides a great number that 
deserted, and others that were wounded, and that not one of their men 
received the least damage. That of the Company’s ships designed for the 
Coast this year are arrived the Lapimig, Scarborough, Luke of Dorset, Wager, 
and Eardwike, the latter having been at the Cape, which place she left the 
nth April, and Admiral Boscaween there. Being in great want of the sundries 
indented by the Colchester, they request us to despatch her to them as soon as 
possible. As by the foregoing letter from St. David we have reason to 
imagine the coast is clear, and as the gentlemen there write pressingly to have 
their indent per Colchester complied with. 

We now sent for Captain Wood, and ordered him to get his ship in readi- 
ness with all expedition. 


To — ^Tnn Hon’ble Wiluam Barwell, Esq. 

Sir,— By a letter from Mr. Gwire of the 15th instant I am made acquainted 
that it is your request and the Council’s to discharge the eleven men I have 
enlisted from the Swalloio Snoto. I am sorry. Sir, any occasion should happen in 
which I cannot, consistently with my duty to His Majesty’s service, comply 
with your desire. I am now forty men deficient of my complement. In these 
circumstances you will easily conceive I have no right to refuse any who offer 
themselves volunteers, or to deny the protection of His Majesty’s colours to 
those who complain of the injurious treatment of their officers. I am per- 
suaded from your justice, you will be satisfied with these reasons for anv 
iielping of them, and will believe me to be, ^ 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
HYDE PABKEPi,. 


Calcutta, 


Thf' Aii'tinl 17 


7iS.} 
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Fort "William, September 1748. 

At a Consultation, peesbnt : 

The Hon’ble William Bahwell, Esq., President 
Messrs. George Battle. 

Adam Datvson. 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edtvard Eyles. 

( 

William Eytche. 

Eoger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

By tbe Danburj/t one of our country ships wMeb imported here the 12tb 
instant from the Coast, we received a letter from the Hon’ble Charles 
Floyer, Esq., President and Governor, &c.. Council at Fort St. David, dated the 
17th ultimo, expressing their surprise at not having heard from us since the 
17th March per Pryall Siioto, as we must be sensible of what consequence 
frequent advices are in these precarious times. That they have the satisfaction 
to acquaint us of the safe arrival there of Admhal Boscaween with all the 
fleet both of King’s and Company’s ships. That he is marched out with all the 
forces in order to besiege Pondicherry, and the ships have fallen down thither 
also. That he has attached a small fort a little to the southward of Pondi- 
cherry named Araocopong, and they hope to hear shortly that he is master of 
it. That Admiral Griffin left that place in the Princess Mary with the Med~ 
icay, Preston, and . Pearl', the 16tli and is gone to Trincomalay to repair those 
ships for his homeward-bound passage. As soon as they have advice of the 
enemy’s not having been with us, they shall despatch to us some of our 
Hon’ble Master’s’ ships with a supply of rupees which they are now coining 
out of the bullion lately received. That on the 16th, our Hon’ble Masters 
ship Oxford imported there from Batavia. 

By the Winchelsea, which imported here the same day, 'we received 
another letter from the gentlemen at St. David, dated the 22nd ultimo, import- 
ing that since then’ last having received advice from Vizagapatam, that 
by intelligence from Balasore there had been no French ships there, they 
now despatch the Exeter and Winchelsea, two of the Company’s ships, with 76 
chests of rupees as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed. That the former 
is ordered for Vizagapatam to carry a supply of money for the Northern 
Settlements, and the latter is ordered first to Durassapatam for Redwood and is 
afterwards to touch at Vizagapatam, where they have ordered the Chief and 
Council to send down to us what cloth they may have ready cured. That 
they desire us to secure 16,000 bags of rice and 6,000 bags of wheat, ready to 
he sent them on the Company’s ships in December or early in January, as they 
believe we shall have some seut us for that purpose. That they will by the 
other ships send us a further supply of rupees. That they have sent us three 
different Europe packets, by the ships Medway, Prize, Essex and William. 
That they have reason to believe the French ships are gone to the islands. That 
the Oxford left the west coast the 11th April, when all was well there. That 
enclosed is an extract of their last general letter, being a complaint against 
Captain Rannie for non-performance of a contract made with the Deputy Gov- 
ernor and Council there, as also of an exorbitant bill of charge for the passage 
of twenty-two lascars from hence, where they request us to call him to 'an 
account for such proceeding. That by a fortunate shell falling upon the 
enemy’s magazine at Asaocopong great part of the fort, blew up, and the English 
were in possession thereof. 
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At a Consultation, pkesent: 

The Hon’ble William Bakwell, Esq., President. 

Messes. Gboege Battle. 

. Adam Dawson. 

Humphet Bellamy. 

William Kempb. 

' Elwabt) Etles. 

William Ettohb. . 

B.O&EE Deaee. 

Edwakd Holden Oeuttenden. 


His Majesty^s ship Lively being under despatch to the Coast. 

Agreed that we write to the gentlemen at St. David hy her and acknow- 
ledge the receipt of their favours of the l7th and 22nd ultimo. That we shall 
provide the packing stuff agreeable to their indent, and have given notice that 
we are ready to receive musters of wheat and rice they write for, in order to get 
the same in readiness for December shipping. That the JElxeter, we hear, is passed 
Ingellee, and we expect her up in a few days. That on Captain Rannie’s arrival 
here, we shall enquire into the complaint alleged against him, and endeavour 
to procure justice to our Hon’ble Masters ; that we are very sensible that early 
advices in these precarious times are very necessary, but it is not worth while 
to put the Company to the expense of cossid-hire when we have nothing to 
advise. 


At a Consultation, peesbnt: 

The Hon’blb William Baewell, Esq., President. 

Messes. Geoege Battle. 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphet Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

> Edwaed Eyles. 

William Eytohe. 

Bogee Deakb. 

Edwaed Holden Ceuttenden, 

This morning we received another letter from the Director and Council 
at Houghly, under date the 6th’ October, N. S., advising that a boat which was 
ordered down to bring up three sick sailors from one of their ships which lay 
off Bulta, was attacked the 30th instant, N. S., just below Calcutta, by armed 
people from an English sloop which lay at anchor there.' That they took away 
the three sailors, one of which is called George Jansen, a Dutchman-bom, having 
wounded a manjee and a peon, so that the latter fell overboard and in aU 
appearance drowned, and the former died there of his wounds ; and desire that 
wo will give the Netherlands Company, whose colours has been scandalized by 
the Violence Committee, a due satisfaction (which they hereby demand) by 
ordering the malefactors to be punished in a most severe manner, that othei 
may be terrified and constrained from undertaking the like, or any other violence 
ag-ainst their boats, obliging them therewith to put such means in practice as 
shall be necessary for the safety of the boats and the Company’s servants 
who may go and come on them. That they also demand of us to deliver them 

the aforesaid Jansen as well as another sailor called Hurmanus Hordonk who’ 

deserted the 25th ultimo, from their ship Cost Capelle, and is at present in our 
Military. * 
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Fort William, October 1748. 

To— The Hos’ble William Babwell, Esq., President, Sec., Conncil. 

Hon’blb' Sib and Sies, — Being acquainted by my officers on board of the 
death of my boatswain, occasioned, as they say, by cruel usage from some of 
my seamen who beat and ill-used him in such manner that he is dead of his 
wounds, and lays the cause of his death to their charge, being apprehensive that 
the said seamen will fly from justice or attempt some violence, I therefore 
beg I may have an order for a proper guard to be sent down for the defenders 
to bring them up to answer the crimes laid to their charge. 

I am with the greatest respect, 

Hon’blb Sib & Sibs, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

” Oalctjtta, CHRIS : BAROK". 

The 12th October 1748. J 

At a Consultation, pbesbnt: 

The Hcn’blb William Babwell, Esq., President. 

Messks. Geobgb Pattle. 

Ada^i Dawson. 

Humphbt Bellamy. 

Edwabd Eyles. 

William Fttohe. 

Edwabd Holden Obuttenden. 


Messrs. Kembe and Dbak.e out of town. 

The seamen of the Wwchelseaj supposed to have murdered the boatswain, 
being brought up tmder a guard in consequence of the Captain’s request, and 
Captain Baron being present, we now took into consid.eration how to proceed 
in regard to those peoiile, and the Captain esteeming it improper to receive them 
on board his ship in irons in order to be tried in Europe as they may encourage 
the rest of his men to mutiny, and the most proper method that appears to 
him is . to send them on board His Majesty’s ships as prisoners. 

Ordered the Secretary to wait on the Commanders of King’s ships to 
know if they are willing to receive them on board. 


At a Consultation, puesent: 

The Hon’ble William Babwell, Esq., President. 

Messrs. Geokge Pattle, 

Adam Dawson. 

Humphry Bellamy. ' 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Fytohe. 

Roger Dbahb. 

Edward Holden Obuttenden. 

The Secreta^ acquainting the Board that Captain Wilson, Commander of 
His Majesty’s ship Apollo, would receive on board the prisoners reported to be 

481 F.D. 
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guilty of the murder of the iDoatswain of the WinoheUea •when his ship -vvas 
ready to sail, but desired us to keep them under confinement till that time, as 
also that wo might take the depositions of the evidences against them and deliver, 
them to him. 

We now sent for the Clerk of the Peace, and took the depositions bn oath 
pf Messrs. John Quin and William Jorherry, second and fourth mates, Mr, 
William Richardson, Surgeon Mate, as likewise of Edward Noke and William 
Bower, mariners. 

Ordered the same to be delivered Captain Wilson, and the prisoners to 
be confined in the jail under a strong guard. 


At a Consultation, present; 

The Hon’ele William Bab-well, Esq., President. 


Messrs. George Battle. 
Adam Dawson. 
Humphry Bellamy. 
William Kbmpe. 
Edward Eyles. 
William Pytche. 
Roger Drahe. 


Edward Holden Oruttenden. 

The SSth mstant.—'We received a letter from the Hon'blo John Huy^hens 
Esq., Director, &o.. Council at Houghley, dated the 6th November, N. S.J 
enclosing invoice and account current of the Petre delivered to Mr. Court,* the 
balance whereof in favour of their Company being Sicca rupees eight thousand 
six hundred and twenty seven (8,627), they desire us to send them in new 
Siccas of the, first year’s reign of the present King. That as the time to set 
about a new provision is over, they desire our advice how^it may bo set on foot to 
the best advantage of both our Companies, and consequently that we send them the 
needful money in seasonable times that the business may be carried on, for 
the want of it will surely occasion many inconveniences. That they are a^-ain 
to insist in the most pressing manner on our punishing those malefactors “and 
all their accomplices mentioned in the letter of the 6th October N S in the 
most severe manner ; and that we deliver them, the Dutchmen, whom they forced 
out of the boat, together with the other that deserted from Barnao-ore in October 
and who, contrary to om promise of the 4th July last, has been '’taken into om 
Military seijice, declaring hereby that all misfortune and ill consequences which 
may result from our refusal to render the Netherland Company a due satis- 
faction concerning the s^sible affront put upon them will m to our charge, 
they being entnely 3 ustifiable as having done their best endeavours to prevent 

tfiX6 SUIIIC* ^ 
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Fort William, November 174i8. 

At a 'Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble William Baewell, Esq., President. 

Messes. Geoege Battle. 

Adam Datvson, 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William. Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytohe. • 

Eogee Deahe. 

Edward HoLDisN Ceuttenden. 

We just now received a letter from the Hon’ble Mr. Wake, Esq., President 
and Governor, &o., Oonnoil at Bombay, bearing date the 19th August, advising 
that it was with great concern they received our advices of the Morattoes having 
plundered our Cossim fleet to so great an amount, and what adds to it is they 
cannot give us hopes of obtaining any redress from Sou Eajah with whom they 
had little or no correspondence, Badgerowes* Dominions laying between and 
bordering upon them, and with whom they are upon very friendly terms. That 
he is indeed tributary to the Sou Eajah, and application might be made that 
way if they were upon good terms which they are not, the Sou Eajah being very 
jealous of his power, but they are seeking out the most proper means how to 
apply to the Eajah, and none shall he unattempted that bears the least shadow 
of obtaining any redress. That in all the advices they have received from the 
Hon’ble Company for several years past, they are strictly enjoined to send us all 
their surplus treasure which they have duly complied with, and we may rest 
assured they shall continue to do so. That on the 8th August they directed their 
gentlemen at Surat to remit us all they could possibly spare which they doubt 
not is complied with if good bills were procurable. By the last letters lately 
received from the Company by a vessel from Mocha, where their ship Essex 
arrived the 9th July it appears probable they shall be enabled to send a further 
supply by their own ship Dolphin, whose arrival they daily expect, and a load* 
ing of pepper and cotton will happen according to the time of her arrival. That 
from the tonnage they may expect this season, they judge, they shall have about 
12,000 tons of pepper on the coast to spare for such ships as may be thought 
proper to be sent from hence and Fort St. David, and they hare requested of 
the Eesident and Council there to acquaint us, for our guidance, what tonnage 
they intend to Tellicherry. 


At a Consultation, present: 
The Hon’ble William Barwbll, President. 
Messrs. George Paitcle. 

Adam Dawson, 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

* Edward Eyles. 

William Fytche. 

Eoger Drake. 

Edward Holden Ceuttenden. 


The Book of the Standing Orders lying on the table. 

To — The Hos^ble "Wiluam Baeweij., £sq.. President and Governor, &c , Council 
of Port William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — Pursuant to your orders of the 14th November 
to survey and sound the river and to make report thereof, I appointed the 
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Uermaid iDOund to Calcutta osiA-Belvedera sloops with Messrs. Aston, Portman, 
Smith, and Penatz to go. with me upon this occasion, and proceeded as 
follows : — 

If'ih. — ^In the moipiing weighed from Calcutta, and sounding all the way 
down to TuUa anchored there for the night. 

18lh. — Weighed and sounded on the back of TuUa Sand and from 
thence all the way down to Rogues River, where we anchored. 

19th. — ^In the morning weighed and ran down to Channel Creek and 
cross the E. by W. Channel, sounding all the way, from 
whence seeing two ships at an anchor at Jugely made the best 
of our way down to them. Pound one to be the Honourable 
Company’s ship Lapioingt and the Success Galley. As neither 
of them had pilots, put one of my assistants on board each, 
after which that same evening worked up to Slidgeree with 
the Mermaid and Calcutta sloops. 

ZOlh . — ^Weighed and worked back again over the E. and W. Channel 
and up to Rogues River in company with Sd. sloops. 

21si. — In the morning weighed and worked up to TuUa in company as 
above ; here met the Grampus sloop with William Brags, Pilot, 
who I ordered to accompany me to assist in sounding in the 
room of George Portman, Pilot, who had charge of the Jjap- 
wing. 

22nd. — Weighed and sounded the channel of TuUa and over the James 
and Mary Sand, after which anchored in the narrows, but 
weighed in the night and run down to Rogues River, where 
anchored again. 

23rd. — Weighed and from thence sounded the E. and W. Channel 
again being near low water and down Kidgeree, where an- 
cWed for the night. 

54i7i.— In the morning weighed and sounded aU the new channel at 
ConcoUy, where met the flood, anchored at high water, 
weighed again, and sounded aU the way down to BarebuUa head, 
which being as far as necessary from hence returned with the 
pilots. 

Bemarks. — ^By the most accurate remarks I could make from the above 
proceedings, and comparing with my assistants, I And no sensible alteration in 
the river since the last survey. ConcoUy, only excepted, where is a good navi- 
gable channel opened within the buoy of the flat of the shore preferable either to 
the outward channel, commonly caUed the new channel or the old channel of 
ConcoUy, without the buoy the shoal water going through not exceeding a 
short mile, which is about 15 feet at low water. Before there is water enouo-h 
to anchor with a ship of draft, it is proper to give the buoy a good berth without. 
There is a buoy wanting to the shore ; but as we had none in rea^ess, I 
imagine the Butch wiU supply that defect. 

The E. and W, Channel is much the same as last year. I do not 
think it safe crossing over upon an ebb-tide with a ship above 16 feet draft. 
Por ships above that draft it is necessary they should wait a leading wind to 
carry them over the shoal part of the flat before the water is anything faUeh. 

I am, &c., 

Hox’ble Sm & Sins, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, 

} 


Ponr WiLLiAii, 

The 30th yocemher 1748. 


JONATHAN RANSON. 
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■ ■ At A Consultation, present : ' 

The Hon’rlb ■William Barttell, Esq., Fre8id.ent. 
, . Messes. George Battle. 

Adam Datvson. ' 

Humphry Bellamy. 

William . Kempe. 

•Edward Eyles. 

William Eytche. 

. Eoger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 


To — ^The Hon^ble William Baemell, Esq., Governor and President, &c., Council of Fort 

William. 

Gentlemen, — ^The supply of Rs. 50,000, which you have already granted 
for the use of His Majesty’s squadron under the command of the Hon’ble 
Admiral Boseaween, is so very inconsiderable for the service it is designed, ^at I 
find myself under a necessity of addressing you again in hopes that you will 
grant me a further supply of fifty thousand rupees, for it will greatly distress 
the squadron in case it is refused, and, for my own satisfaction, I must desire 
you will give me your answer in writing. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours most obedient, humble servant, 

Calcutta., *) 

• The 5th December 1748. V ALEXANDER MURRAY. 


At a Consultation, present ; ' “ ' 

The Hon’ble WiiJiIAM Babwell, Esq., President. 

' Messes. George Battle. 

Adam Dawson. 

t 

■Humphry Bellamy. 

William Kempe. 

Edward Eyles. 

William Eytche. 

Roger Drake. 

. Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Mr. Alexander Murray sent in another letter to the Board desiring us 
either to grant him the «Bum he before demanded or give him our reasons in 
writing under our hands for our refusal to justify his conduct to the Admiral 
who not think an answer from the Secretary satisfactory when the address 
was to the Board. 


Ordered Mr. Murray’s letter to lay on the table, &c, 
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Ordfirfttl tl»P runtiinfi IrfUMiry fiticl nrtvmntn Ih !>:* hfi'tuj.jlil up nri'l 
bfiforn US uoxi Tluirsttsy, tluii wt* lufiy m*; luiw t'fir Vir !?■ uh]" L-muy'y 
Avilh lUoso rcqvu’sls. 


WIIJ.IAM nAUwni.f,. 
(jKo, PATriA:. 


A. DAW.^ON*, 

H. JJHhhAMY, 

\V. KIIMI'K. 

i;. !:v !.!:*{, 

W. l*YT(UIi: 

11 . DKAKi:. 

i:. H. cni;rrKN‘i)i:N\ 


Fort ‘Wlllinuj, UHh l).crm!.* r 
At A CoNM:!.t.\tiu>.*, ly.iMst: 
Tijk Iloji'iu.K Wii.i.iA>f liAUWKi.i,, I’reihUtil. 

Mmus. Gr.onon V.mi.K. 

Ai)A 5I llAWflo:;, 

uv By.w..\MY. 

AViluam TCr.Mrt:. 

FnwAiin liIVLrA-. 

TTIJuMAM rYTCIIIt. 

Kookr Drakk. 

Edwahi) noM>r.K Cr.UTrK.vur.N*. 


To—Thc llQS’ni.r. nAKwru, 

Council. 


Ksq., anJ (isvi-rr. « of Fi.rt Wit.'um, 


Hok’bli: Sir anu Sins,— Last night n grcnt mimhor of sonmoti b'-lontrin:: 
to tlio Company’s ships assembled together in a tumultuous manner a>ihor»*, 
headed by the boatswain of the Lfiptc'mg thre.ntoning to dtrstmy His IM.ajesty s 
subjects under my command, to cut the ship adrift and sot her on fire, upon 
which I sent for a guard to protect the people then ashore, which was refusctl. 
Two of my officers who were repairing on board, were mot by thotn, hut beaten 
and so iU-treated that their lives arc despaired of. I therefore demand imme- 
diate satisfaction for the great insult offered His Majesty’s ships and subjects. 


I am, 

6ENTI>r.Mi:K, 

Apollo, AT Calcutta, y Your most ohediont, humble servant. 
The ISlh Dccemher 1748. J EGBERT WILSON. 


X 
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Exd.— P. K. B. 
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Bengal Public Consultations, 1749. 


Fort William, 3rd January 1748-49. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon*ble William Bartvell, Esq., Fresident . 

Messrs. G. Pattle. 

A. Dawson.' 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

R. Drake. 

E. Eyles. 

W. Eytche. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

This morning we received a letter from the Hon’ble John Hughens, Direc- 
tor, &c., Council at Houghly, dated 13th instant (N. S.), by the hands of 
Messrs. Brisden and Pyle, two gentlemen of this Council, advising that the 
French at Chandernagore have by force of arms taken possession of their Com- 
pany’s garden, whereby they have broke the neutrality of the Ganges. They 
therefore thought proper to inform us of the whole of this affair by these gentle- 
men that we might act accordingly. 

These gentlemen informing us that the Director had addressed the Nabob 
thereon — 

Agreed, that the President do mention it in his Arzdaz' to the Nabob and 
acquaint him of the neutrality being broke by the French, and as the Dutch 
are our allies, from their acting in that manner with them, we have reason to 
apprehend they would do the same by us when in their power. 

Agreed, that we likewise write to the gentlemen of Houghly to advise them 
of the steps that were taken in this affair, and that we shall always be ready to 
enter into any measures they may judge necessary, as we shall esteem any act 
of violence committed by the French here to affect equally both nations. 

Agreed, also to write to the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar to enclose the Pre- 
sident’s Arzdaz to the Nabob, and to direct them to assure the Setts that we 
shall do all we can to keep up a fair correspondence with them by doing all 
that is in our power to serve them. 

W. BARWELL. 

G. PATTLE. 

A. DAWSON. 

H. BELLAMY. 

W. KEMPE. 

E. EYLES. 

W. FYTCHE. 

R. DRAKE. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 


1 Arzdnz— properly Arzdnslit— a memorial. — Anglo-Indian Glossary by Colonel Tnleand Mr. Burnell. 
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Toii 'William, Dili .Tnnimry IV-IO. 

At A CONKUI/PATIOX, tukskkt: • 

The IIoK’jUiH WiiiT.iASt BAinvi:w., Esq,, Praidctii, 

IRIessus. G^. I?A'j”riii:. 

A. Eaivson. 


n. Bew.amy. 
W. Kemtk. 


Evees. 


11. Dkake. 

E. H. Cruttendek. 

The Gth — '\N’'o received n Idler from tlic "Worslupful Wndhara 

Broolce, Esq., Chief, &c.. Council ni Cossimhuzor, datcfl the ^ntl, adviointj 
that a Chuhilnr ' from the Kiihoh came to their 3''nctory with a IV’riy.mijnh 
for tho Hon’blc President, copy whereof is enclosed, with an inventory of 
the cargoes of the two ships of which restitution is required, not only in regard 
to them, hut of things of value belonging to the Kabob. That this Perw.aminh 
probably may bo sent to stop tho clamours of the Armenians, for it is lln^ught 
upon, tho present exigency of affairs, that tho Nabob will not pursue viohrnt 
measures, but that he may bo kept in tempor upon pretty easy terms, at le.ast 
till a more favourable opportunity offers. That lie lias heard of n fine Arab 
horse that is to bo disposed of in Calcutta, which, it is believed, uill be very 
accoptablo to him. That they have pressing demands made on them for .nil 
annual present of 8,600 Sicens to Ilodjco * that used to be given him on 
account of the sugar aurungs,® which, though it docs not concenrtho Company, 
must he complied w’ith heforo they expect a currency to Imsincss. 

W. BarwelTi. 


G. Pattle. 


E. n. CnUTTEXDES. 

’ ClmSdnr— properly CIioIkIm— n eticl:<l>rnrcr, n freqtirnt nttmilnnt ot Tiulian NoV!r». nml in fermr-r «!»t« ef 
Anglo-Indinii officinls ol rank. They aro mill n part ol the rtnlc of the Viceroy, Qorernor*. ami JoJec* of thr'{{i;;!i 
Courts. Tho Chobdar carries a stnit ovorlnid with silver.— Anglo.lnilinn Oio«Mry hy Colonel Vuli* a,.!.! Jlr. l.umcil. 

* Hodjoo— properly naji— a Muhammadan who has performed a pilgrimoKe. — Wilion’s •' Glossary of Indim Tcra,.*' 

® Anrungs— a place where goods arc mnnofactured, a depftt for such goods. During the Conipsnv’s trading d^r* 
this term was applied to their factories tor the purchnie on advance of natlvo piccc'goods, &r. — .Ingl^lndisii Oloii.vry 
hy Colonei Vnlo and Mr. BumcH. 
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Fort William, lltli January i749. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., President . 

' Messrs. G. Battle. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy.' 

W. Kempb. 

E. Etles. 

B. Drake. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

Ms. Ed'wasd Eyles, Zemindar, acquaints the Board that the wharf on the road to Sootanelly 
Bazar is washed away by the river, and that the revenues of that market suffer great 
prejudice therefrom. 

Agree, that it he rebuilt, and 

Ordered him to tax the merchants who live thereabout in proportion to 
their share of the ground. 

W. Barwell. 

A. Dawson. 

W. Kempe. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

Eort William, January 1749. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble W. Barwell, Esq., President . 

Messrs., G. Battle. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

E. Eyles. 

B>. Drake. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 


Translate of the Nahoh’s Perwannah to Goverkos Bab'well, received the 9th Januaiy 1749. 

The Syads, Moghuls, Armenians, &c.. Merchants of Houghly, have com- 
plained that laalcs of goods and treasure with their ships you have seized and 
plundered, and I am informed from foreign parts that ships hound to Houghly 
you seize on under pretence of their belonging to the French. The ship be- 
longing to Antony with laaks on board from Mocha, and several curiosities 
sent me by the Sheriffe of that place on that ship, you have also seized and 
plundered. These merchants are the kingdom’s benefactors ; their imports and 
exports are an advantage to all men, and their complaints are so grievous that 
I cannot forbear any longer gi-ving ear to them. 


4 , - . 

As you were not permitted to commit piracies, tlierefore I now write you 
tliat on receipt of this, you deliver up all the merchants’ goods and efEects to 
them, as also what appertains unto me, otherwise you may he assured a due 
chastisement in such manner as you least expect. 


A translate of Governor, Baewell*s answer to the Nabob’s Perwannah. 

Your Excellency’s Perwannah I have received acquainting me that the 
Syads, Moghuls, and Armenians, merchants of Houghly, have complained that 
we have seized and plundered laaks of goods and treasure on their ships with 
the curiosities sent you hy the Sheriffe of Mocha' on Antony’s ship, directing 
the goods and ships belonging to them, with what appertains to Your Excel- 
lency, he immediately returned, to which I beg leave to reply ; These actions were 
not done by me nor any servants of the Company ; nor is it their business. 
Commerce is what we pursue, which brings into your country from Europe 
treasure and enriches the kingdom, taking nothing more from hence than the 
produce of the earth. This is our sole employment. I have before addressed 
Your Excellency very particular on this matter, and now repeat it, that the 
English and Erench Kings being at war have both sent from Europe ships of 
larger force, under the command of qoble Generals, who seized on all ships that 
fall in their way belonging to each other’s nation, and search every ship with 
foreign colors and passes in order to detect the common deceits of merchants to 
carry on their trade, and where any detection of, this kind is made, the ships 
become prizes hy law. This practice, I am informed, these merchants have 
been detected in by their own hooks found on hoard the ships so seized. Your 
Excellency will therefore please to observe hy their own bad conduct they have 
brought the evil on themselves and now endeavour to cast the scandal on us. 

X am a servant of the Company’s. The Company are subject to one King. 
It does not become me to interfere with what concerns His Majesty, nor will 
any letter or order to any of his Generals or Officers he of any signifioancy ; this 
I have no reason to mention, only to satisfy Your Excellency and to invalidate 
the aspertions cast on me by those people. However, I have forwarded a copy 
of your perwannah to the General of the ships of war, and what is necessary 
and proper on the occasion. When an answer returns, I will address you thereon. 
It is now the latter end of the monsoon, and as by the base insinuations of 
those people all the Company’s Factories are shut up, and their goods stopt on 
their way down, the Company’s ships will be detained and not able to proceed 
to Europe, and a vast loss arise on the goods so detained hy many accidents, hut 
such is the nature of their losses as admits of no contention. I therefore 
humbly hope Your Excellency will do me justice. 
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Fort William, 23rd January 1749. 

At a Consultation, present: 

Tue Hon’bee WiLLLi.M Barwell, Esq., President, 

Messrs. G-. Battle. 

A. Dattson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

E. Eyles. 

B. . Drake. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

This morning wc received a letter from Thomas Ereake, Esq., Chief, &c.. 
Council at Dacca, dated IGtli instant, acknowledging the receipt of the broad- 
cloths and pcrpcts as also three pieces of superfine, and three pieces of fine 
Allihattics sent them for inspection; we having taken notice that there was not 
the difference of Bs. 10 between those two sortments which they have examined ; 
and doubt not but wc on examination will find that the fine Allibatties may 
appear in the outward fold near as good as the superfine. Yet as they are Cuttall 
goods, wo Avill find them fall short very considerably in the inward folds, which 
is not the case of the superfine, they holding their goodness pretty equal 
throughout, besides ihere is the difference of 150 threads between the superfine 
and fine ; that the scer hand counaes ? are agreeable to their musters and in- 
structions in their lists of investment, and the Nainsooks® we will find are four 
annas per piece cheaper than any sent last year except seventeen pieces that 
went at the close of the season. That J uggat Setts Gomastah had demanded 
the payment of what due from the Company to his master there in the strongest 
terms,*the whole amounting to Rs. 1,03,860 declaring he would not be put off as 
he has been for two years past, and as he was sensible that it was not in their 
power to pay it, that he would take bills on us, which they hope we will take 
into consideration, as the non-compliance of his demand may be of ill conse- 
quence to the Company’s there. The Ramnomat being nigh, when be informs 
them his master must have it. That enclosed are their several papers and ac- 
counts from June to the 30th ultimo, as also from the 30th December 1747 
to 30th December 1748, wrote fair to be sent home as usual and the Jugdea 
account current. That they have received information of the Darbar’s not only 
having taken Mutchulkas from all the tradesmen and Bodars, not to have any 
transactions with them, but from the Moody’s not to supply them with neces- 
saries and provisions, which occasioning a kind of mutiny amongst their 
soldiers and peons, the Chief and Council was obliged to send a message, 
that if provisions were stopped, they must get them wherever they could, 
for it was better to die fighting than starving. Dpon which a smaU allowance 
was suffered to be brought in, but they expect in a day or two all provisions will 
be cut off when there will be a mutiny, not only on that account, but on account 
of their arrears which they have not wherewithal to pay. So that in case we 
have any regard for them, they hope we will as soon as possible supply them 
with men and money sufficient to make a proper defence there becoming 
Englishmen, or else to make a handsome retreat. That our answer they wait 
with impatience. That all the Chowkies from thence to Backergunge are full 
of people to prevent any supplies being sent them. 

This morning we have received a letter from the Dutch Director, &e., 
Council at Houghly, dated 1st Eebruary (N. S.), advising they have heard, we 
have received news of a cessation of arms, of the truth of which they desire us to 
inform Mr. Phyle, the bearer thereof, that they may act accordingly in the 
despatch of their ships. 

* Nainsook, a fine muslin stuff used ladies for summer dresses. 

+ Ramnomn, probaWy Bnronnnvnmi, the ninth lunation. The ninth day of the light half of Chaiira, the birthday of 
Hama. — Wilson’s " Glossary of Indian Terms." 
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Port WiUiam, 20th April 1749. 

At a OonsuIiTATIon, peesent : 

The Hon’blb William Baewell, Esq., President. 
Messes. G. Battle. 

J. Mossman. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

B. Eyles. 

W. Bytchb. 

Bi. Deaee. 


Bead a memorial o£ the Military Officers, requesting an allowance for house-rent. 


Agreed to refer the same to our Hon’blo Masters, and ordered it be 
entered after this Consultation. 


W. BABWELL. 
Geo. battle. 

A. DAWSON. 

J. ORUTTENDBN. 
J. BELLAMY. 

W. KEMBE. 

W. BYTOHE. 

Bi. DRAKE, Jr. 


To— The Hon'blb William Bauwell, Esq,, President and Governor of Port William, &c., 
Council. 

The Memorial of the Military Officers at 
Calcutta. 

Humbly sueweth, 

Hon’blb Sie and Sies,— T hat it is the practice and custom of all nations 
to provide lodgings for the military officers in their services, either by having 
barrachs appropriated for that purpose, or by giving them an allowance in 
money to provide themselves with lodging, fire, and candle. 

That there being yet no barracks in Fort William, or Calcutta for lodging 
the military officers, and that no rooms or lodgings ready furnished can be lured 
in private houses, nor anything less than a whole house can be hired, and that at 
a great expcnce, which is yet further heightened by the necessity of buying 
furniture for those houses, whereby the ’pay appointed for the subsistence of 
your memorialists is almost entirely consumed. 

Therefore your memorialists most humbly hope you will take this their 
case into your consideration and grant them such allowance for lodging, &c,, 
till barracks or other places are appointed for their reception as you shall think 
proper. 

And your memorialists shall ever pray, &c. 
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Eort William, 4th May 1749. 

•At a Consultatiou, puesent ; 

The Hon’bee William Baewell, Esq., T?residenU 
Messrs. G. Battle. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

E. Eyles. 

W. Ettcee. 

B, . Drake. 

E. H. Cretteneen. 


The Sook of Standings Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 27th ultimo being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The SSth tiliimo . — We received a letter from the Worshipful Wadham 
Brooke, Esq., Chief, &c., Council at Cossimbuzar, dated 24th, acknowledges the 
receipt of ours of the 13th, whereby they find the Armenians in Calcutta are 
entirely satisfied with what we had done and wrote in their behalf. That this 
advice they communicated to Caroolly Beg, who seemed pleased therewith, and 
advised them to get us to procure it imder their own hands in an address from 
them to the Nabob in Persian, to whom he said he would undertake to transmit 
it. That this it is thought may be of considerable service in the present posture 
of affairs, and doubt not but we will cause the Armenians to comply therewith. 
That what they wrote in theirs of the 6th in respect to satisfying the Arme- 
nians is no more than the constant language of the Durbar since the dispute 
began, and as the satisfying them was looked upon as a thing impracticable and 
what w'ould never be complied wdth, the Setts therefore advised a sum of 
money to be given the Nabob as the cheapest and quickest maimer of ending 
this business ; whether their advice was right or not, time will only evince. That 
the general opinion of the Nabob’s distressing the Company’s affairs is that he 
wants to get a sum of money from each party, and that he will not fail of it in 
the end. That what sum he wants from the English is uncertain, but it was 
the common opinion some time ago that about Bs. 60,000 would have composed 
matters, but as they before wrote to us, offers must be made first on one side 
before they come to any certainty in regard to what he expects. That our Bill 
of Exchange for twenty-three thousand and four hundred Sicca Rupees (23,400 
Sicca Rupees) has been accepted, but not received on account of the difficulty of 
bringing it into the Eactory. That they are obliged to bribe the forces on 
their Eactory to get in fresh provisions. 

(No signatures.) 

{Sic in Org.) 
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Eort TTilliam, 9t:li May 1749. 

At A Consultation, peesent : 

The Hon’ble TTilliaic Baewell, Esq., Fresideni. 
Messes. G. Battle. 

A. Daitson. 

H. Bellaihy. 

W . Ke]sipe. 

E. Etles. 

W. Ettche. 

E. Deake. 

E. H. Ceuttenden. 


The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of 4th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 8th . — "We received a letter from the TVorshipfnl TTadbam Brooke, Esq., 
Chief, &c., Council at Cossimhnzar, dated 4th instant, enclosing copies of two 
letters they received from Caroolly Beg, one being from Nawages Khan Maho- 
med to the Nabob, with his answer thereto, by which we may perceive that 
the Nabob remains seemingly fixed in doing what he thinks justice to the 
Armenians and others who have so long sued to him for that end. 
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Fort William, ICUi May 17 J9. . 

At a Consultation', p:ii:sent : 

Tin; JIoN’nLK IVilliam liAinrKLL, Esq., Presulctif. 
Jlussits. G.- Faitlu, 

A, Eaavson*. 

IT. Hullamt. 

IV. Kkmpk. 

E. T^vlt^s. 

Ay, FuTCin;. 

• II. Dhaki;. : * 

E. II. CniriTE.vnKK. 


Til.' -\r«ir:iian< sSI^fi<l«n;r lliC IJi.ir J, iJ^'liv<«r in .n IVrei.in pipi'r, which hcin<j rc.id to us — 

‘OnlfTc'd it to 1)0 traiislutod anti ontofod nftor this Consultation, togctluM* 
with the pajitT tho Sfr-rflnry drew tip for them to sign, &c. 

.Agived, that we hake the .‘■.•une into con.sideiafion nc.vt Council day. 

M*. llAinVIiLL. 

G. PATJ'LE. • 


A. DAWSON. 

JL JIELLA.MY. 

W. KEMPE. 

W. 3?Y'J’CIIE. 

E. DEAKE. 

E. H. CllUTTENDEN. 


The nddre-'s of the Annoni.ni Jlorchaiits rci^iiHnn;’ in Cnlcutt.*!. 

To — The Ilon'lde PrcPKlent nnd Council. 

The Hon’ble President having demanded of us to sign a cortificato of our 
being fully sati.sficd with regard to our claims on the India and Bussora ships 
now in dispute, which should we sign ruin would inevitably attend us. On 
our non-compliance the Ilon’hlc President ordered us to depart the place imme-. 
diately. We therefore humbly represent to Your Honour, &e., that as we have 
lived many years under the English flag and the Company’s protection and 
never injured them in any respect, nor committed any act ro])ugnant to the 
Government of the place, wo hope Your Honour, &c., will consider our case 
favourably and with justice. But if we aro to bo punished without any crimes 
laid to our cliarge, we request the favour of two months’ time to be allowed us, . 
and we will then' depart the placo agreeable to Your Honour, &c., orders. 


Copy o£ the paper dnawn up by the Seerotnry for the Armenians to sign. 

We, the under-written Armenians, residents of Calcutta, do hereby certify 
that we are satisfied with the measures the English President and Council have 
taken about the capture of the India and Bussora ships. 

005 F. D. 
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. 3?ort William, 29th May I7d9. 

At A CONSTIIiTATION, PRESENT ; 

The Hon’ble William Barwell, Esq., Frcsideni ., 

Messrs. G. Battle. • . 

A. Dawson. 

• H. Bellamy. 

> • 

W. Kbmpe. . 

E. Eyles. • 

W. Bytche. 

R. Drake. * . • ' 

. . E. H. Cruttenden. 


Tlic Book of Slnndtng orders laj'ing on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 23rd being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The Sith . — We received a letter from Mr. Henry Kelsall, Resident at Balia- 
sore, dated 19th instant, advising of the Nabob’s being encamped within .three 
leagues of Cuttack ; that he expects hourly the news of Mcer Shebects and Auga 
Sheriffs being delivered into the. Nabob’s hands by their own zemindars. That 
the woods are all filled with the Rajah’s people, so that few’ or none of the 
true Mahrattas will be able to return to their own country. And requesting 
the annual flags to be sent him as there are none to hoist. 

The 27th . — We received a letter from Ballasore, dated the 1st instant, re- 
porting that some of the people sent to follow the Nabob’s army arc returned 
with news of his having entered Cuttack. That on his approach Mechiabib 
with the Malu’attas .fled. That five of his head zemindars stayed behind and 
surrendered themselves to the Nabob, who immediately cut off their heads. 
That no judgment can be formed how long he will stay in Cuttack. 

Dooluberam and Meer JafiBer, to both of whom he has offered , the Nabob- 
ship have refused it, nor does he hear of any one who chooses to stay, as they 
make no doubt of the Mahrattas returning next season. 
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. Port William, 1st June 174:9.- 
At a Consultation, present ; 

■ The Hgn’ble Williaji Baravell, Esq., President, 
Messr-s. G. Pattle. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kejite. 

E. Etles. . • 

W. Pytche. 

B. Drake. 

E. IT. Oruttenden. 


Tlic Book oE St.inding Orders liiying on the Table. 

Translate of the paper doHverod into Council bj' the Armenians was now read at the Board. 

The President says that Avhat is asserted by the Armenians in the fore- 
going address is a falsehood, for that he did not order them directly out of the 
place, hut only threatened them, in case they did not sign the paper, they would 
deserve to he .turned out. 

The Armenians attending the Board were aslccd what satisfaction they 
would give us in regard to setting a.sido the disputes with the Goyernment, and 
being also asked to sign the paper to the Nabob, declare they will not sign that 
or any other. . • ’ 

This refusal of the Armenians putting a stop to any hopes of accommo- 
dating the dispute with the Nabob, and throwing our depcndance entirely on 
the Nabob’s favour. 

The President therefore desires the opinion of the Board how to proceed 
with regard to the Armenians. 

The Board is of opinion that wc ought to acquaint the Armenians that in 
case the Company pays anything occasioned by the complaint at the Durbar, 
if they do not consent to repay the same, we shall, after the expiration of two 
months, withdraw from them the Company’s protection and dismiss them the 
town. 

The Armenians were hereupon called in and acquainted therewith. 

Mr. William Kempe is of opinion that the staying two months may impede 
the Company’s business, so far as to prevent our getting a tonnage for the 
shipping, therefore they ought to be forced to satisfy the Nabob immediately. 

Agreed, that we now write to Cossimbuzar and acquaint the gentlemen 
there, that we could not prevail on the Armenians to sign a paper to the Nabob, 
that they Avere satisfied with our proceedings on the capture of the Judda and 
Bussora ships. That we have wrote to Mr. Eelsall at Ballasore to endeavour 
to procure an order from the Nabob for a clearance to our business, and direct 
that they will use their endeavours to procure such clearance either through 
the-Nabob’s favour, or else on easy terms, for which purpose we permit them 
to offer as far as fifteen (16) or twenty (20) thousand rupees. 

W. BAEWELL. 

G. PATTLE. 

A. DAWSON. 

H. BELLAMY. 

W. PYTCHE. 

• E. DEAKE, Jr . . ’ 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. ‘ 
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Port William, 19tli Juno 1740. 

At a COHSliLTAIlON, rilltSKNTJ 
Tub Hon’ble William Bariykll, Psq,., President, . 
aiEssiis. G. Paitle. 

A. Dawson. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kempe. 

E. Eylus. 

W. Pri’cuE. 

B. Drake. 

E. H. CllETTKNDEN. 


The hook o£ Stnnding Orders laying on the Table. 

.The Consultation o£ the 12th being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed, 

• Yesterday we received a letter from the worshipful Wadhatn Brooke, 
Esq., Chief, &o., Council at Cossimhuzar, dated the Iditli instant, advising that 
they fear the refusal of the Armenians to sign the paper wo tendered them, will 
cause a longer delay, and a much greater expense to the Company before 
matters can be brought to a' conclusion, than if they had complied with our 
request. That Caroolley Beg has often called upon them for such a declaration 
under the Armenians’ hands which might have procured an accommodation on 
more moderate terms than they can hope for. That our permission to olTer as far 
as 15 or 20,000 rupees ; he applied to the Setts and Birahdull, but understand 
from them that nothing can be done in our favor till the arrival of the Nabob 
at Muxadabad. That they conceive the sum we have limited them.to give will 
be too small (if the Nabob should faTor them so far as to take nothing for 
himself) for the forces imt over them, and will bo rejected with contempt, and 
therefore should be glad to know the utmost extent of what we intend to give 
in order to expedite this business as soon as possible upon the Nabob’s arrival.. 

The 17th . — ^We received a letter from Mr. Henry Kelsall, Resident at Balia* 
sore, under date the 9th instant, advising that the Nabob arrived there the three 
days before. That he met him the same day and delivered him the President’s 
letter, which he desired him to peruse, as also to give him leave to return thc 
next day, which he consented to, and told him he was resolved to befriend the 
English, and desired’ him to transport his ammunition and cannon to Calcutta 
with the greatest, expedition, the roads being so bad he could not carry them 
with him. That the next morning he returned and represented to the* Nabob 
how prejudicial this stoppage of business would be to his revenues as well as 
the Company. That unless he immediately withdrew his forces, it would be 
impossible to do any business this season. That he asked him if we had ever 
transgressed in taking ships within his jurisdiction, and said that if the men-of- 
war who took the ships in dispute bad done an unjustifiable act, Arcot was 
the place to seek redress at. That it would be impossible for ours, or any Com- 
pany in the world, to hold it out, if he, on whose favour we solely depended, gave 
ear to everything that was said to our prejudice. That he staid with him for 
some hours, and he seemed not at all displeased with his freedom in representing 
the affair to him, and giving him a horse and a dress, told him to go. That on 
asking him what we were to expect, he made this answer : On his arrival at 


MuxadaLad, lie vrould finish the affaii*. That enclosed was a letter from the 
Nabob to the •President. 

W. BAUWELL. 

G. BATTLE. • 

A. LAWSON. . 

H. BELLAMY. 

W. KEMPE, 

W. EYTOHE. 

E. LEAKE, Jr. 

E. H. OEXJTTENLEN. 
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Port William, 6tli July 1749.. , . 

At a OONSTJIiTATIOlT, PEE8ENT : 

The Hon’ble William: Baewell, Esq., FreaidenU 
Messes. G. Battle. ‘ 

A. Dawsoe. 

H. Bellamy. 

W. Kbmpe. 

E. Eyles. 

■ W. Ettchb. 

Bi. Dbaeb. 

E. Bi. Oeuttenden. 


The Sooh of Standiog Orders on the Table. 

President’s address to the Nabob. 

I have veieeived Tour Excellency’s Berv^annah and answer to my address. 
I am extremely wsH pleased our Chief at Ballasore, Mr, Kelsall, has rendered 
himself agreeable, and esteem myself greatly obliged by the favours you have 
been pleased to confer on him. The pananqueen, bamboo, and other things 
that Your Excellency committed to his care arrived on a sloop, which sloop 
with those things on hoard I immediately despatched to Houghly Sheik Hydal- 
luhen Bhousdar ; what still remains at Ballasore, on their arrival here, shall be 
also forwarded to him. 

I now congratulate Tour Excellency on your return in safety to Muxad- 
ahad from chastising the Mahrattas, who, I am informed, retired with loss and 
shame before your conquering army. 

The had consequences attending our Company’s affairs from the unjust 
complaints of the Armenians and. others to Tour Excellency, is beyond expres- 
sion. To add still more to our misfortune, the hardships we suffer from the 
forces on our Cossimhuzar Eactory, is without precedent, distressing us in 
our credit as well as in every other manner the most disobliging ; by which 
it appears the complainants act rather as open enemies to our country thnT< 
humble petitioners for justice with Tour Excellency, they well knowing the 
Company are not aggressors, nor was it in our power to prevent the accidents 
that have happened, which I liave before taken the liberty to remonstrate 
to Tour Excellency, and I do now again assure Tour Excellency, that had 
they been in any manner concerned therein, I would have taken care yon 
should not have been troubled with any complaints, but should have complied 
with whatever had been a^eeable to Tour Excellency’s justice. As the case 
now is, wc have very particularly advised our Company thereof, and the great 
favour you are pleased to shew these people. But it requires a length of time 
before we can have an answer ; humbly request Tour Excellency will permit 
the Company’s affairs to go on in the usual manner without any further molest- 
ation. 

(No signatures.) 

{Sic in orig.) 



16 


Eort William, 13th July 1749; 

AT A Consultation, piusseniJ.: 

The Hon’ble "William Baewell, Esq.-, ^^ resident . 
Messes. G-. Battle. 

A. Dattson. 

H. .Bellamy. 

"W. Kempe. 

E. Eyles. 

W. Eytchb. 

B. Drake. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 


Rccoircd nn address from the Armenians and road the same. 

Ordered, it he entered after this Consultation, and that it he translated 
into Persian, to he transmitted to the gentlemen at.Oossimhuzar. 

•W. BAE.WELL. 

G. BATTLE. 

A. DAWSON, &o. 


To — Tnr. IIok’dle Wittuir BanwEi,!,, Eso., President und Governor of Port 

William, &c., Council. 


Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 


In our late address to Tour Honor, &c., wo humbly set forth that we were 
no ways concerned in the complaints to the Nabob, and at the same time gave 
our reasons for not complying with your commands in signing the obligation 
required of us to he sent to the Nabob, which we again take the liberty of assur- 
ing Tour Honor, &c., would be attended with our entire ruin, and at the same time 
can be of no manner of service to the Hon*ble Company ; and therefore humbly 
request you udll be pleased to take our case again into consideiution and favor 
us once mo're with a hearing before you finallj' determine on the utter destruc- 
tion of a people, who are ready and willing to give Tour Honor, &c,, the utmost 
satisfaction in their power, and to enter into an obligation to be answerable fob 
all costs and damages that may accrue to the Hoh’ble Company, should it ever be 
certainly .proved that we directly or indirectly moved, stirred or were in any ways 
concerned in the complaints to the Nabob. This we humbly offer Tour Honor, 
&c.,. as a means of removing from Tour Honor, &o., displeasure, and being with 
the greatest respect, &c. 



Eort ’WilliarQ, 28tli August I74i9. 

At a Co^istjltation, peesent : 

' O^E Hon’blb William Baewell, Esq., President. 

■ Messes. W. Eytohb. 

H. Bellame. 

E. H. Oetjttenden. 

E. Beake. 

S. Eoopee. • . 

. W. Watts. 

T. Bueeow. 


. The Book o£ Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

i The Consultation o£ tbe 4th being wrote fair, was now read, approve'd, and signed. 

' Yesterday we received a letter from tlie Worsliipful Edward Eyles, Chief, 
&o., Council at Cossimbuzar, dated 23rd instant, advising that the Nabob re- 
ceived Mr. Kelsfidl very graciously and made him great professions of service, 
but Hookem Beg and Oaroolley Beg being present (by whom the Nabob is 
entirely influenced) seemed inclined to prevent any private discourses Mr. Kel- 
‘saU. might desire to have with him on this subject, and as they have since found 
that the Nabob has left the whole management of this affair entirely to them, 
they thought it improper to send Mr. Kelsall back again to him, lest they 
might thereby incense two such powerful men, and make it more difficult - for 
them to accommodate the dispute. That they then purposed Mr. Kelsall*s 
waiting on the Setts to represent the whole affair to them, and endeavour to 
prevail on them again to mention it to the Nabob in the most favorable man- 
ner they coiild, but they seem so much in awe of Hookem Beg that they did 
not care to ii^.rfere therein, nor to admit of any visit till this dispute with the 
iDurbar was mhde up. That they have for some days past and are now using 
their utmost sljCill and endeavour to bring them over to them from the Armeni- 
ans, who, they awe informed, pay them a constant court, and without doubt have 
• made them great promises to espouse their complaint. That they are concerned 
. to advise us that riuguments alone are not likely to take effect, and that this dis- 
pute cannot be fimsilied without charge to the Company, wherefore they are en- 
f neayouring to find piWi^on what terms it may be easiest accommodated, that the 
^^ompany may be no longer sufferers by stoppage to their, business, and as soon 
as they have reduced ,the ^mands os low as they think is possible, they shall 
advise us, and wait our orc&^K, But they fear, from what has been privately 
intimated to their vakeels, thprN^bob will not be satisfied with a small sum. .. 
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Port 'William, 31st August 1749. 

At a Consultation, present-: 

The Hon’ble Adam Dattson, Esq., President. 

Messrs. W. Eytohe. 

H. Bbllamt. 

R. Erarb. 

E. H. Oruttenden. 

S. Rooper. 

W. Watts. 

T. Burrow. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 28 th being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 


This morning we received a letter from the Worshipful Edward Eyles, Esq,, 
&c., Council at Cossimhuzar, dated the 28th instant, advising they have permit- 
ted Mr. Kelsall to return to Calcutta, but before he left the place, they thought 
it proper to ask Caroolley Beg and Hookem Beg leave that he might wait on 
the Nabob once more and enquire if he had any commands for him at Balia- 
sore, to which, they gave their consent. That the Chief took this opportunity 
to present an Arzdaz to the Nabob setting forth in the strongest terms possible, 
the Company's great sufferings since the business was first stopped, and the 
little foundation the Armenians had for -this complaint, wherewith the Company 
had nothing to' do. But this remonstrance had not the effect they wished for; 
after he read it he told Mr. Kelsall the Armenians must be satisfied. That not- 
withstanding Mr. Kelsall had some interest with the Nabob and met with a 
very handsome reception at the Durbar, they don’t find that he is at all inclin- 
able to favor them in the present dispute, which, as they have before advised, 
rejsts entirely with Hookem and Caroolley Beg, who are men of such oppr^- 
sive and mercenary tempers as leave them little hopes of this affair being to be 
made up under a large sum of money. - That they have given these people to 
understand they will not be ungrateful for any services they should please to do 
the Company. To which they answered that when they knew what we intend 
to offer the Nabob, they would tell us whether it lay in their power; upon which 
they agreed to offer as far as we empowered them by our letter of the 1st June. 
But this was rejected as being far short of what the Nabob would expect. 
That having given us a state of this troublesome dispute with the Nabob, they 
request our orders how to proceed therein ; in the meantime, they will continue 
using their best skill and endeavours to reduce the demand as low as possible ; 
that the forces still remain around the Factory, and they are informed, unless the 
Nabob speedily receives a more satisfactory answer, they will be shortly in- 
creased. 


566 r. n. 
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Port 'William,' 12th September 1749. 

At a OoiJSTILTATION, PRESENT ; 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., Fresideni. 

Messes. W. Ettche. . 

H. BeliiAmt. 

Bf. Drake. 

E. H. Cetittbnden. 

S. Eoofee. 

W. Watts. 

T. Btjreow. 


The Consultatiotf of fche 9tli instant being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday we received a letter from the Worshipful Edward Eyles, Esq., 
Chief, &c.. Council at Oossimhuzar, advising that on Mr. Eyles’ arrival there they 
were informed that nothing less than four laaks of rupees would satisfy the 
Nahoh for what the Armenians, &o., had suffered by the capture of the two ships ; 
hut on giving Hookem Beg and CarooUey Beg to understand no gre.at sum on 
such unjust a pretence would ever he complied with, and standing it out with 
them they have reduced it to two laaks which Hookem Beg tell them the Nabob 
will certainly insist on. But notwithstanding this they still believe that by 
standing out longer, it may in time be brought do\vn to one laak, besides -25 
or 30,000 Rs. to Hookem Beg and officers, and lower than this they think it will 
be hardlj possible to reduce it without undergoing the disadvantages of losing 
the whole season, and thereby disappointing us of having any goods down from 
thence. That the offers they have made for accommodating matters have been 
refused with much anger. Hookem Beg returning for answer they were in- 
sufficient to pay the charge of the forces which they obliged the Nabob to put 
upon their Eactory. That though the Nabob has all along made use of the 
Armenians’ complaint as a plea for demanding this money of them, they have 
some reason to believe he never intends they shall be much the better for it, 
and that it served only as a pretence to raise a large sum to relieve his present 
necessity for money ; that this they are more convinced of from what has been 
credibly told them. That as soon as this affair is finished, he intends to attack 
the French and Dutch in the same manner. 


A. DAWSON. 

W. ETTCHE. 

H. BELLAMY. 

R. DRARE, Jpm 
E. H. ORTJTTENDEN. 
T. BHRROW. 

S. ROOPER. 

W. WATTS. 
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Fort ’William, 18th September 17.49. 

At a. Consultation, puesent ; 

The Hon’ble Adam Datyson, Esq., President. 

Messes. W. Eytche. 

H. Bellamy. 

R. Dhake. 

E. n. Ckhttenden. 

S. Roopee. 

• W. Watts. 

' T. Bdreow. 

Yesterd.ny we received a letter from the Worshipful Edward Ejdes, Esq., 
Chief, &c.. Council at Cossimbuzar, dated the 14th instant, advising of the Nabob*s 
having sent Caroolley Bog there to sound their intentions Avith regard to 
making up the present dispute ; that they again told him they thought the 
Armcniaxjs’ complaint the most unjust that could be, and that although the Com- 
pany had suffered infinite prejudice from the Nabob's severe ordera, that we 
Avould never agree to pay much money, therefore if he with Hookem Beg would 
represent the case favombly to the Nabob and use their interest to make it up 
on easy terms, Ave should bo ready to reward their services. That on this assur- 
ance and finding it in A’ain to insist on so higli a demand as what they advised 
us in their last, he told them he Avould go back to the Nabob and inform him 
of their answer, promising to employ his Avhole interests to finish it in the best 
manner he could. That the Chiefs Avrote to the Setts Golaum Hussein and 
other Durbar olRcei’s of any influence, dcsiinng them to use their influence in 
favor of the Company, AvhicU they hope will haA^c a good effect, and prevail on the 
Nabob to finish this affair on more moderate terras than what he latelj^ insisted 
on. That as soon as they receive an ansAver from Hookem Beg they wiU advise 
us thci'cof. 


Fort William, 18th October 1749. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., President. 
Messes. W. Fytcue. 

H, Bellamy. 

R. Deane. 

E. H. Ceuttenden. 

S. Rooper. 

W. Watts. 

T. Buekoav. 


The consultation of tbo 16th being wrote fair, M’as now read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday Ave received a letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, dated 
13th instant, advising that finding it impossible to persuade Caroolley Beg to 
accept their offer of a laak of Rs. ( 100,000 ), he having received the Nabob's 
orders for insisting on one laak and Rs. 20,000, they agreed to pay the same 
on Caroolley Beg’s promising to procure them the Perwannabs as soon as the 
Dusserah was over, but the Nabob being confined to his room by sickness, pre- 
vented Caroolley Beg’s gaining access to him. That being sensible how very pre- 
judicial the least delay would be to our master’s affairs at this time, they sent their 
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Vakeels to Hookem Beg and Caroolley Beg to enqniye wlietliei* tbe NaboVs 
order could not be obtained by tbeir -writing to acquaint him they had con-, 
sented to comply with his demand, to which they sent for answer, that as the 
complaints of tlie Armenians made great noise at Muxadabad, the Nabob first 
of all required them to appear before all the Durbar whilst he was present 
and publicly acknowledge themselves to be satisfied for their losses ; that this 
Hookem Beg made them promise to do on their agreeing to pay the Bs. 20,000 
they mentioned in their last. That the moment they hear of the Nabob’s’ 
attending the Dm’bar, and giving orders about the Perwannah, they will imme- 
diately advise us. That enclosed are their indents for the use of their Pactory, 
which they request we will supply them with by the first opportunity. 

This morning we received a letter from Mr. Henry Kelsall, Besidont at 
Ballasore, dated the 9th instant, acknowledging the receipt of the 8,000 Arcot 
rupees and the annual .present which has been so long due to that Government. 
That he will implicitly obey the Company’s orders for withdrawing that 
Pactory and retiring to Bulram Gunj as soon as he can possibly withdraw the 
Company’s effects, which the return of the Mahrattas has as yet made im- 
practicable to do, there being some thousands encamped close- to the Pactory 
without any head to command them, the zemindars being with Mierabit, who 
with the whole army is expected in a few days. That is uncertain how long 
their stay will be, though he believes but short, and as soon as ever they are 
past he will acquaint us. That enclosed are the accounts of that Pactory. 
That the grain and boot which was sent hither for the Nabob’s use, and did 
not arrive^ there till after his departure, he shall dispose of to the best advan- 
tage and give the Company credit for the same. ‘ 


A. DAWSON. 

W. PYTCHB. 

H. BELLAMY. 

B. . DRAKE, Jr. 

E. H. CBUTTENDEN. 

S. BOOPER. 

W. WATTS, 

T. BUBBOW. 



Fort ‘William, Septemljer 1749. , 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’rle Adam Da-wbon, Esq., President. 

Messrs. W. Fttche. 

H. Bellamy. 

R. Drakie. 

E. H. Oruttbnden. 

S. Rooper. 

W. Watts. ' , 

T. Bueroty. 

Received a letter from the Hon’ble Duval D’Leyrit, Governor of Chander- 
nagore, &c., Council there, dated 19th September 1749, importing their uneasi- 
ness for having no other motive to renew their correspondence, which the war 
broke off, than by complaining of the insults offered to their colours by EQs 
Majesty’s ship Marioich and by our soldiers opposite to Barnagore. That they 
were extremely surprised to hear that our man-of-war obliged their ship, the 
BriUiant, to salute her and lower her flag, and that she likewise fired upon two 
of their sloops and forced them to pull down their colors, which acts of violence 
they can’t help protesting against, being absolutely contrary to the conventions 
passed between our respective Sovereigns, as also to the custom and neutrality 
of the Ganges. That a third sloop with French colors having on board effects 
belonging to their Company to a considerable amount was attacked as she was 
passing Barnagore by many boats with soldiers, who boarded her sword in hand 
and searched her. That they are persuaded this last insult was committed con- 
trary to our orders, and hope that wo will punish the aggressors, as such like 
disorders will bo of the utmost ill consequence to the commerce of the two 
nations. 

Agreed, that we write in answer thereto that we are extremely sorry they 
should have occasion to complain of the behaviour of the officers of our Ring’s 
ships, who are not under our direction. That we have made all the enquiry in 
our power concerning the sloop which was boarded off Barnagore, and leam 
that this was likewise done by the King’s ofi&cers who were in quest of some of 
their men who deserted. That we hope therefore they will not esteem us 
aggressors in the violence offered to their ships and sloops. 

A. DAWSON. 

W. FTTCHE. 

H. BELLAMY. 

R. DRAKE, Jr. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

S. ROOPER. 

W. WATTS. 

T. BURROW. 


Fort William, September 1749. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., President. 

Messrs. W. Fytche. 

H. Bellamy. 

R. Drake. . 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

S. Rooper. 

W. Watts. 

T. Burrow. 

' Captain Stedmau sent in a letter to the Board, requesting a supply of guns 
to make up his charter party number, having been obliged to throw 11 over- 
board in the storm. 
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Ordered the Store-keeper to . comply therewith, and that his request be 
entered after this Consultation. 

A. DAWSON. 

'W. FYTOEE. 

BELLAMY. 

R. DRAKE, Jr. 

S. ROOPER. 

W. WATTS. 

T. BURROW. 
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Port 'William, 20tli October 1749. 

At a Consultation, thesent: 

The Hon’ble Adam Datvson, Esq., Pi'esident. 
Messes. W. ErTcuE. 

H. E ELL AMY. 

E. Dkake. 

E. n. Ojiuttenden. 

S. lloorEii. 

W. Watts. 

T. BuniiOTT. 


The ConsuUation ot the 19th heing wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

This morning n'C received a letter from the Worslii 2 )ful E. Eylesj Esq., 
Chief, &c., Council at. Cossimhuznv, dated the 18th October, advising that the 
Kahoh being someu'hat recovered from his late illness, had a Durbar the 16th, 
at night, ■when the Armenians were present, and on their expressing themselves, 
satisfied in regard to their losses by the English, the Nabob gave orders publicly 
for a currency to our business, and the forces to be taken off the Eactory. 
But •when the Durbar was over, Hookem Beg gave them to understand by the 
Vakeels that before those orders could be executed, the Rs. 1,20,000 must 
be paid or security given for it ; that they had some days before directed the 
Vakeel to wait upon the Setts and sound them in regard to supplying them 
with what money they might want on this occasion, but could never get a 
positive answer from them before the disinite with the Nabob was ended, when 
they sent the Vakeels to them again to request they would advance the money. 
That at first they made the greatest diificulty to comply with their request, 
notwithstanding they assured them it should be paid out of the first money 
that came up. That after represcniing to them strongly the ill-consequences 
that would arise to the Company’s affairs in. case their business was not cleared 
immediately, they send Euydass, their Gomastah, there to talk with them fur- 
ther about it, who comidained heavily of our not having paid them anything 
this season of the large debt the Company owed them at that Eactory, not- 
withstanding so much treasure had been imported by the several ships lately 
arrived, and then told them they could not let them have the money unless 
they would promise to pay them three laaks of rupees as soon as their boats come 
up. That they told Euydass they could not answer this without first writing 
to us about it, but if the Setts would furnish them with the money they had 
then occasion for, they would write to us to supply with as much as ever we 
could spare, which should be all paid to them, but this being no way satisfactory, 
he then demanded of them to give uj) a Bill of Exchange they had on his 
ma-ster’s house for 23,000 sicca rupees, the four chests of bullion remaining in their 
Treasury, and to draw a bill on us for two laaks of sicca rupees (2,00,000) directly, 
which they agreed to, on his promising to advance one laak and 50,000 sicca rupees. 
That they are much Concerned for the loss of so much time as passed between 
the day they accommodated this dispute and procuring the Perwannahs, but as 
it is owing to the Dusserah holidays and the Nabob*s indisposition, joined with 
their slow manner of proceeding at the Durbar, and trouble the Setts gave in 
• furnishing them with money, -they hope we will not impute the delay to 
their neglect. That the Perwannahs for Houghley and other places are writ- 
ing out, and when they receive them, they shall be forwarded with the utmost 
expedition. That Mr. Brown having some business in Calcutta, requests our 
permission to come down for a few days. 


DnEStirali, Dusserra, DiiEsorn, Daslicra. The nine nightt {or ten days) festival in October, also called TJurga-jnija. 
In the West and South of India this holiday, taking, place after the close of the wet season, hccamc a great loilitarr 
frstival, and the period wlicn military expeditions .were entered upon. The Mahrattas were allied to celehratcths 
occasion in n way chnracterisUc of them, by destroying n village! 

The proper etymology of the word is dd*, ten {sins} and Imr that which removes (or expiates). It J? u-rhaps cc^ 
ncctcd with ten days dnration of the feast, or with its chief day being the 10th of the month of the (Antind) bet 
origin is decidedly obscure. — Auglo-ludian Glossary by Colonel Yule and Mr. Burnell. 
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Fort Williain, 26th October 1749, 

At. A OONSUI/TATION, PBESENT: 

. The Hdn'bI/E Adam Dawson, Esq., President .- 
Messrs. W. Ettohe. 

H. Bellamst. 

R. Drake. 

E. H. Ortjxtenden. 

S. Roopee. 

W. Watts. 

^ T. Burrow. 

« 

This morn^g we received a letter from Mr. H. Relsall, Resident at 
Balasore, dated i7th October, advising of the arrival there of the Mahrattas with 
Mierahib and Mohansing, who are encamped within sight of the Factory. That 
the rear guard consisting of Patans was expected to arrive that day, and alto- 
gether form an army of 40,000 men. That as soon as they are past he will 
withdraw the Factory according to our orders. 



Eorfc William, 21st December 1749. 

At A Consultation, present; 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq,, President. 

Messrs. W. EYTCnB. 

. H. BELLAMr. 

• E. Drake. 

E. H. Cruttenden. 

S. Eoopee. 

W. Watts. 

T. Burrow. 

• Deceived a letter from Captain George Mincliin, dated the 19tU instant, 
from Dean’s town, importing that he should distress the Mahrattas to the utmost 
of his power as ho looked on the sloops to he in a state of defence sufScient to 
secure the men from the shot of the -Mahrattas, he intended to bring them in 
close to the shore, and that ho apprehends he will he able to distress them 
greatly if not enthely destroy them. 

Agreed, that we give orders to Captain Cush to lay off Dean’s town,, and on 
his arrival there to advise us, hut wait for further directions ; hut in the interim 
should the Mahrattas hro upon his ship, or in any other shape molest him, then 
to return their fire and to destroy and distress them in whatsoever manner he 
should think best, and for this purpose they would have him advise and consult 
with Captain George Minchin, 

Agreed, we write to Captain Minchin to assist Captain Cush with his advice 
and otherwise. 

• Ordered, that Captain Minchin’s letters with these our orders to he entered 
in the Book apart, 

Mr. Burrow is of opinion that Captain Cush should have positive orders to 
drive the Mahrattas from Dean’s town, and destroy the place as he thinks the • 
not taking such measures, or the deferring of them may be attended with bad 
consequences. 

A. DAWSON. 

H. BELLAMY. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

W. WATTS. 

W EYTOHE. 

R. DRAEIE, Jr, 

S. ROOPER. 

T. BURROW. 



To the Hononi-ahlo the Court o£ Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company 
of hlerchants of England tradmgto the East Indies, dated Port St. David, 16th Jany. 
1748»9. ' 

« ♦ * * * *■» 

The day after the receipt of the News of the Cessation of Arms &“ and 
His Majesty’s Proclamation thereof, General Boscawen sent an ans' of the“same 
to M' Hupleix whereupon Major Lawrance and Cap* Bruce that was taken 
Prisoner with him were permitted to give their Paroles & come hither and 
upon the Arrival of the Favorirete with them the 7**' instant, who brought a 
Confirmation of the same, all the Prisoners they had there belonging to us^were 
sent hither, and the Major has again taken charge of the Garrison which we 
had delivered to Captain Holland as being the Oldest Officer (Captain Morgan 
having laid down the Service on Account of age and Infirmitii) and Con- 
stituted him Commandant at the Same Allowances as were granted to Cap* 
Gebson, but he having now delivered up the same again and there being at 
present no prospect of any further Action hero, he purposes to proceed to Bengal 
by the first Conveyance that offers to take the Command of the Company your 
Honours have order’d him there. The Vacancy made by Captain Mor4,n we 
filled up with M' William Henry Southby who was a Lieutenant of Mannes in 
his Majesty’s Serviceu pon the General’s recommendation of him for the same 
and that made by Cap* Gingins being appointed of the Troop of Horse as M* 
John Sorimsaur was the next Senior Officer we gave him the Comp^, but with 
this Proviso, that should your Honours not think proper to continue the Troop 
that he should resign the same to Cap* Gingins again, and in his room have 
Appointed M’^ James Cope a Lieutenant as well as Adjutant as an Encourage- 
ment for the Paines ho takes in disciplining the Military, and we are informed 
that is the Post he bore wh“ in His Majesty’s Service. Being in need also of 
an Officer that had some knowledge in the Train Duty, we have given a Com- 
mission to one Peter Nost who bore the Station of a Bombardier in His 
Majesty’s Train of Artillery and has been bred up in that branch from his 
Infancy, though at present he acts as an Ensign of the Military, but we purpose 
shortly to remove him to our Train of Artilleiy and make him a Lieutenant 
which we hope will meet with your Honours Approbation. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of 
blercliants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Dated Fort St. David, Febry 1748-9. 

^ ^ 5ft 9^ 

* * As the private men that were in Cuddalore when it was attackt by the 

Coiw., 28 June. Enemy all behaved very well, and it was 

pi^obable we should soon after have an 
occasion to try them again, to encourage them to act in like manner we made 
them a present of a couple of shirts each ; and no fault having been found with 
the Seapoys that were there, to the Heads of them we presented a few Yards of 
Broad Cloth, and to their people to the value of a Rupee each in a Turbanb or 
Sash. 

* • * • * ' * * - 

63. Of our having raised a Troop of Horse in your honours Service you 

Lrc to Eneiand.ssf April. already been acquainted with, and 

we must now assure you that we find it of 
Infinite service as it is to be relied on, which cannot be said of any Peons that 
canbehir’d, and the number of them that were obliged to keep before (the 
Expence of which will fully Discharge that of the Troop) we shall shortly 
Dismiss as we have^ found them of very little Service on the Late Expedition, 
and had we been without the Troop we should have laboured under great incon- 
veniencys, which will in case of any stoppages of Goods going or coming from 
the Country soon remove the Cause, and more expeditiously than any Peons. 
Therefore we hope Your^ Honours will think proper to ‘continue the same. 
General Boscawen is of opinion also that the continuing the same will be more 
819 ■ . 
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for your Interest than a Numljor of Peons (whicli must Ije done if the Troop is 
abolish’d) having but a very moan oppinion of those People from what ho saw 
of them on the Expedition. He has also been kind as to give us his advice 
concerning the Establishment thereof which we, have followed as your Honours 
- „ . _ will observe by our Consultations. The 

’ “ ■ cost of the Horses that have been bought 

for the same amounts to Nineteen thousand four hundred and twelve Pagodas 
six fanams & fifty five cash 19di 12:6:55. 


To the Hoiible the Court o£ Directors for Alfnirs of the HonKblo the United Compnny ‘of 
Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

« « t « « . « t- 

Honottrable, 

As we imagine an address by the way of Bussorah may possibly reach your 
honours before any of the Shipping that will proceed for Europe next month, 
we therefore now dispatch this to Bombay to be fprwarded from thence by the 
first opportunity, and have the great satisfaction to acquaint your Honours 
that General Boscawen took possession of Port S‘ George on the 21“ instant, 
M^hioh occasion Universal Joy among the late Inhabitants of that place who 
throng’d there in great numbers immediately on hoisting the English Elag, 
tho all the Art the Prench made use of could not induce them to return while 
they were in Possession, and the attachment they now shew to the English 
gives them ho little Mortification. Tho Condition we have received it in, is 
indeed very indifferent, the Prench having Undermined the Portification and 
riffled it of all the usefull and valuable Stores, the particulars of which we 
shall transmitt your Honours with our next advices, 


* * * • « 

To the Honable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hohblo the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable, 

By the Honble rear Admiral Boscawen who purposes to leave us tomorrow 
you will receive this Address, & it gives Us the greatest concern to think that 
we should have occasion to represent to you that notwithstandino- the Peace 
concluded between His Majesty the King of Prance, Tour Settlements on 
this Coast are far from feeling its good Effects ; Nay ; on the contrary are 
more Embroiled then they were even during the War, all owing to the Wiles 
& Artificies of Monsieur Dupleix, the Prench Company's Governoiu’ of Pondi- 
cherry, who has so bitter an Enmity to the English, as not to be able to refrain 
from shewing it by committing Acts of Hostility in an underhand manner, 
though he will not venture tOvdeolare openly against Us as your Honours will 
see by the following Sketch of his late proceedings. 

No sooner was M*- Dupleix certain that the Preliminary Articles of the 
Peace were certified & he freed from any Apprehensions he might he under 
of an Attack, but one Chunda Saib (formerly a Moors General), who upon 
the Nabob his master being defeated, had retired into the Mountains & there 
liv’d in obscurity & whose family had taken refuge in Pondicherry & were 
in that place during the whole time of the Seige, began raising Men in the 
Country to endeavour to disposses Anaverdy Oawn the then Nabob • & get 
the Government of the Province for himself. * • 

M"- Dupleix pretended to have no concern in the Matter but sent out aU 
the Seapoys in the Prench pay to join Chunda Saib under the Colour of his dis- 
charging them to lesson their Expences & the Men engaging them to serve 
him. But when Aflmrs were brought to a Crisis the was 

'& he pubhckly avowed the Cause of Chunda Saib & sent out 900 of the best 
Europeans in the Garrison of Pondicherry with a Detachment of Artillery to 
join him as Auxiliauir, 

Soon after this junction Chunda Saib forced the Nabob to a Battle, wherein ‘ 
by the assistance of the Prench who gave the turn of the scale, the Nabob him- 
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self was killed, & his whole Army defeated, the Consequenoe of which has been 
Ghuhda Saih taking upon him the Gorerament of this Province as Nabob by 
an illegal Pirmaund procui’ed from Mustapa Jung, without the knowledge or 
consent of Nazar Jung. 

The first act he did after arriving at this Dignity was the recompencin°- 
his good Allies by granting- them 42 Villages of the Villanour Country 
which lay all round this Settlement, & by way of reward to M’' Dupleix in parti- 
cular the following towns & their Revenues have been given to him & his 
Relations viz .,* — 

Coihelong to M' Dupleis. 

Porto Novo to Madame Dupleix. 

Alempara to Mons^ D’Antel hfe Brother-in-Law. 

S* Thome to Padrie D’ , a Relation of Madame Dupleixes. 

So that we are surrounded in such a manner as for the Prench to have it 
entirely in their power to stop our trade, or debar us from any supplys of Pro- 
visions from the Country,* and we have great reason to believe, from what has 
already happen’d, they wiU not he wanting to make use of this advantage, for 
the Padre’s Zeal being either warmer than the other could not help discovering 
himself, by forbidding on the severest Penalties, any sort of refreshments going 
to Madrass through or out of his Dependances : and by insulting us in other 
Respects, in somuch that at last we were oblig’d to apply to General Boscawen 
for his Assistance, who immediately sent & took the Padre Prisoner, & is bring- 
ing liim to England to he disposed of as his Majesty shall think proper. 


To the Honoiirahle the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, dated Fort St. David, 2nd Nov' 
1749. 


46. "We have compleated the Horn Work on the Northside of the Port 
and about half finish’d the Sunetts to the East & W est, the latter of which is 
now proceeding on in a gradual manner ; and we judge the Compleating of them 
and filling up the Covered way will he sufficient to employ our Workmen till we 
have the pleasure to receive you farther Commands on this Head ; and in the 
interim have only to assm*e you that the Constant and Sincere regard we have 
always had for your Honours Interest, will oblige us still to continue our 
utmost care and Industry to prevent putting you to the least unnecessary 
Expence in all the Progress we may make herein. 

46. Tour Honour have been already inform’d in an address we made you 
Overland the 30*^ August that your Settlement of Port S‘ George was restored 
to us on the 21'‘ of that Month, We have therefore here only to acquaint you 
that the Condition in which it was delivered was so Extreamly Bad, that we 
apprehend it will require to be Entirely New Portified, all the Walls and Bas- 
tions being IJnderminded in such a manner that they must m all probability' 
fall down in the Ensuing Moonsoon, and it is represented by His Majesty’s 
Engineers and all the Bricklayers that they are no ways to he repaired. Neither 

are they in the least Capable of hearing anv 

. Cannon upon them, on which last Cir- 

cumstances We have been oblig’d so far to deviate from your directions as to 
Permitt a Platform that was began by the French to be finish’d, as we are 
inform’d it tends greatly to the present Security of the Place, and we hope 
your Honours will not be displeased thereat, as we conceive it to be absolutely 
necessary. As our Engineer is gone. We cannot at this time send you a Plan 
thereof, but will Endeavour to get one prepar’d with an Estimate of the Ex- 
pence in readiness to send you by the January Ship. 


64. A complaint having been brought before us by M' Francis Pordyce 
Con., Mar. foT an Asault that was made on him by 

13“ do. ]y;r Robert Clive ; due Enquiry was made 

by us into the same. In the Course of which it appearing that M' Pordyce , 
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liad given great Provocation for such Proceeding, by having frequently Scandi- 
lized his Character in a most unsufEerahle manner, and being further acquainted 
that he had at several times taken great Libertys in his Conversation in 
making use of many unbecoming Reflections on the President and all the 
Members of the Board, In Consequence of- this his Aggressions and Disrespect 
together with the many Instances we have had of his Insolent and Medling 
disposition, We came to a Resolution of suspending him your Honours Service, 
And besides the reasons already given for our so doing, We might still add that 
He was in General remark’d to be extreamly Negligent and remiss in the 
several Duties of his Punctions particularly in the Burial .of the Soldiers and 
Seamen, which part of his Office he scarce ever attended, notwithstanding 
he had been twice or thrice Rebuk’d by the President for not doing, and 
which neglect had at length began to Create great Discontent in our Military. 
We therefore presume that upon a due consideration of all these Circumstances, 
your honours will concur with us in the measures We have taken herein. 
In which dependence we shall only add as It is not to be doubted but M"" 
Pordyce will set forth his own Story to your Honours, and least the same 
should be to M'. Clive*s Prejudice, We think it n6t improper to assure you 
that he is Generally Esteem’d a very quiet Person, and no ways guilty of 
Disturbances. . o 

66. After the Dissmission of M" Pordyce as we were then without any 
^ „ Chaplain We thought proper to entertain 

the Reverend M’^ Robert Palk who has 
been many Years Chaplain to M' Boscaw’en and was Strenuously Recom* 
mended by him. 


66. , The Company of Artillery remains as yet very Ineompleat, having 
found it very difficult to procure Persons Qualified for that Service, We endea- 
vour’d all we coTild to prevail on those in filis Majesty’s Train to enter with 
Con Ans* ^ Encouragement to Induce them 

' thereto. We agreed as the Pay directed in your New 

Regulations was somewhat less than is allow’d in His Majesty’s Service, to 
allow 4® diem more to each Gunner, and to give one, shilling Diem 
to all Matrosses, but all would not tempt them, and not above twenty six came 
over to us. 


69. Upon the Strenuous Advice and Recommendation of Major Lawrance 
Con.,28‘Tci)y. continuing some of our To- 

passes in the Service In order to xeleive 
the Europeans from Duty in the violent heat of the Day, We have therefore 
for that reason, as likewise upon consideration of the small strength of our 
Garrison, been constrained for the present, to deviate from your Honours direc- 
tions therein, and have accordingly Entertained them at 10** Diem which the 
Major judges to be a proportionable pay to the Europeans, till you are pleased 
to direct the contrary. ^ 


82. Since our last address to your Honours under the 18"* ultimo bv 
Admiral Boscawen, finding Ourselves in a quiet and TJndisturb’d Possession 
of Port S‘ George, and Judging that it will be again a Place of great Trade 
& Business, and that an Investment may be shortly commenced provided 
proper Encouragement is given to the Merchants and Inhabitants of that place 
We have taken into Consideration the directions your Honours were pleased 
to give us thereon in looking upon that place as a Subordinate Settlement till 
further orders, and to send such Persons there as are necessary, to invite and 
encourage Trade, and accordingly in Consultation We appointed M' Richard 

Con., sooctr. Deputy Governour, M' Richard 

. Starke Second, M*" John Smith tln’ril 
31' William Smyth King fourth, and M' John Walsh fifth of Council who 
will proceed for Madras soon after this Ship’s Dispatch. ’ 


Exd. — P. K. B. 


GoTcmest of India Central rrinting OlEcc.— No. ,810 P. D,~11>11>92.— SOO. 



TO— THE HON’BLE. THE. COURT OP DIEECTORS 

for affairs of the Hon^ble United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it please Tour. Honours, — Our last address bore date tbe 22nd 
ultimo, per ship Lapwing, duplicate whereof is enclosed, since which time we 
have been favoured with X'our Honour’s commands under date the 10th Jiay 
1748 accompanying His Majesty’s proclamation for the cessation of arms which, 
we shall pay due obedience. 

2. This waits on Your Honours per Exeter to advise of your affairs under 
our management since the 22nd December, and serves to tr ans mit you Captain 
Weston’s requests for the several sums of money which has been advanced him 
for the use and expenses of this ship -with one of the bonds he has executed 
for the same, together with the bonds entered into by Captains Baron Fisher 
and Broadley for the sums of money which they took up here for the expenses 
of their ships. 

3. We are preparing to dispatch the Eastoourt and Bombay Castle, and 
hope to get them away sometime in February. 

4. Before any bales were laden on the ship she was duly surveyed and the 
Captain’s request with the Master Attendant’s report comes enclosed, as also 
Captain Weston’s requests for saltpelre laden on the Exeter. 

5. Tour Honours having ordered ten tons (10) of turmeriok to be sent 
you, we have laden on board this vessel on Charter Party terms to be shot loose 
in the hold, the Captain having first consented thereto. 

6. Enclosed in this packet we send Captain Weston’s request for men, upon 
which we sent for the Commandant to know if any could be spared him, to 
which he replied that we could not spare any. 

7. In our address per Swallow we advised Tour Honours of Messrs, Black- 
ford’s and Bellamy’s* not having wrote us for some time since, when we thought 
proper to order one of the gentlemen of Dacca to repair thither, and the Chief 
and CouncU there dispatched Mr. Pearkes on that service, who inspected in that 
matter. 

8. In a letter from those gentlemen under date the 13th December they 
represent to us their having wrote by the way of Dacca the 27th May last, as 
by duplicate enclosed acknowledging the receipt of the treasure per Pinnace, 
as likewise triplicate of an invoice amounting to five thousand two hundred and 
seventy-six rupees and three annas (S5,276-3) ; that they forwarded the original 
to the gentlemen at Dacca, who acknowledged the receipt and dispatch thereof. 
The duplicate whereof was likewise forwarded, all which letters to then.’ great 
surprise and concern they found had miscarried. That their silence and neg- 
lect to forward the account current has been/ occasioned by the long sickness of 
Messrs. Blackford and Bellamy, who have been much indisposed ; they at the 
same time sent us the account sale of the bullion by which we might observe 
that a gain arose to Your Honours thereon, which they hoped would be accept- 
able, they having disposed thereof at two hundred’ and ten sicca rupees (210) 
for two hundred and forty sicca weight (240), and informed us, should we have 
occasion to send them any more, they believed they should be able to dispose 
of it at nigh the same price. 

9. In the same letter they acknowledged the receipt of twenty thousand 
rupees (20,000) sent them by the gentlemen at Dacca, part of which they 
liad invested, and requested us to send down a lack of rupees to go. on with 
their investment in the months of February, March and April, as then the cloth 
will be better, there being but few buyers. 

10. They likewise advised that the mugs and robbers who have done great 
mischief about that place, Dacca, obliged them to keep the Pinnace till the 8th 
of that month, when they dispatched her as likewise a boat of goods amount- 
ing to twenty-three thousand eight hundred and fifty-one rupees fourteen annas 
and nine pie (23,851-14-9). Both goods arrived safe the 12th instant, and con- 
sist mostly of brown cloth, and arrived too late for chinting this year. 

• • At Jogdea. 
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. 11. Our merchants on the Slst December representing to us that the 
Nabob’s action upon the complaint of the Armenians, Moguls, &c., about two of 
their ships been taken, had ordered peons on all their .Gbmastahs at the Aurungs 
and stopped the boats which were bringing down th^eir- goods, we came to a re- 
solution to threaten stopping the Armenian ships from passing our fort, the 
season being too far advanced to wait for redress ; and then directed the gentle- 
men at Cossimbazar to inforni those Armenians who complained at the Darbar 
thereof; and we had hopes these threats might have been of use, but were in- 
formed afterwards that the ships, on whicli their goods were, had fallen down 
the river before. 

12. Under date- the 2nd instant, the gentlemen at Cossimbazar enclosed us 
copy of a perwannah, and at the same time advised that the Nabob had heard 
of a fine Arab horse to be disposed off in Calcutta, which they believed would be 
very acceptable to him. Copy of the translate of the Perwannah and the Presi- 
dent’s reply we herewith send for Tour Honour’s notice. 

13. The gentlemen at Dacca in a letter dated the 8th instant advised thait 
positive orders arrived there from Muxadavad to put a stop to their business 
in general. 

14. In reply to the above letters we acquainted the gentlemen at Cossim- 
bazar that we should not be against their keeping the Darbar easy if to be done 
on reasonable terms, and sent them the horse which they informed us would be 
agreeable to the Nabob, to lay hold of a proper opportunity to present it -to 
him, and to the gentlemen at Dacca that we should have been glad they had got 
away their bales, as they write a full stop is put to their business, which we 
hope will be shortly cleared from the President’s answer to the Nabob’s per- 
wannah for that purpose. 

15. The Export Warehouse keeper informing the Board the 5th instant that 
the merchants can bring in over and above their contracts about one hundred 
and seventy bales (170) of different sortments of goods, viz., Coopees, Cossaes, 
Cossaiurah, Hummums, Mulmuls, Santipore Mulmuls, Oossaiurah, do. do., 
fine Nillacs, Soosies and Terrendams, and as at this juncture they may be service- 
able to Your Honours and of aid to our tonnage, we agreed to accept the same. 

16. Under date the 15th October the gentlemen at Bombay advised us 
that they had received information that the messenger they had sent to the 
Sou Bajah to obtain redress for the seizure of Tour Honour’s raw silk, was 
arrived there, but were then unacquainted with the reception he met with, or 
whether it will have the desired effect. 

17. By a letter bearing date the 18tb instant, the gentlemen at Cossimbazar 
acquainted us that our boats were stopped at Sydabad, and that they had in- 
formed the Armenias of our threatening not to permit their ships to pass this fort ' 
which had not then the wished-for effect ; that what silk and silk piece-goods 
they should be able to procure this season would be in readiness to be sent 
down by the 8th of next month which they presumed we would send a strong 
party to escort, which party was accordingly ordered in our Consultation of the 
23rd instant, and the gentlemen at Cossimbazar advised thereof. 

18. The 11th instant the zemindar acquainting us that the road on the 
wharf to Sootamally Market was washed away by the river, whereby Tour 
Honours’ revenues arising from that bazar suffered great prejudice, we ordered 
him to rebuild the same by taxing the merchants who lived thereabouts in 
proportion to their ground. 

19. We herewith transmit Tour Honours the aceount revenues from October 
1747 to October 1748, also an account of the losses and gains in the zemindary 
for three years past. 

20. In our addresss per Stcalloto S7ioto, we acquainted Your Honours that 
wc were in want of covenanted servants for carrying on the business of your 
offices, whicli wc again take the liberty to request you mil supply us with, as 
also to enclose the petition from Messrs. William Powncyand John Wood to be 
entertained here as such, they having assisted in your offices some time past 
without any gratuity. 
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21. The gentlemen at Jngdea haring mentioned in their letter to hare 
sent their account current hy the vray of Dacca, and the same not being come 
to hand, we on the 24ith December wrote to them as also to the gentlemen at 
Dacca, to forward the same with the utmost expedition, and then ordered the 
Accomptant to bring up the books of this Presidency without it, which account 
cuiTent arrired since on the 23rd instant. 

22. On the 5th instant the Accomptant laid before us the account earnings 
of Tour Honours’ sloops to the 30th April last, with their serei’al open accounts 
current, which haring been carefully examined and the Master Attendant con-, 
suited in regard to the present ralue of each sloop, which being inserted and 
the difference wrote off to profit and loss, the accounts were closed. 

23. The Accomptant laid before us the 9th instant the merchants’ accounts 
anno 1745,. whereby it appearing that a transfer from Eadokissen Cawne’s 
account for fire thousand nine hundred and fifty-fire rupees seren annas and three 
pie (6,955-7-3) to Luckicond Seat’s account was wrote back to the other merchants’ 
account in that sett, Which account they refused signing, alleging that Lucki- 
cond Seat nerer acquainted them thereof, which he on the other hand asserted 
he did, upon which the question was put whether when any one of the sett was 
broke, the whole body is answerable to make good the balance, and particularly 
in this case whether it shall stand to the merchants’ names as it does now in 
Tour Honours* books, or be transferred to Luckicond Seat’s account, when we all 
agreed that it should stand to the sereral merchants’ names as it was, and the 
merchants were accordingly ordered to sign their accounts. 

24. The 16th instant the Accomptant acquainting us that he was then upon 
striking the balance of the General Books, and that it was impossible for him 
to proceed therein till the affair was settled with those mercliants for whom 
Bulram Ootmah was security, and having received a petition from Bulram 
Cotniah in relation thereto, copy whereof is enclosed, we took the same into 
consideration the 19th, when the majority of the Board being of opinion that 
he ought to make good the balance due from his sett to Tour Honours, imme- 
diately W'e ordered the Accomptant to transfer the balances due from them to 
his account, which transfer, if not sufficient, we shall demand the balance of 
him. However, we take the liberty to mention to Tour Honours that we look 
upon the allegations in his petition to be matter of fact, and therefore not un- 
worthy of your consideration. 

26. The 20th instant the Accomptant brought in the profit and loss article, 
the balance then being ten lack, twenty-three thousand five hundred !>nd seventy- 
nine rupees fourteen annas and nine pie (10,23,579-14-9), which exclusive of 
the loss occasioned by the Morattoes plundering of the raw silk and increase 
of interest, appears to be much the same as last year. 

26. The gentlemen at Dacca in a letter dated the 16th instant, in answer* 
to our remarks on their investment of which we advised Tour Honours in our 
address per Lapwing, write that though the fine Alliballies may appear in the out- 
ward fold near as good as the superfine, yet as they are Outtall* goods, they fall 
very considerably in the inward folds, which is not the case of the superfine, 
they holding their goodness throughout, besides there being^the difference of one 
Imndred and fifty threads (160) in those sortments. That the Seerhandconna 
are agreeable to their musters and instructions in their list of investment, and 
that the Nainsooks are four annas per piece cheaper than any sort last year 
except seventeen pieces which were despatched at the close of the season,. In 
the same letter they advise that the Government have not only put a stop to 
their business, but have taken Mutcbulkast from the Moodys not to supply 
them with any provisions. 

27. The gentlemen at Cossimbazar, under date the 21st instant, enclose a 
letter from Coja Wazeed to* the President, to which a speedy, answer was desired, 
he staying at Muxadavad on that account only ; they advised at the same time 

• Cnttnll — Kattul Tim, Protection— preserring — iratcliing — IFihon’e Glossary of Indian Terms. 

+ Sdntehulka — ^itachalka— SrcoIchulka-H.orMacbchiIita incorrectly Mnciiilka TcL — A written obligation oragree 
ment, a bond, a deed, it is commonly applied to a counterpart eorenant, on tie part of tbe proprietors or cultivators of 
land, agreeing to tbe rates of assessment imposed by the Government, also an engagement under a penalty to observe 
the conditions of any deed or grant or to one exacted from thieves or snspected persons engaging to desist or refrain 
from niiy illegal acts; or to one from superior police and other officer encaging to be responsible for the condnet of the 
subordinates appointed by tbemsdves, or to any penal recognisance which may be required by a Magi.strnte — Itid. 
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.that they were unacquainted with the purport of the letter, but were informed 
that a oiearance of their business depended upon him alone, to which we yester- 
day replied that the purport of 003a Wazecd’s letter .was concerning the com- 
plaint of the Armenians, Moguls, &c., about the Bussorah and Juddah ships, 
to which the President has sent an answ'er acquainting him it -was qut of our 
power to give' them any redress, but should always use our best offices for their 
advantage, so hope that our business will meet with no further interruption. 

28. In this paclcet we send Your Honours duplicates of the account sale of 
goods in the Import Warehouse as specified in the list thereof, together with 
duplicate of our indent and the price current of Europe commodities here. 

29. The indent of stores wanted here we likewise transmit Tour Honours, 
as also the price current of stores anno 1748, together with the account remains 
of stores here the 31st October 1748 and abstract thereof for last year. 

30. Enclosed is a list of Coral imported here since the year 1746, which has 
not been hitherto claimed, copy whereof we shall forward to the coast by the 
first conveyance. 

31. We are now to advise Your Honours of the several sums for which wc 
have granted hills of exchange payable ninety days after sight as usual, and 
first of these granted to Your Honours* covenanted servants at two shillings and 

, four pence each rupee who have been duly sworn, that the same is on the 
following accounts : — 

£ s. d, 

Ou the S 6 th January, oE Messrs Fytche and Burrow on their 
own account, thirty thousand two hundred and fifty-eight 
rupees twelve annas and nine pie (80,258-12-9), paj'able 
to William Uunson, Esq., or order at Zs.-id, each, is . 8,530 8 10' 

On the 26th January, of William Fytche, Esq., on his own 
account, seven hundred and eighty-seven rupees three anuas 
and nine pie (787-8-9), payahlc to Messrs. Gosling and 
Bennet, or order at 2«.-4^, each . , . , . 91 IG 11 

On the 26th January, oE Mr. John Hipwood, ou his own 
account, sixty-six rupees ( 66 ), payable to Mrs. Hannah / 

Hipwood, or order at Zs.Ad. each . . . . 7 14 0 

32. The whole amount of sums for which we have drawn hills at two 
shillings and four pence each rupee is thirty-one thousand one hundred and two 
rupees and six pie (31,102-0-6) or £3,629-14-9. 

33. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two shillings and two 
pence each rupee for the following sums, viz . — 

£ s. d. 

On the 5th January, o£ Messrs, l^tohe and Burrow, account 
* Miss Elizabeth Torriano, eleven thousand two hundred and 

nine-two rupees six annas and three pie (11,292-6-3), 
payable to Biohord Benyon and Thomas Halls, Esqs., at 
2 «.. 2 t?. each, is . . . . ’ , . . . 1^225 jq 

On the 18th January, o£ Messrs. Fytche, Burrow and Orme, 
account the estate of Mr. John Saunders, one hundred and 
twenty-eiglft thousand nine hundred and jbighty-nine rupees 
eight annas and six pie (1,28,989-8-6), payable to John 
Horn lind Edmund Godfrey, Esqs., or order at 2«.-2rf. each 18,978 17 4 
On the 26th January, of Mr. Torriano Bodley, account Mr. 

James Meredith, one hundred and eighty-four rupees nine 
annas and nine pie (184-9.9), payable to Mr. Thomas , 

Barrnt, or order at 2 s.- 2 rf. each . . . . . . * 20 0 0 

Ou the 26th January, oE Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell, four 
hundred and thirty-five inipees three annas and nine pie 
(435-8-9), pajmble to Messrs. Gosliugand Bennet, or order 
at 2 s. 2 rf. each, is . . 47 3 0 • 

34. The whole amount of suras for which we have drawn hills at ttvo 
shillings and two pence each rupee is one hundred and forty thousand nine hun- 
dred and one rupees twelve annas and three pie (1,40,901-12-3) or £1.5,264-7-2. 

35. Enclosed is a manifest of private trade laden on the JExeter to w'Licli 
the captain has been duly sworn. 
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36. "We have laden in this' ship sundry goods and merchandize as pel* in- 
voice and hill of lading enclosed amounting to seven lacks and thirty-bne 
thousand current rupees (7,31,000). 

37. Mr.’ Eoger Drake,, who dispatches this ship, will advise Tour Honours 
of the necessaries from Ihgellie. 

38. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Tour Honours, and are with 
the utmost respect. 

May it please Tour Honours, 

Tour most faithful and most humble servants, 
WILL. BAEWELL. 

GEO. PATTLE. , 

T.. DAWSON. 

HUM. BELLAMT. 

W. KEMPE. 

E. ETLES. 

EOGEE DEAKE. 

E. H. OEHTTBNDEN. 


JAMES VALICODET. 

JP.S: — By private advices from Bombay we are informed that the Bur- 
rington and Stratham arrived there the 20th October from St. Augustin’s, 
which place tliey sailed from the 19th August, where they left the Roughion, 
who lost her passage round the Cape, having lost her bow-sprit and foremast. 


TQ— TjEk HON’BLE THE COURT OP DIRECTORS 

for aEPairs of tbe Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to th East Indies. 

Mat it please Tour Honours, — ^Dnder date the 27th ultimo, we ad- 
dressed Tour Honours by the Exeter^ which ship was dispatched by Mr. Eoger 
Drake, the 1st instant, from Ingellie, when she drew seventeen feet nine inches 
water forward (ft. 17-9) and seventeen feet three inches abaft (ft. 17-3). Dupli- 
cate of said address comes herewith. 

2. Tour Honour’s ships, Eoyal George and Bhoda, being arrived from the 
coast, Captain Thomas Eield, the Commander of the former, sent in a letter to 
the Board the 2nd instant to advise us that Admiral Boscowen had sent him 
down here to take in provisions for the fleet, but flnding hy information from 
the Agents that there would not be sufficient lading for him, he requested us 
to order three thousand bags (3,000) of rice to he laden on hoard him for Port 
St. David Garrison, which quantity he judged would be sufficient to complete 
his tonnage, and Captain John McNemarra, Commander of the latter, having 
sent in a letter to the same purpose, we ordered that quantity to be purchased 
and laden on board them, and we judge those ships will be ready to sail about 
the 25th instant. 

131 P. D. 


Port William, 

The mu January 1748-49. j 

Transcribed, 

* 

p. JOHN COOKE. 
And examined with 
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3. The Goverhoi* and Council of !D’oi;t St. David having wrote to us about the 
badness of the wheat sent them up per Goleolmtert we called upon Mr. Bcllapiy, 
then Buxey, to know how it happened, who referred us to the Consultation of 
the 27th Behruary 174i7-4i8, where it appears to ho purchased by tho Board, 
there being at that time no other wheat in the place; and the Oolecimter not 
being then able to proceed to the coast, the wheat lay in our godoens the last 
rains, which must consequently prejudice it. 

4. Enclosed we send Tour Honours Captain Benson’s requests for the 
severals sums of money, which have been advanced him for the use and ex« 
penses of the Eastoourt with one of, the bonds, ho has executed for the same, 
together with the bonds entered into by Captain William Weston for the money 
granted him for the expenses for the Exeter, 

5. This ship was duly surveyed by the Master Attendant, before we pro- 
ceeded to lade bales on her, as by the Captain’s request and Master Attendant’s 
report herewith transmitted. 

6. The gentlemen ac Dacca have since our last address informed us that 
their affairs remain in the same situation as when they wi’ote us last, and by 
letters from Messrs. Blackford and Bellamy at Jugdea we are informed the like 
stop is put to business there, and that it is a great favour that they can procure 
common subsistence. ' 

7. We are now to advise Tour Honours of the several sums for which we 
have granted bills of exchange payable ninety days after sight as usual, and 
first of those granted at two shillings and four pence per rupee (2s. 4d.) to your 
covenanted servants, who have been duly sworn that the money so paid in is 
on the following accounts, viz. — 

£ s. d. 

On the 30th January, of Mrs. Alice Forster, account coral, 
three thousand two hundred and twenty-nine rupees one 
anna nine pie (3,2a9-l-9), payable to Mr. Jacob Dias, or 

. order at Zs. id. each, is . . . , . . 876 14 7 . 

On 80th- January, of Mrs. Alice Forster, account coral,* 
sixteen thousand nine hundred and ninety rupees thirteen 
annas nine pie (16,990-13-9), payable to Mr. Lewis 
Mendez, or order at Zs. id. each, is . . ... 1,988 1 8 

On the 9nd February, of William Fytehe, Esq., on his own 
account, two hundred fifty-seven repees two annas and 
three pie (257-9-3), payable to Eicbard Eenyon, Esq., 
or order at is. id. each, is SO 0 0 

On the 6th February, of William Kempe, Esq., and William 
Lyndsay, account Mr. George Heath, six hundred rupees 
(€00), payable to Mr. George Heath, or order at is. id, 
each, is . . ' 70 0 0 

On the 6th February, of William Kempe, Esq., on his own 
account, one hundred and seventy-one rupees six annas- nine 
pie (171-6-9), payable to Christopher Wyiell, Esq.,, and 
Mrs. Anne Kempe, or order at is. id. each, is , . 20 0 0 

On 6th February, of Messrs. .I^che and Burrow, account 
Doctor Stephen Lightfoot, six hundred and fifty rupees 
eleven annas and three pie |(660-11-S), payable to Mr. 

Eichard Boddicote, or order at 25. id. each, is . , 75 18 3 

8. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted bills of ex- 
change at two shillings and four pence each rupee is twenty-one thousand nine 
hun&ed and six rupees three annas and nine pie (21,906-3-9) or £2,555-14-6. 

9. We have likewise granted, bills of exchange at two shillings and two 
pence each rupee for the following sums, viz. — 

£ s. d. 

On the 7th February, of Mr. Thomas Cooke, acconnt Mr. 

Miles Barnes, three hundred and ninety-six rupees fourteen 
annas nine pie (396-14-9), payable to Mr. Miles Barnes, 
or order at is. id. each, is . ... . . . 43 0 0 
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On the 7tli Febiniaiy, of Mr. Tliomas Coolce, account Captain 
Eichard Thelwall, eight hundred and fifty-one rupees one 
anna and three pie (851-1-8), payable to Captain 
Eichard Thelwall, or order at 2s. id. each, is . . . .9240- 

Of Messrs. Fytche Burrow and Orme, account Eichard Nevill, 

£sq., one thousand four hundred and ninety-six rupees 

' eleven annas three pie (1,496-11-8), payable to Eichard 

• Nevill, Esq., or order at 2s'. 2rf. e.ach, is . , • . 162. 2 10 

Of Mr. James Senogat, nine thousand and seven rupees 
seven annas and nine pie (9,007-7-9), .payable to himself, 
or order at 2s. 2rf. each, is • , ... , . . 975’ 16 2 

Of Mr. James Ross, two hundred and eighteen rupees (218), 
payable to Mr. James Ga}’, or order at 2s. id. each, is . 28 12 4 

On the 11th February, of Messrs. Fytche, Burrow and Orme, 
account Mrs. Sarah Hawkins, three'hundred and sixty-nine 
rupees three annas nine pie (869-3-9), payable to Messrs. 

Gosling and Bennet, or order at 2s. 2<^. each, is . . 40 0 0 

On the lull February, of Captain John Coales nine hundred 
and twenty-three rupees one anna three pie (928-1-8), pay- 
able to Messrs. Gosling and Bennet, or order at 2s. id. 
each, is ... 100 0 0 

10. The whole amount of sums which we have granted hills of exchange 
• at two shillings and two pence each rupee is thirteen thousand two hundred 

and sixty-two rupees eight annas (13,262-8) or £1,486-15-4 

11. We have also granted three certificates of one tenour and date for 
each of the following sums, one of which being accomplished the other two to 
become void, viz. — 

• C. Es. a, p. 

On the 6th February, of Mrs. Alice Forster, account the 
estate of John Hope, Esq. ..... 1,521 11 S 

Of Mr. 'William Lyndsay, account Captain Thomas Stevens 933 6 0 

. On the 11th February, of Messrs. Fytche and Burrow, 

' account Captain Mathew Court ..... 1,000 0 0 

12. The whole amount of sums for which we have granted three certifi- 
cates as above is three thousand four hundred and fifty-five rupees one anna 
three pie (3,455-1-3). 

13. Since closing the register of bills of exchange at two shillings and 
four pence each rupee, we have granted the following hills at that rate, the 
amount thereof being made good here, viz . — 

£ s. d. 

On the 11th February, of Edward Holdon Cruttenden, Esq., 
one thousand seven hundred and fourteen rupees four 
annas and six pie (1,714-4-6), payable to Mr. Eobert 
ClifT, or order at 2s. 4d. each, is . . . . . 200 0 0 

Of Mr. Eobert Orme, three hundred and forty rupees (340), 

' payable to Mr. Benjamin Allen, or order at 2$. 4d. 

.each, is , . . 39 13 4 

14. Tour Honour’s ship the Prinoe William, Captain William Webber, is 
now under despatch from Ingellie for Suratt and Bombay, having on board 
sundry gruff goods and broad-cloth amounting to one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand four hundred and seventy-six rupees and three pies (1,26,476-0-3), 
exclusive of freight which amounts to sixteen thousand three hundred and 
thirty-eight rupees fourteen annas six pie (16,338-14-6). 

15. We have now the pleasure to advise Tour Honours of the safe arrival 
here of the Sommerset, Captain Tolson, who acquaints us that he parted with 
the Pelham Indiaman twelve degrees (12) to the southward of the line. 

. . ■ 16. We have received Tour Honour’s commands of the 17th June 1748, 
with copies of your orders under date the 9th March and 18th May preced- 
ing. In obedience thereto Captain Nathaniel Jacobs was this day dismissed the 
military service and the charge of his company conferred on Captain George 
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Mmcliin,'wlio came on the same sett, till the arrival of Major Moseman, wlien 
Your Honours* regulations for the military and artillery shall be' punctually 
observed. 

17. We beg leave at present, to defer replying to tho other parts of your 
commands by this ship tUl the dispatch of the Bombay Castle, ■which ship is 
detained for the arrival of the Oossimbazar goods -which -we expect in a few 
days. 

18. Enclosed is invoice and Tbills of lading of sundries laden on hoard the 
Basteourt amounting to seven lacks and eighty thousand rupees (7,80,000). 

19. The State of Dacca Eactory not being yet arrived obliges us to send 
Tour Honours an open account current of this Presidency which wc shall 
transmit closed by the Bombay Castle. 

20. Mr. Edward Eyles who dispatches this vessel from Ingellic will advise 
Your Honours of the necessaries from thence. 

21. We wish her a safe and speedy passage to Your Honours, and are with 
the utmost respect, 

May it" please Tour Honours, 

Your most faithful and most humble servants, 

WILL. BARWELL. 

GEO. BATTLE. 

T. DAWSON". 

> H"UM. BELLAMY. 

W. KEMPE. 

E. EYLES. 

Eoet William, ROGER DRAKE. 

. The nth February 1748-49. E. H. ORIJTTENDEN". 


Transcribed, 
p. JOHN COOKE. 

And examined with 
JAMES VALIOOTJRT. 


TO~THE HON'BLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 

for the affairs of the Hon^ble the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it please Tour Honours,— The gentlemen at Port St. David 
having advised us that they intend despatching two of Tour Honour’s ships to 
Europe in September and conveyance now offering to the coast, we lay hold of 
the opportunity to enclose Tour Honour’s duplicate of our last address under 
date the 26th of Eebruary per Bombay Castle which ship was dispatched by 
Mr. Edward Holdon Cruttenden from Ingellie the 2nd of March, when she 
drew 17 feet 6 inches water forward and 18 feet 3 inches abaft. We ahnli now 
proceed to give Your Honours an account of your affairs under our manao’e- 
meht since that time ranging the same under the usual heads ; and ° 

Eirst, concerning Shipping. ^ 

2. By the Bawhe sloop built for the service of this Presidenmr which 
imported here the 27 th of Eebruary last from the coast, the President and 
Council there forwarded* to us Tour Honours’ commands by the Tarter 
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Man-of-war and Pelham Indiamati, whicli being opened were found, to be the 
same as those received per So7nerset. 

3. In their advices by that sloop they acquainted ns they were then coin- 

ing the bullion received per Tartei' and Pelham into rupees, fifteen chests 
whereof they sent us by that conveyance and fifteen more by the TFilliam, 

a country-ship then bound to this port, and at the same time they requested 
us to send them a large supply of petre to keep in store for' any occasion that 
might offer. 

4. On the 3rd of March the Poi't William arrived here with the fifteen 

chests of treasure mentioned in the foregoing advices. 

• 

5. Tour Honours’ ships, the Poyal George and Bhoda, were dispatched from 
hence to the coast the 23rd of Pebruary, and the Buxey informing us on the 
30th of March, that part of the rice designed for those ships was lost in the 
way down. Au account whereof ho then laid before us amounting to two 
thousand four hundred and ten maunds (2,410). We sent for the manjees and 
peons belonging to the boats on which this rice was laden, who oh examination 
declared their boats were overset in a hard gale of wind they met with as they 
were going from Ingellie creek on board their ships. 

6. Mr. William Py tche, store-keeper,, acquainting us that Captain Browne, 
Commander of the Bombay Castle, carried away an anchor from Ingellie 
amounting to five hundred and fourteen rupees fifteen annas (614-16), and 
producing his mate’s receipt for it, which .his attorney refuses to take and dis- 
charge, we now transmit the same to Tour Honours to be adjusted with his 
owners. 

7. The 9th of May we received a letter from Mr. Edward Teddeman, chief 
mate of the Bdghaston, advising of his arrival at Culpee, of the death of Captain 
John Hereford, and of a violent storm which happened on the coast the 12th 
of April. Copy of his letter we herewith send Tour Honours. 

8. As Mr. Teddeman in the said letter esteemed it necessary that the 
JSdgbaston shotdd come up to town to be repaired and desired us to send him an 
anchor and cable to Culpee, wc gave him permission to bring her up accord- 
ingly and ordered the Store-keeper to supply him with a cable and anchor. 

9. On the 23rd of May the Edghasion being arrived at town and having no 
objection to the capacity or character of Mr. Edward Teddeman, the chief mate, 
we ordered our Secretary to repair on board to confirm him in the command. 

10. Under date the 8th of April the gentlemen at Port St. David wrote to 
us that they had agreed with the owners of the Success, a countryship, to call 
in at Durassapatam in her passage to the Bay and take in such part of the 
redwood we had wrote for as she was able, and that they would send us an 
account as soon as they were furnished with the receipt that the master had 
orders to give for the quantity he took in. She arrived here the 3rd of May, 
and the Captain delivered us one hundred and eighty-one pieces (181) weighing 
factory maunds three hundred and eighty-six and five seers (386-6), of which 
we advised the gentlemen at the coast. 

11. By the Bssea, a countryship, which imported here the 29th May from 
Port St. David, the President and Council advised us of the arrival there of His 
Majesty’s ship the Syi'e}i with fifty (50) chests of treasm’e consigned to us 
which they took out to enable them to send the Pelham and Sonierset to 
China. At the same time they forwarded Tour Honour’s commands of the 
21st July. 

12. TJiider date the 28th of May, the gentlemen on the coast forwarded the 
invoice of the redwood per • iS'ifccess and promised to send us a further supply 
as opportunity offered, requesting at the same time that we would fmaiish them 
with four thousand bags of saltpetre (4,000) for their kintladge by the earliest 
conveyance. VTe replied thereto under .date the 14th of June and advised 
•them of the arrival of the Bdghaston here, and if any of Tour Honours’ ships 
should go thither in August or any of the countiyships should take it on easy 
terms, we intended to supply them with what saltpetre we could spare; that 
we had observed they had received the fifty chests (60) of bullion designed for 
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tlie service of this Presidency per Syren of ■which we were in hopes to have 
received some part, hut our expectation being disappointed, we greatly feared 
it would prove very prejudicial to Tour Honours’ investments and desired theni 
of taking all opportunities of sending us some supply. 

13. The President and Council of Bombay in a letter dated the llth of 
May ad-vised us of the arrival of the Prince William there witJi the consign- 
ment of broad-cloth, iron, gunneys and twine, which were then landing. That 
as they esteemed it too late in the season for her to proceed to Surat, they 
would land her freight and transmit suitable directions to the Chief and 
Pactors there to get the persons to whom it was consigned to consent their 
sending it thither by the first gdod conveyance that offered ; they wrote us at 
the same time that the returning of the Prince William to us was uncertain 
as it depended on the setting in of the monsoon, however they directed Captain 
Webber to get his ship in readiness to proceed as soon as the season would 
permit, in such case they would consign us a cargo of cotton. 

14. Tom; Honour’s ship, the Captain Wills Commander, imported 

here the 3rd instant from the coast, being sent from tlience by the Admiral to 
carry up stores for the squadron. By her the Governor and Council there 
favoured us -with the agreeable news of the arrival of Tour Honour’s ship, the 
Griffin, there, and then requested a further supply of two thousand bags of salt- 
petre (2,000) per Edghaston and Elizdbeih as they had obtained leave of the 
Admiral for it to be laden on board them. In consequence whereof we ordered 
the Warehouse-keeper to lade two thousand bags of that commodity on board 
the Elizabeth-. 


Secondly, concerning Goods rR03i Europe. 

15. On the 3rd of March we took into consideration the disposal of the 
bullion and treasure then lying in the warehouse, and came to the following 
result : — 


To pay 17 chests o£ bullion to Futtichnnd, 

12 do. of rupees to Dadney merchants, 

7 do. of hnlliou to those merchants, 

who provided ready money goods and six chests of bullion to Serrikisna, to 
reserve five chests of bullion for Cossimbazar, five chests for Dacca and four 
chests of rupees for Jugdea, and ordered the same to be disposed of accordingly, 
but Puttichund’sgomastah refusing to take it at the rate be fonnerly usedto'do* 
and desiring to have it delivered him by the weight of the sicca rupee, we 
ordered his request to be complied with, it being a custom at Cossimbazar. 

16. The gentlemen at Cossimbazar by a letter received from them the 
13th of July informing us that the Seats advised them of their intentions to 
send thiir gomastah to settle their accounts, and therefore they desired to know 
what part of the above seventeen chests of bullion -was paid on account of that 
Pactory with the price and weight of it ; that as the Seats would not permit 
them to endorse from off their interest not^ the amount of the forty chests of 
bullion delivered them in Calcutta in March 174S without a deduction of one 
per cent, thereon, they apprehended they would likewise demand one per cent, on 
what we paid them in March last account of tbat Pactory, and therefore desired 
OUT orders thereon, as they seemed absolutely determined not to give it up, and 
they feared a dispute with them at this juncture may be attended with verv 

bad consequences ; in reply thereto, we directed them to inform the Seats that 
if they insisted on having the one per emit, deducted, we should choose rather 
to bring the whole to the Calcutta account. 

17. On the 20th March we ordered the damaged goods then lavino- in 

Tour Honours’ warehouse to be sold at public outcry, and notice to be oiven as 
usual, the account sales thereof comes in the packet. ” 

IS. The Import Warehouse keeper informing us the 19th June that there 
were several pieces of broad-cloth laying open in the godown, and esteemino' it 
a proper season to dispose of the poppinjay broad-cloth belonging to Tour 
Honours, we agreed to put it up at outcry the 19th instant on the established 



terms, and public notice was affixed at tbe Port Gate as usual, but were obliged 
to defer the sale on account of the badness of the weather till the 22nd instant, 
when we agreed to put it up at the following prices, viz. — • 

Aurbxa . . . . . . . at 68 rupees per piece. 

Poppinjay . . . , . . . at 49 

Ordinary red , . . . . . at 60 

Yellow . . . .... . , at 51 

* Blue *'• . . • • . ait 49 

19. Your Honours will herewith receive the account of what then sold, but 
finding no bidders for the red poppinjay and blue at the foregoing prices, we 
came to a resolution of trying those sortments again at outcry the 24th of next 
month, together with the woollen goods per Walpole as also those designed us 
per Britannia should she arrive by that time, of which we have given public 
notice as usual. 

20. The 6th instant the damaged stores were surveyed iSy the Board 
and put up to sale the 13th following as per account thereof herewith trans- 
mitted Tour Honours. 

Thirdly, concernino Investments. 

21. The Export "Warehousc.keeper lays before the Board the 20th March 
an account of the damaged goods in that warehouse which by order of the 
Board were put up to sale the 20th April. The account sales Your Honours 
will receive herewith. 

22. On the 20tli March we forwarded the list of goods to be provided at 
Ballasore to Mr. Henry Kelsall, with orders to comply therewith as near as 
possible and at the same time sent him a chest of rupees. 

23. The gentlemen at Cossimbaznr having wrote to us very pressingly for 
money, and particularly for the five chests of bullion we designed sending 
them. "We under date the 30th March transmitted them our reasons for 
altering our intentions, which were that we esteemed the charges would run 
very high in sending a large party of guards with so small a sum of treasure 
that we were then endeavouring to procure a bill of exchange, which E-am- 
kissen Seat having obtained for twenty-three thousand four hundred Sicca 
Es.' (23,400) on the Gth April, we forwarded the same. 

24. On the l2th ultimo we received a letter from the gentlemen of 
Jugdea accompanying one hundred and thirty-three (133) bundles of brown 
cloth and three tuctacs of white which were dispatched from thence the 9th of 
January and arrived safe. 

Eohrthly, of the trade of India and therein any transactions with 

THE Government. 

26. In our address per Bombay Castle we acquainted Tour Honours of the 
situation of affairs at Oossimbazar on account of the Armenians’ complaint at 
the Darbar about the captm’e of the Judda and Bussorah ships, and that there 
was then no likelihood of soon obtaining a clearance to our business. It is 
with the utmost concern that we are to inform Tour Honours that this stop- 
page to the currency of trade has ever since and does still continue, and in 
order to convince Your Honours that we have used all methods that could be 
thought of to bring the Nawab to temper, we shall now proceed to give your 
honours a particular account of our proceedings herein from time to time. 

26. On the third of March we directed the gentlemen at Oossimbazar to 
apply to Hookum Beg and the Seats to induce them to assist us in finishing this 
affair, which, if they should be able to effect, we should not look upon a small 
present of about two thousand rupees as thrown away they informed .us by 
letter the 22nd of that month that they had made the application directed, 
but were told by those very persons that without a present to the Nabob it 
would be impossible to obtain a clearance to business, that the Nabob was then 


encamped a little distance from tlie city with an intent to go in a few days on 
some kpedition then unknown which, if true, they were apprehensive the 
stoppage would continue till his return. 

27 A R we were at a loss to nudge what presents the Nahoh. might want, 
they not being explieit on that head, we wrote them in reply that we could not 
enter upon a full discussion thereof till the Darhar Ministers gave them a 
definite answer. 

28. Under date the 6th April the gentlemen at Cossimhazar informed us 
that Oarooly Beg came to their Factory and told them the Nabob expected they 
would satisfy the Armenians without any further delay, and tor the present has 
ordered two hundred horsemen dnd two hundred Buxories to bo quartered on 
that Factory, that he himself was come as a mediator between them and the 
Armenians, and would do them all the good offices in his power. The Seats 
also advised them to make up this affair with the Nabob as soon as possible, 
that the longer they deferred it, the more money they must pay, but what 
sum would be sufficient for this they could not learn, nor till some advances 
were made by us ; and under date the 10th following they wrote to us that the 
iemindar who commanded the forces put over them being dissatisfied at their 
not paying him and his people as usual, gave orders by beat of drum prohibit- 
ing all manner of provisions from coming into their factory. 

29. In reply to the foregoing, we acquainted that Your Honours having 
taken notice of the large sums of money which have been extorted and paid the 
Nabob, and having frequently complained thereof as ^eat leaks to your estate, 
we could not make any advances on such an affair as this, wherein Your 
Honours had nothing at all to do, and we therefore directed them to find out 
the Nabob’s views and ends in indeavouring thus to distress the Company’s 
affairs without any manner of reason when we should bo the better able to 
take our measures, and told them it would be also very necessary to find out 
what would satisfy the Government ; that in regard to the threats and vaunts 
of the iemindar and soldiers set ujpon their Factory, they were not to be regarded 
as they signified little to the decision of the main question. 

30. Mr. Wake and Council of Bombay informed us by letter of the 33th 
of January that the messenger whom they had sent to the Sou Baja about Your 
Honours’ raw silk which was plundered by the Morattoes was returned, but 
without any written answer from him, and from his thrilling excuses they had 
no hopes of redress for the loss Your Honours sustained therein, but as the 
officer who made the seizure was expected to wait on him shortly, they intended 
in such case to renew their addresses. . 

31. The gentlemen at Cossimbazar by the advice of the Carooly Beg under 
date the 24ith April desired us to procure a paper signed by the Armenians 
who resided here by way of an address from them to the Nabob in Persian 
expressing their satisfaction at what we had done and wrote in their behalf ; 
that this, it was thought, might be of considerable service in the then posture 
‘ of affairs ; that the general opinion of the Nabob’s distressing Your Honours* 
affairs was he wants to get a sum of money from each party ; that it was thought 
some time before about fifty thousand (60,000) rupees would have composed 
matters, but before they can come to any certainty in regard to what he ex- 
pects, offers must first be made on our side, and on the 4th May they forwarded 
two letters, one from Nunadges Mahmud Oeewne to the Nabob with his answer 
thereto, whereby we might perceive that the Nabob remained seemingly fixed 
in doing what he called justice to the Armenians. 

32. In consequence of the above letter we ordered our Secretary to draw 
up a paper for the Armenians to sign when translated into Persian, and advised 
the gentlemen at Cossimbazar that when the Armenians had signed thereto, we 
-should forward it to them, hoping it might prove satisfactory. At the same 
time we directed them when they heard any reasonable proposals made to advise 
us thereof as it was impossible for us to make any offer. 

33. Mr. Henry Kelsall by a letter dated the 6th , May advised us of the 
Morattoes being encamped within sight of the Kuttack Factory, and that the 
Nabob’s forces were distant but 3 cose from that place; and under date the 
8th following he wrote to us that Nilla Pundit with the command of a strong 


party of tlio Morattocs Horso were encamped close to the Factory, and that their 
putting olT the plundering of that place till the next, morning was the saving of 
it, for as their horse entered the town the Nabob appeared and immediately 
sent part of his forces over the river and pursued them and got up with them in 
a very small time ; that what their loss was he could not learn, the reports being 
various; that on the Nabob’s arrival he sent the Vacqueels to him for pennission 
to wait on him, which being granted, he met with a very gracious reception 
from the Nabob, who asked him if he had been to visit Meerahib, hut on 
informing him that he liad not, lie seemed exceedingly well pleased and told 
him when he returned whatever he asked should be granted. 

SJ'. On receipt of those letters, we wrote to Mr. Kelsall that we were 
pleased to observe the gracious reception he met with from the Nabob, and as 
the troubles at Cossimhazar still continued, we would have him visit him again 
and deliver him an Arsdast from the President which we then transmitted him. 

35. Under date the 10th Jlfa}' he wrote to us that the Nabob was encamped 
within three leagues of Cuttack, and that he hourly expected to liear the news 
of Slccrahib’s and Anga Sheriff’s being delivered into, the Nabob’s hands by 
their own Jemiudar; and two days following he advised us that.some of the 
people whom ho had sent to follow the Nabob’s army were returned with the 
news of liis having entered Cuttack ; that on l^is approach Meerahib with the 
hlarattocs fled ; that five of the head Jemindars surrendered themselves to the 
Nabob, who immediately cutoff their heads; that no judgment could at that 
time be formed how long the Nabob would stay there, as Dulubram and Mir 
.Tafllr to both of whom he offered the Nabobship having refused it, as they 
doubted not but the ^lorattocs would return next season. 

30. As wc had not received any encouragement from Cossimhazar concern- 
ing the clearance of our business, and Mr. Kelsall being near the Nabob, we 
directed him to use liis utmost endcavoure to get an order from him for the 
clearance thereof; in order for which to represent to him that this affair was as 
prejudicial to him as to Tour Honours, and if he stopped the business much 
longer it would be impossible to do any this season, which clearance if he could 
procure wc doubted not but Your Honours would esteem it a service done you. 

37. TIic Armenians having delivered us an address in Persian, we ordered 
the s.amo to be translated and took it info consideration the 1st of June when 
they attended the Hoard and were a§kcd to sign the paper to the Nabob which 
they then declared they would not. Copy of the paper drawn up for the Ar- 
menians to sign as also their address to the Hoard wc now enclose to Your 
Honours. 

36. This rcfus.al of the Armenians putting a stop to any hopes of ac- 
commodating the dispute with the Nabob and tluwving our dependance entirely 
upon his favour, the President asked the opinion of the Board how to pro- 
ceed with regard to the Armenians. ’When wc are of opinion they ought to be 
acquainted that in case Tour Honours were obliged to pay any money to the 
Harbar if they do not consent to repay the same, we should after the expiration 
of two months withdraw from them Tour Honours’ protection and dismiss 
them the town. And the Armenians were accordingly called in and acquainted 
therewith. Mr. ‘tVilliam Eempo then gave it as his opinion that the staying 
two months might impede Tour Honours’ business so far as to prevent our 
getting a tonnage for your shipping, and therefore they ought to be forced to 
satisfy the Nabob immediately ; we at the same time wrote to the gentlemen at 
Cossimhazar and advised them of the Armenians’ refusal as also of our orders 
to Mr. Kelsall ' for obtaining from the Nabob a clearance to Your Honour’s 
business, and directed them to use their endeavoms to. obtain such clearance 
either through the Nabob’s favour or else on easy terms, for which purpose we 
permitted them to offer as fifteen or twenty thousand rupees (20,000). 

39. The gentlemen at Cossimhazar in reply to the foregoing, under date the 
14th of June, wrote to us that they had applied to the Seats and Biramdutt, 
from whom they understood that nothing could be done till the arrival of the 
Nabob at Muxadavad, and that they were of opinion the sum we limited them to 
give would be too small (if the Nabob should favour, them so far as to take 
nothing for himself) for the forces that were put up over them and would be 
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rdieci-ed with contempt, and tlicroCoro they should ho glad to know i,ho utmost 
extent o£ what wo intondcd to givo in order to expedite this husiness ns soon 
as possible on tho Nabob’s arrival at Muxndavad. 

dO. Mr. Kolsall, under date tho 9th ultimo, wrote us that Iho Nabob arrived 
there three days before, to whom ho delivered tho President’s ai*sda.st ; that the 
Nabob told him he was resolved to befriend tho 33nglish and desire him to 
transport his cannon and ammunition to Oalcutta with the utmost cxpcalition, 
the roads being so bad ho could not carry them with him ; he then obeyed our 
orders in representing to him how prejudicial this stoppage would bo as avcU to 
his revenues as to Your Honours’ investment, and asked him what we Avero t<) 
expect, to which tho Nabob replied ho Avould finish the nfi’air on his arriA’al at 
Muxadavad, and then gave him a letter for the Ih'csidcnt. 

dll. AVe then wrote to tho Gentlemen at Cossimbazar and enclosed them a 
copy of Mr. Kelsall’s letter, Avhich gave us hopes that they Avould be able to 
accommodate matters on tho Nabob’s return Avithout exceeding the former sum 
limited for that purpose any great matter. 

di2. XJndcr date the 10th instant, the Gentlemen at Cossimhazar advised us 
of the Nabob’s return on tho 7th, AA'hon they sent their A^'acqucels to wait on 
him, whom ho asked if they had procured tho llaudjco Nomina from the 
Armenians in Calcutta, to Avhioh they^ replied in the ncgatiA'c and gave for 
reason that the Armenians Avero fearful to give such declaration under their 
hands, lost they should ho obliged to pay tho ohoutc ; that tho Nabob then said 
he would give them a Mutohulca under his oAvn hand not to take a rupee from 
them, and asked them if Mr. Kelsall Avas arrived agreeable to a promise made 
him when at Ballasoro and sjioko much in that gentleman’s commendation, 
from whence they judged that ho Avould be tho most acceptable person that 
could be sent him to extricate Your Honours from those troubles. 

4i3. In consequence of the foregoing letter avo ordered ]Mr. ICclsall to pro- 
ceed to Oossimbazar and advised the Gentlemen there that they might scud him 
to the Darbar, after which to acquaint us from time to time hoAV this aff.air 
went on and Avhat probability there might be of success. AVo sent him at tho 
same time a paper deliA'cred us by tho Armenians Avith a translate thereof in 
Persian to make such use as they might sec advantageous. Copy of the said 
address comes enclosed. 


PiPTULT, OF Revenues. 

44. Mr. Edward Eyles, Jemindar, acquainted tho Board on tho isth of 
March that ho had used all means possible to get tho merchants to acquiesce to 
an order of Council for making a wharf to tho road leading to . Soota Loota 
Bazar, without which it would be in danger of being quite Avashed away next 
rains and thereby extremely prejudicial to Your Honours’ rcAmnucs arising from 
that bazai’, but to no effect. We ordered him then to repair tho same out of 
Your Honours’ cash, and that tho merchants’, accounts current should be debited 
for that amount. 

45. Rogometro and Moniokdutt, two Banians Avhom Ave ordered to inspect 
Ranmant Bose’s books, reported to the Board that ho was willing to pay tho 
annual two thousand rupees in part of his debt, but not being then in cash lie 
requested us to accept of a transfer to Ottcram’s Dadnoy Accounts Avhich we 
agreed to, and in case he should fail in making such annual payment, wo shall 
proceed agreeable to your directions in tho thirty-first paragraph of your 
orders per Somei'sef. 

Sixthly, concerning Eactors, Writers, Oepicers, and their Accounts. , 

46. On the 28th Pebruary Lieutenant Sanderson with thirty-five soldiers 
of the Bengal detachment arrived here in the MawJc sloop from Port St. David 
and on the 3rd of March Lieutenant Usgato with eighty men under liis com- 
mand imported here in the Fo7't JFillimn, one of our country ships. 

47. The same day Major James Moseman with Captain Lieutenant Martin 
Bennet and Lieutenant David Clayton arrived here and were nrosentod at the ' 
head of tho Military and their Commissions read. 
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.48. Major James Moseman on tlie 3rd of Maroli took his seat at the Board 
as third agreeable to Tour Honours’ orders and was then directed to inspect the 
gunroom crew, and advise the Buxey when he thought it would be necessary to 
stop their pay as the Artillery Company was to he formed therefrom; they were 
accordingly dismissed the 16th following. 

49. We ordered Mr. Roger Drake, Military Store-Keeper, to enter on his 
office the 20tli of March, and for that purpose directed hiTn to receive from the 
& Store-Keeper Greneral and Gunner the stores, &c., belonging to the Military, 
the receipts for which were signed in Council. 

60. Captain Thomas Renwick addressed the Board by letter on the 20th of 
March requesting us as we had presented Captain John Holland to the command 
of his Company, and the two new raised Companies were commanded by the 
officers from Europe to order him his rank agreeable to his Commission as 
Captain and to succeed to the first vacancy which we complied with. 

61. On the 15th of March Mr. Charles Dennot, one of Tour Honours’ cove- 
nanted servants, departed this life of a flux. 

62. We wrote to the gentlemen at Cossimhazar and* Dacca the 20th March 
and directed their Commanding Officer to transmit the Major a return of the 
number of military at those places, inserting their names and the Company’s 
to which they belonged, as also to transmit us a list of all their Ordnance whe- 
ther great guns, mortars, royals, cohorn, pattararoes, expressing their several 
lengths and weights with their dimensions at the base, trunnion and muzzle, 
which they have since complied with. 

63. The President on the 30th of March acquainted the Board that he had 
received a letter from Mr. James Blackford advising him that he was so much 
indisposed at Jugdea that it would be necessary for him to come to Calcutta 
to recover his health, and Mr. Thomas Bellamy having desired leave to quit 
that Eactory, we then agreed to take into consideration the next day who were 
proper persons to send thither in their room to carry on Tour Honours’ business, 
and then we appointed Mr. William Watts Chief and Mr. Peter Amyat Second. 

64. Major Moseman having layed before the Board on the 30th of March 
a list of invalids who were unfit for service, at which time we then ordered the 
Buxey to form a pension list in the charges general, and allow the Europeans 
eight rupees per mensem and the Blacks four. 

66. Major James Moseman departed this life of a'fever on the 30th of April, 
whereby a seat at this Board becoming vacant which was filled up by Mr 
Edward Holden Cruttenden on the 4th of May, when we ordered Captain 
Robert Hamilton to act as Commandant of this garrison, and a. Captain’s Com- 
mission to be drawn out for Captain Thomas Eenwiok to command the fifth 
Company. 

66. The Command of a Company here becoming vacant by the death of 
Captain John Whiting who departed this life of a fever on the 16th of May, 
we ordered a Captain’s Commission to be drawn out for Captain Lieutenant 
Martin Bennet. 

67. On the 24th of the same month Captain Commandant Robert Hamilton 
departed this life of a fever, when we ordered a Commandant’s Commission t j 
be drawn out for Captain John Holland, as he was next in standing and bore 
a Commandant’s Commission on the coast, and at the same time agreed to give 
1^1 m the monthly allowance of a Member of the Board in consideration of his 
superior trouble in the care of the garrison. 

68. Lieutenants David Clayton, Thomas Sewell and Ensign Chase sent in 
their petitions to the Board on the 29th May, setting forth that on entering into 
Tour Honours’ service they were then promised that all right of succession to 
vacancies should be conferred oh no other officers than those at that time pro- 
moted, and requested that they might succeed thereto accordingly, which peti- 
tions we took into consideration, and then agreed that the old and new officers 
should succeed to vacancies as they happened, turn and turn, and that the Com- 
mand then vacant should be conferred on Lieutenant Charles Butterwicke, who 
had the command of the military at Dacca, to which place we sent orders for 
Viirri to return to Calcutta. 
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69. of June we ordered a Captain’s Commission to be. drawn 

out for Lieutenant David Clayton to fill up the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Captain Martin Bennet, who departed this life of a fever and flux on 
the 6th of the month. ’ ” . 

60. Mrs. Chatharine Hamilton, relict of our late Commandant,- petitioned 
us on the 19th of June for an allowance for herself and family, which we took 
into consideration the 26th and then ordered the Buxey to allow her the same 
as the widow of Major Hunt received, viz., Bs. 36 per mensem. Copy of her 
petition we hereby transmit Tour Honours. . 

.Supplement. , • ' 

61. We have now the pleasure to congratulate Tour Honours on the saife 
arrival here of the Walpole and Tavistooh, the former on the 19th instant, and 
the latter oh the 26tli. By those ships we were favoured with your commands 
of the 2nd and 2ist December 1748 and 27th of January 1748-49. 

62. In obedience to Tour Honours’ orders of the 18th of January, Adam 
Dawson, Esq., received the charge of the Eactory from William Barwell, Esq., 
together with the balance gf cash, one of the keys of the Treasury, as also the 
Boyal Phermaunds, Merchants’ Teeps and contracts, with all other papers 
belonging to Tour Honours, for which regular receipts were signed. 

63. As the death of Major James Moseman occasioned a vacancy in Council, 
Mr. Thomas Barrow being next in standing was sent for and admitted to .his 
seat at the Board. 

64. The Chiefship of Cossimbazar becoming vacant by the dismission of 
Mr. Wadham Brooke from your service, we appointed Mr. Edward Eyles to 
take the charge thereof, esteeming him from his great experience there to be a 
fit person in the present posture, of affairs to succeed him, and we wrote to the 
gentlemen at Cossimbazar to direct Mr. Eiehard Becher to receive the charge 
of that Eactory from Mr. Brook till Mr. Eyle’s arrival. 

65* Tour Honours havmg been pleased to appoint Mr. Nicholas Clerim- 
bault to be. your chief at Dacca, we advised the gentlemen thereof and directed 
Mr. Thomas Teake to deliver over the charge thereof to him as soon as he con- 
veniently could and then to repair to his seat at the Board here. 

66. The alterations in Council occasioning a change of the posts at the 
Board here, we settled them as follows, viz . — 

Mr. Teake, Aocomptant. 

Mr. Bellamy, Export "Wareliouse-keeper, and to take charge o£ the books till Mr. Teake's 
arrival, 

Mr. Ffytche, Import Warehonse-keeper. 

Mr. Drake Buxey, and to continue Military Storekeeper till Mr. Blackford's arrival. 

Mr. Cruttenden, Jemindar. 

Mr. Hooper, Storekeeper. 

Mr. Blackford, Military Storekeeper. 

Mr. "Watts, Collector of Consulage. 

Mr. Burrow, to continue suh-Treasurer till an employ is vacant. 

67. Agreeable to Tour Honours’ orders we took an' oath to be true and 

faithful to Tour Honours, and shall write to our friends in England to 'give 
the usual security. ° 

GS. We have acquainted Mr. Jamek Irwin that Tour Honours thought 
proper to employ him in your service as a junior merchant, for which favour'^he 
desires his humble thanks to be returned Tour Honours. The covenants de- 
signed for him to execute were omitted to be sent per Walpole, but he has our 
orders to write to his friends to give the usual security. 

69. On the 2l8t instant, Mr. William Efytche, as Major Moseman was dead, 
desired his seat as third of this Board agreeable to Tour Honours orders’ in the 
5-lth paragraph of your commands per Walpole; when the President asked the 
opinion of the Board thereon, the majority of the Members thinking he ought 
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to talvG liis seat as third till Your Honours’ pleasure was known. He was admitted 
thereto accordingly, and there ordered to take charge of the general books- as 
also of the E.yport Warehouse till the arrival of Mr. Teake. 

70. As air. Watts being taken into Council occasioned a new appointment 
of a chief of Jugdea, we appointed Sir. William Bailie Chief, and on Mr. Petre 
Amyat’s request to stay here on account of his health, we appointed Mr. 
Charles Staflord Playdcll Second of that Pactory and ordered then! to set out 
thither with all cxjiedition. 

71. As the Governor and Council of Port St. David indented for six 
thousand bags of saltpetre to be sent them, we wrote them we should comply 
therewith, and ordered two thousand bags to be laden on board the .i?/ico&c/A.of 
which quantity the Captain could only take in fifteen hundred, and as Tour 
Honours in the seventh paragraph of your orders per Tavistocice positively for- 
bid us to purchase more saltpetre than Avhat might he necessary for the 
Charter Party kintladge of your ships, as you had a large quantity thereof 
in your warehouses at home and were in expectation of more, and as you 
directed that those ships whose Charter Party kintladge consisted of iron and 
stones should not have any saltpetre laden on board them, we came to a resolu- 
tion of sending them no more petre than we had laden on the Elizahetk^ and of 
this have ad\iscd,thc President and Council there. 

72. On the 27th of July, Tour Honours' ship the T’an/sfoci'e imported here 
from Madeira, the supply of wine Your Honours have sent us on her is now 
landing, and in our next address we shall advise you how it turns out. • 

73. As the Tavistoclic had stores for the King’s Squadron on board and a 
supply of wine for Port St. David, we asked the Captain his reasons for not 
touching at the coast, to which he requested to reply in writing, and we shall 
transmit the same to Your Honours by the next conveyance. Wc then asked 
Captain Cush if he could got his ship in readiness to proceed to the coast, to 
wliich he replied he would use his utmost endeavours to sail as soon as possible 
after wc had landed the AVine and stores designed for the use of this place, but 
on unlading his ship, he informed us by letter that he found a great many 
drains in her sides which made it requisite to caulke them all rouaa, and that 
having sprung two topmasts and broke her main yard, it would he trpcssible to 
get on the coast before the monsoons set in. 


74*. Hereupon wc resolved to return Your Honours, the ^rr:r. TheTryalfo 
the coast, from whence she imported here the 3rd instant, having passed by the 
settlements of Vizagapatam, Ingeram and Gunjam, for which places she* h??d 
some bales and treasure on hoard. On account of hard gales o: ria the Captain 
informed us, he met with off Don Point, which set him so hir the eastward 
that he could not reach any of those ports, and for this pxm:?! L'-ve direct^^d 
the Ikfaster Attendant to ho as expeditious as possible in ciiirhn of hvr an£ 
getting her in readiness, when we shall send her to zhz wirh wh ^7 

Madeira wine she can take on board, and shall order to: to call in rr 

Vizagapatam with the monej’’ and hales designed thither. 



7G. Omichund on the arrival of the treasure rer "n'C'- 

iCKi-cr he had entered on bis own account into f 

part of your investment as seven lacks of -■•r* J- 

are supplied with money, should any part arrived _ r~ 1 

able to supply bis correspondents, he feared his rre- 
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frciglit, wo have wrote to the gentlemen nt tlie const to lose no njipnrtnnily of 
supplying us at least four Imnticrod (diOO) tons of redwood. 

78. Wo request Your Honours’ permission (o deftw replying pnrticularly to 
the other parts of Your Honours’ commands hiUdy we received till our next 
address, and in tho interim wo assure Your Honours tlio utmost reg.nrd shall bo 
paid thereto. 

79. Our President, Adam D.awson, Esq., (jmhracns this opportunity to 
return Your Honours his most humble thanks for tho’TJVPftU!^ you ljav«! boon 
pleased to confer on him, and begs leave to assure you that he u’ijJ exert Ijimsolf 
to the utmost of his power in the management of your .otfairs, hVsJ’iug therein 
to give Your Eonouvs satisfaction and llieroby to merit yotir futur?r r(?gnttl. 

80. The other gentlemen of Council wljom Your Honotirs h.aVo thought 
proper to promote, dcsiro leave to return you their most liumhlo lhanhs- 

81. We are now to advise Y'our Honours of our having granted the follow- 
ing bills of exchange at two shillings and four pence ondi ruj)oe, ]»;»yable at 
ninety days after sight as usual, and tho gcutlemen have been duly swoi'^a that 
the money so paid in is on the accounts as follows, viz . — 

X 9, 8. 

On lOfch of August to Mr. John Zcphnniiih IlolwcU on 
his own account, one tliousiind current rujH>es ( l,0UU), 
pnyahle to Messrs. Gosling and Ucniiel, or order at 
2«. each, is HO l.T 4 
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82. We have likewise granted bills of exchange at two shillings and two 
ponce each rupee to the following persons, viz . — 

c *. d. 

On lOlh o£ August, o^in-^fon’l)tc^ Adam Oawson,Ksg.. 
and Edwavd^Il5ld«<rv3niltendon, JKsq.', Mcopuui Mrs. 

Martha o£ Lot don, twenty-threa thousand 

eight bj^-imrcd and fifty-two current rupcp.s and eight 
annas ^,852-8), payable to Mrs, Martha ftVnrron, or 
order jp 2*. 2(7. each, is , . • / • • t fi ft 

On thoi^th Augnstjo! the Hon'blc Adam I'Awson, Estj., 

>j^-,"nd<®'dward Holden Crnttondcn, Es(i., account Miss 
to he ibclla Warren, seven thousanil and sixty-tbreo . 

/Mr. ThonL';irrent rupees and six annas (7,088-6), pny.iblo to Mrs. 

^^veniently lartlm "Warren, or order at 2». 2<?. each rupee, is . 765 3 11 

V 66. "he whole amount of sums paid in nt tw’o shillings and two pence each 
\«ard hfthirty thousand nine hundred and fifteen rupees fourteen annas 
^4) or £3,149-4.4. 

15 1 We arc, with the greatest respect. 

Mat it please Youu hoxouiis, 

Your most faithful and most obedient Humble servants. 


Pout William, 
Tke 10th August 1749. 


A. DAWSON. 

WILLIAM PEYTCHE. 
HUM. BELLAMY. 
ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 
E. H. CRHTTBNDEN. 
SAM. COOPER. 
WILLIAM WATTS. 
THOMAS BDRROW. . 


Transcribed, 

P. W. JAMES HARROD. 

Examined with 
THOMAS HYNDMAN. 
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MEMORANDUM. 


MADRAS RECORDS. 

The muniments at the Madras Central Record Office are of unusual interest 
and importance. The most ancient Record relating to the British Empire in 
the East is a letter dated 26th July 1630, preserved in the archives of the 
Bombay Record Office. The most ancient muniment in the Madras Record 
Office is a letter dated 1670. The first volume examined by me were letters 
received during the year 167S-79 at Fort St. George. The condition of the 
paper is so bad and the ink has so spread, that I found it almost impossible to 
decipher it. There are some important letters from Bengal. 

1S62. An important Letter-book, paper decayed, ink has spread. No binding. 

Letter from Dacca. Important. Letter from Surat. To Child, 25th April 1682. 

As the primary object of my visit to Madras was to examine all the papers 
relating to Clive, I first asked for all records relating to Fort St. David, as Clive’s 
earliest ser\'ice was in that Settlement. For many days it was impossible to get 
any trace of these documents, but, shortly before my departure, a few volumes 
were discovered in a corner of the office. They consist both of Letter-books 
and Consultation-books. The first Letter-book contains despatches to the Court 
from 17th October 1746 to 17th December 1748. In one of the letters we have 
an announcement of the arrival of Colonel Stringer Lawrence, one of the earliest 
and most illustrious of our Indian heroes. 

" Fort St. David, February 13th, 1747 - Winchester, which arrived 

here the 13th ultimo, came Stringer Lawence Esq., whom your Honour appointed 
to be Major of the Forces on this Coast. On the i8th the Military Forces of 
the Garrison were drawn up, at the head of which he was presented with a Com- 
mission- 

"Your Honours direct that, in regard to Major Lawrence’s allowances, they 
be on the same footing as Major Knipe enjoyed. We must take the liberty to 
acquaint you that that gentleman having borrowed money of the Company in Eng- 
land and dying soon after his arrival in Madras he received no pay there, nor can 
we get certain information of what was to be allowed him. We have, therefore, 
settled his salary as Major at £300 per annum, and pagodas 50 per month for 
other allowances, besides per annum as third in Council, which we hope 
Your Honours will approve of ; and we must assure you he takes a gjreat deal of 
pains in training up the Military and making the several dispositions necessary; 
already this Garrison is in better order than could well be expected, considering 
the short time that gentleman has been with us.” 

"As our enemies are furnished with a troop of horse, by which they have 
greatly the advantage of us in sending out parties thereof, that make frequent 
incursions near our limits and the adjacent villages, we have thought it . ab- 
solutely necessary, with the opinion of Major Lawrence and several of the 
officers, to raise a troop also in your service, and have granted commissions to 
Lieutenant Gringins and Mr. Hallyburton to act as Lieutenants; and one to 
Ensign Cheesborough to be a Cornett, these being the properest persons. We 
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have only been able to provide horses and accoutrements for 30 men, but we 
daily expect more horses from the country, and hope, in a short time, to make 
up this number, one hundred.” 

The following relates to Major Lawrence being taken prisoner at the 
attempt to capture Fort Areacopang f 1748) 

” As soon as our forces were landed from the fleet they immediately en- 
camped to the eastward of the garden-house, where they continued till all the 
baggage and the train was landed, when Your Honours’ troops under the com- 
mand of Major Lawrence joined them, and the 8th ultimo they set out for 
Pondicherry, but were obliged to make very short marches on account of their 
baggage; that it was the 12th before they got to a small fort of the enemy’s, 
named Areacopang, about three miles to the southward of Pondicherry, which 
was so well fortified by fascine batteries and other works they had thrown up 
there that it was the 19th before they got possession thereof. Whilst they were 
before this place the enemy one morning attacked our trenches, upon which our 
people gave way, and very unfortunately our brave Major and one Captain Bruce, 
of the Independent Companies, by their people leaving them, were made prison- 
ers ; and we should have suffered considerably had not Captain Holland (from 
whom we are afraid we shall have no more service this season as he has receiv- 
ed a musket shot in his shoulder) with a great deal of .briskness rallied our - 
people, who, upon giving one smart fire, drove the enemy quite away and took 
several prisoners. We have since received a letter from the Major who says he 
received no hurt in the action and that they met with extreme good treatment. 
We have also been so unfortunate as to lose Mr. John Hallyburton to whom, 
as we before acquainted Your Honours, we had given a Commission to be Lieu- 
tenant of the Troop of Horse, and of which he was very deserving, for he took 
infinite trouble in disciplining the troop, and shewed himself very active in the 
field. It was by one of our sepoys that he had the misfortune to be killed, who 
shot him upon his reprimanding him for some offence, of which the poor gen- 
tleman died the next day, and the villain did not live so long, for his comrades 
that stood by him cut him to pieces Immediately. When we had got posses- 
sion of Areacopang, after a stay there of a few days they marched round to the 
westward and are since gone to the northward, where they are landing their 
heavy Artillery and carrying on their approaches.” 

The Honourable Board give the following cogent reasons to their masters 
for not obeying their orders with regard to the prohibition of allowing any 
Roman Catholic Church on the Settlement. 

“Your Honours’ orders relating to our suffering a Romish Church or their 
priests within our bounds should have been immediately put in execution, but 
after some consideration we found it would be attended with very ill consequen- 
ces at this juncture, having 529 Topasses in garrison ; and were we to turn the 
two priests out not one would remain with us, and we beg leave to advise Yoiir 
Honours the Officers assure us they behaved very well in all the actions against 
the enemy, particularly in the last at Cuddalore, of which Major Lawrence was an 
eye-witness, and it was his opinion (although he is not here to confirm it) that 
we ought not to run the risk of losing such a part of the garrison, whom we 
think must be attached to this place by living long in it and the greatest part of 
them having families here. We have not lost one by desertion, which could not 
have been prevented from some of the outposts had they been so inclined. 
The enemy at Pondicherry would have gladly received them, which would have 
distressed us very much ; upon the whole, we hope we shall not be censured for 
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not complying with this order, as we are of opinion it would have proved of the 
highest ill conseijuences to have put the same in execution at this juncture, when 
we are much in want of men. But as soon as we are furnished with a sufficient 
number of Europeans we shall not then hesitate at putting your orders into 
immediate execution.” 

In the next letter mention is again made of Major Lawrence being made 
prisoner, and the attempt made to exchange him. 

" In our letter by the Benjamin of the and September a triplicate of which 
,we now enclose, we acquainted Your Honours of the misfortune w'e had met with 
in losing our Major, who was taken prisoner by the enemy at Areacopang, as also 
of the fate poor Mr. Hallyburton met with. In the several skirmishes since with 
■ the enemy, Lieutentant Browne of the Bengal detachment has been killed and 
Ensign Wright of the Bombay detachment, and by the enclosed return you will 
observe the number of men we have lost on this expedition. There is an ex- 
change of prisoners on foot between the General and M. Dupleix who is very 
ready to exchange all but Major Lawrence, as he is justly well acquainted with 
the use that gentleman is of to us ; but as the General has returned him for 
answer that, unless he is exchanged, none of the rest shall but be sent to Europe, 
w-e hope that may have an effect upon him and induce him to favour us with the 
Major again. Captain Morgan having laid down on account of his age and 
infirmities. Captain Holland acts at present as Commandant, being pretty well 
recovered of the wound he received at Areacopang. 


The next series of letters examined by me were Public England, i6th January 
1748 to 12th February 1749. The following extracts show that these letters 
throw light on the history and usages of the time. 

In the first letter we are informed of the news of the cessation of arms and 
the restoration of the prisoners, including Major Lawrence. 

“ The day after the receipt of the news of the cessation of arms, &c., and His 
Majesty’s Proclamation thereof, General Boscawen sent an answer of the same to 
M. Dupleix, whereupon Major Lawrence and Captain Bruce that was taken 
prisoner with him, were permitted to give their paroles and come hither, and upon 
the arrival of the Favourite with them, the 7th instant, who brought a confirmation 
of the same, all the prisoners they had there belonging to us were sent hither, and 
the Major has again taken charge of the Garrison which we had delivered to 
Captain Holland as being the oldest officer (Captain Morgan having laid down 
the service on account of age and infirmities) and constituted him Commandant, 
at the same allowances as were granted to Captain Gibson, but he having now 
delivered up the same again and there being at present no prospect of any 
further action here, he purposes to proceed to Bengal by the first conveyance 
that offers to take the command of the Company Your Honours have ordered 
him there. The vacancy made by Captain Morgan we filled up with Mr. 
William Henry Southby, who was a Lieutenant of Marines in His Majesty’s 
Service, upon the General’s recommendation of him for the same, and that made 
by Captain Gringins being appointed of the Troop of Horse, as Mr. John Serim- 
s a m was the next Senior Officer, w'e gave him the Company, but v.dth this pro- 
viso that should Your Honours not think proper to continue the troop, he 
should resign the same to Captain Gringins again, and in his room have ap- 
pointed Mr. James Cope, a Lieutenant as well as Adjutant as an encouragement 
for the pains he takes in disciplining the Military, and we are informed that is 

A 2 



■ 4 

the post he bore when in His Majesty’s Service; being in need also of an officer 
that had some knowledge in the Train duty, we have given a Commission to one 
Peter Nost, who bore the station of a Bombardier in His Majesty’s Train of 
Artillery, and has been bred up in that branch from his infancy, though at pre- 
sent he acts as an Ensign of the Military, but we purpose shortly to remove him 
to our Train of Artillery and make him a Lieutenant, which, we hope, will meet 
with Your Honour’s appro^tion. 

“ As the private men that were in Cuddalore, when it was attacked by the 
enemy, all behaved very well, and it was probable we should soon after have an 
occasion to try them again, to encourage them to act in like manner we made 
them a present of a couple of sheets each ; and no fault having been found with 
the sepoys that were there, and the heads of them we presented a few yards of 
broadcloth , and to their people to the value of a rupee each, and a turban or sash,” 


The following is a notice of the raising of the first troop of cavalry in the 
Madras Presidency. 

“ Of our having raised a Troop of Horse in Your Honour’s service you have 
already been acquainted with, and vve must now assure you that we find it of in- 
finite service as it is to be relied on, which cannot be said of any peons that can 
be hired, and the number of them that we were obliged to keep before (the ex- 
penses of which will fully discharge that of the troop), we shall shortly dismiss, 
as Ave have found them of very little service on the late expedition, and had we 
been without the troop we should have laboured under great inconveniences, 
which will, in case of any stoppages of goods going or coming from the country, 
soon remove the cause and more expeditiously than any peons. Therefore we 
hope Your Honours will think proper to continue the same; General Boscawen is 
of opinion also that the continuing the same will be more for 3'our interest than 
a number of peons (which must be done if the troop is abolished), having but a 
very mean opinion of those people from what he saw of them on the expedition. 
He has also been so kind as to give us his advice concerning the establishment 
thereof, which we have followed, as Your Honours will observe by our consult- 
ations. Cons. 24th October. The cost of the horses that have been bought 
for the same amounts to nineteen thousand four hundred and twelve pagodas, 
six fanams and fifty-five cash, 19,412-6-55.” 

The next passage refers to the capture of Madras by LaBourdonnai, and 
its restoration to us by the Peace of Aix-la Chapelle (1749). 

” As we imagine an address by the way of Bussorah may possibly reach 
Your Honours before any of the shipping that will proceed for Europe next 
month, we therefore now despatch this to Bombay, to be forwarded from thence 
by the first opportunity, and have the great satisfaction to acquaint Your 
Honours that General Boscawen took possession of Fort St. George on the 21st 
instant, which occasions universal joy among the late inhabitants of that place, 
who thronged there in great numbers immediately on hoisting the English Flag, 
though all the art the French made use of could not induce them to return 
while they were in possession, and the attachment they now show to the English 
gives them no little mortification. The condition we have received it in is, 
indeed, very indifferent, the French having undermined the fortifications and 
rifled it of all the useful and valuable stores, the particulars of which we shall 
transmit Your Honours with our next advices.” 

The Board proceed to mention that, owing to the ambition and intrigues of 
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Dupleix the Settlements of the Company derived “ too little advantage from the 
Peace.” ‘ 

“By the Hon’ble Rear Admiral Boscawen, who purposes to leave us to- 
morrow, you will receive this address, and it gives us -the greatest concern to 
think that we should haye occasion to represent to you that, notwithstanding the 
Peace concluded between His Majesty and the King of France, your Settlements 
on this Coast are far from feeling its good effects; nay, on the contrary, are 
more embroiled than they were even during the War, all owing to the wiles and 
artifices of Monsieur Dupleix, the French Company’s Governor of Pondicherry, 
who has so bitter an enmity to the English as not to be able to refrain from 
showing it by committing acts of hostility in an underhand manner, though he 
will not venture to declare openly against us, as Your Honours will see by the 
following sketch of his late proceedings. 

“ No sooner was M. Dupleix certain that the preliminary articles of the 
Peace were certified, and he freed from any apprehensions he might be under of 
an attack, but one Chunda Saib (formerly a Moors General who, upon the Nabobi 
his master, being defeated, had retired into the mountains and there lived in ob- 
scurity, and whose family had taken refuge in Pondicherry and were in that place 
during the whole time of the seige) began raising men in the country to en- 
deavour to dispossess Anaverdy Cawn, the then Nabob, and get the Govern- 
ment of the Province for himself ; M. Dupleix pretended to have no concern in 
the matter, but sent out all the sepoys in the French pay to join Chunda Saib 
under the colour of discharging them to lessen their expenses, and the men 
engaging them to serve him. But when affairs were brought to a crisis the 
mask was thrown off, and he publicly avowed the cause of Chunda Saib, and 
sent out 900 of the best Europeans in the Garrison of Pondicherry, with a de- 
tachment of Artillery to join him as auxiliaries. 

“ Soon after this junction Chunda Saib forced the Nabob to a battle, wherein 
by the assistance of the French who gave the turn of the scale, the Nabob him- 
self was killed, and his whole army defeated, the consequence of which has 
been Chunda Saib taking upon him the Government of this Province as Nabob by 
an illegal Firmaund procured from Mustapha Jung without the knowledge or 
consent of Nazir Jung. 

“ The first act he did after arriving at this dignity was the recompensing 
his good allies by granting them 42 villages of the Villanour Country, which lay 
all round this Settlement, and, by way of reward to M. Dupleix in particular, the 
following towns and their revenues have been given to him and his relations, 
vis . : — 

Corbelong to M. Dupleix. 

Porto Novo to Madame Dupleix. 

Atempara to Monsieur D’Antel, his brother-in-law. 

St. Thome to Padrie D'la’Purification, a relation of 
Madame Dupleix. 

“ So that we are surrounded in such a manner as for the French to have it 
entirely in their power to stop our trade or debar us from any supplies of provi- 
sions from the country, and we have great reason to believe, from what has 
already happened, they will not be wanting to make use of this advantage. For 
the Padrie’s zeal being either warmer than the other, or his prudence less, could 
not help discovering himself by forbidding, on the severest penalties, any sort of 
refreshments going to Madras through or out of his dependencies, and by insult- 
ing us in other respects, insomuch that at last we were obliged to apply to 
General Boscawen for his assistance, who immediately sent and took the Padrie 
prisoner, and is bringing him to England to be disposed of as His Majesty shall 
think proper.” 
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. The following refers to the efforts made by the Board to fortify Fort St. 
George. 

“We have completed the stone-work on the north side of the fort and 
about half finished the lunette to the east and west, the latter of which is now 
proceeding on in a gradual manner, and we judge the completing qf them and 
filling up the covered way will be sullicient tp employ our workmen till we have 
the pleasure to receive your further commands on this head, and, in the interim, 
have only to assure you that the constant and sincere regard we have always 
had for Your Honours’ • interest will oblige us still to continue our utmost care 
and industry to prevent putting you to the least unnecessary'expense in' all the 
progess we may make herein. 


The Board then proceed to shew the wretched condition in which Madras 
was restored to the English. 

“Your Honours have been already informed in an address we made you 
overland, the 30th August, that your Settlement of Fort St. George was restored 
to us on the 21st of that month, we have, therefore, here only to acquaint you 
that the condition in which it was delivered was so extremely bad that we appre- 
hend it will require to be entirely new fortified, all the walls and bastions being 
undermined in such a manner that they must, in all probability, fall down in the 
ensuing monsoon, and it is represented by His Majesty’s Engineers and all the 
bricklayers that they are no ways to be repaired, neither are they in the least 
capable of bearing any cannon upon them, on which last circumstances we have 
been obliged so far to deviate from your directions, as to permit a platform that 
was begun by the French to be finished, as we are informed it tends greatly to 
the present security of the place, and we hope Your Honours will not be displeas- 
ed thereat, as we conceived it to be absolutely necessary. As our Engineer is 
gone, we cannot at this time send you a plan thereof, but will endeavour to get 
one prepared with an estimate of the expense in readiness to send by the January 
ship.” 


The following extract relates to a quarrel which took place between Clive 
and the Revd. Francis Fordyce. There is no mention of this quarrel in the 
biographies of Clive. It is possible that the account of a quarrel between Clive 
and an officer is a distorted version of this affair. Mill states that at Madras : 
“ His turbulence, though he was not ill natured, engaged him in quarrels with 
his equals.” The Board at St. David, however, remark ; " Lest the same should be 
to Mr. Clive's prejudice, we think it not improper to assure you that he is gene- 
rally esteemed a very quiet person, and no ways guilty of disturbances.” 

“ A complaint having been brought before us by Mr. Francis Fordyce for 
an assault that was made on him by Mr. Robert Clive, a due enquiry was made 
by us into the same, in the course of which it appearing that Mr. Fordyce had 
given great provocation for such proceeding by having frequently scandalized 
his character in a most insufferable manner ; and being further acquainted that 
he had, at several times, taken great liberties in his conversation in making use 
of many unbecoming reflections on the President and all the Members of the 
Board. In consequence of this his aggression and disrespect, together with 
the many instances we have had of his insolent and meddling disposition, we 
came to a resolution of suspending him Your Honours’ Service; and besides the 
reasons already given for our so doing we might still add that he was in general 
remarked to be extremely negligent, remiss in the several duties of his functions# 
particularly in the burial of the soldiers and seamen, which part of his office he 
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scarce ever attended, not^Y^thstanding he had been twice or thrice rebuked by 
the President for not doing, and which neglect had at length begun to create 
great discontent in our Military. We therefore presume that, upon a due con- 
sideration of all these circumstances. Your Honours will concur with us in the 
measures we have taken herein, in which dependance we shall only add, as it is 
not to be doubted that Mr. Fordyc^ w-ill set forth his own story to Your 
Honours, and lest the same should be to Mr. Clive’s prejudice, we think it not 
improper to assure you that he is generally esteemed a very quiet person, and 
no ways guilty of disturbances.” 


The following extract relates to the attempts made to form an effective 
Company of Artillery. 

The Company of Artillery remains as yet very incomplete ; having found it 
very difficult to procure persons qualified for that service, we endeavoured all 
we could to prevail on those in His Majesty’s Train to enter with us, and as a 
great encouragement to induce them thereto, we agreed, as the pay directed in 
your new Regulations was somewhat less than is allowed in His Majesty’s ser- 
vice, to allow 4 per diem more to each gunner, and to give one shilling per diem 
to all Matrosses, but all would not tempt them and not above twenty-six came 
over to us. 

" Upon the strenuous advice and recommendation of Major Lawrence for 
the still continuing some of our Topasses in the service, in order to relieve the 
Europeans from duty in the violent heat of the day, we have therefore, for that 
reason, as likewise upon consideration of the small strength of our Garrison, 
been constrained for the present to deviate from Your Honours’ directions there- 
in, and have accordingly entertained them at lo per diem, which the Major 
judges to be a proportionable pay to the Europeans till you are pleased to direct 
the contrar)',” 


The Government of Fort St. David express an opinion that instead of Madras 
remaining a Subordinate Settlement it should be made again " the Presidency.” 

” Since our last address to Your Honours, under the i 8 th ultimo, by Admiral 
Boscawen, finding ourselves in a quiet and undisturbed possession of Fort St. 
George, and judging that it will be again a place of great trade and business, 
and that an investment may be shortly commenced, provided proper encourage- 
ment is given to the merchants and inhabitants of that place, we have taken into 
consideration the directions Your Honours were pleased to give us thereon in 
looking upon that place as a Subordinate Settlement till further orders, and to 
send such persons there as are necessary to invite and encourage trade, and ac- 
cordingly, in consultation, we appointed Mr. Richard Prince, Deputy Governor, 
Mr. Richard Starkie, second, Mr. John Smith, third, Mr. William Smith King, 
fourth, and Mr. John Walsh, fifth of Council, who will proceed for Madras soon 
after this ship’s despatch. 

” As Fort St. George is much better situated for despatch of business of all 
kinds than this place, we take the liberty of recommending it to Your Honours 
to make that place again the Presidency. ” 


The next volumes I examined were those containing the Consultations held 
at Fort St. David. 

Forf Sf. David, Felruary iy48-4g . — " A letter from Mr. Robert 
Clive read, as entered hereafter, setting forth that, as he is' informed the Revd. 



KOUHKT Cl.tVi:,- 

"A letter from Mr. Robert Clive rc.iU sdiitu; forth that the Rwd. Jifr. 
Fordyce, whose malicious deposition (stc) is well known, nuy mde avoer all 
in his power to misrepresent him to his Hon’bic Masters at home* he ihi:ii-forc 
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desires that we (who are the best judges of his behaviour) will represent him in 
such light that he may not suffer in their good opinion, which it’s agreed to com- 
ply • with, being well convinced that Mr. Clive is not at all addicted to creating 
disputes, but of a quiet disposition.” 


The following extract notes the resignation of his Commission by Clive : — 

Mr. Clive appointed Steward. 

” Mr. Robert Clive having returned a few days past from Fort St. George 
whither his Quarter Master’s employ obliged bim to proceed with the Commis- 
sary’s, his travelling charges are therefore ordered to be paid, and as he is desir- 
ous of resigning his Commission, and being entertained in some Civil employ 
it’s agreed that he be appointed Steward, and to take charge of that post the 
ist of next month, and that Messrs. Westcott and Wynch, accompanied by 
Messrs. Smith and Clive, examine the account, remains of provisions, and gar- 
rison stores, and report to us the condition they may find them in.” 


Minutes of Consultation at Fort St. David, i6th March 

” Mr. Robert Clive having behaved as a volunteer in the late engagement 
and requesting to be entertained an Ensign, the same is granted him, and a 
Commission ordered to be drawn out accordingly.” 


Extract of letter from the Council at Fort St. George to the Council at Fort 
St. David, dated 31st January 31-32. 

” In our letter of the 21st instant we informed Your Honours, &c., of the 
Deputy Governor’s having wrote to Captain Kilpatrick for a particular account of 
the disbursements for all the money he has drawn on us ; in answer to which he 
informs the Deputy Governor that he has passed his accounts with Captain 
Clive to the time that he marched for Conjiveram, and that as his accounts 
since are not properly stated, and he is now moving to Wandawash, he hopes 
ytfu will please to excuse his not sending them until his return to Arcot.” 


Extract of letter from the Council at Fort St. George to the Council at Fort 
St. David, dated 24th February if 31-32. 

" Yesterday morning we received your favour of the 19th instant by the 
Sloop Fortune, on which came Captain Chase, wdio landed soon after with the 
party of men under his command, and in the evening marched out in order to 
join Captain Clive, w'ho was at Warrapancam. By a letter the Deputy Governor 
received yesterday from him, and he waites, further, that the enemy upon his 
approach retired with great precipitation to Chingleput. We have sent out Mr. 
Hinchley to join Captain Clive in order to his proceeding to Arcot to supplj' the 
place of Mr. Wilson.” 


to 


The following extract from ;i Consultation, datofl 22ntl July 1751, notes ihe 
restoration of Clive to the army : — 


MONDAY, 22ND July 1751. 
At a Consultation 


nRKSI'.NT : 

Thomas SauNDKRS, Esq., Governor amt President. 


Richard Starkik. 
Charles Boddam. 
Henry Powney. 


George Pigot. 
Ai.kxandeu Wvnch. 
Mr. Roihns (sick). 


" Mr. Robert Clive who has lately been very serviceable in conducting sever- 
al parties to camp, offering to go without any consideration of pay, providetl we 
w'ill give him a Brevet to entitle him to the rani: of a Captain, as he was an 
Officer at the seige of Pondicherry and almost the whole time of the War, and 
distinguished himself on many occasions, it is conceived that this Officer may 
be of some service, and, therefore, now ordered that a JJrevct be drawn out and 
given him.” 

The following extracts deal with the services of Clive during the famous 
relief of Arcot. 

Monday, the JQth August. — ” The Board being of opinion that a diversion 
in the Arcot country will oblige the enemy to withdraw part of their forces from 
Trinchinopoly and put it in our power to attempt something that way, now agr<!C 
that Captain Clive be sent with a party of all the Europeans we can possibly 
spare and some sepoys for this purpose, and that he proceed on the H uger to 
Fort St. George, where he is to be reinforced by .all the men they can any 
ways furnish, and march immediately towards Arcot, and the President is now 
desired to write to the Deputy Governor to acquaint him with the intent of their 
coming, and to recommend it to him to despatch letters to the several Killadars, 
&c., to engage them to bring in their troops to his assistance, and to forward 
the design all in their power. 

2gth August rygr. — ” The President acquaints the Board that a consider- 
ation that many accidents with regard to the party gone out with Captain Clive 
might require immediate orders, he has desired Mr. Prince to give them on any 
such occasion, without waiting for directions from hence, as a delay of that sort 
might be of the worst consequence. The Board concurring in this opinion 
cannot but approve the step he has taken. 

4th September The President lays before the Board the letters 

from Captain Clive, the first of which advises that he entered the Fort of Arcot 
and hoisted the Nabob’s colours there, the ist instant, without any opposition. 
That the merchants and inhabitants expressed a great deal of satisfaction on 
his arrival. That he has a prospect of succeeding in our design and bringing 
the greatest part of the country to Mahomed Ally, that he shall lay in as large 
a stock of provisions as he can procure in the Fort, which he shall then be 
able to defend against a considerable force. The second advises that many of 
the Killadars have offered to admit him into their forts, and the country in 
general has declared for Mahomed Ally, that he hears a few horse and foot 
are getting together near him and intends to march out and disperse them. 
That he shall proceed to Vellore to sound the inclinations of the Killadar 
there, and if he finds him in the enemy’s interest, use his utmost endeavours 
by promises and menaces to bring him over to ours, as he has a large body 
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of troops in his service, and will therefore be a vast support to whichever side 
he takes. 

Thursday, iQik “ The President lays before the Board a letter 

from Captain Clive, dated 7th instant, advising that finding the Killadar of 
Timmcric was in the enemy’s interest he marched out the 3rd instant with a 
pan of his forces to frighten him into terms. That on the road a body of Horse 
and Foot with a few French Coffrees and two pieces of cannon met him. But 
he soon obliged them to give way ; that the Foot retreated to the Fort and 
the Horse got into topes about it ; that thinking it imprudent with his small 
party to attempt anything against the Fort with so considerable a body of the 
enemy about it, he returned to Arcot, and on the 5th marched out again with a 
larger force ; that he then found the Horse and Foot drawn up in a tope wdth 
a piece of cannon to oppose him, but he soon drove them from that post and 
from a steep bank to which they retreated ; in doing this he had 3 Europeans 
killed and 2 wounded. The enemy hereupon got into the fort, and he went 
close to the walls, and sent a threatening message to the Killadar, which w’as 
not regarded ; he then threw several shells into it, but this also had no effect 
as Chunda Saib’s son-in-law was come to his assistance with a 1,000 foot, upon 
which, finding it impossible to compass his ends, he returned to Arcot. That 
the ICilladars arc most of them gone over to the enemy’s side, perceiving that 
our force is not so formidable as they at first apprehended. That flying parties 
of horse are continually scouring all round him which prevents his getting in 
provisions so fast as he could wish, and that he has not been able to collect 
a Fanam of contributions owing to the disaffection of the people and the want 
of a capable Black fellow to manage them. 

jo//r Scpicmhcr jysi . — " The President acquaints the Board that Captains 
Richards and Kilpatrick and Captain Lieutenant Murray, arriving from Camp 
.‘some days ago, were immediately put under arrest to be sent to Europe agree- 
ably to our Resolution ; hut Captain Richards is since dead, and Captain 
Lieutenant Muiray found means, the 24th instant, to make his escape to Pondi- 
cherry, where it is said he has got a commission. 

'* He also informs them that, agreeable to his orders mentioned in last Consul- 
tation, Lieutenant Innis arrived from Camp yesterday with a party of one hundred 
and thirty men. As the Lancaster is going to Madras in a day or two, agreed 
that they be sent on her and the President is desired to write to the Deputy 
Governor to acquaint him of it, and to direct him, in case Captain Clive should 
be in want of a reinforcement, to send him the necessary assistance. 

y//; October . — “A petition from Captain James Kilpatrick read as entered 
hereafter, setting forth the deep concern he is under from the imprudent step he 
has taken, and promising, if we will grant him pardon, to behave in future to our 
satisfaction, Mr. Eyles at the same time soliciting in his behalf and acquainting 
the Board that he has talked with him on the subject, and finds him so thoroughly 
convinced of his error that he could venture to answer for his future behaviour. 
Thereupon the Members of the Board, except Mr. Pigot, w'ere of opinion that 
the rigorous measures we have taken on this occasion and the arrest Captain 
Kilpatrick has been under for some time, w’ill be a means to discourage anything 
of the like nature Hereafter. It is therefore agreed that Mr. Eyles’ request be 
complied with and pardon granted Captain Kilpatrick, but that he be called 
before us and severely reprimanded for his offence, and told that w'e expect the 
favour we have shewn him will engage him to avoid an error of the like nature 
hereafter, and to behave in a manner suitable to the station he bears. 

“ The President acquaints the Board that Captain Clive writes him he has 
had several skirmishes with the enemy, killed a great many of them and spiked’ 
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up some of their cannon, but that they have now gathered about him in such 
numbers that he has no hopes with his small force of effecting anything more 
than keeping the Fort of Arcot, which he is in no doubt about as he has got 
three months’ provisions in it. Agreed, therefore, that the party we sent to 
Madras on the Lancaster be ordered to join him with as many sepoys as can 
be got together there, and if after this he finds the enemy superior, we think , 
it most prudent for him to return, as it will be only an unnecessary expense to 
maintain the Fort of Arcot if the whole country is in obedience to Chunda 
Saib and pays him the revenues, and the President is desired to give him 
orders to that effect. 

2ist October iJS ^' — “ The President lays before the Board a letter from 
Captain Clive advising that he is invested in the Fort at Arcot, where the enemy 
are cannonading him. That unfortunately two of his iS-pounders arc disabled 
by the shot from their battery ; ho was going to mount the last he has. That 
he has three months’ provisions and thinks himself able to defend a breach 
should the enemy make one. His only apprehensions, therefore, arc his peoples 
falling down through fatigue ; that he thinks no less force than i,ooo Blacks 
and 200 Europeans can attempt to relieve him, as the enemy’s situation is 
strong and their numbers increase daily ; if, therefore, we cannot furnish such 
a body, he gives it as his opinion the place should be evacuated as soon as pos- 
sible, as it must fall when his provisions are expended. Mr. Prince writing that 
if he can have fifty men more from hence he shall be able to send out the 
party Captain Clive thinks necessary. Ordered that number be immediately 
detached to Madras tvith some sepoys, and the President is desired to direct 
the Deputy Governor to despatch the reinforcement to Arcot as expeditiously 
as possible. 

i8th November 1751 . — “ Sundry letters received by the President from the 
Deputy Governor of the 13th, enclosing one from Captain Clive to himself of the 
9th, and copy of one to the Deputy Governor of the 6th instant, giving a de- 
scription of his situation, and that the enemy had made two large breaches in 
the walls which he was fortifying in the best manner he could, and was not 
under the least apprehension from them unless they should make a breach of 
one-half the Fort. That he had received a summons from young Chunda to 
whom he returned an answer, and let him know that neither threats nor bribery 
should hinder him from doing his duty. 

22nd November 1751.—" A letter received by the President from Captain 
Clive of the 13th advises the enemy’s having early that morning attacked the 
breaches they had made and behaved with the greatest resolution, but as he 
had intelligence of their design and was prepared for them, after an action which 
lasted a full hour, they retreated with the loss of at least a hundred and fifty 
men and two Jemaidars of note. That the attack w’as made by the Coffrees 
and Blacks in general, who were intoxicated with arrack and .opium. But he is 
of opinion the reception they met with will deter them from such attempts 
again, and they had left their camp and cannon with some baggage and a great 
quantity of grain. A letter of the 18th mentions his being in possession of the 
Forts of Timmerie, Colloway, and Coveree-Pauk, the Killadars of which w'ere 
so intimidated at the repulse that had been ’ given to yoiing Chunda that 
they readily admitted our people within their gates, and at the former,, where 
young Chunda .had retired after his being defeated but retreated from veiy pre- 
cipitately on Captain Clive’s approach, he found a considerable body; that 
he intended proceeding in conjunction with the Morattas towards Velloore to 
endeavour to get some money of Moortas Ally. But does not design coming 
to qny rupture with him, and only to prevail oh him to espouse our pause. 
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25th November i75^> — " The President lays before the Board some letters 
received from Mr. Prince and Captain Clive of the 20th and 23rd giving an 
account that the Morattas had left us and were plundering the whole country, 
and it was reported that the French and Chunda’s Agents w'ere tampering with 
them about deserting our interest; that if it should prove so Captain Clive 
was of opinion he should be a match for them in the Field with Captain Kil- 
Patrick’s detachment, and in four days after had hopes of leaving Arcot Fort 
repaired and provisioned, when he intended to put also some Military and 
Sepoys into Timmerie, which is extremely strong, and that Mr. Prince judged 
a present to the Morattas at this juncture might be the means of securing them 
to us. But the Board being of a contrary opinion as it would have too great an 
appearance of our being principals in the matter, and will be leading our Hon’ble 
Masters into an expense, with but little hopes of gaining anything by it. It's 
therefore judged necessary for the present only to be upon our guard, and not 
put to much confidence in them ; but that they may not think we treat them 
slightingly a watch, a pair of pistolls^ and a few such articles be sent the 
General with a letter of compliment. 

2nd December I'/Si . — " Several letters received from Captains Clive and 
Kilpatrick. One of the 24th ultimo from the former advises that a party of 
Chunda’s had surprized the Morattas in the night as they were returning to join 
him, and killed some of them, which he could not but look upon as a fortunate 
circumstance for us, as they are without doubt greatly exasperated at it, and all 
apprehensions are removed of their design to leave us ; that he was in expect- 
ation of Boojangrow, the Moratta General, joining him that day, when he should 
set out for Velloore; and had information Morarey and the Mysore King’s 
brother were on their march to Arcot with a large army. One from Captain 
Kilpatrick’s of the 25th ultimo advises the receipt of Mr. Prince’s letter men- 
tioning the importance of Conjeeveram to us which both Captain Clive and 
himself who had consulted about it were w^ell convinced of, but judged it an 
imprudent undertaking at this juncture, as the enemy were near and superior to 
them, and w'ould have it in their power to raise fhe siege, which they must be 
obliged to carry on it they had any design to take the Pagoda, as the walls were 
very high and faced with stone, or else block up Arcot again. However, he 
only offers such as his sentiments on the occasion and will follow any orders 
he may receive on that head. He also gives information of the Morattas 
being returned, and that Captain Clive had marched with them that morning 
towards Velloore in hopes of meeting the enemy and bringing them to an action, 
in which should we meet with success he is of opinion they would abandon 
Conjeeveram. 

gth December . — *' Several letters received from Captain Clive read giving an 
account of his having made sundry efforts to meet the enemy and bring them to 
an action, and on the 2nd instant receiving advice that they had decamped and 
were proceeding to Aranie and had been joined near that place by 50 French, 200 
Sepoys, and 300 Horse, he marched that evening and came up with them 
the next morning about 1 1 o’clock, and at 12 came to an engagement with them 
which lasted till 5 in the afternoon, when they were totally defeated ; that they 
kept viewing our people at a distance till dark when they disbanded and young 
Chunda rode off with only 500 horse; that several others and sepoys had 
taken shelter that night in Aranie Fort, and that on threatening the Killadar 
he had promised to deliver up all Chunda’s effects ; that the Morattas have 
taken a great many horses, bullocks, &c., and he is well assured the enemy 
lost full a hundred men, and that our killed and wounded, Military and .Sepoys, 
amount to only 22. That he is now in hopes of making further discoveries, and 
after he has settled matters there designs proceeding to Conjeeveram, ap^.cap?-^ 
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now retire with pleasure, having left Captain Kilpatrick the open country and 
no one to oppose him. From whence- as it may he concluded that' Captain 
Clive intended returning soon, it’s. thought proper to- recommend to him' not to 
be: too hasty in. that resolution;, for though the eneniy are now dispersed, as 
there are many forts in the country they can- lake' refuge in-, they will in all 
likelihood soon gather together again and annoy us especially if we should 
retire immediately, and the President- is ' desired' to write to Captain Clive on 
that subject. 

22rd December I'JSi. — “ Several letters received from Captain Clive of the 
1 8th- which give an account of his being in possession of Conjeeveram Pagoda, 
the enemy having abandoned it in the night, and though he had a strong party 
within sixty yards of the gate where they escaped, he knew nothing' of it till 
above half an hour after they were gone, by reason of a high wall built before 
it for its defence, and mud bank behind which they made off ; and received the 
first information from Messrs. Rewell and Glass, who had been riiost igho- 
minously treated by the Commanding Officer, that was a Portuguese arid had 
once ordered Mr. Rewell to mount the breach to see if his presence would stop 
our fire, but he thought better of it. 

“ Further advising that the Morattas were gone quite off, and every one 
walked on foot for the convenience of loading his horse with plunder, as ' soon 
as which is secured he understands they have orders from Morarey to proceed 
to Trichinopoly. Wherefore he has only to send a strong detachment to Arcot 
and Timmerie and after demolishing the fortifications at Conjeeveram to march 
with the rest for Trivelore and Poonamallee.” 


The next volume examined by me was — 

“THE CONSULTATION AND DIARY BOOK 

OF 

RICHARD PRINCE, 

Deputy Governor and Council of Fort. St. George, 

Containing 

THEIR TRANSACTIONS IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS 
OF ENGLAND TRADING IN THE EAST INDIES— BEGAN JANUARY 1750-51. 


* Thursday, the 15th August. ' 

At a Consultation present — 

Richard Price, Deputy. 

Thomas Cooke. 

John Smith. 

William Smyth King. 

John Walsh. 

“ Arrived nine Mussoolahs from Fort St. David with Military Lascars, &c. 
The Hon’ble Company’s ships Wager, Josiah Hindman from Fort St; David 
with a party under the command of Captain Clive and General letter of the 
22nd instant. 

26th August. “ Marched out a detachment under the command of Captain 
Clive. 

gth September.— Advainced Robert Orme, Attoreney for Captain Robert 
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Clive, three hundred (<?oo) Pagodas being on account of the.expedition to Arcotj 
and Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn is ordered to be debited for the same. 

13th September Nulh Cuntauk presenting a bill for two thousand 

(2.000) Arcot Rupees and three hundred Pagodas drawn by Captain Robert Clive 
at Arcot in the Deputy Governor and Council, the same is now discharged, 
vts . — 

Arcot Rupees amount to Pagodas 515 jy q 

Current Pagodas q q 

Pagodas . 815 17 o 

for which Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn is to be . debited also for four hundred 
(400) Pagodas now advanced. Captain Clive’s allowances being likewise on 
account of the expedition to Arcot. 

1 2th November 1^51 . — “ General Letter from the Presidency of the 4th in- 
stant informs us likewise of the President’s having advised the Deputy Governor 
by letter of having sent us a reinforcement of 350 Sepoys and 50 Europeans 
under the command of Captain Kilpatrick, and that one of the boats on which 
the sepoys came stopping at Allapanne the French made them prisoners ; this 
supply of men, with what came under command of Lieutenant Innis, is the 
utmost the President says they can assist us with, and which they imagine will 
be sufficient for the purpose in hand. That they have been informed that upwards 
of two lacks of Rupees being collected by Mohomed Ally’s Agents at Tripoly 
which they order us to endeavour all we can to secure. Captain Clive writes 
from Arcot that he is blockaded and unable to act, and therefore we are to be as 
expeditious as possible in relieving him, as by delaying we shall give time to the 
enemy to gather strength. The President, &c., also orders us to credit Maho- 
med Ally’s account for all the money which we receive from Tripoly, and to 
debit him for the disbursements. Also to enlist 300 sepoys for the security of 
Poonamallee and St. Thom^ during these troubles. 

“ General Letter to the Hon’ble President, &c., Council drawn up and signed 
in answer to their of the 4th instant, acquainting them of Captain Kilpatrick’s 
arrival here, the 30th ultimo, with a party under his command except those made 
prisoners at Allapanne; also that 5 chelingas with Field carriages and Mili- 
tary stores were got on this side of Sadrass, and that we have sent mussoolahs 
to tow them hither. That with regard to the Tripoly money, the Deputy 
Governor acquaints us that as soon as Captain Clive has marched with his 
detachment to Arcot, Sampatraw, the late Nabob’s Duan, appointed a person 
to act for Mahomed Ally at that place in order to secure the money collected 
at the Pagoda ; at the same time, Bommeraw, one of the considerable Polygars 
there, sent (1,000) one thousand peons under pretence of assisting him, 
but no sooner was he advised of Captain Clive’s being blockaded than he wrote 
a. letter to the Deputy Governor and another to Sampatraw acquainting 
them that he had received a menacing letter from Chunda Saib about his 
assisting Mahomed Ally, and by several expressions he plainly discovered that 
he determined to side with the party that was most likely to be uppermost ; 
upon which the Deputy Governor thought proper to send the Bombay Jemmin- 
dar with 60 of his best sepoys and two hundred peons (200) to try if they 
could bring the money away, and finding that Bommeraw was not to be relyed 
upon they thought it would be running too great a risque to attempt it ; how- 
ever, Mahomed Ally’s Agent has found means to remit to Sampatraw to the 
amount of thirty-two thousand five hundred (32,500) Rupees and five thousand 

(5.000) . Pagodas, which shall be brought to account of Mahomed Ally as the 
Hon’ble President, &c„ are pleased to direct, and if Mahomed Ally's affairs 
take the least favourable turn we flatter ourselves we shall be able to get the 



remainder of that. Yesterday the Deputy Governor received a letter from 
Bojangaw, brother to Morarey, the Moratta General, advising that he was arrived 
at Arcot and had surrounded the Camp with his Army, and stopped provisions 
of all kinds from getting to Chunda Saib. That he had taken forty oxen (40) 
and two camels (2) load of ammunition going to the camp. He desired thfe 
party we intended to send to the relief of Captain Clive might join him as 
soon as possible, when he makes no doubt of being able to destroy their 
whole force, upon which Captain Kilpatrick has been ordered to march with 
the detachment under his command and to proceed directly to Arcot. 

26th November 1^5 ^ — ** General Letter from the President, &c.. Council 
(Fort St, David’s) of the loth instant, stating that they are glad the Morattasare 
arrived at Arcot, atid that we have dispatched a party of men under command of 
Captain Kilpatrick to the relief of Captain Clive. That they are advised that 
Chunda’s friends are endeavouring to alienate them from Mahomed Ally’s 
interest, therefore they order us to act with the greatest caution, and to recom- 
mend the same to the Officer abroad. 

“ General Letter to the Hon’ble the President, &c.. Council in answer to 
the above drawn up and signed, acquainting them of our having received their 
favour of the 18th instant, which we acknowledged by letter of the 22nd. That 
Captain Kilpatrick arrived at Arcot the 15th instant. But the day before he 
got there Chunda Saib’s people attempted to storm the Fort, but were 
repulsed with great loss by Captain Clive, leaving all their Artillery behind them, 
upon which Captain Clive sent out a party under command of Lieutenant 
Bulkley, who took Tinnevery Fort; that Chunda Saib’s son is encamped near 
Vellore, and that Captain Clive, by a letter to the Deputy Governor of the 20th 
is marched out and has encamped himself between him and Arcot, and that we 
expect to hear of an action every hour : that the Deputy Governor has also re- 
ceived a letter from Bojangraw, brother to Morarey, General of the Morattas 
wherein he confirms all that Captain Clive mentions as to the situation of the 
camps and of our post. We assure their Honour, &c., we shall use all the en- 
deavours we can possibly to engage the Morattas to Mahomed Ally's interest.” 


Desirous of getting as much information as possible regarding Clive’s 
expedition to Bengal, the next volume examined by me was one containing the 
Consultations for 1756. 


“ 2ist August 1756. 

At a Consultation present — 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Henry Powney. 

Robert Orme. 

William Percival. 

Robert Palk. 

‘‘The President acquaints the Committee that intelligence was received on 
the i 6 th instant of the taking of Calcutta by the Moores on the 20th Tune in 

consequence of which it having been resolved in Council to send as large a force 
as can possibly be spared from hence to make an effort for the re-establishment 
he despatched orders the 17th instant to Captain Pye to march higher with the 
army from Conjeeveram. 
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Letter from Mr. Charles Frederick Noble Read. “ I look on old Omy Chand 
as the man in Bengal the most capable of serving us if he has a mind to it, ' 
though considering the ill usage he has often received from the gentlemen of 
our nation there (who have generally sacrificed the Company’s welfare and 
nation’s honour and glory to their private progress and interest), we can scarce 
hope for his favour without the hopes of retrieving what he may have lost by this 
unhappy event, and being better treated in future, may prevail with him. Whe- 
ther he had any hand in the present affairs or not I cannot say : he was intimate 
with the Nabob and all the Court.” 

i6ih October, — This morning Vice-Admiral Watson sailed from this road 
for Bengal with the following ships under his command, His Majesty’s 
ships Kent, Cumberland, Tiger, Salisbury, Bridgwater, and Blaze (Fireship) 
and the Hon’ble Company’s ships Walpole and Malboro having on board Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Clive with a detachment of land forces.” 


Shortly after the fleet had sailed for Madras, intelligence of a French war 
reached the Madras Government, and it was discussed in Council whether, ac- 
cording to the Provisional treaty, the news should not be communicated to Pon- 
dicherry. 


” 22 nd November 
At a Committee present : — 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 

Henry Pownev. 

Robert Palk. 

It being stipulated by the 8th Article of the Provisional Treaty that which- 
ever of the two nations shall receive first answers from Europe concerning the 
Truce shall communicate bond fide the said answers to the other nation, a 
debate arose whether the advice of the war ought or ought not to be trans- 
mitted to Mr. DeLeyrit. 

“As the declaration of War is doubtless to be esteemed a definitive answer 
to the Truce, in strict conformity to the before mentioned article, notice of it 
should be sent to Pondicherry, but it is necessary first to weigh the conveniences 
and inconveniences of such a step. We are yet uncertain whether Mr. Leyrit 
has received the news or not. If he has, he thinks it unnecessary to communi- 
cate it to us. If he has not, our giving him public notice without being in a 
capacity and in readiness to enter upon some action will expose our weakness, 
and can only serve to make the enemy more alert in attacking such places as 
lie most open to their insults,.particularly the Company’s Northern Settlement. 
It is agreed therefore not to advise Mr. Leyrit of the war, and further if Colonel 
Aldercron should again mention the necessity of reading the Declaration at the 
Head of the Troops, the President is desired to represent to him that it may 
be of bad consequence to do it until we know that the news has reached our 
Northern Factories, which being in a very weak state will require time to provide 
for the security of the Company’s effects in readiness against any emergency. 

c 
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** 1 2th December 1^58. 

At a Consultation present — 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

Henry Powney. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

William Percival. 

John Smith. 

Charles Brouchier. 

John Pybus. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Mr. Norris, indisposed. 

“ The enemy having marched this morning from the Mount, and appeared 
about day-break upon Choultry Plain, bur army after about two hours* 
cannonading, returned into garrison, and the enemy encamped upon the spot 
where our troops were last night about a mile and half to the southward of the 
Port. At the same time their advanced guards were seen at the Garden House 
and Chebauk, the village just on the other side of the Bar. From these motions 
it appearing to be the enemy’s design to form immediately the siege of Madras, 
and the Board being of opinion that the necessary orders for conducting the 
defence cannot, without great inconvenience and delay, be debated on and issued 
by the whole Council — it is therefore unanimously agreed to leave the conduct 
of the defence to the Governor, who with Colonel Lawrence is desired to take the 
assistance of the other Field Officers and the Engineer as often as may be re- 
quisite, and immediately to issue the necessary orders,” 

Consultation, i8th February J'JSg. 

“ The Council having at the commencement of the siege delegated all their 
authority tp the Governor that so the Publick Service might not receive any pre- 
judice by the delay which must have necessarily attended the assembling the 
Council upon every emergency, that danger being happily passed by the 
Retreat of the enemy the 17th instant, the Council again resume their proper 
functions, the President assuring them of his greateful sense of the confidence 
they were pleased to repose on him, and the whole Council at the same time 
acknowledging' with thankfulness the good effects of his activity during the 
siege.” 


I next examined a most interesting Volume containing a — 

“ Journal of transactions during the siege of Fort St. George, began the 12th 

December 1758, 

“ In order to dispose the garrison with spirits and as a Reward for the 
Bravery, it is resolved to publish to them in case the enemy shall be either de- 
feated or compelled to raise the siege, the sum of fifty thousand rupees shall be 
divided amongst, them five days after their defeat or retreat, following in this 
promise of reward the example of the Hon’ble Company, who have thought two' 
thousand, pounds not too large a recompence to the seamen of any of their ships 
who shall make a good defence when attacked and repel the enemy. 

Wednesday, the 2oth . — This being the day appointed by the Charter for 
Mayor and Sheriff ' annually elected to enter on their respective offices, the 
Council assembled as usual, and a message being brought that the Mayor elect 
and Sheriff are ready to take the oath, they are introduced with the other mem- 
bers and.officers of the Mayor’s Court, and the oaths of allegiance and office are 
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first administered by the President to Charles Turner, Esq., who was chosen the 
5th instant and then to Mr. Henry Eustace Johnstone, who was the same day 
elected SherifF both for the year ensuing. 

“ It having been always usual upon this occasion to salute the new Mayor 
with nine guns, nine guns were shotted upon the Royal Bastion and pointed at 
the enemy’s quarters and works and discharged in honour of the new Mayor, 
and it is hoped with good effect on the enemy, 

Thursday, 21st, Important Sortie . — “ By this sortie the enemy has been 
thrown into a general commotion, besides the good effects such sallys may 
have on our sepoys by enduring them to danger, the enemy’s people are harass- 
ed and fatigued and their works retarded.” 

(This page is loose. It should at once be repaired.) 

Friday, the 22nd . — The intelligence received this day is as follows : — 

“A Company’s peon who was of those placed as Tappies on the Pulicat 
road, was seized by the French the day they invested Madras, and has worked 
for them as a cooly ever since, this morning found means to escape and gave 
the following account. That the enemy have a Battery of four guns by the 
seaside completed and the guns mounted ; the face of the Battery is in a circu- 
lar form, so that he judges some of the guns will bear upon the road and some 
enfilade the east front of the town. From that Battery a Breastwork is thrown 
up to Tombey Chetty’s house, behind which, on this side the old ditch, another 
Battery for six guns is almost completed, and three guns are brought up and 
placed in the ditch^in readiness. The Breastwork is continued from this Battery 
to Peddanigne’s house close to the burying ground, where another Battery is 
begun intended also for six guns as he judges. From thence the Breastwork is 
continued to the canal lately made by our taking out clay for the works, and 
near that they have cleared out a space where they keep their magazines of 
stores and baggage, &c. That they began to work three days ago behind the 
old Hospital near the back of Sumpatrow’s house in Peddanigne’s pettah, but 
having had five or six men killed there by the cannon from the Fort they have 
not continued that work, but in the other street at the back of the old Hospital 
fronting the north side of the new Hospital they have begun and are now busily 
employed upon a Circular Battery of six guns. This peon further reports that 
the regiment of Lorrain lay by their arms last night in the great Bazar Street of 
Peddanigne’s pettah, and that Fisher’s Hussars and the rest of their horse were 
in the street adjoining. That the Battalion of India are quartered near the 
Portuguese Church and as far as Cachelly Pagoda. That the Croffrys are in the 
Company’s Garden, and Tally’s Regiment in the old Pagoda further north 
called Mallezar’s Pagoda. That Mr. deBussy is gone with three hundred 
Europeans to join Raza Saib in order to oppose Usoff Cawn. 

Saturday, the 23rd . — “ The firing was kept up last night very brisklj'^, as 
for some nights past, upon the enemy’s parallel as well as upon the other parts 
where we were informed they are at work. Their parallel seems to be but little 
advanced, but the French dispersed. 

As it is reasonable to think that public demonstrations of joy upon occa- 
sion of victory gained by Colonel Ford might have a good effect by raising the 
spirits of our people and producing the contrary on the enemy, it was therefore 
resolved to put the whole garrison under arms and to march them into the 
covered way, which it was supposed would alarm the enemy and bring them to 
their front post, and so expose them the more to our shot, and then to fire 
twenty-one guns into different parts of their quarters and works, and give three . 
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running fires from the covered way of the whole garrison, which was executed 
accordingly. 

Sunday, the 24th.—" Yesterday a soldier wa« tried by a General Court 
Martial for locking his piece at his Serjeant and threatening to kill him and 
received sentence of death which was executed this day. Severe examples being 
thought absolutely necessary at this time to prevent disorders at the garrison 
which might prove fatal. 

Tuesday, the 2nd . — “ The French cannonading during the day. Most of 
the shells were directed at the houses and a great many at the Governor’s 
quarters in the Fort House ; two fell in it and broke through tlte first terras and 
twelve or thirteen others fell in or upon the building of the Inner Fort. 

Sunday, the ‘jth January . — “ The enemy threw many shells in the night 
and at day-break began to batter with their cannon ; their shells all this day 
continued as before to be directed chiefly at the houses by tvhich many are 
already in ruin. Their fire from Tally’s Battery was from seven cannons and 
seven mortars, and from the Lorrain Battery from seven cannons and one 
howtz as yesterday; they also opened another Battery this morning to the left 
of the Burying Ground, from whence they fired with two pieces on the left face 
of the North Lunette. The damage done to our works by the enemy’s fiie is 
not very great. The embrazures and platforms are more impaired by our own 
cannon than by their shot or shells, the greater part of which flew into or over 
the Town. A working party of 100 men are ordered to repair in the night with 
sand-bags the damaged embrazures on the old North-East, the Demy, the Royal 
and Pigot’s Bastion, and 100 sepoys to get up two twenty-four pounders in the 
place of two which have had their muzzles, knocked off on the North-East Bas- 
tion. The enemy’s works appeared to be much disordered by our fire. They 
ceased firing about six this evening, and our working party in the covered way 
can plainly hear them repairing their embrazures and platforms. We have had 
one European, one Coffree, and one sepoy killed this day, and two Europeans 
and three sepoys wounded. 

Monday, the 8th. — " The enemy ceased firing last night about sunset and 
began to throw shells again between eleven and twelve and continued so all 
night ; they also began to fire from some cannon about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and at daylight they began to play with the same guns and mortars and 
in the same direction as yesterday with the addition of two guns more from the 
Burying Ground, so that their battery at that place now consists of four guns. 
The damage done to the works this day is much more considerable than yester- 
day, the enemy have lowered their embrazures, having probably observed that 
many of their shots flew over. A working party of 100 Europeans and two 
Companys of sepoys are ordered to repair the damage done to the works. 

Friday, I2lh January.—'' Pursuant to the Resolution taken yesterday, a 
sortie was made this morning to the southward. Major Cholmondely Brereton 
who commanded the sortie reports that half an hour after four o’clock this 
morning he marched from the covered way with one company of Grenadiers and 
a detachment consisting of three officers three serjeants and eighty-three pri- 
vates with four hundred sepoys. When his advanced party arrived near the 
Bar they were fired at by some sepoys the enemy had placed behind a trench, 
who then retired immediately. He then advanced through the topes into a lane 
which leads to the Governor’s garden house, and there a trooper who was 
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advanced before ibe party brought him word that the enemy were posted at the 
end of the lane and had one gun pointed the way our parly was marching up ; he 
liicreupon gave orders for tlic advanced parly of Grenadiers to move up briskly 
which thc) did, and gave their fire at about thirty yards* distance from the 
enemy. Thc enemy then fired their gun which was charged with grape, and 
then abandoned il, and we look possession ; thc enemy being quite dispersed, 
our people were drawing off the gun when the Commandant of sepoys brought 
word that thi-re was another gun pointed towards the bridge leading to the 
Island and desired leave to draw it off which they did. The number killed and 
wounded of the cnemy*s not known. We took prisoners one officer (the 

Chevalier de a Lieutenant of Tally’s Regiment) and four private men. 

Our loss will appear by the report hereunder. 

/jt/s ^atiuary. — '* Lieutenant Charles Todd, Commandant of Sepoys, 
reports that thc sepoys' arms and ammunition arc in very bad orders, and in 
general their ofiicer.s so ignorant of anything relative to military affairs and so 
totally unacquainted with discipline, that there is great difficulty in making 
them understand the most simple occasional orders. 

/Qff: — " It being judged from this intelligence that the enemy’s 

design to m.akc some attempt this night thc intended sally was countermand- 
ed and all the garrison ordered to lay under arms at their several alarm posts. 

i^ih Fchrunry. — “ Heforc the moon rose the enemy advanced a galrionade 
about 50 feet in front of the stockade under cover of the bank of the glacis, and 
formed a traverse with a direct communication behind it to the stockade. This 
work was discovered by thc light of the moon about 9 o’clock, and a constant 
fire of musketry, round and graj)e, was kept upon that part thc whole night, and 
at day-break the old guards of thc demi-placc of arms and fascine Battery 
sallycd out and entirely destroyed thc work thc enemy had done in the night 
without any other accident on our part than two men slightly wounded. 

lOth February, — *' As soon ns it grew dark three liglUs were hoisted at the 
Flag Staff ns a mark for the ships to come in ; by about 8 o’clock at night the 
six ships anchored in the road, and to the great joy of the garrison, proved to be 
His Majesty’s Ship Queeuborough, Captain Kemperfelt, and the Company’s 
Frigate Revenge, with the Tilbury, Wxnchchca, Prince of Jl'ales, and Britannia 
having on board six companys of Colonel Draper’s Regiment. Mr. Pybus, one of 
the Council, went of! with a letter from thc Governor to Captain Kemperfelt to 
compliment him on his arrival, and to desire him to land as many of the soldiers 
as he can to-night, and Colonel Draper wrote off to Major Monson to the same 
effect, it being apprehended that if Mr. Tally does intend to make any push he 
will do it this night before our succours can come to our assistance : all the 
garrison, the Company’s servants and inhabitants were therefore ordered under 
arms and continued so the whole night at their several alarm posts, and about 
two companys were landed from the ships in the night. A constant fire was 
kept upon the enemy’s trenches which they sometimes returned and threw a few 
shells in the beginning of the night, but none after 1 1 o’clock. About midnight 
three deserters came in separately from St. Thome, and report that the French 
entirely abandoned that place, and left several mortars and some stores behind 
which were sent there to be embarked in boats and sent to Pondicherry. That 
their outposts have been ordered to join at the powder mill, and that the enemy 
intend to raise the siege and march off before day-break. 
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ijth February 1759,—" About three in the morning the enemy set fire to 
several large piles of wood in the rear of their guard battery, and as soon as the 
day broke it appeared that the enemy had abandoned their trenches and batterys 
and were retreating, and about 9 o’clock in the morning they blew up the 
Powder Mill at Egmore. 

*' In the enemy’s Hospital were found 44 sick and wounded soldiers without 
one person to attend them. Mr, Lally’s sudden march may account for his leav- 
ing these people behind, but nothing can justify abandoning them without leaving 
a line to recommend them to our care. They however found humanity in their 
enemy which was denied them by their General ; immediate orders were given 
that the same care should be taken of them as of our own people, and ihe greatest 
part have since recovered. The enemy’s precipitate retreat prevented the des- 
truction of the Black Town, which was fully intended as appears by Mr. Lally’s 
letter of the 14th February. The houses in general have suffered notwithstand- 
ing considerable damage as well by the loss of doors, windows &c. which were 
useful to the enemy as by our shot and shells. The Company’s garden house 
and the houses belonging to the European inhabitants in the environs and at the 
Mount have suffered a severe fate ; all of them are greatly damaged ; some have 
only the walls left, and nothing but want of time prevented the total demolition 
of every one. 

“ In 1 759 the Council again resumed their proper function.” 


The next volume examined is entered as one of the volumes of Military 
Proceedings, but its title is ” Diary and Proceedings of the Committee for 
transacting affairs with the country Government.” Began ist January 1757. 

“AT A COMMITTEE. 

Present : 

George Pigot, Governor, President. 

Henry Powney. 

Robert Orme. 

William Percival. 

Robert Palk. 

” Letter from Rear Admiral Pocock advising of his arrival at Negapatam 
in His Majesty’s Ship Curdberland, This is to acquaint you by Pallamaw Mr. 
Smith despatches, that the Cumberland arrived here on the 14th in the evenin'^ 
in a very distressed condition but being able to get round Point Palmiras and 
very sickly, an extreme want of provisions having only six days’ rice and sugar 
at half allowance for the ship’s company, of which two hundred and sixt3'.six 
were down with various disorders, but the worst was the scurvy, two hundred and 
eight being afflicted with that disease, and many must have died had they not 
been speedily sent on shore. 

“The Chief has informed me a war was declared against France, the r7th 
May last, which news, I hope, will get to Mr. Watson’s hands soon. 

Bandarmalanka, 21st Decef}iber.—" Mr. Bussy is lying with his camp at 
Beeswara, and I hear gives out that upon the first hostilities committed by us 
either by sea and land he will annoy us all he can. 

jrd January I 757 ''~~‘'* Resolved that the colourmen of the sepoy compan5's 
have only six rupees a month confirmably to the Book of Militaiy Regulations. 
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a;/// January ns?---'' Two letters received, dated 25th May, by the Secret 
Comvnillcc o{ the East India Company. One of these is to give advice of the 
declaration of war and direct notice to be sent to Admiral Watson and to all the 
Company scUlemenls. The other directs that Captain Brohier be sent to Bengal 
to fortify Fort William if the works here do not indispensably require his 
presence. 

7//; February An account of the yearly revenues belonging to the 

countries dependant on Trichinopoly as farmed for the year 1757.” 


“ nth February /7J7. 

At a Committee present : — 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

Henry Powney. 

Robert Orme. 

Robert Palk. 

Mr. Percivai., indisposed. 

The following letters received by the Ship Saily from the Select Committee 
at Bengal and Robert Clive, Esq., with a journal of military operations, are now 
read : — 

Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal — 

“ Though no persons can have a higher opinion of the integrity of Colonel 
Clive than we have, or would more readily acquiesce to his judgment for con- 
ducting any military operations by land which may occur in the course of this 
expedition, yet we cannot conceive by what authority you have assumed a right 
in giving that gentleman the powers’you have done, and therein treating us in 
the light of a subordinate notwithstanding you have admitted and addresses us 
as a Governor-in-Council. 

‘*To John Brohier informing him that either yourself or Mr. Call should 
proceed to Calcutta. We desire therefore that you will consider the present state 
of the works at this place and acquaint us with your opinion whether it be most 
proper for you or him to go on that service. 

From Captain Brohier . — “ I Tjeg leave to represent that it is of the utmost 
importance to the Company’s welfare that the works of this place be completed 
in the most expeditious manner possible, and that as they will take up at least to 
the latter end of August to finish them, I conceive my presence is absolutly 
necessary here to do it. 

Fort David certainly is in a better condition than this place, and Mr. Call 
might be spared to go to Calcutta ; but in case of a siege he is the properest 
person at St. David to direct what is to be done in the defence of it, being best 
acquainted with the strength or weakness of the several parts of that place, and 
as he has seen all the mines carried on, he must know how to make use of them 
better than any other person can do who has not had that advantage ; he is 
carrying on the south curtain which, 1 hope, will be finished this summer and 
then the fort will be secure and safe on all sides. 

“ The Committee are as much surprised as concerned to find that the 
gentlemen at Bengal upon so secure a re-establishment of their affairs have 
not by this opportunity returned any of our troops. The tediousness of the 
passage which is mentioned by Colonel Clive as the only reason for bis not 
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coming up appears to be very insufficient, for the April passage is very much 
better than that of August. 


'' Whitehall, 3rd June 1756. 

Gentlemen, , 

In consequence of your memorial of the 19th past, I have the satisfaction 
to acquaint you that the King has been pleased to order Vice-Admiral Watson 
to continue in the East Indies with such of the ships under his command as are 
in good condition for six months beyond the time to which his stay was 
before limited, in order that the settlement and trade of His Majesty’s subjects 
in those parts may have all the protection from the King's ships as the present 
situation of public affairs will allow of. 

HENRY FOX." 


Letter from Colonel Forde, describing the assaults in Ncllorc, 9th May 

1757- 

Last night I received your favour of the 30th ultimo, since which we have 
had a most damnable brush and suffered considerably, as you will see by the 
enclosed list of the killed and wounded. 

" No man here ever saw so brisk an action whilst it lasted, and I must do 
the oflRcers and men the justice to say that they behaved with the most 
undaunted resolution and bravery. 

Attempt to capture Madura . — “ I have this moment received a letter from 
Captain Calliaud desiring me to acquaint you, gentleman, that he made an 
attempt to escalade a weak part of Madura Fort, which was rendered fruitless by 
their ladders breaking down, occasioned by the men’s too eagerly mounting; 
however, he had the good fortune to return safe to his camp without the loss of 
a single man. 


“ As the works necessary to be raised at Bengal will require that the ground 
be tryed and well piled, I must request you will grant me the liberty to carry 
with me the boring tools which were brought out by Mr. Robins for the pur- 
pose and are now at St. David, as also the engine I have made here for driv- 
ing piles. 

"I must request also the favour of carrying with me either Christopher 
Macklin or John Dyer, European Master brick-layers, as they are accustomed to 
line out works, and will be useful to forward the service there, as I am informed 
the people at Bengal are entirely unacquainted with our method of working. 


Fort St. George, 
loth May 1757. 


I am, &c., 
JOHN BROHIER. 


"To 

THE HON’BLE GEORGE PIGOT AND GENTLEMEN 

OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE. 

" The number of sepoys now appointed to proceed with our troops to the 
southward are as follow : — 

" From Madras and Poonamallee, five hundred. 
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From Cararigoly, three hundred, and of those with Colonel Forde; three 
hundred. 

‘‘Agreed that Jamal .Saib, an old and experienced Subidar, do command 
the sepoys upon the expedition, and ordered that he make ready five hundred 
of the best men, and at the same time examine those that will remain here, 
and report if any of them are unfit for the service.” 


Letter from Captain Jos. Smith, Commanding at Trichinopoly. Part of 
the enemy’s army cross the river and take possession of Wariour Pagoda. 

"To 

STRINGER LAWRENCE and ALEXANDER WYNCH, EsQs. 
Gentlemen, 

The party under command of Monsr. D’Auteuil were no sooner crossed the 
Colleroon than a detachment in the dusk of the evening marched and took 
possession of Wariour Pagoda, at which place they yet remain, plundering 
cattle and everything else that comes to hand, nor is it in my power to check 
them in the least while out of cannon shot from our garrison ; the greatest part 
of their Battalion, with artillery and baggage, moved up the island to the topes 
at which place they crossed ; where next they intend to march and what 
schemes are in view a few days will show us ; it’s said they have 500 Europeans 
besides above 100 Hussars mounted. 

” I advised Captain Calliaud from the first notices of their coming, and 
wish with all my heart he was returned, that we might not be idle spectators, 
while our enemys are breathing not but destruction to us all. They will be 
mistaken, and should they offer to make an attempt on our garrison, Monsr. 
D’Auteuil will, I fancy, meet vith a reception that may cool his courage, how- 
ever so warm it may be. 

” Excuse me. Gentlemen, if I beg you to acquaint the Select Committee of 
this, as at present I have so much business in hand that I have scarce a mo- 
ment to myself. 

I have, &c., 
JOSEPH SMITH. 

Trichinopoly, 

J4th May 1757. 

24th May 17 $7. — “ We have appointed Jamal Saib, who is esteemed a 
trusty Subidar, to be Commander of the Sepoys upon this expedition.” 

From Colonel Alder cr on ^ Commanding the army in the field. — “ Atmy ni?: 
setting out it was hinted to me that the officers of the regiment expected rr 
have my table ; I replied that had you such an intention you would have 
tioned it to me ; however, I have regulated it so that I have eight of then: rr 
their turn besides my own family which I think is a sufficient number.” 

Letter from George Pigot and Committee.— kn Aid-de-Camp ^ 
officer in the field, as that duty has generally been done by the 
the Commanding Officer. Mr. Reith must be satisfied therefore wii 
the saine the other Lieutenants do. 
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“ The Company make a very handsome allowance to all the officers in the 
field to bear their extraordinary charges ; we therefore cannot but be much 
surprised that any one should imagine he has a right to your table, which is left 
entirely to your own management, and we do not doubt but that sensible of the 
heavy charge the Company is at, you will put it upon the most frugal footing 
that can be consistently with your station. 

GEORGE PIGOT and COMMITTEE. 

Fort St. George, 

:^rd June 

“To 


JOHN ALDERCRON, Esq., 

Commander in charge of the Land Forces tn India. 

Letter from Captain Calliaud . — “ The night after my arrival the French 
raised the siege and recrossed the river.” 

Letter from Captain Brohier, who being on the point of embarking for 
Bengal, represents the works most necessary to be completed at Madras loth 
June 1757. 

13th June 7757. We enjoin you strictly to take particular care that the 
troops under your command do not at any time oppress or injure the inhabi- 
tants of the country either on their persons or effects. Their peace and security 
is indeed to be one of the first objects of your attention. 

j6th June “The Ship Marlborough being under dispatch for Ben- 

gal, I agreed that letters be wrote by that opportunity to the gentlemen of the 
Select Committee there, Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive acquainting them of 
the French having raised the siege of Trichinopoly upon Captain Calliaud’s 
succeeding in throwing himself into the Fort, and of the news we have lately 
received that our Factories at Ingeram and Maddepollam are taken by the 
French, and our apprehensions that Vizagapatam may undergo the same fate 
should Monsr. Bussy bend his force that way. 

“ And as Vizagapatam is a settlement of very considerable value to our 
Hon’ble Masters, as well as for the quantity of cloth it provided, as in con- 
sideration of its being now the only inlet to the northern countries *left in our 
possession, we are in opinion that it is necessary to secure it by all means 
possible against the attack of the enemy. But as the superiority of the French 
in this province, and the unfinished state of our fortifications, will by no 
means suffer us to weaken ourselves by any detachments from hence and as 
vessels have frequently been known to leave Bengal early in July and mLke their 
passage to Vizagapatam, it is agreed to write to Colonel Clive directing him 
to embark as many of the men which are destined to be returned to the coast 
as he conveniently can on board such vessels as he may be able with the asSt 
ance of Admiral Watson and the Select Committee to procure • and dis l' 
them early in July with directions to land at Vizagapatam, if the state oMhL' 
Settlement should render it necessary, recommending at the same time that he 
leave Bengal himself with the rest of the men that are to be returned so early 
that he may be able to call at Vizagapatam on his way hither, and give such 
assistance as he may see necessary to the- Company’s affairs there. To Admiral 
Watson, that we depend on his giving Colonel Clive for the service before-men- 
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lioned the assistance of the twenty-gun ship, or any other part of the squadron 
that may be ready for the sea. 

I’^th June J 757 ‘ — “And the President acquaints the Committee that upon 
the first moving of the troops into the field Colonel Lawrence offered his service 
to assist Colonel Aldercron as a volunteer, and acquainted him with his intention 
to join the camp on the arrival of the army at Fort St. David on their way to 
Trichinopoly. 

20th June J 757 ‘ — Letter to Colonel Aldercron showing the inconvenience 
of his assuming the command of the army in the field and pressing him to stay 
at Madras. 

23rd June 1757- — Answer of Colonel Aldercron. — " In order to prevent the 
sequel of a paper-v/ar of which I have already but too much experience, I shall 
come to the matter in question, which is, that I can’t comply with your request 
in remaining at Madras whilst His Majesty’s troops are in the field, as I am 
very sure in so doing I should incur His Majesty’s displeasure; besides I have 
great reason to believe you intend the command of the army for Colonel Law- 
rence. I have, as well as you, Gentlemen, a great opinion of his military capa- 
city ; this joined with his knowledge of the situation of this country, I believe 
would be of infinite service, if he joined us. Any military operation you have 
to propose I shall according to my instructions assemble my Council of War, 
and if their opinion should not be agreeable to your inclinations I shall be sorry 
for it, but as I must believe them better judges in military affairs shall be deter- 
mined by them. 

I am, &c., 

JOHN ALDERCRON. 

Camp at Chingleputt, 

21 st June 1757. 

28th June /757>-^" Translate of an olla or letter which the King of Travan- 
core proposed writing to the Governor of Madras, the 17th December 1756, 
and for that purpose sent it to Anjengo to be wrote in English. 

“An alliance with the King of Travancore might prove of much advantage 
to the Company’s affairs and secure the peace of those parts of the Tinnevelly 
country adjacent to his limits, and as it appears by his above letters to the 
President that he is not averse to adjusting his claims on some districts of that 
country, it is agreed that a letter be wrote to the King of Travancore 
acquainting him that if he will send us a fair statement of what has happened 
in relation to them, we .will compare it with the accounts we receive from the 
Nabob and settle the affair in an amicable manner. In the meantime that we 
desire nothing may interrupt his old friendship with the English, and that 
until affairs are settled the countries may remain as they are, to which purpose 
he should send orders to his officers to cease all hostilities, as we have done on 
our part. Ordered accordingly, that a copy of the King of Travancore’s letter 
to the President and his answer be transmitted to Captain Calliaud, that he may 
do whatever he shall see necessary to establish a good understanding between 
us and the Prince. 

2glh June 1757, — Letter to the King of Travancore. — “ A whole kingdom is 
not to be considered where our friendship is concerned ; how then can a few 
villages cause any difference between us. Until the agreement is settled let 
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everything remain, upon its present footing and no disturbance be committed on 
either side. 

22nd September 1^57. — "As His Majesty’s -intention in ordering Colonel 
Aldercron’s return home is undoubtedly to remove the inconveniences which have 
been occasioned by his exerting a separate authority, it would be conforming in 
the most perfect manner to those orders and intentions if he would himself take 
his passage on the first vessel which will be the Prince Henry Packet. And as 
we apprehend that the conduct of any military operations may still be under diffi- 
culties if he stays, although so large part of his regiment is delivered over to the 
Company’s officers, it is agreed to give him our opinion of the intention of his 
late orders, assuring him at the same time that he shall be provided with the, 
best accommodation possible if he chooses to proceed by this conveyance. 

Letter from Colonel Aldercron. — " I have received your letters; in answer to 
the most material part of it I am to inform you that His Majesty’s orders are to 
be implicitly obeyed by all officers in his service without daring to presume to 
form any judgment of His Royal intentions, and am also to acquaint you that it 
is my indispensable duty to be the last man of my regiment that embarks. 

" I shall impatiently wait your information of the number of officers and men 
that can be accommodated on board the Prince Henry Packet^ that I may 
without delay give orders for their embarkation in obedience to His Majesty’s 
commands signified to me by the Secretary at War. 

I am, &c., 

JOHN ALDERCRON,” 

Madras, 

22nd September 


News of the Revolution in Bengal.' 

At a Committee present — 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

Henry Powney. 

Robert Orme. 

Robert Palk, 

" By the Sloop Watson arrived yesterday from Bengal and His Majesty’s 
Ship Triton which came in this morning received the following letters and 
papers, vis . : — 

No. 1 . Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal, dated 13th August 1757. 

„ 2. Ditto Colonel Clive, dated 2nd July 1757. 

II 3- Ditto ditto dated 3rd August 1757. 

II 4‘ Ditto ditto dated 12th September 1757. 

If 5- 8ix letters from Surajat Dowlah, the late Nabob of Bengal, to Mr. Bussy and 

Mr. Law and one from Mr. Law to the Chief of Sydabad.' 

„ 6. Journal of military operations on the expedition to Muxadavad. 

" The foregoing papers containing a full narrative of the late unhappy Re- 
volution in Bengal are ordered to be entered in a separate book®. 

• Thh work U-.M carefully sliidicd by me and a great portion of its contents will be embodied in the next 
To'.iimc 0: Selections from the State papers. 
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“And the following letters from Vice-Admiral Watson/ dated iith August, 
two from Rear-Admiral Pocock, dated i8th August and 29th September, one 
from the Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Bengal, dated 27th September, 
and one from Colonel Clive, dated 27th September, containing advice of the 
disposition of His Majesty’s ships and of the Land Forces, are ordered to be 
here entered, vis . — 

“ To 

GEORGE PIGOT, Esq., &c.. 

Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Madras. 

GENTLHMF-N, 

“ 1 have the favour of your several letters of the 30th ultimo, 27th 
I\Iay, and the 16th and 29th June, 

“ You seem to have been much disappointed at not receiving by the Revenge, 
Protector, and Marlborough a part of your troops from this Settlement. Your own 
situation, and the opinion you had of the good establishment of the Company’s 
concerns were upon in Bengal, were no doubt motives sufficient to justify you 
in your expectations of a reinforcement from hence. When you hear from the 
Committee here, to whose letters 1 refer 3fou, what use has been made of the troops 
since the taking of Chandernagore, I take it for granted you then will conclude 
they were detained for a good purpose, for without this last stroke the Company 
would have been constantly embarrassed, notwithstanding we had met with in 
all our military operations all the success we could even wish for. But since 
this last turn of affairs the Company have a different prospect before them, and 
if they keep a sufficient force here to preserve the right and privileges granted 
them Bengal must be of more consequence than ever it was. 

“ I observe in your letter of the 3otb April you have some hopes of part of 
this little squadron being left in India till the arrival of some men-of-war from 
England ; and that you have founded your expectations on Mr. Fox’s answer 
to the memorial presented to His Majesty by the Compan)'. I must confess I 
can discover no reason in his answer for )'Our expecting such a request as you 
have made me to be complied with. The orders I have received are to the 
same purport as what Mr. Fox told the Company. That is, instead of my return- 
ing in the beginning of this year as I was before directed, I am ordered to con- 
tinue six months longer and then proceed with the squadron under my com- 
mand to England, and as the time then limited me is now expired, surely I 
cannot be justified by my orders in leaving any ship behind me ; indeed from your 
expression of such ships of the squadron as may be in a fit condition to remain, 

1 should imagine you had forgot how' many ships there were, and the condition 
they w’ere in, when I left Madras. Kent, you may remember, was so very weak 
and in such a bad condition as to render her proceeding to Bengal hazardou.s, 
without reducing her to a 40-gun ship and taking out great part of her stores 
to ease her in a sea. The service the Kent has since been employed on in this 
river has quite demolished her, and rendered her incapable of ever being made 
fit for. His Majesty’s service again. This loss reduces the squadron to only three 
ships of force and two frigates, and not one of them can be supposed to be in a 
condition to remain in India after having been three years in the country except 
the Triton, and she alone could be of very little service to you if I had power 
to leave her behind me. As for the Bridgewater she has by an unlucky accident 
of parting her cable struck, it is supposed, on the flook of an anchor, which has 
occasioned so large a leak that she must be laid ashore again ; what con- 
dition she may be found in I can’t judge, but her leak now is very consider- 
able. 
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" When you seriously have considered the state and number of the squadron, 
and the words of my orders, I. presume you cannot think yourselves justifiable 
in asking for any part of the squadron to remain, and I am persuaded you can- 
not be surprised at my refusing your request. 

“ I hope to be able to call upon the coast in my way to Bombay, but as that 
will depend upon the time of my sailing from hence, which is very uncertain, 
the pilots seeming to decline to take charge of the ships till the freshes are over, 
I therefore can say nothing positive about it, for which reason I shall leave the 
King’s troops behind me. 

“ I am perfectly well satisfied with Captain Townley for complying with the 
request you made him, and think he acted very prudently in so doing. 

“ I was much concerned when I heard the loss of Vizagapatam, but much 
more so when I knew the whole garrison were made prisoners of war, as you are 
thereby deprived of the use of so many men at a time you are so much in want 
of a reinforcement. It’s well Trichinopoly did not suffer the same fate. 

“We hourly are in expectation of hearing from the coast of the arrival of a 
Europe ship. A Dutch ship is lately arrived in the river from Batavia, but she 
brings no intelligence of any squadron coming into the East Indies, either 
English or French. 

I am, Ssc., 

CHARLES WATSON. 


Calcutta, 

The jith August I'jsy, 


“A J. — I beg the favour you will deliver the enclosed to Captain Townley. 


“To 

GEORGE PIGOT, EsQ., &c., 

Members of the Select Committee at Madras. 

Gentlemen, 

“ I am extremely concerned to inform you that Mr. Watson was taken 
ill of a fever, the 13th, and died the 16th instant. I make no doubt you will share 
in the general concern which is shown very deeply at this place by people of all 
ranks and conditions. 

“ I have nothing in particular to add, but refer you to Mr. Watson’s answer, 
dated the uth, to your letter to him of the 3rd, and shall be glad to be able to 
get out of this river at a proper season to call at Fort St. George in my way to 
Bombay. 

“The time of complying with His Majesty's orders of returning to England 
with the squadron is expired, therefore must proceed as soon as the ships can 
be properly refitted for the passage; but at the same time assure you that 
while the short time I have to remain in this country will permit, shall on all 
occasions be ready to imitate my predecessor in exerting my utmost abilities to 
promote the Company’s interest. 


Calcutta, 
i8th August 


I am, &c., 

GEORGE POCOCK. 
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"To 

-GEORGE PIGOT, Esq., &c., Gentlemen of the Committee at Madras. 
Gentlemen, 

"Your letters, dated the 8th and 9th instant, directed to Admiral Watson, 
came to my hands the 22nd by the Triton. My dispatches sent to you, dated 
the 1 8th of last month, returned here yesterday, the sloop they went in being 
disabled in the latitude of 15° 00''. 

" This goes by the Watson sloop, and duplicates by the Triton^ who is 
dispatched to look out for Commodore Steevens, and will call at Pulicat for any 
intelligence you may have lodged there. 

"The arrival of the French squadron at Pondicherry has, altered the measures 
1 purposed to take with His Majest3'’s ships ; therefore, have resolved to remain 
here at least till I can have further intelligence of the strength and destination 
of the French squadron. Fort William not being in any sort of condition to 
defend itself against any number of the enemy’s ships, and the Cumberland very 
leaky, shall endeavour to careen her here, and be ready to proceed on the coast 
so soon as the season will permit. 

“ If the French are so formidable as to be able to make an attempt on Bom- 
bay, I hope you will be able to inform me of it. From the manner of their equip- 
ment at their departure from Pondicherry, as well as by information from the 
Chiefs of Anjengo and Tellicherry, in case they should go round to the Malabar 
Coast, and at this season of the year, I do not apprehend they will attempt Fort 
St. George or Fort St. David. 

" As the junction of the squadron appears at present so very necessary 
shall be glad that Mr. Steevens will proceed to Ballasore road as soon as 
possible and hope the Cuddalore sloop has joined him with your intelligence. 

I am, &c., 

GEORGE POCOCK. 

Tyger, off Calcutta, 
sgth September 1757. 


"To 

The Hon’ble GEORGE PIGOT, Esq,, &c.. 

Members of the Select Cojnmittee at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

" We have received your letter of the 8th instant and are extremely con- 
cerned ; it is not in our power to assist you with the return of any of the troops 
in Bengal. The necessity of keeping every man we have is fully explained in 
our letters of the 13th August. Upon receiving intelligence of the arrival of a 
French squadron upon your coast, we thought it absolutely necessary to send 
the Directors and Council, officers, civil and military, and inhabitants of the 
late Colony of Chandernagore to the coast to prevent their assisting in any 
shape the French squadron, should they proceed this way to make any attempt 
on our settlement. The Restitution is freighted by the Board for that purpose, 
and the amount of that ship indemnified by the Company in case she should 
be taken in her passage to Pondicherry, or detained by the French on her arrival 
there. We beg leave therefore to recommend your endeavouring to settle' a 



cartel for that ship with the Governor and Council of Pondicherry before her 
arrival, to prevent the Company's suffering the loss of ^45,000 which they have 
engaged to make good to the owners in case she is taken or detained as before- 
mentioned. 

We are, &c., ' . 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 
ROBERT CLIVE. 

JAMES KILPATRICK. 
RICHARD BECHER. 

Fort William, 

2jth September I'JS'J. 

“ Please to forward the packet by this sloop for the Secret Committee in 
England, separate from that on the Syrian. The Restitution will sail about the 
3rd October. 

“To 

The Hon’ble GEORGE PIGOT, Esq., 

President and Governor, and Gentlemen of the 

Select Committee at Madras. 

Gentlemen, 

“ I addressed you from Muxadabad the 1 2th instant, in readiness for the 
Marlborough, who w'as in the point of sailing for the coast with several other 
vessels, when the Revenge brought an account of the arrival of the French ships 
at Pondicherry. She was soon followed by the Triton with your favours of the 
8th and 9th instant. 

“ The uncertainty of the force of the French ships prevents Mi-, Pocock from 
resolving what measures to pursue — whether to proceed to Bombay or refit 
here. The arrival of the Duke, which we impatiently expect, will probably 
enable him to determine. 

“ Mr. Andrews is arrived here from Bandarmalanka, which he left the 14th. 
The news of our success at Muxadabad had reached there some days before, 
and I conclude must soon after have been known in Madras, though the Patta- 
mars I dispatched should have been intercepted. Unfortunately the sloop that 
carried the duplicate advices sprung her mast in a violent storm off Vizaga- 
patam and is returned. It is with great pleasure I understand that the troubles 
at Golcandah have obliged Monsr. Bussy to march that way.' 

“ The affairs of this Province continue in quietness. Nothing has occurred 
.since my last except the arrival of the detachment from Patna. 


1 have, &c., 

Calcutta, ROBERT CLIVE. 

2jth September 

{Puplicate^ 

" It is with the highest satisfaction the Committee receive the accounts of 
so astonishing and happy a turn in tlie affairs of the Province of Bengal, and 
although many advantages might have been obtained, on this coast , had our 
troops ' returned in April, yet we - are perfectly sensible that none could have 
accrued -equal to the good consequences which have attended their stay 'in 
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Bengal; If, therefore, it is reasonable to, judge by consequences, the Gentlemen 
of the Committee at Bengal and. Colonel Clive may well say we did not consult 
the general cause when we so much pressed the return of our troops ; but as 
this is not a fair way of judging, we rather choose to refer to the letters, which 
we received the 2Sth April from those Gentlemen giving an account of the taking 
of Chandernagore and particularly Colonel . Clive’s letter, which mentions the 
execution of many parts of the treaty made with Surajah Dowla, shows not 
the least reason for suspecting that he had designs contrary to that treaty, nor' 
on our part the least shadow of an intention to commence hostilities again. 
Such was the state we had to judge by. There was not to us the appearance 
of an enemy in the Province of Bengal except those few French who has 
escaped with Mr. Law from Chandernagore. In such circumstances in Bengal^ 
and far inferior to the French on the coast, we doubt not but our Hon’ble 
Masters will think we could not too frequently, nor too pressingly, recommend 
tlie return of some part of our troops. 

“ It would be doing injustice to the memory of Admiral Watson not to have 
here recorded the sensible concern with which we receive a confirmation of the 
news of his death. His bravery and the disinterested zeal with which he under- 
took every service that offered for the benefit of tbe Company are characteris- 
tics by which he will ever be remembered in India. 

" By the vessels arrived from Bengal we have the pleasure to hear that they 
met the Wat^^tck, Captain Webb, going into tbe river. 

“Captain Calliaud advises in a letter to the President, dated the 15th in- 
stant, that Chetteput was taken by the French the 14th in the morning by assault 
and escalade. That the loss of the enemy is computed to be five hundred men 
killed and wounded, Europeans and Sepoys. Some reports mention the next 
design to be against Arcot, others say against Tinnevelly. 

Ordered, that Captain Calliaud do examine what provisions are in the 
Nabob’s magfbzines at Arcot, and that he be directed to keep tbe garrison con- 
stantly stored for three months. 

“ As the garrison of Chingleput has now above one hundred Europeans and 
five companies of Sepoys, and as that place is near at hand to be relieved from 
hence in case of necessity, it is ordered that an officer and thirty men with 
one company of Sepoys be sent from thence to Arcot, and that Captain 
Calliaud do advise Captain Gardener when the roads are safe. 

“ The Triton man-of-war being sent up by Admiral Pocock purposely to look 
for Commodore Steevens, and ordered to wait only twenty-four hours and then 
return to Bengal, agreed that a letter be prepared with all expedition to Ad- 
miral Pocock acquainting him that we have no intelligence of Commodore 
Steevens ; that we have lodged a letter at Atcheen recommending him to pro- 
ceed to this coast as soon as possible ; that we shall now write to Bombay and 
forward one copy of his (the Admiral’s) orders to Mr. Steevens to join him at 
Ballasore. But as Mr. Watson’s passage to this coast from Bombay in Decem- 
ber was only one month, and Captain James from Bombay to Ballasore at the 
same season near five months, it is agreed to recommend to the consideration 
of Commodore Steevens whether he can reach Ballasore before Mr. Pocock 
leaves it, in which case we should be glad to see him here on his way, as it may 
be a means of the more speedy junction of the two squadrons. 

“ Agreed also to write to Admiral Pocock, the Gentlemen of the Committee 
at Bengal, and Colonel Clive of the success of the French against Chingleput ; 
that we are yet unacquainted with their further designs, remarking to them in 
general that as many concurring reports'.give room to apprehend the French will 
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be further reinforced in December or January, it will bo necessary that all the 
protection and assistance be given to this coast. 

“Colonel Aldercron having ordered some. of those officers and men of the 
. Regiment who do not chuse to remain in India to embark on the Tavistock for 
Bombay in order to .be provided at that place with a passage to Europe, as 
the two ships dispatched from hence cannot accommodate the whole, it is 
ordered therefore that a copy of the Court of Directors* letter to the President 
and Council and of the Secret Committee’s letter to the President and Committee, 
dated the. ist of. February last, relating to the embarkation of the Regiment for 
Europe be transmitted to the Select Committee at Bombay, and that they be at 
the same time informed that the method intended to be practised here is only 
to g^ve the Commanders of the Ships orders to receive them on board as Charter- 
party Passengers. 

“ Agreed also to acquaint the Select Committee at Bombay and the Chiefs 
of Anjengo and Tellicherry of the advices received since we wrote last. 

“ Ordered that another letter to the Secret Committee advising of the 
Resolution in Bengal be prepared to be sent to Bombay by the Tavistock and 
by Pattamar, to be forwarded from thence in the most expeditious manner to 
England.” 


After reading the above volumes I examined some of the military bundles 
which contain many letters of interest. A letter from Clive contains the follow- 
ing;— 

6th July 1^36 . — “ Fort St. David. It is recommended to us particularly to 
avoid hazardous enterprises; were hazardous enterprises ever undertaken by 
men of prudence but in desperate circumstances, and can there be more effec- 
tive method, though if to save her settlements from the hazardous enterprises 
of our enemies, than by the vigorous assistance of His Majesty’s squadron” 


As I was only fourteen days at Madras my research was not as extensive 
as I could wish, but I trust an opportunity may be afforded me to resume the 
investigation of the Madras Records. The Records I found were neatly 
arranged and well protected from damp and dirt. The most ancient muniments 
have, however, suffered from past neglect and must perish or become utterly 
undecipherable in the course of a few years. They should be at once printed 
in the same form that the ancient Bombay and Surat Consultations and Letters 
have been printed under my editing in the Selections from the Bombay State 
Papers (Home Series). Selections from some of the more ancient Madras 
documents have already been printed but they are too meagre to be of any 
use to the historical student. Something approaching to a facsimile is wanted 
;for him. 

In conclusion I may be permitted to express my obligations to Mr. C. H.. 
Dautre, Superintendent, Government Record Office, Madras, and J. S. D’Cruz, 
of the same, for the assistance they rendered me in my research. 

G. W. FORREST, 

Officer in charge 6f_ the Records 

of the Govt, of India, 


G. l.C. P. O.— So. SO2 F. D.— 3I-S-91.— 2S0. 



Tuesday, tHe 28‘\ 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Charles Floter, Esq*;, President Sf Qovernour. • 
Edward Croke. 

Eichard Prince. 

Alexander Wtnch. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

William Holt. 

Foss Westcott. 

A letter from M'. Robert Clive read as enter’d hereafter setting forth that 
A Letter from M'. Rob«. ciire concerning on Rs he is inform’d the Eev^ M*. Fordyce 
affiurs between him and M'.Fotdycc. some days since pief err’d a Complaint to 

the Board against him. He therefore requests they will Examine into the 
Cause of the said Complaint, of his Justification. Whereupon the Secretary is 

. They ate both ordered to attend y*. Board for a Ordered tO SummonS the Eeverend M'. For- 

***”*“s- dyce taattend on Friday next at 9 oClock 

in the Forenoon. When its agreed to hold a Consultation to examine into this 
Affair, and that he bring with him such Persons as he* thinks necessary to 
prove what he has to Alledge against M'. Clive, who is also ordered to give his 
attendance at that time. 


Signed 

CHARLES FLOTER. 

99 

EDW. CROKE. 

99 

STRINGEE LAWRANCE. 

99 

RICH®. PRINCE. 

• 99 

W. HOLT. 

99 

A. WYNOH. 


To— tThe Hok’ble Charles Floter, Esq^, President & Governour, Conncil of 
Fort S‘. David. 

Son’ble Sir & Sirs, — I have been informed that the Eeverend M. 
Fordyce some days ago preferr’d a Complaint against me to your Honour, &“/ 
this therdore is to request that your Honour, will be pleased to examine 
mto the Cause of the Said Complaint for the Justification of 

Your most ohed*. humble Servant, 

Signed EGBERT CLIYE. 

Fort, 

<38“ February 1748-9. 

132 P. D. • 
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Eriyday, the S'"*. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Ohables Plotbii, President Sf Oovernour. 

Edwabd Choke. 

■Riohabd Pbinoe. 

Alexander Wynch. 

Stringer Lawranoe. 

■William Holt. 

Poss Vbstoott. 

«****« 


A Letter from the Eeverend MS. Pordyce read as Enter’d hearafter setting 

T » » Intention to 

a e er rom . r . trouble the Board with the AfTairs between 


M'. Clive and him, and that he only mention’d it to the Govcrnour and Major 
Lawrance, as he thinks their knowing it, may be Conducive to favour a further 
Prosecution of M'. Clive and his Accomplices, apprehending there is no proper 
■Courts of Judicature in these parts to try it, however as it is their Orders; he 

proceedings relating to the Affair between him & • shall attend at thc appointed Pimc. PIlC 
M'. Bob*. Clive. Gentlemen on hearing the Contents of this 

Letter, are a good deal surpriz’d that M'. Pordyce should now say, he never in- 
tended to trouble them with the affair, as all his Conduct hitherto, so evidently 
Evince the Palsity of such an Assertion. Por on the IG*** or 17*'’ TJltimo, he 
•waited on the President and Strenuously desired that the affair might be heard 
' Proceedings reiai*. to tbe Affair between M'. before him and the Gentlemen of Council, 
Fordyco&M'. Clive. Saying y’’ if such things were taken no 

notice of, it might be pernicious Consequence, to which the Governour return’d 
him for Answer that he was then very busy on Despatching the Porto Bello for 
Europe, and had. not time to examine his Complaints, but that when she was 
sail’d tWe should be a Consultation held on purpose (Major Lawrance & M'. 
Bouroheir were present at the greatest part of his discourse). On the IQ*** follow- 
ing being Sunday the Governour sent for him between the hours of 8 & 10 in 
the forenoon, and spoke to him in words to this Effect. You have made a 
Complaint to me concerning your being Assaulted by Ensign Clive, set forth 
the same in writing, addressing it to me and the Council, and it shall be exa- 
min’d into ; to which M*. Pordyce replied he would, and ask’d if it must, be 
ready against day, but the Governour told him there was no occasion for that, 
as they were still busy in despatching the Porto Bello. Prom these Circum- 
stance it appears pretty plain that M'. Pordyce (notwithstanding what he says 
in his Letter) did fully intend to bring this Affair before the Board, and that 
he had altered his mind ; But what were his reasons for so doing are but im- 
perfectly known ; however the Board have been credibly informed that the 
Gentlemen he designed for his Evidencys desir’d him to excuse their appear- 
ence, telling him that what they could say upon the Occasion would not 
be such to his advantage, as to their knowledge he had not been wanting to 
Asperse the Characters of most of the Hon’ble Board, as also of several other per- 
sons, and had made use of many Expressions very unbecoming a Man of his 
Punction, .and as M^ Pordyce might possibly be conscious of the truth of this, 
and of the bad light he must consequently appear in if the Affair was examin’d 
to the bottom ? ’tis no wonder he should chuse to decline it, and to refer the 
prosecution of it to Europe, where he would not Labour under the Disadvant- 
age of having his character so thoroughly known. But M’. Clive being aware 
of the great advantage M'. Pordyce would have in accusing him in his absence, 
B<equests the Board would be pleased to bring the matter to a hearing before 
Proceedings reiat*. to the Affair between M'. them, in Order that the Same may appear ■ 
Pordyce & M'. aive. ^ upon our Kecords for his Justification. 

In compliance with which Bequest *Ifa agreed to make the best enquiry we. can 
into this Affair, and to that end M'. Pordyce is now call’d before the Board, . 
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and desir’d to acquaint tliem witli tlie particulars of the Assault he says M'- Olive- 

M'.Fordyeo delivers in a protest. lum, whereupon he deliver 

mto the Secretary s hand a Protest with a 
pagoda, desiring the same inay he enter’d after this Consultation, and that he may- 
have an Attested Copy of it, which Protest being read sets forth. That as M.'* 
Clive has desir’d that the Violence and Riot should he heard and try’d here 
before the Hon’hle the Governour & Council in & with a Sinister view of eluding 
the Just Sentence of the Law usually Inflicted in such Criminal Oases, by 
alledging that he has already been tryed here, or such Subterfuge & Evasion, 
and that therefore he cannot he tryed a second time any where else; He (M^* 
Erancis Eordyce) therefore Protests against and forbids this cause to be bear’d 
or try’d, directly or indirectly before the Hon’ble Board, for special reasons he 
need not mention, they being well known : The Board having directed it to be 
enter’d and an attested Copy to he delivered to Eordyce, then asked him if 

Behaves rudely to the Board. disputed their Authority, tO which he 

gave them no direct answer, but being 
ask’d the same a second time, he rudely replied he would answer no Question’s, 
and so left the room abruptly, which so extraordinary Behaviour being taken 
into consideration, the Gentlemen are Unanimously of Opinion, that as it is 
Evident he disputes their Authority, aifi* for his Insolence Behaviour, he is no 

longra worthy to he entotained in the 
Service of the Hon ble Company, from 
which ’Its agreed he be dismiss’d and the Secretary is ordered to acquaint him 
therewith, and that his allowances will cease from this day. Then the 
Gentlemen directed M'- Clive to he call’d in, as also Mess”- Dalton & Worth, . 
whom M'* Eordyce in his protest accuses of being his accomplices, and the 
said protest being read to^ them M’’- Clive is desired to acquaint the Board -with 
the particulars of the Affair, when he replied as follows 

That being at Dinner with Mess"* Dalton & Worth on or about the 16”’ day 

n.. Cita mp-iiio. o..t .iTcdr. BantooUam. aey told him 

M'* Eordyce had said to a Gentleman in 
publick Compy. that he was a Scoundrel and a Coward, and that he had shook 
his Cane over him in the presence of M'* Levy Moses, M’* Clive further says 
that some time before this he had been inform’d by Capt"* Cope that M'- 
Eordyce did in Conversation with him threaten to break every Bone in his Skin, 
and he says that these repeated abuses so irritated him that he could not for- 
bear on meeting M'* Eordyce in Cuddalore to reproach him with his Beha- 
viour, which he told him was so injurious he could bear it no longer, and there- 
upon struck him two or three times with his Cane, which at last M'* Eordyce 
returned and then clos’d in -with him, but that they were presently parted by 
Captain Lucas who happen’d to be by. M’’* Clive further observes that he is not 
the only person who hasbeen abus’d and Calumniated by M** Eordyce, who had 
also aspers’d the Character of M'* Joseph Eowke, by saying he was a dark de- 
signing Villain, that he would slit his Nose the first time he met him, and that 
he had knock’d him under the Table at the Governours, He further says M'* 
Eordyce had told Capt. Dalton at M’'* Beloches’s that if every body would dis- 
course the Governour in the manner he had done, it would dter affairs greatly, 
and that be had talk’d to him till he make him quake or shake in his Shoes, or 
words to that effect. M'* Clive also says M?* Lindsay told him he had heard 
M"^* Eordyce say that M"* Bulkley was a Scoundrel and a Coward, and that he 
had shook his Cane at him as he had done at M'* Clive. M'* Clive further says 
he threaten’d to thrash M'* Bourcheir, and that he had declar’d to several people, 
he had taken a-u ay Gentlemen’s Swords before now, and would pull of his Cano- 
nicals at any time to do himself J ustice ; and lastly M’^* Clive says M'* Lennox 
told him that M'* Eordyce was generally shunn’d & detested both at St. Helena 
and the West Coast on account of his medling Disposition w"* render’d him 
disagreeable and obnoxious to every one. 


Signed 


ROBERT CLIVE. 


To— The Hox’bm Chaems Flotee, Esq*-., President & GKjvemonr of Fort S‘. David, 

Council. 


Sir’s, — I have received M^* Bourchier’s Lettefrs of yesterday’s date signifying 
your direction that I should attend you next Eriday to prove my Allegation 
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against Robert Olivo for Assaulting mo, and in nnsu'cr llicrelo I bog leave to 
acquaint you that it never was nor is my Intention to give yon any trowbicin 
that affair having only mentioned it to tho Governour and "Major J/iwrance, 
as I then thought and do now that their knowing of it might he soraowliat 
Conducive to favour a further Prosecution of M/' Clive and his accomplices, 
since I apprehend there is not a proper Courts of .Tudicatnre in these parts, 
whore to try it, and as I conceive that no part of Urn Laws of Lngland can 
justify M'* llobcrt Clive or any other person in assaulting a clerk much less 
a Clergyman ? However ns it is your orders I shall attend at the Appointed 
Time, who am with Respect 


Respect.— Sin's 
Your most obcdiciit & most 


Otjddalohe, 

P* Jfarck 174B-9» 


Humble Servant, 


* ^ Reverend jyj^. 


fOi. 

r trouble w 

. ^^«?Tt>tion’d it oided, assisted, Spirited up and 

■Whereas Ensign ^ert Olive ^®JJ|^-wortnr oh oMbut;^fira^ij,c 10'^ of 
jetted by Lieutenants John Halctreat the ^Icvcrcnd M V pyj-rancis 

ebruary last) did Assault and order, and against the P^j.jjQrs..acc of 

She! Clerk, contrary to all Law andjooa ibe Said ^ Robert 

lur Sovereign Lord the ^ lieard and try d bcr^jjatcnts.ycforc the 

aonourabie the 


Signed 


PHAN. PORDYCE. 


reasons I need not 
by me in Port S*' 
March l’74i8-9. 


Signed PR AN. POREYCE (LS.) 




I IS» F. ».-l».S4IS-S00l. 



. Bengal Public Oonsultations, 1750. 


Port William, May 1760. 

« 

To— The Hok’ble Adam Dawsoit, Esq., President and Governor and Council. 

Hon’ble Siu and Sirs, — P ursuant to your orders of the 16th instant for 
sounding the river and laying the buoys, I repaired on hoard the Mermaid 
sloop the 20th ; the other sloops appointed to assist on this occasion were the 
JSawke and two hired sloops, aud Pilots, Messrs. Ashton, Smith and Gragg with all 
the masters and sloops’ people that were from other duty, and in condition to go 
down the same day weighed, the wind southerly and worked down to Pudge- 
Budge where we anchored towards evening. 

The 21st, about noon, weighed and sounded down to Ryapoor Sand, the wind 
very strong at S.S.W.; we run up again to Myapoor, where we anchored towards 
evening. 

The 22nd, weighed again about noon, the wind continuing as above ; we 
sounded from Myapoor through Ryapoor Reath, Hog River, Fulta; over the 
James and Mary Sand, the middle ground of Oookerahutty, and down to the 
upper jjart of the Diamond Sand, where we anchored towards evening. 

The 23rd in the morning weighed again, wind at S.S.W., strong gales ; met 
the flood off Chingary, where we anchored at noon ; weighed again and worked 
down to Rangafuila, where we anchored for the sloops to wood. 

The 24ith, at noon, weighed, the wind as above, and sounded to Channel 
Creek and across the E. and W. channel, and took particular notice how the 
buoy of the Mizen lay, which was laid in Novembei’, by the last year’s bearings, 
which we think proper should lay and not bo moved until further occasion; we 
worked down to Khedgerio and anchored in the evening. 

The 25th, about 2 in the afternoon, weighed from Khedgerie and sounded 
through the passage Cowcolly ; we laid a buoy on the N. W. extremity of the 
middle ground with the following bearings : the uppermost of the bamboo bushes 
west, lower point of Khedgerie N.N.E. in about 16 feet at low water ; we 
anchored, the flood coming in, two miles below the buoy. 

The 26th weighed about noon with winds as above, very fresh and a great 
sea, and sounded all the way down to the broken ground where we laid a buoy 
with bearings as follows : Ingillie Tree N. W. ; Hummorks'of Saugor S.E. to 
S,E.- 2 -E. in about 20 feet at low water ; the sloop which we placed at the BarrabuUa 
head, bearing S. S. W. ; here abreast of the buoy sounded over the tail of the 
middle ground and across the channel, of which we shall take further notice in 
the general remarks, and the flood coming in, we anchored. 

The 27th in the morning weighed and made several boards before the flood 
came in, and anchored again a little short of the Barrabulla Head ; about noon 
weighed again, and we having the buoy intended to be laid at the Fairway, 
aboard the Mermaid, I ordered one sloop over towards the Long sand, the better 
to get a sight of Saugor and to bring it to bear N.E. of them, and another 
sloop to lay at the tail of the Barrabulla for marks ; when the above sloops 
were in their proper stations and showed their signals, we took their bearings and 
laid the buoy of the Fairway, vis., eastmost sloop or Saugor H. E., westmost 
sloop or edge of the Barrabulla N. by E.^E. in about 23 feet at low water. 

Bemark the Ist.—lv. our above proceedings have found no sensible alter- 
ations in sounding till we came down to the E. and W. channel, where to the 
south-eastward of the buoy of the Monow, where was last year 9 or 10 feet at 
low water, is not above 6 feet ; that in crossing over, care must be taken not 
to haul to the S.E. of the buoy, but round it to the westward in coming up ; and 
if a leading wind, and can see Channel Greek trees, keeping them E.N.E. or 
betwixt that E, by N. is a good leading mark over the flat till you come into 
deeper water, or even quite over. 
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MemarJe the 2nd, — ^Tlie passage of Oowcolly is much the same, water as last 
year but somewhat lower down,, as may bo perceived by comparing the Wrings 
of the buoys this year with the last. 

Memarh the 3rd. — ^Prorri. the buoy of the broken ground eastward over the 
tail of the middle ground is 3 fathoms at low water ; and from the buoy westward 
quite across the channel found, but 3^ fathoms, and this shoal water continues 
down to the Barrabulla Head about miles, where it is not safe for a ship of 
large draught of water to anchor on an ebb tide. 

The Calcutta sloop that returned up with Mr. Scott the pilot sick, the 
18th, I had given orders to Henry Walters, the Master, to proceed immediately 
down again to the road, but after leaving the town myself, finding it necessary 
to keep her to assist in laying the buoys, I kept her until wo had laid the buoy 
of the Pairway, and discharged her this evening to proceed pursuant to order. 

The 28th we, with the Sauolee and Mermaid^ bore up for Ingellee, it being 
quite necessary to repair the damage received' to their sails by the boisterous 
weather we had agoing down, where I loft them the 29th in the morning with 
orders to Mr. Ashton and Smith to repair into Ballasoro road as soon as the wea* 
ther should permit. 

I am, with duo respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, 
JONATHAN RANSON, 

^he 30th April 17B0. Master Attendant. 


Exd.«— J. W. DeB. 



PUBLIC DESPATCHES to ENGLAND, 1760-1751. 


Gcnl. No. I.*'. 

TO TIIK HONOR AIUjH THE COURT OK DIRECTORS 

Tor Affairs of tlic Honorable the United Company of Merchants of England 
Trading to the Hast Indies. 

HONOURABLE 

*■•«««■»* 

Fourthly of Country Government. 

30. Your Honour.*? wore advised by tbo Elizabeth of tho Capital of the 
Kingdom of Tanjour being besoiged and drove to great streigbts by the Ereneb 
in conjunction with Mnstapha Jing and Chunda Saib, and tho little possibility 
there was if not succoured by N.azar Jung (who was daily expected) of its 
being able to hold ot«t much lon^r; soon after that ships dispatcli, on the 
news of bis having entered the province and detached part of his army for the 
relitf of that place, they broke up the siege .and returned in so precipitate a 
manner that they left the major part of their battering cannon and mortars 
behind them, besides the loss they sustained in the siege by sickness com- 
puted to be near five hundred Europeans. In their retreat they suffered little 
though continually harrassed by the ilonalttis detached for that purpose by 
Nazar Jung, and got into Pondicherry about the time he arrived at Arcot, -who 
after some .'Jtny "there bent his march to Tervedy tAventy-fivc miles to the 
westward of this place from whence he sent a vackcel to the late President 
demanding as«istance of stich force as could bo spared to act in conjunction 
with him" against tho common enemy, who by this time h.ad again taken 
the fieid and encamped about twenty miles to the south-west of Pondicherry, 
and bv the disposition they had made .ccemed resolved to stand an engagement. 
There* number was about one thous.nnd Europejins, two thousand Seapoys and 
Coffrce.s, with a large train of Artillery; abo fifteen thousand Horse, belonging 

, to Mustapha Jung and Chunda Saib. 

Core.* - . nTfi. Accordingly order.s were given to Captain 

Cope to march from Trichinopoly with the detachment under his. command, 

, .. , and jMajor Lawrance shortly joined the 

Cor.*!* 10^' Mfttrii. V/i i i ^ % 

army with what troops could be spared 
from this »»arrison, soon after which the whole army marched tow.ards the 
° Erench, who after a day’s cannonading at 

cen.f 31" . arc i. great a distance to do any damage re- 

treated once more in so precipitate a manner as to l<*ave ten pieces of cannon 
and two cohorns, being the major part of their train, behind them ; the people 
belon"in" to which were cut to jiicccs. The Morattas pursued them as soon as 
they 'iiacl notice of their flight but with little effect, and they again got safe 
into Pondicherry. IHustapha Jung, who drew his party from Chunda Saih, 
the next day threw himself at Nazar Jung’s feet, was immediately ordered under 
confinement and still remains so. After the rctrc.at of the Erench and Chunda 
Saib Nazar Jung encamped at a place called Waldoor, about seven miles to the. 
westward of Pondicherry but did not chuse to approach nearer. Major Law- 
rance and SP. Wcstcott having informed him our troops could not act in any 
siiape against the Erench where they were principals, which must be the case, 
were they to advance into their bounds. In this encampment he continued a 
month, when decamping for Arcot he requested our troops might accompany 
him but the gentlemen insisting on having the grants of the Punoomalee 
country given them before they stirred,he went away without vouchsafing them 
an answer, on which the Ambassadoi-s seeing the little dependence there was on 
him and the great expence the company were at in keeping the troops in the 
field, they were ordered to return hither^where they anived the 22”^ April. 

37. Not long after the return of our troops and Nazar Jung’s being arrived 
at Arcot, the Erench in conjunction with Chunda Saib marched out again, 
■rava*^ein" and laying waste the country which they put under contribution 
whenever they came, and at length arrived at Tervedy, which after some resist- 
807 K. 
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ance they took, and from thence detached a party to Cliellemhrum situated about 
tweaty-five .miles to the south-west o£ this place, where after having plundered 
the suburbs, demanded a large sum from the Havildar promisin g not to molest the 
pagoda, which they had almost received, when Mahomud Ally wrote to the late 
President acquainting him of the above circumstances and moreover that the 
Prench were entrenching themselves at Tervedy which place they were also forti- 
„ . , fying, assuring him of a sannad was being 

drawn out for us for the Poonamalce coun- 
try which was lodged in the hands of a substantial merchant at Arcotand to be 
delivered to us on his commencing his Nabobship which would be in September ; a 
copy he sent for the Governor and Council’s perusal and at the same time a bill of 
exchange for twenty thousand rupees to defray the expences of our troops for two 
months in lieu of the revenues of Poonamalce for that time. The above circum- 
stances being duly weighed, and the Prench having declared that they were resolv- 
ed to make Ohunda Saib Nabob against all opposition, which if they bad accom- 
plished would most certainly have been of the worst consequence to your affairs, it 
was determined that our troops should once more take the field and act in conjunc- 
tion with’ Mahomud Ally who was coming from Arcot with a body of Horse and by 
that means put a stop to the rapid progress .of the Prench andChunda Saib, who 
were spreading destruction wherever they came. AccordinglyCaptain Cope march- 
out with six hundred men and a field train on the 30*’’ June and joined the Nabob 
of the west-ward of Tervedy, from which place the Prench retreated leaving a 
garrison within, as also from before Chellumbrum without receiving the stipulated 
sum. Since our troops continued encamped till the middle of August, when find- 
ing there was little probability of coming to action, the Prench and Chunda Saib 
being again come out and encamped within a mile of them to the northward 
of Tervedy, and considering a state of inactivity could be of no manner of 
advantage to the Nabob’s affairs and only a heavy charge to your Honours, 
as his people could never be induced to make an attack and was out of our 
power to do, and the officers and men daily falling sick, Major Lawrance with 
the advice of Messr" Starke and Powney, who were the only Acting Council on 
the spot, recalled the troops who immediately came in. A few days after the 
French embraced the opportunity, fell upon the Nabob’s army, which' they 
dispersed, burnt his camp, and he with such part of his scattered troops as 
could be gathered together retreated to Gingey, whither he was pursued by the 
French ; but not chusing to trust himself in that fortress, went further inland 
and the. Prench possessed themselves of the stronghold of Gingey. 

38. The present designed for Nazar Jung and his officers being ready, which 

ir . sundry camp charge amounts to 

Const°' Z60> JTarcli. t, j o- bip -rrr ... 

Pagodas 2o,7l6, Mr. Westcott set out 
to join Major Lawrance, for the particulars of which embassy we beg 
leave to refer you to the account delivered in by the Ambassadors at 
their return, and shall only observe that after repeated promises that their 
affairs should be settled to their satisfaction, finding nothing granted, and that 
it would be to little purpose to continue any longer at so fruitless an expence, 
they returned the 22”® April. 

39. Mahomud Ally. has been appointed Nabob of Arcot. We have receiv- 
ed from him a grant of the Trevenda- 
parum country for the services rendered 
him. 


Constn. 26th Feby. 


*• 


* 


78. 


That we might the better comply with your orders on this head, w’e 
Pnn.ta 9 <«a n-f appointed a committee of accounts, whose 

• report we now transmit you with what 
original papers relating to the squadron we could find, an account of the 
Madras claims, and list of Madras books. We promise your Honours that your 
books, accounts, and everything relating to your affairs shall be kept in re- 
gular order, and the necessary sent you in the same manner as was usual before 
the loss of IFort S‘. George, and a very strict scrutiny made into all accounts. 
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81. No books or accounts have been transmitted us since tbe, loss of 
Fort S‘. George. We have now ordered .the Deputy Governor and^ Council to 
be punctual in forwarding them to us by the conveyances that offer, when we 
shall appoint a Committee for their inspection as usual. 

******* 

We are, 

Honourable 

Your faithfull humble Servants^ 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 
RICHARD STARKE. 

HENRY POWNEY, 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROSS WESTCOTT, 

ALEXR WYNCH. . 


TO THE HONOURABLE THE COURT OP DIRECTORS 

For Affairs of the Honourable tbe United Company of Merchants trading to tbe 
East Indies. 

Honourable, 

««-»*«** 

9. We have acquainted your Honours with the late revolutions by the 
death of Nazar Jung and the steps we had taken induced thereto from the best 
judgement we could then make, by what we could learn from the camp before 
Pondicherry ; though this treachery was agreeable to the disaffected party 
in Nazar Jung’s camp who "had been bribed by the French, yet when it was 
perceived a French settlement was become the metropolis of the province, 
every thing was Governed by their Councils, the treasure and jewels mostly 
possessed by them, and several large districts were to be granted, it occasioned 
a great discontent and murmuring and it was whispered that as soon as Mus- 
tapha Jung should have passed the bounds of this province it would break out 
into a flame. Sensible of this he engaged a French escort and had marched as 
far as Rachooty, a country under the Government of the Cuddapah Nabob, 
about five days- distant from Arcot, when we learn from our Vackeel 
at Arcot, that Cuddapah and Cundanore Nabobs first shewed their resentment, 
jMustapha Jung having contrary to his promise marched through their country 
by Avbich means it became subject to the plunder of the Morattas. They 
seized some French Horse and stoped their ammunition which brought on a 
general engagement wherein Mustapha Jung and part of the French were 
killed on one side, and on the other the Cundanore and Servanah Nabobs lost 
their lives. Nizam Ally Cawn, Nazar Jung’s brother was proclaimed; he is by 
slow marches proceeding to Golcondah. ’Tis said the friends of the Cuddapah 
and Cundanore Nabobs are raising forces to oppose him. What effect thif 
may have on the Arcot province we cannot say. Nizam Ally Cawn is a youth 
of eighteen years, several of tbe French party are near him, and whether to 
exterpate the whole family of the Nizam would not be acceptable at Court is a 
matter of speculation. Mahomed Ally Cawn ■ is safe at Triebinopoly, who we 
have advised to push his interest at Court and raise troops to oppose his 

nemies. 

10. It is a satisfaction to us to observe to your Honours that the measures 
we have pursued have at least prevented the province from falling entirely 
under French Councils, and wm it in the power of the country Government t 
settle their own affairs, we might now hope to see the country once more h 
flourishing condition, but this not to be effected; *tis with concern that 


Fori St. George. 
1 he 24th October 
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the greatest confidence we , can assure you the French plan is to seize what 
part of the province they ’ find necessary to their interest without the least 
regard to the laws of nations. The late action has no douht given a check to 
their schemes, hut they, are still resolved to, support Chunda Saih in his pre- 
tentions to the Arcot Government, and will probably insist on the places granted 
them by Mustapha Jung which will be the occasion of further troubles. We 
can only beg leave to refer your Honours to our request on this subject. 

^ * »' « . * 

We are, 

Fort David, Honourable, 

54'* February J750~61. Your faithfull humble Servts., 

THOS. SAUNDERS, 

RICH®* STARKE, 
CHARLES EODDAM, 

✓ 

HENRY POWNEY, 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROSS WESTCOTT, 

ALEX“- WYNCH. 
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Bengal Public Consultations. 1751. 


Fort ‘William, 9tli May 1751. 

At a Consultation, Peksent : 

The Hon’ble Adam; Dawson, Esq., Fresident. 
'Messes. TFilliam Fxtche. 

John Holland. 

Eooee Deake. 

Edwabd Holden Ceuttenden. 
TTilliam "Watts. 

Thomas Bheeow. 

Chaeles Manningham. 

Eichaed Beeohee. 

^lu, James Blackford, continuing indisposed. 


To tbe Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., President, Governor, &o., Council. 

Hon’ble Sie & SiBS, — Pursuant to your Honor, &c., orders of the 22nd 
ultimo, I weighed from Calcutta the 24th ultimo, with the Mermaid^ Grantham 
and Ratoke sloops, and Messrs. Ashton, Smith and Eobertson, Pilots; the Calcutta 
sloop being in company, where was Messrs. Pinatz and Crummys, Pilots, 
ordered to make the best of their way to Balasore road, but she happening to 
ground a little below Surmans garden, we lay by her the remaining part of 
the ebb, and she got ofE with the flood. 

The 25th, in the morning, we weighed, haying the latter part of an ebbtide 
with the uiud out of the Eastern Board a light breeze, but it freshening 
towards low water. We overhauled the whole flood and by high water was 
down to Ingilli, having carefully sounded all the way here and tbe wind 
hauled round to the southward ; that we boarded all the way down to the Fulta, 
and sounded clear through the channel ; and also, when it was near low water, 
run up aback of the Fulta Sand called the Western Channel, having the three 
sloops in a line abreast, and made some boards down again the same channel, 
but the flood coming in, we anchored at Fulta about 6 in the afternoon off the 
Dutch Banksauls. 

The 26th, at noon, weighed from Fulta, the wind fresh, southerly; we stood 
over into the "Western Channel and boarded through and so proceeded down, 
sounding all the way, till about 4 in the afternoon anchored at Eogues Biver ; 
squally, rain, thunder and lightening for about two hours in the night, weighed 
and went down to Eang-a-Fulla for the sloops to wood. 

The 27th, at noon, weighed from Eang-a-Fulla, the wind very fresh at 
S.S.W. ; sounded down to Channel Creek, and across the East and West Channel, 
.and laid there a buoy on the S.W. extremity of the Mirson for crossing over 
with these bearings : — 

Channel Creektrees H. E. to E. f E. 

Gullingham Island W. Point N. E. to N. 

Kedgerie hightrees W. | S. 

Lower point of Eedgerie S.S.W. f W. 

in about 18 or 19 feet at low water, the flood coming in about 6 in the after- 
noon, we anchored a little below the buoy, and the night- tide got into the 
Kedgerie road. 
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Tlic 28th, at noon, weighed, wind fresh at S.S.W. ; drove down with an 
easy sail to CowcoUy ; here is a buoy laid belonging to the Dutch j laid near the 
extremity of the flat of the shore with the following hearings 

Kedgerie point N. to E. § B. 

Uppermost Bamboo Bush W. ^ S. 

in about 18 or 19 feet at low water, from hence this same tide we boarded 
down in sight of the buoy of the broken ground, and then bore up to lay a 
buoy at Ingilli, with the following bearings, the — 

Bamboo Bush, N. E. f E. 

Ingilli trees, N.N.W. ^ W. 
in 4i| fathoms at low water for a leading buoy. 

Erom the above proceedings I have found no sensible alterations on the 
soundings till we came down in the East and "West Channel ; but before I speak of 
that it may be proper to say somewhat in favor of the channel aback of Eulta 
Sand, as the other channels are so very narrow that the eddes reach from the 
shore right over to the sands ; that after half flood, with a strong tide, it is not 
practicable to get through without a stiff leading wind; therefore it is the 
pilot’s opinion (that were with me) as well as my own, that the Western 
Channel, coming up with the flood, is much the safest ; and that it may be more 
frequently practised, it may not be impertinent to give the necessary instruc- 
tions to those who, for want of opportunity for satisfying themselves herein, 
may still be doubtful. 

Being off New Town or thereabout, haul over to the mouth of Jasore River, 
so as to leave the shore of New Town a little open to the point of the said river 
to avoid a shoal in the mouth of it, as this brings the next grove of trees below 
Hcg River, on the point opposite the village of Eulta by the time you have 
Jasore River fairly open ; this is a good leading naark till you begin to open 
Eulta Creek, then haul over towards Eulta to avoid a flat extending from the 
said point to near mid river ; the shoalest water entering the channel is near 
abreast of the upper point of Jasore River, which is about 20 feet at low water, 
and that only for a cast or two, and then you fall into 4 or 6 fathoms ; the 
deepest water is to the shore, but you will meet with some overfalls as 4, 5 and 
6 fathoms, but not less than 4, until you come to haul over to, the westward ; 
then 3^ and 3 fathoms according as you borrow upon Eulta Sand. After being 
fully entered this channel and the wind should be in the eastern bank, you 
may safely borrow upon the Sand as you think convenient. 

The alteration in the East and West Channel referred as above, is occa- 
sioned by the Merson extending further over to the westward, and likewise 
somewhat higher up for the bearings of the Thawtmark, where we have, laid 
the Buoy is altered a point of the compass, and the head of the middle ground 
is shifted near the same in proportion. 

After laying the Buoy as above at Ingilli, went into the river where Mr. 
William Viearry, Pilot of the Fort St. Oeorge sloop, came on board and ac- 
quainted me that the 20th instant April he anchored at the Buoy of the broken 
ground, being on his way down to Balasore road ; the wind that night from 
the E.S.E. to S.S.E. blowing very hard; that both him and the Master Attend- 
ant were on deck till 12 o’clock, then laid down to sleep, giving the charge to 
Pallison, who had the watch, to keep agood look-out, and to call him if occasion 
required ; that betwixt 2 and 3 in the morning he was surprised out of his sleep 
and almost thrown off his cot with a stroke the sloop gave upon the ground. 
When he got upon deck he found the cable parted unknown to the watch; that 
she took several heavy strokes and struck off her rudder, which cannot bo found 
since ; and ns it was about highwatcr, she beat up near the Sand banks, about 
3 miles below the point of Ingilli; that when the w'ater had ebbed from hei’, 

• ho got all the sails and arms and people’s provisions from her ashore and made 
a tent, expecting the next highwatcr might make her a wreck ; and that whilst 
they were there in this situation a party of Morattoes horse surprised them, 
wiicn they happened to bo dispersed, and plundered their tent of all the arms, 
cut the sails ail to pieces, went on board the sloop, as she was then dry, and 
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plundered and spoiled whatever came to their hands, dangerously wounded one 
of the Europeans on the arm, and carried the boatswain ofE ' to their camp, 
which was about 4 or 6 miles off from the place, but afterwards sent him back 
again. 

The 29 til , — We had the wind so strong at S.S.W. that forced the Calcutta 
sloop into this river for shelter, having broken the ring of one of their anchors. 
I ordered them, one for the room of it out of the Mermaid. 

This afternoon I went by land to the Fori St. Q-eorge, taking with me 
Messrs. Ashton, Smith, Robertson and Vicarry, with all the Europeans belonging 
to the four sloops under arms ; we had about 13 miles walk over the strand from 
our landing at the lower point, I found her as highting as the spring tides with 
the surf could lift her, and having made herself a dock about'3 or 4 feet deep 
on the sands her gripe was twisted all on one side, her scragg much battered, and 
the sheathing off in several places, but for want of proper materials to remove 
the sand could not see any further : at this time the low>water mark was near 
half a mile without her. 

The 30th. — Smith, a seaman, and some lascars belonging to the Fort St. 
George, quitted her this morning, alarmed, as they said, % the Morattoes-, on 
which I thought it expedient to know whether their commander was privy to 
the mischief they had done, and to the end dictated a letter to him and sent it 
by a messenger to his quarter, but the answer did not reach me till the morning 
I arrived in town, when it was brought me by one of our ohoaky boats, and the 
' same morning delivered to His Honour without knowing the contents. 

The first of May I called a survey upon the Fori St. George, present 8 
pilots— Messrs. Ashton, Smith and Robertson, who reported their opinion so near 
my own sentiments of the matter, that I am doubtful whether, after all the 
cliarge and expense in getting her off, she will be worth the money, for she is 
an old sloop, and must have a thorough repair the next year, had not this accident 
happened to her; and moreover not one good quality belonging to her; neverthe- 
less, I am of opinion that a trial may be made at a more favourable season 
when less surf upon the shore, and in the meanwhile to get her masts, kintlage, 
and everything out of her in which time better judgment may be formed. 

The 2nd in the morning I gave orders to Messrs, Smith and Robertson to 
proceed into Balasore road with the Grampxirs and Saioke sloops. The 
Calcutta sailed yesterday, pursuant to orders given at town, and my longer stay 
here could be of no consequence. 

I came away in the forenoon and arrived in town the fourth instant. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, 

Calcxitta, I JONATHAN RANSON, 

The 6th May 1751. j Master Attendant. 


Port William, 30th May 1751. 
At a OONSUliTATION, PnESllNT: 
The IIon’ele Adam Dawson, Esq., Prcsidcnf. 
Messrs. William Pytohe. 

.Todn Holland. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Ortjttenden. 

James Blaokeord. 

W^’iLLiAM Watts. 

Teomas Burrow. 

CeARLES MANNINGEATil. 

Riceard Beeoeer. 


The President laid before the Board a letter which he received from the 
Nabob demanding Ramkissen Sett to be sent him for baring brought down 
goods without paying the Muxadavad Syre Chowkey Duties. 

Ramkissen Sett being sent for was acquainted therewith and declaring that 
he never brought down any goods without the Hon’ble Company's dustick. 

Agreed that the President do write, in answer to the Nabob, that Rara- 
kissen Sett is one of the Company’s Dadney Merchants, and is a great debitor 
of the Company. That they are his enemies who with a show for truth have told 
this falsely of him in order to ruin him and detriment the Company’s affairs, and 
that he hopes and desires he will consider hereof and favour him so far as to 
desist from this demand that the Compat>y’s investment may not be impeded, 
and that we through his kindness may remain in their favour, &o. 

Ordered, the translate of the Nabob’s letter and the President’s answer to be 
entered after this Consultation. 


To the Hon'ble Adam Dawson, Esq. 

I have heard that Ramhissen Sett who lives in Calcutta, has carried goods 
to that place without paying the Muxidavad Syre Chowkey Duties. I am g^atly 
surprised and imagine he stands in no fear of any body, for which reason I 
write you and send a Chubdar to bring him, and desire you will be speedy in 
delivering him over as he may be soon here; be expeditious and act exactly as 
I have wrote. 

Muxidavad, I ALLYVERDI CAWN. 

20th May 1751. ) 


To Nabob Ailyvbrdi Cawn. 

I have received your Perwanna wherein you write that Ramkissen Sett, an 
inhabitant of Calcutta, has, brought into this place goods without paying the 
Muxidavad Syre Chowkey Duties, and have desired me to deliver him over to 
the Chubdar you sent on that purpose. 

Always there are such strong Ohowkeys set that it is not in any body’s 
power to bring the most trifling goods without paying the duties, and the 
Chowkeys how dare they let any body's goods pass without receiving the 
customs, it is very well-known that the Company's goods come with their dus- 
ticks, and Ramkissen Sett, his father, and grand-father were all the Company’s 
Dadney Merchants, and had business with them ; he is a great debtor, of the 



Company’s ; it is his enemies who liave with a show of truth told you this falsity 
of him with a view of ruining him and detrimenting the Company’s business 
which is carried on by Dadney Merchants, and never were any of them sent for ; 
and now if we send any of them, the Company’s business will be greatly impeded ; 
therefore I am in hopes and beg you will yourself consider oh this affair, and 
favour me so far as to let the old custom prevail, then the Company’s business 
will not in the least be detrimented, and we through your kindness shall remain, 
in the Company’s favpr. 


Fort William, 
The 30th May 1731. 


ADAM DAWSON. 
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Fort WilliaiDi 22nd June 1751. 

' At a CoNSTILTATION, PKBSE^!T : 
The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., President. 

. . • t . ' 

Messrs. William Ettche. 

John Holland. 

Roger Drake. 

Edward Holden Crhttbnden. 
James Blackford. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manninqham. 

Richard Beecher. 


The Book of Standing Orders h'ing on the table. 


The Consultations of the 20th and 2l8t being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

By the Dragon we received the following letters from the Hon’ble Thomas 
Saunders, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council at Port St. David, the 
one bearing date the 21st May, advising that the gentlemen at Tellicherry have 
wrote them their prospect is so good that if their superiors at Bombay approve 
of it, they would dispense with a ship from that side, that they have not heard 
anything from Bombay on this subject. That they observe the Dragon is 
ordered to be despatched from hence to Europe, but to touch there for advices, 
in which case if the 800 bales are not sufficient, they will be able to fill her up 
there, and as the Hon’ble Company has directed those ships that have been 
longest abroad should be despatched home first, they depend upon our sending 
the Brittannia to them as early as possible to be despatched from thence with 
a full lading in September for Europe, and desire us to put on Board the 
Charterparty tonnage of red wood and saltpetre, which will very much contribute 
to her early despatch from thence. 

The other, dated the 30th May, advising of their having sent us the full 
amount of the Dragon's treasure in Arcot rupees, as per invoice and bill of lading 
enclosed ; that since writing the foregoing letter, the gentlemen at Tillicherry 
have advised them of their having received orders from their superiors to buy 
no pepper, except under 90 rupees per candy, which being impracticable, has 
obliged them to desist from making any further purchases of that article ; there- 
fore, unless they should receive contradictory orders from Bombay, they will not 
have the quantity they before wrote them to put on board any ships that 
might be sent from that side. That as the disturbances in the country still 
subsist, the only manner left them to prevent the French from overrunning it, 
is the collecting so large a force as possible. They have been induced, it being 
apparently so for the Hon’ble Company’s interest, to detain the 22 recruits 
designed us by the Dragon, as they shall also what more may be sent out for 
this place, which they have been the readier engaged to, as they shall have so 
many opportunities of sending them to us as soon as they can possibly spare 
them. 



At a. Consultation, Pbe^ent ; 

The Hon’blb Adam Dawson, Esq., President. 

The Wobshipful Edwabd Etles, Esq. 

Messbs. William Ettchb. 

Eogeb Dbakb. 

Edward Holden Obuttrnden. . 

James Blackford. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manning ham. 

B.ICHARD Beecher. 

Mr. William Mackett acquaints tlie Board tliat two days ago lie heard Mr. 
Bodley say in the Registrar’s oflB.ee, in the presence of Messrs. Baldrick, Goddard 
Irwin and Western, that he knew the sum of Rs. 2,000 Arcot was paid by 
Mr. Orme on account of getting the administration from the Mayor’s Court of 
Captain Lloyd’s estate and effects. Mr. Irwin being sent for, says that he heard 
Mr. Bodley say that Mr. Jackson employed him as an attorney to get him the 
administration of Captain Lloyd’s effects ; that he accordingly applied to the then 
Mayor, Robert Massey, Esq., who told him that there were three or four bidders 
for that administration ; and that he would not relinquish it without an equi- 
Talent, or words to that purpose, judging liis share would come to about 
Rs. 2,000 ; and that Mr. Bodley declared he himself did not, directly or indirectly, 
receive the Rs. 2,000, and only received Rs. 300 from the executors on account 
of outcrys he made for Captain Lloyd deceased in his lifetime. 

Mr. Weston being sent for, says that he was in the Court and not in his 
ofBce when the gentlemen were discoursing there about this affair ; but a day or 
two before, he heard Mr. Bodley say, that he was sorry this affair was made for 
the sake of tbe memory of Mr. J ackson. 

Mr. Goddard being sent for, says that about two or three days ago, as they 
were talking of this affair in the Registrar’s appartment, that he heard Mr. 
Bodley talk a good deal on this subject, but does not remember the particulars, 
and judges from the whole he said, he knows a good deal of this matter. Being 
asked if he heard Mr. Bodley acknowledge the receipt of this Rs. 2,000, or 
absolutely deny it, replied that he cannot, and therefore will not charge him 
with it ; and as to the conversation in the Registrar’s oflBce, he remembers no more 
of it. 

Mr. Baldrick being sent for, says that, in discoursing in the Registrar’s oflBce 
about the Rs. 2,000, Messrs. Bodley and Goddard were talking about it, and as 
■ to further particulars he did not take any further notice than hearing Mr. 
Bodley say that he received Rs. 300 for services done, on which he looked into 
the account and found that sum charged therein. 

Mr. Erankland acquaints the Board that on Saturday last he was at Mr. 
Bodley’s house, when Mr. Bodley told him that he heard his name was mentioned 
in the general letter in regard to a bribe given, to which he replied that hfs 
name was not mentioned, but that there was notice taken of Rs. 2,000 Aieat 
given as a bribe to some members of the Court, upon which he said* he wouli 
tell him the whole affair in substance as follows : That he was at tfr?? 
employed by. Mr. Orme as his attorney, who told him he was desirous of 
the administration of Oaptain^Lloyd’s estate, for Mr. .Jackson was afrsfl 
should fall into the hands of the Mayor’s Court that his sister wonl^-'^' 
sufferer ; that he there promised Mr. Orme all assistance in his power ' 

to Mr. Massey about it. That Mr. Massey fold him be had caIei£:2*-,T'T 
his share of the profits of the estate woidd amount to, which would be Bs-— 
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and as lie looked upon this as his right, he did not choose to relinquish the 
administration. . . , 

That then Mr. Bodley waited on Mr. Jackson, and in the presence of Mr* 
Orme told him. what had passed at Mr. Massey’s, and on considering of this 
affair they agreed that it would he for the advantage of the Mrs. Lloyd to pay 
this Es. 2,000, which was accordingly given to Massey, and that Mr. Bodley 
declared that he did not partake of any part of this money. 

Mr. Bodley being sent for, says that he was employed in his capacity as an 
attorney by the late John Jackson, Esq. deceased to apply for and obtain the 
administration of Captain Lloyd’s estate which Mr. Jackson desired him to use 
his endeavours to get, as he had a regard for the family and proposed no 
advantage to himself by either taking the commission or interest ; but, on the 
other hand, wanted to make the most of the estate for those concerned which he 
apprehended would suffer greatly in the point of the commission and interest, 
should the administration fall into other hands, or even be taken by the Court; 
that in compliance with Mr. Jackson’s request he drew up a petition and waited 
with it as usual on the Mayor, Eobert Massey, Esq., with whom falling into 
discourse about Mr. Jackson’s intentions and the reasons there were to induce 
him, the Mayor, to grant Mr. Jackson the administration, Mr. Massey replied 
there were several competitors for it ; among the rest some of the members of the 
Court, naming Messrs. Goddard and Young, who were resolved to have it in 
their own hands, and that for his coming into the same measures, he was to 
have about Es. 2,000 for his share of commission, interest and advantages that 
should be made thereon. That therefore if Mr. Bodley could induce Tiim to 
relinquish so handsome a sum which was a perquisite, he should then esteem 
him a better lawyer than he had hitherto done, and concluding his discourse 
with telling him the administrations should be granted where it was most for 
his own interest to. grant it. That this he represented to Mr. Jackson who, 
complaining of the hardship, said what must be done in this affair ? That the 
estate is likely to suffer greatly, or to that effect, that Mr. Bodley believes 
afterwards Es. 2,000 were given to Mr. Massey, there being a charge of that 
sum as lent Mr. Omre in the account delivered into Court by Mr. Jackson as 
administrator. 

_ Being asked if knew by whom, or how this money was paid, replied he 
believed it was paid by Mr. Jackson, by the means of his banian or his 
writer. 
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Fort ‘William, olli August 1751. 

At a CoKsuLTAiiON, Present : 

The Hon’ble Adam Daw’son, Esq., 3?resident. 

The WoRSiiin-DL Edward Eyles, Esq. 

Messrs. Eoger Drake. 

Edward IIolden Crdttenden. 

James Elaokpord. 

William Watts. 

Charles JIanxingham. 

llicn.ARD Beecher. 

^Tajor noLLx\.ND, absent. 

Mr. Burrow, indisposed. 

Yesfcnlaj’ wc rccoivod a letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, dated 
the 30th July, acknowledging the receipt of the 15 chests of treasure, and 
ndvisitig that llookuinhcg has sent to acquaint them that our Phirmaund being 
granted us by a former king is now of no validity, and must be renewed, other- 
wise wc must pay the duties as other nations do. 

That they do not imagine that the Nabob yet knows of this demand, but 
should llookumbcg put him in mind thereof, they fear the Nabob by his insti- 
gation may make it a pretence to exact a largo sum of money from the Com- 
pany ; and as they apprehend the business will be stopped unless Hookumbeg is 
satisfied, that the mentioning such an affair as this to the Nabob will be 
attended w’ith very bad consequences, they request our directions how to 
aet therein ; that they likewise apprehend Kissendeb will insist on being paid 
the money they arc indebted to him out of the money above mentioned, or else 
detain the goods they have prized for the Hon’ble Company’s ship Dragon^ in 
which case they desire our orders, whether they arc to comply with his demand 
that the goods may be down in time. 
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roil ‘Yl’illinm, 12(li Ait^u'-l 1751. 

At a CoNsn.TATioK, I’ui-.stint : 

Tin: Hon'ju.i: Aoam Da^vsos', JCsi}., Vrcaidcnl, 

Mkssus. John* IIoi-i.asd. 
lloor.u DiiAKi:. 

liDWAiii) lloi.ur.y CiifTTKNiiry. 

.lAMr.s lli.ACKioun. 

IVii.iiiAM Watts. 

Thomas Btiur.ow. 

C II AHl.r.S AN N 1 NT. 11 AM. 

llicn A ui) Br.ix'ii i:r. 

In ohotlicnco lo ourlTon’Mo Masters coneenuncr the origan «'»• s'*nf for tlie 
llovcrenfl Mr. Bellamy,* who declared that, when Mr. I'lnnhland apjjHf.l to him 
for it, that he told him that it nas not in his power In *»ivt? it, hut wished it «.*is 
removed from thence, as Jlr. IVar.'^on informed him it wa^i <‘at njj hy the white 
ants, and thcehiirch miylit he endangered hy keeping it (hen;; he further .added 
that in the gallery ndierc it stood the marks of the while ants are to lie seen to 
this day. 

Mr. Prankland being c.alled before us, avoucluMl the truth of what Mr. 
Pellamy said, and dcclavod that hoing desirous of takiu" the dinu*u..iuns of tiie 
several parts of that organ, in order to complete one he was (ryinir to liave 
made at that time, wa.s the reason of his ajiplying to Mc.-srs. Ihdlnmy and 
TTynch*' to let him remove it, those parts of which there might still remain 
sufficient to take the dimensions; hut on Jlr. Bellamy’.^ telling him it was out 
of his power to give it, he sent his carpenter to the church to take the dimen- 
sions, when on their touching any part thereof, it imimuUately fell to jnecos: 
the white ants having left nothing hut the outside. That all that remained of 
the organ •were a few broken metal pipe.s and some of the ornamental parts, 
with the glass doors, which wore not entirely destroyed ns they were made of 
teak, and declares that, so far from having an orgtm, shortly after that on 
finding ho could not .accomplish one, he laid aside all thoughts of it, till a gen- 
tleman who came from England near three years after offered to assist him in 
finishing it. 

Mr. Pearson being called upon, declared that being some time before de- 
sired by Mr. Hatsy to see if bo could repair the organ, he found it in such 
a condition that be was surprised it held together, for that the white ants 
had destroyed it, and there •were only a few metal pipes left ivliich were 
jumbled together and broken, and that in his judgment the whole macliinc 
M as entirely useless and of no value, and that it M’as highly necessary it should 
he removed out of the church.' 


At a Consultation, Pkesunt : 

The Hon’blb Adam Dawson, Esq., Fresident. 

Messes. John Holland. 

• Bogee Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

James Blacktord. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manningham. 

Biohard Beecher. 

The merchants being called before us in regard to the Ormora goods and 
Soosies informed ns that the Baja at Ormora is dead, and his two brothers were 

• The Beverend Germs Belloinj- arrived ns Chaplain, 22nd Angnst 1726. Perished in the Black Hole 1756. 

'■ The Beverend Bohert Wynch transferred from Port St. Qeorge to he Junior Chaplain nt Port WilUaui in 1743; 
he Med 1747- 

= The Beverend J. Long ndds n note to this Consnltation to say — ^"This organ had heen presented by Mr. Eyre ; 
the inhabitants subsequently purchased by subscription a very fine organ which "they presented to the church.” 
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quarrelling "who should succeed him, .md that the mother of the deceased Eaja 
U'cro to puf. another j)erson into the Government, on which account they cannot 
venluro to scud any money thither to provide goods, as they are afraid their 
Gomastahs will bo plundered of it, hut in relation to the Soosies they are will- 
ing to provide them, but cannot lower the prices of last year. 
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Fort ‘William, tlie 19th August 1761. 

To tlio first of Mcroliants.- 
My Feiend Mil. Dawson — 

I have heard from Houghley somotimo past nows that Mr. Acton and 
Mr. Mills both English under the protection of the Gormans, arc coming witli 
three ships of war that hoist German colours from the f ranks country to 
Houghley, and design to lay in the road to stop, this river and sieze the Mus- 
sulmcn ships on this account. I have alrcadyjsont penvannahs to you and the 
other European nations, which by this time must bo arrived with you, since 
which I have received your answer back by which I find my intelligence is true; 
but what you write that the Company have ordered you not to make war in 
these parts with any European nation is very wrong, for in time past, in Sujah 
Oaun’s time, the English and Dutch chiefs both entered into methods for de- 
stroying the Gorman chief and engaged him to join with you, on which account 
the German Chief absconded ; now you will write me so different a story it is 
not right or reasonable. If the Gormans oomo here, it will be very bad for all 
the European, but for you the worst of all, and you will afterwards repent 
it, and I shall be obliged to stop all your trade and business, and shall get an 
order from the King for so doing ; it will be proper for you now to consider of 
your trade from Patna and Bengal how, if these troubles happen, you are to 
carry it on ; therefore, take care that these German ships do not come into the 
road, or stop the way ; do you act in such a way and such a manner as to 
punish them before they arrive in the road. 

In doing this, you and the other European nations, will deserve my favour : 
this be assured of, I shall take care to be near you as I am coming to hunt 
about Culwah. The 29th of the Bamzan. 

The Fourth year of the King Omod Shaw. 


To tho Nawnb. 

You advise me of having received my address, and you lay your commands 
on me to take such steps before the arrival of the Allemans so as to prevent 
their coming. 

Whatever injunctions you are pleased to lay upon us, it is without doubt 
our duty to observe, and have accordingly given orders to our pilots, who go in 
the road to bring in our ships, not to take charge of any of theirs, or show them 
the way on any account, and do not doubt but tliat the Dutch and French have 
done the same. God forbid that they should come this way, but if that should bo’ 
the case, I am in hope that through your uprightness they will be either sunk 
broke or destroyed, and under which tho Company’s business will always 
flourish. 


A. DAWSON, 


19th Avgust 1751. 
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Port ‘William, 20tli A.tigust 1751, 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., Fresident 
Messrs. Roger Drake. 

John Holland, 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 
James Blackford. 

William Watts. 

. Thomas Burrow. 

Charles MANNiirGHAM. 

Richard Beecher. 


Major Holland begs leave to observe that it is bis opinion the Hon’ble 
Company in tbe 78th paragraph of their Commands for the Eardioicke express- 
ly order that tbe post of third in Council shall be filled by their military ofBeer, 
and that they thereby mean third in Council of their Settlement of Port Wil- 
liam, consequently, therefore, as Mr. Pytche is gone Chief to Cossimbuzar, he 
thinks it is his right to sit as second of this Board during Mr, Pytche’s absence. 

The President thereon asked the opinion of the Board. 

When Mr. Beecher’s opinion was that the Major ought to sit as third on 
the spot. 

Mr, Manningham was of the same opinion, as it seems to him contrary and 
incompatible with the general tenour of the Hon’ble Company’s orders. 

Mr. Burrow says he does not understand the paragraph by the Eardioiohe 
in the same light as Major Holland does, but looks on it to be an answer to 
Mr. Fytche’s application on the arrival of the Walpole^ and begs leave to refer 
to the Consultation of the 20th July 1749, and to his opinion therein set forth, 
and thinks the Hon’ble Company as yet have not given an answer to the present 
Question which stands referred to them by the Ship Lapwing’s letter, and there- 
fore it is his opinion that the Major should sit third till an answer to the Lap- 
toing’s letter arrives. 

Mr. Watts was of the same opinion as Mr. Manningham. 

Mr. Blackford was of opinion that as on the arrival of Major Mossman he 
was appointed in Council under Mr. Pattle, and as the same has been referred 
to tbe Hou’ble Company, of which they have not thought proper to disapprove, 
he concludes that it must be their intention that the Major should sit as the 
third in the Council residing at Port William, whether the gentleman appointed 
to succeed to the chair be present or not. 

Mr. Cruttenden is of the same opinion as Mr. Burrow. 

Mr. Drake is of the same opinion as Mi*. Manningham. 

The President is of the same opinion as he gave tbe 30th July 1760. 

The majority of the Board being of opinion that he should remain as third, 
he took his seat accordingly, and Mr. Drake took his seat as second, and the 
posts were now settled as follows 

Mr. Drake to remain Export warehouse-keeper. 

„ Cruttenden to remain Import warehouse-keeper. 

„ Blackford to take charge of the general books. 

„ Watts appointed Buxey. 

,, Burrow appointed Zemindar. 

„ Manningham appointed Store-keeper. 

„ Beecher appointed Collector of the Consulage, 


••An vs vs 
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T^ovt William, 26th August 1751. 

To— ‘Tho Hon’hi:.e AlDAM Dawsost, Esq., President nnd Governor o£ Port William, 
&o,, Council., . 

Hon’ble Siu and Siks, — A s I at present labour under a very great hardship 
by the order ol! tho Hon’blo Company for sending mo homo as a deserter from 
the ship I was in without having obtained leave from the Captain for quit- 
ting her, I bog leave humbly to represent to Your Honour, &o., that I appre- 
hend my case has boon mistaken or greatly misroprosontod to tho Hon’ble 
Company, and therefore humbly request Your Honour, &o., will bo pleased to 
favour mo with a suspension of tho oxeeuting tho Hon’blo Company’s orders 
concerning mo till you can hear from them again, and that Your Honour, &c., 
will be pleased in compassion to an unfortunate man, exposed to tho loss of his 
subsistence, to inform tho Hon’blc Company in your next general letter tho 
truth of which I hope is not out of Your Honour, &o., Company’s memory, 
.and which is, that I did not run away from my ship and afterwards got an 
employ at Dacca, hut upon information of tho death of Mr. Lightfoot, and Mr. 
Clorembault applying for a sucoessor. Your Honour, &o., were pleased to look 
out for one, and I had tho happiness to bo recommended by Mr. George Gr.ay, 
tho Hon’blo Company’s Head Surgeon, on which esteeming it a piece of groat 
good fortune and much preferable to tho many hardsliips and dangers I 
had undergone for eleven years in the Hon’ble Company’s service in their 
shipping, I immediately acquainted Captain Tiddoman with it, requesting his 
permission to quit tho ship for tho Hon’blo Company’s service. 

This permission he readily gave me in a letter addressed to the Hon’blo tho 
Governor, and upon delivering this letter I was immediately appointed by Your 
Honour, &o., Council as tho Surgeon of Dacca. 

I humbly beg leave to appeal to Your Honour for the truth of Captain 
Tiddeman’s sending this letter, as also to Thomas Burrow, Esq., for the truth 
of his having applied to Your Honour, at ray request, for tho said letter to 
which application, to ray great misfortune. Your Honour was pleased to inform 
him that it was mislaid. 

I humbly hope Your Honour, &o., will bo pleased compassionately to take 
my hard case into consideration, and also to suspend tho executing tho .Hoii'blo 
Company’s order concerning mo till they have had full information of tho truth 
from Your Honour, &c., Council’s letter. 

I am with tho utmost respect, 

Hon’blo Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient, humble servant. 


Dacca, . 

Tho 19th August 1751. 


GEO. ALEXANDRE. 



16 


Port William, 2nd September 1761. 

Prom— Nabob Abliverdi Ca-wh, 

To — ^The Hon^blb Adam Da^vson, Esq. 

• I am informed by your address, as also by other people, that Mr. Mills and 
Mr. Acton, Englishmen, -vrith three men-of-war under Alliman’s- colours, have 
left Europe to come, to Houghley and design, when they arrive in the road, 
to stop the river and seize all the Musselmans’ ships, to correct which I have 
wrote you, the Erench, and Dutch, which by this is arrived, and you without 
doubt have prepared for so doing ; these peoples coming is very prejudicial to 
you Europeans and likewise a discredit to you. I imagine you are not sensible, 
this may prejudice you, therefore you may perhaps be backward in exerting 
yourselves to correct them, for which reason I now send Ooja Warris Alii to ex- 
plain matters to you, as likewise to the other Europeans, and desire you will listen 
and obey what he says, and do as he would have you, for your driving away these 
people will at present and hereafter be advantageous to you, and desire you will 
write me what preparations and schemes you have hit upon to effect it, and 
when you receive any fresh news about them advise me immediately. 


From — Nabob Aiuverdi Cawit, 

To — The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq. 

I have received two of your addresses, and you write that you have given 
strict orders to all your pilots who go into the road to bring in merchant ships, 
on no account to take charge of, or show the way to, any Alliman one; and you 
likewise write that God forbid they should come this way to seek their own 
deaths, and you will sink and destroy those ships. I am extremely well pleased 
with this scheme of yours, and you have done very well in giving such strict 
orders to your pilots as they may not find the way in.. I am of opinion they will 
not come into this country, and should they come, that you will correct them, 
therefore I desire you will remain well on your guard that they do not by any 
means get in. 
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Fort William, 6tli September 1761. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq., President. 

Messes. Eogee Drake. 

Edward Holden. Cruttenden. 

James Blackeord. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manningham. 

B.IGHARD Beecher. 

The 3rd instant we received a letter from the Worshipful William Eytche* 
Esq., Chief, &c., Council of Cossimbuzar, dated the 31st ultimo, advising the 
deficiency of four rupees (EiS. 4) in the treasure lately sent thither. That 
the Nabob’s forces at Plassey has seized on Sargeant Adrian d’Livero and his 
party, having under their care two Englishmen who deserted from Ballasore 
about 18 months ago and entered into the Nabob’s service. That the Chief has 
wrote several letters to procure their release, and they will advise us of the 
success thereof in their next. That their Vaoqeel, who is at the Nabob’s 
Camp at Culwal, has acquainted the Chief of the Nabob’s having stopped a 
boat with an English dustick, on the peon’s acquainting him the goods were 
not English but belonged to a black merchant at Calcutta. That they appre- 
hended, unless this affair is cleared up to the Nabob’s satisfaction, it will be 
the cause of no regard beicg paid to the Hon’ble Company’s dustick, and there- 
fore they request that we will use our endeavours towards it. 



Fort Willianij 24tli October 1751. 

To THE Hon’ble Adam Dawson, Esq. 

Sir, — bare several times before wrote you about the money deposited ac- 
count Deepcbund’s affairs in Mr. Braydllestone, and you have returned for answer 
that that you must wait for advices from Europe, which is a thing of no concern 
to me, for my friendship with the Company is of long standing, and am under no 
apprehensions about tliis affair which is the reason of my having remained 
satisfied hitherto : the Europe ships are arrived, therefore an answer must be 
come, it is now of long standing so desire it may not be stayed any longer, but 
that you will send me my money with the interest which, if you do not, I must 
be obliged to take such measures as I may get it, and desire you will not blame 
me for so doing. It is now several times I have wrote you about this, as I 
likewise now do, and your being expeditious in sending me my money it will 
be better for you. 


COJA WAZEED. 

Arrived the 23rd October. 


To CoJA Wazeed. 

Your letter about Deepcbund’s deposit money I have received, and as yet 
no news in regard to this affair is come ; when it does, you may depend upon 
my advising you. 

Calcutta, ”) DAWSON. 

The 24th October 1731. J 
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Port ‘William, 9th November 1751. 

At a Oonstiltation, Present": 

The Hon’blb Adam Datvson, Esq., President. 

Messrs. Eoger Drake. 

Edtfard Holden Oedttenden. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manninoham. 

Kichard Beecher. 

Paul Eichard Pearkes. 

Mr. Blacreord, indisposed. 

The poor inhabitants of this town daily crying out to ns concerning the 
great distress and want they labour under, and our merchants and others repre- 
senting to us it is owing to the dearness of rice and oil. 

Agreed that the annual duties levied on those two articles, amounting to 
near Es. 600, be forgiven this year ; and that the Zemindar do give public notice 
thereof. 



Fort William, SOtli November 1751. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

Tub Hon’ble Adam Datvson, Esq., JPresident. 

Messrs. Eoger Drake. 

Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

William Watts. 

Tuo.mas Burrow. 

Charles Manning ham. 

Mr. Blackford, continuing indisposed. 

Messrs. Beecher and Pearkes out of toxon. 

Tbe Court oO Justices lays before the Board their Proceedings on an 
information of Mr. J. Hanson against Mr. H. Smith and Warren Hastings 
which being read. 

Ordered them to be entered after this Consultation. 

We now sent for Mr. Hanson and acquainted him that if there were any 
books or papers among tliosc secured by Alessrs. Smith and Hastings belong- 
ing to him and not relative to our Hon’ble Masters, on sending one of his 
servants to examine them with tbe Company’s Banian, they should be 
delivered up to him, to which he replied that he does not choose at this time to 
take any away. 

Being asked if he bad any books belonging to himself there, he answered 
his original private books as well as those of the Company were there. 

Wc again told him ho might take them away if, on examining them with 
tbe Banians, they were found to be his, to which he again replied he did not 
choose to take them away at present, as he should act as the law directs. 

We now took this affair under consideration, and the behaviour of Mr. 
Hanson appearing to us highly insolent, and his prosecution of two young gentle- 
men for felony, who were acting by our orders, being extremely malicious, and 
his warmth in espousing his Banian giving us great room to suspect at least 
some collusion. 

Agreed to suspend him the seiwice till our Hon’ble Masters’ pleasure be 
known, and as Captain John Pinson is ordered to succeed by our Hon’ble Masters 
in the 4oth paragraph of their Commands, under the date of the 17th June 1748, 
on the first vacancy he was appointed accordingly. 

Ordered Mr. Hanson to deliver over his charge of the Hon’ble Company’s 
Marine to Captain Pinson. 

Ordered tbe Secretary to transmit Captain Pinson a copy of Mr. Hanson’s 
contract with us, to know if he will contract with us on the same terms for the 
remainder of the year. 

And as the time for despatching the ships draws nigh, it would take up too 
much of our time to examine and scrutinize properly into the Banian’s books 
and papers. 

Agreed to appoint Messrs. Beecher and Pearkes as a committee for enquir- 
ing into and examining those accounts. 

Ordered, public notice to be affixed at our Fort Gates that if any person 
having employed Santose in the quality of a Banian, has books or papers in his 
possession, they may by finding a Banian to examine them in the presence of 
Santose with the Company’s Banian have them delivered up. 


At an Extraordinary Meeting of His Majesty’s Justices. 

Captain Johnathan Hanson appeared before us, and informed us on oath 
that, Messrs. Harry Smith and Warren Hastings broke open a room in the house 
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of his Banian Saritosoj on wliich he had a padlock, and from thence took out 
several hooks and papers of the deponent’s property.- . 

' The Bench asked Mr. Banson if the Banian Tvas present. 

He could not tell, but was informed he was. 

Ramsuntose being called by Mr. Bauson as a witness, informs us that the 
gentlemen who, by the Governor in Council’s orders, went with him to secure his 
books and papers saw all his books and papers put into a room, and that on 
the ‘^6th November, while he was abroad those gentlemen returned to his house 
and broke open another door of the same room, there being three doors to the 
room, where the books and papers were lodged and carried them away with 
them. 

Being asked if be had anything further to say. 

Replied in the negative. • 

Being asked whether he had not the Governors and Council’s orders to 
deliver all books of accounts and papers belonging to the Hon’ble Company 
that were in his possession, whether he did not consent to deliver them accord- 
ingly. 

That agreeable to the direction of the Board, he did not agree to deliver up 
his own papers. 

Being asked what papers the Governor and Council asked him for. 

His own papers. 

Being asked if the room which those gentlemen broke into was locked, and 
by whom. 

Replied that those gentlemen had put a padlock on that room. 

Being asked if there was not another lock put on that room afterwards, 
and by' whom. 

Answered that there was another lock put on whilst he was abroad, but 
found on enquiring, when he' came home, it was put on by Mr. Ranson’s order. 

Being asked since he had only the Governor and Council’s orders for deli- 
vering up the Company, how came he to deliver up the books and papers, the 
property of others. 

Answered. — He had no Company’s books and papers, from whence could 
he get them. 

Being asked if on the 21st November, the day on which the Governor and 
Council called him before them, he did not tell them he had the books of 
accounts of the Company at home, and separate from all others. 

Answered. — He did not remember he gave such an answer. 

Being asked how many years he had been in the service, whether he did 
not answer 6 years, but he had only 6 years’ accounts and papers. 

Answered that he did tell them that the Banksa'ul or dock head papers 
for 1746 were burnt, but that he had the rest in his possession. 

Being asked if he did not deliver the room where the accounts were lodged 
to those gentlemen. 

Answered. — No, he did not, but his servants opened the door, and the' gen- 
tlemen looked it up after putting the papers in. 

Ramchund Tagoor being called as another witness by Mr. Ranson, informs 
us on oath that two writers went to Santose’s house, and finding another pad- 
tock on the door which was shut, enquired who put it on. They were answered 
by the Company’s Pyke who was there, by Mrs. Ranson’s servant ; that then they 
took a stick out of the Fyke’s hand, and endeavoured to open that door; but 
finding they could not do it, they then went to another door, broke it open, and 
brought the books away. 

Bridioomohun, another witness, declares on oath the same as Ramchund 
Tagoor. 

Underam, another witness, declares on oath to the same effect. 

Bistumdass, another witness, declares on oath to the same effect. 
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• William Woolliead, apon oath on Tuesday, the 26tli November, between the 
hours of eleven and twelve, he was informed that two of the Company’s 
servants were gone to Santose’s house to fetch away Mr. Ranson’s papers, from 
thence that he was going to Santose’s house, and met Warren Hastings and 
Hai’ry Smyth, the two of the Company’s servants just come out of the house 
with a great parcel of papers and books, part in their palanquens and some in 
hands of coolies ; that he asked Mr. Hastings what he was doing, he answered 
that he was fetching away the books. That he then asked him by whose 
authority. He answered by order of the Governor and Council. That he then 
asked him to show his orders. He replied he could not show them, but that he 
had seen it wrote in the Consultations. 

Being asked who told him they were Mr. Hanson’s books. 

Answered.— He heard the news from sundry peons. 

Being asked whether they told him they were Mr. Ranson’s, Santose’s or 
the Company’s books. 

Answered. — ^They were gone to bring Mr. Ranson’s books from Santose’s 
house. 

Being asked in what capacity he served at present. 

Answered. — As Mr. Ranson’s Book-keeper. 

Being asked whether he knew if Mr.Ranson had any books at Santose’s house. 

Answered.— No. 

Being asked if he keeps the Company’s dock head accounts, and from whom 
he receives them— Santose ? 

Answered. — Tes ; he takes the account monthly from the Banian, or his 
servant. 

Being asked if ho knows of Mr. Ranson’s having any other dock head 
accounts than that which he takes from his Banian. 

Answered. — No ; he knows of none. 

Being asked if he knew or heard why those gentlemen were obliged to 
break open the door and bring away papers. 

Answered — He neither knew or heard. 

Being asked whether he knew if Mrs. Ranson sent to put another key 
upon the door. 

Answered — Tes, she did. 

Being asked whether he knows or heard whether the people she sent were 
opposed in putting on the lock. 

Answered — No. 

Being asked if he heard or did not that any other door was broke open 
besides that where the papers were put in. 

Answered — No ; he did not. 

Being asked whether he heard the door was broke open after Mrs. 
Ranson had put the padlock on, or before. 

Answered — ^Afterwards. 

Mr. Ranson being asked if he has any more, or anything further to say, 
or any more witnesses. 

Answered — ^No. 

Messrs. Smyth and Hastings being called before us, declare that in conse- 
quence of their orders from the Governor and Council to secure Santose’s papers, 
they went with Santose to his house, and received from him and his servants 
those papers and hooks which they locked up in a room and set chowkeys 
thereon. ; that sometime afterwards having heard that Mrs. Ranson had put 
another padlock on the door, they repaired thither, and not finding the peons 
there, whom they left as chowkeys, they broke open another door of the same 
, room, and hroug\\t away the papers, in order to secure them, and deposited them 
in the Secretary’s Office, where they now are. 

It appearing to us to be a malicious prosecution, and that Messrs. Hastings 
and Smyth were in possession of this room and had a lock and key on before 

689 F. D. 
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they broke it open and'that the books and papers were deliveretl to them by 
Santose and his servants for the Company’s nse ; and it likewise'appearing to us 
that those gentlemen had no other intention by entering of said room than to ■ 
receive the Company’s books and papers: We are therefore of opinion that they 
have acted according to the orders given them and in consequence of their' duty 
and therefore they do hereby stand acquitted of any illegal act in this affair. 


I 
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Fort William, 9tU December 1751. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon*ble Adam Davtson, Esq., Fresident, 
Messrs. Eoger Drake. 

. Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

James Blackford. 

William Watts. 

Thomas Burrow. 

Charles Manningham. 

Bichard Beecher. 

Paul E,ichard Pearkes. 


The Book of Standing Orders b'ing on the table. 


The ConsnlLition of the 5th being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 6th instant we received a letter from the Worshipful William Fytch, 
Esq , Chief, &c., Council at Cossimbuzar, dated the 2nd instant, advising of 
the arrival of Hossein Noody Caun, the Dacca Nabob at Muxedavad, and of 
their orders to the Vacqueel to apply to the Nabob for a pervanna to him on 
his return to Dacca, and to prevent his impeding the Hon’ble Company’s busi- 
ness at that factory in future, and put a stop to his unjust proceedings. That 
their merchants have only brought into their cottah nineteen thousand pieces of 
gunnahis and gave them hopes but of about fifteen or sixteen thousand more, 
which will not amount to half the quantity contracted for, their reasons for 
which they transmitted as under date of the 30th October, since which time 
they have not been wanting in their endeavours to increase the quantity as 
.much as possible, but they gave them no hopes thereof ; that the remaining silk 
and silk piece goods come in but slowly, of which their mercliants promise to 
deliver in about 670 bales and chests to complete this year’s investment ; that 
enclosed is the account current, dated the 30th April 1761, of the disbm’sement 
on account Calcutta sugar merchants, the balance whereof being Duss Mass 
, rupees 5,382-10-3 under the head of grain and provisions, which arises from 
stores laid in for some years past on account of the Morattoes ; they desire our 
orders for writing the loss arising thereon off to profit and loss, having sold the 
remainder since April last for D. M. lis. 661. 

That in reply to the several paragraphs per the JSardioioJse they have 
been unable to get any information whether the Armenians residing under the 
Hon’ble Company’s protection were concerned or not at the Durbar on the 
complaint lodged on account of the capture of the Armenian ships ; that they are 
of opinion they cannot employ a more proper person at present to give them 
intelligence of what passes at the Durbar, Shan Kissendeb their vacqueel, he 
being a man of great interest, or prejudice to the Hon’ble Company’s affairs, 
wherefore they esteem it for their interest not to show distrust of his fidelity ; 
but will not neglect to procure from time to time what other intelligence' they 
possibly can of the designs of the Government that they are concerned to inform 
us ; that they fear the balance due to the Company of Rs. 1,79,211-9-6 from 
simdry merchants, from the year 1744 to 1747, may be esteemed on the whole 
almost as bad debts, not more than Rs. 26,667-2-9 having been recovered, on 
'account those balances ; and that for the gunnah account. Anno 1745, as upon 
•strict enquiry they find that most of the merchants are either dead or run 
away from Cossimbuzar, and those who remain are not in a capacity to discharge 
• -the several debts, or at least very small parts of them ; however they are endea- 
vouring to recover what they possibly can from those merchants . who still 
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roTOain, though they have hut little hopes to get in any considerable part of this 
largo debt; none of those mnrohants being at pres(Mit (Employed in the Jlon’ble 
Company’s business, but assure usthatthey will take care the Hon'ble Company 
do not sufTor by their merchants in future. 

That they will observe the plan laid down for the management of the 
business of the ISxport warebonsn as far as the nature of tbeir investment will 
admit of; that tlui dearness of raw silk and silk jneet? gootls for some years past 
they find is owing to the Morattoes constantly entering tbf? ]3?mgnl, plundering 
and burning the jiooplo’s bouses, and destroying the chief auriui", from wbenee 
the workmen have lied to distant parts and not to any malpmctiee in the 
gentlemen there: that tbeir Doctor, Mr. liVilHam Torlb, came out .Surgtvm of 
the JFinchchca, Anno 1713, and a mate liaing wanted in the Hospital at the 
request of Mr. Bradyll and his Council, Captain IJaron permitted him to stay 
for that service, in which ho remained four years, when a d<Jctor being w.'intr.H'i 
there ho was sent up, and having behaved well, they heg leave to mak«* favour- 
able mention of him; that on their endeavour to recover from the merchants the 
balances due to the Company, they find tlierc .arc some who are uilling to pay 
such part as they are able, but on doing that they desire, a cbsirance from thtuu 
of tbeir whole debt, alleging that such indulgence would eneoumge them to 
discharge as much of their halancc.s as possible, which otberwi.se will not do 
even in part, and as several methods have already lieen taken liy the former 
Chiefs and Council, with some of the most considerable of those mercliants to 
very little purpose; they arc of opinion if such indulgence can he grmted, it will 
be the means of recovering some part of this large debt, which they fear will 
never bo done, os otherwise the merchants being too much out of their power, 
as well as out of the Ilon’blo Company’s employ, and desire us to send them our 
Bcsolutloiis hereon as soon as possible, as one of their merchants has lately 
offered to pay them a considerable part of his balances on the above conditions. 


To—The HoN’ni.r. Adasi Daitj-on", Esq., PretideKl cml Gcvtrnor, .tv., of Fcr! 

IHliiaet, 

Hon’bIiE Sin AND Sirs, — It is with the utmost concern tliat I am under 
this necessity of addressing Your Honour, &c., on a subject of this nature where- 
by not only myself but others concerned may suffer, and as I am given to 
understand from common report that Your Honour, &c.'s reasons for your late 
proceedings are founded upon two most scandalous papers, of neither of wlu’ch can 
I have a copy, neither am I made acquainted who are the authors, in order for 
my defence, 1 therefore now take the liberty to set my case in the clearest light I 
possibly can. 

As Master Attendant, the Company allowed mea s.alary to be paid monthly, 
and also fifty rupees per montb for proper servants to act under me in the exe- 
cution of my office, such as I should think lit to appoint, ^^y predecessor. 
Captain Henry "Watts, was upon the same footing, and that since tlie latest 
Hegulations from the reports of the Committee of Shipping, Anno 1743, brought 
out by Captain Henry Watts himself, I never heard that any President, &c.. 
Council have at any time ordered or appointed any particular banian or other 
servant to act under me on the Company’s account, or on any account whatso- 
ever; but on the contrary the Master Attendant was at liberty to choose lus own 
servants and pay them their wages, and as such, doubtless, is answerable for their 
conduct. 

I further beg leave to take notice to Your Honour, &c., and that I am 
under uo covenants witb the Hon’ble Company, but was entrusted by them to 
execute the office of Master Attendant only, and to furnish such stoi'es for the 
use of their marine, and under such restrictions as they thought proper to men- 
tion in their Instructions, so that in this case I am no more than a tradesman 
to the Company to supply tbeir marine, with such stores as shall be indented for, 
and likewise to find timber, and plank and all other materials that may be re- 
quired for such repairs, as shall, from time to time, be wanted for the use of the 
said marine, both which stores and materials for repairs are bought and purchased 
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•witli my own money, and not by any cash advanced me by tbe Company at any 
time for snob uses, or to defray snob charges of the said marine ; but, on the con- 
trary, I have advanced, and have been always advancing, considerable sums for 
the Hon’ble Company’s service, one month under another, more or less according 
as the sloops, &c., have required; and Tour Honour, &o., cannot but be sensible 
that I have often supplied considerable sums of money for their service when 
both their cash and treasury were deficient, purely that their affairs might in no 
wise suffer by their marine being out of repair, unserviceable, or out of condi- 
tion, to answer tbe ends purposed, without any consideration of interest; and 
I must also observe that I have been obliged to keep a very large stock in trade, 
which now is an incumbrance to me, in order for my more readily and speedily 
serving their marine as occasion required, which would not admit of any delay — 
all which I make no doubt, but when Tour Honour, &c., shall please to take 
the same into consideration, it will manifestly appear that no servant employed 
by me in the executing the business of supplying the Company’s marine can be 
liable on any pretence whatsoever, or are in any ways answerable to the Com- 
pany for any act or acts relative thereto. But that all or any charges of mis- 
conduct or otherwise committed by them must fall on me, their Master. 

And furthermore, as all the stock, both at the Dockyard and my own Bank- 
sauls, are my sole property, and in no manner of wise appertaining or belonging 
to the Hon’ble Company, I humbly presume that all such books that are kept 
by the Banians, my servants, cannot be deemed any other than books concern- 
ing the issuing and selling my said stock in trade at either of the above places ; 
and therefore such books of course belong to me only, and not to the Company. 
As a coroboration of what I now remonstrate, humbly beg leave to refer to the 
Company’s standing orders with regard to their covenanted servants, where it is 
expressly said that the Company do not look upon any Banian whatever as 
answerable to them, but expecting all or any damages that they may suffer 
by the Banians to be made good by that covenanted servant under whom he 
shall act, as in the late case of Wadham Brooke, Esq. 

And as I humbly conceive, from what has been offered, that my Banian is in 
no wise liable or answerable the Company but to me, his master and employer, 
deeming myself alone answerable to them in a fair and legal proceeding, but 
not, as I conceive, by any extra-judicial means in order for self-conviction, so con- 
trary to the liberty of a British subject and the known laws of the land. 

And I further beg leave to take notice to Tour Honour, &c., that as 
Eamsuntose, my Banian, is bound in security to me for my stock in trade, 
which amounts to a very large sum of money, that by his present confinement 
and imprisonment it will be deemed he is no longer liable to me, from the day 
of his arrest by Tour Honour, &o.’s orders, for my deficiencies, losses, and em- 
bezzlements, and other damages that have already, or may hereafter, .occur for 
want of his due and proper attendance, the discharge of the trust so reposed in 
him. 

As I have now in the most plain and ample manner set forth to Tour 
Honour, the hardships I labour under, by the unjust misrepresentations of 
bad men, whereby I not only suffer in your regard, but greatly in my fortune, 
which I now submit to your candour, humbly requesting that the peons and 
what other arrests may now be on my servant Eamsuntose, may be taken off 
and be discharged upon proper security given for his appearance at such 
time as required, and as such, I now tender myself, and am with the greatest 
respect, 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 


Calcutta, 

9th December 1751. 


] 


Jonathan Eanson. 
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To , 

The honourable the COURT op DIRECTORS 

for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants • 

of England trading to the East Indies. 

H0NOORABI.E. 

1. By the Norfolk your , honours were advised of the Situation of 
Affairs of the Country Government when Mahomed Ally was in Trichenopoly 
supported by our Troops, Chunda Saib in Pondicherry, Mlistapha Jing had been 
Slain in Battle on the other side Arcot, and Nizam Ally a younger Brother 
to Nazir Jing was substituted in his Stead, who soon after gave up the Command 
of the Army to his Elder Brother Sidoo Mahomed Cawn or Salabat Jing, they 
continued their march with their Allies the French (who had been r^orted 
'most of them to liave been slain but we since have learn’d only 60 lost their 
Lives) to Golcondah without any thing particular occurihg. On their Departure 
from hence their Allies refused accompanying them any further unless they 
were paid four Laclcs of Rupees, in this they were gratified and receiving a 
supply of Warlike stores from Metchlepatam Escorted by a few Europeans 
and some Seapoys, they proceeded to Arungabad, where by our last account 
they now are, meeting with no oposition. Nazir Jing’s Mother and Wife upon 

hearing of his murder engage the Morattas in their Interest, 

accordingly a large Body settled Affairs with Salabat Jing 

but afterwards receiving Advice that the Guzzerats under the Command of 
Dammajee, a Ghenim*, had entered his Country, he cut off the Governour of 
Arungabad, extorted fitteen Lack of Rupees, and returned to his own Country. 

2. It is said the Mogul received the News of the Murder of Nazir Jing 
with Destestation, and immediately appointed Gauzedee Cawn, his Second Visier 
and next Brother to Nazir Jing to the Decon Country ; who We hear march'd 
some stages from Delly, but then deputed Salabat Jing to Act as his Deputy, 
By the best accounts we can get it appears that several of the Omrahs and 
Chief Officers are greatly disgusted, the Country in Confusion; since the 
Revolution in this Province no Forces have been sent from thence, nor do We' 
hear of any Coming this way ; 

3. We have received from Muhammad Ally copy of a Phirmaund from 
the Mogull appointing him to the Government of the Carnatick Country, and 
of a letter from Gauzedee Cawn on that subject, on this occasion we expressed 
our satisfaction by a Salute of Cannon, the French have given out the same 
in regard to Chunda Saib, he continued in Pondicherry ’till the middle of 
inarch when having Enlisted Troops be marched out and beseig’d Chettaput 
which place was taken by Treachery. Auny another Fort was his next 
Conquest, and the Phousdar of Teloor, a Government of Consequence seeing 
him thus successful accommodated matters with him. From thence he marched 
to Arcot- - ■ - -the 23'^ January are pleas’d to approve upon first News of 
Chuiida Saib’s leaving PondicheiTy, We detach’d a Body of four hundred men 
under the Command of Captain D. Gingins who encamp’d at Trevendaporum 
about six miles Distance, and then mov’d to Trevady. At the same time we 
wrote the Nabob to join Us, it was agreed with his Vackeel and afterwards 
confirm’d by him, that all extraordinary charges whilst our men were abroad 
should be defray’d by him, the Place of Rendezvous was appointed at Volunda 
about seventy miles to the West of us. Our Troops march’d and having taken 
Verdachellum a small Fort in their way, where they left a Serjeant and thirty 
men, they joined the Nabob’s Army at Volunda, the Recruits you were 
pleas’d to send Us greatly enabled us to reinforce our Army ; in regular 
European Infantry we were much superiour to the French, the Nabob’s 
forces were not indeed equal to those of Chunda Saib, but we had beyond 
Dispute an agreeable propest of success, and wrote Captain Gingins _ upon 
no account to let slip so favourable an oppertunity but come to an Engage- 
ment : the Governor, of the Fort was summoned, he declar’d himself a Friend 
to Mahomnd Ally, but refus’d to join us or admit us into his Garrison ; By 
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LcUoVvS intercepted it appear’d ho was our JJnc'.my, an ntiach "a'a^ made hy 
setting fire to tiic Suhhurhs in the Night, in the Morning he tvai suminon’d 
to surrender, hut about ten a Oloclc Tlic 3^renoh Clnnida Snili had the 
address in sight of onr Army to relieve them hy throwing in some European 
and Gannon ; though their Camp was at a great Disfanci; an Action of a very 

short Continuance ensued, when AVn retreated -.-. — .It is said the Nahol/s 

People hohaved the just eommomlation of our not being supported, 

were obliged to quit them after our Army had vet reaied some Dii^tanee, this 
unlucky nlTair gave spirits to our Enemy and at the same time mneh discour- 
aged our Allies, our Loss was ineonsidcmhlo, Jhisign Harper and .‘fcvcn or 
eight men, that, of our adversary is said to he greater, some of the Nahoh’s peojde 
wheel’d of, and Ca^itain Gingins thought it advisoahlo to decamp that night 
leaving some Shells and other Haggago behind, after a mnrtdi of 20 xnile^ tu arer 
Trichinojioly ho occupyed Iho Post of the Wootnlore, a Place hy the Nature of 
its Situation among the Iloeks reputed strong, the ICnetny animated hy their 
late success soon moved towards tm and cuenmpM about the. Distnncfj f»f five 
miles, our officers rcconoitring a parly that had advanced near, went im far, 
when Lieutenant ^laskclyno who is since returned here upon Parole, vns 
taken Prisoner with some of onr Senpoys and two or three Troopers, a f»:w day.s 
afterwards they made a regular attack on our advanced Guard, which was 

Cajitain Daltons and said to he. defended bravely, the E*’ci‘j»tion llwy 

met with being too warm induced them to return with considerable ours 
was trifling, still conquering, still retreating, the Army decamp'd from 
'Wootaloro that Night, leaving part of their Baggage and cncampM on the 
Banks of the Callderoon. The llivcr was sweld hy the Uatns so ns to render it 

unfordahlcand with help of Boats onr Army pn.ss*d, it and nftcrwnrd.*> ttic — 

another llivcr which runs near to tlio walls of Trichinopoly — they now 

_arc Captam- - - apprehension of the Communication being cut off were 

the Hensons for taking this stop, the Enemy immediately possess’d the Post 
wc rclinqiiishcd, about two thousand Seapoys are at Siringam a Place three 
or four Miles from our Camp, the main Body on the Bank of the C ilUleroon, 
Not being able yet to pass those successive lief rents and the near approach of 
the Enemy has greatly intimidated the Nabob, whoso Eorlunc, Painily and 
Government are at Stake, has made his Friends cool in Ins Cause and keeps in 
awe many that wou’d otherwise embrace his Party. "We have a Mortgage Bond 
fi*om Mahomud Ally dated 16*’' July 1750 for Trichenopoly &its Districts ; on 
the strength of which wo have hoisted our Colours there and protested against 
3!iIons' Duplcix & Council for any Ilostilitics he has or may commit against us 
in. this Country, it is allowed to he a Fort of great Strength and easily defended. 
"We have abroad above nine hundred Regular Troops, thcFronch not six hundred, 
two hundred of which are Seamen, it is agreed that three or four hundred will 
defend Trichenopoly, vrith the remainder .joined to the Nabob’s Horse, We pur- 
pose agreeable to the Nabob’s desire making a Diversion in tbc Arcot. Country, 
and raising Contributions for him which he is much in need of, and we hope it 
will have the desired Effect. 

4... The begining of February M' Charles Hopkins was appointed to proceed 
on the Swallow to Din Island to support our Rights thereto, as well as to 

demand our Factory at—— landed there the 20'*' of that month- 

Mon' DeLassell who with his Reasons for so doing, made him Prisoner 

and oblig’d bim to strike the Colours ; after which be was carried under a 
Guard to Metohlepatam, from whence he had leave to proceed to Sladdajiollam 
but was deny’d by Mons' Friell, Chief there, The taking possession of our 
Factoiy. We had protested before against any Violence they might make use 
of to the Prejudice of this your right, iu B.eply to which Mens' Dupliex & 
Council were pleas’d to tell us they should order our Factory to he given Us 
till their Superiours Pleasure was known, and that they were ready to receive 
any Protests, We might Send them in Regard to Diu Island, as they judg’d it 
their Right hy Virtue of a Grant from Mustapha Jing. We are informed they 
are building fortifications both here and at Metohlepatam ; Upon advice of the 
Treatment to M' Charles Hopkins, a Second Remonstrance w’as sent to Mons 
Dupliex &®“, to the material Part of which We have received no Reply. . 

5; We before advis’d your Honours that they had taken possession of 
Narsipore where they are now Carrying on an Investment, they pretend to an 



exclusive Right to the River and demand a Custom of 3 ^ c* from Europeans 
and 6 from all others importing there, as by our Phirmaund from the Mogul 
We have the Liberty of carrying on our Trade in all our Settlements free of 
Custom, We look upon this as an illegal proceeding -which We shall never 
submit to ; 

6. On a detachment we sent to Mahomud Ally marching through the 

Tanjore country our officers*— ——protest from Mon* * * * 

* «- , »• » c any Hostilities he mififht there 

commit. They accordingly pull’d down our Colours, which were there hy the 
Consent of the King of Tanjore, who assur’d us he never made over or had they 
any Right to that Country, We have now acquainted M* Dupliex, &**, -with 
our just Right to Trichenopoly, but as he is not govern’d hy those Laws that 
are held sacred hy all Nations, We suppose he will pay no regard thereto. Our 
foreign Correspondence will immediately point out to you what has passed 
between us; for which we have not in regard to any particular had a just 
satisfaction ; 

7. The Dutch continue in their former State of inactivity, and don’t shew 
the least Resentment though the Ruin of their Trade is equally struck at with 
om’s ; — 

8. We have laid before your Honours a true state of what has occurr’d in 
regard to the Country Government, and the Erench, their Scheme is beyond 
dispute to have Settlements, possess themselves of any Oountrys they think 
convenient, and ruin our Trade. Should our Army he successful! and Chunda 
Saib and his son or whole Eamily he slain, they still would find a Rebel and a 
Pretence to suit their purposes. The frequent successes they have met with, has 
established their Reputation here, and -will probably be a strong Inducement to 
be supported from home, the Weakness of the Moors is now known, and tis 
certain any European Nation resolved* to war on them with a tolerable Porce- 
may over-run their whole Country, The strength of the Prench on the Coast 

when calculated at near two thousand men -whether you can 

afford to keep a Porce equal to theirs in India, or can get this Affair accomo- 
dated at Home; if the latter. We must remark that their possessing of Places 
that surround our Limits shews a design to annoy us as the pretending to levy 
Customs in such Places where we have Pactories and Phirmaunds that exempt 
us from any Dutys is illegal and aims at our Ruin, 

9. We have before acquainted you that we are in an alliance with the 
King of Tanjore who had given us a grant for Devacota till your Pleasure should 
be known, only a Command has been kept there for its Defence, as you are 
pleas’d to approve of keeping this Place, We shall send a Covenanted Servant to 
reside there, and as Seally, a Country adjacent, affords a good Sortment of Cloth 
shall order him to procure what he can. 

10. The pretended Kingof Tanjore washy M*. Ployer, &% granted an Allow- 
ance of Three hundred Rupees month, which we think ad-vdseable to con- 
tinue, till we can accomodate his Affairs in such a manner as may as littl 
possible refiect on us ; 

11. Hodjee Addee being esteem’d a Person that might be of particular 
Service, a handsome Allowance was given him ; he has greatly deceived us and 
behav’d ill, as he is acquainted with our Affairs, we don’t think it prudent to 
dismiss him at present but shall take the first favourable opportunity of dis- 
charging him. 

12. St. Thome appears to us a place of great consequence, its * * 

* * * * * * Land Customs, 

Investment, and private Trade, and be an Assylum for' our Military who would 
frequently desert, what pretensions the Portuguese can have to it We cannot 
perceive, it has been under the Moors for many-years, they have not had any 
Government, levyed Customs, not hoisted Colours there, but such as the Eccle- 
siasticks made use of to decorate their Pestivals : they may with equal Right 
lay claim to their Several Settlements, which have by Right of Conquest long 
been the Property of others. Upon Intelligence we received that such an Affair 
was in agitation, an Officer and Sixty Men were ordered there and some addi- 
tions made to a large Building to prevent any Surprize, this has produced a 
Letter and afterwards a Protest, as enter’d in our Foreign Correspondence from 



the Baron Be Vellaroys -wlio is deputed from the Viceroy of Q da as a Gover- 
nour of S* Thome and now at Pondicherry concerting Measures with Mens’' 
Dupliex, he is pleas’d to tell us We should have orders by our Sliips to deliver 
it up the King his Master, which orders We have acquainted him, We sliall 
obey whenever they arrive, but till such Time,* shall look upon it as a Place 
belonging to His Britanniok Majesty . It does not seem probable that the Por- 
tuguese themselves will offer by force to oppose us, but rather the Country 
Government will be made use of As you are pleas’d to approve of our keeping 
it we shall support our Eights thereto. 

13. We wait your pleasure concerning the confiscated houses at Madrass^ 

ihe Prenoh Portuguese Padrees and and of particularJDiservico 

to the Support of Prenoh trade, and in war they have been the channel for 
conveying Advice 

* We humbly beg leave to offer that if their Houses be sold and the 
produce given them, We conceive it will be no injustice. The Portuguese 
Church is a very remarkable Nuisance and We think ought by no means to be 
returned we cannot he tax’d with want of a due regard to Religion in this 
Respect because there are many Churches near Madrass that will answer the 
purpose equally as well, and We Judge it quite necessary that no Prench,’ 
Portuguese Padree, or Armenian be suffer’d to live in the White Town, this can 
be of no Inconvenience as they may be allowed the same protection and Liberty 
of Trade, and have leave to build at a proper distance from the Port. 

Id. After our hopes of his Recovery wo are sorry to acquaint you with the 
Death of M* Robins, the 29‘’‘ IJ1‘' His Judgement Assiduity, and Disinterested- 
ness in the Management of Affairs under his Direction renders the Loss of him 
inexpressible as his agreeable Conduct in private Life makes him generally 
lamented, when He found himself in a dangerous way, he wrote your Honours 
the address that comes in the Packet and one to us. Copy of which you will also 
receive and We shall strictly adhere to. M' Brohier had always the Manage- 
ment of the works when M' Robins was present, and when at Bengal, ' the 
entire Direction of them, in which he always Acquitted himself well as ho is 

particularly recommended by M' Robins to have put the Works 

entirely under his Management. By this ship he writes you very fully in 
regard thereto and We beg leave particularly to recommend him to yourPavour 
as a Capable honest Servant, ho is at present a Lieutenant in the Artillery and 
*tis his choice to be preferred in this Way, M^ Call is a youth. We have often 
heard him speake of as the most promising, and of a Genius for his Profession,- 
He presents you with a Map of Port St. David, and We hope will merit your 
Favour, the rest of the young Gentlemen Wo imagine it was your Intention 
shall be employ’d in this Branch, but as the keeping a General Table for them 
is expensive we shall make a proper allowance for their Diet, as We imagine 
your Honours will send out another Engineer. We sincerely hope he may be as 
capable and as agreeable a man as Mr. Robins. 

16. It is with great concern We have occasion to advice you of the muti- 
nous behaviour of our Officers, that you may have a true knowledge of it, ’tis 
necessary to acquaint you that when our Troops first went abroad in the Service 
of the Government they had a large Gratification but after We had received 
the Grants for Trevendaporum and St. Thome, a Regulation was made by Major 
Lawrence of giving them double pay to support their extraordinary Expenses, 
on this footing were our Troops at Trevady, on this footing our Detachments to 
Trichenopoly and Tanjore, the last Command was also in Camp two .months on 

this Establishment, when the President received the remonstrance No. 1 ; 

the Gentlemen seemed satisfied but in-^^ : — ^possitive and 

mutinous Terms as greatly surprized tJs when We first entered into an Alliance 
with the Nabob, it was with difficulty we prevailed on him to allow this Charge, 
the Loss of his Government has distressed him greatly for money, and yet his 
Generosity has been conspicuous, and we can aver that their’s not an officer but 
has gained very handsomely since they have been abroad. This Affair appear’d 
to us of vei'y bad consequence, your Regulations direct that at the Tryal of all 
officers, two Captains shall be present, but as this is a paper signed by the 
whole Body We are under a necessity of deviating from them, among the many 
bad Customs introduced by the King’s Troops, it is one that when 3 or 4i pitch 
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upon an Affair of this Nature, the Nest are drawn into it by'Threats, that upon 
refusal they shall not rank with them, this is the case at present, many of 
those who have signed those Papers were quite averse to it. We shall therefore 
Single out two or three of the most notorious and send them home in September. 
We hope you will please to support us in this as we are to assure you that 
we. judg’d 'it absolutely necessary, and that not any one of us have the least 
Pique or prejudice against any of them hut ou the contrary they have 
constantly associated with us and been used with the greatest complaisance. 
You were please’d to direct M*" Kohins should sit in Council on Military Affairs 
concurr’d .with us on the proceeding. — 

16. We have already wrote of men to compleat our of 

a turbulent restless disposition instead of answering the purpose will he of 
infinite disservice. 

17. In a private Letter the President has just now received from M' 
Dorrill, Chief of Tellichery, He advises the Prench are pursuing the same 
Ifeasures on the Malabar Coast as they are on this, having fomented some 
differences between the king of Colastria and a Nephew of his whose part they 
have taken, and his Country which is so Contiguous to Tellichery as two or 
three miles, they purpose erecting a Fortification. M^ Dorrill writes before these 
Disturbances arose he had hopes of a large crop of Pepper, hut as they increase 
daily, He is apprehensive of falling short in his Expectations. 

We are, 

Fout S’^' David, Honoukable. 

6'* August 1751. Tour faithful hum. Seiwants. 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

RICHARD STARKE. 
CHARLES BODDAM. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ALEX'^WTNCH. 

Postscripl . — Since closing the separate Address We have received an answei 

to our Protest sent Mons^ Dupliex, Council, grievous affront they 

pretend to have received is in regard to a which we told them 

we could not hut look upon as spurious, tho’ if found otherwise We should 
shew our Resentment ; hut as We had already suffer’d by things of this Nature, 
they must excuse our being overcredulous. In regard to a Nabob not having 
power to mortgage any of his Districts ’tis a thing practis’d frequently when 
they are call’d upon for the Revenue, and we shall remind those gentlemen 
of the affront offer’d our Colours at Cumhaconnum on pretence of its being 
mortgaged to them tho’ at the same time the King of Tanjore absolutely 
deny’d it, as to either Chunda Saib’s appointment to the Government, or 
Mons’’ Dupliex being honourd with the Power they mention, We hear nothing 
of it but from Pondicherry and look upon it as an Invention of their own, by 
this Letter We are convinc’d they will not be restrain’d by any Laws but 
endeavour to cany their Point at all Events which We shall obstruct as much 
as possible. 

We are, 

Fokt S'^ David, Honourable. 

15*’' August .1751. Tour faithful hum* Servants. 

THOMAS SAUNDERS. 

RICHARD STARKE. 

CHARLES BODDAM. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ALEX« WTNCH. 
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To 

Tub IIONOURABLE tub COURT op DIRECTORS, 

for Affairs of the Honourable tlic United Company of Mcrclinnis 

of England trading to the East Indies, 

Honotjhable. 


The Narrative of Affairs relating to the French and Country Government 
Swallow concluded with informing your Honours of our intentions to assist 
Nabob Mahomud Alien Oawn in making a Diverson in the Arcot Country, by 
this means to draw of the Enemy, from Trichenopoly, Wo acoordingly put it in 
Exeeution, a Detaohmont of one hundred and thirty men under the Command 
of Captain Robert Clive embark’d the 22"^ Ult"® on hoard the Wager for Fort 
S* George wliere being reinforced with Eighty Europeans they marched to 
Arcot and beyond expectation enter’d it and took possession of the Fort without 
opposition, the Oircar and Mahomud Ally Oawn’s Colours wore hoisted and the 
Inhabitants not molested on any shape but secur’d as to their property. Captain 
Clive advises us of his having had several skirmishes with the Enemy attended 
with Success, but his force being small and with no horse to pursue, They 
generally terminated with very little advantage. The Nabob has appointed 

his several — - but nothing of consequence can be sent one 

hundred and thirty men to Fort S‘ George lUnder Command of Lieutenant 
Innes as we were inform’d that Chunda Saib’s Son with two thousand Horse, 
some French and Seapoys, were gone from Gingoy towards Arcot. 

By advices from Trichenopoly Chunda Saib’s Army after passing the 
Oallderoon attack’d Ooilady a small Mudd Fort not serviceable, our men were 
oblig’d to abandon it, but not without a considerable Loss to the Enemy, who 
are now forming their passage over the Oavaree, a River between them and 
Trichenopoly — tis thought they have neither forOe nor stores for a Seige, but 
that they intend to blockade it, there is eight Months Provision in the place, the 
Rains are setting in and Chunda Saib distress’d for money to pay his Army ; 
should he be able to surmount these difBcultys there is nothing left for Maho- 
mud Ally but to make the best terms he ean — as ours and tlie Nabob’s Force 
are not able to face them in the field — The greatest disadvantages we have and 
to labour under is the indolence & the apprehensions the Nabob is continually 
under from the French and his want of money, the last We are in hopes of 
removing by being able to collect some of the Revenues belonging to Arcot, the 
King of Tanjore remains neuter, and that of Misorc has sent a Force who are 
now near Trichenopoly ready to join the Nabob, should Chunda Saib prove suc- 
cessful! both these Country’s. 

t- * , * * « « « 

Examining it was found to be wrote in two different hands and agreed to 
be a Spurious one. We were confirmed in this by a confession from the Hircar 
who acknowledged that he came from Pondicherry and was sent by Mons' : 
Dupliex, who upon his telling him that ho had rec^ no Letters or orders in 
regard to the English and refusing to come obliged him to it, another of the 
same Natui’e, was sent to Madras, the Contents are to deliver up the Jaquiers 
of S‘. Thome, Poonamalee and Trevendaporum which wo had unlawfully 
possessd. 

We have received no advices conceriaing the French in Salabat Jing’s 
Camp at Arungabad but it is the General Opinion that not a man will return ; 

«*«*»«« 

Fort S’' David, 

30"' Sept. mi. 


To 

Tub honourable the COURT OP DIRECTORS, 

for Affairs of the Hotiounible the United Company of Merchants 

of England trading to the East Indies. 

C « * » IS ■ * « 

Affairs have taken a much more favourable turn since wo last wrote you, 
our Detachment with the Nabob’s people at Arcot were besciged from the 24'iu' 
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September to the 14*'’ November by the ’Prenoh and Chunda Saib’s son not 
being more than a months Provision, We were oblig’d to send Captain Kil- 
patrick with a Command to their relief, but before he arriv’d the Enemy had 
made two large Breaches and attempted to storm the Port wer? beat off with a 
very considerable Loss, the next day Captain Kilpatrick appearing ' and at the 
same time two thousand (2,000) Morattas horse, they raised the seige and de- 
camp’d leaving their Cannon. On the 3^ Dec/ Captain Clive with the Morattas 
engag’d then in the Pield near Arny, a place about twenty miles on this side 
Arcot, where they were routed, many killed and made Prisoners, they took the 
advantage of the night and each shifted for himself, their next rendesvouze 
was at Chittaput about twenty miles nearer Pondicherry where they have 
gather’d their scatter’d Troops again, taken the Pield and are near Covelong ; it 
said the their design is against S‘ Thome but judged they are not in a condi- 
tion to do it. Cap* Kilpatrick with a Command of Two hundred and thhty 

at Arcot, and Captain Campbell Avith one hundred and 

live hundred (500) Sepoys is encamp’d this diverson in the Arcot 

design in drawing the Nabob will shortly be able to do and by the 

Success that has attended it has raised our Reputation with the natives before 
sunk but too low ; 

At Triohenopoly tbe Enemy had been busy in getting a large quantity of 
Warlike Stores and Cannon, their approches are very little advanced since our 
last, their Camp indeed is much stronger secured, several have been the skir- 
mishes in which we have generally been successful! for particularly in one 
when a Captain Lieutenant, Quartermaster and twenty-one (21) Troopers were 
killed, they are noAV busy in entrenching themselves. As the Nabob has been 
joined by the King of Mysore, three thousand Morattas (3,000), and the King 
of Tanjore expected to declare for him. These circumstances make their 
situation appear as gloomy as ours favourable, what we have to apprehend is their 
being i einforced, or the buying of the Nabob’s Allies. We have therefore thought 
it extreamly necessary to press an eilgagement as soon as possible, the enemy 
are greatly harassed by the Morattas Horse, and if we prove successful! in 
Ihis, their loss must be so very considerable, that if our Supplies from Europe 
bear a proportion to theirs, we may be able in future to prevent their Schemes 
from taking effect, — 

The French continue in possession of Metchlepatam, Diu Island, which 
they are fortifying as well as raising two small batteries at the entrance of 

Madapollam Natives to the northward are greatly alarmed and of 

them the Grants on which they Metchlepatam. 

Diu Island and many other places were given most of them by Mustapha 
.ring who never was legally invested with the Deccan Government. At present 
We have not force, but if we prove successful! here shall then support our 
Claim to Diu Island ; — 

We wrote the Gentlemen in Bengal that if their affairs would admit of its 
Two hundred men would be greatly serviceable to ours, by the last advice, 
from thence. We may expect them shortly ; — 

We have laid before your Honours the most material occurrences since 
our last Dispatch, and if our Conduct meet with your approbation tis our high- 
est ambition. i<y the Warioick we shall tender our qsual address. 

With the greatest Respect, 

We are, 

HoNOTTRABIiE 

Your faithful humble Servants, ' 
THOMAS SAUNDERS. 

RICHARD STARKE. 

CHARLES BODDAM. 

HENRY POWNET. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ALEX® WYNCH. 


Port St. David, 
Soth January 1753. 
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'ijp- His Majesty’s Sloop Swallow, Dup. ‘fJ’ Admiral Vernon, Trip. "ilP' JBomhay 

Castle. 

To . ' • 

The HONOTJ11A.BLE the COUllT op DIRECTORS, 

for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies. 

UONOTJRABLE. 

1. The last time We addressed your Honours on this Head was under date 
the 24*** Tehruary, We shall now reassume the Sabjeot. 

2. Though we have .attempted by many different tvays We could never 
get a Letter Conveyed to Salabat Jing, nor have we reed, any that we believe 
came directly from him, what have been brought us liave been generally from 
Pondichery, the best accounts we can collect from Aurangabad are that Gauzede 
Cawn (whether thro’ Jealousy or that he disapproves of tbe steps taken by his 
brother or perceives the Prench are under a specious pretence endeavouring to 
possess themselves of the Province) is not inclinable to favour the Prench or 
the present schemes, Salahat Jing was for some time embarrassed in a War 

with the Morattas, this terminated in a peace, the latter being engaged 

in their own country, he afterwards returned to Aurangabad 

perswasions of the Prenoh set out for ■■ ^liis Duan our 

greatest Enemy and consequently in the Interest of our Neighbours was killed 
in a dispute that arose with him and the leading Men, Salabat Jing We hear is 
since arrived at Golconda. 

3. Mr. DupUex perceiving Qhimda Saib’s Affairs xipon the decline wrote 
strenuously for assistance, the Prench Subadar with a body of Horse and about 
sixty Europeans with Officers were detached but in their march stopped by 
the Guddapah and Condanore Nabobs, only two officers with their Baggage 
are arrived at Pullieat. — 

4. Notwithstanding the Interest the Prerich had in Salabat Jings Divan 
their application and Endeavours to ruin our Pactory, to the Northward, their 
schemes have proved abortive. We have suffered nothing more considerable 
than before advised you, Jaffer Ally Cawn return’d to the Rajahmundrum ’ 
Government, who at first declared he had fresh orders to demolish our Settle- 
ments, but since writes to Mr. Westcott that he had orders to restore us to our 
former privileges and this is confirmed by a Letter the President has received 
from him in Answer to one wrote demanding the Reasons for the Affronts offered 
us, and ordering an Account of the damages We had received to be laid before 
him. We have received from this Nabob several marks of Priendship. 

5. The Prench are still in possession of Narsipore, Metchlepatam and Diu 
Island, in the two latter they are carrying on their Portifications. 

6. Our Narrative of the Affairs of this province concluded with informing 
you that the Enemy were endeavouring to cause a diversion by hanusing us in 
our own Districts which was not then in our power to prevent, that we had 
received a Reinforcement from Bengal, and had sent Captain Olive to Madras 
on his arrival with what Porces we could muster he took the Pield and found 
the Enemy strongly encamped at Vendalpre, a place about 15 miles distant 
from thence, in the Night they decamped and took the rout'of Arcot pursued 

by the Nabobs Ooveripauk about seven mile^ off this had 

intention being to surprize Arcot, here an Engagement ensured fatal to 
the Enemy, most of their European Porce being killed or taken prisoners , 
with the Loss of their Cannon and Baggage ; a lucky event this, as it cleared 
us from their Incursions here and gave us an opportunity to pursue the 
grand point. Captain Gingins having wrote ns with the addition of • this 
Force he shoud be able to defeat the Enemy, We therefore immediately 
ordered Captain Cline to march, he took S‘ David in his way,* and whilst he 
was replacing his Military Stores arrived Ship Durringtoni Major Lawrence at 
liis request bad the Command given him, he set out for Trichenopoly the , 
ISfch Slarob, met with nothing to impede him ’till within a small distance of 
the enemy, they march’'* out but were obliged to retreat and the Major joined 
the Army under the Walls of Trichenopoly, a good distressed for provisions, 
possibly somewhat disappointed. Cbunda and his Allies early in the morning 
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lt‘fl {heir Kntvonchmcni and mado a handsome vetiveat 'without Loss of a man 
Cannon or Ihiirirage to Syringain Pagoda situated on an Island and supported 
hy several Out ))Osts in their ijossession, it took some time to drive them from 
these when a Uloekadc ensued, ^lonsieur D'Autcuil with a strong escort of 
money and AVarliko Stores was obliged to retreat to Utatoro and being dislodged 
from thence, to Poleonda when Captain elite with thcNahoh’s Porces engaged 
and defeated him, the place surrender’d hy which they became Masters of the 
Stoves and Ammunition, the defeat of this escort drove them to great Streights 
in Syringam whore every thing grew scarce, Chnnda Sail) apprehending the 
jdace would he taken meditated means of escape, it is said he received en- 
counigemejit from the Tanjoro General, ho left the place accompanyed hy a 
very few, :is he passed hy the Cenlrys, ho was Challeng’d, (jxaminM, and soon dis- 
tinguished, they eonducled him to theTanjorc (■icneral where he remained all that 

night, the next, day a dispute, arose between the Allies who should have 

him ajid not ordered his head to he struck olT which was afterwards exposed 

in the Camp. The Prmch say this General had wrote to Chundn Sail), promised 
itim to facilitate his Escape and that no violence should he olVe.r’d him. The Nabob 
knowing the jjlaee drove If) gre.ai exlrcmity summon’d it, several Letters passed, 
the Honours of AVar were demanded on one side and reject cd on the otlicr, at 
length it snnenderd to him, the only request Monsieur Law made was, that 
the oiUeers and Voluutiers should return to Pondicherry, hut fearing the ill 
treatjnenl of the Soldiers at Trichonopoly requested that they might remain 
Prisoners at St. David and Madra‘;s obliging himself to make good all that 
might desert on the Hoad. Chnnda Sail) destroy’d, the Enemy’s Troops either 
gone over to theN.ahnh, killed or I’risojjcrs, gave tis ureat hopes that wo should 
have been able to have given yon the happy News of the Province being settled, 
hut fresh dinicullys arise and Clouds intereepi that agreeable prospect. The 
Nabob not able to support the expenses of the Warcontr.aetcdau Alliance with 
the King fif Mysore who brought with him the .Morattoes niul supplycd him 
with Money, what agreement jmssed between them was still now not known, M' 
Lawrence's ordci's were in case of Victory to march with the whole Force, 
after jiroviding for the Scemity of Trichenopoly and Tanjore, to Gingy. The 
Mysore and Morattoes refused to join him ’till the Engagement the Nabob had 
entered into was fullfillcd which was no less than to deliver to the Mysore 
King the Fort of Triclumopoly and that country, several days p.ist in endea- 
vouring to reeoneilo this jilfair hut to no otiier purpose, liiau tlic ifysorc King 
declaring if the English would guarantee it to be delivered to him after the 
Nabob was settled in his Gov<?rnmen 1 . In* should he .satisfied, this Affair gives 
us great uneasiness, the Nabob acknowledges he has no right to give away so 
gre.'lta district, We. arc in Alliance with the Circar to jirotect not despoil it of 
the P.cvenucs nor can we with any decency appear in it, on the other hand 

the Mysore -Nahoh’s sole support .should the Marattas ospose 

^mnharnissed if not ruin’d, at the same lime Mr. Duplci.x is not 

idle, hut studys to foment this division and turn it to his own advantage, 
the President has wrote a Letter to the Mysore King desiring ho would drop 
this dispute for the pri?sent and join the. Ai'iny assuring him of his Friendship 
and intention to settle every tiling agreeably, this \Vc hope will have the 
desired elTccl.. AVe shall close this long paragraph with assuring you that our 
greatest attention and study will ho to accomodate this unlucky difference. 

7 . 'Monsieur Dupleix elated with his last year’s success against Nazir Jung 
and conscious of the pompous Accounts he has spread at home as ivell as 
abroad of the whole Coast being within his Grasp, you will no doubt sup- 
])t)se is greatly chngrind at this turn of affairs, the storm is up, he quarrells 
with his itclntions, arraigns his Ofliccr.s, M' Law is under continement, and we 
are on all occasions pester’d with the Depositions of the Oflicers, these Depositions 
as they ndate to the tr.ansactions of the Campaign have been forwjirded to, iP 
Lawrence desiring he will Answer them and send us Copys of the Several Letters 
that have passed between, him and the French Olficers in general that AA^o may 
he able to reply, after we had heard of Ohunda Saib’s being taken Mons' 
D’Autcnil’s defeat, and that Syringham was on the point of surrender M’ 
Du2)lcix honour’d us with a Letter setting forth he had that moment received 
one from Salabat Jing empowering him to restore peace to the province not 
doubting of our concurrence and as a Basis for prcliminarys 2)ur2)osed the Nabp^'^- 
028 r. D. ,i 
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sliould have Triclienopoly. We have great reason to douht his peaceable inten- 
tions and rather conclude ’tis to gain time and concert measures for War. 

Our reply was that we should gladly contribute to it & write the Nabob, he 

has since favoured ns with— address demanding the prisoners and— — — 

enter into no accomodation with the Nabob until they are delivered up. 

* this is a point we can by no means concede to, they are not ours but 
the Nabobs, nor would they have been in our Settlement but at the earnest 
request of Mons’^ Law who made himself responsible even for any deserters, 
and they w;ere to be considered as the Nabobs, the above is a relation of what 
has passed and our situation at present. 

8. The Expences of the War, the Galamitys it has produced, a stagnation of 
Trade and a continual uneasy Situation makes peace desirable if it could be 
settled upon a firm foundation, add to this that the actions of these people are 
guided by no Laws, their principles so bad that no Confidence is to be put in 
them, and that even already they have learnt so much of the art of War, and 
so many Warlike Stores Scatter’d in the country as may in time annoy us. 

9. As a Basis for this peace We must insist on the Nabob’s enjoying his 
Government in every respect to the full extent as formerly, our Allies the Kings 
of Tanjore and Mysore must be included, the Erench must quit those places 
they have possessed themselves of, that annoy us, the Nabob may gratify them 
with others if he pleases, the prisoners to be released on condition not serve 
more against the Nabob, these are not unreasonable demands and such as pos- 
sibly if the Nabob’s Army comes into this province and the French receive no 
great reinforcement from Europe they may agree to but otherwise we doubt it. 

10. Should a peace be concluded the French will then have an opportu- 
nity of employing theh Troops in the other parts, Metchlepatam and Diu 

Island will immediately their care, and Tellichery will be reinforced, 

notwithstanding the Nabob’s success has been beyond expectation yet Affairs 
remain very unsettled and are liable to very great change. We therefore 

humbly offer opinion that you will please to continue sending— 

Eecruits as the Ship ^possibly accomodates. 

11. We have not yet put you to .any Expence of presents nor shall We 
ever do it if to be avoided, nor shall the Troop of Horse be Continued an hour 
longer than the Troubles render it necessary to be. 

12. We have taken this opportunity to lay before you a state of the most 
material Affairs, knowing that the Account of our situation ^ Swallow cannot 
be very pleasing and that these may be acceptable, it only remains to assure 
you that our constant study and attention will be to promote the success of 
your Affairs, being with the greatest respect : — 


Honoukable, 

Fort S'^. George, Tour faithf ull hum’’ Servants. 

The 5th July 1762. THO^ SAUNDERS. 

RIC» STARKE. 

WILL” KINNEER. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

A« WTNCH. 

THOMAS COOKE. 


JOHN SMITH. 
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Tid Bnssoi'nh q/^ Brill, Dnp, vid Bengal per Mary, Trip Admiral Fernon. 

To 

The HON’BLE the COURT of 

Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble tlie United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Ea«t Indies. 

1. * * s * » * 

2. Nana lias sent a Vackeel here as well as to Bombay, desiring we would 
continue to assist Nabob Mabomud Ally, and send Troops to join Gauzedee 
Cawn, We have before mentioned the uncertainty of Letters from hence, Sala- 
bat Jing’s Army lying between us renders the sending a small Force from this 
side impracticable, besides that the Fixpence attending it must be very great. 
The best expedient we could think on was to furnish LF. Bourchier with the 
necessary Instructions in regard to our Affairs here, and to request he would 
send a Detachment from thence, as it might he more easily effected, having the 
country of a Friend to march through, and being much nearer. The Particulars 
are entered in our private Correspondence. We beg leave to observe to your 
Honours that on the success of one or the other of these Princes depends 
greatly that of the Nabob and his enemies in this Province. The French have, 
as much as their Affairs would admit, reinforced their Detachment with Salabat 
Jing, the great advantages of a Train and small Force of Europeans have in 
several Instances been very Evident, Gauzede Oawn’s Army is greatly superiour 
in number but has no European Train, should they come to an accomodation 
Salabat Jing will certainly support the Interest of his Allies : these are the 
difficultys we apprehend and shall endeavour to remove. 

3. The DilVerence between the Nabob and King of Mysore is not yet accomo- 
dated, The latter sent his Vackeel to us desiring we would he Guarantee and sign 
the agreement of the Nabob for the delivery of Triehinopoly which being done he 
would continue to assist him with Forces and Money, the former declared that he 
had not a power to give away so large a Province of his Dominions, which must be 

his ruin he was — compelled him to to come from Salabat Jing desiring 

us to assist Nabob Mahomed Ally, and advising us that he had no Authority to 
give, nor the other to demand Triehinopoly, the same has been wrote to the 
King of Mysore ordering him to desist, as we found this an intricate Affair, 
it was judged most prudent not to concern ourselves in it : we therefore wrote 
the King of Mysore that we were Merchants, Allies to the Circar and not 
principals, that we could not pretend to interfere in things of this nature but 
should be glad could we any ways be Instrumental in reconciling the difference 
as Mediators, and always maintain a strict Friendship with him, he still per- 
sists in his demand, the Nabob beyond doubt made him a promise of it but the 
other well knew he had no power to do it nor could he expect to enjoy it 
peaceably. The King of Mysore is inmensely Rich and possessed of large 
Dominions, The addition of this Province would make him too powerfull. The 
King of Tanjore whose Country is adjoining would immediately be swallowed 
up and ruin’d. This unlucky Affair was the occasion of a very great delay in 
the march of the Army, which had it, more immediately after the taking of 
Syringham the whole province must have fell to the Nabob, at least there 
was a probability of it, at length the Forces March’d to Outatore and from 
thence Yolconda leaving the Nabob to follow them after accomodating his 
Affairs but it being intimated to Major Lawrence the Morattas intended to 
stop him, the Major returned to Triehinopoly, and after a stay of two days when 
matters to all appearance being settled, the Nabob and he set out and joined the 
Army, The Mysorean and Moratta continuing close to the walls of Triehinopoly 
where a Garrison was left sufficient to defend it ; Trivady a place about twenty 
miles from St. David surrender’d immediately to the Nabob, here Major Lawrence 

being ill requested Madrass which was granted & the commsnd 

Clarke till Major Kinneer who was' ■■ These small intervals 

proved greatly advantagious to the Enemy, it afforded them time re 
enlist a number of Seapoys, and the French ships arrived with officers sna 
men. Major Kinneer took the Command and pursued the plan, which was to 
take Gingee, by which means large part of the Province would he sector 

the Nabob. In his way Bellapore was taken, on his arrival at Ging£«,-* 
been reinforced and appear’d too strong upon -reconnoitring, to unc.r^^^.H^ 
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seige of. The I’rench, hy the arrival of their Ships, had now a small Arm 3 % 
which was detach’d to succonr Gingee, the Nabob’s Array on their return 
found them strongly encamped at Vickerawaundy and attacked them, though 
they were greatly inferior in number their situation was so advantagious as 
obliged the Nabob’s Army to desist. Major Kinneer having received a Wound 
in his Leg, the Loss of the Enemy’s side was much greater than ours, the 
Nabob’s Army continued their march uninterrupted and Arrived at Trivady, 
Major Kinneer’s returning into Garrison, Capt. Clarke had the Command till 
the Arrival of Major Lawrence, who being recovered u^as appointed to it. The 
Enemy elated with the late success march’d and encamped at Bawoor on the 
Edge of our Bounds of St. David, this drew the Nabob’s Army from Trivady, 
who likewise encamped near them which had the desired Effect, they drew off 
in the night and retreated towards Pondicherry ; The Nabob’s Army following 
‘till they were within their Bounds, several small Skirmishes happened and 
some Yillages were burnt when finding it impracticable to bring them to an 
Engagement, return’d to Bawoor, the Enemy perceiving the Country has 
suffered by retreating again advanced in sight of the Nabob’s Army, when 
measures were concerted, they were attacked early in the morning, a general and 
smart Engagement ensued. Victory was on the side of— ——three Quarter 

parts of the Enemy were killed and taken with the Loss of their cannons. 

Tents and Baggage Fort of Covelen, and Chingalaput another Fort 

belonging to the Circar both taken by the Enemy during Chunda’s Behellion, 
not appearing any Force at present to obstruct their designs, the Nabob 
thought it a proper Juncture to reduce them, accordingly Captain Qlwe with 
some New Recruits and Seapoys Joined his forces and went against Saudet 
Bundar, it made some Resistance till a Batterry was erected when it sur- 
render’d, the Garrison Prisoners to the Nabob. This was lucky ly some hours 
before the Arrival of a Reinforcement from Chingalaput, who not knowing 
the Place was in the Nabob’s hands advanced to relieve it, they were engaged 
and defeated, part made Prisoners the rest escaped, this was great encouragem*, 
for the undertaking of Chingalaput part of the Army with two Field pieces 
were immediatetely detached, and after Garrisoning and providing for the 
seoTxrity of Saudet Bundar the remainder followed. Chingalaput is a place 
not only by situation (being almost encompassed by Morass and only one 
■avenue to it) but by a double Wallof stpneanda Ditch, very strong. It required 
some time to bring up the heavy Cannon without which nothing could be done, 
a Battery was erected, in a few days a sufficient Breach was made in the out- 
ward Wall and afterwards part of the inward, when the place surrender’d upon 
honourable Terms, the Garrison to march out giving their parole not to serve 
against the Nabob. The strength of this place was such that had it been pro- 
perly Garrison’d and furnished with stores and provisions, Nazar Jing’s whole 
army could not have taken it. Several other Forts reduced to the Nabob’s Obe- 
dience are of great strength, but when so weakly defended those strong Walls 
are of little signification, the Loss sustained in taking these places and the time 
has been trifling. 

4. During this Expedition that the Enemy m%ht it was judged 

necessary that the Grand — : might at the same time reduce Vandewash & 

Chettaput. 

which would secure all this part of the Provinces, they accordingly moved 
from Trivady and set down before Vandewash, the Governour of which place came 
to a composition for three Lacks of Rupees, The Nabob was extreamly pressing 
for the taking of Ohettaput, which as we were assured was but very weakly Gar- 
rison’di We recommended to Major Lawrence, but he thought proper to decline 
it and the Army returned to Trivady. 

5. We are now to relate to you the part the French and we have borne in 
these troubles with the several Circumstances attending them ; That of' the 
JBrenoh, a7i allie of Chunda Saib, We in alliance voith Mahomed Ally; Ohuhda 
Saib never was Nabob of the Province but by order of Mustapha Jing and 
Salabat Jing ; Mahomed Ally had his saned from Nazir Jung, is since con- 
firmed by Gauzede Oaun, nay Salabat Jing; as Allies We both acted, Prisoners 
of our respective Nations were as such. We before inform’d you that Chunda 
Saib was delivered ' up to the Tanjore General, his Troops still continued to 
defend Syringham, and with -them his Allies drove to extremity surrender’d. 
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The Garrison submitted themselves Prisoners to the Nabob, Mous' Law sensi- 
ble’ of the Illtreatment the Prisoners must receive from the Moors requested 
they might remain as Nabob’s Prisoners at S‘ David andMadrass, M* Lawrence 
agreed to it, for particulars We beg leave to refer you to the Correspondence for 
Lawrence’s Deposition and M? Law’s letter. M' Lawrence sent these into S‘- 
David, since which M"- Dupleix has demanded them alledging that as the Nations 
are at peace according to Treaty they cannot be Prisoners under our Colours, 
our reply was that We had no Prisoners, that by' M^- Law’s Capitulation and re- 
quest there were some of we were ready to deliver when the Nabob 

and M'- Law who had entrusted them with us should desue it, esteeming the 
Act of hP- Law Commanding Officer as valid, not satisfyed with this answer 

M** Dupleix Ships & Boats to Prisoners a Company 

passports by Boats ot Port S*- David, whom he still detains. We 

protested against this open act of Violence and Breach of Treaty, hut have been 
carefull not to return it. The correspondence with the several Depositions on 
these occasions will sufficiently prove that both We and they have been respect- 
ed as Allies not principals, We have strictly kept the paroles, they have fre- 
quently broke theirs, officers having appeared in the Field contrary to their 
agreement, the penalty of which* is well known. We interested ourselves in sav- 
ing them, judging the Act not choice but the Compulsion of M'* Dupleix, The 
Letters of their officers will sufficiently shew the politeness of ours on all 
occasions as well as the meanness of their own. The same conduct has been 
shew’d us whatever Force M'' Dupleix may put on the Death of Chunda 
Saib, the Troops were Acting as his Allies against Mahomed Ally 
by whom they were taken, since, this We have not interfered, the Nabob 
disposes of his Prisoners as he pleases and both officers and men vent their 
Spleen on M'- Dupleix. 

6. Wee shall avoid taking Notice of Metchlepatam and Din Island as both 
these places are Heads on your Books, and the taking them is an actual Breach 
of Treaty, what regards the Country Government is the necessary to be laid 
before you, when our Colours were hoisted at Combookonum no regard was 
paid to them, they were pulled down. When we informed M'- Dupleix that 
Trichenopoly was Mortgaged to us and our Colours hoisted. He wrote us they 
should be no Sanction to us, our Troops and our Troops only, with his Majesty’s 
Colours displayed were Beseiged in Arcot, The French had a Battery with 
their coloura hoisted playing against us, ‘The Mount Houses which is under the 
district of St. Thome were plundered by the French and Chunda’s people and 
the spoil carried to Pondichery. It will, we believe, appear strange to you as 

well as to us, that M"^* Dupleix after Rule for his Conduct, where- 

ever he shall immediately call such place his most Christian 

Majesty’s and when the Nabob attacks & takes it protest against us 
for Breach of Treaty, this is’ the case in regard to Trivady, Bellapore, Gingee, 
Chingalaput, and Saudet .Bundar. If he really thought so he would have 
preserved the same Conduct to us from these places ; The several Ravage are 
Committed from Chingalaput and Saudet Bundar, even our Firewood and pro- 
visions have been taken, the French Bounds we have always held sacred and 
taken infinite pains to prevent the Nabob’s Troops from injuring them, in 
short he changes and suits his measures ' to the circumstances of his Affairs, 
at one time Chunda’s Allie at another Nabob of the country from Cape Com- 

, morine to the River Kistnah and now a principal, to this latter We have answer’d 
that we shall hold inviolably sacred the Treaty subsisting and though provoked 
to it by the several Acts of Violence he has Committed, not dare to infringe it. 
But that as we do not conceive this forbids us from cultivating a friendship 
and Alliance with other parts of the world, we cannot break that with Mahomed 
Allee Cawn. 

7. We are sorry our intentions to promote a peace have not met with the' 
•desired effect, the Nabob sent his Vackeel to Mr. Dupleix who was answered 
very haughtily, that he delivered up his Prisoners he would not treat with 
him, by which we are convinced that he has no Intentions to conclude one as 
We know the Terms the Nabob would have given were very advantagious, the 
French would not have been Buffer’s by the 111 success of Chunda Saib, the value 
of the whole they were in possession of, would have been granted them 
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wMcli amouats to no less a sum than between’ five and six Lacks or.P».upees a. 
year, but this was rejected. . ’ . 

8. From the foregoing we must inf err that it seems to ' us ' certain Mr, 
D-upleix after refusing such proposals will pursue" his scheme, and if we may 

presume to form a Judgment by what has already keep no Measures 

with doubting whether from his Council, to transact all 

Affairs, and whether he ever cpmmunieated our Letters to them, We directed 
our addresses jointly to them and put the question but received no Answer^’ 
.Mr. Dupleix writes us he is the King’s Governor, we continue our Letters 
under direction to the Governor and Council and charge them as responsible 
jointly and in their respective persons for* all Acts of Hostility Committed. 
We must repeat that Affairs in this Province depend greatly on those at 
Aurungahad, to support Gauzede' Cawn and prevent their entering into an 
Alliance with him are what we must endeavour at. The Alliances of the 
■Nabob in the Province are precarious, the Mysore King is disgusted greatly 
at his disappointment of Triclienopoly, the Morattas are in his pay, M' 
Dupleix is Negociating with them, his Success as yet uncertain. The French 
Force including Prisoners and the .Detachment with Salahat Jing is about 
equal to ours, these deducted much inferiour, they are till in expectation 
of one ship with three hundred Men, and are draughting all the men and 
Coffreys from the Islands, what supply may he sent from Europe , your 
Honours must he best able to judge, at so critical a juncture We humbly 
hope you will send us Recruits and Stores, as on if depends the Welfare of 
your Settlements. 

9. We are sorry to say Major Lawrence is dissatisfy ed, whatever concerns 
these Expeditions is the Result of Resolution of Consultation and is Communi- 
cated to him in the gentlest terms, in this as well as all other Affairs. We shall 
be governed by your Orders and a true Regard for your Interest which we 
hope will merit your approbation. 

We are. 

Honourable, 

Your Faithfull humble Servants, 

FoBi St. George, ^ THO®- SAUNDERS. 

3rd November 1752. 

CHARLES BODDAM. 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ALEXANDER WYNCH. 
JOHN SMITH. 


To 


^ Admiral Fenton, Dup. ^ Bombay Castle, Trip. Chesterfield. 
The honourable the COURT or DIRECTORS 


for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants 

of England Trading to the East Indies. 

1 . * * * * » * « 

2. Our last advices concluded with Gauzede Cawn’s having obtained a 
saned for the Decan Country, the Nana coming to join him and his march 
towards Aurungahad where he was scarcely arrived but poisoned by Salabat 
Jing’s mother, this did not prevent the Nana’s continuing his march he - en- 
camped near Salabat Jing’s Army, a Skirmish ensued when an accomodation 
succeeded by granting the Morattoes several Provinces before promised, him 
by Gauzede Cawn , whose Son We hear is appointed to his Father’s Government, 
and as the several Omras are discontented at the large tract of Country 
given the Morattoes . and the heavy Expence of the French Troops- whose 
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designs they seem to he acquainted witli, We think the troubles will still 
subsist, all means were tryed by the French Officer to prevail on Salabat Jing 
to march to this. Province which occasioned a General murmer amongst the 
leading Men who dissuaded him from it. We hear he is gone towards Aurunga- 
bad, the French then attempted to -get a saned for the Areot Province, in this 

they were unsuccessful also, the Nana having ^his affairs march’d 

this way and by report is on—— — — ^Biver Kistnah it is will 

either come himself or send one of his officers to settle affairs here, as We 
have, always found the Affairs of the* Country Government so liable ;to change 
we cannot have an entire dependance on it, nor can we be certain what steps' 
he will take, a friendly Correspondence has passed and he assures both the 
Nabob and us of his Friendship. 

3. The Mysore King and Morarow. have joined the French, the fornier 
seems resolved on Trichenopoly where in an Action Seventy of our men and 
two Officers were killed, the French And Morarow are eUcamped on the Paniar 
Biver about Six miles distant from the Nabob’s A.rmy at Trivady, nothing of 
any great consequence has passed, they are but weak in Europeans but the 
Nabob is defective in horse and we dont think it prudent to run too great 
risks as a stroke of ill Fortune at this juncture would be irretrievable, we wish 
we would give your Honours any hopes that peace would be restored to the 
Province, of this we see no probability, the contention in Nizam’s Family and 
the Besolution the French have taken to pursue their Scheme are our Beasons, 
they depend on a large reinforcement from Europe and are Collecting what 
they can from the Islands and their other settlements. We hope your Honours 
will comply with our request for Military and Stores as on them depends the 
safety of your Trade and Settlements. 

4. Mess”- Taylor and Westgarth write us that the King of Pegue had 

granted the former Privileges and a Factory at Syrian where they had hoisted 
his Hritannick Majesty’s Colours, that he disswaded them from a Settlement at 
the Negrais alledging the unwholesomeness of its situation, however that they 
should have it in preference to all other European Nations his Majesty’s pro- 
mise may possibly be only to amuse us. We shall therefore of the Vessels 

to Pegue address his Majesty with a present, remonstrate to him the risque- of 
large ships going to Pegue Biver, desire the Negrais must be granted to us for 
this purpose, offer to enter into an Alliance with him and do what else niay be 
necessary to the forwarding this Scheme. 

5. In our last we mentioned to your Honours that M'- Lawrence was un- 
easy, ’twould be taking up too much of your time to repeat here what has 
passed on this occasion, Wb must therefore beg leave to refer you to our private 
Correspondence where the several Facts and Circumstances are related. 

6. As the Post of Commander-in-Chief of your Forces in India and that of 
Major of your Presidency of Fort S‘ George are of weight, and as when M"^ 
Lawrence may return to Europe, Gentlemen of different Sentiments may in 
future be appointed to succeed to it. We with submission request your Honours 
.explanation of some particulars relating thereto. . In your Begulations which 
we regard as the only Buie for our Conduct you are to direct that the Major is 
to recommend to Vacancys to be approved by the Governour and Council, that 
no Officer be superseded without just reason for it. The sense of this is we 
think very plain, but if it should happen that the naming of all officers should 
have the Construction put upon it to imply the absolute appointing them with- 
out reserve, this (tho’ we shall never put that Construction on it) may occasion 
some disputes, it sometimes happens an officer of particular Merit might be an 
exception but oftener passion, prejudice and private Interest may dictate, and 
here ’twould be the highest Injustice to supercede an officer who bad equal 
Merit, besides an innovation of this nature would be an inlet to a total sub- 
•version of all regulation and we' think a great discouragement to the whole 
Corps. 

7. Tou will please to observe by Major Kinneer’s Letter some doubt in 
regard to his Bank, and this may be carried still further, your Chief and 
Besidents at Subordinate Factorys are in general in Stations below the third 
in Council, it would be highly unreasonable that an. Officer, a perfect stranger, 
to the Affairs of a subordinacy, should put things out of their regular Chan- 



nel and take upon him the managment of affairs he knew nothing of, and. yet 
this was hinted at. 

S. ’Tis your particular order that the Comniander-in-Olnef when at the Pred- 
dency or the Major shall have a Seat in Council as third and dehate on Mili- 
tary Affairs, We are greatly obliged to you for this Assistance in a branch 
where it cannot be supposed We have any extensive knowledge and shall 
always embrace it in disciplining the Military, the Stores necessary for it, the 
manner of attacking places, and the disposition of thle men in the Field, are so 
directly the Province of an officer that it would be madness to interfere 
in it, but upon weighing the several Circumstances and different Interest of 
the Governments, surely each Gentleman from his Experience can give his 
opinion, and it may happen that a hlilitary officer who possibly might not have 
this Experience shall refuse to follow orders, this would give us infinite uneasi- 
ness in a country where officers are not easily replaced. 

9 Though it is the Custom in Europe for each officer to receive pay of his 
whole Csmpany it Tcay be attended with ill Convenience, We have no reason 
to imagine any thing, now, but all men are not of the same Complexion, 
It may certainly be said that it admits of an opportunity of abusing the 
Men, and this cannot so well be when each man receives his pay at the 
pay Table. 

10. It would be of great service if every Subaltern who receives a 
Captain’s Commission contract to serve five years and all officers sent out of 
Europe the same, this is no more than your Covenanted Servants do. M' 
Chabbert came out to Command one of your Swiss Company s, he thinks fit 
to return, he will make a good Voyage if what is reported is true that his 
Lieutenant M' Gaup has agreed to give him a handsome Gratuity for the 
Company, and yet he has been of no servicu to your Affairs. 

11. Though we shall constantly put your Orders in Execution and take 
all measures We judge for your interest as well as reject such as We judge 
detrimental, yet to prevent ill conveniencys we request your Honours will 
please to be plain as possible in giving us your . Sentiments and orders upon 
these particulars, that every man may clearly know and consequently must 
do Ids duty. ‘ Tis a very Common Kemark that the Life of an officer is so 
habituated always to carry Command that it may sometimes chance not to be 
Concurrent with Civil Affairs and if care is not taken to prevent it and Govern- 
ment supported in the execution of your Orders, Confusion must be the Con- 
sequence, the avoiding of which is the only inducement for our troubling you 
with the foregoing Paragraphs, 

We are’, 

HoXOTIRABLn, 

Your Faitbfull humble Servants, 

Fobt St. Geoege, THO® SAUJsDERS. 

52'* February 1753. CHAR® BODDAM. 

HEXRT POWNET. 

A® WTHCH. 

JOHN SMITH. 


^ Delatcar, Cup ^ Btagov, Trip. ^ Lurringlon, 

To 

The HOIJOCRaBE th« COURT or DIRECTORS 

for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
• . England trading to the East Indies. 

* * « * , 

W e shall now proceed to the Affairs of this Continent where the whole 
^mpire seems to be in a Ferment. 
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' 12. Erom Delhi We hear of .a Eebellioh fomented and headed by the 

Grand Vizier Munsoor Ally Oawn who formed a Design of detlironing the Em*- 
peror Achmud Cawn, Son to Mahomed Catvn, who reigned when Shaw Thomas 
took Delhi, this plot was discovered to the Emperor by his Buxsey Amadal- 
mulluck just at the Time the Vizier’s People were entering the gate of the Cita- 
del, and by this means his Scheme proved abortive. A Oohlerence ensued but 
terminated without any Accommodation, and the Vizier was degraded. from his 
several Posts in the Government, the next Morning he raised Batteries, and 
some shott were exchanged, Conferences were again renewed but came to no 
Conclusion. The Vizier ordered the City to be plundered, the Damage sustained 
hereby is said to amount to Seven Carouts of Eupees. By this time the Em- 

^ peror had Collected Eorces sufficient to drive 1^ from thence, several Skir- 
mishes ensued afterwards in which success generally fell to the Emperor. 
These Advices the 22nd Sept* last, & when wrote both sides were making 
Preparations for War : — 

13. The Morattoes pretend a Eight of receiving a Chout or Tribute of one- 
fourth Part of the Eevenues. This Eight is founded on Power and therefore 
often contested, when they have a superiour Force they exact more, but sometimes 
are forced to be contented with less. The intestine Broils that now subsist give 
too favourable an opportunity to be neglected by these Free Booters who are 
in most Parts of the Empire ravaging, and raising Contributions. On Gauzede- 
Oawn’s March towards Aurungabad he was accompanied by the Nana who is 
the Sou Eajah’s Chief General, after the death of Gauzede Cawn he had a skir- 
mish with Salabat Jiog’s Army who came to an Accomodation with him by 
the Grants of Jagueers to a considerable Amount, He then took the Eout of this 
Province. We received Letters from him acquainting us he would join Nabob 
Mohomed Alice and had reason to expect he would, as we were informed from 
Gov* Bourchier at Bombay he had received several Letters from him to the 
same Purpose, he came near our Confines but proceeded to the Mysore Country 
where he committed Hostilities till the King purchased a Peace for 26 Lack of 
Eupees, We wrote to him by our Vackeel, his Eeply was that urgent Affairs 
pressed a Eeturn to his Country but that we might depend on his coming back 
after the Moonsoon, thus in 8 months with very little Trouble but marching 
over a large Tract of Land he has acquired 2 Carouts of Eupees and is we hear 
safe at Ponnah. 

14. Salabat Jing after the Accomodation with the Nana had Leisure to 
attend to his own Affairs when the measures to be taken were brought on the 
Carpet, the French used their utmost Efforts to persuade him to march to this 
Province but the several Omrahs opposed it strenuously and prevailed on him 
to go to Aurungabad where and in its Neighbourhood he has Continued. Jea- 
lousy, the everprevailing Passion of Eastern Princes, has led him to shut up 
his fcothers Nizam Ally and Sydoo Sheriff in the Fort of Dowlatabad where 
they remain confined. By wbat we can learn he has been, and is greatly dis- 

• tressed for money to pay his Army. A circumstance happen’d which promised 
favorably to ‘ the Nabob’s Affairs. Sidoo Lascar Cawn, an Omrah of great 
Eepute who had been in Disgrace was restored to favour and had the sole 
management of his Affairs. This Omrah we are told is well affected to Nabob 
Mahomed Ally Cawn and greatly disapproved Salabat Jing’s Attachment to the 
French. There seems to us a probability in this Eeport, as very soon after their 
Troops were dismissed and came toHydrobad; but a difference arising between 
Salabat Jing and the Nana they are since recalled and have been strengthened 
by several Detachments from Pondicherry, to form these no means have been 
left untried (as we are informed) to debauch the English and Swiss Prisoners 
and several of the latter have been prevailed on to enter into the French Service, 
this seems a little extraordinary as M* Dupleix has repeatedly declared he 
considered them as Hostages & not as Prisoners. It has been reported 
Gauzede Oawne’s Son had received a saned for the Decan, but the Gkoubles at 
Delhy have prevented his march this way. 

15. The French are in possession of Metchlepatam, Din Island, and Narse- 
pore and are. endeavouring to get grants for the whole Countries of Ohickakull 
& Eajahmundrum as they have also attempted for this Province where M* Dupliex 
has introduced Mootas Ally Cawn as Salabat Jing’s Gov* in the room of Ohunda 
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Saibj and acts himself by a Patent whereby he says the 'whole. Province has 
. been .iniarusted to his management. 

16. At the Dispatch of the GodoJ^Un, Your Honors were advised the 
Nabob’s Army had made an unsuccessful attempt on the Enemy who were en- 
trenched so strong that it was dangerous to oifer to attack thenx. This was 
succeeded soon by a very Melancholly Affair. Captain John Dalton who had 
always advised us there was four months store in Trichenopoly, wrote us there 
was only 15 days and his Garrison, already weakend by the Loss of two Subal- 
terns and near seventy men was more' so by a Party of Sepoys who had been 
detached abroad and having their communication cutt off were unable to return. 
These circumstances made immediate Eelcif necessary and Major Lawrence 
march’d with his whole Eoroe when, the Enemy having none to oppose reap’d 
considerable advantages Trivady whose Defence were not the strongest was left 
under the Command of Capt“ Chace, his Garrison consisting of about 170 men, 
the Enemy attempted to make a Lodgement in the adjacent Villages and were 
repulsed. This success prompted Capt“ Chace with too little Circumspection to 
Venture a Party of 70 men and 2 Subalterns too great a distance who were all 
killed or taken Prisoners, .the Enemy advanced their works against the Place, 
the Eemainder of the Garrison were under no Command, released the Erench 
Prisoners and the Place surrender’d, the officers and men being carried to 
Pondicherry. Ohellumbrum where we had sent a small Detachment to the 
Phousdar’s Assistance fell next into the Enemys hands, and Verdaohilam where 
we had a small force was also taken by them, By which means all that Part of 
the Country was and continues in the Enemys hands. Captain Sanderson at 
Arcot contrary to orders, sent a Party so near Velore that' they were routed, 
Lieut. Smith with some of the men being cpried Prisoners to that Port. Major 
Lawrence took the Eout of Tanjore and paid a Visit to the King who gave him 
a handsome Eeception with Promises to join the Nabob and assist in relievin'*' 
Trichenopoly, but it was not till after a second Visit that he sent his Eorce^ 
several skirmishes have happened in which the Nabob has been successful! and 
the 21“ of last month a General Actaon •with their whole combined Army who 
were routed, about 70 Erench killed 100 with 7 Officers taken Prisoners and 
as many sent wounded to Pondicherjy. The Nabob and Pollygars are very 
delatory in putting the necessary Store into Trichenopoly which as it is an Affair 
of the utmost consequence. We are obliged to do oursdves. The last Advices 
of the 14*'^ from Major Lawrence mention, ^that the Army . will winter on the 
Confines of Tanjore, but this we cannot be certain of, as his must depend upon 
the Enemy’s Motions.' 

17. The Nabob, by the unsettled^ State of the Province, unable to collect 
the Eevenues, has not fulfilled his contract with us in defraying the Expences 
of the Troops (which amounts to near a Lack of Rupees Month) for some 
time, though we believe he would do it if his Affairs were settled. Yet we think 
this an uncertainty and a Burthen too great for us to bear, and if we do not 
the Erench will immediately have the Pro-vince, His Debt is near twenty Lack, 
this is a large sum. The Revenues indeed of the Company’s new Acquisition 
amount to near two Lack Annum. 

«««««•«. 

We are, 

Honouea-Bie, 

Your Eaithfull humble Servants. , 
THOMAS SAUNDERS. 
CHARLES BODDAM. ■ 
HENRY POWNBY. 

ALEX® WYNCH. 

JOHN SMITH.. 

OHAS. BOURpHIER., • , 
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.55“ October 1753. 



Extracts from Fort. St. David Consultations of 1751. 

. — — - 

To the Deputy' Governour and Council of Fort St. 
George directing them to be as expeditious as possible in putting on board the 
Madeira Wine, to send us the shott and deliver Linga Chitty’s people the lead 
as above agreed on, and advising that a party goes on board under the com; 
mand of Captain Clive on a design which the President will communicate to the 
Deputy Governour. 

2ist October — The President acquainting the board that the Deputy 

Governour has desired to have our directions for what supplies it may be neces- 
sary to furnish Captain Clive and his detachment with, it’s agreed that in our 
next General Letter to Madras the gentlemen be ordered to supply him with 
whatever he may indent for, and to carry the amount thereof to account under 
the head of Mahomed Ally Cawn. 

4th November 1^51. — “ Letter to Fort St. George acquainting them of the 
number of men sent with Captain Kilpatrick, and that one boat with Seapoys 
putting a shore at Allumparra were made prisoners by the French ; recommend- 
ing the securing the money that has been collected for the Nabob at Tripoty, 
and the using all possible expedition to relieve Captain Clive at Arcot, directing 
them to enlist three hundred Seapoys for the security of Poonamalee and St. 
Thome, to continue to provide materials for their fortifications.” 

i8th November 1751. — No. 144, from the Deputy Governour and Council of 
Fort St. George, dated the 12th instant, advising the arrival of Captain Kil- 
patrick there the 30th ultimo, with the detachment under his command, except 
those made prisoners at Alluqiparra, and that they had sent Mussoolas to tow 
up the Chellingas with military stores which were on that side Sadrass. 

That concerning the Tripoty money all the precaution possible had been 
taken for the security of it, but as soon as Captain Clive was blockaded, Bome- 
rauz, one of the most considerable Poiligars in that part of the country. who 
was sent to guard it, wrote to the Deputy Governour and Sampetrow that he 
had received a menacing letter from Chunda Sahib about his assisting Maho- 
med Ally, and from several expressions plainly discovered his intentions to 
side with the party likely to be uppermost, which had induced them to send a 
strong party of Seapoys, with the Bombay Jemmidar to endeavour to bring it 
away, but as a strong body of Chunda’s was posted in the way, and Bomerauz 
not to be depended on, they thought it too great a risk to attempt ; however, 
Mahomed Ally’s agents had found means to remit to Sampetrow, (thirty-two 
thousand five hundred 32,50c) rupees, and (five thousand 5,000) pagodas, 
and should afFairs take the least favourable turn, they flatter themselves, they 
shall recover the remainder. 

Further acquainting us with the Deputy Governour’s having received a letter- 
from the Morratta General, who was arrived at Arcot, and had advised him 
that he had surrounded- the town with his -army, and stopt provisions of all 
kinds from going to that of Chunda’s, and had' intercepted -a quantity of ammuni- 
tion that was carrying thither, that he had . desired the party they designed 
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‘sending to Captain Clive’s relief, might join him as soon as possible, when he 
did not doubt of destroying, their whole body, upon which Captain Kilpatrick 
had been ordered to proceed to Arcot directly. 

They also inform us of their appointing Mr. St. Paul to the Secretaryship, . 
Mr. Walsh continuing in an ill state of health, of their strict adherence to our 
orders for the provision- of the bricks and chunam and getting their cloth cur’d, 
and the observance of such advices as may be forwarded by the President to 
the Deputy Governour, and enclosing a report from the Warehouse-keeper 
relating to the sale of the Hon’ble Company’s rice remaining on hand. 
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Extracts from Letters to Fort St. David from Fort St. George. 


■No. 144, 


To 


The Hon’ble THOMAS SAUNDERS, Esq., 

President and Governour and Council 

at Fort St. David. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Our last letter was of the 25th ultimo, since which 
we have been favour’d with yours of the 4th instant. 

Captain Kilpatrick with the detachment under his command excepting those 
made Prisoners at Allamparva arriv’d here upon the 30th ultimo. 

The five Chelingas with Field Cariages and Military Stores being got on 
the side of Sadrass, AVe have sent Mussulahs to tow them hither. 

With regard to the money collected at Tripoty, the Deputy Governour ac- 
quaints us that as soon as Captain Clive march’d with his Detachment to Arcot, 
Sumpatrauz, the late Nabob’s Duan, appointed a person to act for Mahomud Ally 
at that place in order to secure money collected at the Pagoda ; at the same time 
Bommerauz, one of the most considerable Polygars in that part of the countryi 
sent one thousand Peons under pretence of assisting him, but no sooner was he 
advis’d of Captain Clive being blockaded than he tvrote a letter to the Deputy 
Governour and another to Sumpatrauz acquainting them that he had received a 
menacing letter from Chunda Saib about his assisting Mahomud Ally, and by 
several expressions plainly discovered that he was determind to side with the 
side that was most likely to be uppermost ; upon this the Deputy Governour 
thought proper to send the Bombay Jemmidar with sixty of his best Seapoys and 
two hundred Peons to try if they could bring the money away, but a party of 
Chunda Saib’s Horse and Seapoys being posted in the way, and finding that 
Bommerauz was not to be relyed upon, they thought it would be tuning too 
great a risque to attempt it, however Mahomud Ally’s Agent has found means 
to remit to Sumpatrauz to the value of Rupees (32,500) thirty-two thousand five 
hundred and Pagadas (5,000) five thousand, which shall be brought to account as 
Your Honour, &c., has directed, and should Mahomud Ally’s affairs take the least 
favourable turn, we flatter ourselves that we shall be able to get the remainder. 

Yesterday the Deputy Governour received a letter from Bajamgrow, 
Brother of Morarow, the Maratta General, advising that he was arrived at Arcot 
and had surrounded the town with his Army, and slop’d previsions, of all kinds 
from going to that of Chunda Saib’s ; that he had taken forty ox and two camel 
load of ammunition going to their camp; he also desired that the party we 
intended to send to the relief of Captain Clive might ‘oin him as soon as possi- 
ble, when he makes no doubt of destroying their whole force ; upon this Captain 
Kilpatrick has been ordered to march from Poonamalle with the detachment 
under his command directly for Arcot. 

We shall obse^e your orders relating to the providing of Bricks and 
Chunam and curing bur cloth for the January despatch, and we shall also dp«Iy 
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observe such advices as Ihc President may at any time forward to the Deputy 
Governour as though they were wrote in a general letter. 

Mr. John Walsh by his ill state of Health being really render’d incapable of 
going through the employ of Secretary, We have agreeable to your permission 
appointed Mr. St. Paul to succeed him, enjoyning assiduity and secrecy to him 
as you arc pleased to recommend. 

The Warchouse-Uccpcr having delivered into Consultation a report relat* 
ing to the state of the Hon’ble Companies’ rice remaining on hand, wc have 
thought proper to inclose the same to you, and arc to request your commands 
thereon. 


We remain with great respect, 

HON’nLK SlU AND StUS, 

Vour most humble and most obedient Servants, 

RICHARD PRINCE. 
THOMAS COOKE. 

JOHN SMITH. 

JOHN WALSH. 


Fort St. George, 
The islh November J751. 


P.S , — Our Mussulah’s are returned and we beg to inform you that (« 10) one 
hundred and ten of the Cohoon Shells were left in the Chelingas which are 
returned to you ; the Mussulah’s could not lake them in. 


To 


No. J48. 


The Hon'ble THOMAS SAUNDERS, Esg., 

President and Governour and Council 

of Fort St. David. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your favour of the iSth instant we received the 21st, 
since which we have wrote to you and at the same time fortvarded our Consulta- 
tions for last month together with the usual papers. 

In regard to the Tripoty money, we can only say the most of the Polygars 
have been in the interest of Chunda Saib, so that it was impossible for us to 
have come at it by forcible means, and therefore have been obliged to rely upon 
Mahomud Ally’s Agent for the management of this affair; if he has deceived 
Mahomud Ally by appropriating the money to his own use, or suffer’d Chunda 
Saib’s Agents to carry it off, the fault is not ours, and the utmost we can do (in 
case the remainder of the money should not be remitted us) is to endeavour to 
get that man here under some specious pretence, and then to oblige him to give 
an account of his transactions ; but if that cannot be done, we shall order the 
Seapoys to seize him, take charge of what they can find, and fight their way 
through with it. 
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We have received from the Deputy Governour such part of the Tripoty money 
as had been paid him by Sumpatrauz ; he also delivers in an account of the 
several disbursements made by Sumpatrauz for Seapoys’ and Peons’ Wages and 
Batty, which we have ordered the Paymaster to discharge. The Deputy Govern- 
our likewise informs us that Sumpatrauz has received another Bill for five thou- 
sand Rupees, which will be payable in a few days, and that he has advanced 
out of his own money to the Buzar People that accompani’d Captain Kilpatrick 
to Arcot sixteen hundred Rupees which the Import Warehouse-keeper is ordered 
to repay him. 

« 

Captain Kilpatrick arriv’d at Arcot the 15th instant, but the day before he 
got there Chunda Saib's people attempted to storm the fort, but were repuls’d 
with great loss by Captain Clive, leaving all their Artillery behind them, upon 
which Captain Clive sent out a party of men under command of Lieutenant Bulk, 
ley, who tookTimmery Fort. Chunda Saib’s son is encamp’d near Vellore, and 
Captain Clive by a Letter to the Deputy Governour of the 20th instant is 
march’d out, and has encamp’d himself between him and Arcot, and we expect to 
hear of some action every hour. The Deputy Governour has also received a 
letter from Bajamrow, Brother to Morarow', General of the Marattas, wherein he 
confirms all that Captain Clive mentions as to the situation of the Camps, and of 
our part we assure Your Honour, &c., we shall use all the endeavours we can 
possibly to engage the Marattas to Mahomud Ally’s interest. 

The Export Warehouse-keeper delivers in the account of Rice that is here 
belon^ng to the Honourable Company, as does also the Store-keeper the List of 
Stores supplied the Vizagapatam Bar Boat, both which we enclose for Your 
Honour and inspection. 

The Commissary of Stores has now delivered in the Account of Shells 
wanting of the Invoice by the Chclingas, which is but one hundred and ten, he 
having received eight hundred and ninety. 

Ensign Rockart having been killed lately in the action at Trivitore, the Pay 
master and Secretary are ordered to seal up his effects until you are pleased to 
give us directions relating thereto. 

We request Your Honour, &c., will favour us with orders as to the receiving 
the Rents of the Farms, whether they are to be paid us in Fanams only, or in 
Fanams and Pagodas as is mention’d in the Cowle. * 


We are w'ith respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most humble and most obedient Servants, 

RICHARD PRINCE. 
THOMAS COOKE. 

JOHN SMITH. 

JOHN WALSH. 


Fort St. George, 
The 26th November 1731. 


0 . 1. C. P. 0.— No, SCI F. D.-30-6-93.-C0C. 
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At a Consultation, Present: 

Eiohard Prince, Esq., Governor. 

Thomas Cook. 

John Smith. 

John Walsh. 


U' S' Fanl to succeed him. 


Wednesda)', the 20*'' Nov' 1751. 

General Letter from the Presidency of the 4i‘’* Ins** acKnowieaging the 
^ . /! receipt of ours of the 30*** September and 9*’‘ 

mSmo aiTfeing of out Hon;ble Master’s 
to the West Coast ; somo Field carrioBcs and Stores Ship Srittannia having Sailed the 26*** 
®'“"*''®* Ult“, and Brillant meeting with had 

weather returned thither and being since despatched to the West Coast, of 
having sent us by five Chelingas, two Field Carriages and Military Stores 

. and promising to send us the remainder 

crmit ' a s resign. return of the Boats : Permit M® 

Walsh to resign his employ of Secretary if his ill state of health will not 

admit his continuing in it, and in that 
case appoint M® S* Paul to succeed him 
enjoining him assiduity and Secrecy. Informs us likewise of the President 

A Tvinforeement sent «s under Command of ^/yised the Deputy Govemor by 

Clip* KiiMtric. Some Scapoys made Prisoners by letter of having Sent US a reinforcement 
the French. q£ three hundred and fifty Seapoys and 

fifty Europeans under the Command of Cap* Kilpatrick, and that one of the 
Boats on which the Seapoys came stopping at Allamparroe, the French made 
them Prisoners, this supply of Men with what came under Command of Lieut. 
I rmis is the utmost the President says they can assist us with, and which 
they imagine will be sufficient for the purpose in hand. That they have 

Order us to use all our endeavours to get in tho beCU informed that UpWards of twO Lacks 
Tripoty money iind to relievo Capt. Clive ntArcot. gf Eupees being Collected by Mahomed 

Ally’s Agent at Tripoty which they order us to endeavour all we can to secure ; 
that Capt. Clive writes from Arcot that he is blockaded and unable to act and 
therefore we are to be as expeditious as possible in relieving him as by delaying 
To ciudit Mahomed Ally Cnnn for all the money W6 shall give time to the Enemy to gather 
we receive from Tripoty. Strength. The President &'*. also orders 

US to credit Mahomed Ally’s Ace* for all the money which we receive 
from Tripoty and to debit him for the disbursements. Also to enlist three 

To enlist 300 Seapoys for security of Foonamnllee hundred SeapOyS for the SeCUl’ity of 

& S' Thomd. Poonamallee and S* Thomd during these 

troubles, also to get as much Ohunam and Bricks ready as we can as they pro- 
pose to send M' Brohier hither as soon as the rainy season is over : likewise to 

To got ready all the Bricks & Ohunam we con, SCt US mUCh of OUT cloth CUrsd aS pOS- 

niso our cloth cured as soon as possible. sible, that it may be ready for the 

Europe dispatch in January, and that as the affairs in the Country will not 

The troubles in the County being very groat we ^dmit of writing US General Letters upon 
are to look upon the President’s letters to the By. all emergencies, wc are Ordered to pav the 

GOV' ns if wrote by the Board in Generah ^ Pl^sidcnt 

to the Deputy Governor as if they were wrote by the Board in general. 


General Letter to the Hon’ble President, &'“■ Council drawn up and signed 

Gcnl. Letter to the Honble President, Couneil iu anSWer tO theirS of the 4*** Inst. 

in Answer to tho foregoing. ^ acquainting them of Capt. Elilpatrickip’'’^ 

arrival here, the 30*^ Dltinio with a party under his Command except . > , 
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sGuade prisoners at Allamparwo, also that five Ghelingas with Picld Car- 
riages and Military Stores were got on this side p£ Sadrass, and that wo have 
sent Mnssoolahs to tow them hither ; that with regard to the Tripoty money 
the Deputy Gov^* acquaints ' us that as soon as Oapt"* Olive has 
marched with his Detachment to Arcot, Sampatkaw the late Nabob’s Duan 
appointed a person to act for Mahomed Ally at that place in order to secure 
the money collected at tho Pagoda, at the same time Bommcrauzc, one of the 
most Considerable Polygars tWo, sent (1000) one thousand Peons under 
pretence of assisting him but ho sooner was he advised of Capt“* Clives 
being blockaded than he wrote a letter to the Deputy Gov^* and another 
to Sampatkaw acquainting them that ho had received a menacing letter from 
Ohunda Saib about his assisting Mahomed Ally, and by several expressions he 
plainly discovered that he determined to side with the party that was most 
likely to be uppermost, upon which the Deputy Gov'’ thought proper to 
send the Dombay Jemmidar with sixty of his best Seapoys and two hundred 
Peons (200) to try if they could bring tho money away and finding that Bom- 
merauze was not to be relyed upon, they thought it would be running to great 
a risque to attempt it, however, Mohomed Ally's Agent has found means to 
remit to Sampatkaw to the amount of thirty two thousand five hundred 
(32,600) Rupees and five thousand (6,000) Pagodas which shall be brought to 
account of Mahomed Ally’s as the Honourable President &“ are pleased to 
direct, and if Mahiomed Ally’s Affairs take the least favourable turn we flatter 
ourselves we shall he able to get the remainder of that. Yesterday the Deputy 
Gov'- received a letter from Bojamgrow, Brother to Merarow the Moratta 
General, advising that he was arrived at Arcot and had surrounded the Camp 
with his Army and stopped provisions of all kinds from getting to Chunda 
Saib, that he had taken forty Oxen (40) and two Camels (2) load of Ammuni- 
tion going to the Gamp. He desered that the party we intended to send to the 
relief of Capt”' Olive might join him as soon as possible, when he makes no 
doubt of being able to destroy their whole Porce, upon which Oapt"’ 
Kilpatrick has been ordered to march with the Detachment under his Com- 
mand and to proceed directly to Arcot. 

« * * « « « e 

RIOHARD PRINCE, 

THOMAS COOKE, 

JOHN SMITH, 

JOHN WALSH. 


At a Consultation, Present : 
Richard Prince, Esq,, Deputy Governor^ 
Thomas Cook. 

John Smith. 

John Walsh. 


Tuesday, the 26*^ Nov'’vl761. 

General Letter from the President Council of the IS*** Inst, read 
Genl. letter from the Presidency have rece^' out’s acknowledging the receipt of OUl'S of.tlie 
of the IS*'*. ^ ^ ^ 12**'. That they observe what we write as 

to the Tripoty that it is usually given in many different coins to purchase 
which the Shroffs are generally there, and this year they are informed that it 

amounted to upwards of fifty thousand 
They ore informed that the IVipoty Money amounts (60,000) PagOdaS, that BoOCUrie’s PeOple 

to 50,000 Pfjs. ana that there are people r^dy to ^ 

give -Bills. Order ns to get^ib as aonn as possible. -WBrS bU616 TGBidy to glV0 BtUCl r6CGlV6 

Rfcmark the No. of Shells returned' to be 124. . and that they .recommend it to US .Very 

particularly to get it as soon as possible. ' 
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That tlie Shells returned by the Ghelhigas were one hundred and twenty-four. 

Arc very ircii satisfied oE our having sent Cspt. That they are glad the ^orattas are 

Kilpatrick to relievo cnpt. Clive arrived at Arcot and that wehave dis- 

onlcr us to use all our endeavours to keep the Mor. patched . a Party of SiJon Under OOUI- . 

atlas in our Interest. maud of Capt"’ Kilpatriok to the relief 

of Oapt"* Olive : That they are advised that Chunda’s Friends are endeavouring 
to alienate them from Mahomed Ally’s interest, therefore they order us to act 
with the greatest caution and to. recommend the same to the Officers abroad. 

To send up tho Account oi ivhat nice wo have and That they desire we should advise them 
the price it was bought at. qJ ^he quantity of Rice which we have, 

and the prices it was bought up at, that they may he able to give us directions 
relating, thereto. 

General Letter to the Hon’hle the President &'*• Council in answer 

Gcnl. Letter to the Presidency in Answer to tho tO the ahoVO drawn Up and Signed, aquamt- 

forogoing. ing- them of our having received their 

favour of the 18*’’ Inst, which we acknowledged by letter of the 22”* and at 
the same time forwarded to them our Consultations and other monthly Papers 
for October : that in regard to the Tripoty Money we can only say that most of 
the Polygars have been in the interest of Chunda Saib so that it was impossi- 
ble for us to have come at it by forcible means and therefore have been 
obliged to rely upon Mahomed Ally’s Agent for the management of this 
Affair, that if he had deceived Mahomed Ally by appropriating the money to 
his own use or suffered Ohunda Saib’s Agents to carry it off, the fault is not 
ours, and the utmost we can do (in case the remainder of the money should not 
he remitted us), is to endeavour to get that man here under some specious 
pretence and then to oblige him to give an account of his transactions, but 
if that cannot he done, we shall order tho Seapoys to seize him, take charge 
of what they can find and fight their way through with it. That we have 

Trii»irM...r remvedtromtho Deputy GoTernot such 
and part of the Tripoty Money as has been 

Saropatrauz has received another Bill. |jy Sampatrow : That he also 

delivers in an account of the several disbursements made by Sampatrauz for 
Seapoys and Peons Wages and Batty which wo have ordered the Paymaster 
to discharge : he likewise informs that Sampatrauz has received another Bill 
for five thousand (6,000) Rup'* which will he payable in a few days and that 
he has advanced out of his money to the Buzar people that accompanied 
Captain Kilpatrick to Arcot sixteen hundred (1,600) Rup"* which the 
Import ‘Warehousekeeper is ordered to discharge. That Captain Kilpatrick 
arrived at Arcot the 15“* Inst. But the day before he got there Ohunda 
Saib’s people attempted to storm the Port, but were repulsed with great loss 
by Capt. Clive, leaving all their Artillery behind them, upon which 
Oapt. Clive, sent out a Party under Command of Lieut. Bulkley, who 

„ took Timmery Port, that Chunda Saib’s 

immory ortta cn j icu . u • cy. encamped near "Vellore, and that 

Oapt. Clive by a Letter to the Deputy Governor of tho 20*** is marched out 
and has encamped himself between him and Arcot, and that we expect to hear 
of Action every hour, that the Deputy Governor has also received a Letter 

Letter from Bnjamrow, Brother to the Ocni. of tho from Bajami’ow, Brother to M!orarow, 
Moraitae. General of the Morattes wherein he con- 

firms all that Capt. Clive mentions as to the situation of the Camps, and on 
our part we assure their Honour We shall use all the endeavours we can 
possibly to engage the Moratta to Mahomed Ally’s interests, 


ho 


The Deputy Gov^* further aquaints the Board that he has advanced to 

the Buzar people that accompanied 
Capt. Kilpatrick to Arcot sixteen hun- 
dred (1,600) Rupees which the Import 
Warehouse-keeper is ordered to repay him 
and to debit the said Buzar people for the 
same — An account being likewise delivered in from Sampatrow of .Sundry 
disbursements made by him on account of the Detachment sent to Arcot 


Deputy Oovr. Orclored to bo paid money 
advanced on Acot. of the Expedition to Arcot. 

Also 

Sampatrauze. 



amounting to ton thousand six hundred ninety-one Rupees and eight Annas 
Tho PnymMtcr to bo ndvnncod on Uio mk)vc (10,091-8-0) Ordered t]io likc quaoiity 

of Rupees he received from the Import 
Warehousekeeper and advanced to the Paymaster to discharge tlic same. 

RICHARD PRINCE. 
THOMAS COOKE. 
JOHN SMITH. 

JOHN WALSH. 





Govovument of India Central Printing Office,— No. SS7 P. U.- 29-7-92.— 500, 



[lfi7iVarj( ConsiiUaiion , Volume J.] 

At a Consultation, Phesent: 

Thomas Saunders, Esq,, Governor, Fresident, 

Kichard Starke, 

Henri Pownet, 

Charles Bodham, 

George Pigot, 

Alexander Wtnch. 

It 1361115 debated wbat measures it may be necessary to pursue to protect 
the Bounds of Poonamalee and St. Tliomd from tbe ravages of the enemy and 
keep them at a greater Distance, as it is very certain there are none can be 
undertaken vdth any hopes of success irithout having a Body of Horse in our 
Service, it being impossible to march out after them ■with Infantry as they 
chiefly consist of Cavalry, and though the Nabob has been often importun’d 
on that head and promis’d to send a Detachment, yet we have but small 
expectations of receiving any from him, it’s judg’d highly expedient to raise a 
Body of Black Horse and to bring the charge of them to his acconnt, as it will 
be more for his benefit than our o'vni by giving us we hope an opportunity of 
extirpating the enemy, wherefore it’s agreed as we understand young Chunda’s 
People are very indifferently paid and may be easily prevail’d on to come over 
to us, that we give Directions to the Gentlemen at Madrass to use their endea- 
vours for that end, and to enlist as many others as they can prociu’e, and that 
as soon as they have a body sufficient to take the Eield with. Captain Clive be 
desir’d to hold himselE in readiness, and if he thinks he has a Eorce strong 
enough, to use his endeavours to drive the enemy entirely from those parts. 

THOS. SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

CHAS. BODDAM, 

HENRY POWNET, 

A. WYNCH. 


At a Consultation, Present: 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor, Fresident, 
Charles Boddam, 

George Pigot, 

Henry Po'Wney, 

Alexander Wynoh. 


(1752) 

Monday the I?***. (Febraary) 

The President produces to the Board two Letters from Captain Olive dated 
10"* & 11*’’ Instant advising that he had taken upon him the Command of the 
Army at Madrass and had been joined by part of the Bengal Detachment that 
709 F.D. . 3!. 
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■were arriv’d from thence on the Ship Fort S‘. Danid hut was apprehensive of 
not. meeting with any Arms, therefore request a supply having rais’d, about live 
hundred Sepoys for whom he is in want of them. That ho was then encamped 
in a very strong situation at the little Mount, and the enemy were about seven 
miles distant whose strength, from an exact account be had procur’d, consisted 
of about fourteen hundred Sepoy’s Matchlocks, &®, and about the same number 
of Horse, though only six hundred were esteem’d good, thirty Europeans, eighty 
Topasses, with eight small "field Pieces and two Tomans. 

THO» SAUNDERS, 

CHAS. BODDAUr, 

HENRY POWNET, 

A“ "l^^YNOH. 


At a Consultation, Present ; 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., President, 
Charles Boddam, 

George Pigot, 

Henry Pownet, 

Alexander Wynch. 


Monday the 

The President lays before the Board two Letters he ha? received from Cap- 
tain Olive dated the 15“* & 20“* Instant, the most material part of which is 
vizS that he has received a Letter from Captain D' Gingins representing how 
necessary a Step his proceeding to Trichinopoly will be ; that Captain Kilpatrick 
had joined him from Arcot by which with the Bengal Detachment liis party 
consisted of four hundred Military and Train, Thirteen hundred Sepoys besides 
Matchlocks and 120 horse which last he found great dif&culty in raisino" as 
money would not do it ; that he should do his utmost to bring the enemy to an 
engagement, if the strength of their situation did not render it imprudent to 
attack them in it, in which case he thinks it will be best to come this way in 
order to proceed to Trichinopoly to join Captain D' Gingins, and if he can be 
strongly reinforced with Military from hence, Deve Cottah and Ohellambrum, 
is of opinion it will soon put an end to the disturbances of the Province, and 
that he designs leaving behind him for the pi’otection of Madrass about sixty 
Military, some Horse and Sepoys. 

The President likewise lays before them a Letter he wrote Captain Olive 
of the 22**® Instant in answer thereto, the purport of which is as follows : To con- 
sult with the Deputy Governor what force it may be necessary to leave for the 
security of Madrass; that the force we have already at Trichinopoly is reported 
to be far superior to the enemy’s ; and Captain Gingins had wrote his intentions 
were to move with half of it when there were no thoughts of his reinforcement ; 
therefore three hundred Rank and file Men, with Sepoys and some Horse, he 
was of opinion, would be sufficient for his expedition thither, recommending to 
him to engage young Chunda if possible, as should we succeed it will be of 
great service ; directing him to furnish himself with every thing he judges he 
shall require for his expedition, and as Officers will be wanting. Captains Kil- 
patrick and Campbell are to go to Trichinopoly, which the Board approve of. 

THO® SAUNDERS, 

CHA® BODDAM, 

HENRY POWNEY, . 

A“ WYNCH. 
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At a Consultation, Phesent ; 
Thomas Saundees, Esq., Qovernort J?residenU 
Ohaeles Eoddam, 

George Pigot, 

Henrt Pownet, 

Alexander lyrNcn. 


j^Ionday tlic 

The President lays heforo the Board three Letters receiv’d from Captain 
Clive since last Sleeting, dated the 24*^ 26"* & 29“** Ultimo, the chief Purport 
of which are, viz*** of the first, that the enemy had quitted their Camp, though 
an extreme strong situation, oven so much so that he could never have 
ventur’d to have attack’d them in it, therefore intended to have march’d this 
way; of the second, tliat receiving information they were gone towards 
Arcot and had a design upon that place ; he apprehended treachery from 
Slurtaz Ally Caun and had march’d after them nith the utmost haste ; and of 
the last that the enemy having possessed themselves of a strong spot of 
ground near Coverepauk, an engagement ensued wherein they were en- 
tirely defeated, an Aid l^Iajor, thirtynine Prench and eighteen Topasses made 
prisoners, all the Cannon, eight large Tumhrills of Ammunition, above two 
luindrcd Barrels of Gunpowder taken with a Number of Carriage Bullocks and 
every thing else they liad belonging to them, and had it not been late in the 
evening not a single Man would have escap’d. That the Head Jemidar of 
Chunda’s Horse was killed and a great many Prench, and our loss had been 
pretty considerable, besides Ensign Keene, and M’ Preston, a Volunteer wound- 
ed. He also mentions that in his way thither he had taken Oonjeveram with 
fifteen Topasses and sixty Scapoys with very good Arms. 

The President also produces draught of a Letter from him to Captain 
Clive in answer to the foregoing, the Contents whereof ai’e as follows : 
Bccommcnding the disposal of the Prisoners in such a manner that they may 
not act against the Nabob again in the Pield or in Garrison, and to lodge them 
at Arcot or under Sumpetrow’s direction at Madrass, but if possible to avoid 
the latter, lest it should give umbrage j directing him to send into Madrass all 
the Cannon and Warlike Stores ho has now taken as well as what may be 
superfluous at Arcot and bo expeditious therein. To leave a Porce at all events 
at Madrass and to send immediate advice of his fm'ther designs ; which the 
Board approve of. 

THO® SAUNDERS. 

OHAS. BODDAM. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

A“ WYNCH. 


At a Consultation, Present: 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Oovernor, President, 

Charles Boddam, 

George Pigot, 

Henry. PowNEY, 

Alexander Wynoh. 

Mondtiy the D***. 

Sundry Letters from Captain Clive to the President are produc’d to 
the Board and read and the most material part of them as follows : The first 
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is dated tlio 2"^ Insiani at Arcot, gives a more particular account of the laic 
action, and that ho Inul loft a ]>nrty to watch the Prisoners at Covrepauk, 
that having intelligence, some money, PHejdiants and all young Chunrla’a 
Baggage Avns loft at Ycllour Pott ah, ho had sent to demand them of Moortn'/- 
Ally Oaun and intended proceeding thither tho next morning to look after 
thorn, and after refreshing his People a little should set out for this place. 
Tho second dated tho 7'*‘ Instant that he is on his march lather, and on his ap- 
proaching Ohettoput, young Olmnda retir’d toGingee and from thence to Pon- 
dicherry, that ho was encamped to the Eastward of Gingee, and hoj)M to he 
Avithin ton or twelve miles of Pondicherry to-day. Tho last dated yesterday, 
that ho should immediately dis])atch a letter to Lioutonant Grenville at Arcot 
to sond the Cannon, to P’ort S* George, hut was apprehensive tho difllctilty 
ho foimd himself in transporting them thither from Covrepauk would prevent 
his getting Cooleys to dniw them ; ttiat judging it unnccossarj' on account of 
tho enemy’s defeat ho had not dispatched any men to Madrass and was then 
encamped on tho ground where N.nzir Jung was cut off, in comincmomtion 
whereof a veiy fmo Choultry Avas erected, and a Village, Avhich Monument of 
Villainy ho designs destroying and expected to he here the 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

CHA** BODBAM, 

HENRY POWNEY, 

A” W YNOH. 

11'*. — At ahoAit 6 this afternoon arrived Captain Clive Avith the Forces 
under his Command at Trivendupuram Avhoro they encamp’d, .and orders Arero 
immediately issued out for bringing in all such Necessaries as Avore in want of 
Repair and to get the same done as soon nr. possible, also that tlie neecssarv 
Supplies of Ammunition, &*, for tlic use of tho Camp he got ready Avith the 
greatest expedition. 


At a Consultation, Present : 

Tuomas Saunders, Esq., Governor, President, 

■\VlLLIAAI COOKELL, 

■William Kinneer, 

Henry Poavnet, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Charles Boddam, 

Alexander Wtnoh. 

Monday the 16<h. 

The Military being very Avell refresh’d and the Stores for the Camp all 
ready, ordered that the Forces march to-morrow evening to join the Army at 
Trichinopoly, and Major LaAvrcnce acquainting the Board that if agreeable to 
them he purposes proceeding with the Troops and taking upon him the Com- 
mand of the Avhole Avhen lie gets there, the Board entirely concur therein and 
his instructions being accordingly draughted out are read, approv’d and ordered 
to be transcrib’d. Copy whereof follows : — 

To Steingkr La whence, Esq., Cominandcr-in-Chief o£ tho Company’s Forces in India. 

Sir, 

Having appointed you to the Command of the Troops at Trichinopoly, vou 
will proceed there with the Reinforcement now put under your direction • 
The situation of the Nabobs as well as the Enemy’s Force you will soon he 
acquainted with by the representation of the Officer on Command, tlie former 
must he greatly superior. We would by all means have you press an engat'e- 
ment as soon as possible, this we are strongly induc’d to from a certain iSiow- 
ledge that they have applied to Salahut Jung for a stxong Reinforcement which 
may he reasonably expected to arrive soon as well as their Ships from Europe. 
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Slipuld you prove successful, very probably the enemy must abandon tbeir 
Gannon, &®, 'which by all accounts is considerable ; The passions of the Moors 
are ever fluctuating, their friendship and alliance not to be depended on. We 
therefore, after providing in a reasonable manner for the security of Trichino- 
poly, think it would be prudent to send them to Deve Ootah as the leaving 
them there might prove a disadvantage to us ; Should the enemy have address 
enough to secure a Retreat, you will be mindful that our Garrisons here and at 
Fort S‘ George are weak, and take such measures as may prevent them doing 
harm to our Districts; The Nabob’s allies consisting of several Countries whose 
Customs are greatly different from ours, we must particularly recommend you 
as much possible promote a harmnoy. *Write us constantly the material that 
we may give you the proper assistance. On your departure from Trichinopoly 
you will leave such a Force as you judge necessary for the security of that place. 

We are. 

Sin, . 

Tour most humble Servants, 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, CHARLES BODDAM, 

WILLIAM COCKELL, HENRY POWNET, 

WILLIAM KINNEER, ALEXANDER WTNOH. 

Foet S‘ David, 

March 1752. 


At a Consultation, Peesent: 

Thomas Saundees, Esq., Governor, President, 

William Cookbll, 

William Kinnbee, 

Hbney Pottnet, 

Chaeles Boddasi, 

Alexandee Wtnch. 

Majob Lawbebce at Camp. 

Monday the 30*'’. 

The President lays before the Board for their perusal two Letters he has 
received from Major Lawrence and one wrote to him since he left us ; the 
contents of which are as follows : Of those from Major Lawrence dated 25*'’ 
and 26*’* Instant, that he had sent Captain Olive on his being near Tanjour to 
wait upon the King, who treated him very handsomely, gave him great assur- 
ances of his regard for the Company and heartiness in the present alliance 
and expressed a desire to continue always upon the same good terms with the 
English. That he had been inform’d Chimda’s Camp was reinforced with a 
hundred Europeans, seven hundered Seapoys and four Camels loaded with 
money, which addition he is of opinion does not yet make them formidable. 
That he should make what haste he could to Trichinopoly when he shall give 
his opinion of the enemy’s situation and the designs on them. The purport 
of the letter to Major Lawrence dated the 29*** is, that it was reported a p^y 
of a thousand French and three hundred Seapoys were at a small Fort between 
Wolconda and Wootatoor and ten French and a himdred Seapoys had been 
detach’d from Pondicherry to them. 

««««»«« 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 
CHARLES BODDAM, 
HENRY POWNEY, 

A^ WTNCH. 


709 F. D. 
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By the CompaTiy’s Orders receiv’d per Ship Dmiington, tlie Presidency is 
now remov’d to Port S‘ George. 


At a CoNsrLTATiON, Present : 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Qovernort JPresidenlt 
!Riohar,d Starke, 

Thomas Cooke, 

John Smith. 

Majou Kinnbeu absent on duty. 

Monday the April. 

The President lays before the Board for the perusal the Letters he 
has receiv’d from and one wrote to Maior Lawrence since his arrival here, 
the former are dated the 30"‘ TJltimo and 1“ and 4“' Instant, giving an 
account that there have been several sMrmishes with the enemy who by all 
accounts have suffer’d considerably, that Aulem Oawn, a Principal man 
among them is kill’d, and that they had thought proper on meeting with a 
little disturbance from us to remove to Syringam Island near the Pagoda and 
were encamp’d on the banks of the Galderoon, that he intended distressing 
them as much as possible by sending Captain Clive with a very considerable 
Porce to Samoyeveram, a place in their rear to intercept all Convoys and pre- 
vent their getting off that way, and should continue himself at Trichinopoly to 
observe their motions and give them all the disturbance in his power from 
thence, that two Prenoh Prisoners had been taken, and three deserters from 
' them were come over to us, from whom they learnt several more had the same 
intentions. That as ho found the want of Battering Cannon he designed send- 
ing for two to Bevecotah with some Shott and Powder which ho hopes will 
be approv’d of. Eepresenting ho is in groat distress for money, the Nabob 
having none, nor will the King of Mysore lend him any, wherefore thinks it 
highly necessary some expedient should be found for supplying him for the 
speedy payment of the troops, and in the interim he will endeavour to get what 
he can from Buckunjee ; Requesting information if it would be attended with 
any detriment to the Company’s affairs to send threatening Letters to the Poli- 
gars to deter them from assisting the enemy as they receive all their provisions 
from Torror and Worriarpollam, and mentioning his having appointed Lieutenant 
Ripington to the Grenadier Company, which he hopes will meet with approba- 
tion. The purport of the letter to the Major dated the 9th Instant is as follows : 
that Mr. Cockell will write a threatening letter to the Worriar of Worriarpollam, 
whose interest it is to regard it. That Sumpetrow having received certain ad- 
vices that seventeen thousand Horse are detach’d from Aurangabad to the ene< 
my’s assistance which seems probable, an engagement is necessary as soon as it 
can be effected with prudence; To press the Nabob for money who told us the 
King of Mysore would furnish what we advanced for him, and to intimate the 
impossibility of carrying on his affairs without it, which meets with the Board’s 
concurrence. 

* * » * 

THOMAS SAXJNDERS; 
RICH. STARKE, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present : 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor^ Resident, 
Richard Starke, 

Thomas Cooke, 

William Kinneer, 

John Smith. 

Monday tlic 20***. 

The President produces the Letters he has received from and wrote to 



Camp and tbe Officers on Detachment since last Consultation, viz^., three 
from Major Lawrence and copy of one from him to Mr. Cockell, giving an 
account of the enemy’s being dispossessed of several of their Advanced Posts 
and their communication effectually cut off, which has greatly embar- 
rassed them, and from the accounts he has of their distress concludes they will 
attempt to move soon, hut is of opinion sufficient care has been taken to 
prevent a man of them from getting to Pondicherry or Xarical, that they are 
situated in two strong Pagodas, to force which would require heavy Cannon 
and proceeding in form, hut as he is perswaded they can’t stay long he designs 
watching their motions and making their situation as uneasy as possible; 
That Captain Clive had taken a place with a very considerable quantity of 
Paddy in it called Lalgoody of great consequence, whereby their Provisions 
were all convey’d to them, of which they are now in the greatest want, as 
Deserters report. That they had intelligence a Party from Pondicherry con- 
sisting of twenty Prcnch, two hundered Seapoys and as many Horse were 
arrived at TTollcondah with three Lacks of Rupees and a quantity of Ammu- 
nition whore they stopped on the News of the Capture of Lalgoody ; That 
the roads are so well invested with our people there is the greatest reason to 
hope the men and Convoy will fall into our hands if they march, which their 
want of money must force them to attempt. 

«•■««« 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 
RICHARD STARKE, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present: 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor^ JPresident, 
Richard Starke, 

Thomas Cooke, 

■William Kinneer, 

John Smith. 


]\Ionday the 27‘’’‘ 

The Camp Correspondence since last Consultation is produced and consists 
of viz*. : — 

Two letters from Major Lawrence with copy of one from him to M" Cockell 
advising that Captain Olive had received information a Party of the enemy 
were at Outatoor with Provisions and money on their March to Seringham and 
set out to attack them, hut they being apprized of his coming went hack, 
whereupon he made a forced March and returned to his Post atS amoyeveram ; 
That the enemy’s Army having intelligence of his being set out, but no news 
of his Retreat made an attempt with a strong party to possess themselves of 
Samoyeveram, wherein they not only luckily miscarried hut all surrendered 
Prisoners at discretion to Captain Olive, in number two Officers and sixty-four 
private Men, Europeans, besides which five hundred of their Seapoys and 
several Europeans were cut to pieces by the Morattas in attempting to escape. 
That 600 of Arms and two Colours were taken and among the Prisoners were 
twenty-two Englishmen, Deserters, with one Kelsal who had been made an 
Officer and was ordered to he instantly hanged with the Hircar that had been 
their guide. They likewise mention that above half the enemy’s Poroe is des- 
troyed, and the rest so cooped up that they cannot escape which has induced 
the Nabob to write to Chunda and M'' Law to surrender themselves Prisoners, 
otherwise when they fall into his hands he will give them no quarter. That 
they are continually harrass’d by our Troops and he (the Major) hopes soon to 
advise of their total overthrow ; but as they keep close to the Pagoda and 
would not Stir out when our Porces march’d across the Island a few days before-^ 
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to conduct Captain Olive’s Prisoners to Tricliinopoly yrliicli was done with a 
design to draw them out to an engagement. He imagines they are determined 
to continue in that situation, and as their numbers arc much .reduced, and their 
provisions may last them a long time, nothing can he attempted against the 
place without Battering Cannon, but should they endeavour to get off, he is 
perswaded he shall bo able to give a good account of them. 

• « K « 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Phesent : 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Oovcrnoi\ JPrcBideui, 
RiOHAiiD Starke, 

Alexander ‘Wynoh, 

Henry Powney, 

John Smmh. 


Monday tlie . 

« «■ » * B 1^ 

Prom Captain Clive advising 'that ho came up with the enemy on the 
Banks of the Calderoon where ho is now encamped, and after cannonadin"- 
them briskly oblig’d them to retreat with precipitation, thereupon he 
attacked Pitchunda Pagoda which after a breach was made practicable sur- 
rendered at discretion. The garrison consisted of one Captain, four Subal- 
terns, a hundred Europeans, fifty Topasses, two hundred Seapoys with three 
Pieces of Cannon and two Gohorn Mortars, that the next day, fifteen hundred 
Horse and some Seapoys being the remainder of Ohuuda’s Camp came over to us, 
and all their accounts agree that the whole of the enemy’s Force left at the two 
Pagodas does not exceed, three hundred French, five hundred Seapoys and one 
hundred Horse. 

B * C « 

THO® SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

HENRY POWNEY, 

A» WYNOH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present: 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor, President, 

Richard Starke, 

Henry Powney, 

Alexander Wynoh, 

John Smith. 

Monday the 8***. 

* * « « . 

Two letters from Captain Olive, the first advising his having taken 


Wolcondali and in it Mous ; Dantenil, three other Prench Officers and j&fty 
Europeans, three hundred Seapoys, three hundred Horse, four Pieces of Can- 
non, two Mortars and a large quantity of Powder, Ammunition and Warlike 
Stores, that ho proposed to leave a Garrison there and march that Evening for 
Trichinopoly. The other giving us the agreeable News that Chunda Saih, 
the night before was taken prisoner. 

Two letters from Major Lawrence, the first dated before Syringham the 
1st Instant, acquainting us of Captain Clives success against Wolcondah and 
of Chunda Saib*s being taken, that the Nabob had Summoned M' Law, Com- 
mandant at Syringham to surrender, who offered to leave his great Guns on 
condition of being allowed to march out with the Honours of War, hut the 
Nabob insists on their being made prisoners, and has sent a letter threatening 
to put every man to the sword if the Pagoda he not delivered up by the next day 
at noon. That M" Dantenil and the other Officers had obtained leave to go to 
Pondicherry on their parole not to serve against the Nabob for one year unless 
exchanged or ransomed ; the other dated the 3^* Instant, advising the sur- 
render of Syringham on condition that the Officers he permitted to go to Pondi- 
cherry on their Parole and the Soldiers to remain Prisoners of War hut to he 
kept at Cuddalore ’till they can he sent to Europe. 

« « « « « 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

HENRY POWNEY, 

AL“ WYNCH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Pkesent: 

Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor, President, 

Richard Starke, 

Henry Powket, 

William Kinnber, 

Alexander Wtnch, 

John Smith. 

^londay the 

e « « « « 

Prom Major Lawrence advising that the Allies not agreeing who should 
have Chunda, to prevent disputes, his Head was cut off and carried into Tri- 
chinopoly. 

« « « * * 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

HENRY POWNEY, 

AL» WYNCH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


709 F.D. 
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At a Consultation, Piiesent : 

Thomas Saundeks, Esq., Governor, J^rcBidcnt, 
Riohaho Stakke, 

Henry Pownby, 

William Kinneer, 

Alexander Wynch, 

John Smith. 


Monday tlic 29*’’. 

■« « «• « » ' « « 

Several from Major Lawrence, the first refers to Captain Clire (b.v whom 
he writes) for the reasons that detained him so long at Trichinopoly after the? 
surrender of Syringham. 

And the President acquaints the Board that Captain Clive had accordingly 
informed him that a dispute had arisen between the Nabob and Mysore King. 
The former, it seems, to engage the latter in his interest, enter’d into an agree- 
ment to deliver up Trichinopoly and its Dependencies to him as an Indemnity 
for his charges and recompence for his assistance with whicli agreement the 
Mysorean now demands a punctual compliance, and on the Nabob’s evading it, 
refuses to march with his Eorccs. 

«-«««»«• 

THOS. SAUNDERS, 

RICH. STARKE, 

HENRT POWNET, 

AL“ WYNCH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present : 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor, President, 
Charles Boddam, 

Alexander Wynch, 

Henry Powney, 

John Smith. 


onday the 31**. 

»■*»**** 

The President acquaints the Board that he had concerted with the Nabob 
measures for reducing Saudet Bunder Port and Changleput to his obedience 
which they are of opinion will greatly contribute to the tranquilitv of the 
Country about us, as these places give the enemy opportunities of making 
frequent incursions into our Villages of PoonamaUee, S*Thomd, &c., and 
that the Nabob had promis’d (if the Plan be approved) to send a Detach- 
ment of his Troops to join what Eorces we can assemble without weakening 
the grand Army and attempt the enterprise, whereupon it is debated how 
far we can be asasting them in as the Erench Colours are hoisted on the 
former, and it being considered that although these places are now in possession 
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of the Prench, yet as they hold them only hy right of- Conquest, without any 
Cession, Legal Grant or Phirmaund, the Nabob’s natural claim to them as Gover- 
nour of the Oarnateck Country remains unimpeaoli’d and in this light we are 
of opinion that we may agreeable to the Law of Nations or rather the custom 
of Europe (not to mention the example skew’d us hy the Erench in attacking 
Arcot and Coitaddy where our Colours were flying) without infringing the late 
Treaty of Peace between our Sovereign and the French King, assist the Nabob 
in consequence of our alliance with the Oircar in recovering these places. 
It is therefore agreed that Captain Clive with what Forces can he spared from 
this Garrison and such as can he drawn together from Poonamallee, &'• proceed 
to join a Detachment of the Nabob’s Troops and in conjunction with them 
undertake the Siege of Saudet IBundcr Fort. 

«««•»«« 

THOMAS SAUNDERS, 

OHAS. BODDAM, 

HENRY POWNET, 

A“ WYNOH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present : 

Thomas' Saunders, Esq., Governor^ President^ 

Charles Boddam, 

Alexander Wtnoh, 

Henry Pownet, 

John Smith. 

Monday llie 18"‘* 

»«***«■• 

The Letters from Captain Olive give an account of his being before 
Saudet Bander Fort, that ho had reconnoitred it and judged its situation very 
strong, however he was preparing a Battery which would shortly he flnished ; 
that Lieut. Cooper with a Detachment having taken posse.ssion of a house and 
Garden about half a mile from the Fort, part of the Garrison made Sally, 
upon which his whole Detachment, except a few Volunteers, fled and left him 
wounded in the enemy’s possession who carried him into the Fort. 

The President’s Letters are 

To Major Lawrence acquainting him with the advices received from Cap- 
tain Olive, and that if the Nabob would move towards "Waldour, it might 
prevent the enemy sending any supplies to Saudet Bander, that the Troops 
have taken possession of the proper places for an attack, and the Battering 
Cannon are gone. 

To Captain Olive advising him that Lieut. Smith with a Detachment from 
Poonamallee is ordered to join him, and that the Battering Cannon with 
Ammunition will he with him as this day. 

AL** WYNOH, THOS. SAUNDERS, 

JOHN SMITH, CHAS. BODDAM, 

HENRY POWNEY, 

CoMnng. — “ This fort, railed hj- the floors Sandet Pnnder.” A History of the hlilitniy Tr.-insacti6ns hy the British 
Nation l>y Robert Ornio. 
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Aa? A Consultation, Present : 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Oovernovy Fresideni ^ 

Charles Boddam, 

Alexander Wtnoh, 

Henry Pownet, 

John Smith. 


Monday the 

« « • » * 9 « . » 

Captain Clive advises that Saudet Bander surrendered to the Nabob’s 
Porces the IQ*** Instant on the following terms : — the Commanding Officer 
and Europeans to have leave to go to Pondicherry with their arms and effects, 
the Topasses and Seapoys without Arms, and the Officer not to serve against, 
the Nabob for one year. That early the next morning a body of three hundred 
men of which ten were Europeans with two pieces of Cannon appeared in 
sight who were sent to the relief of the Port ; that he had attacked and defeated 
them, and taken the Commanding Officer, eight Europeans and above half the 
Party Prisoners with the Cannon and Ammunition ; and having left a Garrison 
in the Port, he marched from thence with the Nabob’s and our Porces to Chang- 
leput where he arrived the 22“'* and finds the place very strong hut that it 
is overlooked by a high Hill, where he proposed to mount a Battery and was 
was in hopes of reducing it in a little time. 

« « « 9 9 « » 

The President’s letters to Captain Olive are in approbation of his Conduct 
and encouraging him in the present enterprize against Changleput. 

* * « » » 9 « 

A» WTNCH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


THO® SAUNDERS, 
CHAS. BODDAM, 
HENRY POWNEY, 


At a Consultation, Present ; 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Governor^ Fresident, 
Charles Boddam, 

Alexander Wynoh, 

Henry Pownby, 

John Smith. 


Monday the 

9 9 * 9 9 » s 

Captain Clive’s letters contain a very particular Relation of his Proceedings 
Changleput, and in one of the 30*** he advises that he believes another day’s firing 
will make the breach practicable, however that hie had sent another Summons 
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to the Commandant and encloses the Answer, the purport of which is, he offers 
to give up the place, hut demands to march out with Arms, Baggage, &e., which 
was refused and he should begin to fire again in the morning and hope it will 
produce better terms. 

The President’s Letters are also read and purport as follows : — 

. * * * « * $ « 

Several to Captain Olivei in relation to the necessary Ammunition, Stores 
&c., for carrying on.the Siege, and particularly one dated yesterday wherein he 
directs that in case the Nabob’s people should finish the affair, he send in the 
heavy Cannon and all belonging to them, hut the President acquaints the Board 
that recollecting Major Lawrence may probably have occasion for them he 
wrote this morning to Captain Clive, that as there is reason to suppose Ohangle 
put has by this time surrender’d, the first thing to be done is to examine the 
Port, repair the Breach and take an account of the Stores, then leave a moderate 
Garrison there and return to Saudet Bander and regulate what is necessary, and 
that it would he proper to write to Major Lawrence at Wondivash to know if 
he wants the heavy Camion. 

THO® SAUNDERS, 

CHAS. BODDAM, 

HENE,T POWNET, 

A® WYNOH, 

JOHN SMITH. 

% 


Ax A CoNSTJLTAXION, PeESBNT : 
Thomas Sahtjdbes, Esq., Governor, President, 
Chablbs Boddam, 

Alexander "Wynoh, 

Henry Pownet, 

John Smith. 


Monday the 9*’*. 

The Military Correspondence read, viz*. — 

* » » * « 

That Captain Olive has wrote him he has the President’s positive orders 
to return with the heavy Cannon to Covelon, which renders his besieging Ohet- 
teput impracticable if it was the most advisable, hut he thinks the season too 
for advanced, he therefore proposes to return to Trivedy and is of opinion that 
if the Troops were to go into Port S* David, it would save a great deal 
of money and he as well both for dismissing the Morattas and being at hand 
to distress or oppose the Common Enemy. 

Captain Clive writes that Changlepnt capitulated the Instant ; and the 
2"S the Nabob took possession, the Garrison consisted of ten Europeans, twenty 
Topasses and four hundered and thirty Seapoys, that the Port is very strong 
being almost encompass’d by a Morass and surrounded by two 'Walls, the 
Ramparts of which are sixteen feet thick, a wet ditch faced with stone 
foot wide, quite round, the outward Port and another half round the inn^d 
one, that the repair of the breach was immediately set about, and having left a 
sufficient Garrison and regulated other matters agreeable to order he h^ set 
out for Saudet Bander on his return hither, that he had wrote to Major 

709 F. D. 
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roncB about tlio .houvy Oauuon a>nd rocoivod auswor that mattors will be made 
up amicably at Wondivasb, therefore, concluding they will not be wanted has 
oMered them hither judging that if the Major should hare occasion for any 
against Ohetteput he may have two from Arcot' which is muchjnearer than 
Changleput. 

« « . * * « • * 

The President’s Letters are also read, viz* 

* • » . * « «• « 

“ Captain Olive complained of want of health, and desired to return, which 
“ as he had executed his plan was granted, he had my orders to write you con- 
“ ceming the heavy Cannon, which he informs me he did, and that he sent it in 
” when he found you had no occasion for it. 


THQs SAUNDEES, 
OHAS. BODDAM, 
HENEY POWNEY, 
A“ WYNCH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation, Present : 
Thomas Saunders, Esq., Qovernort president , 
Charles Boddam, 

Alexander 'Wtsoh, 

Henry Pownet, 

John Smith. 


Friday tbe S**" . 

Letter of the 4*** October. — “ Captain Olive has wrote me that Changleput 

H. 1 ^, 1. and that you haye gireu 

"him positive orders to return with the 
*‘heavy Cannon to Oovelon which renders my besieging Ohetteput impraetie- 
"able if it was advisable." 

In your letter of the 23*® October " but I believe M* Saunders can inform 

B. a. »» a. :>? “ hf .PMtiyely forbid Oapto 

"Olive from joining me or sending me the 
"heavy Cannon when I was in the neighbourhood of Ohetteput though I 
"wrote they might be wanted.” In the course of the Correspondence it does 
not appear that you once wrote for or mentioned Captain Clive’s joining you or 
heavy Gannon. 

Captain Clive having finished his glorious Campaign desired leave to 
return into Garrison; it was granted; and though you had never mentioned 
heavy Cannon, The President not knowing whether it might not be wanted 

5™*®*.“ Oaptafa CUve the 3« Ootober 
(inclosing a Letter for you) "Major 
"Lawrence is at Wandivash, it won’t be amiss to write him to know if he wants 

CU«’. <«.. Olive’s reply 

dated 4*** October is " I wrote three days 
"ago about the heavy Cannon to the Major and received his answer but he has 
"since informed me matters will be made up amicably at Wondivash. I suppose 
" therefore there will be no occasion for them and have therefore ordered them 



"to Madras.” The President’s Letter to you of the 2"® October. — " I have wrote 
_ M ond n « Captn. Olive to know of you if you 

"have any occasion for the heavy Cannon. 
And if these had not been sufiBeient you might have been supply’d with more 
from Arcot which is not a greater distance than Changleput. 


Port S'' George, 


THOS. SAUNDERS, 


mil December 17B2, 


OHAS. BODDAM, 


HENRY POWNEY, 
A® WYNOH, 

JOHN SMITH. 


Government of India Central Printing Office.— So. 709 P. D.— 6-6-92.— BOO. 




KxtMcls from Fort Si. nnvul CmisuKnlions, 1751-52, 


/'V.V.v.jf V. — N-41,*— From tho n«tjuiiy novcrooraml thi: Cnmu il of Fori 
S:. Grorqc, tl.iu-d ilu- s.jih instant, adviMnjj tlu- sloop arrival tlure, ihc 
7;i:t! \^ilh Captain CluSf am! hi;- (h i.avimu ni and (hat he marched oiM 

lha? c\r!iinj’ to join Captaiti ('live who was at Watrapanmna and had arepjaintod 
ihn Dtjns'.y (iovernor ih.ai thccn.finy on hi; .approach h.id retired to Chcnijlapul. 

*' Geor;;<: I'ij.’ot, Commissary, lays hefore the I‘oafd an accfuini of the cx- 
prnf-es of tl;r itcr-jo. .-.hro.ad in the service of the Nahnh tosp:ih<.r with his own 
.uN'onnt *-lat‘ d in tl'<c Jit.inn'-r; — 
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H?, er P.'sti,'*. 

IH f P'H'.i'.j.r’, C' ---o). f<r tliii t'Sts;!'; r.f.'a- 
jvi'. i .;-: K.,,-.3.V7-.V ‘r 

Ordered that the Acconniant p.lvc the N’.ihoh credit for the .said sum of 
117.5,742.9 fan at the rate of 385 Rupees per too Rajodas, which is Pajodas 
10, .5 13*?7'.«;, ontl !»• 1>'= dchted to Georfru Pipot, Cojnmissary, 1^2,30,269.1-50 

or at 3S5 Rupees per too P.ijodas, is I’.ijodas 62,1.57-30-15 for the amount of 
the jjeneral expense of the troops in his service, inchiding the .said advance to 
Capi.'iin Clive. 


F.xlrnch; from the General Accminl of the Expenses of the Troops abroad in the service of 
the Nabob Annrfverdy Cawn Bahatidur, from the 20tb March to ultimo December 1751. 


A «!. />. 

/Asrf/i .V^— T«i Uobrri Clive .Stcw.ird for «liclin|f ll'P MiliUry, II (I.'iys . . . 2 ..v),r 6 o 
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3 
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Extracts from Public Consultations of 1758, held at Fort St. George. 


6th July , — “ The President also acquaints . the Board that Colonel Clive 
has drawn on the Select Committee for Thirty Thousand Rupees on account of 
the sepoys sent down on the Bengal Expedition and has duly advised the Select 
Committee thereof : Ordered that the same be paid.” 

6th October . — " Letter from Bengal advising that Colonel Robert Clive had, 
at the request of the Board, taken upon him the Government of Bengal till a 
President be appointed from Europe.” 



Fort 'William, the 2uth September 1752. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’ble Rogeb Drake, Esq., l?reddent. 
The Worll. Edsiund H. Cruttenden, Esq. 
jMessieurs 'Manning n am. 

Beecher. 

Franklanj). 

1^^ACKETT. 

IIOLU'ELL. 


Tlic Rool: o£ Standing Ortlcr laying on tbc Table. ' 

The Will inslanf. — Received a letter from Nieholas Olerimbault Chief, and 
Council at Dacca, dated ttie 14th September, containing their answer to the 
several remarks on their investment, 1751; apprehending the severe complaints 
on the bad quality and exceeding high prices of the fine and superfine Alli- 
ballics, must regard some sort not sent from Dacca purchased from the merchants 
in Calcutta and clso\vhcrc, as it will appear on referring to tho invoices sent, 
that to former years the j)ricc3 are rather less than increased. That account, 
of the emulation of the French lately settled, and that the country cotton has 
continued at an extravagant high jiricc for near tlu'oo years past, they have 
been obliged to be less severe in prizing the fine cloth of all sorts and have 
been necessitated to take more the lower letters of the fine cloth than they 
should have done to prevent the Company being, disappointed in quantity ordered, 
and this answer they request may be applied to all the sorts of fine cloth pro- 
vided there. That they will in future transmit us their reasons either for 
.sending but a part of several articles, omitting some entirely or sending more 
of others than arc ordered, and in relation to tho Alliballies, the deficiency of 
the fine and overflow of .superfine was occasioned by the Delolls* and Picarsf 
being deficient in the former, and in lieu blunging in an overflow of the latter, 
which had they not accepted of must have left them considerably more indebt- 
ed to the Company than they thought prudent. 

At the same time wc received a letter from the Gentlemen at Jugdea under 
date the 27th ultimo, advising tb.ut agreeably to what Mr. Baillie wrote us 
tinder date the 13th from Dacca, they applied there for a proper Deloll to pre- 
vent the continual inconvenience and impositions; the Hon’ble Company’s 
affairs suffer from the ruined circumstances of their Delolls, and as no Deloll of 
credit chuses without a removal of their factory to undertake the management 
of^its business, so tiiey must again recommend this point to our consideration. 

The 22nd — We received a letter from the Gentlemen at Cossimbazar, date 
the 16th instant, accompanying ten chests of Sicca rupees. 

This morning we received another letter from the Gentlemen there dated 
the 18th instant, enclosing invoice of tho aboveraentioned treasure and the 
following papers ; — 

Millitary rolls for July, August, September and October. 

State of their factory to the 24th ultimo. 

. Messrs. Jenks and ileveley their security bonds. 

Charges general for July. 

And allowances to the Covenanted and Millitary Servants. ' 

Cash account for part of June, July and to the 24th August. 

■ Treasury account for the mqnth of August. 

* Deloll. — Datnll — Dulnll. — Somotimc!) witli ono Dalai, tiorrnptly Dololi H. Dalai B. An iigcnt between buyer 
and seller, n brobor, a salesman. — Wilson’s QInssary of Indian Terms. 

• •, Picnr.—rPniknr,!!. — A dealer, a sbopkeoper, an intermediate dealer or .Agent, .a broker ; also one who. goes 
about wilk gooilsTor sale; a Hawker; a pedler.—JWtf. ‘ ' • . • I - ;' 

, GOF. d: •• ■ 
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By the Oxford Ve received a letter from the Gentlemen at Port St. George, 
dated the August, enclosing invoice and hill, of lading for . eighty chests of 
treasure, and advising of thdr intentions to send us some redwood, hut Captain 
Stevens acquainted them that he should he obliged to stow it upon the Madeira 
wine, and apprehended its weight might he prejudicial to the casks. That they 
intended to put on the Fiernon and (7o/c7iesfer a quantity, hut as those 

ships had both been aground they feared that such an additional weight might 
be too great a strain to them. 

By her we also received a letter from the Gentlemen at Madeira, dated the 
2Sth January, enclosing invoice and hill of lading for 150 pipes of wine con- 
signed to us. 

By the Oxford we likewise received a packet from the Hon’ble the Court 
of Directors which being opened was found to contain the papers as inserted in 
the list. , 

- .r 

Bead the general letter per Oxford, dated the SiEnd November 1751. 

By the Wager we received a letter from the Governor and Council at 
Bombay, dated the 12th August, enclosing invoice and bill of lading for 600 
bales of cotton and 10 chests of treasure, and desiring us to send them per 
Hector 12 or 1,500 bags of the best saltpetre procurable. 

By the Hector, another of the Hon’ble Company’s ships from Bombay, the 
Governor and Council there wrote us under date the 16th May that they had 
laden on board her 94i bales of broadcloth, long ells and imbossed cloth importr 
ed there by the Streatham which they found impracfcica^e to dispose of there 
to advantage, likewise 619 hales of cotton and 20 chests of treasure as per 
invoice and bill of lading enclosed, and advising us that Captain Toddrill, their 
Commodore, falling in with the Portuguese fleet in which was a ship that did 
not hoist any colours, and upon enquiry finding she had not any pass, he 
determined with the advice of Captains Hindman and Mason to bring her to 
Bombay for their examination and decision. That upon the strictest enquiry and 
the several papers delivered in upon oath they found the sMp was called Marg 
belonging to Mr. Irwin, &e., owners at Bengal, and the pass was taken from them 
at Tillecherry, the reasons for which they were then unacquainted with. That 
they agreed to send her to Goa whither she accordingly sailed and was there 
delivered to Mr. Bodley. That Mr. Bodiey represented to them she -was in so 
leaky a condition that the Commander would protest against him if she put to 
sea. Dpon which they ordered her to be surveyed. That upon the whole they 
cannot forbear to mention Mr. Bodley’s behaviour in endeavouring to avoid the 
fleet which he knew to be English, and whose signals he ought to have obeyed, 
together with the circumstance of the ship’s being without a pass, indispensably 
obliged their Commodore to bring her into port. 

That this has been attended with a very great loss to the island, as the 
Viceroy of Goa thereupon detained the Hon’ble Company’s Hetoh, the Drake, 
a countryship and a number of small craft. That thus having stated the 
several facts as they occurred to them, they leave it to us to determine whether 
Mr. Bodley’s behaviour does not merit the severest reprehension as he has 
been the cause of so great an affront being put on the English flag by the Vice- 
roy of Goa, and a loss to the inhabitants of that place, and his behaviour to the 
Master Mr. Craig, so far as appears to them, is unwarrantable and void of aU 
humanity. 

By another letter from the gentlemen at Bombay, dated the lOth 
August, they inform us that just as they were going to give Captain Earwan 
his dispatches he acquainted them that he could not then proceed on account 
of the weather and near approach of the monsoon, wherefore they thought 
proper to lade a laack of the treasure designed by the Rector on board the 
Wager. , 

Ordered Captams Stevens Elirman and Hindman to follow all such orders 
as they may receive from the Import and Export "Warehouse-keepera for unload- 
ing and loading their ships. 

Ordered the Secretary to transmit a copy of the Hon’ble Company’s standing 
orders relative to the Commanders of their ships to Capiain Stevens. 
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The’ Committee of Treasury acquaint the Board. that they divided the 10 
chests of Sicca rupees received from Cossimhazar the 22nd instant and now lay 
before us the receipts for the. amount each merchant received which were 
deposited in the hands of the President. 

The Import ■Warehouse-keeper reports to the Board that on weighing off 
the above treasure he found a deficiency of 6 Sicca rupees. 

The President delivers in the cash account for the nionth of August, the 
ballauco whereof being C. Rs.0, 085-1-3. Particulars, viz . ; — 


^Indrns Ilupccs 
B.'vti.i 10 per cent. 

Arcot Rupees 
Batia 8 per cent. 

Cowries . 


. 4,670 0 0 

. 457 0 0 

5,027 . 0 0 

. 53 0 0 

. 4 8 9 

57 3 9 

. ... IS 6 


Total . C. Rs. . 5,085 1 8 


\ 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him thirty thousand Madras 
rupees. 

The Buxey requesting money to defray the expenses of the factory. 

Agreed that the President do advance him ten thousand Madras rupees. 

The Millitary Pajonaster lays before the Board the rolls of the Millitary in 
garrison for the months of September and October, signed by the respective 
officers of each company. 

Tlie President certifies to the Board that ho mustered the men and found 
their numbers agreeable to the rolls. 

Agreed that he do advance the Paymaster M. Es. 15,500 to pay off the 
same and — 

Ordered the abstract of each roll to be entered after this Consultation. 

The Millitary Storekeeper delivers in the accounts for the month of 
August. 

Ordered the Accountant to examine it, and agreed that the President do 
. advance him three thousand Madras rupees. 

The Sheriff sent in his note for the allowances due to him and hisofficers 
for the month of August which amounting to C. Es.124-2-3. 

Agreed that the President do pay the same. 

The treasure per ships Oxford, Hector, and JHager being landed. 

Ordered the Warehouse-keepers to weigh off the same and — 

* Agreed to dispose of it as follows 


To send to Cossimbnzar . . . 

. Surat Rupees 
Aladras „ 

. 10 ehts. 

■ 15 „ 

— ' 25 chts. 

To send to Dacca • . 

. Arcot Rupees 

. 1 0 chts. 

To send to Jugdea . . 

Madras ,, . 
Bullion 

• 4 ,, 

. 16 „ 

. Aroot Rupees 

• ••• 10 

To pay Omiohund • • 

. Bullion . 

2 


Surat . . 

. 5 


Madras ' . 

.5 

12 

To pay tlie Merchants . 

t 

21 
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Ordk-ed the Buxey to provide sloops and boats to' convoy the treasure to 
the subordinates. 

' « • N 

. Agreed that we sell the cotton imported here per Eeotor and Wager at 
outcry this day month and that we put up the Hon’hle Company’s iron and 
steel at outcry the same time, and— 

Ordered public notice, thereof to be given as usual at the Port Gates. . 

Ordered Captain Hindman to get the Wager in readiness to he' despatched 
to Europe by the 21st November, the time limited in Charter party. 

Ordered the merchants to open the Cottah* * * § in 20- days with Sootf RomalsJ 
and Gurrahs§ for the dispatch of the Wager. 

As the copy of the Judicial Proceedings in the Jemindary was not laid 
before the Board till the 18th instant when the Colchester was under dispatch 
and too late for our inspection. 

Ordered the Jemindar to lay. the originals before the Board and that lie do 
continue to lay them monthly or oftner 'agreeably to the Hon’ble Company’s 
orders. 

The Master Attendant sent in a letter to the 'Board recommending Henry 
Walter, a proper person and duly qualified to succeed Alexander Scott as a 
Pilot of this river, and Thomas Gtant and Erancis Morris as sober and indus- 
trious men and qualified for Masters. 

Agreed that they be accordingly appointed and that the Master Attenant’s 
report he entered after this Consultation. ^ 

He likewise sent in his account of the Hon’ble Company’s Marine expenses 
for the month of August. 

Ordered the Accountant to examine it. 

Mr. William McGuire being returned from Ingelli reports to the Board 
the dispatch of the Colchester from thence the 22nd instant at which time her . 
draught of water was 17 feet on an even keel, and further acquaints them that 
the St. Helena stores not being arrived on board he endorsed them off the 
bills of lading and advised the Gentleman at St. Helena accordingly. 

Ordered the Jemindar to 'give public notice for the sale of the Hon’ble 
Company’s farms at outcry on 20th October next, 

Mr. Plaisted acquaints the Board that be will accept of his former posts 
offered him last Council and enter upon them, this day. 

, Granted a note to Mr. Gabriel Snodgrass dated the 1st September for 
C. Rs. 1,296-0-3, Kisser Gose’s note dated the 1st September 1761 beino- can- 
celled for that amount, viz. — ° 

C. Ks. Q. p, 

Por Principal . , . . . . 1,188 1 6 

Interest for a year is . . . ' . ' . 106 14< 9 


Total . 1,295 0 8 


• CoHo7j.—KoJibi,_ incorrectly, Kofco, H. 4c.; also -Knti or Kntbi or XotIii,< Bong. Koto, Kam, A spacious 
Iionsc, sneh ns those inhnbitcd b3' Eorcpcans ; n gmnnry, a varebouso or storeroom ; a mercantilo or banking bouse or 
finn; a OoTcrnment factory or establishment as the ofGco of tbc'Nntivc Opium Agent, as well as the Chief or Sadr 
Factory. ' 

1 

f Soot. — Sut, H., &c., from S. Thread, Yarn : a thread, a. line. 

Jlomal , — A handkerchief. 

§ Ourrah — A coarse cloth.' 



Granted the following notes to Gabriel Snodgrass, vis.-^ 


the 2<J-tli Julj- for 

• 

C. Rs. 

. 891 

a. ■ 

2 

P- 

6 

9th May for 


. 1,148 

4 

0 

28th August for . 

• 

. 1,8(18 

0 

0 

l‘lth July for 


. 1,090 

0 

0 

1.5th June for 


. 1,090 

0 

0 

9th April for 

• 

■ . 4,228 

2 

6 

Tot.al 


. 9,755 

9 

0 


to make good which sum the underwritten notes in the following names were 
now cancelled at the Board : — 



C. Rs. 

a. 

P- 

C. Us. 

a. 

P- 

Rogometre’s dated 24th July for . 

817 

9 

8 




Interest for a year i-s .... 

73 

9 

8 




- 


— - 

— 

891 

0 

6 

Muhammad J^'uh’.s dated 9th M.ny 1751 for. 

1,058 

7 

0 




Interest for a year is . 

91 

13 

0 






- — 

— 

1,148 

4 

0 

Mr. Crntlcndcri’s dated 2Slh August for 

1,200 

0 

0 




Interest for a year is , , . . 

lOS 

0 

0 




- 



— 

1,808 

0 

0 

Brijoonauth's dated 14th July for. . , 

1,000 

0 

0 




Interest for a year .... 

90 

0 

0 




- 

— — 

— 

— 

1,090 

0 

0 

Sammoindar’s dated 15th June for 

1,000 

0 

0 




Interest for a year .... 

90 

0 

0 






— - 

— 

1,090 

0 

0 

Gociilchunds Bulramhowanny's dated 9lh 







April for ..... . 

1,7C9 

14 

3 




Interest for a year . . . ' . 

159 

4 

G 







— 

1,929 

0 

9 

Sihoopersaud Darpcrsjind’s dated the 9th April 







1751 fur Principal .... 

2,1 G9 

2 

G 




Interest for a }'car is . 

189 18 

8 






—— 

— 

2,298 15 

9 

Total 

• 


• 

9,755 

9 

0 


Granted a note of this date to Goarchund for 0. Es. 2,000 — 

Euttoo Circar’s account being debited for that amount. 

• Granted a note, dated 22nd instant, to Messrs. Drake and Manningham 
on account Captain John Chubbert for 0. Es. n,8l0— « 

C. Rs. a. p. C. Rs. a. p. 

Endorsed - off Gonrehund’s note, dated Slst 

August 1752, for Principal ... 5,000 0 0 

Endorsed off Brijoomohun Bysack’s dated 1st 

July for Principal . ... , 3,0(10 0 0 

Transferred to Brindnbund Seal’s account . 3,8 1 0 0 0 


11,810 0 0 
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Ordered the Warelioiise-heeper to deliver but goods lot at outcry to the 
amount of C. Rs. SB^SSO'O'G — 

That sum being made good as follows : — ... 

, C. Rs. a. p. C. Rs. a. p. 

Cancelled Niahduloll’s'note of 27th May tor 
Principal . . . . . (5,000 .0 0 

Interest for 3 months 0 days is . . 148 0 

6,148 8 0* 

Cancelled Prannanth’s dated 27th May for . 5,000 12 0 

Interest for 3 months 9 days . . 123 12 0 

6,123 12 0 

Endorsed off Jlranaut’s note 27 Ih May 

1732 for Principal .... 5,000 0 0 

1,654 6 3 

Endorsed off Goarchnrn’s dated 1 0th August 

for . . . - . . . . 30,000 0 0 

■ - .17,427 9 6' 


Cancelled Tillneliram's dated 3rd January 
for . . . ... . . 1,287 4 6 ' 

Interest for 8'months 3 days . . 78 3 3 

1,367 7 9 

Endorsed off Tarracbchnnd's dated 15th June 

for . 2,000 0 0 

Interest fdr 2 months 25 days is . . 42 8 0 

2,042 8 0 

Transferred to Badamohan.Bysacb ... . . 482 12 0 

Ditto ditto ditto .... 3,330 9 6 

Chiton Bysack . . . . . . . 884 4 3 

Niansan . „ . , . . . ... 700 . 0 0 

Paid into the Treasury 220 12 3 

Total . 36,330 9 6 


Ordered the Storekeeper to deliver out iron hot at outcry to the amount of 
C. Rs. 2,798-4, that sum heing endorsed off. 

Mr. Holwell’s note, dated the 4th September, for Principal C. Rs. d,165-6.6. 

, Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay out of their office 0. Rs. 1,000, 
that sum heing endorsed off. 

Messieurs Bellamy’s and Mapletoft’s note, dated the 29tii April 1751 for 
C. Rs. 14,132-1-9. 

Cancelled Govinchum SeaPs note, dated the 27th August 1761, and renewed 
the same with interest thereon for a year, viz . ; — 

C. Ks. a, p. 

For Principal 8,388 8 0 

Interest for a year is 750 7 6 

Total . 9,088 15 6 


The Import Warehouse-keeper delivers in his account of goods sold by 
retail in August. Particulars, viz . : — . ^ ' 


C, Rs. a. p. 


Broadcloth, fine ... 44-2 
Do., do. ordinary . . 1.0-8 

Pcipets, ordinary . . . .1-4 

White ffannel . . ' . .11 

Allapccn 9-8 

Velvets . . . ,8 

Broadcloth, fine, in pieces . . 48 pieces 

Do. do. ordinary, yellow 24 
Perpets, fine scarlet . . .31 

Do. ordinary green' , .1 


. 275 6 0 

23 10 0 

i 1 6 
. 12 6 0 
. 19 0 0 

77 4 9 
. 3,933 0 0 
. 1,200 0 0 
. 868 0 0 
. 10 0 0 


Total . 6,428 12 3 




Ordered tlic said aceouiit to pass, errors excepted, the amount thereof 
C. Rs. 6,428-12-3 being paid into the Treasury. 

ROGER. DRAKE JAMES, Junr. 
W. ORDTTENDEN. 

C. M ANNIN GHAM. 

RICHARD BEECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOWELL. 


To — The lIoN’nu; Roger Drake, E«q., President and Governor, &c. 

Hox’BLii Sir & Sins, — Mr. Henry T\’alter, jMastcr in the HonMile Com- 
pany’s sloop service, being thought in all respects thorouglily qualified for a 
Pilot, I humbly recommend to your honour, &c., as a person fitting to succeed 
as Pilot in the room of ]Mr. Alexander Scott who is discharged to go up to tlie 
coast for bis health. I also recommend to your honour, &c., Thomas Graunt and 
Erancis orris. Mates in the said service, as being qualified to succeed as 
^Masters, which I humbly submit to your honour, &c., and am with due respect, 

noK’jii.E Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obctliont and humble servants, 

Port William, \ (Sd.) JOHN PliS'SON, 

The Solh SejUember 1T53. ) Muster Attendant, 
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Dr. 


Fort William Cask Account, the Hon’ble United Company of Merchants of Eughud trading to the 

for the month of August 1758. 


Cr. 

East Indies 


August. 


AT. Bs, n. p> Bs. &. p. 


To Balance of last month . • 

6 th To Treasury Office — 

Beceired from thence per order 

of Council this day . . 10,000 0 0 

ISatta 10 per cent. . • 1.000 0 .0 

11,000 0 0 
. . 2,000 0 0 


2,969 2 9 


August, 

6 th By Bichard Bcchor, Bsq., Bnxey — 
Advanced him 'to defray the 
factory, expenses per order of 
Company this day , • 

Batta 10 per cent. . 


Cowries 


To Treasury Office— ^ 

Bcccived from thence per order 
of Council this day , • 6,000 

Batta 10 per cent . • 500 


13,000 0 0 


0 0 
0 0 


> To Treasury Office — 

Beceived from thence per order 
' of Company this day . . 26,000 0 0 

Batta 10 per cent, . . 2,600 0 0 

To Treasury Office — 

Beceived from thence per order 
of Company this day . . 6,000 0 0 

Batta 10 per cent. . . 600 0 0 


5,500 0 0 


27,600 0 0 


6,600 0 0 


Af.Us, a. p. M..n. a. p. 


8,000 

800 


0 0 
0 0 


Cowries , 


8,800 0 0 

2,000 0 0 


10,800 0 0 


By William AfcQuire, M. V. 

Master — 

Advanced him to pay the rolls ' , 
for the, months of July and 
August' per order . . 2,000 


Batta 10 per cent. 


0 0 
200 0 0 


By Tliomas Conics, M. Str.-Kpr.— 

Advanced him to pay for .Millitary stores per 
order of Council this day 

By William Parlcnr, Begister — 

Paid him his fees due on n petition nceonnt 
Bupclmnd 


2,200 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

17 10 6 


By Mayors Court Charges — 

Paid Air. Valicourt, Slioriff, the nllowanco 
duo to him for tho month July . , 124 2 3 

By Richard Bechcr, Esq., Bnxoy— 

Advanced him to defray tho 
factory expenses , , , 5,000 0 0 

Batin 10 per cent. . . 600 0 0 

6,600 0 0 

24tb By Account Bevennes— 

Paid tho Hnghley Fliowsdar 
four months ground rent duo . 

. the Slst instant . . . 421 8 0 


s 


Batta 10 per cent. 


. 42 7 3 


466 7 3 


Current Be. 


By Dockhend Expenses — 

Advanced Captain 'Pinson, M. Attdt., to 
defray the charges of the Uockfaead for tho 
month of July 5^437 0 6 

31st By Bichard Bechcr, Esq., Bnxey — 

Advanced him to defray tho 
factory expenses ' . . 6,500 0 0 

Batta 10 per cent. . . 600 0 0 

5,600 0 0 

By Jn. Pinson — . ^ 

Advanced him the Pilots, &c., 
expenses in iconthly pay , 5,000 0 0 

Batta 10 per cent . . 600 0 0 

■ ; 6,600 0 0 

By Captain Bauson, Master Atten* ' 

dant— 


63,659 2 9 


For Dockheod expenses for the 
months of Octoberand Eov- 
ember 1761 . . . 10,444 14 6 


Interest for 9 months at 9 per 

cent 705 0 0 

11,149 14 6 


By Mayors .Court Charges— 

Paid Messrs. Weston and Bumbleton 


• 828 6 6 
48,5 74 1 6 
&>083 1 3 


Current Bs. • . 63,659 2 9 
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Mmter Jioll_qf invalids for the month of 
September 1752. 


hJnster "Roll of invalids- for the month of 
October 1752. 


Nathl. J-acobs, at £ Madr. rupees 

M.Rs. a. 

P‘ 

Nathl. Jacobs, at 

M.Rs. a. 

£ Madras rupees 

P- 

per diem . . 

James Dunkley, at 1 Madr. rupee 

88 0 

0 

per diem . . . . 

Jas. Dunkley, at 1 Madras 

• 

rupee 

62 

0 

0 

per, diem . . 

• • 

19 0 

0 

per diem 



• 

81 

0 

0 

Joseph Tompson 

• • 

11 9 

8 

Jo. Thompson . 

• 


• 

18 

5 

0 

Nichs. Arnold . 

* • • 

8 10 

3 

Nichs, Arnold . 

• 


• 

13 

10 

6 

Jno. Volleguard . . 

• • 

. 8 10 

8 

J no. Volleguard 

• 


• 

IS 

10 

6 

John George . 

i • 

5 12 

6 

Jno. Gosper 

• 


« 

9 

2 

6 

John Gosper . . 

• • 

5 12 

6 

Jno. George . 

■ 


« 

9 

2 

6 

Cornelius Peter 

• • 

5 12 

6 

Cornelius Peter 

r 


• 

9 

2 

6 

Peter Cooper . 

• « 

5 12 

6 

Peter Cooper . 

• 


• 

9 

2 

6 

Law : Derieksou 


5 12 

6 

Law : Derickson 

• 


• 

9 

2 

6 

Porto Vano 

• • 

4 10 

3 

Porto Vano 

• 


• 

7 

5 

6 

Paul Negora . 

• • 

4 10 

3 

Paul Negora 



V 

• 

7 

5 

6 

Reamond D’Souza . 

• • 

4 10 

8 

Rcamd. D’Souza 



• 

7 

5 

6 

John Gonsalve 

« • 

4 10 

3 

Jno. Gonsalve 



• 

7 

5 

6 

^Manuel Montero . 

• • 

4 10 

3 

Maul. Montero 

* ' 

• 

• 

7 

5 

6 

1 


Clement Anthony • }• 

"Wm. Johnson 

Anthony D’Rozatio, Drummer 

Daniel Pane . 

Jno. Lawrence 

Prancis Manuel ♦ • 

Domingo Lovoo . • 

Anthy. D’Rozario . • 

Mnnl. Rehero « " 

Anthy. Gomez « 

Alexander Rule 

Nichs. D’Cruze 

Nichs. D’Costa . > 

Sultan Lascar . 

Manl. Rodriguez 

Law : D’Rozario 

Gustavus Remedy 

Lewis Dorsey . 

Manl. D’Rozario . 

Thomas Tilley . 

Bearers’ subsistance by order of 
ConrUMartial 

Madras Rs. 


4 10 3 
4 10 8 
4 10 0 
4 10 8 ^ 
4 10 3 
4 10 8 i 
4 10 8 
£ 86 ! 
4 10 6 
4 10 6 
4 10 6 
4 10 G 
4 10 6 
£ 10 6 
4 10 6 
4 10 '6 
4 10 6. 
4 10 6 
4 10 ’6 
4 10 6 


£83 5 9 


Wm. Johnson 

Anthony D’Rozario, Drnmmer 
Dan. Pane , 

Jno. Lawrence . , 

Fras. Manuel , , 

Domingo Lovoo , . 

Anth. D’Rozario . . 

Manl. Rebero . . 

Antb. Gomez ... 
Alexander Rule 
Niebs. D’Souza . 

Nichs. D’Costa . 

Sultan Lascar . . '. 

Manl. Rodriguez 
Law : D’Rozario 
Gustanus Remedy . . 

Lewis Dorsey . 

Manl. D’Rozario 
Thomas Tilley . . . 

Bearers’, subsistance by order of 
Court-Martial 


Madras Rs. . 863 18 £ 


GEORGE MINCHIN. 


GEORGE MINCHIN. 
Mustered. 

P. ROGER DRAKE. - 


14i 


Alstract of part of Captain Polier^s Company 
for September 175'<i. 

M.Rs. a. p. 

1 Lieutenant, at 5*. per diem, 19 
days, at dd. per Madras 
rupee . • ■ . 38 0 0 

1 Ensign, at 4s. per diem, 1 9 days, 

at 2s. 6(?. pet Madras rupee . 30 6 6 

3 Sergeants, at Is. 8(2.. per diem, 

19 days, at 2s. 6(2, per Madras 

rupee . • '• • 38 '0 0 

4 Corporals, at Is. 2(2. per diem, 

19 days, at 2s. 6(2. per Mad- 
ras rupee . . ' . . 35 8 0 

3 Drummers, at Is. 2(2. per diem, 

19 days, at 2s. 6(2. per Mad- 
ras rupee . . . . 26 10 0 

63 Centinels at 10s. per diem, 19 . 
days, at 2s. 6(2. per Madras 
rupee . . . • 399 0 0 


Madras Rupees . 567 8 8 


GEORGE MINCHIN. 
ALEXANDER PEIJEll. 
JOHN CONRAD ZEIGLER, 
Mustered. 

' ROGER DRAKE. 


Abtlraet of part of Captain Polier’t Company 
for October 17B2, 

M.Rs. a. p. 

.1 Lieutenant, at 5s. per diem, 31 
days, at 2s. 6(2. per Madrds 
rupee . . . , 62 0 0 

I Ensign, at 4s. per diem, 31 days, 

at 2s. 0(2. per Madras rupee . 49 9 0 

3 Sergeants, at Is. 8(2, per diem, 

31 days, at 2s. 6(2. per Madras 

rupee . . . . 62 0 0 

4 Corporals, at Is. 2(2. per diem, 

31 days, at 28. 6(2. per Madras 
rupee . . . _ . 67 14 0 

3 Drummers, at Is. 2(2. per diem, 

81 days, at 2s. 6(2. per Madras 
rupee . . . . 43 7 6 

63 Centinels, at 10s. per diem, 31 
days; at 2s. 6(2. per Madras 
rupee 651 0 0 


Madras Rupees . 925 14 6 


GEORGE MINCHIN. 
ALEXANDER PEIJER. 
JOHN CONRAD ZEIGLER 
Mustered. 

ROGER DRAKE. 


Port William, the 28th September 1752, 

Thursday. At a Constii.tation, Present; 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President , 

The Worll. Edward Holden Crtjttenden, Esq. 

Messieurs Manninghau. 

Eecher. 

Frankland. 

Maokett. 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 26th being mote fair, was now read, approved and signed. 

This morning we received a letter from the Gentlemen at Jugdea accom- 
panying 90 bundles and 6 tucktaes of cloth despatched to us on our Hon’ble 
Masters’ account. 

The President requesting money to supply the cash. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him four thousand Madras 
rupees (M. Rs. 4,000). The Export Warehouse-keeper requesting money to 
defray the expences of the Gottah. 

Agreed that the President do advance him one thousand Madras rupees 
(M. Rs. 1,000). ^ 

The Marine Account for the month of August having been duly examined 
and there appearing from the abstract to be a balance due to the Master 
Attendant of Current Rs. 6,166 t11-9. 

Agreed that the President do pay the same. Finding the charges repara- 
tion of the Budgrows to be very high and considering the great risk of their 
being lost in sending them down the river at the time of the year our ships are 
despatched which we are of opinion will be eased to our Hon’ble Masters by turn- 
ing the Dolphin sloop (purchased only for the service of the river) into a yacht. 
We sent for the Master Attendant who agreeing with us in opinion was directed 
to turn her into a yacht with the utmost expedition. The securities for Annun- 
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cliuud and Niancliund .were now sent for and acquainted us that they could 
sell their effects by the 30th December to make good any demands the Hon’ble 
Company may hare on Anunchund-Nianchund, and in the intermediate time 
they gave us sufficient security for their personal appearance, agreeing in case 
that they do not sell their effects by that time, for us to put them up at puhliok 
outcry the beginning of January. 

Mr. HolwcU Jemindar lays before the Board the Judicial Proceedings of 
the Jemindary brought up to the 26th instant, also register of the fines in obe- 
dience to the order of last Council, for our inspection. 

Cancelled the following notes and renewed, the same with interest thereon 
for a year, vh . — 

C. Bs. n. p. 

Mr. John SuHiv.nn’s dtitcd the 2nd April 1751 for . . 3,216 5 6 

Interest for .i yc.ir is 280 7 6 




3,505 

13 

0 

Mr. Irivin's account Geo. 

Williameon, 

dated Ist May 



1751 

• • • 

. . . 1,000 

0 

0 

Intcrcyt for n yc.nr is . 

• • • 

. . . 90 

0 

0 

• 


1,090 

0 

0 


Granted a note to Bussickloll, dated 1st May 1752, for Current Ks. 
5,319-14'. Radacondscat’s account being debited for that sum. 

Granted a nolo to Messrs. Amyat and Pullcrton, dated 21*th September, 
account Mr. John Smith for G. Rs. 10,800. 

Omichund's account being debited for that sum. 

Granted a note to Rampershad, dated 25th instant, for C, Rs, 600. Ram- 
surun Gungaram’s account being debited for that amount. 

Ordered the IVarchousc-kccper to deliver out goods hot at outcry to the 
amount of C. Rs. 15,780-14-9 ; that sum being made good as follows : — 






C. Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Cancelled Go.'ircburn's note of 10th August 

1752 

for Prin- 




oipal ..... 

• 


• • 

30,000 

0 

0 

Interest for 1 month 2 d.iys . 

• 

• 

• • 

240 

0 

0 





30,240 

0 

0 

Deduct endorsed off . . 

• 

• 

• » 

26,596 

7 

3 





3,643 

8 

mmt 

9 

Transferred to Omichund’s account 

• 

« 

• • 

8,851 

0 

6 

Ditto Ghircednr Dut’s 

• 

« 

• • 

363 

15 

9 

Paid into the Trcasuiy . 

• 

• 

• • 

1,368 

11 

9 

Ditto ditto . . 

• 

• 

• • 

1,553 

10 

0 





15,780 

14 9 


The Treasure designed for Cossr. being laden on the boats — 

Agreed that we dispatch them under the care of Rnsn. Muir and that we 
write to the Gentlemen there to enclose the manjee*s receipts. 

And as we propose dispatching the Wager to Europe by the 21st No- 
vember — 

Agreed to write to the several subordinates to send us what goods they 
may have ready to be down here by the 15th of that month. 

ROGAR DRAKE, June. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

0. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BEOHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 
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!Fort William, tlio 9tli October 1752. 

At a Consttltation, Pkesent: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., VrcsuUnL 
The Worll. Edward Holden Ortittenden, Esq. 

Messiehrs Manningham. 

Beoher. 

EbANEHiAND. 

Mackett. 

Holwell. 


The Book o£ Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation oE the 28th ultimo being now wrote fair, was read, approved and signed. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him thirteen thousand 
Madras rupees (M. Rs. 13,000). 

The President acquaints the Board that ho has thought proper to grant 
the following commissions on the.reeommendation of the Captain Commandant : 
Lieutenant’s Commissions to Messrs. Kempe and Keen, and a Ensign’s Commis- 
sion to Mr. Talbot on his promise of future good behaviour. 

The Buxey requesting money to defray the expences of this factory — 

Agreed that the President do advance him ten thousand Madras rupees 
(M. Rs. 10,000). 

Mr. William Rider delivers in his report of private trade found on board 
ship Oxford, 

Ordered that Warehouse-keeper to compare it with the manifest. The 
Import Warehouse-keeper reports to the Board that he has weighed off the 
treasure by the undermentioned ships and found the following deficiencies : — 
Per Oxford . . . . .4 Arcot rupees and 1 Madras. 

„ Hector . . « . .16 Bombay rupees. 

„ IFo^cr ..... 13 „ ,, 

Ordered him to demand the amoimt thereof from the respective Captains. 

The Master Attendant delivers in his account of the Hon’ble Company’s 
Marine expenses in the month of September. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it. 

He likewise lays before the Board an account of the wages paid the pilots 
and seamen belonging to the sloops for the month of September, with vouchers 
for the several disbursements therein. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it. 

Captain Kirwan sent in a letter requesting that Redwood, agreeable to the 
terms of his Charter party, may be laden on boai;d the Sector. 

Ordered the Warehouse-keeper to comply therewith, and his letter to be 
entered a^ter this Consultation. 

Ordered Captain Kirwan to get the Sector ready for to proceed to Bom- 
bay, and 

Ordered pubtio notice to be given that the Sector will be despatched 
next month, and will receive on board any freight that may offer. 

Messrs. Coates and Ellis lay before the Board the account current of 
Metri’s Chunam. 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 

The Madeira wine per Oxford is being landed. 

Ordered it to be surveyed, &c. 
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Agreed that we sell it at public outcry this day fortnight. 

James Valicourt, Sheriff, sent in his note for tlie allowance due to him and 
his officers for the month of September, which amounting to C. Rs. 110. 

Agreed that the President do pay the same. 

Cancelled the following notes and renewed them with interest thereon for 
a year ; — 



C. Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Jouatban Bauson’s dated 20lb September 1751 for . 

. 1,090 

0 

0 

Interest for a ye.ar is .... . 

. 98 

1 

6 


1,188 

1 

6 

Goareburn’s dated 27tb September' 1751 for 

. 41,440 

15 

0 

Interest for a year ...... 

. 3,729 

11 

0 


45,170 10 

0 

^Ifssrs. Manuin»bam and Frankland’s account of Cornelius 



Goodwin dated iStb September 1751, for 

o 

Cl 

9 

9 

Interest for a year ...... 

. 1,899 

2 

3 


28,000 12 0 

^[cfisrs. Fylcbc and Burrow’s account James Barton’s children, 

James and Elizabeth, dated 21st September 1751, for 


Principal , . 3,576 14f 9 

Interest for a year is 321 14> 9 

3,898 13 6 

Bunseram itTctre’s note dated Isl September for . . 4,573 2 0 

Interest for a year is . . « . . . 41 1 9 3 


4,984 11 3 

Charles Mnnningbam, Esq., account William Davis, Esq., 

dated the Srd September 1751 for . . . . 2,921 3 3 

Interest for a year is ..... . 262 14 6 

3,184 1 9 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay Mr. Holwell the balance of his 
note dated ISth September 1751, the said note being now canc^ed, viz . : — 


C. Bs. a. p. 

For Principal ........ 1,090 0 0 

Interest for 9 months 28 days . . . . . 82 0 6 


. 1,172 0 6 

Deduct endorsed off ...... 1,090 0 0 


Paid out of the Treasury . . . . . . 82 0 6 


It appearing to us that some voyages have been set on foot from' hence to 
the different parts of India and passes obtained "under English names when the 
property has at the same time chiefly appertained to the Black Merchants, in- 
habitants of this place, and as a proceeding of this nature may involve us with 
the country government by depriving them of their duties payable by the Natives 
who carry on any trade exclusive of the Hon’ble Company’s investment. In 
order therefore to prevent abuses of this kind in future — 

Resolved that every person who applies for a pass do declare to the Board 
on oath, who are the true concerned, and in what proportions, that it may be 
certified whether the same is the property of the English gentleman. 

The Jemindar delivers in the account Revenues for the month of April, 
the gross amount thereof being C. Bs. 9,729-7-9 — 

eo F, n. • ' 
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Particulars, vk 


6i'ound-ront , 

Gain on cowries 
Wfivvors’ ground-rent 
Duties on piece-goods 
Sales of boats 
Sales o£ houses 
Duties on potlahs 
Peons’ fees 
Hocovory o£ debts 
Marriages 
Ground overplus 
Sale of slaves 
Pines . 

Goalocs 

nice for exportation 
Scllamy of briolcs 
Marks on dry and wet measures 
Duties on ebunam and timbers 
Duties on liquor imported . 
Servants’ wages forfeited . 

Monday Dazar 
Iron, stone, sugar, ghee, &c. 
Verdure fish-pots, firewood 
Touldary on rice, wheat, gram, &c. 
Tobacco 
Caulkers . 

Duty on salt . 

Market places 
Soba Bazar 
Dobaparra Bazar 
liautculla „ 

Charles „ 

Bang „ 

Now „ 

Sam ,, 

Bagum ,, 

Gastholhi „ 

John Nagore „ 

Bonds 

Glnss>makers . 

Bang shops . 

John Bazar . 

Bartholin „ . 

Santoso ,, . 

XjoH „ • 

Burthoned oxen 
Vermillion 
Cotton-bcnters 
Squibs . 

Hogs butchery 
Ferry boats 
Braminies 
Blonket-makers 
, Conjee shops 
Dammcr and oakum 


Carried over 


C. Bs. n. p, 
1,917 a 0 
75 1 3 
110 . 8 0 
275 3 C 
35 7 0 
25G 13 9 
70 13 3 
13G 2 » 

13 10 0 
131 .3 G 

9 13 0 
10 10 8 
917 9 3 
4 0 0 
1,10G 2 0 
379 2 C 
180 0 0 
100 0 0 
37 4 0 
223 0 0 
1,000 13 3 
175 0 0 
216 10 G 
15S 6 0 
12 8 0 
43 12 0 
318 6 3 
429 0 8 
IIG 10 6 
39 2 0 

14 12 0 

15 0 0 
43 12 0 

287 8 0 
100 0 0 
75 7 6 
25 0 0 
IS IS 0 
35 13 3 
45 13 6 
143 12 0 
55 3 0 
55 3 6 
20 0 0 
154 2 6 
41.12 0 
18 12 0 
2 8 0 
3 8 0 
1 1 6 
14 0 0 
.250 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
66 10 6 


9,707 10 6 • 
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C. Rs. 

a. 

P- 


Drought over 

9,707 

10 

6 

Old iron, empty cattys 

• • • • • 

5 

0 

0 

Chcstmnkcrs . . 

• • • • • 

6 

0 

0 

Sindoor 

* • • • ■ 

10 

IS 

S 



9,729 

7 

9 


Deduct Charges 

2,481 

9 

3 


Pd. into Treasury 

.7,247 

14 

6 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be delivered the 
Accomptant the amount thereof Current Rs. 7,2‘J!7-14 j- 6 being paid into tbe 
Treasury. 

The several entries necessary for closing and ballancing the general books 
of this presidency being made in the Treasury account for April. 

Ox’dercd the Commitec of Treasury to close the account for April, as also 
those for Slay, June, July, August, and September. 

Granted a note of this date to Captain William Hutchinson for C.Rs. 
2,687-13-9, that sum being endorsed off Mr. Dawson’s note dated the 4ith 
January 1751-52 for C.Rs. 2,851-7-0. 

Granted a note to Bridjoorara dated the 28th September for C.Rs. 1,605 ; 
that sum being transferred from Jugutram Dutt’s account. 

Granted a note to Mr. Charles Hampton of this date for C.Rs. 1,900 
that sum being accounted for as follows : — 

C. Rs. a. p. 

Endorsed off Mr. Drake’s note dated 7th June 175S for 

Principal C.Us. 8,700-0-6 950 8 3 

Endorsed off Mr. Drake’s note dated 11th June for 

C.Us. 2,817-13-0 449 7 9 

Transferred to Paunohu Cotmah’s account . ,. . 500 0 0 

. 1,900 0 0 


Granted a note to Messrs. Drake and Manningbam on account of William 
Davis, Esq., dated the 3uth September, for C. Rs. 6,951 3-3 ; Captain Pinson’s 
note dated the 19th ultimo being cancelled to make good that sum, mz . : — 







C.Rs. 

a. 

P- 

For Principal , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

7,000 

0 

0 . 

Interest for a year 

• • 

« 

• 

• 

. 630 

0 

0 






7,6S0 

0 

0 

Deduct endorsed off 

t • 

• 

• 

• 

675 

12 

9 






6,954 

3 

3 


Granted a note of this dale to Goarchurn for C .Rs. 1,000. Omichund’s 
account being debited for that sum. 

Granted a note to Mrs. Jane Douglass and Messrs. Manningbam and 
Erankland on account of Mrs. Elizabeth Thorpe for Rs. 13,597-13-9 to ac- 
count for which a note in the name of Mrs. Jane Goring, Messrs.Manningham 
and Eindlay, dated the 25th September 1751, and was now cancelled, viz . : — 

C. Rs. a. p. 

For Principal . . . . ' . . , . 12,475 0 9 

Interest for a 3 ’ear is . , . , . . 1,122 12 0 

13,597.12 9 

Granted a note to Mrs. Jane Douglass and Messrs., Manningbam and 
Erankland on account of Mrs. Elizabeth Thorpe for 0. Rs. 3,659-16-0 ; a note in 
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ilio nnrae of Mrs. Gorhic;, Messrs. Mnnninglitun and Fr/inklniid on ncoonnt of 
Elizabeth Thorpo dated ibo d tli Ociobtsr being caneollcd for the amount, rh, 

‘ C,It«. n. ]>, 

For Friiioip.i1 ....... .",£00 0 (i 

I nlcrst for n year io ...... £M 15 0 

V.Juil) 15 1i 


Granted a note to Mrs. .Tano Eougl.nssnnd Messrs, itrnnninglmin and Eraok- 
land on account of Mrs. Elizabeth Tliorpn for Current Us. f},;iG7-G*0, dated tlnr 
IStli ultimo; a notes in tho nnnioof jtirs. Goring, ^lessrs. .Manniisgham and I'indlay 
on account of Elizabeth Tlioj’pc being cancelled to makes good that sum, vi :.: — 


For I’rincipnl . 

Iiitcrosl for n yenr i« . 


Transferred from Omicliinid’s flccounl . . . 

Do. from Bndoo DtiK’s .... 

Cancelled Mr, Findlay’s note, dated the IStli Juno 1751 — 
For Principal ....... 

Interest for 1 year .0 mouths and 10 days is . 

Paid into tho Treasury ..... 


c. n«. 

fl. 

P- 


10 

0 

52.5 

M 

0 

G,.';67 

■1 

II 

! hot at 1 

outcrv 

for as follow 

's 

C. lU. 

a. 

P- 


G 

fi 

2,145 

8 

0 

1,001 

1 

6 

125 

•» 

1 

G 

1,210 

0 

0 

448 

11 

0 

12,145 

4 

.3 


Ordered tho Stoi’ekooper to deliver out iron to tlic amount of Current Es. 
1,305-13-6, the following accounts being debited for that sura : — 

C. Rs, n. ]). 

Rndamohan Bysnek’s 500 0 0 

Killarnm Roy’s S05 13 G 

1,305 13 G 


Captain Hutchinson sent in a letter to tho Board to acquaint them that the 
demurrage of the Qodolphin will commence the 22nd instant. 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 

The Buxey delivers in the charges general for the month of August, with 
the vouchers for the several disbursements therein. 

Ordered them to lay on the table for examination. 


EOGEB, DRAKE, Jnk. 
E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 
0. MANNINGHAM. 
RIOHD. BECHER. 
WILM. ERANKLAND. 
W. MAOKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 
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To — The HoN’ni.E RoGErv Drakb^ Esq., President and Governor, in Council of Fort 

initiam, 

Hon’ble Siu and Sirs, — Being in want of demurrage for the Hectors 
I humbly I’cquest your honour, &c., will order her Charter party. Eedwood to 
he laden on hoard her. 

I am with respect, 

Bort 'William, Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

The 9lh October 17B2. ) Tour obedient humble Servant, 

STEPHEN KIRMAN. 
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3)v. 


(>. 


The Jlpii’ble Coinpnnif’^ Chuuam /roiti Glh FehtPnTy /,> (he ijjit 


Corklf 

»hrll. 


Citilal 


To wlmt rmivc<l Mil«. l«,57«-a0 ll.rsr’ao 


Kobrnnrv, 2(> dnys— 


lie. 

n. 

p- 

lU. n. p. 



th. 

IM*. 



2 Diuiinne — u'ltROe ntlte,20 p. in. 

!• 13 

6 

0 


lly ttlinl iltr I^itM 


fl 




4 WcipUmcn >. 

III tt m‘ 8 «i 

i< 0 n 

u 


By wli!i! «<iM Ai »tin>)rt tiiiii i 

• .»< It 


.'*.'0-5 

tl 

fl 

12 Cooloj's 

lit 2 8 „ 

ie 20 

1 

0 




— 




10 I’fOiis 1, 

nt 2-8 „ 

ie 10 11 

0 



;V» *'1 0 

0 

ti 

0 

(• 

(»>l 

• « 

* «2 

14 

0 



, ir-.i:.*! .'M 

0 


IT** 

ti 

10 DiieliPte „ . 

■ • 

. t> 

10 

0 







— 11- 

4 Codiillye c 

• • 

. 6 

0 

0 



li.5;>, ,v.i 

<1 

11.3 ‘•7 


0 



— 


— 

cr> 6 0 





■avtop*!. 


Xiirth— 






lly «1.-»1 Mill .MiU. 3.335 n*. 

*10 i)f« i: 

1«. !,~33 

f. 

fl 

2 Buniiin*— wnpoe 

■ 

. 2<» 

0 

0 








4 Wcigliincii ,1 

nt Be. 2*8 p. ni. 

10 

0 

0, 





• 


•smm 

12 Coolcje „ 

nt It Ii*8 ft 

30 

0 

0 









10 PconB 
Oyl 


nt ,,2-S 


25 0 0 
4 6 0 


80 6 0 


April— 


Mny— 


June — 


JnJy- 


2 Bnninne— wngce 



• 

20 0 

0 

4 IVoiglmicn 



• 

10 0 

0 

12 Cooloye 



« 

30 0 

0 

10 Peons 



• 

25 0 

0 

Oyl 



• 

4 6 

0 

10 llflslvcts 



« 

0 10 

0 

2 Btininns — wngee 




20 0 

0 

4 ■Woighmen 




10 0 

0 

12 Cooleys 




30 0 

0 

10 Peons 




25 0 

0 

Oyl 




4 6 

0 

2 Biininns — n-nges 




20 0 

0 

4 IVciglimen 




10 0 

0 

12 Cooleys 




30 0 

0 

10 Peons 




25 0 

0 

Oyl 




4 6 

0 

10 Bflsbots 




0 10 

0 

2 Banians — 3rages 




20 0 

0 

4 IVeighmcn 



• 

10 0 

0 

12 Cooleys 

• 



30 0 

0 

10 Peons 

t 


• 

25 0 

0 

Oyl 

• 


• • 

4 5 

0 

Balance in onr hands . 



80 16 0 


SO 6 0 


80 16 0 


89 6 0 


613 2 0 
820 6 0 


C. Be. . 1,333 8 0 


GttOilfp, 'I Is! Jul^- jTiiS. 


ICrrori* 

P. THOMAS COAliKS. 
M'lHLlAM JvLLlS. 
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To — T iik Hox’iu.e Rooer Drake, Esq., President and Governor, ^'e., Council of Fort 

iniliam. 

Hon’blk Sir and Sirs, — This serves to advise your honour, &c., that 
the dcmurrugc of the Godolphin commences the 22nd instant. 

I am, Tvith great respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Port TTilliaji, Your obedient, humble servant. 

The 9th October 1752. ) W3XLIAM HUTCHINSON. 






PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS. 


Port TTilliain, the 11th Oetoher 1752. 

At a Coxstjltation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The 'Woushipful Edward Holden Crhttenden, Esq., . 

Messieuks Manningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, 

' Mackett, 

Holwell. 

7110 Book of Stiinding Orders Laying on tliu Table. 

Tho Consultation of tlie 9tli being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Tho President lays before the Board a translate of two letters which he 
received from the Nabob, which being read. 

Ordered them to bo entered after this Consultation. 

The Committee of Enquiry into the charge ag'‘ Govindram IMetre lay their 
proceedings before the Board, and Mr. Holwcll requests to minute the following 
remarks previous to the determination of the Board on the said proceedings. 
That Jklotre admits his first charge of the farms, the circumstances of which 
considered he thinks carries a tacit proof against hiin in everything else, as 
Metre therein confesses the grossest deceit and fraud, for if he is capable of 
insinuating to the Jemindar that so much is the utmost that he can get for the 
farms, and at the same time clandestinely takes them to himself at such price 
in the name of the third person, and then immediately farms them out again on 
his own account at an advance, some of them of even 100 per cent., he may con- 
formable to the strictest equity be concluded capable of anything else. 

That Metre has drawn a long Jind specious answer to the second charge, 
touching servants’ wages converted to his own use, in which answer he gives a 
particular detail of the service and situation of each. On which Mr. Holwell 
remarks ; that supposing Metre’s own assertion and the evidence of Bonche- 
ram to have any cre^t given to them it proves no more than that the 17 Pykes 
were employed in Metre’s service and paid annually by the Company ; that thejr 
might be ready for their service possibly once in a twelve month ; that any 
of them or the Buxeries were employed as spies is not probable, for where was 
the necessity of keeping that charge in the dark as the Company might have 
been debited on that account without specifying the names of the spies as is 
the case at present ; but the whole of this detail is at once proved to he a chain 
of falsehoods and impositions on producing the cutchery cash-keeper’s books 
where he finds eight Buxeries’ wages and 6 rupees filched from the second’s 
allowance of a ponsway* and 8 rupees the wages of Boncheram (which Metre 
says with Tilluckram’s wages was paid to bis Persian writer) has been actually 
paid by Metre’s order to Mr. Kempe for these two years past. In regard tO' 
Ivissengose, Mucketdram, Mundell, Barnasaseal Dutt, and Ramchurn Tagoor. 
Those of the oldest standers in the service of the cutchery declare they never' 
knew these people engaged in any service for the Company, and thirteefii-morethe- 
Committee is sensible, were ready to prove the same, to which Mr. Hfiiwell fur- 
ther remarks that neither of them appeared to pay him the usual salanit, or 
receive the usual present on his taking the seat in the cutchery, which they would 

• Ponsway, properly Pnnsway, S. A. boat for passengers or goods, ■rnrying in burthen, hn'ving a tiled roof of 
bambn, mats, and tlintcb over tho nft portion, nsunlly rowed by two or four.inen, bnt currying n mast and two sails, 
the most frequent boat in use in the Calcutta river. — Wilson's .Olossarg of Indian Terms. 

f Siilauii R. Peace, safety ; salutation (implying a wish for n person’s safety and hcnltb) used as a civil term on 
meeting or parting, ns Sdbab Snldm ; and more espccinllT, in the Arabia exchange of compliments Siilnm Xli kum, 
be with yon; AU Kum Saldm, wish you be pence.— )r«so»’s-G/ossBr^ 0 / Lidioa 2%™*. ' 
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certainly have done bad they been .servants of tbe oJB&ce. On tbe "wbole Mr. Hol- 
"well sees no reason to recede from this charge against Metre and must still insist 
on tbe bebalf of tbe Company that it is consistent both Tvitb common sense 
and common equity to conclude tbis fraud in tbe ‘ servants’ monthly pay has 
been continued in one shape or another from the period of bis having power 
to commit it. Metre observes to tbe Committee that there is a balance due on 
account of tbe bang, caulkers and tobacco farmers of Es, 1,000, which he 
must make good. On which Mr. HolweU observes that this confession would 
never have escaped him had he not known the deficiency of cuiTency, Es. 7,219, 
on the farms had been laid before the President the dqy before. That Metre 
should.be obliged to pay the money embezzled by-Cosseram Metre Mr. 
HolweU thinks cannot be esteemed a hardship as he stands equally accountable 
for any embezzlements of his late head writer Hiaram' Chose, for it was strictly 
his duty to see all monies collected paid into the Podar’s hands otherwise he 
knows not how he received 111 rupees a month from the Company. Touching 
the fine levied from Moideh, and said to be paid Mr. Hooper, Mr. HolweU 
remarks that he does not here enter into a vindication of Mr. Hooper further 
than to say it is a very easy matter for Metre to throw dirt on a gentleman who 
is not here to justi^ himself, hut that as the affair relates to Es. 600 which 
was strictly the Company’s due he thinks it incumbent on him to point out 
. contradictions in Metre’s defence, as he still thinks him accountaljle to the 
Company for that sum, for the following reasons : First, the head Pyke’s evidence 
is flat against Mr. Hooper’s having received this money knowing that it was 
levied : second, the evidence of Bulramped shows he was tampered with by Dia- 
ram Chose to assert this money was paid to Mr. Hooper: thirdly, Diaram Chose 
confesses he told Mr. HolweU he kept no account of that Es. 600 paid to Mr. 

• Hooper, and swears he keeps no accounts of such fines at all, whereas an 
account under the title of a lottery of such fines under his own hand is produced. 
Therefore what truth is there in any part of this man’s evidence ? Fourthly, 
in Sustedass’ account in the cash keeper’s hooks the Es. 2,000 which stands to 
Mr. Hooper’s name in the lottery book appears here likewise, and appears to be 
brought from other cutchery books produced, and his account of Sustedass is 
from March to October, and Moideb’s house appears to be sold the first of May. 
Now Gungaram the packer’s fine appears in this account, and why notMoideb’s, 
if it had been paid to Mr. Hooper for Diaram Chose, Es. 200 of that fine was paid 
to the cash-keeper amongst other sums. Fifthly, as Gungarara’s fine is parti- 
cularized in the cash-keeper’s books, would not Moideb’s likewise appear there if 
ever any part of it passed through his hands to Mr. Hooper, or to his head banian 
Sustedass on his account. Metre objects to the cash-keeper’s book as not being 
the cutchery book, which he knows to be utterly false, as that book is kept no- 
wdiere but in the cutchery and particularly contains the account of w'ages paid to 
all the servants of the cutchery and other accounts relative. to the office. Mr. 
HolweU does not say it 'may not contain the cash-keeper’s own accounts, but it 
happens^ very unlucky for Metre, that the very account he pitched upon to 
prove this, points out another of his frauds,' viz., the account of Monick-Soor, in 
whose name the Company has been defrauded by about Es. 9 per month from 
Es. 1746 to 1749, Rs. 312-15 paid to his father Churn Soor, and he thinks he 
will scarcely be hardy enough to say this man was ever in the service of the 
Company. But to return to Gungaram’s fine, Mr. HolweU begs leave to give 
the Board his conception of those transactions, and if they appear to them in 
the light it does to him, it will appear likewise veiy probable Mr. Hooper 
might receive the Es. 2,000 entered in the lottery book without knowing by 
what iniquitous means it was collected. It is universally known that from Mr. 
Hooper’s first entrance in the office he abridged the power of Metre, who we 
may reasonably suppose would neglect no means of regaining his influence ; a 
present he judged the readiest way, but could not prevail on himself to give it 
out of his own pocket, therefore ways and means must be thought of. Omi- 
chand’s silk was stole luckily at this juncture, and Gungaram is fined 'Es. 400, 
which, instead of being brought to the credit of the Company, appears to be 
converted to this purpose, and Basdeb Coyal is said to be fleeced of a double 
dussatary* amounting to Es. 600 more, but without the other Es. 1,000 the 
present will not be worth the jemindar’s acceptance, therefore the poor servants 

• Da-sniarr, projK-rly D:istfir i, JT, Dastail, Seni /. — A fee, a perquisite, a commission j cspccinilr n foe claimed 
by cas'.iiers and servants on nrtioies parchnsed or on payments madc.—JFilson’s Glossary of Indian Terms. 
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in the cutchory must he taxed under the head of a lottery in the sum of Rs. 26 
each. Rs. 1,360 appears to he collected in this shameful way, a thousand 
whereof makes up the present of Rs. 2,000 paid to Mr. ICooper, and the Rs. 360 
remaining is put into Metre’s pocket. Mr. Kooper, it is universally known, was 
totally out of his senses about the heginning of May and for some time before ; 
that he'could neither bear the sight or name of Govindram Metre, therefore how 
improbable it is he should receive Moidoh’s line ; that Metre complained to 
Sir. Dawson Sir. Holwell admits, but at the same time begs leave to observe that 
it was greatly in Sletre’s power to trump up any charge, of that kind, and give 
it a specious colouring by a thousand evidences that were then at his devotion ; 
and that he did not Avant resentment against Sir. Kooper at that juncture is 
very well known to every member of this Board. On the whole Mr. Holwell 
submits these circumstances to their candid determination. 

Read the Proceedings of the Committee relative to the farms and bazars, 
by Metre for tbe years 1719, 1750, and 1761, and on taking the same under 
consideration. Sir. Holwell requested the previous question to be put, whether 
SIctre was from the nature of his office in trust in behalf of the Company, when 
Sir. Slackett gave it as his opinion that the jemindar is chiefly and almost 
solely in trust for the Company and SIctre as a servant under him. 

Sir. Frankland looks upon the jemindar as the sole person in trust. 

Mr. Becher is of the same opinion as Sir. Frankland. 

Sir. Slaningham looks tipou him in trust for the Company subordinate to 
the jemindar. 

Sir. Cruttenden is of opinion that the trust of the office is reposed in the 
jemindar and ho looked upon SIctre no more than a servant under him. 

The President looks upon SIctre to have been entrusted from the nature of 
his office with the management of the whole revenues. 

The majority of the Boai’d is of opinion that Sletro is not in trust to the 
Company from the nature of his office. Sir. Cruttenden in consequence of Mr. 
HolwcU’s question requests the opinion of the Board whether Sletre had a right 
to be a purchaser with others or not. Mr.'Slackott is of opinion that be, as 
well as the jemindar and eA*ory other mau in the settlement, has a right. 

Sir. Frankland says that it appears from the Proceedings of the Committee 
that those farms were sold with the knowledge of the Governor, and jemindar 
for the time being, and as SIctre Avas never forbidden to purchase he is of 
opinion that Sletre had a right with their consent. 

Sir. Becher is of the same opinion as Sir. Frankland. Sir. Slaningham is 
of opinion that he had an equal right with other purchasers, it liaving been 
made knoAvn to the Governor and jemindar and previous notice being likewise 
given of tbe sale. Mr. Cruttenden thinks he had a right. 

The President is of opinion he had a right to purchase publicly, but not in 
a secret manner. 

Sir. SIcGuire, Secretary, acquaints tbe Board that on his waiting upon 
Sir. Dawson by their order to know if Metre acquainted him of the time for 
selling those farms and of the prices he could get for them before the time of 
sale, Sir. Dawson acquainted him he had received such intelligence from Sletre 
as likcAvise from the jemindai*. 

The majority being of opinion that Metre had a right to purchase, the 
President put the following question : — 

■Whether Sletre, by his OAvn confession of having made above the profit of 
the farms as specified by Sir. Holwell for the years 1749, 1750, and 1751 is not 
answerable to the Hon’ble Company with interest calculated thereon from the 
end of those years. 

Sir. Slackett is of opinion as it does not appear that Sletre intimidated any 
person from purchasing the farms, and that during those three years he farmed 
them, it was at an advance price, andas there has been no order that Metre 
should not be as free to purchase as any other person, and Sletre having by one 
buzar he does not think him accountable for the gains on- the others. 

Sir. Frankland is of the same opinion for the foregoing reasons, as it does 
not appear he purchased them secretly, and it being the opinion of the Board 
that he had a right to purchase, or be concerned. 



Ml’. Beclier for tlie same reasons is of the same opinion. • 

Mr. Manningham can only answer this question by the following repre- 
sentation. During the time lie was in the office of jomindar only one farm 
fell in to bo renewed or re-sold. Govindram Metro duly apprized him of this 
above one month before the expiration of the old ppttah or contract. Mr, 
Manningham likewise acquainted Mr. Dawson, the then Governor therewith, as 
did also Qovindram Metre; afterwards public notice. of a month was given by 
Mr. Manningham as jemindar that the lease of the said farm would bo 
renewed and sold to the best bidder. He likewise endeavoured publicly and 
privately himself as well as by his servants to procure bidders for the same for 
the ensuing year at an advance price. 

The sum it sold for the last year being Rs. 3,000 several persons olTcred, 
merchants and others, from Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 3,’600, but not one would acquiesce 
to have the contract in his own name. A short time before the lease had 
expired a banian offered Rs. 4,000, upon which Mr. Manningham acquainted 
Metre that such a sum was offered, but in consideration that the last farmer 
might have outstanding debts he acquiesced with his having the option of 
the farm for Rs. 4,000, that being the highest offer he could obtain, at the 
same time it being known to Mr. Manningliam that Metre in the name of 
another was the real farmer the preceding season. Ho accordingly agreed 
to give Rs. 4,000 for the said farm this season, which Mr. Manningham con- 
sented to and acquainted Mr. Dawson therewith,' thinking it an advantageous 
advance on behalf of the Company, and that no higher purchaser offered, not-' 
withstanding the utmost pains ho took for the space of six Aveoks, and as in 
this instance Metro was the farmer and known to bo such both to the Governor 
and jemindar, though in another person’s name, Mr. Manningham is therefore 
of opinion (on this principle that the Governor and jomindar were acquainted 
therewith) that Metro is not accountable for the a'dvance or gain on those 
farms let by him to others, for whom ho was security to the Company. 

Mr. Cruttondon is of opinion, and that from his having served in the.officc 
of jemindar, as the sales of the farms were made at the public cutchory 
and of consequence free for evofy one to buy, and ns there has been no order 
to his knowledge that did not entitle Metre to an equal right to purchase as 
well as any other, that he has a right to any advantage ho may have made in 
purchasing the same, especially as it nowhere appears that he over intimidated 
or prevented others from buying them. 

The President says that through the course of the enquiry into Metro’s 
management of the farms it appears to him that Metro has had the disposal 
thereof at such prices as he himself thought proper to limit by his artifice 
and dominion over the black inhabitants, so much that there has been a bare 
probability of any jemindar or other covenanted servant to have true know- 
ledge of that branch of the revenues, whereby lie was perfectly assured of 
making a profit. Therefore is of opinion ho should immediately refund to the 
Company the gains made on the above three years’ purchase, with interest 
thereon. 

The majority is of opinion that Govindram Metro is not accountable for 
any gains or other advantages ho made on the farms for those three years. 

ROGER DRAKE, Jtmior, 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

0. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 


Nabob Munsooii Aut. Mam,iok’s iionvamin, in reply to n letter wrote liim by tbo Proeident, 
llial the Company's trade may flourish in these dominions, rocuived the 2Glh Septem- 
ber 1752. 

You are a great man and that greatness becomes you, the head of all 
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merchants and the standard of friendship Boger Drake, President to the English 
Company, may health attend you. 

I hare received your petition," its contents I hare perused, and know I 
am always with the utmost w’illinguess ready to befriend you and your business, 
and what business may lay in my presence here, advise me and I will execute 
it very well. 


Nabob Alliverde Cawn’s perw.anna arrived the 8th October 1752. 

Of all merchants the greatest and the picture of friendship Mr. Drake, 
Governor of the English Company, whom God preserve. 

By the favour of the Almighty the bright eyes and soul of Nabob Munsoor 
Au IMuUick Bahawdur arrived at Muxadavad the 24th Zecandur sou paunch. 
Of your friendship, praises, presents and going to meet him he has told me a 
great deal about, so much that I cannot express it. This news I have likewise 
received from Euckerrat Tewja. I am extremely pleased and delighted with 
you and a thousand thousand times remain seusible of it, •and in return by the 
grace of God the Company’s business will be very favourable too. 


Port TVilliam, the 16th October 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Bogeb Drake, Esti., President. 

Tub Worshipful Edward H. Cruttenden, Esq., 

Messieurs Becher, 

Manningham, 

Erankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standiag Orders loying on the Table. 

The Consultations of the 11th and 14th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday we received a letter from William Watts, Esq,, Chief, &c., 
and Council at Cossimbazar, dated the 10th October, advising of the safe 
arrival of the treasure sent them under the care of Ensign Muir, of a deficiency 
of two Madras rupees in the treasure sent up with Mr. Watts. That they hope 
to despatch to us in the beginning of November, 300 bales of silk, 20 chattaks 
of silk piece goods, and upwards of 100 bales of gurrahs. That their VakU 
Kissendeb acquaints them that the Durbar has received advice from Delhi that 
the King is confined to his bed, and that the Vazeer Munsoor Ally Oawn pro- 
poses fixing another on the throne in a day or two. 

This morning we received a letter from Nich®. Clerimbault, Esq., 
Chief &o. and Council at Dacca dated the 9th instant acknowledging the 
receipt of the supplies per Charles Sloop and Dacca Pinnace, out of which 
they propose to pay the Seats one lack of Sicca rupees, and that they sold 
the bullion at 206 sicca rupees for 240 sicca weight. 

Ordered the Secretary to transmit to Captain Carter, Commander of the 
Chesterfield, copy of the Hon’ble Company’s standing orders relative to Europe 
Commanders. 

Ordered Captain Carter to follow all orders he may receive from Charles 
Manningham and Bichard Becher, Esq., import warehouse-keepers for load- 
ing and unloading his ship. 

Ordered Mr. William Bider to search the Chesterfield for private trade 
and Captain Carter to assist him therein. Agreed to dispose of the treasure 
per C//csfer^e^d when it arrives as follows: — 

To pay the merchants the amount of their 86 per cent ; 

To pay Omichund eight chests of Madras rupees ; 

112 F.D. 
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To send thirty chests o£ Madras rupees to Cossirabazar and thirty chests 
to Dacca, and 

Ordered the Buxee to provide boats and sloops to convey the foregoing 
treasure to the subordinates. 

Captain Polier ])eing arrived in town was ashed how Captain Carter 
treated him. He replied extremely well and that the Surgeon took good care 
of his peoplo. 

Captain Williara Hutchinson sent in a letter to the Board requesting a 
survey on the Godophin's bottom. 

Ordered the Master Attendant to comply therewith and report her condi- 
tion to the' Board in writing. 

The Cooper sent in his report survey of the Madeira wine received this 
year per ship Oxford. 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 

Cancelled the following notes and renewed them with interest thereon for 
a year, viz .’. — 



Bs. 

n. 

P* 

Mr. Frankland’s dated the 10th August 1751, forC. rupees 

0,008 

13 

3 

Interest for n year is . 

818 

14 

3 

C. Its. . 

0,017 

11 

0 

Mr. Thomas Cook’s on account Miss John Anna Forster, 
dated the Ist October 1751, for current rupees . . 

1,142 

0 

0 

Interest for a year is 

102 

12 

G 

C. lls. . 

1,244 13 

3 


Huzzera Mull attending the Board acquaints us that he cannot accept the 
price we offered him for the Patna goods, nor less than the prices he offered 
them at. That he will deliver in his cloth on the musters of 1733, and at that 
time there was a great difference in the quality of the cloth to what it was in 
1746 ; and that the cloth appears cheap by our invoices as the charges of the 
factory are not therein inserted which has been 35 or 40 per cent, on our 
investments, deducting the profit made on the bullion and broad cloth sent 
from hence at the Europe invoice prices, and that the charges to merchants 
that trade to and from Patna is not less on account of the cxorbitancies of the 
chowkeys, the duty they pay and the extortions of the Government, and at 
this time Ely rupees are 12 per cent, better than current, as siccas are not now 
obtained under 111^ Arcot and 109-^ Madras rupees, and that if we delay con- 
tracting the cloth will be sent to Delhi, and that the money was advanced a 
year before when the Company traded to. Patna. 

Agreed to examine and compare the musters of 1733 with those of 1746 
and give him an answer next Council day. 

ROGER DR ARE, Jttnior. 

E. H. CRHTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHD. BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


To — The Hon’ble Roqeh Dbaeg, Esq,, President and Governor, &c., Conncil of 
Port 'William. 

Hon*blb Sib and Sirs, — Pursuant to Tour Honour’s, &c., order I have 
carefully surveyed the Madeira wine as it was landed from on board the Hon’ble 
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Company’s sliip Oxford, containing 160 pipes, 'one of wliicli is quite empty, 
tlie rest are but in indifferent good order. The wine in my humble opinion is 
sound for the most part ; the leakage being, as I compute, will take about twelve 
pipes to fill up. • . 

I am with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib, and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient humble servant. 

Tort WiELiAM, ) ^ JAMES MoPHERSON, 

16th Ootohei 1758. j Cooiper. 


Port William, the 19th October 1752. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

' * 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipeul Edward H. Cruttenden, Esq. 

Messieurs Mannin6Ha:m, 

Bechbr, 

Erankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation o£ the 16th being wrote fair was now rend, approved, and signeA 

This being the day appointed for the sale of the Hon’ble Company’s woollen 
goods and having put up the following goods at the usual advance and finding 
no bidders, we secured it for our Hon’ble Masters’ interest to put them up at 
the following prices,- rather than let them lie by in their godowns, whereby they 
suffer a loss of interest. 

Besides they have strenously' recommended to us the sales of their woollen 
goods, viz : 

Bs, Bs. 

Broadcloth, ordinary. Popinjay @ 45 being first tried at . 48 

Perpets, ordinary, red @ , . 17 being first tried at . 18 

And though we tried aU the other sorts of Perpets under the usual advance 
yet as no bidders offered we were obliged to defer the sale. 

Agreed that we put up the copper as follows, viz. : 

Bs. 

That for Battery . . . . . . , 38 8 0 per maund. 

That for Brass . • . • . . , 39 00 „ 

Fine Copper . . • . • • . , 55 0 0 „ 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRDTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 
RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 
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• rorti ‘Williarn, llic 23i'd Octo'ber 1752. 

At -A Consultation, Pjijisent: 

The Hon’ble Roger RiiAiai, Esq., Prcskloit . 

The ’WoRsnirpuL Edavard H. Cruttenden, Esq. 

Messieurs Manninghasi, 

Beoiier, 

Erankland, 

Macicett, 

Holavell. 

Tlie Book of Slitnding Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 19lh being wrote fair was now rend, approved, and signed. 

Received a letter from the genllcmcn at Dacca, dated the I7t1i October, 
apprehending that the removing of .Tugdea factory to Sfutlubgungc, which is 
within a day’s iourncy of Dacca and one of the Dacca aurung.s, must greatly 
preindice and obstruct their investment, make the goods jnuch dearer and 
expose the Hou’blo Company to a very great additional and unnccc.ssary charge; 
that as ^Iiitlubgunge is so considerably distant from .Tugdea and the other 
Baftae aurungs, they can as easily provide those goods from Dacca as any 
set of gentlemen could do from JMutlubgunge, and with this advantage at a vciy 
trifling charge without risquing the extortions of a Durbai*, Avho no doubt Arill 
make ample use of this novelty and with the less moderation ns they arc in- 
formed Chaundpore and of course Slutlubguugo arc immediately tinder Hajce 
Hossein their Taut* Cannat Droga, one of the most rapacious of their Durbar. 

That among other inconveniences which would attend settling this ubav fac- 
tory, it Avould occasion a rise in the price of cloth provided for tlm Company at 
Dacca, as they have experienzed within these few years from a Ercncb gentleman 
having settled at Seramporc near Chandpore, Avhich has occasioned a consider- 
able advance in the price of dimities and other cloths purchased at that and 
the neighbouring aurungs, and they beg leave to add it Avould render Dacca 
factory more serviceable for the Company to permit them to buy up the Chand- 
pore Cossaes at present provided by the Calcutta merchants by means of tbeir 
Gomastahs residing at Mutlubgunge. That ]\Ir. Olcrimbault sent last year 
some of this cloth to Mr. Dawson, who then wi'ote him he would projiose it to be 
put in the next list of investment, but they have not received any orders con- 
cerning it. Having thus represented hoAV they apprehended that factory 
would be affected by the settling another so near it, they beg leave to add that 
in June they received onr orders to assist Mr. Baillie in procuring for him a 
substantial deloll, when after due consideration Avith Mr. Baillie, who arrived' 
there in July, they recommended Permanund Deloll, which man acquainted 
them that the Dacca delolls had made an application to Muxadavad for a 
perwanna to have the cloth business of Jugdea and all the Dacca aurungs in their 
own hands. He agreed to wait the event of their application and returned to 
Jugdea, since which they have not had any public advice on this subject. 
That the delolls have since obtained from Muxadavad the peinvanna they 
desired, and Mr. Clerimbault having sent for Permanund and Samsundey, two of 
their principal delolls, the former declared his Avillingness to transact as a 
deloll the cloth bnsiness of Jugdea at Cullinda, Ramnaut Colly, or any other 
of the Dacca aurungs, of which they -will advise the gentlemen at Jugdea. 
That in case it should be necessary to remove Jugdea factory they beg 
leave to inform us that Cullinda is a considerable mart for baftaes, about 
five hours distance from Jugdea, and situated in the midst of their cloth 
aurungs. That it was first mentioned and approved of by Mr. Baillie when 
there, and has the advantage of being under Jugut Seat, Avhothey arepersnaded 
would encourage them as much as in his power in the settling a factory there ; 


* Tiiut, properly lot, H. Canvas, Snckclotb. 

•t Canna, properly Khana, Eb£na, Ileng. and Hal. A bouse, a dn’olling, a place. 
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that they beg leave to mention also -Eamnaut Oolly, wLich is near Jugdea and 
tlie place where a great part of their kumhums and haftas (the only cloths pecu- 
liar to that part of the countrey) are produced, and has the advantage of being 
so situated as to clear tlie risque of the bores. 

That agreeable to our orders they will send us 100 hales towards the 
latter end of the month. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the eight chests of Arcot rupees and enclosure and invoice of cloth 
despatched the 2nd October on the Hon*ble Company’s account. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash— 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him forty-seven thousand 
Arcot rupees (47,000). 

The Accomptant brings in the account salary due to the Hon’ble Com- 
pany’s covenanted servants for six months amounting to C. B.s. 7,024-1-3 

Agreed that the President do pay the same, &c. 

Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

The Buxey requesting money to defray the expenses of the factory — 

Agreed that the President do advance him twenty thousand Arcot rupees 
(A. Rs. 20,000). 

The Master Attendant’s account of the Hon’ble Company’s Marine for 
September having been duly examined, and there being a balance of C. Rs. 
3,193-7-9 due to him — 

Agreed that the President do pay the same and ordered the account to pass, 
errors excepted, and to be delivered to the accomptant. 

Captain Polier sent in a muster roll of his men who came on the (Hiester- 
field for the months of September and October, which amounting to M. Rs. 
1,754-5-3— 

Agreed that the President do pay the same. 

The Storekeeper delivers in his account for the months of July and August 
the balance whereof C.Rs. 919-0-6 he pays into the treasury — 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine them. 

The Millitary Store-keeper delivers in his account for the month of Sep- 
tember — 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it. 

The import warehouse-keeper reports to the Board that he has weighed 
off and surveyed the treasure imported per ship Qhesterfieldf and that it turns 
out agreeable to invoice. 

The President lays before the Board a list of the presents to the Habob 
and chief Durbar officers — 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation and agreed that he do pay 
the amount of what was not taken out of the import warehouse being 
C. Rs. 16,560-3-3 out of the cash. 

Captains Hindman and Kirraan sent in a letter requesting their charter 
party Petre to be laden on board their respective ships — 

Ordered the warehouse-keeper to comply with their requests and their 
letter to be entered after tliis Consultation. 

The Buxey acquaints the Board that he has for some time past been en- 
deavouring to contract for a quantity of large bricks wanted for’ the use and . 
service of the Hon’ble Company ; and having reduced the prices as low as he 
possibly can he requests the Board to call in the people now in waiting 
and ready to enter into contract for the quantity wanted on a muster of 9 
inches in length, 3^ in breadth, and 2J thick at Rs. 3-10 per mile, to be deli- 
vered by the 30th November which being approved by Mr. Plaisted — 

Agreed to contract accordingly and permit the Buxey to advance 12,500 
current rupees on that account. Mr. Mackett, Storekeeper, pays into the .tiea- 
sury C. Rs. 7,225-6-6 on account of iron sold at outcry. 

112 F. n. 
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The Boats for conveying Iho treasure io Cossimha'/nr being rearly — 

Ordered iho Coinmittco of Trehsuro io talcc iliu treasure on board and 
despatch tlioin under the care of Ensign JInyes and t\v<ni|.y-fivc men; and 

Agreed, that wo write io the gcntlenien a(; Cossinibazar to enclo.se tlio 
manjees’ rocoii)ts. 

Tlio woollen goods per Admiral Vernon being landed — 

Ordered the ware-house Iceepers to survey them in I he pre.scnce of Captain 
Cook and deliver in their report in writing to the Board. 

The charges, general, for the month of August bavin" been carefully ex- 
amined with the vouchers for the several disbursements therein particulars, rJz.— 


Clmrgcs, gfijiornl .... 
C!iargc.«, diet ..... 
Chnrgcs, reparation .... 
Pilots’ wages and seamen in montlily pay 
CIinrgc.s, eatllc ..... 
Servants’ wages in monthly pay . , 

Chargo.s, morchnndir.c .... 
Dnrhar chnrgo.s .... 
^’actor’s provisions .... 
Petty stores ..... 
Charges, IlrUUani Siioio . 

Charges, Skip Colceheiter . . , 

Charges, Millltary .... 


C. Its. a. p. 

2,n22 a a 
J,7H. 0 0 

1. TJTi 8 

2 ,.‘jr,r, 2 0 
270 1 1 a 
892 1.*} :} 
f»,27a.]i) 0 
227 n n 

].'» C 0 
]7o 8 0 

2, not :i :j 
1,878 7 r, 

771 U 8 


20,820 a n 

Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be delivered to tho 
Accomptant. 

BOGEPv BRAKE, Junior, 

E. H. CRUITENDEN. 


C. MANNIKOHAM. 
EICnAEB BECHER. 
■W. ERAKICLAND. 
W. MACKEIT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


Eort William, the 27th October 1752. 

' At a Consultation, Present ; 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., Fresident. 

The Worshippul Edward H. Grhttenden. 

Messrs. Manningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the table. 

The Consultation of the 23rd being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday we received a letter from William Watts, Esq., Chief, &c., and 
Council at Oossimbazar, dated the 22nd instant, advising that the merchants are 
very pressing to have their last year’s balances paid off, wliich they say will 
he the means of their providing a good investment next year, and the Seats 
have sent them several messages to have their balances paid off there and at 
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Dacca, and promise vrben the accounts are once cleared to lend them what 
money they might have occasion for. Therefore they request us to send them 
a large supply of money to comply with those demands, having likewise 
several notes to pay amounting to near a lack of rupees. To send them also 
some gun-carriages agreeable to their letter and report of 26th September 1761. 
That they are in want of a pair of money scales, as also large scales. That one 
of their merchants Kimmosen having lost the following Company’s notes for the 
balance due to him, vis . : — 







D. M. Rs. 

a. 

P- 

One, dated the 23rd ^Inrch 

1751-52 

for. 

. 11,750 

8 

0 

One 

do. 

27 th do. 

1751-52 

for. 

. 8,179 

3 

3 

One 

do. 

9th .April 

1751. .52 

for. 

. 9,215 

8 

0 

One 

do. 

1st Alay 

1751-52 

for. 

. 7,721 

6 

9 


has requested them to grant him new ones, and he would give an indemnifi- 
cation and security,, which they desire our permission for. 

The President delivers in the cash account for the month of September the 
balance whereof being C. Ks. 7d<7-3-3 was found in the following specie : — 

Bs. a. p. M. Us. a. p. 

62S 0 0 

Batta 1 0 per cent. Gil 13 9 

690 12 9 

A. Us. a. p. 

53 0 0 

Balta 8 per cent. 4 2 6 

56 2 6 

Cowries . ... 0 4 0 

C. Us. a p. 

.J 747 s 8 

Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to he entered after 
this Consultation. 

The export warehouse keeper acquaints the Board that he sold a sloop 
belonging to Nianchund at puhlick outcry to Omichand for 0. Ks. 3,320. 

The President acquaints the Board that he has thought proper to confer 
an Ensign’s Commission on Mr. George Polier. 

The store-keeper lays before the Board an account of the damaged stores — 

Agreed that we survey them on Monday next. 

The store-keeper delivers in the account sales of iron and steel at puhlick 
outcry, the 26th instant, amounting to 0. Rs. 25,512-8-0 — 

Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to he entered after 
this Consultation. 

The lilaster Attendant delivers in Ms survey report of the Godolphin^s 
bottom which being read — 

Ordered it to he entered after this Consultation. 

Captain TTindman sent in a letter to the Board to request six hundred hags 
of saltpetre to he laden on hoard the Wager at half freight as he does not 
esteem his charter party kintledge sufficient dead weight. We now sent for 
Captain Hindman and told him we should comply with his request, reserving 
to ourselves the power of turning it into whole freight if we should hereafter 
have occasion to which he assenting — 

Ordered the export warehouse-keeper to comply with his request and his 
letter to he entered after this Consultation. 

Granted a note to Messrs. Drake and Manningham of this date for 
C. Rs. 6,34-6, account of George and Mary Tipping,, the following notes being 
endorsed to make good that sum, vis. 

C. Rs. a, p. C. Rs, a. p. 

Mr. Holwell’s, dated 20th August 1752 for . 2,186 0 6 2,186 0 6 

Do. do. 25th September 1753 for . 2,844 15 8 2,844 15 8 

Do. do. 11th January 1751-52 for. 411 2 6 314 15 3 

5,846 0 0 

Granted a note to Samram, dated the 2nd instant, for C. Rs. 3,114. 
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Jugutramdut’s account being debited for that amount. 

Ordered tbe •warebouse-keeper to deliver out goods bo* at outcry to the 
amount of 0. Ks. 7,4i07-6-6, that sum being made good as follows, viz . ; — 


Cancelled Goarchurn’s note, dated 16th April 1752 for 

C. Rs. . 5,074 

14 

G 

Interest for six months is . . ... 

. 228 

G 

0 

• 

5,803 

4 

6 

Paid into the Treasury ..... 

. 2,104 

2 

0 

■ 

C. Es. 7,407 

6 

6 


Mr. Frankland acquaints tbe Board that be visited tbe hospital last month, 
where he found the Surgeons gave proper attendance, but observing the build- 
ing much out of repair he desired Mr. Plaisted to survey it, and now lays his 
report thereof before the Board, which being read — 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation, and resolved that it be 
repaired agreeable to the report, at a more healthy season of the year ;• and 
Ordered Mr. Richard Bechet to visit the Hospital the ensuing month. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRHTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERAHKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

« 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 

To — The Hon'ble Rooer Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., and Conncil o£ 
Fort William. 

Hon'blb Sib & Sms, — Pursuant to Your Honour’s, &c., order by your 
Secretary of the 16th instant I attended the careening of ship GodolpliWf the 
Hon’ble Company’s carpenter assisting, and having seen her keel out on both 
sides, found her false keel gone fore and aft, and her gripe quite knockt off, 
which being all well repaired it is my opinion her bottom is in all respects 
fitting to receive the Hon’ble Company’s goods on board. 


Calcutta, "I 

The 27th Octoher 1752. ) 

I am with ’due respect, 

« 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

Tour obedient, humble Servant, 

JOHN PINSON, 
Master Attendant. 

To William FEANKLANn,*Esq. 



SiE, — Having taken a survey of the Hospital do find the same much out 
of repair, notwithstanding that we have had continually people there at work 
of all kinds, such as bricklayers, cooleys, gurams, carpenters, &c., by which the 
same is a continual expence to the Hon’ble Company .and to little purpose. I 
apprehend therefore, and do with submission give it to the Board as opinion 
that instead of this patchwork, if we set a number of people to work and give 
it a thorouo’h repair at once it will be more for the Company’s interest, and at the 
same time more conducive to the people’s healths, and as the Doctors are of opi- 
nion that tucktaposts* for every room, made to take out at pleasure, will be a 

* Tuoktaposts, properly Tnckht-po*, H. A covered stage or platform. 
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great preservative as all lower rooms are very damp, so I readily join in tlieir 
judgment of the utility of them. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient, humble Servant, 

Calcutta, ) 

The 27th October 1762. j BARTHOLEMEW PLAISTED. 


Port William, the 30th October 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful Edward H. Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Prankland, 

SIackett, 

Holwell. 

Hr. BecLer indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the table. 

The Consultation of the 28th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 29th we received a letter from William Watts, Chief, &c., and Council 
at Cossimbazar, dated the 24!th, advising that Myachund, one of their merchants, 
has tendered their interest note for the balance of their last year’s account, and 
requests it may be transferred and paid off in Calcutta, and that as he is in no 
ways indebted to the Company, they apprehend a compliance with his request 
will oblige the Seats, he being related to them. This morning we received 
a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca, dated the 26th instant, enclosing invoice 
of 112 bales of cloth and a bundle of musters then despatched to us on the 
Hon’ble Company’s account. That Mr. Luke Scrafton requests our permission 
to come to Calcutta for a short time to recover his health. 

Having surveyed the damaged naval stores agreed to sell them at publick 
outcry this day fortnight, and ordered publick notice thereof to be given as 
usual. Captains Hindman and Kirman sent in letters to the Board to request 
a survey on their ships the Wager and Eector within*board. 

Ordered the Master Attendant to comply therewith, and their letters to be 
entered after this Consultation. 

Ordered the warehouse-keeper • to lade one hundred and eighty tons more 
of saltpetre on board the Eector. 

Ordered the Buxey to provide the mustard-seed oil indented for by the 
gentlemen at Behcoolen. 

The Collector of the Consulage finding it absolutely necessary to watch the 
ghauts for preventing the exportation of goods without his knowledge to have 
another pansway and an additional number .of peons. 

Agreed that he be permitted to have another pansway and more peons. 

Captain Stevens sent in a letter to the Board to acquaint them that the 
Oxford will enter upon demurrage the 23rd November next. 

Cancelled the following notes and renewed the same^ with interest thereon, 
for a year, ©/»..*— , 

C. B.S. a, p. 

Mr. Holwell’s dated the 16th October 1751 for . . 7,806 14 6 

Interest for a year is . . . , 7U2 10 0 





C. Bs. 8,509 8 

6 


Narraburry’s dated 20tli Jnne 1751 for . 

• 

. 8,120 0 

0 


Interest for a year is 

• 

280 12 

9 




C. Bs. 8,400 12 

9 




Granted a note to Captain Hicbavd Drake, dated 26th instant, for Current 
Rs. 1,100, that sum being endorsed off Dianaut’s note, dated 27th May, for 
principal G. Rs. 5,000. 

Ordered the warehouse keeper to deliver out goods bought at outcry to the 
amount of C. Rs. 21,286-6-6, that sum being made good as follows, viz. : — 

C. Rs. ■ a. p. 

Cancelled Goorclinrn’s note dated 23rd May for principal . 8,6.37 15 0 

Interest for 4 months 24< days is . . 310 15 7 


C. Rs, 8,948 14 6 


C. Rs. a. p. 

Cancelled Samram’s dated 27th Maj' for 
principal 4,000 0 0 

Interest for 4 months 20 days is . 140 0 0 

■ 4,140 0 0 

Cancelled Anthonty Oleahearar’s dated 1st 
July for . . . . - . , 2,777 5 0 

Interest for 3 months 16 days is . 73 1 0 

2,850 6 0 

Transferred from Praungoar Cotrasik's account . , 1,800 0 0 

Ditto from Gung-abis Nomeudrew’s ditto . . 2,439 4 9 

Cash paid into the Treasury ..... 1,106 13 3 


C. Ks. 21,286 6 6 


The Committee of Treasury having closed their accounts for the month 
of April deliver in the same with their accounts for May, June, July, August, 
and September. 

Ordered the said accounts to pass, errors excepted, and to he entered after 
this Consnltation. 

The charges, general, for the month of August having been examined with 
the vouchers for the several disbursements therein particulars, viz . : — 


Charges, general .... 



C. Rs. a. 
. 2,522 3 

Ditto diet ..... 



. 1,744 0 
. 1,795 8 

Ditto reparation .... 



Pilots' wages and seamen in monthly pay 



. 2,355 2 

Charges, cattle ..... 
Servants’ wages in monthly pay . 



. 279 11 



882 13 

Charges, merchandize .... 



. 5,270 10 

Durbar charges ..... 
Factor’s provisions .... 



227 11 



15 6 

Petty stores ..... 



175 8 

Charges Brilliant Snow . , 



. 2,904 3 

Ditto ship Golechester .... 



. 1,378 7 

Charges, millitary .... 



. 774 14 


0 

3 

6 

3 

3 

0 

9 

6 

0 

3 

6 . 

3 


C. Rs. 20,326 3 9 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to he delivered to the 
Accomptant. ■ 

The import warehouse keeper delivers in the account of goods sold out by 
retail in the month of September — particulars, viz . : — 


Yards. Hands. 





C. Rs. 

a. 

P* 

Broadcloth, fine 

22 8 . 

• 



• 

166 

3 

6 

Ditto ordinary 

6 

• 

• 

• 

• 

13 

8 

0 

Allapeen 

7 

• 




14 

0 

0 

White flannel 

3 

• 

• 


* 

3 

6 

0 

Velvet 

40 

• 

• 

• 

• 

348 

7 

0 

Broadcloth superfine 

55 pieces . 

• 

• 


• 

5,197 

8 

0 

Ditto ordinary 

5 do. 

• 


• 

• 

250 

0 

0 

Broad Perpect, fine 

1 do. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

50 

0 

0 

Perpets, fine 

6 do. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

140 

0 

0 

cloth 

4 do. . 

• 


• 

• 

834 

0 

0 

Flannel shawls 

3 do. 

m 

■ 

• 

• 

25 

8 

0 

Carpets, small 

. 9 do. . 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

90 

0 

0 


C. Rs. 6,632 8 6 



16 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be delivered to the 
Accomptant the amount thereof being paid into the Treasury. 

Ordered Captain Thomas Brown to get the Bombay Castle in readiness for 
the Coast, to he despatched thither in December, as the gentlemen there have 
repeatedly requested us to send them that ship, and as it is agreeable to our 
Hon’ble Masters’ intentions to favour Captain Brown ; because it is yet uncertain 
whether we should keep any ship in the country besides the Brnrington, in 
which case the injury to Captain Brown, we conceive, may he considerable, as 
waiting for the prospect of the country voyage might occasion his late dispatch 
the beginning of March ; and as the President and Council of Fort St. George are 
no strangers to the Company’s orders in behalf of Captain Brown, it is clear to 
us they, would not have so. particularly desired his return to them unless at his 
own request or assent at least, or for other particular reasons, especially as the 
Delamar was imported there before the dispatch of the Chesterfield by which 
they forwarded duplicate of their letter per Bombay Castle which we esteem a 
repeated request, and for which they had doubtless sufficient reasons to enforce 
our compliance ; and as they have wrote us they shall have goods sufficient 
for to complete the loading of one ship directly from thence to Europe. 

Agreed that we send the Admiral Vernon and Chesterfield to the Coast half 
laden in January. 

Hnzzermull was now sent for and by us acquainted that the Patna goods 
were very high-priced and on comparing inferior in quality to our old musters 
on which account — 

Agreed that we defer giving him any further answer till the month of 
January, at which time we shall be ascertained whether we may have need of 
such goods to complete the tonnage of the shipping under despatch. 

The treasure per Bombay Castle being arrived — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay Omichand eight chests of 
Madras rupees, account, his balance, and as there are two sloops in readiness to 
proceed to Dacca- 

Ordered them to get ready 20 chests more and lade 25 chests of treasure, 
one of each of them to be dispatched under the care of a Sergeant Corporal and 
six men. 

Having inspected the goods received from Jugdea, and finding the invest- 
ment very had in general hut particularly the baftaes which are greatly inferior 
in quality to those received formerly, even last year ; and upon carefully 
examining them having found a very great difference in the sorting. Besolved 
to send them some pieces for their inspection, likewise 925 pieces which are 
damaged and much torn, and — . 

Agreed to write to the gentlemen there to acquaint them with our remarks 
and enjoin in future a strict observance in the sorting of their cloth, and 
to he particularly careful in returning on the deloll’s hands all such pieces as 
are not agreeable to muster ; and that as we esteem the gentlemen • at Dacca 
jointly with them to he the proper judges how far the removal of their factory 
may he conducive to the interest of the Hon’hle Company, we shall only add 
our former recommendations to them in taking all due care that it is not 
attended with more expense than proposed by Mr. Baillie, and that the Durbar 
does not make a plea thereof to exact money from our Hon’ble Masters. 

Agreed that we likewise write to the gentlemen at Dacca to the same 
purpose, and direct them to act jointly with the gentlemen at Jugdea, in which 
case they will be the best judges how far it will be for the Hon’ble Company’s 
interest to remove the factory from Jugdea, and as they esteem Cullinda a much 
more proper place than Mutlubgunge, we direct that they acquaint the gentle- 
men at J ugdea with their objections to their settling at the latter. That we 
are* preparing to send them 50 chests of Areot rupees to enable them not only 
to discharge our Hon’ble Masters’ debt to the Seats but to complete their invest- 
ment this year and be of use the ensuing season. 

That we observe their remarks on the complaints made by the Hon’hle 
Company concerning - the AUiballies which are not quite so satisfactory, as we 
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send none of those sortments of goods to Europe hut n^hat they provide. That 
enclosed we send them an invoice of ten chests of treasure we sent them on the 
Dacca pinnace. 

EOGEB, DRAKE, Junior. 

. E. H. ORUTTENDEN. 

0. MANNINGHAM. ' 

W. ERANKLAKD. 

W. MAOKETT. 

' T. Z. HOLWELL. 

Eort William, the 2nd November 1752. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

. The Hon*ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful Edward H. Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, 

Mackbtt, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consnltation of the 80th nltimo being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The Millitary Paymaster delivers in the muster rolls of the men in garri- 
son for the months of November and December signed by the officers. 

The President certifies to the Board that he mustered the men and found 
the number agreeable to the rolls delivered in — 

Agreed that the President do advance the Millitary Paymaster eighteen 
thousand six hundred Madras rupees (M, Rs. 18,600) — 

Ordered the abstracts of the muster rolls to be entered after this Consulta- 
tion. 

The Register of the Mayor’s Court sent in his account of the duty of 9 
annas per foUo by him collected on all law proceedings, likewise the account 
current of that Court for the last six months, the balance whereof due to him 
being C. Rs. 1,368-3 — 

Agreed that the President do pay the same out of the cash ; and 

Ordered the account current to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

The warehouse keepers report.to the Board that they have surveyed the 
woollen goods imported per Admiral Vernon and find the damage to amount 
to C. Rs. 4,676-6-9— 

Ordered them to' demand the amount of the Captain and the report to be 
entered after this Consultation. 

C. Bs. a. p. 

Granted two notes, dated loth October, one to 

Messieurs Manningham and Frankland for . . 2,tl75 S 6 

The other to Sir. Walpole Eyre for ... . 2,273 12 9 

5,249 0 -8 

Anoteinthonamesof Messieurs Manningham and Frank- 
land account AValpole Eyre, Esq., d-ited the 4th Octo- 
ber 1751, being cancelled to make good that account, 
riV.j for principal ...... 4,815 9 9 

Interest for a year . . . 433 6 6 

5,249 0 3 * 
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N 

Cm SiS* 

Granted a note, dated the SOth October to Mrs. Jane 
Douglass, ^lesstcnrs Manningham and Frnnkland for 
C. Bs. 18,697-13*9, Mrs. Elizabeth Thorpe’s note, 
dated the 18th October 1761, being cancelled to 
make good that amount, »(£., for principal . . 12,475 0 9 

Interest for a }‘car . . , 1,122 13 0 


13,597 12 9 


Granted a note, dated SOth October, to Briioonauth Bysack for 0. Bs. 1,400, 
the following accounts being debited for that amount, vis . : — 




C. Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Chiton Bysack’s ...... 

• 

1,200 

0 

0 

Ramkissub’s ....... 

• 

200 

0 

0 



1,400 

0 

0 

Cancelled Doarcadass’s note, dated 23rd Jul}', for . 

• 

1,090 

0 

0 

Interest for a year . 

• 

9S 

1 

6 

And renewed the same for .... 

• 

1,188 

1 

6 

Cancelled l^Icssicurs ^Tanninghara and Franklnnd’s note 




account Charles Floycr, Fsq., dated the 4th October 




17ul, for a ..... . 

• 

19,620 

0 

0 

Interest for a 3 *ear is 

• 

1,765 

12 

9 



21,385 

12 

9 

Deduct endorsed off . . . . 

» 

3,192 

5 

9 

And renewed the same, 15th October 1752, for 

• 

18,193 

7 

0 


Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay off C. Bs. 14,671-1-3 being a 
year’s interest on a note in the name of Slessrs. Eylcs and Orme account the 
estate of Andrew Glen, dated the loth October 1751, for .principal 0. Bs. 
10,300-14-9, for which principal sum a new note was granted and the old note 
cancelled. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him eighteen thousand 
current rupees (C. Bs. 18,000). 

BOGEB DBAKB, Junior. 

E. H. CBUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

BICHABD BECHEB. 

W. EBANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 

Fort 'William, the 6th November 1762. 

•• At A CoNsnLTATiosr, Present: 

The Hon’ble Boger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful Edward H. Cruttenden. ^ 

Messieurs Makningham, 

Beoher, 

Frakkland, 

Maokett, 

Holwell. 

‘ The Book of Standing Orders Inj’ing on the Table. ' 

The Consultation of the 2nd instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

By the Bon Carlos, one of our country ships, which imported here this 
morning, we received a letter from the Hon’ble Thomas Saunders, Esq., President 

112 F.D. ■ • , ; n. 
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and Governor, &c,, Council at Fort St. George, bearing date the 9tli ultimo, 
advising that the Colchester was not then arrived. That in regard ’ to defi- 
ciencies in the treasure they send us, that as it is a constant practice to weigh 
it oil and pack it in the presence of the Captain or Purser, and no objection 
being made thereto, they think it but right they should be answerable for 
deficiencies. That their expense of gunpowder being very considerable, they 
I’cquest us to send tliem what we can spare by the first conveyance. Beccipts 
of the import warehouse as delivered over by Mr. Cruttenden to Mr. Becher 
and for tlie store godown as delivered over by Mr. Becher to Mr. Mackett, were 
now brought in and signed in the presence of the Board — 

Ordered them to bo entered after this Consultation. 

Mr. Holw'ell, Zemindar, lays before the Board the judicial proceedings of 
the zemindary with the Register of Fines for- inspection. Ho likewise delivered 
in the account sales of the Hon’ble Company’s bazars, markets, &o., at publick 
outcry, wdiich amount to 0. Bs. 60,199. We sent for Metre and asked him his 
reasons they sold for so great an advance now to what they did, into which 
he desiijing permission to reply in writing wo agreed thereto — 

Ordered the account sales to bo entered after this Consultation. 

The export warehouse keeper acquaints the Board that Omichund having 
a mortgage bond on Annunchund, Nianchund*s sloop, which he sold at public 
outcry Cor current Bs. 3,320-0-0, and Omichund producing the said bond to a 
larger amount, we acquiesced to his receiving the money. 

Ordered the warehouse’ keeper to deliver out goods to the amount of 
0. Bs. 8,846-11-6, that sum being made good as follows 

C. Bs. a. p. 

Enclorsod ofE Goureliiirn's note, dated the 80fch April , 7,112 2 9 

Canocllcd Hridjoo Moimn Byeack's note, C. Rs. a. p. 

dated the 80lh Ootobqr 1752, for . 1,400 0 0 

Interest for nine days is . 4 S 0 - 

3,404 8 0 

Paid into the Treasury 829 5 9 

8,845 11 6 

BOGBB HBAKB, Junior. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

0. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. FRANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 

• 

Fort William, the 9th November 1752. 

At a Consultation, Pkbsent : 

Tub Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The WoRsniPEUL Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

' Becher, 

■Frankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

, The Book of Standing Orders ka^’ing on the Table. 

The Consultation of the Clh being wrote fair was read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday wc received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea, dated the 
2nd October, enclosing the manjee’s receipt for 179 bundles of cloth on our 
Hon’blc Master’s account. 



19 


At the same time we reeeived a letter from the gentlemen at Oossimhazar 
dated the 1st instant, accompanying 223 of the November’s bund and 62 bales 
of gurrahs on our Hon’blc Master’s account. 

The Surgeon of the Chesterfield sent in a letter requesting the usual 
allowance of head money for his care of 82 soldiers landed from that ship which 
amounting to current Ks. 32S — 

Agreed that the President do pay the sanic out of the eash. 

Cancelled ^Ir. Beard’s note, dated the 1st November 1751, and renewed the 
same for principal, the interest being paid out of the Treasury. 

C. Rs. a. p. 

For Principal ........ 4,CG5 6 3 

Interest for a ycai‘*s . . 419 13 9 


('anccllcd ^Ir. Holwull’s note dated the 21sfc October 1751, 

for Principal. . 7,550 5 0 

Interest for a year and seven days is . 513 IS 3 


8,070 2 8 

Deduct endorsed off 7,747 1 9 

To bo paid out of the Treasury ..... 823 0 C 


Cancelled the following notes and renewed the same with interest thereon 
for a year, viz . : — 


C. Rs. a. p. 


Mr. Gray's, Executor of Captain West, on account of 
the Estate of Grace Craddock dccc.ascd dated the 22nd 
October 1751 for Current Rs. .... 18,390 10 9 
Interest for a year is . . . 1,055 2 G 


Mr. George Gray’s, Junior, his note dated the 23rd October 
1751, for Principal Current Rs. . . . . 

Interest for a year is . 


20,045 

18 

8 

S,G32 

8 

3 

S2G 

14 

9 

8,959 

7 

0 


Granted a note of this date to William Fullerton, account James Wilson, 
for C. Rs. 3,24i0, Radhamohun Bysack’s account being debited for that 
amount. 

Granted a note of this date to Anunderam Coppree for Current Rs. 800, 
Praun Coppree’s account being debited for that amount — 

Granted a note of this date to Gopaul for C. Rs. 600, Jagamohun 
Bysack’s account being debited for that amount — 

Ordered the wnrehouso keeper to deliver out a pipe of Madeira wine bought 
at outcry to the amount of C. Rs. 1891 Radbabullub Seal’s account being 
debited for that amount — 

Ordered him likewise to deliver out goods bought at outcry to the amount 
of 0. Rs. 21,234!-C-6, that sum being transferred from Omiehund’s account. 

Mr. Holwell having produced a power-of-attorney to receive the estate of 
Mr. Samuel Millechamp, who died some years ago in the Company’s service at 
Oossimhazar — 

Agreed that we write to the gentlemen there to inform us how that credit 
arose in their books, and give them permission to pay Kimmosin the balance 
due to him on the notes he lost on taking sufficient security from him and his 
whole family to indeninify the Company in case those notes hereafter should 
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appear. To send us down their books balanced to the 30th April without loss of 
time, also the state of their factory to the last of this month as soon as possible 
after the expiration thereof. 

ROGER DRAKE, Jimior. 

E. H. CRDTTENDEN. 

0. MANNING HAM. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. . 


Eort William, the 13th November l7o2. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful Edward Holden Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, 

Maokett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 9th being wrote &ir was now read, approved, and signed. 

Yesterday, we received a letter from W. Watts, Esq., Chief, &c., Council 
at Cossimbazar, dated the 7th instant, acknowledging the receipt of 30 chests 
of treasure which they intend to dispose of in paying off the merchants last 
year’s balances and in clearing their accounts with Jugut Seat. 

At the same time we received two letters from the gentlemen at Jugdea the 
one dated the 21st October, acquainting us of Mr. Playdell’s setting out’ for 
Dacca to advise with the gentlemen thereabout the removal of their factory • 
that to prevent the purloining of their cloth at the washerman’s they should he 
obliged to send a good part of their cloth down to us unless what they can o-et 
washed in their own garden. ^ ® 

The other dated 28th October, enclosing invoice of fivetacktaes of fine cloth 
account the Hon’ble Company and accounting for the defect in their invest- 
ment as follows. That the 25 th June they informed us from the very extra- 
ordinary rise of cotton there that the value of their baftaes was increased above 
20 per cent, beyond their general price, since which cotton has had no fall and 
rise which was then as usual at near two maunds f or a rupee has rose to 26 seers 
so that the manufacture of a piece of Jugdea cloth from two annas has rose to’ 
five annas. That those inconveniencies occasion a rise in their baftaes in the 
w'hole of above 25 per cent, and as notwithstanding they have their cloth at its 
• old stated price so the defect in quality will appear they hope as little as ousht 
to be expected. ® 

The President wanting money to supply the cash — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him three thousand Madras 
rupees (M. Rs. 3,000). The Buxey delivers in the charges general for the 
month of September with vouchers for the several disbursements therein 

Ordered them to lay on the table for inspection. 

The Millitary Store-keeper delivers in his account of stores expended in the 
month of October — , 

Ordered the accomptant to eSamine them. 
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. The Master Attendant sent in his account of the Hon’ble Company’s marine 
expense for the month of October — 

Ordered the accomptant to examine it. 

The Master . Attendant requesting money to defray the monthly expenses 
of the Dockhead — 

Agreed that the President do advance him three thousand Madras rupees 
(M. Es. 3,000). 

Mr. "William Eider delivers in his report of the' private trade on board the 
Bomhay Castle belonging to the Captain and his officers — 

Ordered the trarehouse keeper to compare it with the manifest. 

Captain Stevens sent in a letter to the Board requesting a survey on the 
Oxford within board — 

Ordered the Master Attendant to take with him the Hon’ble Company’s 
carpenter and comply with Captain Stevens’ request and report the same in 
writing to the Board. The Proceedings of the Committee into the charges 
against Govindram Metre for converting servants’ wages charged the Company 
to his own use being laid before the Board it was agreed to defer the considera- 
tion thereof till the Committee had completed the whole of their enquiry — 

Ordered the export warehouse keeper to proceed in lading bales on board 
.the Wager. 

Ordered him to lade redwood and saltpetre on board the Chesterfield 
agreeable to the terms stipulated in charterparty — 

Agreed that we sell the iron and steel belonging to the Hon’ble Company 
at public outcry this day month on the established terms ; and 

Ordered public notice to be affixed at our fort gates. 

Huzzeramull lays before the Board a muster of tincall which he offers at 
68 current rupees the factory maund which being of a good quality and much 
superior to what has been sold in the market at 46. We offered him 0. Es. 52, 
which he agreed to. Ordered the warehouse keeper to purchase it. 

EOGEE DEAKB, Junior. 

E. H. OEHTTENDEH. 

0. MANNINGHAM. 

EICHAED BECHEE. 

W. FEANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


Fort William, the 16th November 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Eogbr Drake, Esq., Bresident. 

The Worshipful Edward H. Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Becher, 

Frankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwbll. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 18th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Tlie 15th we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca dated 
' the 26th ultimo accompanying the manjees’ receipts for 112 bales of cloth 

112 F. D. • 
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and one bundle of musters, despatched them on our Hon’ble Masters’ account 
under the care of Serjeant Demi Davy, a corporal and eight men. 

The 11th vre received a letter from Mr. Kelsall, Resident at Bulram> 
gurry, dated the 26th October advising that his ill state of health not permitting 
him to reside any longer there he desires we will appoint another Chief to take 
charge of the factory, his design being to return to Europe for the recovery of 
his health, and as he has hut a short time left to collect in his affairs he hopes 
he will not he detained there long. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance hiih six thousand Madras 
rupees (M. Rs. 6,000). 

The Buxey requesting money to defray the expenses of the factory — 

Agreed tha;t the President do advance him six thousand Madras rupees 
(M. Rs. 6,000). 

The export warehouse keeper lays before the Board the abstract of the Dac- 
ca invoice of goods which were lost coming from thence at Baratalla under the 
care of Serjeant Demi Davy, who being called before ns and asked how the boat 
whereon those goods were laden were lost informed us it was occasioned by the 
meeting of two tides in the mouth of Rangafoula creek, which run so extremely 
strong that it was impossible for him or any "of the boats in the fleet to give 
any assistance to the two soldiers who were on board her and both drowned. 

He likewise lays before the Board a list of goods which are now packed 
up in the cottah — 

Ordered him to lade them on board the Wager in such proportions as will 
make her invoice amount to about nine lacks of rupees, she "being intended for 
the first ship. 

The store-keeper delivers in his account sales of damaged naval stores 
amounting to current Rs. 379-4 — 

Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

There being 60 chests of Madras rupees in the Treasury agreed to send 
30 of them to Oossimbazar and ordered — 

The Buxey to provide boats accordingly. 

The President delivers in tlie cash account for the month of October, the 
balance whereof 0. Rs. 3,858-16-3 particulars, viz , ; — 


^ladras rnpecs 
Batta 10 per cent. 

Arcot rupees 
Batta 8 per cent. 

Cowries . 


. 670 0 0 

67 0 0 


. a, 890 0 0 
. 231 3 .8 


737 0 0 


3,121 3 3 
0 12 0 


C. Bs. a. 
3,858 16 


P- 

3 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

Agreed that we let out the GodolpMn at freight for twelve months from 
the 1st day of January next to the highest bidder ; and 

Ordered public notice thereof to be affixed at our fort gates. 

Sir. Kclsall having requested us to appoint a Chief at Bulramgurry in 
his room as his health will not permit him to reside there any longer, and Mr. 
jMcGuire requesting our permission to lay down his post of Secretary on 
account of an indisposition he has contracted by a close and constant appli- 
cation to the desk for these eight years, of which he hopes to recover by 
change of air — 

Agreed that IMr. McGuire be permitted to resign his post when the Wager 
is despatched to take charge of that factory, and that Mr. John Stackhouse he 
aj>pointcd his assistant. 
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The following notes being eancelled were renewed with interest thereon 
for a year, viz . : — 



C. Bs. 

a. 

P* 

Bunoheram Metre’s, dated 25th Octouer 1751, for 

. 5,349 

10 

3 

Interest for a year is 

. 481 

7 

6 


5,831 

1 

9 

Gopec Alohun Bysack’s, dated S5th October, for 

.. 85,643 

0 

0 

Interest for a year is , 

. 3,207 

14 

0 

• 

38,850 

14 

0 

James Valicourt’s, dated 25th October, for . 

. 2,271 

13 

0 

Interest for a year is . . 

. 204 

7 

6 


2,476 

4 

6 

Deduct endorsed off 

. 131 

5 

3 


2,344 

15 

3 

hire. Holland’s, dated 4th November 1751, for . . 

. 6,000 

0 

0 

Interest for a year is 

. 540 

0 

0 


6,340 

0 

0 


‘ Granted a note of this date to John Brown for C. Bs. 16,000, that sum 
being endorsed off Gopce ^lohun Bysack’s note, dated the 25tli October, for 
principal current Rs. 20,702-8. 

Having inspected the Dacca goods and found them indifferent in the sort- 
ments and prized very high — 

Agreed to write to the gentlemen there to transmit them our remarks to 
which wc direct they reply fully, to enclose the invoices of treasure, and to 
permit IMr. Scrafton to return to Calcutta for the recovery of his health. Agreed 
to write to ^tr. Kclsall at Bulramgurry to acquaint him that we have appointed 
Ikir. "William StcGuirc to succeed him, but as he cannot get out immediately 
we have diiectcd ^Ir. Stackhouse to repair thitlier to take charge thereof with 
the balance of cash, papers, accounts, &c., belonging to the Honourable 
Company. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRHTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

"W. ERANKLAND. 

"W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOWELL. 


Fort "William, the 20th November 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., Fresident. 

The Hon'ble Edward Holden Cruttenden. 
lilESSRS. Manninghau, 

Becuer, 

Frankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 16th being •wrote fair was now read, approved and signed. 

This morning we received a letter from the Hon’ble ^jehard Bourchierj^ 
Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council of Bombay^- date the 



Septemljei’j advising that a ship belonging to the King of Persia under the care 
of Mahomed Beg Shaloo, and as they apprehend hound for the Bay,, in which 
case they request us not to' purchase her, nor suffer any under our protection 
to do it, as it may he of fatal consequence to the Company’s affairs in Persia, as 
the Persians will not fail to demand greatly more than her value if purchased 
as above by any. under the English protection, besides engaging them in endless 
and costly disputes. 

The President wanting'money to supply the cash — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him twelve thousand Arcot 
rupees (A. Rs. 12,000). 

Captain Hutchinson sent in a letter to the Board to request five thousand 
Arcot rupees for the use and expenses of the QodolpUn on charter party terms — 

Agreed that the President do comply therewith and his request ordered 
to be entered after this Consultation. 


The Millitary Store-keeper requesting money to provide stores — 

Agreed that the President do advance him’ three thousand Madras rupees 
(M.Rs. 3,000.) 

The Master Attendant’s account for the month of October Laving been 
examined — 

Agreed that the President do pay him the balance C. Rs. d-, 319-6. 

The Millitary Paymaster lays before the Board his account current for the 
month of Ootoher and November — 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

The charges general for the month of September having been examined 
with the vouchers for the several disbursements therein particulars, viz . ; 



C. Bs 

R. 

P* 

Charges, general 

. . . 1,706 

11 

3 

Do. diet 

. . . 1,051 

6 

9 

Do. ■ reparation .... 

. . . 976 

7 

0 

Pilots’ wages and seamen in monthly pay 

25 

0 

0 

Charges, cattle . . . . 

. . . 182 

12 

9 

Servants’ wages in monthly pay . , 

. 617 

15 

6 

Charges, merchandize .... 

. . . 1,153 

12 

0 

Durbar charges . . ^ . 

• • • 5,284 

5 

0 

Factors’ provisions .... 

9 

12 

6 

Stores for exportation .... 

172 

12 

9 

Charges, millitary .... 

. . . 238 

3 

0 


Current Bs. 


11,419 5 6 


Ordered the. said account to pass, errors excepted, and to he delivered the 
accomptant. 

This being the proper season for forming a body of militia — 

Agreed, that a Colonel’s commission be drawn out for Mr. Cruttenden to 
command the same, and that we dispose of the other commissions as follows • 

A Captain’s commission to Mr. Peter Amyatt. 

A Lieutenant’s commission for Mr. Thomas Coales. 

Ensign’s commissions for Messrs. William Ellis and Samuel Waller and ah 
Adjutant’s commission for Mr. John Johnstone. 

. Ordered them to attend on the parade on Monday by six o’clock in the 
morning. 

Govindram Metre sent in his answer relating to the rise of the farms, sale 
of the bazars, &c., which being read — 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 
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Perrins’s garden being much out of repair and of no use to any of the 
covenanted servants — 

Agreed to sell it’ at public outcry on Monday the 11th December next. 

Mrs. Bradford, relict of Lieutenant Bradford, sent in a petition to the 
Board, requesting an allowance for hemelf and family — 

Agreed to refer it to the Hon’ble Company and recommend her as an 
object of charity. 

Messrs. William Weston and Charles Hampton sent in their petitions 
requesting leave to return to Europe on the Wager. 

Agreed to comply therewith on their paying the usual Rs. 96 into the 
Treasury. 

Granted a note of this date to Govindram Dut for C. B.s.' 1,630, 
Ghireedor Butt’s account being debited for the same. 

Ordered the warehouse-beeper to deliver out goods bo* at outcry to the 
amount of C. Rs. 10,778-0-9, that sum being made good as follows : — 

cl Rs. n. p. 

Transferred from Eilleram Roy's aoconnt .... 1,201 3 8 
Ditto from Radakissen Mullick's .... 1,201 8 8 
Endorsed off Gopee Mohun Bysack's note, dated the 25th 
October 1751 for Prl. C, Rs. 29,702-8 .... 8,875 10 3 

C. Rs. . 10,778 0 9 

The treasure designed for Cossimbazar being laden on board the boats—* 

Agreed to dispatch it under the care of Lieutenant William Keene, and that 
wo ■write to the gentlemen there to enclose the manjee’s receipts. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRDTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BBCHER. 

W. FRANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

T. L. HOLWELL. 


To — ^The Hon’bi.b Roobr Drakb, Esq., President and Governor, &o., Counml of Port 
"WilHam. 


Hois’ble Sir and Sirs, — Your Honour, &o., having called upon me to 
know the reason why the Company’s farms of the revenues sold so much higher 
this year than usual, I beg leave to remind Your Honour, &c., that the rice 
farms have been sold at outcry for many years past, ever since the increase of 
the inhabitants of the town made the revenues rise so much as they have done 
lately : therefore it is not possible for me to give a positive and certain answer to 
your question, as all things sold in that manner depends often on people’s 
opiniim of their worth being more than appears, and other reasons too long for 
me to enumerate here ; but the reason of this sudden rise at present appears to 
me owing in the first and greatest part to the great famine and scarcity of all 
kinds of necessaries of life that Tour Honour, &c., are sensible has been to the 
greatest degree this season, and what has not been known for these sixty years 
past, for it arose to so dreadful a degree that many of your inhabitanfe have 
perished within the town with hunger, a truth well-known to every one. I 
humbly presume your Honours, &c., are acquainted that the duties here are 
levied on the gross sales, and those duties are mostly on the necessaries of life, 
the consumption of which must be nearly equal, let the price he what it will. 
If cloth is dear a poor man may put off the buying of a new coat until the 
price falls; but for victuals, when hunger presses, every one must buy, if he 
has money to purchase it. Therefore it is plain, if the consumption is pretty 
near equal at all times, that when the price is high, the duties being so much 
per cent, on the gross sales, they must at that time amount to a much larger 
sum than when the sales from their cheapness did not produce so large a sum 
uav.D. 
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of money. But to explain this aiTnir more to Your Honour, &c., I talcc the 
liberty to subjoin hereto a calculation of the difference that the prices of 
grain, &c., necessaries •will maho in the duties which are farmed of the 
zemindar. 








Ra. n. 

P- 


Ra. 

ft* 

P* 

1761, 

Oetol)cr 

llica 

1 Md. nt .*12 Sra. per Rc. 

1 4 

0 

duty nt 0 pica prr Rc. . 

0 

0 

7i 

1762 

II 

Do. 

II 

» 10 II 

•1 

2 8 

0 

ditto 

0. 

1 

3 

1761 


Groin 



•I 

1 0 

0 


0 

0 

r> 

1762 


Do. 

II 

nt 12 Sra. per Rc. 

2 6 

C 

• t* • 

0 

1 

s 

1761 


Whent 


» 32 I, 

*1 

1 4 

0 


0 

0 

8 

1762 

11 

Do. 

l> 

II 0 II 

ti 

4 11 

0 

• •• • 

0 

n 

4 

1761 


I'lonr 


II 3 1, 

1* 

3 0 

0 

■ •a • 

0 

1 

R 

1762 

' II 

Do. 

11 



2 0 

0 

«#• • 

0 

4 

0 

1761 


Oil 




r> 0 

0 


0 

2 

r. 

1762 

II 

Do. 

•1 



11 0 

0 


0 

6 

R 


By this account Tour Honour, &c., will observe the incredible dearness of 
many sorts of the necessaries of life within, the month preceding the sales of 
the farms, though the buyers might think their prices might not keep up for 
the whole ensuing year; yet from the present dearness and the bad prospect of 
the expected crops of grain from the great rains having ovcrfloa-cd the country 
enough to drown whatever expected crops of grain planted in the low grounds, 
the purchasers of the farms might with almost a certainty foresee great dear- 
ness likely to ensue. This I look upon as the greatest reason for tl>e present 
rise of the farms, besides which it is well known many of the head merchants 
brought large quantities of rice in the place for the use of their numerous 
families -without paying any duties, as likewise others (by custom of many 
years standing) introduced large quantities into the town for exportation which 
till within a year past never paid any duties to the farmers, and they being 
ordered to be taken off this last year will make very considerable increase of 
profit in the farms. Thus I have endeavoured to satisfy Your Honour, &c„ 
to a question you pleased to ask me, and hope it will meet with your approval, 
and that you will remember that all things sold by public auction meets rises 
and falls that there is as little account to be given for as there is a certainty of 
their continuance. All I can assure Your Honour, &c., for certain fact is, that 
when I had a knowledge of the management of the Hon’ble Company's farms, 
' they were sold for as much as they were worth, for the truth of this*, I appeal 
to many of the substantial farmers, whether they have not been loosers by their 
contracts, and also many other farmers who have run away both of tbera and 
their securities, because they were ruined by the hard bargains they had made. 


Calcutta, 

The 20th Nonemher 1752, 


1 


I am, with submission, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

GOVINDRAM METRE. 


Eort William, the 27th November 1752. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Roger DbxVKE, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful Edmund Holden Cruttenden, Esq. 
Messieurs Manninghaxi, 

Becher, 

Prankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the table. 

The Consultation of the SOtli being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 20th we received a letter from the gentlemen at Cossimbazar dated the 
14th instant, acquainting us that their merchant’s reasons for being so late in 
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bringing in their piece goods were owing to the long and heavy rains, also the 
scarcity and dearness of provisions ; hut now the rains are over they promise to 
exert themselves in complying with their contracts, though they shall suffer very 
considerably thereby from the rise of raw silk and apprehend they shall fall 
short in the Plain Taffaties, Ordinary Bahdannoes arid Ohoppaes. That on the 
clearing the Seat’s account at that factory their Gomastah gave them to under- 
stand how much Jugut Seat is displeased at the balance due to them at Dacca 
not heing paid oflF, and as they are apprehensive should any be sent to Cossim- 
bazar for the ensuing investment they may require it as due to them, they 
request us to take this affair under consideration and hinder it if possiblei as a 
stoppage of that kind may be attended with very ill consequences and prevent 
their making early contracts. 


The 22nd we received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea, dated the 28th 
October, accompanying five Tucktaes of cloth on our honourable master’s account. 

The 24th we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca, dated the 13th 
instant, observing to us that with the expected fifty chests they intend to pay 
of the Seats, to purchase the remainder of this year’s investment, and begin that 
of the next. That they have recommended Colinda or "Ramnaut Colly to the 
gentlemen at Jagdea for removing to, especially this last, as having the advp- 
tege of being near the great river, and clear of the' inconveniences attending 
the Boars and Macraes, and as Mr. PlaydeE is directed by Mr. Baillie to take a 
careful survey of this place, the result thereof they imagine will be speedEy 
communicated to us by the^gentlemen there. ■' 

That their mistake with respect to the alliballies arose from the Company’s 
mentioning this article at a higher price than in former invoices, and by their 
invoice book they appear something cheaper than in former years ; that Mr. 
‘Wo'mn desires our permission to come to OMcutta for the recovery of his health, 
"^The Master Attendant delivers in his report survey of the Admiral Vernon's 
bottom and Oxford within board which being read— 

Ordered them to be entered after this consultation. 

Captain Thomas Brown sent in a letter to request a survey on the Bomlay 
Castle within board — 

Ordered the Master Attendant to take with him the Hon hie Company’s 
carpenter and comply therewith, and the request to be entered after this consult- 


ation. • .-Ij.ctl.l 

The storekeeper delivers in his account stores for the month of September. 

Ordered the accomptant to examine it. 

Agreed to send the Burrington to Bombay with what surplus saltpetre 
remains of their indent, and ordered Captain Drake to get her in readiness. 
Captain Cooke sent in a letter to the board to request 600 bags of saltpetre at 
b plf freight. 

Captain Cooke being sent for and agreeing that it shaE be turned into 
whole freight should there be occasion hereafter. 

Ordered the warehouse-keeper to lade that quantity on board the Admiral 
Vernon and that Captain Cook’s request be entered after this consultation. 

This being a proper season of the year for surveying the river and laying 
the buoys — 

Ordered the Master Attendant to take with him the sloops and pilots who 
are now up at town and proceed on the service, and on his return to report the 
same in writing to the Board. 

The import warehouse-keeper delivers in the retaE account for the month 
of October particulars, vis .: — 

Broadcloth, fine 
Do. auroral 
Do. ordinary 
Perpets ordinary 
Broad perpets ordinary 
Catnblet . , ’ • 

Allapeen .• . , ’ 

Flannel . /• . 

Velvets . ■ 


Tds. 

Ins. 

ns. 

a. 

P- 

19 

0 

138 

12 

0 

9 

0 

30 

6 

0 

12 

0 

27 

0 

0 

S 

0 

2 

10 

0 

6 

n 

7 

8 

0 

7 

0 

21 

0 

0 

9 

8 

19 

0 

0 

20 

0 

22 

8 

0 

186 

8 

1,180 

13 

9 
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• ■ ' • 

Pieces, 

C. Rb. 

n. 

P* 

Broadcloth, fine . . . 

... 16 

. 1.922 

7 

6 

Ferpets, fine . i ‘. 

... 48 

1,204 

0 

0 

Broadcloth, ordinary . 

47 

2,260 

14 

0 

Broad aurora 

... 1. 

70 

0 

0 

Broad perpets, ordinary 

IS 

860 

0 

0 

Culjeedfiannels . 

... . IS 

230 

0 

0 

Duroy. ■ . , . 

... 2. 

60 

0 

0 

Flannel shawls . 

. . . 1 

8 

8 

0 


4 

to 




Lead ' . .; . ■ 

. 61 21 12 

1,263 

2 

3 

Copper 1 ;■ V.' 

. . . 31.14 12 

376 

1 

9 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors excepted, the amount thereof. 
Current rupees 9,250-13-3 being paid into the Treasury. 

Several of the inhabitants of this town having absented themselves from 
attending the Militia agreeable to the order of last Council — 

Ordered the list of their names to be affixed at the fort gate and notice 
given in case of their non-attendance in future, that they niay expect to meet 
with proper resentment from the Board. 

The export warehouse-keeper acquaints the Board of the- tardiness of 
the merchants in bringing in their cloth into the , Cotta, and they being in 
waiting were called before us and their reasons for this delay required. Replied 
that the aurung goods are not yet arrived, they having been prevented from 
washing them by the heavy rains, but they are in daily expectation of their 
arrival, and with regard to goods made in and about Calcutta, that they have 
not brought in the usual quantity owing to the desertion of numbers of the 
weavers, occasioned by the dearness of provisions. 

Cancelled Messrs. Drake and Mannigbam’s note dated the 7th of Novem- 
ber 1751 and renewed the same for the balance, viz . : — 







C. Bs. 

n. 

P- 

For Principal . . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 6,215 

10 

0 

Interest for a year is . 

• 

• 

• * • 

• 

. 559 

6 

6 

• 





6,775 

0 

6 

Deduct endorsed off' . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 5,955 

11 

6 

Bevenue for Current rupees 

• 

• 

• 

• 

819 

5 

0 


Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay off the following notes, they 
being now cancelled — , • ’ 

> •* 

C. Kb. d. p, C. Bs. a, p. 

Messrs. Pytche and Irwin; Account Francis 

Cheyne, dated the SiSth May 1752, for „■ 8,68a 1 8 

Interest for five months eighteen days is . 154 10 9 


8,887 12 0 

Deduct endorsed off .... 3,061 8 0 


776 4 0 

Messrs. Fytche and Irwin, Account Francis •' 

Cheyne, dated the a9th May 1752, for . 1,8 14 0 0 

Interest for five months and seventeen days . ' 54 l4 0 

1,868 14 9 


Messrs. Fytche and Irwin, Account Francis 

Cheyne, dated the Ist June 1752, for . 12,799 2 8 

Interest for five months and fifteen days . 527 15 6 


. 18,827 1 9 • 

. 10,206 0 o' 

r 8,122 1 9 


Deduct endorsed off 
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Mr. Pytche, account Praneis Cheyne, dated 




the IGth July, for . , . . 

3,885 

1 

3 

Interest for four months is . . . 

116 

8 

9 


4,001 

10 

0 

Deduct endorsed off . 

8,061 

8 

0 

Mr. Dawson’s account Mr. Hoi well dated 




the 7th November, for principal . . 

796 

0 

6 

Interest for one year and nine days . . 

73 

6 

9 


869 7 8 

Ordered the Warehouse keeper to deliver out goods not at' outcry to the 
amount of current rupees 12,696-6-9, that sum being made good as follows, 
vis . ; — 



a Bs. 

0. 

p. C. Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Endorsed off Gopcemohun Eysaack’s note 






dated the 28th October 1751, for princi- 






pal ....... 

29,702 

8 

0 2,184 

0 

0 

Endorsed off Govinchumn Seat's note dated 






the 27th of August 1752, for principal . 

9,088 

15 

6 6,556 

8 

9 

Transferred from Eadakisseu cncondcot- 






mah's account ..... 



678 

6 

6 

Transferred from Omichund's . . 



1,719 

14 

6 

Do. from Badakissen Mullick's . 



780 

12 

6 

Paid into the Treasury .... 



780 

12 

6 

Current rupees . 



12,695 

6 

9 


Eesolved that no hills of exchange he granted after Tuesday the 6th of 
December next, and ordered public notice hereof to he given accordingly. 
The President lays before the Board a translate of a perwanna he received from 
Alliverdi Cawn to transmit our business at the Durbar of Munsoor Aul Mulk 
and to order our Vacqueel to attend there accordingly. 

Ordered it to he entered after this consultation and that a copy to he drawn 
out and transmitted to the gentlemen at Cossimhazar. 


ROGER DRAKE, Junioi\ 
E. H. ORUTTENDEN. 

0. MAKNINGBAM. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

T. Z. HOWELL. 


Nabob Ali Verdi Cawh’s Perwanna. 

The Head of all Merchants, the Pattern of friendship, Mr. Drake, Director 
to the English Company, may health attend you. 

Munsoor- Aul-Mulk (who is the delight of my eyes), my Commander and 
better than my life, always speaks in your praise to me, and that the Company's 
affairs may go well on is his particular desire. Ton have expressed a desire 
likewise that the Company’s affairs requisite may be transacted by him, for 
which reasons I have certainly fixed that your vacqueels shall attend his Durbar, 
and there to transact the business of all your factories and not go to any other 
places. Therefore, do you write strictly to your Gomastah at Cossimhazar that 
your Vacqueels attend there accordingly. 

ISth MttMirrum, 6th Son. 

112 F. D. • ■ 
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Fort the 4th December 1752. 

At a Coxsultatiox, Present : 

The Hon'ble Koger Drake, Esq., Fresideni. 

The TToRsnirruL Euvtard IIolden Cretienden, Esq. - 

Messrs. M.\nninguaai, 

Becher, ■ ' 

Frankland, 

^klACKETT, 

Holr'ell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the table. 

The Consnltation of the 27th ultimo being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

The SSth iilthno.—'Vfe received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca,' 
dated the 22nd November, enclosing the Consultation from August to Novem- 
ber inclusive. Charges, general. Cash Accounts, Treasury Accounts, and Muster 
PloUs for July, August, and September, and hope to be able to despatch to us 
in about 15 days a parcel of cloth on the Hou’ble Company’s account. At 
the same time we received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea, under dato the 
IGth November, in reidy to our remarks on their investments, and doubting not 
what they wrote to us last on this point will be entirely satisfactory ; as a rise 
so very material ns 35 per cent, in the cloth, when at the same time they have 
snlTered none to us, though perhaps not so much as might in reason he expected, 
for in counting the threads, they have seldom found a deficiency of above 100 
to tlicir Factory musters, and this is far from being equal to the late extraor- 
dinary rise of cloth ; and as also, considering the great clog their Dclolls.aro to 
their business by being obliged to satisfy their creditors to squeeze money 
from nil hands lliey can\v that means, notwithstanding the regular advance 
nf ready money which they have for c.arrying on their investment, hardly 
buy of the weavers hut at least p.artly on trust ; and as this is an incon- 
venience to the weavers, so it occasions their supplying them with cloth 
inferior to what it otherwise might he. As to the defect in sorting they must 
observe, that in their coarse cloth, wherein the smallest inequality is visible, 
many sorts might he made thereof, though the standing custom of that Factory 
has always been hut two. As to the torn cloth (which the Dclolls arc by contract 
ohliged to t.nkc off), they shall cndc.avour to get it changed, though, as these 
people are no w.ays responsible through their had circumstaucos, so tiic clVccting 
of thi'? will probably be difllcult. That in regard to the rcmov.al of tlieir 
Factory, when Mr. liaillie was at Dacca, the gentlemen made no objection to 
MutUthgunge, though they now a]q)iehend it to he within their district, and on 
the whole an improper place for them to remove to ; so that they shall now seek 
out a place which they may approve of, and at the same time may he ])roper to 
conduct the business,* and when fixed on shall write to us more particularly on 
tlii«; subject, that as tlie time of the Jfugs draw nigh, they request us to order 
the pinnace to he with them by the end of next month for the safe conveyance 
of their cloth and a chest of good powder with a laulhorn or two. 

The tiOth uU'mo . — llecoivcd a letter from the gentlemen at Cassimhazar, 
daioil the 25th, advising that they cannot g»'t gun c.arnages made there either 
so ch"ap or good n« in Calcutta, all kinds of artificers being employed by the 
Nabob, and iron work very dear. That .Sanuicl iMillcchamp iicing considerably 
in debt to several merebants, those who are debtors to the Hon’lde Company, 
mi hi- ile;ni-»’ the Chief and Council in behalf of the Company aiid to secure 
th'-m took charirc of his efTeels fold the same and brought the amount to his 
^^o^iil in their hooks being D. 31. Ks. where it still remains, as no 

re gular demands have been yet made, hut they are daily liahlc to them. 

Itv .a c'mntry ship we rocedved a letter from the Ilon’hlo Thomas Saunders, 
ih'j , I’r.-^'ident and Governor in Council, Ac., at Fort St. George, dated the 
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13tli OctoTjev, advising of the arrival there of the Oolecheder and enclosing an 
indent for packing stuff which they request us to comply with the first 
opportunity. 

The cash account for the month of November being now delivered in by 
the President, the balance whereof being 0. Rs. 908-7*3, particulars, via , : — 




Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

a. p. 

'Madras Rupees ♦ 

• 

. ... G51 0 0 



Ralta 1 0 per cent. . 

• 

. . . . 65 1 6 





* 

716 

1 6 

Arcot Rupees 

• 

. . . .200 00, 



Bntta S per cent. . 

« 

. . . . 20 12 0 






280 

12 9 



Cowries . , ... 

1 

9 0 



■' C. Rs.. 

901 

7 3 


Ordered the said account to pass, errors exccptcfl, and to be entered after 
this Consultation. 

' The President wanting money to supply the cash — 

Ordered the Committee to advance him ten thousand Madras rupees (]M. 
Rs. 10,000-0-0). 

The Export-warehousc-hceper requesting money to provide packing stuff 
and defray expenses. 

Agreed that the President do advance him ten thousand • Madras rupees 
(M, Rs. 10,000-0-0). 

James Valicourt, Esq., Sheriff, sent in his note for the allowance due to him 
and his officers for the month of November which amounting to C. Rs. T2di-2-3, 

Agreed that the President do pay the same out of the cash. ' ' 

IMr. Dumblcton, our attorney, attends with a bill of complaint against Mr. 
Ranson citlicr to oblige him to pay the sum of current Rs. 50,000-0-0 he stands 
charged with or in case he docs not acquiesce thereto for to oblige him to 
prove his monthly accounts, which being signed — 

Ordered him to affile it in the Jlayor’s Court, as likewise a petition 
account Deepchund’s deposit, desiring it to be paid into tho Treasury, as no 
one has recommenced the suit. 

Captain Cooke sent in a letter requesting a survey on the Vernon Avithin 
board, 

, Ordered the Master Attendant to comply with his request, and 
‘ Ordered his letter to be entered after this Consultation. 

!Mr. Ranson sent in a letter to the Board requesting our permission to 
return to Europe with his family on the Admiral Vernon, which being read. 

Ordered it to be entered after this consultation and to be complied with 
on his giving security for the amount of the charge against him. 

jMr. Holwell pays into the Treasury the dussalart/’^ or 10 per cent on the 
sales of tho Hon’ble Company’s Earms amounting to Company’s Rs. 6,457 and 
acquaints the board that Ramanny Chornn Gose who bought the Caulkerage 
Earm for Rs. 730 not having been able to give sufficient security, the same was 
resold at outcry to Kirparam Metre for Rs. 565, as also has been the farm of 
old Iron and old Cattys (whoso pottah expired the 12th instant) for Rs. 666 to 
Kissendary. 

Having laden on the Hector the saltpetre and gunnies designed for Bombay — 

Agreed that wo write by her to the gentlemen there, advise them of the 
disposition of our tonnage, and desire them to provide a cargo of the best Broach 
cotton for the Dnrrington that she may be returned to us early in the season, 
and 


* Dusiiatnry, propprl; Dnstni-(, IT., DnetuT(, .Brnj. — A fen, n pcrqnistto, n commission; especially a 
by cashiers nod servants on articles purchased, or on payments mode. — Wilson’s Glossari/ of Indian Tern 


fee 
Terms, 


claimed . 
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Ordered 3Ir. ^Villiam Uider to repair down to Ingellee there to get the 
hills oC lading signed and deliver Captain Ixirwan his dispatches, to advise 
the gentlemen of Bombay of what ho may find necessary from below and to 
report the needful to ns on his return in writing. 

ROGER" DR AEIE, Jttnior. 

E. H. CRT7TTENDEN. ' 

0. MANNINGHAM. . 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOWELL. 


Fort TTilliam, the 7th December 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Roqeh Dhake, Esq., President 
The TroRSiiirFOL Edwaed H. Ceuttenden, Esq. 

Messes. MANNiNOUAn, 

Bechee, 

Feankland, 

Mackeit, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the tabic. 

The Consultation of the dth being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

This morning received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea, dated IGlh 
Xoveraher, accompanying SM- hales and 3 tucktac of cloth on the Hon’hle 
Company’s account. 

The President lays heforc the Board a letter which he yesterday received 
from the Nabob accompanying a scerpaw and elephant. 

Ordered the translate to he entered after this Consultation. 

The Registrar in the Mayor’s Court sent in his hills for fees in the suit 
against Mr. Hanson and on account Dcepchand’s deposit which amounting to 
C. Rs, 1S3.15— 

Agreed that the President do pay the same. 

Ctipt.ain'? Stevens of the Oxford and Brown of the Pomhay Caslle sent in 
petition for 300 hags of saltpetre to he laden on them at half freight and 
MijH'nting to it being turned into whole freight should wc hereafter have occa- 
sion — 

Ordered the warehouse-kooper to comply with their request and that tlicy 
hi entered .after tlii-; Con.suUation. 

Granted a feii of hills to William Frankland, Esq., for current Rs. 
l,03s-.'l-C payable to Thomas Frankland, Esq., or order at 2«. 3t/. is JC sterling 
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llG-16, that amount being endorsed off Mr. Pranhland’s note dated Janu- 
ary 1751-62 for current Rs. 2,037-13-9 — ' 

Ordered the warehouse keeper to deliver Madeira wine to the amount of 
current 11s. 189, lladamohun Bysack’s account being debited for that amount. 

Ordered him to deliver out goods ho‘ at outcry to the amount of current 
Rs. 1,777-3-9, Omichund’s account being debited for that sum — 

Agreed that we write to the gentlemen at Cossimhazar to transmit to 
them invoice of the treasure sent them by Ensign Keene, also a copy of Alli- 
verdi Cawn’s letter to the President. 

The Register of the Court of Appeals sent in the account of the duty by 
him collected from the 1st November 1751 to the 1st November 1752 and now 
pays the balance current lls. 379-9-3 into the Treasury. 


ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 
E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 


To—The Ilos’ui-r. Rogku Duake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council of 
Fort William. 

Hon’ble Siu aed Sins.— The O.Tford standing in need of stiffening in 
order to fit her for the sea, I humbly request Your Honour, &c., will please to 
order the lading on board her GOO bags of saltpetre on half freight. 

I am with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, 

Y^our most obedient, humble Sezwant, 


Port TTilliam, i THOMAS STEVENS. 

The 7th Deceniber 175S . ) 


To — The HoN’niiE Roger Drake, Esq , Pi-esident and Governor, &o.. Council of 
Fort "William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, — The Bombay Castle standing in need of stiffen- 
ing in order to fit her for the sea, I humbly request Your Honour, &c., will 
please to order the lading on boaid her 600 bags of saltpetre on half freight. 

Being with respect, 

Hok’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

Eobt VTilliam, THOMAS BROWN. 

The 7th Beoeniber 1752. } 

112 F. D. 
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Port TTilliam, the 11th December 1752. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The IIon*ble Eocer Drake, Esq., President. 
Toe TToRsnirruL Edward H. Cruitenden. 
3iIessieurs, SIanningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, 

Mackett, 

nOLWELL. 


The Book of Stnnding Orders laying on the Table. 

Tlic Consultation of the 7th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 


This morning wo received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca dated the 
4th instant, acknowledging the receipt of our remarks on their investment, that 
they never remembered such a list before, to which in obedience to our orders 
they now reply, article by article, hut beg leave to premise that they cannot 
any way conceive the muster of 1738 to be a fit standard for judging by them 
of the cloth sent us this year as the copass* or country cotton has not been for 
these two years past under 9 or 10 rupees, and the price of rice at the same 
time very dear, whereas in 1738 the copass did not exceed Es. 2 or Es. 2-8 and 
the rice very cheap, mostly 2 maunds 20 seers to 3 maunds for a rupee to which 
may be added to what is well known to all the purchasers of cloth, that the 
prices of all sorts of cloths have risen near 30 per cent., some more, since the 
year 1738 ; and that they now labour there and has done so for these two years 
past under the inconvcniency of a Ercnch factory continually emulating the 
Ilon’blc Company’s trade and have advanced the price of all cloth both coarse 
and fine and obliged them to be less severe with their delolls in pricing their 
cloth ; they have frequently told them that they were quite indifferent at their 
ferreting or rejecting their cloth being sure of disposing of it advantageously 
to the Ercnch ; that they have been as strict in the examining their cloth as possi- 
ble, and have returned great quantities even considerably more than they have 
taken. That they bog leave to add it must seem almost beyond belief that 
Hr. Clorimbault, who has been lately and considerably concerned in the pur- 
cba.‘-e of all kinds of India cloth in England for many years, and on that account 
was sent from thence to settle at Dacca and since continually employed in that 
branch of the Ilon’blc Company’s affairs (who jointly with the rest have be- 
stowed all care, industry, and attention in the examine of the llon’ble Company’s 
cloth and been as severe in it as the present circumstances will allow) should 
be so egrcgiously and generally mistaken as almost every one of tbese remarks 
will represent him to he. That they have sold the bullion and shall pay off 
the Seats’ demand with the amount. That they have recommended Eamnaut 
Colly to Mr. B.aillie as much the most proper place for settling at. 

The I’rcsidcnt wanting money to supply the cash — 

Ordcnul the Committee of 'J'rcasury. to advance him twenty-three thousand 
Madras rupees (M. Es. 23,000). 

The Euxey wanting money to defray the expenses of this factory — 

Agreed that the Eresidentdo advance him twenty thousand Madras rupees 
(M. Es. 20,000.) 

The Master Attendant delivers in account of the Ilon’blc Company’s 
marine expenses for the month of November. 

Ilf' Hkewii^e requests money for the monthly expenses of the Dockhcad — 

Acr'.'f d that the President do advance him three tliousand ^ladras rupees 

(Us. 

Perrin’s carden being put up at outcry sold for current Es. 2,500 to Mr. 

Mr. M’iiUnm Eider having returned from Ingelleo sent in a letter to the 


• f ' ■ rt ‘ j K t’.'* fli’V J !■**: tf s"f!S J J 

fj' Uh** 'jrr.-Wf. 
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Board reporting his having despatched the jELectop from thence the 8th instant, 
when her draught of water was 17 feet 9 inch on an leven keel and enclosing 
the following papers : — 

Copy of his letter to the Governor and Couneil of Bombay. 

Master Attendant’s report of her guns, arms, &o. 

Second and third bills of lading. 

The import warehouse keeper acquaints the Board that by tbe best in- 
formation ho can procure woollen goods, and lead will sell better during the 
cold season than in February, therefore desires the approbation of the Board for 
putting up the cargoes of the Vernon, Chesterfield, JBombay Gastle, 

and Rector on Thursday, the 28th instant, which being agreed to — 

Ordei'ed public notice thereof to be given as usual. 

He now delivers in his report of lead and copper received per ship Bofnbay 
Castle, which being read — 

Ordered him to demand the amount of the deficiency of Captain Brown 
and the report to be entered after this Consultation. 

The receipts of the goods in the import warehouse which have been sold 
at publick outcry and not cleared out were now brought in and signed before 
the Board by Messrs. Cruttenden and Bccher — 

Oi’dered them to bo entered after this Consultation. 

As there arc no bidders who offer freight for the Godolphin — 

Agreed that we send her up to the coast- with rice ; and 

Ordered Captain Hutchinson to get her ready as soon as he possibly can. 

Ordered the Buxey to procure musters of rice and lay the same before the 
Board. 

There being four laacks of rupees in the Treasury agreed to pay off 
intei-est notes to that amount and ordered the Accomptant to lay an account 
thereof before the Board. 

Granted an interest note to ^trs. Elizabeth Cockhill dated this day for 
C. Bs. 16,000, John Brown’s note dated the 16th November being cancelled to 
make good that amount. 

BOG EE DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

B.ICELA.RD BECHER. 

W. FRANKLAND. 

W. MACEETT. 


To— The Hos’ble. Roger Drake, Esq., President jind Governor, &o.. Council of 
Fort William. 

Hotj’nLB Sin and Sirs, — I beg leave to lay the enclosed before you, being 
an information I have received from my officer of a mutiny which h.oppened 
on hoard the Oxford on .the 5th instant, and as my officer hath been so remiss in 
his duty to let those people (after he had quashed the riot) escape from the 
ship, I humhly request you will be pleased to give directions to the several 
Commanders of the ships in the country trade not to entertain them, but to 
deliver them up, and that search be made in town after them. 

I am, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Tour obedient, humble Servant, 


Calcutta, 

'The 14th December 1752 



THOMAS STEVENS. 


Daifd Ship “ Oxford” the 6th Deeeniler 1762. 

To— C aptain Thomas Stevens. 

Sib, — In a small time after the long boat went away there came in a boat 
which they had taken from the shore Jackson, Criffin, Asher, and Blair, 
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matided their chests, &o in a very insulting manner threatening the life of any 
officer or foremastman in the ship with large clubs in their hands that dared to 
oppose them, and Asher had his on the gunwale, but on my snapping a pistol 
at him which 'missed fire ho let his chest fall overboard and lost it. Jackson used 
very abusive language and swore he would kno6lc me down if I hindered him 
from taking himself or anj thing ho wanted out of the ship, and Griffin 'to be 
through my body. Now I seeing they were actually inicn tinned to mutiny, and 
Jackson the head of them, lired a ball at him but missed him on which he 
throw an iron bolt at mo Avhich struck me but did not much hurt, but 
Jackson swore if I fired again at him he would go down and blow the ship 
up, but that I took care to prevent by placing people to take care of that 
place ; but I heard him say that he would blow ship and every body to hell 
rather than as he called it bo ill used, and Crippin run into the gun-room which 
was then open. Ho being at w'ork in tho bread-room . and seized on two 
poleaxes, but the gunner took them from him, so you see that Jackson and 
Orippin Were the two ringleaders, though Asher and lilair were very abusive j 
but at last wo got them quiet and after that they four with Matthew Tulip 
wont into tho boat and swore when they were put off they intended to come up 
to you for they wore resolved on what they told me on Sunday w’hich was to 
have no now boatswain. 

I am, 

Sib, 

Your most humble servant, 

JOHN SMALLWOOD. 


Fort William, the- 17th December 1752, 

At a Consultation, Pkesent: 

The Hon’blb Uogbb Drake, Esq., PrcHdeoL 

'J’liB WousniTFUL Edward H. Cuuttendbn. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

! Beoueb, 

Erankland, 

Mackett, 

Holwbll. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on tho. Table. 

The Consultation of the 14th being wrote fair was now rend, approved, and signed. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca dated the 7th instant, en- 
closing tho state of their factory to the 30th ultimo. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen at Jugdea dated the 3rd instant, add- 
ing as a further reason for tho badness of their cloth that of the thread, exclusive 
of which the increase which their haftaes suffer in their price may he esti- 
mated at 30 per cent., and as under this inconvenience with that as before 
mentioned to us of the had circumstances of the delolls it is impossible for 
them to keep their cloth up to its old musters, so rather than suffer its fabrick 
to be spoiled so as perhaps to be unfit for the use it is designed, they recom- 
mend it to us to permit a rise of 10 or 16 per cent, in the stated prices of their 
cloth, and by which means they shall be able to remedy that defect in it com- 
plained of by the Oouncil for these eight or ten years past ; and as this was 
granted to the factory in the Hon’ble Company’s directions received about four 
years ago, so they do not doubt our making a proper allowance in this point, as 
it is now so much more necessary. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca, dated the- 11th December 
enclosing an invoice of 76 hales and a bundle of musters, account the Hon’ble 
Company and advising of their having forwarded their goods. 
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Captain Cooke sent in a letter requesting us to supply him with nine guns, 
he being obliged to throw the like number overboard when his ship struck, 
on the Island Mayotta— 

Ordered the Millitary Storekeeper to comply with his request, and that his 
letter be entered after this Consultation. 

The Zemindar lays before the Board the state of the revenues — 

Ordered them to lay on the table for the consideration of the Board. 

The export warehouse keeper and siib. export warehouse keeper delivered 
into the Board a letter relating to the sorting the cloth in such manner as 
may obviate the repeated complaints from home of the great irregularity of the 
cloth in one and the same hale, and a parcel resorted after the manner proposed 
by them lay ready for inspection. 

The President and Council went to the warehouse and examined the same ; 
and it appearing to us that a greater equality may be preserved in the bales by 
this method, we approved the same ; and ordered that the different sortmehts 
of cloth in future be examined and jjacked in the manner set forth in their 
letter, and that the said letter be entered after this Consultation. 

BOGEBi DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W.MACKETT. 


To— The Hon’ble Rogee Dbake, Esq., President and Governor, &c.. Council of 
Fort William. 

Hon’blb Sib and Sies, — In order to save the Ship Admiral Vernon when 
ashore in the outward-bound passage we hove nine of the guns overboard and 
cannot find any here trustworty to replace them. I have no objections to 
taking some of the Company’s new guns if any of the same size, otherwise will 
do my endeavour to get some on the Coast. 

As the ship is now ready to faU down the river, I hope Tour Honour, &c., 
wiU be pleased to order on board bales, for it will not be safe to carry her 
down without more weight in her bottom. 

I am, with respect, 
Hon’blb SrE AND Sies, 
Tour most obedient servant, 

Oalcutxa, "j ■ EDMD. COOKE. 

The 17th Deceniber 1752. j 


Hon’blb Sie and Sies, — Our hon’ble employers having in many parts of 
their lists of investment and general orders by the ships this season complained 
greatly of the assortment of goods from hence, and inequality thereof in one 
and the same bale, we beg leave to trouble Tour Honour, &c., with a few 
observations on this head, that our sentiments through your means may be 
transmitted to our Hon’ble Masters for their notice and confirmation should we 
be so fortunate to merit their approval in the method we shall take the liberty 
of pointing out to rectify in some measure the error complained of. In order that 
this may appear in a clear light and show the necessity of it, we shall with 
your permission subjoin the manner in which goods are usually sorted, prized, 
and embaled in the cottah. 

So soon as the merchants bring their cloth into the warehouse the whole 
is examined by the sorters and sorted into the different letters peculiar to the 

112 P. D. 
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species of cloth, and in this rnanneu every merchant’s cloth is prepared for the 
})rizing, and divided into such a number of tokos or parcels having the mer- 
chant’s name affixed thereto who provided the same. 

Wlion the goods are thus prepared three pieces from every separate parcel 
and from every letter oE each sortraent ot goods are promiscuously drawn by 
the young gentlemen who are assistants in the warehouse, which three pieces 
arc carefully examined by the warehouse keeper and his assistant, and the 
middle pieces of the three in point of goodness is then fixed upon by the ware- 
house keeper and the merchant who provided the clotli as the piece by which 
the goods arc to be prized by the Governor and Council, and on the goodness or 
defect of the middle piece so chosen depends the price of the goods to the 
merchant. In this manner each middle piece of each sortment of cloth and 
every letter of said sortment is drawn and fixed upon as the price by which 
said parcel is to be prized by the Governor and Council in the prizing day, when 
they are compared and examined with the muster contracted upon and prized 
by the Governor and Council according to their equalling or falling short of 
such musters. 

After this the cloth is emhaled, the method having been to pack every 
merchant’s cloth that is prized at one piece in the same bale, by which means 
a bale is often composed of cloth belonging to several merchants which have 
been provided by their separate gomastahs (or agents) at different aurungs 
and sorted in the warehouse by different hands ; by which method though each 
separate parcel of cloth is never so well sorted in regard to itself, yet the fab- 
rick of every aurung having its peculiar qualities, will not permit of their 
being packed in one and the same halo without au inequality appearing. Some 
aurungs being noted for the fineness of their thread in which case the cloth 
though fine will appear thiu, whereas the cloth from a different aurung of a 
coarser thread by heiug struck closer and equal may in all probability be a 
superior piece of cloth, as eyory piece of cloth of the same fahrick and breadth, 
though provided at different aurungs, ought to he composed of an equal number 
of threads. 

Another material reason why the pieces should not wholly determine the 
manner of packing arises from the nneertainty of the pieces themselves, for 
according to the method before set forth of clinsing the px’ize pieces by draw- 
ing three promiscuously from each parcel, it may happen that a superior 
parcel of cloth, as there will always remain in each letter several degrees of 
goodness, though not sufficient to alter the letter, will he lower prized than 
another parcel rather inferior by the chance of drawing the price pieces. For 
instance let three pieces be drawn from two different pai'cels of cloth, we will 
suppose the parcels equal in number though not in goodness, yet if by chance 
of drawing from the first parcel one of the three pieces prove of the first degree 
and the other two of the lowest, the middle piece will of consequence be but 
an inferior piece, and the parcel he prized accordingly ; yet if from the inferior 
parcel the pieces drawn should prove two of the first degree and one of the 
lowest, the middle piece will prove a superior piece of the parcel (w’hich may in 
general only equal the inferior of the former parcel) and be prized at the same 
price, on which account these two parcels will he packed together and a great 
ineauality arise in one and the same bale, it being impossible to preserve one 
standard in so great a variety of cloths though of the same fahricks, provided 
at different aurungs and sorted here by variety of hands. 

Being desirous to remedy this defect and give our honourable masters 
all the satisfaction in our power, we have made various trials since the 
coming in of the goods this season, hoping by some means to succeed and give 
them satisfaction in attending to the duties of the warehouse and discharging 
to the utmost of our abilities the trust they have been pleased to repose in us. 

The soot romalls and gurrahs being the only cloth hitherto brought into 
the warehouse in any quantity we have liad them sorted with the greatest 
strictness and (though not usual with coarse goods) resorted them the day 
before the prizing, yet after they were prized, notwithstanding all our care, 
when they were prepared for packing according to the usual method we still 
found a very great irregularity in thp bales and lyhich naust be the eajSe un? 
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avoidaljly, wliile a regard is only had to the prices, for the reasons already 
assigned in this address by the manner of drawing the prize pieces. 

This proving ineffectual we made another effort with the soot romalls 
prized the 13th December, by resorting the whole parcel after they had been 
]>rized, though at the same letter into one parcel, and then distinguishing their 
different degrees of goodness by making three parcels under each letter, and in 
this manner prepared them for packing, when there appeared a much greater 
equality in the different sortments of each letter than by any other method we 
could find after repeated and different trials. To every parcel thus re-sorted 
new valuation is affixed, calculated from the various prices at which the several 
merchants’ cloth was prized of the same letter by the Governor and Council. 
But for a more distinct explanation of this we bog leave to subjoin an abstract 
of the soot romalls as prized that day, and an abstract of their prices when re- 
sorted after the prizing, by which it will appear this method no way affects 
or alters the real amount given to the merchants for their cloth or will occasion 
any difference in the general books, but rather fix a more equitable value on 
the goods when packed for Europe. 

That this manner of assorting the investment may create an additional 
trouble to the warehouse keeper and his assistant, is a consideration of very 
little weight, provided it may answer the intent of our Honourable employers 
and reinetly a defect they have repeatedly mentioned. The expense attending it 
will be trifling, an increase of a few more sorters whose wages will be fully com- 
pensated if this method should prove satisfactory. At least wo hope the trial 
of it for a season will not be displeasing. Tlie only objection that appears to us 
at present is our not being able by this method to write in the bale note the 
merchant’s name who provided the cloth, as likewise the sorter who sorted the 
parcel. These are still preserved in the prize book in the usual manner, and will 
be transmitted as customary, but as the cloth is now re-sorted after the prizing 
by different hands from those who first sorted it and a bale probably composed 
of as many different merchants’ cloth as there are pieces in the bale, it would 
be in a manner impossible to comply with our honourable masters* orders on 
this head, except by writing the merchant’s name on every separate piece of 
cloth brought into the warehouse. But we hope this \vill not be deemed any 
neglect of our duty and flatter oxirselves the re-sorting the cloth in this manner 
by different bauds will be a further check on the sorters and obviate likewise 
any undue influence or connection the merchants may have with those people. 

W e are, with great respect, 
Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

0. MAHNINGHAM, 

JS. W. So. Kr. 

WILLIAM ER AN ELAND. 

Sub. E. Jr, Bo. Kr. 

Calcutta, •) 

The 17th December 1752. ) 


Eort William, the 21st December 1762. 

At a Ooxsultation, Present: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipeul Edward H. Cruttexden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Beouer, 

Erankland, 

Maokett, 

Etbe, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of ’the 17th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 
Received a letter- from- the gentlemen at Dacca dated the 10th instant 
accompanying their books balanced to the 30th April. 
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llocoivcflft loMor from the f^cnilumon ntCoH'iimlmzfir, rtntod fljr* 37(1» Dwmii- 
bor, ftdvis'mg Umt thoy slinll fall graifly short irt Dio Ouzzor/tt stlb, tiiul as I hoy 
have in tho factory about 40 tnaunds of tfio November htiiid more tlmn they 
contracted for, they desire us to majuaint thorn wlrether Drey sliall lahe it or 
r'oturn it to tire nuji’chanls. That Jiookum Jh?'' havirri; heett v*-ry pn-i'-^rng for 
the aniuial 3,000 sicca ruprtes paid hinr on aecoirrrt tin* Caleirlia siifjar 
mcrcliants, Urey desirrs our j)ni*nti.sslon to pay, as a further drday may occasiotr 
a stoppage to Uieir business. 

The Ih’osidcnt wanting motroy to supply thrs cash — 

Ordoi'fid the Cornruittce of 'JVeasury to ndvatrec hirn Ish lU. 30,000. 

!Mr. I'dwru-d 3Jyr(j heirrg arrived from 3Jacea now te^rh his sc.at at the 
Jioard, and the oatlr of frrlelity lo the Iloir’hle Comjjarry — 

Ordered Afr. Jlacholt to deliver over to htrn tire post of Ilegisterof the 
13ustuclcs. 

Air. dohn Conhe being arrived from Dacca was .appointed Seen rary itr (he 
room of Air. AIcGuiro, ho liavrtig served in. that otllee .‘w Suh-tii'ercfary for 
scvorul years, and Air. Summer was appointed to succeed .Mr. .lolm Cooke at 
Dacca factory. 

The i’rcsidcnt thinks proper to confer the post of Midifary f’.nynnstvr on 
All*. AVilliam .lames llarrod, on account of his great applrealiori .and diligetree 
in the Secretary’.^ ofllco. 

Captain Carter .“lont in n letter to the Hoard requesting a .surs'cy on the 
ChcsicrfteUl williin hoard. 

Ordered it to he entered after this Consnltntion, and the Af.aster Attendant 
to take witli him the IJon‘hlo Comp.nuy's carptaiter .and comply thcrcMvith. 

Cancelled George Gr.ay’s note account Aliss IsaheHn Gray, dated lOih 
December 17D3, and renewed Ibc s.nrae with interest thereon for .a year, f/r..' — 

0, It*, n. p. 

Tor Principal 11 , {>20 0 0 

Interest for a year 16 ...... 1,072 12 0 

1S,{>'.'2 J2 J> 

Agreed that wo write to the gentlemen at Dacca to advise (hem wc sh.all 
transmit their reply to our rcinark.s on their investment to the llondde Company 
for their observance. That wc jicrmit Air. M'ogan to come (o Calcutta when 
the business will admit of his leaving Dacca, and li.aving npjiointcd Air. Summer 
of Council in the room of Afr. Cooke, wc direct (bat they admit him to his 
scat at their Board ipn his arrival — 

Agreed that we write to the gentlemen at Cossimbazarnnd permit them to 
take the surplus November bund on our Ilon'blo Afastcr’s account as wo appre- 
hend they will fall greatly sliovL in the Gnzzcrat; that wo direct them to send 
us musters of raw silk to he contracted on the ensuing season ; and as wc ima- 
gine this article may ho purchased on move rcason.nblo terms by entering into 
early contracts, and be procured of abetter quality by the buyers being able to 
purchase the putney of the true November bund without any mistuic of other 
sorts, we therefore desire their sentiments, as wc shall be able to supply 
them w'itU some money; tliat wc have inspected the goods received some time 
ago and observe that they have prized them according as they fall from the 
musters in general, and dii'cct them to be as expeditious as possible in forward- 
ing down the remainder of the investment as it is prized. That wc arc sur- 
prised that Hookum Beg should deqiand the sum of Its. 3, GOO, account the 
purchasers of sugar, when there has not been any provided this last season, and 
would have them use their utmost arguments in representing this hardship to 
him, and endeavour if jjossiblc to take off the annual demand. 

B.OGEE DEAKE, Junior. 

E. 31. OEDTTENDEN. 

0. AIANNINGHAAI. 

EIOHAED BECEEE. 

W. EEANKLAND. 

“W. AIACKETT. 



Fort ‘William, the 28th December 1762. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Eooer Drake, Esq., IPresident, 

The Worshipful E. H. Cruttenden. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Beoher, 

Frankland, 

« • Maokett, 

Etre, 

Holtvell; 

• 

The Bools of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the Slst being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 22nd we received a letter from William Watts, Esq., Chief, &c., 
Council at Cossimhazar dated the 17th instant, accompanying 268 hales and 
chests on the Hon’ble Company’s account, likewise the state of their factory 
to the IGth instant, with copy of their hooks, jjrize hooks to 30th April, 
musters of sixteen chests of plain taffaties, and manjees* receipts. 

The 26th we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca dated 19th 
December referring us to a letter from Mr. Baillie concerning Eamnant Colly 
U'hicli he represents as unfit for a settlement there having been so much of 
the land tore away by the waters, that they think Luckipur, the place he 
mentions to he at a small distance from thence, may be as fit as any for the 
removal of the factory to it, as they do not conceive it will interfere with their 
investment for the Hon’ble Company. 

The 27th we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca dated the 
21st instant enclosing an indent for sundries wanted in the import warehouse, 
also an indent for military stores, likewise a letter from J ugdea. 

Enclosed in the foregoing we received a letter from Messrs. Baillie and 
Plavdell dated the 17th December advising of their having pitched on a place 
near Eamnant Colly for the removal of their factory, of which having advised 
the gentlemen at Dacca as soon as they find it agreeable they will write to us 
more particularly. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash— • 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to advance him ten thousand Madras 
Eupees (M. Es. 10,000). A computation being made of the present value of 
’ the Wager's cargo now off shore, we find it amounts to something short of nine 
lakhs of nipees, and that 23 tons are wanted to complete the tonnage ; and as our 
goods come in very slow and no hales remaining hut very valuable ones, we there- 
fore esteem it for our Hon’hle Masters’ interest to turn the turmerick, cowries, 
and tincall into whole freight, as by that means we shall have done our utmost 
in answering their intentions of having an early ship and keeping the amount 
of the invoice within moderate bounds, as by filling her tonnage up with 
such bales as are in the warehouse the cargo will amount to upwards 
of ten lacks of rupees. 

Captain Hindman demanding his Europe bill of lading, the same was 
now delivered up endorsed. 

Captain Hindman lays before the Board the manifest of private trade 
laden on the Wager for Europe which being sworn— 

Ordered it to be sent home in the packet. 

The Deputy Master Attendant sent in his report survey of the Chesterfield 
within board — 

Ordered it to be entered after this Consultation. 

Ordered the Committee of Ti'easuiy to pay current rupees 314-14-6 to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Beard, being the interest on her note da,ted the 10th of Decern- 
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ber 1751 for current rupees 3,498-14-6, for whicb principal sum a note was 
now granted and the old note cancelled. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E.-H. ORDTTBNDEN. 

" . 0. MANNINGHAM. 

■RICHARD BEOHER. 

... . :W. ERANKLAND. . 

' • W. MACKETT. .. . 

f • 

Eorf William, the 29th December 1762. 

* 

At a Oonsui/TAtion, Present; 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshipful E. H. Oruttbndbn. 

Messieurs Manningham, 

Becher, 

Erankland, • 

Maokett, 

Eyre, 

Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 28th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

The Committee of Enquiry into the charge against Metre lay their pro- 
ceedings before the Board, but the Wager now under despatch not admitting of 
our taking the same under due consideration — ® 

Agreed to defer the same till after the despatch of this ship. 

Mr. Holwell moves the Board that the state of the revenues as laid before 
them by him the 17th instant may be forwarded to the Company per Wager 
as they have expressly ordered the same to be sent them the first conveyance—^ 

Agreed that it be sent home though our daily business has been too much 
to afEord time for a regular enquiry of matters tlierein set forth, in which if 
there are any contradictions the Company may be advised hereafter. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay Ruttoo C. Rs. 25,000 account : 
his contract for ready money goods. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay Ruttoo’s two notes they bein® 
now cancelled at the Board, viz . : — , ' 

C. Rs. a. p, . ...^ 

One dated 26tb December 1761, for .... 2,975 9 0 

Interest for 1 1 months and 22 days . ... 261 12 9 

3,236 18 6 

One, dated 31st January 1751-1752, for .... 1,224 9 0 

Interest for 10 months 18 days . . • . 97 5 6 

1,321 14 6 

On the 26th instant Captain John Pinson departed this life of a fever, 
whereby the post of Master Attendant becoming vacant, Mr Oruttenden begs 
leave to observe as no successor is appointed by the Company, but only in 
general terms, that the Deputy do succeed if the Board thinks him a proper 
person. 

That in case he is not thought so' that the post ought to be supplied by 
one of the Council by way of Superintendent of the Marine till the Com- 
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paiiy’s pleasure is knovrn on this head, as he esteems it entirely for onr Hon’ble 
Masters’ interest to have a person appointed to so important a post of trust that 
must have other dcpendance on their favour than what arises on that place only, 
and it is natxiral to suppose he will* take all possible care that those affairs 
require that the Company may have no cause of complaint in the adminis- 
tration of a trust which admits of so many abuses, and from these motives 
alone ho begs leave to offer his service which he thinks can he done without 
any impropriety from his want of. knowledge in the marine affairs, if he has a 
capable man for his Deputy, w1n‘ch he looks on the present person to be, he 
having been approved of as such by Captain Pinson. 

Mr. . Hoi well is of opinion that as the post of Master Attendant is how 
vacant by the death of Captain Pinson, it should remain so till the Company’s 
pleasure is known, and that in the meantime one of the Council be appointed 
to take charge of this service under, the denomination of Superintendent of 
the IMarinc, and desires to enter the following reasons for such opinion, viz,, 
because he thinks when the authority of this postis.lodged in one of the Board 
there will be ranch greater checks on the pilots, masters, syrangs, tindals, 
mates, &c., of the sloops, and in consequence a considerable diminution of 
the sundry articles expended, which he thinks lies too much at the discre- 
tion and mercy of those people to the great iniury of our Hon’ble ilasters. 
He likewise judges it no ways essential to the execution of this post that the 
possessor should absolutely be a seafaring man, as the laying the buoys, sound- 
ing the river, and observing the shifting the sands can with so much propriety 
be conducted by the Head Pilot and the Deputy to the Master Attendant, whom 
he believes, on enquiry we shall find, have generally been the acting persons in 
these cases. He also imagines this post is attended with a certain and fair 
gain, and therefore thinks our Hon’blc Masters* would on a just representation 
to them rather indulge their covenanted servants in conferring this post to a 
lyiember of the Board, when so many of them are heads of offices attended 
with no gain or perquisite whatever, and when such confirmation would, he 
conceives, he evidently attended with no small reduction of the immediate 
expenses of the marine, which, with the repairs and maldng of the budgerows 
included, amounted last year to 0. Rs. 86,058-1-9 and more in former years. 
He conceives too that the Company will by the next ship imported appoint 
a successor to Captain Pinson, so that we shall in the meantime ex- 
perience hoxv far the foregoing reasons have foundation, by pointing out the 
difference that may arise from investing this post on a Member of the Board, 
and be enabled to represent the same accordingly to our Hon’ble Masters, and 
as he thinks it may be annexed to the second’s post with as much propriety as 
that of any other member, he has no objection to Mr. Cruttenden being 
appointed Superintendent of the Marine till the Company’s reason is known. 

Mr. Eyre is of the same opinion as Mr. Holwell. 

Mr^ Mackett is of opinion that the post ought to be vested in a seaman 
and is confirmed therein by the Company’s orders appointing a seafaring man 
•to succeed thereto. 

Mr. Erankland is of opinion that the post ought to be filled up by a sea- 
man, but as the Company have 'hitherto appointed a person to succeed to this 
office from home ho has no objection to a Member of the Board taking charge 
of the same till the Company’s pleasure is known, there being no approved 
Deputy in that post at present. 

Mr. Bechcr is of Mr. Holwell’s opinion. 

Mr. Manningham is of opinion the office of Master Attendant would with 
more propriety be filled up by a seaman for the following reasons that the 
Ilon’ble Company in their several nominations to this post have most frequently 
preferred profest and able seamen, and direct that in the case of a vacancy the 
Deputy provided he is properly qualified do succeed provisionally. Several 
branches of the duty belonging to the office of Master Attendant absolutely 
require a knowledge of maritime affairs, viz., surveying and sounding the 
river, laying the buoys, surveying of ships on variety of occasions, reporting 
the condition of the sloops, making of pilots, masters, &c., and judging of their 
qualifications, all which are essential parts of this office and must if no seaman 
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fills the same ho entirely at the discretion of. a Dejmty, by ■which means the 
check intended on the Pilots, &c., •will he considerably lessened, -when the head 
of the office cannot judge of their merits or demerits but through the medium, 
of a Deputy, for I presume it may be allowed -without derogating from the 
merits of any person that none but a seaman can judge of the several parti- 
culars above mentioned. That advantage may accrue to the Company by one 
of the Members of Council being appointed to fill this vacancy provisionally, 

I think the advantages to the Company would be equal for, as I will suppose, 
the man so appointed to be a person of integrity, we may conclude the hopes of 
the Hon’ble Company’s favour and preservation of his employ, together with 
a regard to his own character (a consideration for ever annexed to honesty) 
would render him sufficiently attentive to the duties of his office and the inter- . 
est of his employers. 

That the expenses of the Marine are exceeding heavy is very certain, as 
also the great consumption of stores may be liable to many abuses, but how 
this can be better regulated than by a seaman ho cannot conceive, for no 
member of the Board can so well judge of the several indents made for the 
service of the sloops, &o., their propriety or consumption, as a person versed 
in the affairs of this nature, and who ought strictly to examine the same, and . 
pass great part of his time at the dockhcad to inspect narrowly into these 
particulars, as likewise to visit and examine every sloop and budgerow be- 
longing to the Company or employed in their service. 

That the post of Master Attendant is attended with a certain and fair gain 
is well known to every one, as likewise several members of the Board have ^ 
no perquisites or advantages from their posts, but at the same time he humbly 
conceives a nomination of this nature would with more propriety come from 
our Hon’ble Masters, who may probably be displeased with our taking this or any 
other em])loy to ourselves without their previous consent, especially in the 
present instance, as their commands may in a few months arrive in answer to 
the supersession of Captain Eanson, when they may possibly think it necessary 
to regulate this office in a different manner. The President for the reasons set 
forth by Mr. Holwoll sees no impropriety in appointing a member of the Board 
as Superintendent of the Marine till the Company’s pleasure is known and there- • 
fore approves of Mr, Cruttenden being appointed. 

The majority of the Board being of. opinion that a member of the Board 
should be appointed Superintendent of the Marine till the Company’s plea- 
sure is known — 

Agreed that Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq., do take charge of that 
office. 


ROGER DRARE, Junior. 
E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 

W. FRANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 


% 


Kxd.— T. y. 
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Port "William, the 1st January ]7o3- 
At a Coksultatjon, Piiesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Bogeb Drake, Esq., President. 

The WoitsiiR. Edward Holden Oruttenden, Esq. 
jVIesSRS. OnARLES ;MANNlNGnAM. 

Kicuard Becder. 

William Prankland. 

. William Mackett. 

Edavard Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book o! Standing Orders laj’ing on the Table. 

Tlic Consnltation of the S9tb ultimo was now rc.id, .approved, and signed. 

The President wanting money to supply the cash. 

Ordered, the Committee of Treasury to advance him three thousand 
Madras Bupees (M. Bs. 3,000). 

Agreed, that the President do advance that sura to the Superintendent of 
the IMarine for the Dockhead charges. 

The Secretary lays hefore the Board the manifest of private trade laden 
on hoard the TFager as shown to hy Captain Hindman hefore he went off shore. 
Ordered him to transmit it in the Packet to Europe. 

The General letters, invoices, with all papers necessary for the despatch of 
the Wager being prepared were now signed at the Board. 

Ordered, the Secretary to close the Packet and Mr. Edward Eyre to proceed 
therewith down to Ingellec to get the Bills of Lading signed. 

B06ER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CB-DTTBNDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHAB,D BECHER. 

W. PRANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

EDWARD ETBE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


Port William, the 8th January 1753. 

At a Consultation, Present ; 

^ « 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Crdttenden, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Beoher. 

William Prankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

Tbe Consultation of the 1st instant was now read, approved, and signed. 

The 4th instant we received a letter from the gentlemen at Cossimhazar 
advising us that they had taken the surplus Novemher bund silk agreeably to 
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our directions, that the putney not yet produced in any quantity sufficient to 
- , judge of tho price, and that as the money amount the sugar has been annually 
paid whether any was provided or not. Huckemheg insists on payment, which 
if we should' not comply with a stop to their business would certainly ensue. 

On the 1st instant, we received a letter from the gentlemen at .Tugdes, 
dated the 16th ultimo, enclosing Manjee*s receipts for 192 bundles and 2 
sucktaes of cloth dispatched to us under the care of a corporal arid two soldiers. 

The 7th instant, we received a letter from Mr. Nicholas Cleremhault, 
Chief, &c.. Council at Dacca, dated the 1st instant, enclosing one from the 
gentlemen at Jugdea, dated 29th December, advising us that they had pitched 
upon a place, in concurrence with the Deloll sent them from Dacca, by name 
Lukipore, in which they had the approbation of tho gentlemen at that T'actory, 
and that if it had the confirmation of this Boai-d they would immediately set 
towards effecting it with what care and diligence they were masters of, and in 
order that they may have no impediment from the Government of Jugdea, they 
request us to apply to Muxadavad for a Perwannah for their settling at the 
aforesaid place, if upon trial they find it to be in a proper one ; that they liad 
enclosed us a declaration of the above Deloll of his being able with proper 
conveniences to carry on the Hon’ble Company’s business of the Pactory at 
this place, and that he can enlarge its investment to four lacks of rupees 
annually, which with the convenieney of being by tho river-side, and out of the 
way of the Mairacs, will he establishing our affairs there in a much more 
advantageous course than they have hitherto been ; that in regard to the ex- 
penses attending their removal agreeable to what they had formerly wrote us 
they would he hut trifiing. 

Ordered, the above declaration of the DeloUs to he translated into English 
and entered after this Consultation. 

Mr. William McGuire informing tho Board he has delivered over the. 
several papers of the Secretary’s Office to Mr. John Cooke, .and intends setting 
out for Bulramgurry in a day or two. 

Ordered, that the Annual Present for that place he sent down with him, 
and that — 

The Committee of Treasury lade on hoard the Belvidera Sloop two chests 
of Madras Bupees for the use of that Kesidence. 

Eichard Beoher, Esq., Buxey, wanting money for the current expenses of 
the Factory. o 

Agreed, he he advanced ten thousand Madras Eupees out of the cash. 

The President wanting money for the use of the cash. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to supply him with M. Es. 10,000. 

The Buxey now lays before the Board a list of timbers offered for sale, with 
the prices annexed thereto, for our approbation. 

. Ordered him to purchase them esteeming them very reasonable. 

Mr. Edward Eyre being returned from the dispatch of the Wager reports 
to the Board that he delivered Captain Josiah Hindman his dispatches at 
Ingellee on the 5th instant, at which time she drew 18 feet . 2 inches and 17 
sabas, and now delivers in the following papers : — 

This letter to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, dated the 6th. 

Second and third Bills of Lading. 

Muster-roll of the Ship’s Company. 

Eepbrt of the guns, &e., by Captain Eichardman. 

Captain Sindman’s receipt for the packets. 

The Store-keeper now brought in his own account for the month of 
October. 

Ordered it to he delivered the Accomptant for examination. 

The Buxey acquainting the Board that he finds a very great difficulty in 
procuring bricklayers for carrying on the Company’s business on account of 
their smallness of their pay. 
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Agreed, that lie augment their wages ten gundacs each per diem. 

The Export Warehouse-keeper informs the Board that immediately after the 
arrival of the last party from Dacca, he sent down the river several light boats 
with divers, &c., were returned without success after sweeping that part of the 
river and narrowly searching the shore on each side for some distance on each 
side the creeks. However, as some days were passed after the loss of these 
boats before intelligence would he given to the Governor and Council, he 
apprehended the inhabitants of that part of the country near Baratolla might 
have been beforehand and recovered some part if not the whole of those bales, 
and accordingly gave strict charge to his servants to enquire diligently if any 
of this cloth was exposed to sale or should at any time be ordered to Calcutta, 
which has been attended with some success, having found in possession of 
dilTerent (chiefly Narraham Biswas) near one hundred pieces of cloth with the 
Company's mark thereon, much damaged by the salt water which he now 
produces to the Board and desires Narraham Biswas may be sent for to give, 
an account in what manner he obtained the same, it appearing to him by the 
best intelligence he can gain an affair of much knavery and collusion. He 
adds that the reason why this affair was not sooner laid before the Board was 
the hopes of regaining some farther part of this cloth which might have been 
frustrated had ho made the affair public on first notice, the several pieces now 
produced being taken on different people and at different times. All of whom 
have given security in the Cutchcry for their personal appearance. 


Ordered, they may ho summoned to attend the Board on Thursday the 18th 
instant. 


C. Bs. a. p. 

An interest note in the name o£ Joykissen being tendered 
for payment, dated the lOth April 1750, for 
principal ........ 4,834! 0 0 

Interest for 2 years S months 1C days . . . 10,550 10 0 


58,790 10 0 


Ordered, the Committee oE Treasury to discharge the same, the note being 
cancelled at the Board. 


C. Bs. a. p. 

An interest note in the name of hir. John Zephr. Holwell 
being tendered for payment, dated 26th October 1752, 
for ......... 8,509 8 6 

Interest for 2 months 11 days . . . , 151 0 9 


8,660 9 8 


Ordered, the Committee of Treasury to pay the same, the note being can- 
celled at the Board. 


C. Bs. a. p. 

Cancelled an interest note to Mr. Alexander Carvalhe, dated 

the 10th December 1751, forprinoipal . . . 5,450 0 0 

Interest for 1 year ...... 490 8 0 


5,940 8 0 


Renewed the same with interest thereon for a year. 

The Import Warehouse-lceeper now brought in the reports of lead and 
copper per ships Admiral Vernon and Qhesterfieldt in which the following 
deficiencies — 

Mds. Seers. Oh. Mds. Seers. Ch. 


Copper per Admiral Vernon 
j, „ CheeterfieU 

Lead ,> Admiral Vernon 


7 

14 


34 

28 


0 

4 


22 

5 


22 

85 


4 

0 


Ordered him to demand the amount thereof from the respective Captains, 
and his report to he entered after this Consultation. r ' . 
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The Export 'Warehouse-keeper lays his bill before the Board for cowries 
purchased, on account the Hoh’ble Company amounting to Rs. 5,000. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay the same. 

Ordered the Import Warehouse-keeper to deliver out goods bought at 
outcry to the amount of Current Rs. l,076-2i-3, that sum being accounted as 
follows : — 

C. Rs. a p. 

Omicliand’s account debited £ov 9,617 8 9 

llada Kisseu Mullick's ditto ...... 1,146 9 6 

10,764 a 3 


ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 
E. H. CRTJTTENDEN. 

0. MANNINGHAM. 
RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 
EDWARD EYRE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


At a Consultation, Pkesent: 

The Hon’ble Booer Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Cruxtbndbn, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Bboher. 

William Erankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book o£ Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation o£ the 8th instant being wrote £air \vas now read, approved, and signed. 

On the 10th instant we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca, 
dated the 4ith, enclosing invoice of 61 bales of cloth and on bundle of musters 
amounting to Current Rs. 81,655-1-6 dispatched to us that day under the care 
of Sergeant William Starke, a Corporal, and eight men. 

The Export Warehouse-keeper acquainting the Board that Captain 
Edmund Cooke had refused taking the cowries directed to be laden on board 
the Admiral Vernon, Captain Cooke was now called in and asked his reasons 
why he refused lading the cowries on board his ship. He replied they were 
always attended with a prodigious loss by pilferage, &c., which his owners, &c., 
were obliged to make good, that it kept the ship from being cleared many days 
after her cargoe was undoaded, and that the Hon’ble Company by washing and 
picking them made them turn out very short in weight ; these reasons put 
together rendered it rather prejudicial to his owners than advantageous, and 
therefore he did not choose to receive any on his ship. 

Our Hon’blo Masters having expressly directed ten tons of cowries to be 
laden on each of their ships homeward bound, we ordered the Secretary to 
prepare a protest against Captain Cooke for refusing to take any on board the 
Admiral Vernon. 
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Captain ■ Kioliard Drake sent in a request for 4 nine-ponnders for tke 
security of his sliip in his country voyage. 

Ordered the Military Store-keeper to comply with his request and that it 
ho entered after this Consultation. 

The Buxoy delivers in the charges general for November with the vouchers 
for the several disbursements therein contained. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it. 

The President now brought in the cash account for the month of Decem- 
ber, the balance of which was Current B.s. 670-6 in the following species, 
viz . : — 


M.Rs. a. p. M.Rs. a. p. 

Madras . . . ' . . . 518 0 0 

Sattn 10 per cent. . . . . 51 12 9 


569 12 0 

Cowries ...... 0 9 3 570 6 0 


Ordered the same to pass, errors excepted and to be entered after this Con- 
sultation. 

Pour months’ ground rent being demanded by the Phousdar of Hughley 


and the same being due the 31st ultimo, viz . — 

M.Rs. a. p. 

Calcutta . 825 0 0 

Govcndporc Ficar 70 0 0 

Govindporo, Calcutta 30 0 0 

Indies 180 


426 8 0 


Ordered the President to pay the same out of the cash. 

Captain Paul Philip Polier now attended the Board and represent that his 
men were daily deserting from the place, having lost within eight or ten days 
sixteen of his soldiers, some of whom were of his o;vn town and men whom he 
thought he would have placed the greatest confidence in ; that the Prench by 
indirect methods entice them away and send them to Pondicherry; that the open 
situation of the town makes it impossible for him to prevent them going off, and 
he is apprehensive the rest may follow their example very shortly if not timely 
prevented, and therefore proposes that the Company’s intentions of sending 
out these soldiers may not be entirely frustrated, and the expense they have 
been at on that account rendered fruitless to reconduct them to the coast, 
where they may be better kept from deserting and render our Hon’ble Masters 
more service. 

Having taken this proposal into consideration, and thinking it for the 
Company’s interest that they should be returned to the coast to prevent their 
deserting to the Prench — 

Agreed that Captain Polier do reconduct his ofBcers and men thither on 
the Godolphin, Captain Hutchinson. 

Mr. Holwell informing the Board that Captain Edmund Cooke refused to 
receive four small casks of mangoes sent as a present from Mr. Watts to his 
friends though he had given a permit for themr— 

Ordered the Secretary to direct Captain Cooke to receive them on board. 
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Port 'William, tlie 16th January 1763. 

At a CoNstrLTATioK', Pkesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Rogee Dhakb, Esq., President. 

The WoESi^. Edwaed Holden Oetjttenden, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manninqham. 

Richard Becher. 

William Prakkland. 

WiLLiASi Maceett. 

Edttaed Elbe. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book o£ Stnndmg' Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation o£ the 11th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

William Hutchison for 0. Rs. 9,996-12-3, payment to Captain James 
Braton, or order is £1-1,224!- 14-8. 

A sett to Edward Eyre, Esq., for C. Rs. 444-7, payment to Richard Eyre, 
Esq., or order is £450. 

Mr. John Wood sent in a petition to the Board setting forth that he was 
surprized to hear we refused signing a pass for a vessel of his last Council day ; 
that as the vessel was now almost ready to sail, he must again request the pass 
may be granted ; that he begged leave to observe the Hon^ble Company bad 
thought proper to allow him all the privileges of a free merchant in India, viz.y 
to dwell at either of the Bresidencys with free liberty to use any trade or com- 
merce in the way of a merchant within the limits of their charter. That the 
objection he had heard of free merchants not being entitled to a pass is unless 
he goes to sea himself, was groundless, especially if it is considered that it seems 
equally cogent against a Company’s servant having a pass when their indentures 
were impartially compared ; that as the giving Dustick to a free merchant is 
annulled, if granting a pass is also refused, the privilege of a free merchant is 
reduced to that of a foreigner or indeed of the meanest black fellow, which he 
humbly presumes was never intended by the Hon’ble Company when they 
granted those Indentures ; that a ^'eat and unavoidable loss must happen if 
this pass is refused, which he thinks he ought not to sustain, and therefore he 
hopes we shall but think it reasonable to comply with his request and grant 
him a pass for the JBonetta Ketch. 

Having duly considered the contents of this petition, the opinion of the 
Board was thereupon required, when — 

Mr. Holwell gave it as his opinion that neither Mr. Wood or any free 
merchant is entitled to a pass by the tenour of their Indentures, for if that is 
admitted, a free merchant by lending his name only without any capital of his 
own and by the assistance and concern of the natives may always set voyagejs 
afoot to the utter destruction of the trade of the Settlement in general and a 
certain injiuy to every gentleman in the service, which he is convinced was never 
the intention of our Hon’ble Masters. He thinks besides that the foreign 
trade of the Settlement is now become by much too general to the injury of 
each individual, and calls loudly for every laudable and just measure in our 
power to restrain the same within necessary bounds. The Indentures of a free 
merchant in his opinion entitles him only to the same liberties and indulgences 
of trade enjoyed by the natives under the Company’s protection, which indul- 
gences he thinks are very extraordinary, and that restraining them from passes 
by no means excludes them from trading to any port witmh the Company’s 
limits. 
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Mr. Eyre is of tlie same opinion as Mr. Holwcll. 

Mr. Mackett is of opinion that free merchants from the tenour of their 
Indentures have a right to a pass when the Board can grant one without pre- 
judice to the Hon’ble Company’s affairs or to their Settlement in general. 

Mr. Erankland thinks that the intent and design of free merchants* 
Indentures is to grant the persons indulged with them by our Hpn’ble Masters 
their leave and protection to reside in India, and to entitle them to all the 
liberties and indulgences of trade to all parts and ports of India as enjoyed by 
the natives under their protection, and that they arc the persons meant by our 
Hbn’ble Masters to have their leave for residing in India appears from their so 
frequently ordering us to send home all such as are not entitled to their pro- 
tection, but he does not conceive that Mr. Wood by the tenour of his Indentures 
is either entitled to dustick or a pass as he is pleased to think he is, but that 
the power of granting them is by our Hon’ble Masters lodged in their Presi- 
dent with the advice of His Council, for every free merchant entitled to a 
pass might always with the greatest ease procure voyage to be set afoot 
to the utter destruction of the trade of the Settlement in general and a certain 
injury to every gentleman in the service, which he is convinced was never the 
intention of our Hon’ble Masters, and he is confirmed in this his opinion by our 
Hon’ble Masters’ letter of the 17th June 1748, where they are pleased to grant 
the indulgence of enjoying the benefit of the dusticks to their own immediate 
covenanted servants, nor can he conceive a pass (which is a thing of so great 
consequence and of which we have lately seen so ill an use made with regard to 
the Mary, and as the Board no longer ago than the 9th October found it 
necessary to lay the granting them under great restrictions) ought to be granted 
to any person but with the greatest caution, much less than every person that 
has the Company’s protection to reside here has a right to demand them by 
being entitled to them as his dues. 

Mr. Becher is of opiniou that as the Company have thought proper to 
grant Mr. Wood the privilege of a free merchant, by whose Indentures there is 
the same privilege of trade as a Company’s servant which they have since 
restricted in relation to the dusticks and freight, but as they have never forbid 
their having a pass, he thinks he has an undoubted right to one. 

Mr. Manningbam gave it as bis opinion that even allowing free merchants 
entitled to demand a pass, yet he presumes the President and Council have a 
discretionary power of granting or refusing the same as circumstances present, 
and entirely agrees with Mr. Holwell in his reasons for the necessity of bring- 
ing the foreign trade under some proper limitations. He likewise begs leave 
refer to the minutes of Oounefi under date the 9th Ootoher, which was 
founded on a belief that some improper uses had been made of passes ; the trans- 
actions on board the Mary on the Malabar Coast last season will likewise 
demonstrate the necessity of our being more cautious and circumspect in the 
use of this privilege. 

M.r Cruttenden is of opinion neither Mr. Wood or any free merchants has 
the title to a pass, but a right from the Board, as the footing Mr. Wood’s letter 
puts the present affair oh, would he giving up the trade of the Settlement to 
■ttie absolute prejudice and ruin of the Honourable Company’s Covenanted ser- 
vants, a presumption he cannot without a further explanation from home think 
they are indulged with, and therefore does not consent to comply with the 
contents of Mr. Wood’s letter. 

The President is of opinion that free merchants by the tenour of their 
Indentures have a title to a pass, but that it is in the breast of the Board to 
retain the liberty of their trade if thought prejudicial to the Settlement in 
general. 

The majority of the Board being of opinion that no free merchants are 
entitled to demand a pass as their right — 

Agreed, that no pass in future he granted to any such ; and 

Ordered the Secretary to*put up our resolutions at the Port Gates in writ- 
ing ; hut in consideration Mr. Wood may have been in an error not believing 
any objection of this nature would be made, and having purchased the ship 
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and cargoo ■wliicli \ronld greatly detriment his fortune if a pass was refused 
resolved to grant Mr, "Wood his request for this vessel and his petition to he 
entered after this Consultation. 

Hanng laden on the Admiral Vernon what hales and saltpetre we designed 
to have put on her, and the general letters, invoices, and other papers necessary 
for her despatch being signed at the Board- 

Ordered, Mr. 'William Sumner to repair down to Ingellee and get the Bill® 
of Lading signed, and give Captain Cooke his despatches, and advise the Governor 
and Council of Port St. George of the time he despatched her, with her draught 
of water, and what else may be necessary ; and 

Agreed, that wo write to the gentlemen of Port St. George by this ship 
advising them of the receipt of their several letters per Oxford^ Bombay Qastle, 
Chesterfield ; that we now consign them the Admiral Vernon, Captain Edmund 
Cooke, to be filled up at that place, and that in a few days more we shall dis- 
patch tbe Chestei'Jield likewise half laden, that as they have desired the 
Castle may be sent to take in the surplus pepper, the gentlemen at PortMalbro* 
have advised them they shall have ready. "We shall despatch from hence very 
shortly to that purpose. That the Swiss Company of soldiers under the com- 
mand of Captain Paul Philip Polier deserting from us daily, we are come to a 
resolution of returning them the coast where this inconvenience may be better 
guarded against than at this place by reason of our open situation on the 
Oodolphin, Captain Hutchison, who will he consigned to them with a cargoe of 
grain on our Hon’blo Masters’ account. 

HOGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BBCHER. 

W. PRANKLAHD. 

W. MACKETT. 

EDWARD ETRE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


To the Hos'ble Koceii Drake, Esq., President and Governor of Port William, &c., Council. 
Hon'ble Sir atjd Sirs, 

Last Council day I heard udth much concern that a pass presented on my 
account for the Bonetta Ketch to the Gulf of Persia was refused to be 
si^'n’d. But as the vessel is now almost ready to sail (most part of her cargoe 
brnno" on board or ready to ship off), I must again request that the pass may be 
granted, and as I apprehend the refusal was entirely owing to some error in 
my way of applying for it, or to some wrong information, give me leave to 
observe first that the Hon’ble Company have thought proper to allow me all 
the privilege of a free merchant in India, viz., I dweh here or in Bombay 
or Madras, with free liberty to use any trade or commerce in the way of 
a merchant, or otherwise in any commodity, and to and from any ports within 
the limits of their charter. 

That trading in the way of a merchant or otherwise seems plainly to imply 
either to act as a principal ashore or to go to sea as aEactor, Supercargo or Com- 
mander. 

That therefore the obiection (which I have heard) of a free merchant 
not being entitled to a pass except he goes to sea himself is groundless, 
especially if it be considered that it seems equally cogent against a Company’s 
servant having a pass when their Indentures are impartially compared. 

That though by my Indentm’es I am seemingly entitled to request dusticks 
for inland trade and to carry freight to any port in India, yet as I am by the 
same covenant subjected to any other regulations the Hon’ble Company shall 
think fit to make, and as I am informed they have prohibited free merchants , 

36S F. D. 
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from having duaticks, and given all freight entirely to Tour Honour and Coun- 
cil, I entirely relinquish hotli one and the otlier. 

That thus far I thougt it incumhent upon mo to offer to Tour Honour, 
&c., in regard to matter of right, to which let me add to the consideration 
of Tour Honour and the Board that it is not my case alone that is now deter- 
mining but that of all free merchants. 

That as the giving dusticlts is annulled, if granting a pass is also refused, 
the privilege of a free merchant is reduced to that of a foreigner or indeed 
of tho meanest hlack fellow, viz., only to trade in the Company’s land 
dusticks or to go to sea if they have interest cnougli, which they all can do, 
and which I humbly presume is a much narrower hound than was ever 
intended by tho Hon*ble Company for free merchants ; ’tis indeed reducing 
it to almost nothing, whereas the Hon’blc Company that grants and those 
who sollicit and receive those Indentures think thorn valuable ; let mo add that 
a great unavoidable loss must happen if this pass is refused wliich, I think, 
I ought not to sustain. 

I will trouble Tour Honour, &c., no longer, hut only heg what I liave here 
urged may he kindly considered, and then I flatter myself Your Honour, &c., 
will think it very reasonable to grant my request of a pass for the 
Ketch to the Gulf of Persia, which will particularly oblige, 

Hou’hle Sir and Sirs, 
Tour most obedient servants 


Oalcutta, 

The 16th January 1763. 


JOHN WOOD. 


Port William, the I8th January 1763. 

At a Consultation, Peesent: 

The Bon’hle Bogee Deake, Esq., President. 

The Worshe. Edward Holden Oeuttenden, Esq. 

Messes. Charles Manninghah. 

Biohaed Beohee. 

William Peankland. 

William Maokbix. 

Edward Eyee. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book o£ Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultaiaon o£ the 15th was now read, approved, and signed. 

The Import Warehouse-keeper now brought in the account remains and 
indent of goods wanted anno 1763. 

Ordered, they lay on the table for examination. 

He likewise laid before the Board the Keport Survey of woollen goods per 
JBomhay Castle. 

Ordered him to demand the amount of the damage from Captain Thomas 
Brown, and his report to he entered after this Consultation. 
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He likewise delivered in tbe amount sales of sundrys out of tlie Retail 
Godown for tbe montb of November amounting to 0. Rs. 3,290-9-9. Particu- 
lars, CIS . — 






Yds. 

C. Bs. a. 

P- 

Broad-cloth by retail 

• 

• 

• 

98 8 

681 11 

0 

Ditto aurora by retail 

• 

• 

• 

5 12 

19 6 

4 

Ditto ordinary ditto . 

• 

• 

• 

39 8 

88 14 

0 

Velvetts ditto 

• 

• 

• 

11 14 

99 13 

0 

Triero ditto 

• 

• 

• 

3 0 

6 12 

0 

Brocade ditto . 

• 

• 

• 

8 12 

84 6 

0 

Bcrpcts, broad • 

• 

• 

• 

21 14 

27 5 

6 

Scarlet duffill . . . 

• 

• 

• 

12 0 

60 0 

0 

Pcrpets, ordinary . . 

• 

m 

• 

4 1 

8 8 

0 

Allupocn .... 

• 

• 

• 

15 0 

SO 0 

0 

Pi.'inncll .... 

• 

• 

• 

23 4 

26 2 

6 

Duroys in Ps. 4 . . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 34 0 

0 

Broad-cloth, fine, in Ps. 16 

• 

• 

» 

• 

.1,242 11 

9 

Ditto ordinary, in Pe. 18 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 866 15 

6 

Pcrpets, ordinary, in P. 1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 19 0 

0 


3,290 9 9 


Ordered tbe said account to pass, errors excepted, tbe amount 0. Rs. 
3,290-9-9 being paid into tbe Treasury. 

Ordered tbe President to pay out of tbe casb tbe amount of charges in tbe 
Import "Warebouse for tbe montb of November now delivered in by tbe Ware- 
bouse-Keeper being C. Rs. 2,112-15-6. 

Tbe President and Council of Port St. George having wrote very press- 
ingly for gunpowder — 

Agreed tbe Adjutant be sent to Hugbley to make enquiry if any can be 
purchased there. 

Tbe Export Warehouse-Keeper informing the Board that tbe turmeiick 
we formerly purchased is greatly inferior to muster — 

Agreed, it be returned on that account. 

The Collector of the Consulage acquaints tbe Board that on bis levying tbe 
usual consulage 2 per cent, on goods pmrcbased at and brought from Patna 
great complaints were made, those goods having come down by tbe King’s 
perwannab and paid tbe Government’s duty already, which are very exorbifamt 
and occasions a further charge of 2 per cenL to be insupportable. 

Having considered this complaint and esteeming it equitably as they can- 
not be brought into the place at present by our Dusticks, we are of opinion 
it is too great a hardship. 


Port William, tbe 22nd January 1758. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Draeb, Esq., JPresident. ^ 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manninghah. ) 

Richard Becher. 

William Prankland. 

William Maokett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 


The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 18th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Mr. Wilbam Sumner being retumd from tbe Admiral Vernon rep 
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the dispatch of that ship from Ihgellee, the i9th instant, \phen she drew 161- 
feet upon an even . He likewise delivered the following papers 

Copy of his letter to the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Muster Roll of the Ship’s Company. 

Admiral Vet'non, 2nd and 3rd Bills of Lading. 

Deputy Master Attendants report of the guns, &c. 

Copy of a Protest delivered by Captain Cooke for having nine guns defi- 
cient. 

Captain Cooke’s Receipt for the Packett. 

Yesterday we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca enclosed Manjis’s 
receipts for 61 hales and 1 bundle of cloth. 

Captain Thomas Brown sent in a letter to the Board, requested the damage 
of his woolen goods might be dispensed with by us or refer home' to the 
Hon’ble Company, on account of the stress of weather he met with ofE the 
eastern sands, at which time he and his officers protested in form, copy where- 
of he enclosed ; and that as his metals bad never been moved in his ship till they 
were taken out to be landed here, he apprehended some mistake in the 
invoice or that some roguery has been committed by the black fellows at this 
place. He therefore desired this might likewise be referred home and his Bill 
of Lading delivered. 

Ordered the said letter and copy of his protest be entered after this 
Consultation. 

Having considered the contents of Captain Brown’s letter and esteeming 
his protest of no validity now (the goods having been surveyed and no notice 
been ever taken of them till this juncture) — 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint him of our opinion and inform him that 
unless he accounts for his damage and deficienciess with agreeable to the 
Hon’ble Company’s orders for that purpose, his Bill of Lading will not be 
delivered up. „ 

The Adjutant being returned from Hughley with a muster of powder, and 
the Commandant having certified to the Board that he has made trial of it and 
thinks it pretty good — 

Agreed, that he be sent up with Rs. 4,000 to purchase it, the price being 
very reasonable. 

The Military Store-keeper now brought in his account for the month of 
December. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it ; and 

Ordered the President do advance him M. Rs. 3,000 out of the cash. 

Thomas Coales, Esq., Sheriff, now sent in his bill for the allowances due’to 
him and his officers for the month of December amounting to C. Rs. 120-2-3. 

Ordered the President do pay the same out of the cash. 

Having but a small quantity of gunpowder in garrison and esteeming the 
salutes of our own coimtry ships expensive and unnecessary — 

Resolved that in future the fort return no salutes to any of our country 
ships. 

Captain Stevens of the Oxford having requested 20 tons of saltpetre 
(exclusive of Charter Party Tonnage) for the stiffning his ship, and the gentle- 
men at the coast having wrote very pressingly for powder, which we cannot 
supply them with (there being scarce any in the garrison and no saltpetre to 
make any) — 

Agreed, that the purchase the quantity of 1,500 bags now offered us from 
Chandernagur notwithstanding the price is so high as it is not procurable else- 
where and our present occasions very pressing. 
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Cancelled and renewed an interest note in tlie name of Messrs. Watts and 

/ 

Amyatt, dated the 2nd December 1751 for P. Bs. 12,000 
Interest, 1 year . . .• „ « 1,080 

18,080 

The Accomptant lays before the Board the account earninge of the Hon’ble 
Company’s sloop to the 30th April last with their several open account current, 
which having been usefully examined, and the Superintendent of the Marine 
consulted in regard to the present value of each sloop, which being inserted and 
the difference wrote off to profit and loss the accounts were closed. 

Ordered them to he entered after this Consultation. 

Mir Abzed at Patna having wrote a letter to the President, he lays it before 
tim Board, the contents of which are that he has hitherto taken care of our 
Pactory and paid the peon’s wages, hut has never been reimbursed ; that our 
Pactory is in a very had condition and daily growing worse for want of repair ; 
that Pmidgumsing and other peons are now going down to receive the wages 
duo to them, who will inform us more particularly, and desires our orders if the 
Pactory is to he repaired or not. 

Ordered the President to pay to Patna peons 14i months’ wages (due to 
them) by Bill of Exchange as negociated last year. 

Granted two setts of hills to Mr. George Gray — one payable to Messrs. 
.Tohnstone and Tothcringliam for £120-7-6 or Es. 1,069-15-9 ; the other payable 
to Mr. Henry Allen or order for £965-16-10 or Es. 8,496-6, which sums were 
made good as follows ; — 

C. Rs. a. p. 

Endorsed off .n nolo to IMcssrs. Gray and Fullerton, dated 
28rd March, for P. Rs. *1, 815-4-9 .... 4,815 4 9 

Endorsed off a note to Mr. George Gray, dated 34th June, 
for Us. 1,110-8-G 1,110 8 6 

Endorsed off a note to^lr. George Gray, dated 18th July, for 
P. Rs. 4,000 3,670 8 9 

; Endorsed off a note to Messrs, Gray and Graham, dated the 

3 1st December 1753, for P. Rs. 13,993-13-9 . , 1,069 15 9 


Total . 9,566 5 9 


Granted the following Bills of Exchange to the underwritten persons, the 
amount being'paid into the Treasury, vis . — 

To Captain Sam Dutton for £ , payable to Captain Best or order 

at two-thirds, is Es. 388. 

To Mr. Peter Amyatt for £3,466-10-6 payable to William Barwell, Esq., 
or order at two-thirds, is Es. 30,813-8-9. 

To Captain Paul Philip Polier for £40 payable to Mr. James Sassier or 
order at two-thirds, is Es. 366-9. 

To Mr. Thomas Cooke for £90 payable to Mr. Miles Barnes or order at 
two-thirds, is Es. 800. 

To ditto for £38-16, payment to Captain Eichard Thelwall or order at 
two-thirds, is Es. 300. 

To Mr. Peter Amyatt for £43-7-10, payment to Mr. Barwell, Esq., or 
order at two-thirds, is Es. 386-11-6.*^ 

To Mr. Eichard Becher for £80, payment to Mr. David Pindlay or order 
at two-thirds, is Bs. 711-1-9. 
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The following notes being rendered for payment, vis.- 


One to Govindrnm Bauboo, dated the 8th Janu- 
ary 1751 for . , . , 

Interest, 1 year and 3 days 


One to Messrs. Watts and Amyiatt, account 
Wm. Barwell, Esq., dated I4th May, 
for P. Bs 

Interest, 7 months 27 days . 

One to ditto ditto account ditto, dated Olh 

April 1762 

Interest, 9 months 2 days . 

One to ditto ditto account ditto, dated 7th 
hiay •*«■••• 

Interest, 8 months 4 days . 

One to Gochurn, dated 27th December 1750 

for • . 1 • • • • 

interest, 12 years and 14 days 


f). lls. 

a. 

P- 

3,816 

0 

0 

846 

3 

3 

6,237 

8 

6 

369 

9 

3 

799 

8 

3. 

54 

6 

0 

1,384 

G 

9 

84 

7 

3 

1,000 

0 

0 

183 

8 

0 


4,161 8 3 


0,607 1 9 


853 14 3 


1,468 14 0 


1,183 8 0 
14,274 9 0 


Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay the same, the interest notes 
being now cancelled at the Board. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasmy likewise to pay Messrs. William Watts 
and Peter Amyatt the sum of Rs. 21,885-10-9, that sum being ended off their 
note, dated the 9th April 1762, for P. Rs. 23,822-12. 

Having laden on the Dnrrington what saltpetre had left and all her freight 
being on the way down to her — 

Agreed, Mr. Thomas Bellamy do proceed to Ingellee to get her Bills of 
Lading signed and give Captain Drakes his despatches, and that we write to the 
President and Council of Bombay by her, that we have laden in her 3,072 bags 

of saltpetre as per Invoice and Bill of Lading amounting to C. Rs. ; that 

there is 360 hags short of what they indented for, hut that we thought it more 
advisable to send her away without them than to detain her for so small a 
quantity ; that we are in great want of gunpowder for the use of our own 
garrison, and the gentleman at the coast have wrote pressingly to he supplied 
with some from hence, and therefore we repeat our request for a large quantity 
as soon as they can send it us. That we request they will forward by any good 
conveyances what surplus cash they can spare as early as possible for the 
benefit of our investment the ensuing year ; that we desire they will detain this 
ship no longer than is absolutely necessary. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

EDWARD EYRE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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, Port William, tlie 24jtli January I'FSS. 

At a Oonstjltatiok, Piiesisnt: 

The Hon’ble Roger Brake, Esq., JPresident. •: 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Crdttenden, Esq. , 

Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

William Erankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book of Skniulinp: Orders Isij'ing on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 22nd instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Mr. John Knox Holder of the Arrack Earm sent in a petition to the Board 
setting forth the hardships he laboured under by the excessive dearness of rice 
and jaggarce at present in the place, by reason whereof he had been almost de- 
prived of any rent for his arrack of late, several of the sellers being reduced to 
the necessity of shutting up their shops; that he was in a manner deprived of 
the usual advantages of supplying the shipping by the late largo importation and 
low price of Batnira arrack, from all which he is apprehensive he may become 
insolvent and unable to pay the Company’s license, and therefore he lays his 
case before the Board that some measures may be taken to prevent the Com- 
pany being any sufferers by him. 

Ordered, his petition to be entered after this Consultation, and Mr. Knox 
being sent for was directed to make a statement upon oath of the difference of 
the price of rice, jaggarcc, &c., now and in former years, with the present con- 
sumption and that of some years past. 


Eort William, the 1st Eebruary 1753. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., Frosident. 

Tub Worshr. Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq. 

IklEssRS. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

William Erankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of Iho 80th January being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

This morning we received a letter from Mr. W. McGuire, dated at Bulram- 
gurry, the ',24!th January, acquainting us of his having taken charge of that ^ 
Eactory as delivered over ! by Mr. Kelsall and the two chests of treasure for^;, 
warded by us on ,the Belvidera sloop ; that he had sent to Olmorra for th 



16 


musters of the goods proeurahlo there ; that he was in immediate want of a long 
boat, and requested we should supply him with one, and that several of tlie 
weavers who resided at Ballasore have brought their looms into thePactory, 
and the few who remain declare they shall he obliged to throw in theirs and. 
quit the place on account of the great scarciiy of rice and provisions of all', 
kinds occasioned by the. devastations of the Morattoes, on wliicli account lie 
desires we will send him 1,D00 or 2,000 maunds of rice on the .Hon'ble Com- 
pany’s account. . 


Port William, the 5th Pehruary 1753. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq. 

. Messrs. Charles Manninghaiu. 

Richard Beohbr. 

William Prankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Boob of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 1st instant being wrote fair was now rojid, approved, and signed. 

The Superintendent of the Marine lays before the Board the account of 
the Hon’ble Company’s Marine expenses for December. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it. 

The Import Warehouse-Keeper delivers in his account of goods sold at 
retail in the month of December, particulars, viz . — 







Yds. C. Ks. a. 

P* 

Broad-cloth, fine, by retail 

• 

9 

• 

• 

70-12 576 2 

0 

Broad-cloth, ordinary . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

5-8 12 6 

0 

Velvets 

• 


• 

• 

150-14 1,300 11 

9 

Brocade . ■ . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0-8 20 0 

0 

Broad perpets, fine 

• 

• 

• 

• 

8-0 16 0 

0 

Broad ditto, ordinary . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

37-0 46 4 

0 

Flannel, by retail; 

• 

• 

• 

f 

17-10 20 5 

3 

Frieze 

% 

• 

• 

• 

2-8 . 5 10 

0 

Ferpets, fine . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

12-0 18 0 

0 

Dnroys, 3 pre. . . 

• 

9 

• 

• 

48 0 

.0 

Cai-pets, 1 . . 

• 

9 

• 

• 

... 65 0 

0 

Broad-cloth, fine, 4 prs. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

264 8 

0 






2,381 15 

0 


The Export Wai’ehouse-Eeeper informing us of the delay of the merchants 
in bringing in their cloth, we sent for them and enquhed why they were so late 
this year before they delivered in the amount of their contracts ? To which they 
replied that their goods had left the Aurungs a great while, and would have , 
arrived here in proper time, had not the exorbitant exactions of the Chokeys 
occasioned them to make this delay : that what used formerly to come down 



in ten days ^as now twenty days On its way. But that they were in hopes the 
goods would arrive soon enough to he shipped on the board the Oanford, 


3?ort William, tiie 22nd Pehruary 1763. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Oruttenden, Esq. 

MESSRS. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Beoher. 

William Erankland. 

William AIackett. 

Edward Etre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 19th being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

This morning wereeeived a letter from the gentlemen at Daeca enclosing 
their papers for Europe. 

Thomas Coales, Esq., Sheriff, sent in his hill for allowances due to him 
and his officers for December amounting to C. Rs. ISO- 

Agreed, the President do pay the same out of the cash. 

The Adjutant now delivered in his account current of guhpowder pur- 
chased for the use of Madras Presidency. 

Ordered it to he entered after this Consultation, the balance being paid 
him out of the cash. 

Mr. Peter Amyatt being returned from the dispatch of the Chesterfield 
sent in a letter to the Board reporting his proceedings therein, and informing 
us that on his return he met with a severe gale of wind off the River Hulda 
which drove the Cossr Budgrow (in which he went down) from her anchors 
upon a lee-shor, where they were obliged to leave her. And that he was after- 
wards informed the Lion Budgrow (who could not reach the ship) was. 
aground on Kedjeree Point. 

Ordered, his letter be entered after this Consultation ; and 

Directed the Superintendent of the Marine to send down proper assistance 
to recover those Budgrows if possible. 

Having taken into consideration Mr. Holwell^s motion of last Council day 
about sending a junior servant to Patna Eactory, we are of opinion . the send- 
ing any one or two persons thither can be of no benefit to the Company, but 
on the contrary inake us liable to the exaction of what these country people 
term yearly presents. Therefore, unless our Hon’ble Masters Sho^d think 
proper to order the re-establishment of that Eactory whereby they may 
benefit by trade, we do not esteem it for their interest at present to send any 
one up. . 

The Export Warehouse-Keeper acquainting the Board that the people on 
whom the Company’s cloth that was lost coming from Dacca was -taken, were 
attending without, we sent for them in and 

Narraton Biswass being asked how he came by those pieces that were 
found on him, replied that a mangee brought him bundle of cloth which he 
advanced him 180 rupees upon, but had never examined the cloth, nor knew 
that it belonged to the Company. 

363 F,D.. 
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The Mange© being fclioii called in was aslced, wliere lie got this cloth and 
why carried it to Naraton Biswass, to which he answered, that he found it off 
Barratola, brought it up hero and carried part of it to Naraton Biswass’s house 
(who was bis neighbour.). That he took up of him Es. 180 on that account, 
Es. 80 of which and 10 pieces of cloth ho divided among , his dandies, which 
they afterwards sold to Severam and Monderam for a trifle. 

As it seems very clear to us that Naraton Biswass would never have ad- 
vanced any money upon a deposit from a Mangee without first examining if it 
was of a value equal to what he lent, and therefore could not avoid seeing the 
Company’s mark on the cloth, which case he ought to have given proper inform- 
ation to the Warehouse-Keeper. 

Agreed, he be fined the value of the cloth found on liim if he does not 
within the space of a month trace out where the remainder of the cloth left on 
its way from Dacca is, and in such a manner as to be by us recoverable. 

Agreed, likewise, that Severam and Monderam make good to the Company 
the value of the 10 pieces of cloth they bought from the dandies. And that 
the Mangee do refund the Es. 180 he received of Naraton Biswass ; and 

Ordered the Jemindar to take them' into confinement till they have paid 
their several fines. 


Port William, the 15th March 1753. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Eogee Deakb, Esq., Fresideni, 

The Wobshe. Edwaed Holden Cehttenden, Esq. 

Messes. Charles Manningham. 

Eichabd Bechee. 

William; Pbankland. 

William Maokeit. 

Edward Eyre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

This being the day appointed for the sale of the Hon’ble Company’s 
woolen goods, &c., they were accordingly put up on the usual established 
terms at the following prices, being 15 per cent, on the invoice from Europe, 

viz . — 



Bs. 

a. .] 

P- . 


'Broad-cloth, ordinary , • . • • 

. 48 

0 

0 

per piece. 

Perpets, ordinary, of different colours . 

. 18 

0 

0 

do. 

Broad perpets, fine , . • • • 

. 47 


0 

do. 

, Bo. do. ordinary .... 

. 81 

0 

0 

do. 


But there being no bidders on any of them at those prices, and our 
TToii’ble Masters in the 42nd paragraph of their commands per Godolphin, 
date the 8th January 1752, having- directed they should not he sold 
under the above premium of 15 per cent, on the invoice from Europe. 
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Agreed, they be hept for the present and try’d again some time hence 
"when a better prospect of sale may oflcer, 

EOGEE DEAKB, Junior. 

E. H. CEUTTENDEN. 

0. MANmNGHAM. 
EIOHAED BEOHEE. 

W. EEANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

EDWAED EYEE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


Port William, the 23rd April 1763. 

At a Co2?stjIiTATION, Present: 

The Hon’ble Eoger Drake, Esq., JBresidenL 
The Worshr. Edward Holden Cruttbnden, Esq. 
Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Eich&rd Becher. 

William Frankland. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Eyre, 

John Zbph. Holwell. 


The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

^ The Consultation of the ISth instant being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and 

signed. 

The President acquaints, the Board that he was sometime ago^ encouraged 
by Coja Wazeed’s Gomastah to apply to his master for the provision of salt- 
petre instead of contracting with Omichund for that article, by which means 
we should save the 2 annas per maund, acknowledged by Omichund to be 
allowed him. That he had accordingly applied to Coja Wazeed esteeming it for 
the Hon’ble Company’s interest to procure this article from the original pur- 
chaser at Patna. That Coja Wazeed’s Gomastah is now on the spot, and might 
be enquired of by the Board. 
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■ Tort William; the aOfch April 1'733. 

At A. COKSULTATION, Pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Rogee Deakb, Esq., President. 

. The Woeshe. Edwaed Holden Oehttenden, Esq. 
Messes. Chaeles Manningham. 

E-iohaed Beohee. 

William Peankland. 

William Maokbtt. 

Edwaed Eyee. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 


The Book oE Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation oE the 23rd instant being wrote fair, was now read, approved, and signed. 

noiaWazeed’s Gomastah bang returned to Hughley, one Hurruokeliani a 

f nf+birtilace attended the Board in his behalf, and acquainted us that 
resident of this p^c^ ^tenae^ ^ contracting with us 

^ ^e“ to ^™e tor the delivery of 51.000 mannds at Oal- 

’.ho months of Sentemher and January at the rate of Arcot Es. 

Tm S* maunV That Ceja Wazeed wanted no money to he advaneed 
5-14i per jjaoTOiy interest for the amount from the day of 

teforethedehve^jtaYStoVumidkehand) wonld sign the Teep f or 
ir^le tu\l terms with the penalty in ease of f^ug in the oontraet , 

Omiehund was then sent tor and inf ormed of toe prwrt of Com Wazeed’s 
Umiennutt ^ say thereto ? To which he replied— That when 

Sst^madfapplicatton to Wazeed for tMs petre, he could not by any means 
he lirst maae app Eactory maund, which he 

engage bS of, and offered to have the contract drawn out in his name 

acquainted the Boartt or, ana President 

for a consideration of 2 ^ 

(with 6-l/per Eactory maund, which Wazeed by letter had informed 

petre at A. Rs. o ga^ed .the Hon’ble Company a great sum of 

miffht have an appearance to his disadvantage, he was wilhng to 
money, and mifftnav^ of 2 a^s per maund, which he had before demanded, 
forego the consi V maund, or even for less if we 

and 3 ° (thouSi he should he a certain sufferer), that he might obviate 

inv^fnsnicion of his collusive dealing. 

^ tr ^ ipouainted him that as the President had gone so far and 

^®?w^th Wazeed to contract at Es. 6-14 instead of Es. 6-2, we expected 
prevailed price if he desired the contract to run in his name, 

w Yi°^reilied that he would provide the petre at A. Es. 6-13 per Eactory maund, 

Sou-h^brttatmeaushcshouldbeasufferm 

we oousider of his answer next Thursday. 

J" T r. TTnlwell desires the consideration of the Board to a letter he 

■ ?‘?-^°^Lm'^ c‘omriSg ”toe insolent hehaviour of Mr. John Wood in 
lays ''®f?f®,I?®!J;re^Irom his custody hy a warrant of the Mayor’s Court, 
taking our orders in compelling Mohunpursaud to abide hy 

StMaun&S or pay the penalty of his arhitratdon hond. 
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Ordered the said letter he entered after this Consultation, and directed Mr. 
■Wood to attend us immediately. 

Mr. John Wood attending the Board pursuant to our orders, was asked by 
what authority he took Mohunpursaud from the Zemindar’s custody and- im- 
prisoned him in his own house as set forth in Mr, Holwell’s letter? He 
replied that Mohunpursaud came to his house without being sent for, and in- 
formed him he was taken into custody by the Zemindar, and ordered to pay a 
sum of Rs. 3,000 on account of a dispute between him and a Pytan Merchant; 
that the scandal of being sent to the Cutcherry would oblige him to leave the 
place, as it would he impossible for him to show his face after such an igno- 
miny. Upon which he bid Mohunpursaud go into his compting house, and as 
he was largely indebted to him, he thought himself obliged to take every legal 
method in his power to secure his own property, and therefore shut the door of 
his compting house and took the key in his pocket and went directly to the 
Mayor’s Court, where ho affiled a hill of complaint against Mohunpursaud, and 
obtained from that Court a warrant to arrest his person. That the assertion of 
his having locked the door of his compting house was false ; nor did Mr. Hol- 
well’s peons once demand the man of . him. That if he had done an illegal ac- 
tion, he was ready to answer it at the Mayor’s Court if he was prosecuted. 
Upon being asked if he did not know that Mohunpursaud was under the arrest 
and custody of the Zemindar’s peons ? He denied it at first, but afterwards 
replied, he was not ’to know that. 

The Zemindar’s peons were then called in and interrogated before Mr. 
Wood about this transaction, who gave the following account ; That after 
Mohunpursaud went into Mr. Wood’s house, they two had some private dis- 
course together, and soon after Mr.. Wood thrust him into his compting house, 
locked the door and carried the key with him. That as he was going to the Com’t 
House, they ran after him and demanded Mohunpursaud might he delivered 
them, who replied that whoever pay lum thirteen or fourteen thousand rupees, 
which he owed liim, should have him. 

Mr. Wood being desired to withdraw, we took into consideration the whole 
of his behaviour in this transaction, and are of opinion it has been highly in- 
solent and in contempt of the authority of this Board ; and as such an unprece- 
dented manner of acting requues the severest example should be made of him 
(to deter any others in future from doing the like), and having forfeited by this 
proceeding all indulgences and privileges allowed him by the Hon’ble Com- 
pany in his Indentures as a free merchant — 

Agreed, therefore, that he be directed to prepare to return to Europe by 
the first shipping of this season, and that in the meantime engages himself in 
no fresh transactions of trade of any kind whatever ; and 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint him of our determination and direct him 
to pay an obedience thereto. 


To tbe Hon’bls Sooer Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c.. Council. 
Hon’BLn Sin & Sirs, 

In obedience to your commands on Consultation of the 18th instant 
touching Mr. Manningham’s award of arbitration in the dispute between 
Abdel Nubby Cawn and Mohunpursaud, I sent for the parties the next 
day and explained to them the purport of the award and your orders 
to me to put the same in execution, then gave Mohunpursaud two days to 
determine whether he would abide by the award or pay the penalty of three thou- 
sand Arcot Rupees submitted to by both parties in their bonds of arbitration. At 
the expiration of the two days he came to me and made (what appeared to me) 
evasive and trifling objections to his complying with either, however, as I had 
taken a fresh sufficient security for his appearance, I thought there was no 
material objection to indulging him with a few days’ fm’ther consideration, hut 
not hearing more from him, I sent one of my Jemmantdars on Thursday last to 
signify to him, unless he submitted to the award or penalty (with Tour Honour, 
&c., fm’ther orders therein) on Saturday, that I would absolutely imprison him. 
On Saturday morning about 8, he came to me and told me he would not 
comply with either, on which I ordered him to be immediately imprisoned in 

363 F. D. 
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tlie dispatch of that ship from Ihgellee, the IDth instant, -when she drew 161- 
feet upon an even . He likewise delivered the following papers : — 

Copy of his letter to the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Muster Roll of the Ship’s Company. 

Admiral Vernon, 2nd and 3rd Bills of Ladii^. 

Deputy Master Attendants report of the guns, &o. 

Copy of a Protest delivered by Captain Cooke for having nine guns defi- 
cient. 

Captain Cooke’s Receipt for the Paokett. 

Yesterday we received a letter from the gentlemen at Dacca enclosed Manjis’s 
receipts for 61 bales and 1 bundle of cloth. 

Captain Thomas Brown sent in a letter to the Board, requested the damage 
of his woolen goods might be dispensed with by us or refer home- to the 
Hon’ble Company, on account of the stress of weather he met with ofE the 
eastern sands, at which time he and his officers protested in form, copy where- 
of he enclosed ; and that as his metals bad never been moved in his ship till they 
were taken out to be landed here, he apprehended some mistake in the 
invoice or that some roguery has been committed by the black fellows at this 
place. He therefore desired this might likewise be referred home and his Bill 
of Lading delivered. 

Ordered the said letter and copy of his protest be entered after this 
Consultation. 

Having considered the contents of Captain Brown’s letter and esteeming 
his protest of no validity now (the goods having been surveyed and no notice 
been ever taken of them till this juncture) — 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint him of our opinion and inform him that 
unless he accounts for his damage and deficienciess with agreeable to the 
Hon’ble Company’s orders for that purpose, his Bill of Lading will not be 
delivered up. ^ 

The Adjutant being returned from Hughley with a muster of powder, and 
the Commandant having certified to the Board that he has made trial of it and 
thinks it pretty good — 

Agreed, that he be sent up with Rs. 4 j, 000 to purchase it, the price being 
very reasonable. 

The Military Store-keeper now brought in his account for the month of 
December. 

Ordered the Accomptant to examine it j and 

Ordered the President do advance him M. Rs. 3,000 out of the cash. 

Thomas Ooales, Esq., Sheriff, now sent in his bill for the allowances due’to 
him and his officers for the month of December amounting to C. Rs. 120-2-3. 

Ordered the President do pay the same out of the cash. 

Having but a small quantity of gunpwder in gamson and esteeming the 
salutes of our own country ships expensive and unnecessary — 

Resolved that in future the fort return no salutes to any of our country 
ships. 

Captain Stevens of the Oxford having requested 20 tons of saltpetre 
(exclusive of Charter Party Tonnage) for the stiffning his ship, and the gentle- 
men at the coast having wrote very pressingly for powder, which we caimot 
supply them with (there being scarce any in the garrison and no saltpetre to 
make any) — 

Agreed, that the purchase the quantity of 1,500 bags now offered us from 
Chanclernagur notwithstanding the price is so high as it is not procurable else- 
where and our present occasions very pressing. 
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Ordered the said letter be entered after this Consultation, and directed Mr. 
Wood to attend us immediately. 

Mr. John Wood attending the Board pursuant to our orders, "was asked by 
what authority he took Mohunpursaud from the Zemindar’s custody and- im- 
prisoned him in his own house as set forth in Mr. Holwell’s letter? He 
replied that Mohunpursaud came to his house without being sent for, and in- 
formed. him he was taken into custody by the Zemindar, and ordered to pay a 
sum of Rs. 3,000 on account of a dispute between him and a Pytan Merchant; 
that the scandal of being sent to the Outcherry would oblige him to leave the 
place, as it would be impossible for him to show his face after such an igno- 
miny. Upon which he bid Mohunpursaud go into his compting house, and as 
he was largely indebted to him, he thought himself obliged to take every legal 
method in his power to secure his own property, and therefore shut the door of 
his compting house and took the key in his pocket and went directly to the 
Mayor’s Court, where he aflMed a bill of complaint against Mohunpursaud, and 
obtained from that Court a warrant to arrest his person. That the assertion of 
his having locked the door of his compting house was false ; nor did Mr. Hol- 
well’s peons once demand the man of . him. That if he had done an illegal ac- 
tion, he was ready to answer it at the Mayor’s Court if he was prosecuted. 
Upon being asked if he did not know that Mohunpursaud was under the arrest 
and custody of the Zemindar’s peons ? He denied it at first, but afterwards 
replied, he was not^to know that. 

The Zemindar’s peons were then called in and interrogated before Mr. 
Wood about this transaction, who gave the following account : That after 
Mohunpursaud went into Mr. Wood’s house, they two had some private dis- 
course together, and soon after Mr.. Wood thrust him into his compting house, 
looked the door and carried the key with him. That as he was going to the Court 
House, they ran after him and demanded Mohunpursaud might be delivered 
them, who replied that whoever pay him thirteen or fourteen thousand rupees, 
which he owed him, should have him. 

Mr. Wood being desired to withdraw, we took into consideration the whole 
of his behaviour in this transaction, and are of opinion it has been highly in- 
solent and in contempt of the authority of this Board ; and as such an unprece- 
dented manner of acting requires the severest example should be made of him 
(to deter any others in future from doing the like), and having forfeited by this 
proceeding all indulgences and privileges allowed him by the Hon’ble Com- 
pany in his Indentures as a free merchant — 

Agreed, therefore, that he be directed to prepare to return to Europe by 
the first shipping of this season, and that in the meantime engages himself in 
no fresh transactions of trade of any kind whatever ; and 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint him of our determination and direct him 
to pay an obedience thereto. 


To the Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &o., Council. 
Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

In obedience to your commands on Consultation of the 18th instant 
touching Mr. Manningham’s award of arbitration in the dispute between 
Abdel Nubby Cawn and Mohunpursaud, I sent for the parties the next 
day and explained to them the purport of the award and your orders 
to me to put the same in execution, then gave Mohunpursaud two days to 
determine whether he would abide by the award or pay the penalty of three thou- 
sand Arcot Rupees submitted to by both parties in their bonds of arbitration. At 
the expiration of the two days he -came to me and made (what appeared to me) 
evasive and trifiing objections to his complying with either, however, as I had 
taken a fresh sufficient security for his appearance, I thought there was no 
material objection to indulging him with a few days’ further consideration, but 
not hearing more from him, I sent one of my Jemmantdars on Thursday last to 
sigmfy to him, unless he submitted to the award or penalty (with Tour Honom, 
&c., fm’ther orders therein) on Saturday, that I would absolutely imprison him. 
On Saturday morning about 8, he came to me and told me he would not 
comply with either, on which I ordered him to be immediately imprisoned in 

863 F.‘d. 
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the Cutcherry, and delivered him to the custody of Manoola Jemmantdar, who 
gave him in charge to two of the Outcherry peons. As they were carrying him 
away, he requested I would indulge him in speaking two or three, words with 
Mr. John "Wood as he passed to prison, to which I assented, and gave orders 
accordingly, hoping Mr. Wood might advise him to conciliate the affair. The 
peons carried him directly to Mr. Wood’s house, where after some discourse 
apart between Mohunpursaud and Mr. Wood, the latter took Mohunpur- 
saud by the hand and thrusting him into a room, looked him in, telling my 
peons that whoever would pay him Ks. 13 or Es. 14,000 which Mohunpursaud 
stood indebted to him should have him. Then taking the key proceeded (as 
I am informed) to the Town Hall, and filed a complaint against Mohunpursaud 
in about that sum, and obtained summons and warrants to issue against him 
before eleven the same day. How far the authority of the Hon’ble the Mayor’s 
Court can be supported in snatching a prisoner from a judicial power delegated 
by the Emperor of Indostan (over his own subjects) to our Hon’ble Masters, 
is a matter I shall not now discuss, because touching Mr. Wood it is not in 
point, as he had no sanction from that Hon’ble Body, when he exerted the 
insolent stretch of private authority represented above, of taking my prisoner 
out of the hands of my officers and locking him up, not only in contempt of 
me and my office but in higher contempt of Tour Hon’ble, &o., whose orders 
he, Mr. Wood, knew I was then putting in execution, a procedure it is my duty 
to lay before you as meriting in my opinion your highest resentment. 


Fort William, the 3rd May 1763. 

At a Consumcation, Peesbnx; 

The Hon’ble Eogee Drahe, Esq. 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Ordttenden, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Eichard Becher. 

William Frankland. 

William Maokett. 

Edward Etrb. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 80th ultimo being now wrote fair, was now read; approved, 

and signed. 

Ordered, the Warehouse-Keeper to deliver out goods bought at outcry to 
the amount of 0. Es. 12,121 ; Omichund’s account being debited that sum. 

Upon resuming the consideration of contracting for saltpetre this year 
on the Hon’ble Company’s account — 

The President requested to Lay before the Board (previous to their final 
determination on so important a branch of the investment) the reasons which 
had induced him to engage so far in endeavouring to procure that article from 
Coja Wazeed himself, whose property it is, and which still incline him to have 
the contract made in Wazeed’s name. He begs leave in the first place to 
observe to the Board tlmt Omichund demanded in our Consultation of the 2nd 
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April A. BiS. 6-4i for the Factory maund, which being a very extravagant 
demand, he resolved to try every means to reduce that price, which he has at last 
effected with much pains and difficulty, by promising on his part as much as lay in 
his power that the contract should be made in Ooja Wazeed*s name or in that of 
his Gomastah’s, who has consented to give it at A. Rs. 6-14 per Factory maund, 
and who is ready to enter into the same penalty in case of default on his part 
as is customary ; and as no money is required to be advanced before the delivery 
of the petre or till we are in possession of some part thereof, there can be no 
greater risque of the contracts not being complied with, than in contracting 
with Omichund, as it is undoubtedly the owner’s interest to forward any articles 
we purchase of him to Calcutta with the utmost expedition, and not only that, 
but move in his power, by his influence at the Darbar, to obtain a clearance 
from any impediment of the Government’s than any merchant belonging to 
this place. The President further premises that Omiohund’s views in offerino' 
it (after its being reduced six annas in the maund from the first offer made 
this year by himself of that article) one anna per maund cheaper thanWazeed, 
must be to maintain his great power which has been hitherto, he conceives, too 
extensive, and therefore making the contract with him will be still adding thereto, 
as the President cannot but imagine Omichund will make his hoast (should 
he carry his point) that the President was not able to succeed in this affair, 
by which Ooja Wazeed will for ever after be closely linked to Omichund and 
hearken to no propositions from any one else in the purchase of any articles 
proper, for the Company’s petre being not the only one he is supplied with 
from Patna, but turmeriok, tincall, and cloth likewise, all which articles our 
Hon’ble Masters stand in need of, and it is but reasonable to imagine the prices 
will be regulated by Omichund’s knowledge of our wants of such articles ; for 
in this of petre it is plain how much he would have deceived us. The President 
from the foregoing considerations thinks the steps he has taken, if the Board 
should confirm them by contracting with Wazeed or his Gomastah, will tend 
greatly more to the emolument of our employers than the difference of one anna 
per maund, Omiohund’s present offer; but submits his judgment to the opinion 
of the Board, and if in their thoughts he has been anyways instrumental to the 
Hon’ble Company’s interest in this transaction he obtaining all promises of 
friendship from Coja Wazeed, he hopes it will be thought reasonable to be 
defrayed the expenses he has been put to in presents, &c., amount to about 
Es. 2,500, or if the Board should think proper, he is willing to submit it to the 
Hon’ble Company, whether or not to be reimbursed. 

The opinion of the Board was then demanded, in whose name the contract 
should be made, after having considered on the reasons alleged by the Pre- 
sident. 

Mr. Holwell thinks the reasons set forth by the President carry great 
weight with them ; the advantages to the Company resulting from the present 
contracts being negotiated with Wazeed is manifest, and that from thence 
future contracts may be made with him in the other articles mentioned by the 
President, which will probably be attended with the same advantages, and those 
profits saved which appear to him to have been and will be made by Omichund 
He is therefore for contracting with Wazeed at A. Es. 6-14 per maund 
provided anyone or two responsible Company’s merchants will sign the Teep 
with him, whereby we may be secured in the payment of the penalty in case of 
failure in the contract, and provided also that no money is advanced him, but 
as the petre is delivered which he thinks the deposit in the Mayor’s Court for- 
bids in this or any other contract, otherwise than on these conditions, he is for 
contracting with Omichund. 

Mr. Byre thinks we ought to contract with him that will give it on the 
most reasonable terms. 

Mr.^ Mackett is of opinion that if Coja Wazeed appoints one of our mere 
chants his Gomastah to enter into the usual bond, as we shall then be secure 
in obtaining the penalty in case of failure, and no money be advanced till the 
petre is delivered, that we should contract with him ; and as Wazeed is to supply 
the petre, whether the contract is in Omichund’s name or another, he thitil-Q tbg 
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security of liaving the petre the same, and thinks likewise one anna maund too 
trifling to contract witli Omichund contrary to "Wazeed’s inclination. 

Mr. Erankland is of opinion that contracting with any of the Government’s 
people is extremely precarious, and that as Omichund has already offered it at 
one anna cheaper, and may still lower his price, he thinks it will he most for the 
Company’s advantage to contract with him. 

Mr. Becher thinks that Coja Wazeed’s being a Darhar officer is a . very 
material ohiection against contracting with him at any rate, and he likewise thinks 
it is our business to contract where we can get it cheapest. Nevertheless, as he 
thinks, there is an appearance of reason in what is set forth by the President, If 
the petre is to he procured on the same terms that Omichund will give it and 
one or two merchants of substance will he securities to the Company for the 
"Wazeed’s performing the contract or paying the penalty in case of failure , he 
then is of opinion the contract should be made with Wazeed, otherwise with 
Omichund endeavouring to lower the price if possible. 

Mr. Manningham is of opinion the contracting with Coja Wazeed for salt- 
petre ought rather to he avoided for the following reasons : Ooja Wazeed has al- 
ways been regarded either as an officer of the Government or intimately connected 
therewith. The contracting therefore with a person in such a station is not 
agreable to our Hon’ble Master’s orders. 

It is well known Coja Wazeed has been long attempting to engross the whole 
Patna trade, wherefore instead of adding, it is the interest of our Hon’ble Em- 
ployers rather to prevent his gaining, the command of that extensive trade as 
the prejudice will be manifest in om* provision of saltpatre, cloth, &o., or in 
re-settling that Pactory whenever the Company approve thereof, for when once 
the trade is in his hands, we may be well assured of every artifice in his power 
to interrupt our intercourse with that part of the cotmtry. On referring to the 
Consultations of 1761, March the 7th, it will be found the first offer of saltpetre 
that season from Omichund was at Arcot Bwpeea 6 Pactory maund reduced 
to Arcot Rupees 5-14 the 30th May, and the contract concluded with hivr) at 
that rate, the 24th July, for 86,000 maunds, and notwithstanding the Governor 
and Council were acquainted by Omichund, the bth July, that the petre be- 
longed to Coja Wazeed, and if the contract was made in his, Omichund’s name, 
he was to have an allowance (on Wazeed’s limited price) of two annas per 
maund in consideration of the risk and penalty he was liable to on failure of 
the contract, yet it was esteemed the Company’s advantage that the contract 
should be made with Omichund even at an advance to avoid any transactions 
with Wazeed. Mr. Manningham being at that time a Member of the Council, 
assented thereto for the reasons then offered, which being still in force, he thinks 
the contract should be made Muth Omichund this season especially as his offers 
are more favourable than those of Coja Wazeed. 

Mr. Cruttenden is of opinion with Mr. Becher. 

The President thinks we ought to contract with Ooja Wazeed for the reasons 
already by him set forth. Upon which we sent for Omichund and asked him if 
he would lower the price of his petre, to which he answered that he was willing 
to give it us for one anna in the maund less than Ooja Wazeed and the same 
quantity. But he could not reduce it any more as he must be a prodigious 
sufferer if he did. 

Hurruckchund, the constituent of Wazeed’s Gomastah, was then called in 
and asked if Coja Wazeed’s Gomastah would agree to sign the Teep jointly with 
another responsible person. Efls reply to which was that he could not admit of 
any person’s becoming security for his Master, but if we were dubious of his 
performing the contract or evading the penalty in case of failure, he was ready 
to deposit in our hands a Company’s interest note to the amount of the penalty 
as a security for complying with the tenour of his contract. 
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Agreed, we consider farthesr of tliis affair and determine it next' council 

BOGEJR, DRAEE, Jiw/or. 

E. .H: ORUTTENDEN. . 

C. MANNINGHAM. . . 
RIOHARD BEOHER. 

W. ERANKLAND. 
W.MAOKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


Eort William, the 17th May 1753. 

At a Consultation, Pkesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Roger Brake, Esq., JPresident . 

The Worshr. Edward Holden Crdttenden, Esq. 

Messrs. Charles Manningham. 

Richard Bboher. 

William Mackett. 

Edward Etre. 

John Zeph. Holwell. 


Mr. Erankland being indisposed. 


The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the lOtli instant being wrote fair was now rend, approved, and signed, 

Mr. John Afton, Provincial Deputy Master Attendant, being returned 
from surveying the river and laying the buoys now delivers in the report of his 
transactions herein. 


Ordered, the said Report to he entered after this Consultation. 

The Registers of the Mayor’s Court sent in his Bill for Eees due to him i ^ 
the suit of Mr. Jonathan Ranson amounting to C. Rs. 154-6-6. 

Agreed, the President do pay the same out of the cash. 

The Buxey now delivers in the charges general for the month of Marc 
f. with the vouchers for the several disbursements there in. 

Ordered it to lay on the Table for examination. 


The President wanting money for the use of the cash ordered the Com- 
mittee of Treasury to advance him 15 thousand M, Rs.'for that purpose. 

Omichand now brings in' the musters of the Patna Dobarra petre pursuant 
1 to our orders of last Council, which being approved of, as well as the terms he 
offers to contract upon entered upon the face of our Oonsultatibu’of the 10th 
instant, we accepted his proposals and ordered the Teep to be drawn out con- 
formably ; the interest to commence from this day. 

863 F. D. 


V 


2G 


Ordered the Export Wnrcliousc-lCccpcr to Iny hcforo the Board a list of 
tbo Calcutta Investment, as wo think it full lime to hegin4hc contracts for the 
ensuing season. 

i The merchants woro then called in and directed to prepare their proposal^ 
for providing the Company’s investment for this year. 

Cancelled and renewed the following Interest Notes, vh , — 




C. Be. 

a. 

V- 

C. Bs. 

a. 

P* 

To Goorcli urn, dated IstMny 1752, 







for principal . 

• 

1,00,000 

0 

0 




Interest, 1 year 

» 

9,800 

0 

D 






■■ '*■ 


— 

1,18,800 

0 

a 

To Amnicnd Conrn, dated 2nd Mai* 







1752, for principal . 

• 

1,635 

0 

0 




Interest, 1 j*cnr 

• 

M7 

0 

3 





m 

— ■■■■■ ■** 


— 

1,782 

A 

00 

3 

To Gocul Scin, 25tli April . 

• 

5,d50 

0 

0 




Interest, 1 year 

• 

490 

B 

0 





• 

— — — 


- 

5,040 

8 

0 

To Gurrul Dass, iGlli April 

• 

8,270 

0 

0 




IntercEt, 1 3*ear 

• 

291 

1 

0 






— — — - 


— 

3,561 

1 

0 

To Airs. Elizahcth Ilourclicir, 

the 







80th April . • 

« 

6,000 

0 

0 




Interest, 1 3 *car 

• 

540 

0 

0 




• 




— 

6,5-10 

0 

0 

To Air. John Hipwood, 8rd April 

4,165 

8 

9 




Interest, 1 year 

• 

874 14 

8 






4.540 

7 

0 




Endorsed otT 

• 

572 12 

0 








— 

3,967 

10 

6 

To 'William Fylhe, Esq., the 

let 







Alay 1752 . 

• 

1,058 

12 

9 




Interest, 1 year 

• 

05 

4 

6 








— 

1,154 

1 

3 

To Messrs. Nap and Joseph Bod* 







denhurgh, dated the let Alay 







1752 .... 

• 

18,563 

7 

0 




Interest, 1 year 

• 

1,870 11 

3 








— 

20,234 

2 

3 

To Alessrs. Edward Eyles 

and 







Boheri Orme, the let Alay 

• 

6,700 

0 

0 




Interest, 1 year 

• 

603 

0 

0 






7,803 

0 

0 




Endorsed off . 

• 

464 

6 

3 








— 

6,838 

9 

9 

To Gopee, dated let May 1752 

• 

879 

6 

0 




Interest, 1 year 

9 

79 

2 

3 







— 

— - 

958 

8 

3 


To Cbllipnrsaud, 1st May 1752 ■ 14,680 7 6 

Interest, 1 year . 1,821 4 0 


16,001 11 6 
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i,. Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay put of their office to the under- 
' written persons the sums annexed to their names on account of their Dadhey 
. Contract of last year : — ■ 

■ UBs. 8. p. 


To Badha Kislien Mullick 
,, Ozoodjaram Bysack . 
» Jaggermohnn Bysack . 


. 240 ■ 0 0 
. 664 4 0 

. 2,S68 0 . 0 


Granted an Interest Note to Messrs. Manningham and Frankland, dated 
the 11th instant, for C. Rs. 1464-6-3, that sum being endorsed oif ; a note to 
Messrs. Edward Evles and Robert Orme, dated the 30th April 1762, for prin- 
cipal Bs. 6,700. 


ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 


E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 


0. MANNINGHAM. 


RICHARD BECHER. 


W. MACKETT. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


To THE Hon’bee Bogeb Dbaee, £sq.. President and Governor, &c.. Council. 

Hon*ble Sir and Sirs, 

Pursuant to yom* orders of the 23rd ultimo for sounding the river and 
laying the buoys, I repaired on board the Mermaid Sloop, the 27th. The other 
sloops appointed to assist on the occasion were the Grampus^ Mawhet Calcutta, 
and Belvideira, and Pilots, Messrs. Smith, Pinuatz, Viccary and Moor. The 
same day about 2 in the afternoon weighed with a strong gale of wind south- 
erly, leaving the Belvideira behind to bring the buoy down after us ; it not 
' being quite ready when we went away at half past 3 in the afternoon at Goven- 
napore; the Oramptis in working down split her main Dibb and was not able 
to proceed any further before she had bent another. This evening had a hard 
squall of wind and rain from the north-west. 

Saturday, the 28th. At noon weighed with the first of the ebb ; wind south- 
erly ; a fresh gale ; sounded through Tanner’s reach, but the wind blowing so hard 
could not keep the sloops in their stations to sound, so came to an anchor in 
the lower part of the reach. This evening had a very hard squall of wind and 
rain from the westward. 

Sunday, the 29th. Early this morning weighed ; wind northerly, and sounded 
with the latter part of the ebb to Budge Budge, where about 9 meeting the 
flood anchored ; about noon weighed with the first of the ebb ; wind southerly ; 
sounded all the way down to the lower part of Hogg River sand, where we 
anchored in the evening. 

Monday, the 30th. In the morning weighed ; wind northerly, and sounded 
through Eulta reach with four sloops abreast and down to new town, where 
meeting the flood we worked up again over Eulta sand and sounded the western 
channel ; and about nine anchored abreast of the Dutch Banksaul. Here we were 
' joined by the Belvideira with the buoy. About noon weighed with the first of 
the ebb j wind southerly ; sounded the James and Mary and down- to Hughly 
River point, but finding considerable alterations, stood back and sounded it a 
second time and found the passage at the lower part of the sand shifted, which 
I shall take further notice of in the general remarks. At sunset we anchored 
abreast of Dean’s Town. 

Tuesday, May 1st. At daylight this morning weighed J wind westerly, and 
with the latter part of the ebb, sounded round the Diamond sand and down to 
Culpee, where meeting the flood about 8 ; anchored at noon ; weighed with the 
first of the ebb and sounded down to Channel creek and over the east and west 
channel with five sloops abreast and round our buoy that was laid last year on 
the N,- W. point of the Mizen sand, and finding it to lay very well for the old 
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cTiannel, but we have found a new channel broke out through the Mizen sand to 
the "westward of the bid one, which I shall take further notice of hereafter. 

Wednesday, the 2nd. This morning weighed and sounded over the flat at 
Kedgeree, and with the first of the flood, up through the aforesaid new channel 
as high as the buoy of ‘ the Mizeri, where we' anchored. About noon -weighed with 
the first of the ebb, -wind southerly, and sounded down crossing the spit that lays 
between the aforesaid new channel and the old one and through the passage at 
Oowcolly, where we have a buoy that was laid last year on the north end of the 
middle ground and lays very well, only wants breeming. This evening worked 
down to Ingellee sounding: all the way as we went, and at night run into the 
creek in order for the sloops to wood that were ordered for the road. 

Thursday, the 3rd. All this day the sloops were employed in wooding and 
setting up their rigging, and in the evening dropt down to the creek's mouth to 
be ready to go out in the morning. 

Fridayi the 4th. At daylight this morning weighed, wind southerly, and about . 
7 anchored in Ingellee Eoad. At high water weighed with the first of the ebb and 
sounded down to the broken ground and round our buoy that was laid last year; 
found it to lay very well, only wants breeming, after which worked down to the 
Fairway with the Mermaid^ Galeutta and Hawke (the latter having the buoy on 
board to be laid there), having ordered the Orampus over the edge of the Long- 
sand and the Belvideira to the lower end of the Barrabulla for marks. About 6 
in the evening laid the buoy at the Fairway with the following bearings : the 
sloop on the edge of the Longsand or Sangrer, N.-E.; the sloop to the west- 
ward or the edge of the Barrabulla, N. and E., |-E. in about 24 feet at low water, 
after which made the best of our way up to Ingellee with the Mermaid, Gram- 
pus and Belvideira, leaving the Hawke and Galeutta to make the best of their 
way into Ballasore Boad. 

Saturday, the 6th. About noon we anchored at Ingellee and were employed 
all the rest of the day and the two following days in taking up the two buoys, 
breeming them and laying them again. 

Tuesday, 8th. This morning laid a buoy at Ingelee with the following 
bearings : the large tree at Ingellee N.W.B.N.; the bamboo bushes at Cowcolly 
N.B.E., ^-E., and the buoy of the broken ground S.B.W., l-W. After having 
laid the aforesaid buoy, I made the best of my way up to town, where I arrived 
the 9th instant in the afternoon with the Mermaid sloop, having left the Grampus, 
Mr. John Smith Pilot, and Belvideira, Beeman Soulse, Senior Master, at Ingellee, 
to follow their orders they had received from Edward Holden Cruttenden, Esq. 

From the above proceedings I am to remark to Tour Honour, «&c., that the 
flat on the eastern shore in the upper part of the James and Mary reach is a 
good deal washed away and left the channel something wider till you come 
abreast of new town, where from a creek just below the said town down to the 
point is bore up a flat or shoal ; that in some places hath less than 3 fathoms on 
it, which to avoid you must steer down the middle of the river minding the 
edge over to the eastward so as to be about fths of the river over, when vou 
come abreast of the Bluff Point, Mingo Bibby’s creek, and then borrow on the 
sand so as to cross over the tale of it before you shut the said creek in, and 
then steer down along the western shore from the aforesaid creek is filled up, 
and where there was 6 and .7 fathoms water last year is not now above 2^ and 
3. To come up through th'e said James and Mary reach with a flood tide and a 
fair wind you must mind to keep over for the point above the Ganges as 
formerly and not up the middle of the river as you did last year, for the flat 
that runs from Hughly Eiver point is joined to the spit that runs down the- 
middle of the river. When you are past the foresaid point then you must edge 
over towards the eastern shore so as- to be §rds of the river over, before you 
shut in Mingo Bibby's creek and then steer up for Haugnans Point; .keeping 
in this track you will carry from 4 to 6 fathoms water with the first of the 
flood. 

In sounding the E. and W. channel found the following alterations, viz.:— 
Flat of. Mud Point hath 3 feet less water on it than was last year, and 
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there is no anchoring on it with a ship of a large draught of water. Erom this 
point down over the channel you come within a mile of the lower buoy of the 
Mizen, you will carry 3f and 4 fathoms water, then you will fall into a hole or 
swatch with 40^ fathoms water in it, and hath these following bearings : the 
lower or westernmost point of the Gillingham island for W.N.E., ^E. to 
N.E.O.N., the old croping trees 'W.O.S. Erom this hole there is a channel broke 
out through the Mizen sand, from 1 to 2 miles broad, and hath from 4 to 5 
fathoms water in it, till you come to the lower, where you have a small flat to 
cross with 18 feet on it at low water and bears from the sandbank at Kedgeree, 
N.'W., ^W. In coming up, if you would go through this channel, you must 
mind to keep the buoy that layeth bn the head of the- middle ground S.W. 
from you when you are entered the channel, but I would advise to follow the 
old channel till the new one is buoyed, which I presume the Dutch will do 
when they go down to sound. All the other parts of the river are much the 
same as they were last time of sounding, so require no more to be said about 
them. 

I am, with due respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Oaicutta, JOHN AETON, 

The nth May 1753. JProviaional D. Master Attendant. 


Eort William, the 24th May 1753. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent ; 

The Hon’blb Kogeb Dbake, Esq., President. 

The Wobshb. Edwabd Holden Cbuttenden, Esq. 

Messbs. Chables Manninghah. 

Bichabd Becheb,' 

William Mackett. 

Edwabd Etbe. 

T 

JohnZeph. Holwell. 

Mb. Ebankland being indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consaltation of the 17th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

I, Omichand, merchant of Calcutta, do hereby agree with the President and 
Council of Eort William on account of the Hon’ble East India Company, to 
deliver them in Calcutta the full quantity of 51,000 Eactory maunds of Patna 
Dobarra Saltpetre at A. Bs. 6-12 per Eactory maund upon the following terms : 
To have 9 per cent, interest allowed me upon the whole amount, A. B<s. 2,93,250, 
from the 17th May 1763, and for what sums advanced me from the Company’s 
Treasury, I shall receipts. In the month of September I will deliver into 
the Company’s Godowns maunds 20,000 and the remaining 31,000 by the 1st 
Eebruary 1754, and if the whole quantity be not delivered into the Godowns 
by that time, I agree to pay the penalty of 10 per cent. 


S63 F. D. 


OMICHAND. 



so 


3?ort ■William, the 4th June 1763. 

At a Consultation, Peesent ; 

' The Hon’ble Kogeb Deake, Esq., JPresidenti 
The "Woeshe. Edwaed Holden Oeuttenden, Esq. 

Messes. Chaeles Manninqham. 

Kichaed Bechee. 

■William Eeankland. 

"William Mackett. 

Edwaed Eyee. 

John Zeph. Holtvell. 

The Book o£ Standing Orders laying on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 31st ultimo was now read, approved, and signed. 

The President, Export Warehouse-Keeper and Suh-E^ort Warehouse- 
• Keeper, having examined (agreeable to our resolutions of last Council) the 
Hon’ble .Company’s General letters for some years past as ivell as their 
standing orders, and having from them collected our Hon’ble Master’s direc- 
tions regarding .the material branch of their affairs, the investment they now 
lay before the Board, the result of their enquiries formed into proposals (corre- 
sponding with the orders of our employers) for the merchants to contract on 
for this year’s investment, viz . — ^To contract on the old musters as usual to 
receive no goods inferior to the musters of last year ; to sort the goods in the 
same method as last year; to advance hut 30 per cent. Dadney ; to have a due 
proportion of ready money goods ; the penalties to be charged on the deficien- 
cies of their whole contracts and on the different species of goods short delivered 
instead of lumping it as formerly ; to have it in our option to refuse or take 
the goods tendered us after the expiration of the time limited in the Teeps and 
to reduce the price of goods. 

The merchants being called in were made acquainted with the purport of 
the foregoing proposals, and asked if they would undertake the investment of 
this year on those terms, to which they answered they could not possibly accept 
of those terms without being ruined. They were then asked whether they 
would recede from their proposals of the 31st ultimo and make us any others 
that were more reasonable, and particularly if they would undertake the 
investment at a less advance of Dadney than 86 per cent. ; they replied that 
the terms they had mentioned to us on the 31st were what they could not 
possibly recede from, especially that part respecting the advance of Dadney. 
As the proposals made us by the merchants for contracting for the investment 
are in our judgment extremely unreasonable and very inconsistent with our 
Hon’ble Masters’ orders, whose expectations from us would be greatly dis- 
appointed should we accept of them, and as the merchants persist in their 
obstinacy and cannot be prevailed upon to recede from^ any part of the terms 
they offered us on Thursday last, we are of opinion it is absolutely necessary 
f or us to Iprovide our investment by some other method, which may better 
answer the intent and expectations of our Hon’ble Employers, by not requiring 
too much of their estate at once and have their goods brought earher into the 
werehouse, which from hist year’s experience we are very sensible how little 
able our. merchants are to effect even should we contract with them upon their 
own terms. 
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Ordered, therefore, that notice in the several languages he aflSsed at the 
Port gates. That the Company’s musters will be exposed to view in the 
Cottah. That any person will contract with us for any of those sortments, 
they are to . give iu their proposals to the Export Warehouse-Keeper to lay 
before us, and if they are approved of,' they will be accepted. 

Ordered, likewise, that the Export ‘Warehouse-Keeper and Sub-Export 
■Warehouse-Keeper do examine the General letters and standing orders in 
relation to the investment, and lay before the Board our Hon'ble Masters’ 
sentiments and directions on that branch of their affairs and form a method to 
provide the same, corresponding the nearest with their orders. 

The merchants were then called in again and told they were no more the 
Hon’ble Company’s Dadney merchants. 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior, 

E. H. CRUTTENDEN. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

W. PRANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

EDWARD EYRE. 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


Gorcmiaciit of Icdir. Ccn'ial rrin'-in;? Office.— Xo. S63 F. P,— lS-f-92.— iWi 

EsI.— P. K. B. 



l^PuMic Siindnes Fvl, iVb 9. 
•“Sreiich Correspondence," 1753.'] 


Fort S‘ Gkorge, 2na June 1753. 

To— Tlie Hon^ble ]\I Duplhix, Gov' of Pondiclierry. 

Hon’jble Sir, — I hare tlie honour to receive your Letters of the 18* 
Peh^ 6*, 18"' & 3r* Ultimo, the unpolite reception you gave those addresses 

sent von from Port S‘ David is still fresh in my memory. 

• * ** . 

That of the IS* Feh^ is of an extraordinary Length, in my opinion a good 
cause might have been related in less Oompass, in this Sir instead of return- 
ing a proper satisfaction for tlie insults complained of, to indulge your Chagrin 
you quarrell Avith Uizam’s & Aunerverde CaAvn’s family, but paint ChumJa a 
perfect Hero, represent the cruel treacherous Assassination of a prince (Nazar 
Jung) as one of the most glorious Victorys that ever grac’d the French Arms, 
extol the bravery of your Troops, and extrcamly free with the Characters of 
Mess" Plover, Lawrence and Cope, and endeavour to shake off the odium of the 
terrible Calamitys you have flung the province into. 

Capt" Cope is dead, I shall acquaint Mess” Ployer & Lawrence with what 
relates to them, who I am assured will Answer you ; You accuse me of refusing 
the Visit of the Gentlemen you purposed sending, certainly Sir I may decline 
with decency what I judg’d unseasonable and be extreamly easy, though 
M' Dupleix is not so. As to the Letter I AAWote to the Capt" of the Britannia, 
I must inform you that the Owners of that Ship had consign’d her to me 
many months before, agreeable to their desire her Cargoe was sold, and I assure 
you both Owners & Capt” shall suffer seA'erely for their indiscretion, what else 
may regard myself in a puhlick Capacity I shall with pleasure submit to the 
judgement of yours & my Superiours. 

The Source from whence these troubles is, in this Country, well known> 
Children lament their Parents. Parents bemoan the loss of what is most dear 
to them, all degrees of people oppress’d by every Calamity that War can 
produce, in their last agonies groan out Dulpleix. I leave it to your serious 
hours of Heflection to reconcile these truths. This address of yours seems 
to be wrote with a View to deceive those at a distance who have not an oppor- 
tunity of being acquainted with the I’eal Pacts, I shall reserve to myself at a 
proper time the pleasure of relating the Course of this unfortunate War in a 
plain dress, remove those Shades you have artfully introduced, and where mere 
nothings are set in a glaring light, stript them of their plumes, and leave it to 
the puhlick to Judge, Avhetlier, you Sir, have not produced these terrible scenes, 
strange that one subject shall thus sport with the Miserys of the most heauti- 
full of the creation and turn a paradise into a Desert. 

’Tis almost needless to repeat to you that I shall al ways have a particular 
regard to the Treaties subsisting between the two Crowns, and seveivly resent 
an infringment of them in any other under this Government when dearly 
proved, many have been the Instances represented to you but nor redress’d, 
there still remain many more which to our Superiours you must answer for. 

Your three last Letters relate to Pacts said to be done at a disiance, in the 
Dominions of a prince, where We have only an opjiortuniry to ssk, bat not a 
power to order, I shall by your example reserve to myself ihe time I judge 
necessary, and inform myself of the Circumstances before I rerZy, i imre trans- 
mitted to M' Lawrence the several dispositions and shall as far as is come to mv 
knowledge now Answer. 

Give me leave Sir to ask you, if a subject of Prancie r: rrs srd deserts bis 
Colours, and is afterwards laid hold of at Arcot, whether arr-rdinr to vour LaiiAs 
Military he is not llible to suffer death. 


I have directed M” Lawrence to enquire into the — - 
of Chunda’s party on the hill and desire the Nabob n-c'serr 
He acquaints me that M” Zilvaigner’s Trsotnrzr 
well accommodated and at his desire a*^ passner: vn? -ro.-cr'r 
Pondicherry, he further adds that M* ZOrairzrr 
villanous part and he wou’d tell you of £r. Vr-. 

to see him I know not, be per^dei I shiZI 
polite treatment of Officers. 


"cc she Surrender 
e the terms. 

oirdsorae, he tt= 
: for him to r- 1 - 
you was crtizz: '- 
>b tljoughr 
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Excuse rao Sir if I do not admit the case of Ivclsoy and M"" Dcmar as 
pararell, the one a thief and a Deserter, the other a Gent" tluit has never heen 
in your Service but came out an OfTicor in ours, the Irish and Scotch OfTieers 
you mention were naturalized. 

■ Ton remark Lawrence is in convnrsal.iort oxtrenmly free with your 
name I imagine that Gontleinen .thinks lie lias been ill (.rcated by you. 

The prisoners at Arcot were, and those at Triehinopoly arc under the 
Nabob’s Guards, I know of none but those of Mahomud Ally’s these concern 
me no further than Compassion would induce me to interest myself in their 
behalf so far as to procure them humane treatment, you seem Sir to think it 
hard that Zilvaigucr should remain at Triehinopoly and not haven passport 
for Pondicherry and afterwards are disgusted when iP Lawrence interposed 
and got them for the other three OlUcers, a manifest Contradiction this, please 
Sir to let me know whether it is agreeable to that I should intercede with the 
Nabob in behalf of prisoners or leave them to his disposal. 

When I receive an answer from kP Lawrence in regar<l to the Oincors 
depositions I shall address you, the Report of sending the prisoners to Europe 
on our Ships seems to he without grounds, upon very slight reflection you 
would know it is impossible. 

In the Course of Affairs some things often occur that micht be reconciled 
by a private address, this has led me into a Correspondence with you, ’tis grown 
too general on your part & turns upon points of a very puhlick nature, I must 
therefore desire S' that in future it may ho from the Gov' & Council of 
Pondicherry to the Gov' & Council of Madrass. 

I have the honour to be with most perfect Consideration, 

Hox’blk Sir, 

Tour most Obedient Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS SAUNDERS. 


To — ^Tno SAUDwns, Esq., Gov' o£ Fort S‘ George. 

In the Tear one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, the iiS"* day of 
June at eleven oClook in the morning appeared at the OIIicc of the Secretary 
to the Superiour Council of Pondicherry, before us David Marragon, Secre- 
tary, and iu the presence of Mess” Bertrand and Placourt, Company’s, Servants 
Witnesses to this Deposition M' Louis Hubert de Combault D’Autcuil. Cap- 
tain of foot, Claud Gallard, Captain of Artillery, and Nicholas Charles Praucis 
D’Estimanville, Second Lieuteuant of Artillery, who declare that on the O"* In- 
stant at 8 oClock in the morning being in the Village of Wolconda, they were 
attack’d by a Troop of Morattas followed by a Body of Seapoys in the jiay of 
the English and Mahomed Ally Cawn and coming to an Engagement, the said 
Deponents opposed the Enemy’s Forces till 4 oClock iu y' Afternoon ; when 
they were fallen upon by a Body of about three hundred and fifty English 
O with four pieces of Cannon 6 pounders and two of 2, with forty Gunners 
to serve the said Canon ; that hereupon the said Deponents seeing they were 
not in a Condition to oppose Forces so much superiour, retired over the first 
Wall of the Fort of Wolconda, which they were obliged to scale and the 
Enemy pursuing them to the Fort of the said wall, the said Deponents thought 
it would be to no purpose to resist seeing the Treachery of the Gov' of the 
Fort who sent us word to retire and that he ivas going to fire upon us if We 
did not, M' D’Auteuil, Commander of the Troops, ask’d to Capitulate & who 
he must address himself to make this Capitulation ; upon mhich M' Clive Com- 
mander of the English Troops appeared and Answered that it was to him he 
must apply, and immediately proposed to the said M' D’Auteuil to surrender 
at Discretion ; which he not consenting to, after some Conferences it was agreed 
between Mess'® D’Autenil & Clive, that M' U’Auteuil and tho above mentioned 
officers should be prisoners for one Tear, unless they should be exchanged 
before the Expiration of that Term, and that the said Gentlemen should be at 
liberty on leaving Wolconda to go to Pondicherry ; that with regard to the 
Soldiers they should be received as prisoners, and that pardon should be granted 
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to all Descvtovs; After this Agreement was made, the said Deponents asked 
]\[' Clive, when they were arrived at his Oninp for Liberty to retix’e to Pondi- 
cherry according to the Articles, but the said M' Olive ansivered them that 
they 'must first go to oilajor Lawrence’s Camp before Trichinopoly to which 
the* said Deponents replied that it was‘contrr»ry to the Paith of the Treaty and 
the parole of Honour ho M’’ Clive had given them which should bo sacred 
among OlTiccrs ; upon which jiP Clive told them that he was not Master, & 
that he was obliged to follow the Orders of Major Lawrence to which the said 
Deponents answered that they ivcrc much Surprised that he Commander of the 
Detachment had not Power to keep the Parole ho had given them, since every 
Ofiieer, even a Serjeant who Commands a Party, whenever he makes a Capi- 
tulation is obliged to keep it; Jfotwithstanding all the Representations of the 
said Deponents they were obliged to go to the English Camp before Trichino- 
poly where when Arriv’d they were Immediately sent on to the Town of 
Trichinopoly whither they were Conducted by Captain Dalton, who got them 
a Lodging with the Surgeon Major. 

Tlifi said Deponents having often ashed Major Lawrence to get them Learn 
to speak to Mahomed Ally Cawn, saying it was from him they must receive 
their Passport and to him give their Darole, Since they icere Prisoners to him 
A* not to the English Major Lawrence answered the said Deponents that he 
woti'd ask Mahomed Ally Cawn whether he wan'd see the said Deponents and 
that afterwards Major Lawrence told them that Mahomed Ally Cawn being 
employt’d about some Business he could not see the said Gentlemen^ but had 
Cmnwissioned him to deliver them their Passport tV' receive their Parole. 

j\[' Gallard further Declares that upon asking Jlajor Lawrence whether, ‘ 
while ho was a Prisoner, ho con’d quit Pondlchcry & go to France, Major 
Lawrence answered him that there was not the least Objection, quite on the 
Coiifrarg he would only in that follow Mahoninied Ally Down's Intention who 
would send oil the French Prisoners to Europe ttpon their Ships. 

The said Mess'* D’Autcuil, Gallard & D’Estimanvillo further Declare that 
lilajor Lawrence told them that if Mahomed Ally Cawn had a mind, to attack 
the French Setllcments, he would not hesitate to assist him with all his Forces^ 
tS* that he. would even advise him to do if, ^ to this end transport Himself, if 
Neccssarg to Bengali or the Malabar Coast, but Parficnfarly to Melcblipatam. 

Th(‘ said Mess" D’Autcuil, Gallard & D’JSstimanvillc further Declare that 
jr Ctire told them that he had slop'd a Passport which Mahomed Ally Cawn 
teas sending to M' D' Autenil to conduct him to Ghcrnigam, and that the said 
M' D' dntenit said to M' Ciive that he teas surplus' d at this Manner of Acting, 
tohirh was against the Bight of Nations, for as he was not at War with the 
English, Re con'd not stop a Passport which Mahomed Ally Cawn had a Bight 
to i,ive to his Enemies. 

s « e 

* 

(Signed) 

ALVllRAGON. 

BERTRAND. 

FLACOURT. 


« « 6 C 

BODGTEMT dii BEAUPRlS. 


C.iPT-’' RonEUT CuvE & James IlEPixmojr. 

Declare on oath that they were present during a great part of tiie Inter- 
view which passed between Major Lawrence & M' Lrnv the dav before Syrin*^- 

ham was taken, & particularly when the Conversation hapijon’d* about disnosin"- 
of the Prisoners. i a 


i.. to Poniliolierry. as Ho 

& all t io OBoo.'s wuia g,To tl,e.s Parolo that tlioy sliooH norer wvo against 
the ivabob Jfn but bo son f,™ tiicnee to Eoropc, Tbo wbioh as tliA- 

Since Ho (M Law) with all tho Officers & men wou d msiaully ^uit Pondioheny 
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& deliver themselves up to the Nahoh. Afterwaivls Major Lawrence Engag’d, 
that if it was his parUculav request He would ash the Nahoh to send them 
Prisoners to Cudaloro to Prevent the Insults of the lilaelcs & from ihenee to 
Europe, at the same time intimating to Mons' Law that he ima'^in’d Mons’' 
Lupleix would malce an Handle of it to trouble our Nation even for tin; 
good OfTices 3Io did, Adding that he did not forget the ])rotnsts ahout his 

M 

of 



or 


Erench Ships, and it was a desire of M' Law and all the Oineers that till tlu'ji 
they should stay at Cuddalore Avhie.h would indemnify the English for heej)ing 
them, who in this acted the part of Alcdiators hetween the Erench <fc the 
Nahoh. 


In consequence of the above, We Declare that the Condition? of Surren- 
dry on which M' Law gave up Syringhnm, were as follow: 

That He with all l,hc OlHecvs, and aho\it twelve Volunteers should have 
Liberty to go to Pondicherry under Parole never to serve against the Nahoh 
again, and tliat the men shotild be marched Prisoners to Cuddalore there to 
remain at LaAv’s lleqnest, till they could he sent to Europe on English or 
h'rench Ships; Hut as for Shaik llussan he was absolutely refused this Liberty 
by the Nabob. 

The foregoing Cap‘ Clive & M^ Kepington jointly attest and ihe latter 
further Swears, that Mons' Law said that the OfRcers should go with thc*m to 
S‘ Davids to keep them in the better Order during their March. 

And M' llepington firrthcr Remembers SI' Law's saying He was sure 
both the Erench and English Govornours nmst have had Orders from Court, 
for acting as they did, As likewise several other little Concessions being made 
Mons' Law, but not till after the Surrendry. 


(Signed) ROBERT CLIVE. 

JAMES REPINGTON. 

Eokt S’ George, 

7“ August 1752. Sworn Before me, 

(Signed) Cu' BOURCHIER, Seu’^. 


The T)ei)osition of Cavt" Uobsut Cua^e, Viet. 

That as Major LaAvrence and he Avere discoursing apart from M' LaAV, it 
was impossible M' LaAV should be acquainted Avith the meaning of it, their said 
discourse, this could only be a Supposition, and he declares they AA'erc talkin" 
upon a Dilferent Subject to what M' Law intimates. ** 

That upon the A pproaoh of the Nabob's Eorces to Volcondah Port, Cap- 
tains Gallard and D’Estimanville came out and inform’d him (Captain Clive) of 
their readiness to surrender the Port, and that M' D’Auteuil Avould come out 
bin self and treat upon that Subject. That upon M' D’Auteuil’s ArriA’al, he 
(Otpt” Clive) engag’d his Word to obtain the Nabob’s Consent for M' D’Auteuil 
and his Officers to be Prisoners for one year only, and that they should have 
leave to go to Pondichcry upon their Parole, but not directly from that place, 
Which he told M' D’Auteuil afterw'ards Avas out of his PoAver, and that as We 
did not act as Pidncipals and only as Allies to Nabob Annaverdee Cawn, He 
alone could rati fie Avhat before had been Agreed to in his Name, and of Conso 
quence that it was absolutely necessary, M' D’Auteuil and his Officers should go 
to Trichinopoly for that purpose, as they treated with them by Word of 
Mouth only. Tiiat in i-egard to Avhat M' D’Auteuil Afllrms about the Nabobs 
Passport Cap*" Olive says, that he ask’d him whether He had not received 
a Passport from the Nabob Annaverdee Cawn for his safe Conduct to Syring- 
ham.and that upon his Answering in the Negative, He replied it must have 
been stopp’d, but absolutely declares He neA'cr said that he had stopp’d it. 
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That with respect to tlie Declaration upon Oath of Mess” DeSelve, 
D’Sturville and Alonreau, He is much surprised, as in many particulars He avers 
it is absolutely False, that he acknnwledges about 4< oClock in the Afternoon 
He was in the Hear of a Village drinking Tea in Company with M' Vareille, 
and upon hearing a great Koiseran out to see what was the matter when he 
discovered the Seapovs in General running up the Breach, IJiion which only 
M' Vareille anti himself went forwards and were met about fifty yards from 
the Pagoda by M*' DeSelve, Who begg’d of him (Capt"!' Clive) to protect him and 
his People fiom being plundered by the Seapoys, and accordingly both M' 
Tareille and himself were very Assistant to the Officers Who would certainly 
have been stripped to tlieir skins. That as to his beading the Seapoys it can- 
not be true, for many of them were within the Pagoda before his Arrival, 
Neither is it likely the Commanding Officer would have come himself without 
being follow’d by Europeans and after the Seapoj s were in possession of the Pago- 
da it was at least ten Minutes that any of the English Detatcbment Enter’d, tliat 
upon the Avliole He cannot help being of Opinion it was want of conduct in the 
Officers to suffer the Seapoys to advance, when they saw they paid no regard to tlie 
Flag of Trtice hoisted upon the Breach, and would have been acting more like 
Soldiers to have fir’d upon them. That concerning any Conditions being grant- 
ed, 'I'lie said Gentlemen put it out of the Nabob’s Power by letting the Seapoys 
Master the place before any Terms could be tbouglit on, and He thinks 
it does not look well in Officers to mentiou the Risking their Lives 
in Swimming tbe Calderoon Rh'er when so many hundreds accompan’ed tiiem 
and himself with several other English Officers which he does not remember 
Avas so deep as to occasion any SAA'imming, nor his telling those Gentlemen 
tliat the French Prisoners would be sent to Europe, Though be recollects the 
sum of money promised by the King of Mysore on tbe Surrendry of Syring- 
ham Pagoda, and Wishes He had perform’d tliat Promise. 

That as to M' Zilvaiguer’s Declaration of being attack’d by the English He 
Cannot but look upon it as the most extraordinary one now extant for about 4 
o’clock one Morning He (M’ Zilvaiguer) with a party of Europeans and French 
Seapoys attack’d Capt" Clive and his D<»tatchment and put to death between 
twenty and thirty Seapoys with two or three English men whom they found 
asleep in the Pagoda, and as the said Gentleman and his People wei’e made 
Prisoners at Summiaveram where a part of the English Army had been en- 
camp’d for some time. 

It only remains to declare it was high time for the English to think of 
defending tliemselves against their Enemies in such Circumstances as above- 
related. 

Fort S' George, (Signed) ROBERT CLIVE. 

31’- Augitst 1753. 

Sworn to before me, 

(Signed) CH® BOUROHIER, Sec^. 


Messrs. Clive & Repington. 

Geeteemex, — Tour Protest of the 7*'’ August has been delivered me to- 
which I am to answer. You Avill agree with me tliat your memory fails you, 
for I ca-nnot that Men of Honour are forgetful Enough of the Care of their Re- 
putation to advance Facts notoriously false, whatever Advantage they may' 
promise themselves. 

I enter on my subject, the 13”* of June, the day of the Interview j\P Dal- 
ton Conducted me to M' Lawrence’s Tent, M' Repin gton was there and you,- 
M' Clive, arriv’d a few Minutes after me; You therefore were Witnesses of all 
that Avas Said on one side & the other; Why do not you think proper to give an 
Account of the whole Conference, at least to put the Facts, you do think proper 
to mention in their proper Light. It is so difficult for you to recollect that your 
Chief (M' Lawrence) refus’d to quit the A lliance of the Blacks though I told 
him we were then nothing but French Troops Avho wanted to retire to our 

181 P. D. 
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3?actories and that the good Intelligence hotween our Sovereigns made me hope 
tiiat ho wou d not oppose us ; His Answer is of a Nature not to he easily forgot; 
that being Ally to Mahomed Ally Cawn, liis Troops & his Cannon should be 
employed even at the attack of Poiiditduwry it the Nabob had a mind to March 
there; that therefore he should be sorry to sec me licrsist in my llesolution for 
I iniglit d(!p(Mul on it ho wojild do his utmost to Assist his Allies, and t hat, as 
soon as tliat Day was elaps’d, the Nabob had promis’d the Moratl as & My- 
soreans to leave it to them to revenge their Gods whoso Temples according to 
them had been profan'd. Such a Consideration on the part of a Christian is 
worthy of Admiration. 

Does your memory want another Uuhbing lo put you in mind of my pro- 
posal to your Chief to be Mediator, as I had powers to make .a peace ? Can 
you have any reason to be Silent on his Ilcfusal? You remember no doubt 
that M' Lawrence wanted to colour or Support it on certain cruel Actions com- 
mitted by our People such as the firetended Murder of a Drummer taken with 
M*" Demare, a Fact of which T shewed him the F.ilsity in your Fresence by the 
Confession of the Serjeant that M'as taken in the same A (fair & who has since 
been sent hack to you ; But finding myself unable to Work any Effect on his 
mind, did not I address my Discourse to you telling you that Military men 
should have snme regard themselves and that there was a Certain Glory in mak- 
ing honourable Conditions ‘P 

iM' Lawrence cloak’d his Befusal with a pretence that he must make use 
of his advantages, and upon my telling him that we should never consent to 
surrender on such Terms, he answered that it was Common in Europe to sur- 
render at Discretion : 1 reply’d that his Conduct appear’d to me very extraordi- 
nary when 1 Compar’d it with my ordeis, since it was enjoined me to let the 
English retire into their Factorys whenever they should ask it, and that I had 
Room to expect this should be reciprocal. 

Let us come to Avhat regards the Depositions. All my demands being 
refus’d 1 receded to that of Conducting the Troops to Pondiclierry with their 
Arms uncock’d ; Lawrence Answer’d that he might have obtained this from 
the Nabob, but when once at Pondicherry M.' Dnplcix would make them take 
up arms again, I told him that M' Dupleix & every Military Man, had too 
noble sentiments to make us serve against our Parole, and that I offer’d to engage 

Dupleix to ratify what I had done. M' Saunders is not Ignorant that the 
• Commander General has put in this Condition in the Demaud he made of these 
Prisoners. 

I dont accuse your Memory in this, there is something more than forset- 
fuluess And I protest with all the Stedfastness due to truth that I never promis’d 
that the Soldiers should be sent to Europe from Pondicherry, and if i attack 
you with your own Arms, Avould it not be absurd that M' LaAvrence should 
have Consented to send them by the French Ships (as you grant lower down) 
at the same time that ho refus’d to let me Conduct them to Pondicheriy, since 
According to you they were to be embark’d on the French Ships; Add to this 
the Letter 1 gave to Lawrence of the 14)“* to take our Soldiers out of the 
hands of the Blacks and Conduct them to Cuddalore, and you will agree (or 
others for you) that you advance Facts which Cannot hear the least Examina- 
tion; For iVl’’ Lawrence so exact in demanding Notes, and so Scrupulous about 
giving them, would not have fail’d to insert this Claim either in my Letter or 
my note, but let us return to the Charge. 

This Demand that I made M' Lawrence to carry the Prisoners to Pondicherrv 
did not take place because you call’d him into a Closet contriv’d in his Tent, and 
as you Avas the Oracle he Consulted for the pretended Intentions of the Nabob, He 
ansAvered me that the Nabob did not consent that the Prisoners should he sent 
to Pondicherry. Upon this Refusal I told him that our Prisoners at Trichino- 
poly complained of being 111 treated by the Blacks & Demanded the Prisoners 
should be sent to Cuddalore ; He undertook to obtain this from the Nabob, 
hut that it should only regard those that Surrender’d with me; I told him the 
others Avere French equally with them & that I Avas oblig’d to interest myself 
in every thing that concern’d them ; He renly'd ven/ toell then shall be sent to 
Mttdrass %ipon yoxir Demand. 1 then offer’d my service to M' LaAvrence to . 
Conduct our Soldiers to Cuddalore with their Arms, if he Avould entrust them 
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to US ; as he made some Difficulty I told him it was the Custom in Europe ; 
His answer was that they should be disarm’d and should have an Escort of a 
hundred Europeans ; Well then says 1 ottr Presence loill not he necessary, 
speaking of the Officers ; upon that M* Lawrence imparted to me. that he could 
not o-vant an Escort to the Officers because M' de Selve had made a -had use of 
his ;*^Bur. M' de Selve has since prov’d to me either that the Eact is not true or 
the Eno-lish give more Credit to Blacks than is Reasonable : In short whatever 
mi 2 :ht be M' Lawrence’s Reason he told me the Officers had only to determine 
whether they would make use of this Escort for the Prisoners for he would give 
no other, this happen’d the M' Duinesnil & I confer’d together, and We 
told M" Lawrence that the Officers would make use of it; It is very possible I 
niio-ht say, The Soldiers shall march in the^ best order, but neither I nor M*" 
Duniesnil recollect it, and it must he allow’d that neither tlie Officers nor I for 
them, could engage for this as they had an Escort, and it will be always ap- 
parent that the Officers could not be oblig’d to go into Port S‘ David, because 
there is not the least mention nuade of it in their Note. 

As I am delighted to have my Reputation as well established in the 
Opinion of Men of Honour as of others, let us once more run over the Eact you 
have been pleased to advance gratis, and of which I have said that if it bad 
been design’d to send our Prisoners to Europe, they would have made me put 
it in mv Letter or Note of Parole. Do you mean that on the Idt”* after Dinner 
M' Lawrence communicated to me that he proposed sending the Prisoners 
taken at Wolconda & that he fancied the Nabob would do the same by the . 
last 3kP‘ Dumesnil came in to my Assistance and will assure yon, that after 
havino- told you my astonishment at what I look’d on as an act of Hostility on 
your part to*emhark our Prisoners on your Ships I reply’d to M* Lawrence 
that I demanded his Parole that they should he sent on ours if M*^ Dupleix 
•consented. 

I anree that the Nabob refused me Shaik Hussan or rather you for him. 

It is also allowed that M’ Lawrence gave me his Parole before you, that he 
•would let him escape in the Night, and if he refus’d to keep his Parole an 
Hour afterwards it was owing to you, M*' Olive, who took M* Lawrence aside, 
did not he promise me afterwards as a kind of Reparation to suffer him to 
come and see his Eamily at Pondicbery ? and then to let him escape from 
Ouddalore. A^'ain the 16* he promis’d M' Dumesnil & me not to prevent 
the Nabob from giving up Shaik Hussan & that M’ Dumesnil should be at 
Liberty to ask for him. 

In the conversation of the 13* LaAvrence talking to me of the state 
•of Affairs told me that Dupleix had orders from Europe to drop this War 
& quoted My Lord Alhermarle’s Authority for what he advanc’d, my Answer 
was what M' Repiugton says ; The tm Qovernours no doubt have their Orders. 

Yqyi have reserv’d Qentlemen, for a nice Bit, a stroke which characterizes 
vou, YOU thoun-ht no doubt that you might boldly under the Cover of a rude 
Phrase which proves nothing raise injurious suspicious. What can you mean 
by these words as well as several other little concessions made Jf' Lato hut after 
the snrrendry. Tou cannot have my Effects in View since I refus’d Law- 
rence to take them and had my scrutore opened in his Tent before you. Tou 
would no doubt have explained yourselves if you had meant the Sick or the 12 
Married Men Mahomed Ally Cawn granted me, but tell me if you please who 
oppos’d what Mahomed Ally Cawn granted of the sending hack the Sick to 
Pondicherry ; Was it he dr you who prevented this being done. It is 'es^ to 
guess almost to a Certainty. 

Tour Oath too falls quite to the Ground about the number of twelve 
Volunteers, for my Note Avhich is in M' Lawrence's hand makes mention of 30, 
and he told me this Number far exceeded what he Expected. 

I must add to all that I have said about that I never presum'd f-r- 
Diminish M* Dupleix’s Powers, of ivhich I know all the Extent 

I conclude by protesting afresh that there was never anj mer.tlon befar?’ 
the Surrendry of the Pagodas that the French Officer.? & phonln 

sent to Europe, and that it was only in Conversation after fee £vr?vendrr£c:f '-' 
Pao-odas that M’’ Lawrence thought proper to^ renew the 
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had before spoke of to all the French OlTicers in whom ho was pleased to pnt sa 
unguarded a Confidence. 

You take, .VL* Olivo, so deep an Interest in this sending away the Prisoners 
that you go beyond all Bounds to assoi’t that it was my i)emand and all the 
Officers ; but which is a Trifle Avith you, you have not been able to guard 
yourself against a Reflection which betrays you. You say tluit the kivjping 
the Prisoners at Ouddalorc would have indemnified the English, -Surely you 
dont take this from me, for I never doubted but that a Serious Rfdhiction uiion 
your Conduct must oblige you to Release Prisoners that yo i cannot ke(;p with- 
out hurting the Faith of Treaties, and I did not at the time expect to find you 
so ready to receive them, and 1 only propos’d it to you in despair of being able 
to do better. 

How great was my surprise to hear from our Gentlemen the ill Treatment 
they underwent on the road, even to the wanting to disarm them. 

I am very perfectly, 

Gkntlement, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servant, 
(Signed) LAW. 

Sign for what regards me, 

(Signed) DUMESNIL. 


PONDIOHEKET, 

30tli Attgtist^l762. 


Tlie Dcolaration o£ Capt* Robeut Cmvij, riz., 

That last August being ordered with a party of English Troops only, to take 
the Route of Arcot, on his Arrival at Conjeverain, He reeeived Intelligence that 
a party of Chunda’s Horse afid Sepoys were assembled together to oppose him. 
But upon his nearer approach they abandoned tlie Place, and on the liret of 
September He took Possess^n of Arcot Fort W'ithout the least opposition. That 
on the 23^ of the samenioiyth a Strong Detachment from Chunda’s Army before 
Trichinopoly took possession of theTown and the Nabob’s Palace in the night time, 
and on the 24"' a Sally Avps made to dislodge them, when to his gr*at Surprise 
he found himself and Pavty oppos’d not only by Mooi’s but the French which 
they continued to do th^' whole time the Place was beseiged, and they only (the 
French) made Batteries^a gainst. Cannonaded and bombarded it, and at last made 
two very Considerable Breaches in the Walls. That a large White Flag was 
hoisted upon one of their Batteries and it was a constant Custom Avith them 
(the French) in the Night time to insult his People, upbraid them with their 
want of Provisions, and threaten them at the same time to give them no Quarter- 
if they did not Surrender the Place. That for some Days before an attack AA-as 
made upon the Breaches, although the English Colours were hoisted upon the 
Fort, not the least r&gard was paid to them but on the Contrary several Cannon 
Shot fired thr6 them from one of French Batteries. To the truth of which Capt" 
Olive has made Oath in Fort S'. George this 1" day of September 1752. And 
likewise sign’d his Name in the presence of Charles Bourchier Secretary whoser 
Name is also subscrib’d as a Witness thereof. 

(Signed) ROBERT CLIVE. 

CH® BOURCHIER, 


To — Bossy in France. 

No. 7. 

««««««« 

To return to the War we have in India, we were successful enough in the- 
heginning, but whether thro? the Fault of our Commanders, Want of Force, oe' 
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perhaps Misfortune, We have fallen even to a Degree of not having the least 
resource lefti Our first Shock was the Defeat of the Arcot Army Commanded, 
at that time by M' Very in the absence of M' Brenier who was come in sick 
from Pondicbery ; It was a compleat one for M' Very was the first to run, and 
cry out. Every man for himself : All our Arms and Baggage was taken. The 
Artillery consisted of 8 pieces of cannon. ‘ In short every one sav’d himself with 
what he could pick up there was no time^for Reflection. All Night every man run 
his own Way hardly knowing where they went, and at last the end of fifteen 
Days got to Pondicherry. This was the first Check we received but nothing in 
Comparison with those I am going to entertain you with. The Army at Trichino- 
poly was Commanded by M*" Law Lasse, whose little Experience in Military 
Affairs, th6* a Brave & worthy Man as they say, was the whole cause of our 
Ruin. He Surrender’d having seven hundred fighting Men & being in a Place 
where he could not have been taken but by Eamine, to this it is he attributes 
his Reduction; Others, say not; he surrender’d I say on the most base terms ; 
The Arms were delivered up, he even consented that all our Troops should be 
sent to Europe; I mean to England ; Part of our Troops was carried to Trichino- 
poly, part to Cuddalore, and part escaped, nay even to this Day you see them 
drop in one after another, sometimes at Pondicherry, sometimes here; Tis 
a miserable thing to see these W retches expose themselves to a thousand Dangers, 
and come into the Ereneh Settlements quite naked. M^ Boilleau, the Erenoh 
Surgeon Major of the above army was oblig’d to take Service with the King of 
Tanjom* who is a neutral Party, ljut never fails to do us Mischief, for if any of 
our Prisoners escape they are forced- to pass through bis Country, and if they 
are seen he stops them & obliges them to enter into his Service or else sends 
them back to Trichinopoly ; This is what oblig’d SP Boilleau to take service 
there, as the surest Method of being soon free, and indeed all those that have 
followed this Method have found an Opportunity to escape. 

«««*««« 


OoTarument of India Central Priuting^ OfSce, Calcutta — No. ISl F. D. — 1-3«93 — 500, 




Bxhaota from the Court Minutes reUtioe to the presentation to Zorrl Cline of 
a Siooi'd, as a mark of the Court^s’apjjreoiation of his scroioes. 

3r‘ Oct. i755.— RoTjert Olive,. Esq., late a Commander of the Oompany'n, 
Eorces under the Presidency of Port St. George, being returned from i.hoiioo 
on the Bombay Castle, and paying his respects to the Court. 

The Chairman in the name of the Court congratulated him on his arrival, 
aftd returned him tlianks for the Signal services he had done tlie Oompfiny, 
hopino he would afford such further attendance and Assistance with his 
opinion on affairs in those parts, as the Court or any Committee thoreol’, may 
■ advise with him upon. 

Captain Clive then made his aetnowledgments for the Court’s favors 
and desired leaA'e to assure them, he should with the greatest readiness offer 
any experience he may have gained and embrace every opportunity for further- 
ing their service. 

Whereupon a motion being made Order’d That it be referr’d to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence to consider of a proper present to be made to Captain 
Clive, as a Token of the Court’s sense of his singular services in the East Indies, 
and tor report. 

6'* Feb. 1764. — Minutes of the Committee of Correspond, ence, dated the 
6*’’ Instant, being read, it was unanimously— 

Resolv’d That a sword sett with Diamonds to the value of £600 be pre- 
sented by the Court to Cap‘ Robert Clive as a Token of their esteem for liim 
and sense of his singular services to the Company upon the Coast of 
. Coromandel. 

« « « 4C! « « ft 

Order’d That it be referr’d to the Committee of Correspondence to provide those 
presents and give such further directions thereupon as they shall see fit. 

29'* May 1754.— A. Gold Hilted Sword emach’d with Diamonds bcftig 
provided agreeable to the Resolution of the 6‘'’Eebruary last, and Robert Olivp 
Esq waiting upon the Court, was called in, when the Chairman in their name 
presented him therewith, as an acknowledgment for the eminent services he 
had done the Company in the East Indies and a further mark of the Court’s 
esteem for him. 

n ' Glive express’d his grateful sense' of this Instance of the 

Court s favor as well as for the obligations he was under to them while in the 

East Indies, adding his assurances of the readiness witli which he sliall embrace 
every occasion of shewing how sincerely he has the promotion of the Company’s 
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Our President and .Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


We sent in triplicates by the ships Bombay Caslle, Bardioiche and BJioda 
a general letter under date of the 29th of November last, one or all of which 
we hope vidll have come to your hands long before this, as we gave particular 
directions to our President and Council of Fort St. George to forward those by 
the Bombay Castle and Bboda by the first safe conveyances that offered. 

2. Those letters contained some general informations and directions and 
were accompanied by fists of investments to be made at your Presidency, 
packets from the Secret Committee to the President, and from us, the Court of 
Directors, to the President, Chief of Cossimbazar, Colonel Scott and Mr. Man- 
ringham of the same date with our general Directions other particulars men- 
tioned in the lists of the respective packets, to which you are referred. 

3. We shall now, in the usual method, send you some further information 
as are necessary, together with our sentiments and directions upon the affairs 
of your Presidency in general, and — 

First, of Shipping. 

4. The Bombay Castle sailed out of the Downes with a fair wind on the 
16th of December as did the ships Rardtcicke, Rhoda, Brince of Wales, Brake, 
and Earl of BLolderness on the iQtli of the same month. 

6. The ships Prince George and Exeter, although dispatched at the same 
time, were prevented by some unlucky incidents from getting to the Downes 
time enough to have the advantage of the favourable wind which carried others 
away, and did not therefore sail from thence until the 2nd of January. 

6. Besides the ships mentioned in our last letter we have been under the 
necessity of taking up another, visL, Boding ton, J'ames Samson, Comman- 
der, to accommodate Government with a conveyance for stores and provi- 
sions for the use of His Majesty’s Squadron and Land Forces now in India. She 
is lett for four hundred and ninety-nine tons, mounts twenty-six guns, and is to 
be navigated by seventy Europeans. We have hired her for the run from Eng- 
land to the East Indies and not to return again to Europe, which we have done 
purposely to avoid adding to burthen of shipping already on our hands in India. 
After the said ship’s arrival in the East Indies and have delivered the Govern- 
ments stores and the Company’s effects and passengers, she is to be at the 
entire disposal of the owners upon condition that she shall not be sold to the 
French or any other European nation, and that at whatever settlement she 
shall happen to be disposed of the Governor and Council are to take security of 
the person or persons who purchase her, that they will agree to said conditions. 
We are to pay the owners for the hire the sum of three thousand five hundred 
pounds, vis., one moiety in England, one-fourth part on her departure from Fort 
St. George and the remaining fourth part on the final delivery of consignments 
in Bengal. We are likewise to pay her eight pounds a head for every soldier 
and passenger. If she be detained at her consigned ports for the delivery of her 
cargo, more than thirty days in the whole, we are to pay after the rate of eight 
pounds, seven shillings and eight pence a day for the time of such detention. 
This is a summary account of our agreement with the owners which is intended 
for your immediate information ; what further shall be necessary together with 
the Charter party and other useful papers will be sent you on the ship itself. 

7. It was our first intentions that the said ship should carry all the stores 
and necessaries for His Majesty’s service, but the Lords .Commissioners of the 
Admiralty having intimated that there vrill be a want of beef and pork in the 
squadron before she will probably arrive in India, we have permitted trje ship- 
ping a quantity on the Eastcourt and Bake of Borset arnounting to aboTit sixty 
tons on each ship ; this has in some measure prevented biir sending: sii thrj con- 
signments for the Company intended for your Presidencyi which wjji iherefoTO 
be conveyed to you in the Bodington. 
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8. We have reminded our President and Council at Port St. George of the 

advantage tlie early arrival of the ships 3i8toonri and Duke of Dorset in Bengal 
must be to us, we expect therefore that they will be detained no longer than is 
absolutely necessary. ‘ • 

9. We have carefully perused your answer to the complaints made in our 
letter of the 24ith lanuavy 1763, with respect to the employment, dispatch and 

■ otber matters relative to our shipping, and wo cannot lu*lp saying that they do 
not give us a reasonable satisfaction ; hut not to enter upon further altercations, 
we must acquaint you, that as diligent, faithful and unbiassed conduct in this 
branch our affairs is at all times of great importance to our affairs but 
now more particularly so under the present load of shipping w’e shall expect 
you will make it the object of your most serious attention and save us as much 
as possible from the expenses of demorage which a contraty behaviour will 
certainly bring upon us. 

10. It is inconceiveable to us how you could make such an inadvei-tont 
remark as that in the fifth paragraph of your letter of the 3rd of September 
1753, oia : — “ That though we had destined six ships for coast and bay, yet our 
orders for the investments, could it be fully and in every particular complied 
with, would only be sufficient to load home three as by the calculate enclosures 
in the packet will evidently appear.” Now by the very calculate you sent us it 
appears that the total of the investments to be made at your Presidency 
amounted to twelve hundred ninety-one tons exclusive of any saltpetre and 
redwood, which with the usual proportions of the two last articles is more than 
sufficient for three ships ; and we must further observe to you that the amount 
of the investment to be made on the coast amount eleven hundred and twenty- 
four tons likewise exclusive of saltpetre and redwood, so that you see the six 
ships destined for the coast and bay that season might according to our orders 
have been fully provided for. We call this inadvertence rather than suppose it 
done with a view to mislead us, and hope you will take more care for the future, 

11. We are sensible of the necessity you were under of detaining the ships 

JVinchelsea, Monffort and Mizabeth, and we observe the efforts you 
made to employ them to the best advantage ; what the two former will produce 
by their freight to and from Surat cannot yet appear, but we are apprehensive* it 
will not be adequate to their demorage ; and what you lett the for to 

Captain Rannie, viz., twenty- three thousand rupees, is very far short of what 
we must pay for her detention ; however, as you appear to have done as much as 
you could to procure better terms we must rest satisfied ; and in general whenever 
you are so burthened with tonnage we shall depend upon your faithful and 
diligent endeavours for employing our shipping to the best advantage, always 
remembering our former orders that when circumstances are more favourable 
you will let or employ them so as to earu their demorage at least ; and here we 
must add that we still observe a great backwardness in you to concert with our 
Presidency of Port St. George proper and timely measures for employing our 
ships notwithstanding our frequent orders and recommendations for that purpose. 
If we do not find a greater readiness in future we shall highly resent it. 

12. You must always be mindful that such ships are intended to fill up at 
Port St. George be dispatched there as early as possible ; that wo may not 
lay under the difficulties which their late arrival here necessarily occasion, 
instances of which have of late been too frequent. 

13. As our settlement of the Negrnis is under the 'management of Fort St. 
George Presidency, you must punctually observe and comply with what our 
President and Council there shall desire you with regard to sending shipping, 
artificers, stores, materials, or whatever else may be necessary ; and in particular 

• that any ship which shall be stationed there is relieved in time to be dispatched 
home the same season, to prevent suoh another instance of extraordinary .deten- 
tion as the Colchester* 8, and we think if you had exerted yourselves the Egmont 
might have been sent sooner to her relief. 

14. You must attend to what advices you receive, likewise from our said 
Presidency, with respect to sending a ship for taking in surphis pepper on the 
West Coast; and in all voyages whatsoever you must be extremely diligent to ' 
get our shipping away in time to answer the intended purposes. 
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16. The President and Council b£ Fort St. George liare given it as their 
opinion that cargos of rice for Port St. George may turn to account provided 
it be good, purchased at reasonable prices, that there is no embezzlement and 
the full tonnage is laden, and that it is possible for a ship which is detained 
a season in India to make three trips between Bengal and Port St. George 
the time of loading her for Europe. We have recommended it to our said 
President and Council carefully to agree to this scheme, and strenuously urge 
you to use your best endeavours to carry it effectually into execution, which we 
shall expect you would co-operate with them accordingly. If the ships on 
hand cannot be better employed, they have likewise intimated under the lilve 
circumstances that a ship or two may be employed in bringing timber from 
Pegu for the use of the fortifications at both Presidencies, which being bought 
at the best hand may be advantageous to the Company, but this likewise must' 
be digested between you and carried into execution if the ships cannot be more 
profitably employed. 

16. As you were doubtful whether the crime charged on the fourth mate 
of the Flamouth by the crew of that ship was for the reasons you give cogni- 
zable by you as a Court of Admiralty, we approve of your proceeding no fur- 
ther in it than in binding him over by recognizance to deliver himself up to 
the Court of Admiralty in England to be tried if any prosecutors shall appear. 

17. We have permitted Mr. William Inglis, one of your Assistant Surgeons, 
who by your leave came to England as Surgeon of the Flamouth, to return 
again without prejudice to his standing. 

IS. When you were by former orders limited to the value of the cargo to 
be laden on any ship it was discretional, and on a supposition that you had more 
than one’ship on hand and was intended to divide the risque ; this was not the case 
with regard to the Flamouth : she was the only ship you had remaining ; all the 
goods by the Durrwgton, Fortjield as well as that ship were insufficient returns 
for the great remittances you had received, and our difficulties must be conse- 
quently obvious. In such an extraordinary case therefore you might have laden 
a further qiivintity of goods on the Flamouth, but the more eligible method 
would have been to have reserved another ship to have been despatched home, 
which we are satisfied might have been effected by the goods you had remain- 
ing, the assistance of a good quantity of saltpetre, and by lookmg more strictly 
after our servants at Cossimbazar to get in their investment in a reasonable time. 

19. It is very obseiwable that although you gave public notice for con- 
tracting for stores and materials for the service of our Marine, no proposal was 
given in by any person but Mr, Qrattenden, and he was accordingly contracted 
with for all the coir, cables and cordage. The reason why other persons did not 
offer is evident upon the face of his proposal by which it appears he had 
monopolized those articles under the specious pretence of fulfilling his con- 
tract during the time he had with your connivance forced himself into the. post 
of Superintendent of the Marine. If such methods are pursued we can expect 
nothing but gross impositions, and if we find any future instances of the like 
kind, we shall highly resent them. 

Secondly, or goods fhom Europe, or from one part op India to another. 

20. We have consigned to you on these ships, the Bastcourl and Duke of 
Dorset, one hundred and sixty chests of treasure, vie., eighty on each ship, as 
also to a large amount in woollen goods, copper, lead, iron and other goods 
and stores for sale and use, for the particulars of which we refer you to the 
respective invoices. 

21. The President and Council of Fort St. George have directions as usual 
to take out and coin as much of the bullion above mentioned as you shall hare 
advised them may be necessary for you, and they are forbid detaining any nart 
'thereof unless obliged to do so by absolute necessity, and we hope you wj-l’not 
only receive the whole amount of the treasure by these ships, but iiirewise a 
considerable proportion of that consigned to our said President and Council bv 
the ships BLardwicke and Dombag Castle, Fhoda, and Prince of TFa'ey.. 

22. In our last letter you were acquainted that the broadcloth lotcndef 

for you this season would be about three hundred and thirty-three we 
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are now to acquaint you that we have sent you hut about two hundred and six 
hales. The report to our other Presidencies . are tlie same as mentioned in . that 
letter. , 

23. We have in general conformed to youi*. indents as near as possible, 
which you will observe upon examining tlie invoices ; the only material devia- 
tion is* in the broadcloth; we send you the quantity above-mentioned for the 
reasons given in our last letter, although you did not indent I'or any. 

24. You must strictly observe what we directed in our last letter, \vith 
regard to putting up and selling out woollen goods, the liberty there given 
being to subsist no longer than until you have got off the heavy stock on 
hand, or the first favourable opportunity that offers for returning, the method 
of putting them up at an advance of fifteen per cent, upon the invoice agree- 
able to our former orders. 

26. Your sending such a large parcel of your woollen goods to Bombay 
on the Winchelsea and the Slonifort without first having the opinion of the 
President and Council of that place upon such a measure, was not right, as 
we are apprehensive they have been under the necessity of returning them by 
the said ship. 

26. We shall continue our orders to Bombay Presidency to remind them of 
making you as large remittances as they can spare. We have the satisfaction 
of observing their punctuality hitherto, and the great service it has been to our 
affairs. 

27. As it will not answer to send more than one ship to Madeira, we cannot 
at any time order more than one hundred and fifty pipes of wine, to be con- 
signed to you, and for the reasons given in our last letter you may fall fifty 
pipes short of that quantity if the President and Council of Port St. George 
shall think it necessary to detain so much. 

28. The sample of gunpowder made by Captain Witherington which was 
sent to us by the Oxford having been proved by His Majesty’s officer in the 
tower appears to be of so weak a quality as to be not fit for service, and we 
observe the same complaint has been made of the powder.sent to Port St. 
George. We therefore approve of Colonel Scott’s undertaking the making of 
gunpowder as we have reason to hope this manufacture will succeed to our 
satisfaction under his management. 

29. We now transmit for your information instructions for making gun- 
powder agreeable to the method practised by the persons who make it for the 
use of the Government, which will be of great service to the persons who 
manufacture it, at your Presidency and must therefore be carefully attended. 

30. Your accounts of remains of stores and indents received this season 
are faulty and defective in many articles, particularly in describing properly the 
sorts and sizes of cordage, anchors, canvas and many other sorts of stores 
which has occasioned us a great deal of trouble, and will prove sore disappoint- 
ment to you, which must be avoided in future by more careful attention to the 
drawing up those accounts corrected. 

31. Observing you have a large number of anchors remaining and the 
different sizes of those indented for not being particularized, we are determined 
to send none. 

32. And here we think it necessary to order that Colonel Scott and the 
artillery officers be always consulted when you are forming indents for cannon 
and all kinds of military stores. You are to have a due regard to the hints and 
informations they shall give relative thereto, and they are to sign such indents 
as shall be so agreed on. 

• Thirdly, or Investments. 

33. In our letter, of the 29th of November last you were directed to make 
an early and sufficient provision of saltpetre upon the best terms you can. 
You were likewise acquainted in what manner and proportions it was to be 
laden, as well on the ships to be dispatched directly from Bengal as our other 
Presidency. You must therefore attend to and comply with those directions. 
And as in the present situation of our being unavoidably burthened with ship- 
ping saltpetre will greatly facilitate the dispatch of more than could without 



a considerable proportion thereof to be returned home, you must lose no 
opportunity. of laying in a large stock agreeable to our former orders whenever 
you can procure it at reasonable prices. 

34. We are satisfied with the pains you took in making the saltpetre con- 
tracted for the year 1763, and the success in consequence thereof in reducing 
the price from Arcot rupees six and four annas demanded by Omichund to 
five Arcot rupees and 12 annas ; but we should have been better pleased bad 
you made the contract with Ooja Wazeed whose property it was, rather than 
Omichund, as it plainly appears to be the intentions of the latter to confine, as 
much as lays in bis power, all your dealings in this article in particular to 
himself alone, for we can never suppose his alleged loss by this contract to 
' be fact without concluding at the same time that he will in some ‘ shape or 
other make himself amends for it, and his excuses for asking such an extra- 
vagant price at first are no ways satisfactory. In short, it is for the interest of 
the Company to encourage as many persons as possible to make proposals not 
only for this article of saltpetre but all others whatsoever, and you must 
always endeavour to stir up and promote a useful competition for contracts. 

36. We observe and approve of the President’s conduct in the share be bad 
in beating down the price of the said saltpetre ; and as it is reasonable he 
should be paid expenses he has been put to on the occasion. You are therefore 
immediately to discharge the same, whatever it is; by your advices it appears 
to be about three thousand five hundred rupees. 

36. As the sale of our Bengal goods is. now ended, we find it necessary to 
confirm to you the several remarks made in the course of our list of invest- 
ments on the several species of goods bought on the new plan at the Aurungs 
compared with the same Icinds bought off or contracted for with the merchants. 
The sales of which have answered even beyond our expectation in favour of 
the former, and was in no kinds more remarkable than in the Orua Oossacs, 
and Mulmuls and Doreas Oossajura; the common sort of the two last kinds pur- 
chased at the Aurungs, sold from twenty to thirty per cent, higher than what 
are invoiced as fine bought of the merchants per Dvrrington and Flamouih 
at much higher prices. The Murauls Santipore in general are neither amended 
in quality or reduced in price in proportion to most other sorts purchased at 
the Aurungs. 

37. Since our said list of investment was drawn out, we have made a 
thorough inspection into the several articles purchased at our Factory at Dacca, 
and the sales have but too well confirmed in our sentiments thereon, and in the 
persuasion that your reprimands to the gentlemen there was what their con- 
duct had very justly exposed them to. Notwithstanding our repeated com- 
plaints for these three years past in regard to the bad quality, as well as great 
advance in price of the most considerable articles of their investment, we find 
as much reason as ever to complain of the bad quality of almost every article 
of their fine goods. The Seerbetties, Alliball, Alulmuls, Terrindaras, Nainsooks 
and Seerhandeonnaes, are in general very had in kind, and unless the two last 
articles can be procured of a quality nearly equal to what we have formerly re- 
ceived they will be quite unsaleable. It is the more extraordinary that we 
should be under a necessity of repeating these complaints at a time that the 
quality of several species of the Calcutta investment is not only amended, 
but the price reduced, and must give us no very favourable impressions of the 
conduct of those gentlemen at Dacca who have been principally intrusted with 
the care of the investments, which we shall expect you to enquire as fully-, as 
carefully into, and show the strongest mark of our resentment to those whose 
behaviour hath exposed them thereto. 

38. The fine Dacca Doreas in general have proved very indifferent, inso- 
much that oiriy four bales out of nine put up at our late sale would sell, and 
those at a bare advance. The broader sort of two covids and quarter per Dur- 
rington went dearest of all, and would not sell. The bale of superfine per 
Flamoitth and that per Burring t 0 ivs 6 \^ well, but so bad is the general quality 
of fine goods of that Factory, that unless it can be greatly improved, and hrouo'ht 
up to the musters of former years, we shall be under a necessity of reducfne 
very greatly our investment there. 
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39. By tlie ship Durrlngton we received two bales superfine Mulmuls forty- 
fi.ve covids long, Nos. 1 and 2 ; some of them are very curious, and cannot suppose 
so high a price should have been given had they not been bought or contracted 
for on’ a muster of one of the best pieces, whereas in the best bale there w'ere 
some pieces thirty per cent, inferior in quality to” others. In the lower priced 
bale there was a much greater difiPerence, as well as a greater number of very 
f rayie uneven, bad pieces ; if they could be procured of an even ' quality, and 
without such a mixture of bad pieces, they would answer, but with them we 
apprehend they will be found very unsaleable. 

40. In answer to the 20th and 21st paragraph of your letter, the Flamoulh, 
we shall point out to you the several articles therein mentioned which either will 
not sell or sell at so small an advance as to discourage us from ordering more of . 
them, viz., Allibannies, Romalls Ganpore Gharconnae, New Romalls Barnagore 
and Boosooties, twenty-four covids long and two and a half broad, ditto 
twenty-four covids long and two broad, ditto Romalls, Guttanecs and ditto 
flowered. The Garridarries of all sorts sell very ill ; those of the common sort 
called Garridarries Ghicow excepted, of which kind you may send us five 
hundred pieces (500), and if the price of the common sort can be reduced, you 
must reduce the quantity ordered of each kind per list of investment to five 
hundred pieces, the superfine Garridarries Ghicow will not sell. 

41. The Nainsooks and Seerhandeonnaes J ugdea are a good kind of cloth, 
but come so very dear that they sold with difficulty at a bare advance. 

42. The Herba Lungees and Atcllabannies per Mamouih sold tolerably well, 
and would have the full quantity ordered per list of investment of those kinds, 
Pine Seersuckers in general sold well, more especially the two bales of a new 
sort, Nos. 1 and 2, per Flamouth ; the low ones sell for a bare advance only. The 
Tanjebs Sierra will answer, and shall expect the quantity ordered. The 
Mulmul Radge Gullubpury were tolerably good, but will not do in any large 
quantity, 

43. The Photues of the common sort being all of one pattern sell very in- 
differently, which is entirely owing to the want of variety of checks which is 
evident from the sale of those called the Dutch sort, of which we bad five bales 
per Flamoutht which though bought near one rupee per piece cheaper sell for 
more than the former. You must therefore reduce the common sort, and 
send us as many more of the Dutch sort which contain a variety of differing 
checks or patterns in the same bale. 

44. The Gallapattip and Gossaes Ghaundpore are well approved of; of 
each of those articles we would have five hundred pieces (500). The Mulmuls 
Sabadgepore are good for their price, and would have the quantity ordered of 
them per list of investment ; as to the Mulmuls Santipore forty covids lonf and 
three broad, we find them of a very indifferent quality. If they cannot be pro- 
cured of a better fabrick and more free from frayies they will not answer. 

45. The Doreas Gharconne Gossajura per Flamouth proved very ‘^ood, 
and sold for a great price, but would be still more valuable if they coufd be 
made as even, but a little thinner that the checks might appear more clear and 
distinct. What we have already observed in relation to the Gurrahs, we find 
confirmed by the sale, that those purchased at the Aurungs have found a pre- 
ference, and those of lower prices sold equally weU with more advanced ones of 
those purchased of the merchants. 

46. The bad circumstances of the generality of the merchants employed 
in the providing your investments, their many impositions and non-confidence 
with their contracts have for a long time been so notorious, that other measures 
were absolutely necessary to be taken ; we cannot therefore but look upon their 
obstinacy and insolence in their treaty with you for the investment of 1753 as 
the occasion of one of the luckiest incidents that could have happened to the 
Gompany ; we mean the kying you under the necessity of making the invest- 
ment in a new method, which from your accounts of it and the oreat advantao-e 
we have in its very infancy experienced by the superior quality of the o-oods 
provided under your New Regulations, has been already a great advantage in 
point of profit, and will, we are satisfied, be productive of much greater, if pur- 
sued with zeal and vigour and conducted with integrity. We hope therefore 
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you will convince us, by steadily pursuing this plan, that you have our real 
interest nt heart, and that the intimations we have had of the inclinations of 
some of the I3o:a’d to return to the old method again may prove groundless, 
especially as they go so far as to hint that the merchants have found or are in 
hopes to find a u’ay to reconcile them again to their interest. 

4)7. And here we think it necessary to recommend it to your serious con- 
sideration, whether the investments at the subordinate settlements may not be 
made in the same manner as at Calcutta, and if you find it practicable and as 
advantageous, you are hereby empow^ered to give directions to our servants to 
proceed upon the like plan. 

4-8. Althnugh this new method of sending Gomasfahs to the Aurungs is 
what we highly approve of, yet it must be attended to with great care, and 
in particular no one person whatsoever ought to have an undue influence upon 
the Gomastahs. It was for that reason that we directed in our last letter that 
all the correspondence with and management of them was to be carried on by 
a Committee to be composed of the President, the second in Council, or in his 
absence the next in station to him (Major excepted), and the Export Warehouse- 
keeper, which Committee is to report its proceedings from time to time to the 
Eoard. We hereby confirm those directions, with this addition that it is our 
meaning the said Committee is always to consist of four persons of which the 
President and the Export Warehousekeeper and his assistant are to be three 
and one other of the Council whom you shall think the best qualified for it. 

'49. Great care must bo likewise taken not to risque much of our estate 
at a time in the Gomastah’s hands, and that they give at all times sufficient 
and undoubted security to be answerable for what they are entrusted with, 
and that notwithstanding your method of sending a Cash-keeper with every 
Gomastah who by way of a check keeps one key of the cash chest, yet the 
Goinastah is to be accountable for all the money you advance him. 

30. It was one of your resolutions that no Gomastah should be entrusted 
with more than twenty thousand rupees at one time, which we think a sum 
fully sufficient if not more than necessary ; but upon an inspection of the state 
of the Aurungs transmitted to us by the Flamouih you have in many instances 
considerably exceeded that sura ; particularly it appears there was owing to the 
Company as a balance from Hurricall Auning forty seven thousand eight 
hundred and seventy one rupees nine annas and nine pice, of which thirty 
thousand rupees was in cash and four thousand in the DelolPs hands, the re- 
mainder was cloth in the godown and in the washerman’s ; this with the other 
instant in the said state has the appearance of too much remissness at fiirst 
setting out, as you have given no reasons for so doing. 

51. Many regulations must occur to you as you proceed on this plan neces- 
sary for the better conducting it (which cannot be thought of by us) for the 
safety of our estate, the good quality and cheapness of the goods, as likewise 
for the early provision of them, for all .which we must and shall depend upon 
your integrity and judgment. 

62. And here we cannot help observing that had you entered upon the 
consideration of your investment sooner, w'e might reasonably have expected 
even upon your new plan a much larger quantity of goods ; the want whereof, 
together with the lateness of their arrival, have much distressed us, but we 
depend upon your having made us ample amends for the disappointment by a 
large and early investment in 1761, especially as you had a flow of cash for the 
purpose. 

63. Tour opening the cottah to receive any ready money goods made in or 
near Calcutta, and your setting the weavers to work upon Romalls and other 
goods fabricated in our bounds, meet with our entire approbation, and we hope 
you will prosecute this branch likewise with the utmost vigour. 

64. It has appeared to us very extraordinary, that so exceeding populace 
a place like Calcutta is, and no doubt inhabited by great numbers of weavers, 
should be of so little immediate benefit to us. Tlie merchants have employed 
those useful people and have hitherto run away with the advantange which we 
might with equal ease have obtained. But thanks to the conduct of those mer- 
chants which has drove you to. expedients which might not otherways lv>Te been 
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thought of, you now find may sorts of goods are fabricated within our'houndsi 
cheap and of good qualities, and may be had at the first hand as it is evi- 
dently for our interest. Therefore, to encourage not only all the weavers now in 
our hounds hut likewise to draw as many others as possible from all countries 
to reside under our protection, we shall depend " upon your utmost efforts to 
accomplish the same, and shall hope= the time is not far off wherein we shall 
find a great share of your investment made under your own eyes. 

65. The merchants’ behaviour has been such as to deserve no favour. You 
have therefore acted very rightly in keeping them strictly to the terms of their 
contract by obliging them to pay the penalties they had incurred according to 
your statement of their accounts. 

66. The utmost attention must be always had to the conduct of our 
servants at the subordinates through whose hands so great a proportion of oiir 
estate passes. The annual remarks we have made in our lists of investments, 
together with what appears upon the face of your letters and consultations, 
especially those received last season, shoiy the necessity of it. At Cossimhazar 
our servants have so remarkably fallen off, in that once valuable article of 
raw silk, not to mention others that we cannot suppress the suspicion that 
must naturally arise against their management. Our servants at Dacca likewise, 
who for a considerable time gave us great satisfaction, have of late done quite . 
the reverse, and we have as much reason to complain of our people at Jugdea. 
In short, we have too much reason to believe our servants at the several 
subordinates in one shape or the other unfaithfully interest themselves at our 
expense in the investment, and we are the more induced to believe so far from ' 
the observation we have made upon the Delolls of Jugdea, complaint against Mr. 
Bayley and Playdell, which was under your examination upon the departure, of 
the Flamouth, together with some hints which have been given us of unfmr 
practices at Dacca, which we are not yet sufficiently apprized of to mention, to 
all which add the very extraordinaiy instance of Mr. Wogan’s raising from 
nothing such a fortune at Dacca as it is generally reported he has brought home, 
although so young and long in the service. Dpon the whole, there appears a 
real necessity that their future conduct should be well looked after, and scrutiny 
made into their past management. 

57. We therefore hereby direct that immediately upon the receipt of this 
a supervising Committee he formed which is to be composed of the President 
for the time being, Mr. Charles Manningham, Mr. Richard Beecher, and Mr. 
John Zepheciah Holwell, and in case of the death or absence of any of the 
before mentioned persons the President is to fill up the said Committee to 
the number of four with such other members of the Council as he shall judge 
best qualilied for such an important trust. 

68. This Committee is to enquire into the manner of making the invest- 
ments and the management in general at the subordinate settlements ; they are 
likewise to enquire iuto the particular conduct of our servants employed there 
for some time past, now, and in future, and whether they have or do make any 
unjust advantages, and what in the management of the investment or in any 
other branches of their employes, and they are to consider of and point out such 
regulation as they shall think necessary, and the said Committee is empowered 
to send for such books and papers and examine all such persons, whether blacks 
or white.s, as they shall judge can give any information in the matters before 
them, and they arc to report the facts with their opinion upon the whole to the 
Council Board from time to time. The Board is then to take into considera- 
tion the said reports and determine thereupon impartially and according to the 
best of their judgments, always remembering to do the utmost in their power 
to recover what the Company are defrauded off. And you are further directed 
to enter all such reports, together with your proceedings thereupon at large, in ' 
your diiirj’ for our information. 

59. If it shall be found necessary to send any one of the Committee to the 
subordinate .settlements we would have Sir. Holwell proceed thither, unless he 
shall rcprc-sent that Ins absence will he of great prejudice to the Company in 
his p-irticulnr employ as zemindar, and in that case one other of the Committee 
is to he sent, the President excepted. 
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60. If the said Committee shall think it necessary to have any persons in 
our service suspended, you are accordingly to suspend them until our pleasure 
is known, unless you find good reasons to the contrary. 

61. As the trust reposed in this Committee is of great importance, and their 
proceedings will, we are satisfied, he attended with many good consequences, we 
require every member of the Council and every person in our service to he aid- 
ing and assisting to the utmost of their power to the said Committee if they 
expect a continuance of our favour. 

62. As the entrusting the conduct and management of our affairs at the 
subordinates to people of experience is of the highest concernment to the Com- 
pany, it must be observed by you for the future as a standing rule or order, 
that our set of servants at Cossimhazar do consist of two of your Council and 
one senior merchant at least, besides junior servants; at Dacca, of one of your 
Council, a senior merchant and junior servants, and that one of the best quali- 
fied servants next below your Council he always appointed Chief of Jugdea 
Luckapore or wherever else the Jugdea settlement shall be moved to. 

Fotjutelt, of the Teade of India and Transactions with the Country 

Government. 

63. It appears very strange that the Dutch Director and Council at Hughly 
should not long ago have made the claim you mention, with regard to some 
transactions with the Ostenders in the year 1733, if they were satisfied it was 
a I’easonahle demand upon us ; your not complying with the demand without 
our directions was right, but at the same time that you transmitted it to us, 
you ought to have sent us what account you could find of it in your hooks 
and registers of that time, together with your opinion upon the whole, for want 
of which wo can give you no other directions than that, if the demand is re- 
newed, you must give us the best informations you can collect of the nature 
and justness of this demand and wait our further orders. 

61<. ITc agree in our sentiments with you that as the Armenians enjoy the 
heneflt of our protection, they ought to pay consulage equally with the 
Europeans. You are therefore to continue collecting it agreeable to our former 
orders, unless you find it will he attended with any had consequences. 

65. You must use all prudent measures by applications to the Darbar and 
other ways to get relieved from the impositions of the Chokeys planted up and 
down the countiy represented to us in your letter of the 4th of January, but 
at the same time you must lie extremely careful to prevent all abuses of the 
Dusticks, that the Government may have no pretences to interrupt the trade 
on that account, which we are afraid they have sometime too much reason for. 

66. We observe your proceedings on occasion of the prohibiting the im- 
portation of rice from Eahcrgu into Calcutta, and the stand you made against 
complying with the demand of three thousand rupees for a Pervannah to take 
of the said prohibition, which for the reasons you give we approve of, and we 
shall depend upon your conduct to procure the free importation of grain in 
such a manner as according to circumstances you shall judge best to prevent 
the necessity and misery which must he the certain consequences of a scarcity 
in such a populous place as Calcutta. 

67. We do not find any other material complaint against the country Gov- 
ernment in the course of your advices now before us, excepting that we see 
an extreme readiness to lay hold of every opportunity that will afford the least 
occasion for exacting money, which we hope you will take great care not to 
give them any real or plausible pretences for. It requires great prudence to 
ward them off, and the keeping a good correspondence with the Nabob and his 
Darbar ; and giving now and then a timely present agreeable to our former 
directions, we still think to be the most likely method of effecting it. 

68. We wish the removal from Jugdea to Luckapore may not be the effects 
of bad conduct in Messrs. Bayley and Playdell. We must therefore wait for a 
result of your enquiry into their conduct before we can give any further 
directions than we did last year ; that we must depend upon your conducting it 
to the best advantage, and with regard to their proposal for farming the district 
of Luckapore on our account you did right not complying therewith without 
our orders, but yon ought to have given us your sontimeiits whether you thought 
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it eligible or, not; and before we give our consent, you must send them to us 
very explicitly, and your opinion whether the renting that district may bo of 
any, and what advantage, or the contrary ? 

69. Upon occasion of Mr. Holwell*s motion to take more effectual posses- 
sion of Patna Pactory, we find you were of opinion that without our leave for re- 
establishing, that factory it would be of no benefit to send a Covenanted servant 
thither, but on the contrary would make us liable to exaction, and wc think 
you judged right ; although from past experience we shall not bo induced with- 
out good reasons to resettle at Patna, yet 7 ?e shall be very glad to have your 
thoughts upon it, and therefore direct that you take this affair into your 
serious consideration and lay before us the advantages and disadvantages that 
may attend such an undertaking, together with your opinion upon the whole ; 
and if it shall be your opinion that a resettlement may be of utility to ‘the 
Company, you are to point out the ‘manner and method of effecting it to the 
greatest advantage. 

70. The death of the Nabob is an event that may on account of his great 
age be daily expected, and as it is highly probable it may be attended with great 
confusion and troubles in the province before another can be securely seated ; 
we therefore recommend to you whenever it happens to take all prudent 
measures to preserve our possessions, effects and privileges, and standing only 
upon the defence to observe to the utmost of your power the strictest neu- 
trality between the competitors. It was with a view to this event that in our 
last letter we so readily approved of Colonel Scott’s proposals for rendering the 
settlement more defensible ; and as it did not appear to bo a work of tinae or 
much expense, we hope your next advices will inform us it is near if not fully 
completed. 

71. We advised you by the ships of last season that we had for a consider- 
able time been in treaty with the French East India Company for an accom- 
modation of the differences between the two Companies on the coast of Coro- 
mandel ; but notwithstanding our readiness to agree to all reasonable and 
honourable terms, the difficulties thrown in the way by the French Minister 
and Company, together with their usual chicanery, have hitherto prevented those 
differences froin being terminated by a happy treaty ; however, as one of the 
Commissaries still continues in England, we are not absolutely without hopes, 
it will at last be attended with success, for which no endeavours on our part 
should be wanting, 

FiriHLY, OF- Foutifioations, Buildings and Bevenues. 

72. Having in our last letter being very full with regard to the fortifica- 
tions and works at your Presidency and the methods to be observed in conduct- 
ing them, we have at present little more to say than what relates to the 
revenues. 

73. We have with great attention perused and considered Mr. Holwell’s 
state of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland’s remarks, Mr. Holwell’s reply, 
and the other papers relative thereto, and we must in justice to Mr. Holwell 
acquaint you that he accounts for the mistakes which have happened in the 
State in a manner that convinces us they were mere inadvertencies and no way 
calculated to impose upon us. That he has evidently increased our revenues 
to a very considerable amount without imposing any new duties or oppressing the , 
poor; but on the contrary several old ones have been abolished and the poor in 
many instances relieved ; and we must as a further piece of justice to him add that 
the insinuations of his raising his own character w'ith us at the expense of the' 
reputations of the gentlemen who preceded him in his office of jemindar are 
entirely without foundation. • In short, his integrity, capacity and application have 
rendered him so well worthy our notice that we are determined, most heartily 
to countenance and protect him in aE his endeavours to serve the Com- 
pany. 

74). It was very natural to expect, when a piece of such importance as Mr, 
Holwell’s state of our revenue was laid before you, which as so long ago as the. 
17th of December 17 B 2, that you should have given it a speedy and serious 
consideration in order to have informed us of your sentiments upon an affair , 
of such a complicated nature, but how great is our disappointment and sui’prise. 
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to find you have not from that time to the despatch of the Flamouth in the 
beginning of March last considered it as a Board so as to come to any resolu- 
tions or opinion for our information, hut have transmitted to us the remarks of 
one member only who, notwithstanding what you say in your letter of the 4th 
of January 1754-, does not appear upon the face of any of your consultations 
to have been authorized to collect and make remarks for your information, as 
ought to have been done if you intended to have proceeded with any regularity 
in an affair of such consequence ; and it is very observable that those remarks 
were designedly, as we have reason to beliove, delivered in so late in the season 
as rendered it extremely diCSoult for Mr. Holwell to reply to them in time to 
obviate the impressions they might have made on us to his prejudice; but 
however well qualified Mr. Praukland may be to execute a work of such a 
nature, it pught to have been the business of a Committee regularly appointed 
for the jJurpose and not the result of the . voluntary enquiry of one jierson 
only ; and we shall be greatly disappointed if w’e do not find you took that 
method upon the departure of the Flamoitth so as that we may receive by the 
next ship at furthest a full and satisfactory account of your proceedings in, and 
sentiments upon this affair. 

76. But if you have still delayed to enter upon the examination of the 
state of the oflice of Jemiuder and the several papers which have passed upon 
the occasion, you are hereby positively dii*ected immediately to set about the 
same, in order for stating for our information the advantages and disadvantages 
of the present plan, and pointing out what alterations and regulations you 
think necessary to be made in it as well for the advantage of the Company as 
the ease and common benefit of the people. 

70. We must hei'e remark that the office of Jemindar of Calcutta, is of 
so complicated a nature, and the business so various and burthensome, that it is 
almost impossible it should be conducted under the direction of one person. 
You are therefore to consider whether it may not be divided into several branches, 
to be managed by different persons ; and if yop think such on alteration may be 
of general utility, you are to point out the proper methods of carrying it into 
execution. In proposing such a division, we have a view not only to the general 
utility which may bo the result, but likewise to ease Mr. Holwell as far as it 
is consistent from the heavy load of business he labours under, that we may 
have the benefit of his abilities in other material branches of our affairs. 

77. You arc likewise to point out to us what duty or fines appear to be 
particularly grievous upon the poorest sort of people, such as the duty on 
marriages which wc think ought to be either totally abolished or levied with 
great regard to circumstances, and the duty called Etlack,* if it is necessary to 
he continued, ought to bo used with moderation and greatly redressed. 

78. You must send us an account of your Avhole proceedings in this affair 
as soon as possible, and wait for our confirmation and further commands, except 
that you may carry into execution such regulations as shall appear to be 
immediately necessary without waiting for orders. 

79. And hero we must recommend it to you to fix upon all the bazars and 
other the most public places in the town, in the different languages, exact 
accounts of all the duties, fees of office and all other allowed collections upon 
all sorts of.goods, provisions, necessaries and other particulars which contribute 
to our revenues, for the information of the people in general, and you must take 
effectual care that the farmers’ collectoi’S and others do not exact a pice more 
than is allowed, and you are hereby directed to transmit to us for our inform- 
ation, copies of such public note. 

80. It is our inclination and intention that the inhabitants be governed 
with mildness and equity, and not oppressed by grievous duties, yet at the 
same time the increase of our revenues in general must be the constant object 
of your care, as far as it may be reasonable and without oppression extended. 

81. We think the duty of five per cent, proposed to be levied on the sale 
of houses belonging to Europeans and others in the white town as mentioned in 
your letter of the 4th of January is reasonable, andAve direct, therefore, that it 

■ be levied. 

• Xtlncl:, properly Itlack.- H. Oitcml, likerntin^, Betting free.) In Hindustan, the ofiSce and records of snmmons, 
and fees on tlieir ilclivcry. ‘Under tlio .Moliftminndan Govcmineut fees paid by suitors on the decision ofthdr causes • 
also a fee exacted from dofendnnt ns wages for a peon actioned over bini as soon as n complaint nrqs preferred against ' 
liim. Wilson’s Glossary of Indian 'lerms. • . o, .. 
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82. We can form no judgment of the reasonableness or other.ways of the 
proposal mentioned in your said letter of the 4th of January in relation to 
converting the ground rent called cowries into siocas, and raising the half-rent 
into whole rent, because we cannot have a sight of Mr. Holwell’s letter, which, 
although said to be entered into your diary, is carelessly omitted, and a copy 
has not been transmitted us, as it ought to have been. 

83. Although in the present circumstances of. the Company, we cannot 
afford to lessen our revenues unless it is absolutely necessary for. relieving the 
distresses of the poor, we hope that only has been the motive for your 
taking the gunge into your hands and lowering the duty upon the import of 
grain; and although in extraordinary cases we leave you a discretional power 
to act according to the best of your judgment, you must always remember 
to levy the old duties whenever circumstances will, admit of it. 

84. The importation of your ships and vessels of Foreign Ports upon llie 
coast of Coromandel, must without doubt greatly prejudice that branch of our 
revenues, the customs ; and the President and Council of Port St. George did 
their duty in representing to you the bad consequences of it, and the necessity 
of reviving the standing order of the 31st January 1734. Although we are 
desirous of indulging all our servants in a freedom of trade, yet w^e will not 
allow of its being carried on in any respects to the prejudice of the Company; 
on the contrary, Avhoever enjoys the benefit of our protection ought to contribute 
as far as lies in their power towards the expenses we are constantly put to on 
that account. We therefore do most earnestly recommend it to you to take 
care that no ships or vessels belonging to yourselves, our other servants or any 
person trading under the Company’s protection, do load their cargos or any part 
thereof at any ports, either European or Moors, to the northward or southward 
of Port St. George, but at Port St. George itself, or such other factories or 
settlement, which belong to us, unless very satisfactory reasons are given to 
the contrary at either or both Presidencies. We have directed our President 
and Council of Port St. George, as we now do you, to acquaint us from time to 
time how this recommendation is complied with, that we may show a proper 
resentment against such persons^ who shall be regardless of our interests, in order 
to prevent any restraints upon trade. We have laid our positive command upon 
the President and Council of Port St. George to take the utmost care to invite 
and encourage trade by the general good usage of all persons who may resort 
to Port St. George or its subordinate settlements for that purpose, and in par- 
ticular by suffering them to buy and sell publicly or privately as they them 
selves shall choose to deal freely and without restraint with whoever they shall 
think proper, and that if any of our servants at that Presidency shall prevent or 
endeavour to prevent such a freedom of trade on any pretence whatsoever, we 
have acquainted them they will incur our highest displeasure. 

85. And the more effectually to prevent all combination, monopolies and 
attempts upon the freedom of trade, we have directed our said President and 
Council to affix up in the most public places at Port St. George and the several . 
subordinate settlements in the usual languages, publications for the notice of 
all persons, of these our intentions ; that they may be entirely freed from the 
apprehensions of being hindered, imposed upon and oppressed in their trade by 
the Governor, the Members of the Council, our inferior servants or any other 
persons whatsoever, and we have directed them to transmit to us for our infor- 
mation a copy of such publications. 

86. What we have laid down in the preceding paragraphs must be 
observed by you and all our servants as inviolable rules for the good usage of 
traders and entire freedom of trade at our Presidency of Port William ; and you 
arc hereby commanded to give public notice thereof accordingly, and send'to 
us for our information copy of the publications you make on the occasion. 

Sixthly and Sevexthlt, of Covenanted and Militaky Servants and 

Accounts. 

87. In our last letter you were acquainted we had permitted Mr. William 
ilidcr to return to his station according to his original standing. He took his 
pi'5.<;.agc on tho Bombay Castle, Port St. George, from whence he will make tlie 
best of his way to you by some other conveyance. 
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88. The eight young gentlemen whom we acquainted we had appointed to 
•he writers upon the Bengal Establishment, viz., John Dod, Kichard Tarriano, 
John Burdett, lYilliam Knapton, Henry Lushington, George Ballard, Erancis 
Charlton, and Castle Gray, all of them proceeded on the Mardioicke. 

89. We how send you a list of the names of such persons as have our per- 
mission to reside in India, as free merchants in the seafaring way or otherways. 

90. Having taken into consideration the case of the certain young engineers 
who were assistants to the late Mr. Bohins, wo do agree and direct that they 
be immediately put upon the footing of covenanted servants, and that they have 
the salaries and appointments of covenanted servants aecording to their standing, 
that is to say, those that landed with Mr. Robins from the day of their arrival 
and jMr. John Call from the day Mr. Robins first engaged him, upon this con- 
dition however that they sfill serve us as Engineers, so long as we shall have 
occasion to employ them in that capacityi or until our fm*ther pleasure is known. 
Tliey are over and above their appointments as covenanted servants to have such 
allowances as they shall merit in their capacity of engineers ; we do not choose 
at present to fix them on the establishment of any particular Presidency as 
they are to be occasionally employed wherever our Engineer- General shall think 
them most useful, however they are to rank and be paid during their resi- 
dence at any of our Presidencies in the manner before-mentioned. 

91. Although you h.ave caused Charles O’Hara to execute the covenants 
transmitted to us by the Porffteld asja writer upon the Bengal Establishment, yet 
we reserve to ourselves the libertv of stationing him at either of our other Presi- 
dencies of Fort St. Gcbrge or Bombay as we shall hereafter think fit. We have 
given directions to the President and Council of Fort St. George to cause the 
other assistants to the late l\Ir. Robins to execute covenants there with the like 
reservation of stationing them at Bengal or Bombay. Sir. O’Hara must write 
to his friends to give the usual security for his performance of covenants. 

92. Mr. Manningham having discharged his duty as standing Export Ware- 
house-keeper greatly to our satisfaction, and depending upon the same conduct 
so long as ho shall continue in that post, which is to be until we signify our 
orders to the contrary, you are hereby directed to pay him current rupees 
four thousand a year over and above his salary and appointments as one of the 
Council, which is to commence from the time you received our orders for 
a])pointing him Export Warehouse-keeper, and is to continue so long as he remains 
in that post, but the said allowance is to be paid on this express condition that 
it is to be in lieu of all fees, rewards or perquisites whatsoever as Export 
Warehouse-keeper. 

93. But you are hereby directed not to make the said allowance of four 
thousand current rupees to any person whatsoever who shall succeed or follow 
Mr. Manningham in the post of Export Warehouse-keeper without our express 
leave as we shall not continue it but to persons who give us good proofs of 
their behaviour in it as Mr. Manningham. 

94i. jMr. Holwell has highly merited our particular notice and encourage- 
ment, and the least we can do for him is to let him rise in our service equally 
w'ith the rest of our servants. We do therefore hereby annul and make void 
the restriction in our commands of the 8th of January 1752, by which he was 
fixed as twelfth and last of Council, and to remain so without rising to a 
superior rank therein ; and we dii'ect that upon the receipt of Mr. Holwell take 
rank and his seat at the Board according to the time of his arrival in Bengal in. 
the same manner as if no such restriction had been made, that is to say, next 
below Mr. Mathew Collett. But, however, it is our meaning and direction that 
Mr. Holwell do still continue Jemindar, and that he is not to quit that post 
without our leave. 

9.*). And here we think it proper to declare our sentiments for the encour- 
agement of our servants in general, that such of them as shall by their abilities, 
integrity and zealous endeavours to serve the Company render themselves objects 
of our favour, will certainly be taken due notice of. 

96. As it is extremely material that all our servants in general should 
acquire a knowledge of investment, we direct that every junior servant be 
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general, or any particular Ijranclies of them, you are seriously to attend to 
and consider them, and apply such remedies as the nature of them requires. 

104. Whatever directions we give to you must always he understood to 
extend to all your subordinate settlements as far as circumstances will admit, 
and you are to give the necessary orders accordingly. 

106. In consequence of the authority the President is vested with, he is to 
call upon the several persons employed to see in what manner their business is 
executed, and prevent giving us such continual reasons for complaint ; for we 
'are sorry to say that almost all the books, papers and accounts received this 
season with regard to method as well as writing are faulty and slovenly to a 
degree that we are quite ashamed of, and plainly show the great negligence of 
both our superior and junior servants. 

106. The Consultation book in particular is very faulty and in abundance 

of respects, especially as many material papers and accounts are omitted to be 
entered and the greatest part of it so carelessly copied as to be hardly legible, 
and the General books have equal faults to be found in them. % 

107. It is a Bye Law of this Company that the Court of Directors shall 
annually in the month of June cause a general state of the Company’s afPairs 
to be drawn out and laid before them ; this is the principal reason for our direct- 
ing you to send us by every opportunity an account of your quick stock and at 
tlie same time be obvious how correct that account ought to be to answer pur- 
poses for which it is intended. But you sent us none of your packets which was 
forwarded in September last by the way of Fort St. George or by the Portjield, 
neglects that you must never again be guilty of, and we must observe that the 
accounts in general are not so exact and methodical as they would be if the 
directions we formerly gave were punctually observed and which therefore 
must be more carefully attended to in future. In particular you must make a 
memorandum at the foot of them of goods or money either received or sent to 
our other Presidencies near the time the account is dated, as otberways the 
balance thereof by being discharged from yours and not received at the Presi- 
dency they are consigned to may not be accounted for at eitlier. This was the 
case in the accounts transmitted to us by the Oxford, the invoices by the Sector 
and Siirrington for Bombay being neither included in yours or the Bombay 
Accounts of Quick Stock. 

108. We last year sent you particular directions with regard to the manner 
of keeping your General Books so as to render them not so voluminous for the 
future which you must exactly attend to, as we find you have previously'made 
some regulations of the like kind though not exactly in the method we have 
pointed out. 

109. We now forward some remarks made by our Accountant-General 
upon your last books which you are to take due notice of, particularly of the 
irregular seperating the invoices of the cargos sent you into several parts and 
making as many entries in the journal as there are parts or parcels and some 
in vexy distant pages, a method which must necessai’ily occasion confusion and 
is liable to mistakes. 

110. Many mistakes and omissions appear in your Bills of Exchange and 
your advices relative to them again this season all owing to want of care and 
attention, and not giving us occasion to repeat our complaints so often on this 
head. 

111. From the large sums of money which have been remitted to England 
by Bills of Exchange upon us for money paid into our cash by several of the 
Commanders of om* ships, we have some reason to suspect they are the produce 
of illicit trade ; you must therefore for the future oblige every Commander to 
make oath before you agreeable to his instructions, that the nioney paid in by 
liim is in part of his allowed privileges and profits thereon, and that he neither 
lias taken up, or will take up money in India to trade withal in the room of it ; 
upon your so doing you are to grant a certificate for the amount. 

112. The books of standing orders transmitted to us by the Fortjield is 
very defective, and particularly for more than ten years past. We therefore 
positively insist upon and direct that you turn twenty years backward at least 
and make a careful abstract from our commands to you, not only of what are 
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therein particularly termed standing orders, hut of whatever else shall he 
judged to he rules of conduct, and hero you arc not to fail on any pretence 
whatsoever, and that wo must ho assured of your compliance, you arc not to 
fail sending us a copy as soon as it can he possibly comploled. That this col- 
lection must he made with judgment it must ho performed hy one or more of 
your ablest hands. 

113. All papers of consequence any -way relative to the Company or their 
affaii’s should be constantly made a part of your packets, and accordingly in- 
serted in the lists. To show you how defective you have been in this i)articular 
wo now send you an account of such papers, only which ought to have been 
inserted in the Mamoiith's packet as a specimen of many other omissions of the 
like nature. 

lid'. Although the officers and military recruits on the ships Bantcourt and 
Duke of Dorsett arc intended for your Presidency, wo arc ajiprchensive the 
President and Council of Port St. George will ho under the necessity of 
making use of the liberty we have given of detaining them for our service on 
the Coast of Coromandel. Under those cii’cumstances, we can only recommend 
it to you with the assistance of Colonel Scott to recruit and keep up your gar- 
rison in the host manner in your power until from a happy turn our affairs you 
may ho supplied in the usual manner. 

116. We observe and approve of the method the President and Council of 
Fort St. George have agreed upon of continuing the detachments belonging to 
and intended for Bengal as properly belonging to the Bengal Establishment, 
and it would he a hardship on the officers to lose their rank .and Presidency hy 
serving us on the Coast of Coromandel. We therefore direct that all tlic 'offi- 
cers as well as those sent out for Bengal as those who command the detach- 
ments sent directly hy you to the assistance of Fort St. George, do preserve 
their rank upon the Bengal Establishment w’ithout being superseded in case of 
their return. 

116. To obviate a doubt which has been made, we now declare it to be 
our intention and meaning that the Captains of the Artillciy Company (and 
not the Major) is to provide the clothing for the Company in the same manner 
as the Captains of the other Companies are allowed that privilege by our Mili- 
tary Regulations. 

117. It is but justice that the officers of the Artillery Company have equal 
encouragement with the rest of our forces. Wc therefore direct that thev do 
succeed according to their ranks to vacancies as they happen in the lililitarv 
Companies, provided you are fully satisfied of their merits and good behaviour. 

118. If it is practicable for the Buxerys employed in the Jemindary to 

be rendered useful as a Military body under the command of Colonel Scott 
without putting the Jemindar to difficulties in the execution of tlie judicature 
branch of his office, we think it a desirable measure. We tbei*efore recommend 
it to you to reconsider this case and determine upon it as you shall judge may 
be most conducive to our interest. * ** 

EighthiiT, concerning the Charter. 

119. With your general letter the Blamouth we received the following 
papers ; — 

A complaint of Messrs. Bannie and- Kelsell Elderman against Messrs. 
Goddard and Gray with their answer and the deteimination of our President 
and Council thereon. Copy of the Proceedings m the Mayor’s Court relatino- to 
Ueepchund’s deposit with a letter from Mr. Dumbleton to Mr. Cole, our Soli- 
citor. 

Proceedings of the Mayor’s Court in the case of Solomon Margas and So- 
phia Aratoon. 

Letter from Mr. Kelsall and others to the Court of Directors for enlarging 
the sums cognizable by them to one hundred rupees. ” 

Letter from the Mayor’s Court to the Court of Directors, wherein most of 
the particulars before mentioned are repeated. 

120. We shall consider these papers in the order we have stated them. 
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121. On the 80th of October 17B3 a rule of the Mayor’s Court was made 
to oblige executors and administrators to deliver in in ventories and accounts of 
the estates of the person they represented within the times therein limited, 
which order we are of opinion was a very right and proper one. 

122. On the 6th and 16th November 1763 Mr. Alderman Rannie made 
other motions for the further regulation of executors and administrators. The 
subject of these motions however substantially right in themselves do not seem 
to us to be so properly rules of practice as laying down rules for what should 
be the judgment of the Court upon cases that may come before them. But 
however that may be, they were not questions in any particular cause then 
immediately under the consideration of the Court, but were motions only for 
the forming general rules of practice, which rules if they had been agreed to 
by the Court were to affect aU persons in general, and were not calculated to 
affect any one person in particular or by name upon questions of this nature 
and which carried are to be the acts of the Court. We are of opinion every 
member of this Court has a right to give his opinion and vote as he thinks fit, 
and the Court ought not to have received Mr. Dumbleton’s information. We 
think Mr. Goddard and l^Ir. Gray had a right as Aldermen to vote in these 
questions, and that our Governor and Council were likewise right in dismissing 
the application that was made to them for removing Mr. Goddard and Mr. 
Gray from their office of Aldermen on this account. 

123. As to Dipchand’s deposit, Mj. Cole being the plaintiff in cause obtain- 
pd a decree to have Dipchand’s deposit paid to him with interest and costs. 
!From this decree an appeal was brought before the King in Council, upon 
hearing whereof the decree was reversed as to interest and cost, and upon our 
President and Council giving security to pay the costs of the re-hearing, our 
President and Council have a year’s time given them from the service of the 
Order in Council to proceed in the cause in the manner mentioned in that 
order. Mr. Cole never served this order, and it seems rather to have been his 
duty to have carried this order into execution. In the meantime Mr. Cole 
died, and his executor renounced the execution of his will, so that there is no 
representative of him befoi’e the Court, and therefore we are of opinion the 
Mayor’s Court were right in dismissing the application of our President and 
Council to have the deposit paid to them, inasmuch as their complying with 
it would have been an ex parte judgment without hearing what could be said 
against it by JMr. Cole’s representative. We are advised nothing can be done 
in this cause till it is revived by a representative of Mr. Cole’s and our President 
and Council are served with the order of the King in Council, and then such 
proceedings must be had as the order directs and according to the instructions 
we sent with it, and in the meantime the deposit must be delivered over to the 
Accountant-General agreeable to the directions of the Charter. 

124. The case of Margas and Aratoon is very singular. In England the 
person and estate of lunatics are by the King’s px’erogative under His Majesty’s 
immediate direction. A writ issues to enquire by a jury whether the party is 
a lunatic or not, and upon being found to be so, the custody of his person is 

• granted usually to one person and that of bis estate to another, and the Lord 
Chancellor, who has the exercise of the prerogative in this particular, gives the 
necessary directions of the care of the one and of the other ; nothing of this 
kind is provided for by the Charter. In the present case a deposit is made to 
answer the plaintiff’s demands, and that the plaintiff may have an opportunity 
to prosecute his suit, sufficient proof upon oath should be laid before the Court 
of the state of mind in which Mrs. Aratoon is, and an application should be 
made to have a guardian assigned to defend the cause for her, and if upon 
reading this evidence and upon a motion, for the purpose of w'hich the plaintiff 
must have notice and be heard, if he thinks fit it should appear to the 
Court that Mrs. Aratoon is a lunatic or otherwise incapable of managing 
herself or her affaii-s, the Court should appoint a guardian to defend the suit 
for her, and if no such application should be made on behalf of the defendant, 
the plaintiff in the eause may upon proper affidavits' of the defendant’s state of 
mind apply to the Court that a guardian may be appointed for the defendant, 

' and the Court may appoint one accordingly, and may afterwards proceed in the 
cause as in other cases, and* though a like case with the present may not perhaps 
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Oder again, yet if it should, we are of opinion a common appearance only should 
he entered for such a defendant as it seems to he a great hardship tliat a person 
tinder such circumstances should he obliged to give hail. 

125. We are very glad the institution of a Court of Bequest is so ngreeahlo 
and useful as Miv Kelsall in his letter to us represents it to he, hut tve cannot 
extend their cognizance to larger suras than what arc given them hy the Cliartcr. 
Since however useful it might he, there is no prohahility that His Majcsly 
would upon any applications enlarge the sums, as all the Acts of Parliament of 
which there are several for the erecting of like courts in diderent parts of the 
kingdom have not in any of them invested such courts with a power of hearing 
and determining in suits exceeding the value of 40 shillings. The .Temindar . 
must conform to the rules and orders we have cstahlishcd for the Government, 
and then we are not apprehensive any inconvenience can arise from the exercise 
of his office. 

126. By what we have already said we have answered the greatest part of • 
the letter from the Mayor’s Court ; we shall therefore take no further notice of 
it than of such parts only as have not yet been mentioned. 

127. The Mayor’s Court say that they cannot find any provision made in 
cases where the hail dies, the defendant being dead or withdrawn before satis- 
faction made to a final decree, and that it is a point in question whether the 
estate of such hail is liable to make satisfaction. 

128. A person who becomes hail for another enters into a recognizance 
whereby he undertakes in a certain sum that if the defendant shall he con- 
demned in the suit he will surrender his person or make satisfaction for him. 

129. By this obligation the hail and his representative and estate arc hound 
to the performance* of the condition of it and the recognizance is a charge upon 
his estate perfectly to Bond Debts. 

130. If the principal withdraws and the hail is dead, the heirs, executors 
or administrators of the hail must proceed against in the manner mentioned in 
the hook of instructions sent over with the former Charter under the title or 
marginal note “ Manner of Proceedings against Bail” the precept against the 
representation of the hail must ho in the form set forth' in that hook, ivith this 
addition that after the recital that the defendant had not surrendered himself 
to he charged in execution, there should ho a further recital to this effect, 
viz . — 

“ And whereas it is alleged that the said A B (the Bail) is dead, and that 
you are his executor or administratior as the case is ; these are therefore, &c.” 

131. This precept must he served and returned in the manner directed hy 
the instructions, and besides the defences mentioned therein such executors or 
administrators may plead — 

{1st') that they are not executors or administrator ; or 

(5«d) that they have not assets or effects of the person to satisfy the 
recognizance. 

132. In case of either of these pleas, the plaintiff may take issue dnd the 
matter of fact must he tried, and if such plea is found to he false judgment 
must go for the plaintiff, and execution not exceeding the sum mentioned in 
the recognizance must issue against the representatives of the hail, who will he 
answerable to the amount of the assets which shall he found to he in his hands 
or to have been wasted or misapplied hy him, hut the representatives of such 
hail are hy no means to he charged •with or liable for more than the amount of 
the effects of the person they represent, and which have actually come to their 
hands. 

133. We avoided entering'into the case of Sudasiehdass and Gapat Burdar ; 
the proceedings transmitted are not complete, and "we therefore recommend it to 
you to settle the matter between the Mayor’s Court and the Jemindar, and that 
you win as far as possible frame such rules to he observed hy them respectively 
as may for the future avoid a clashing between their several jurisdictions. 

134. The IMayor’s Court say that they are at a loss how to understand that 
part of our instructions directing the Accountant-General to draw upon our 
President and Council for such deposits as the Mayor’s Court shall order to be 



paid or delivered over to the suitors as the form of the drafts contains a proviso 
for malcing the same void if not complied with in a month after the date, and 
from thence form a question how the suitor is to recover his money or effects if 
by any accident such draft should not he complied with within the limited 
time. 

135. This provision is agreeable to the rules observed by the Accountant- 
General of the Court of Chancery, which by the Charter we are directed to con- 
form to, and the reason to prevent such drafts being negotiated as money and 
the better to enable the Accountant-General to keep and balance his 
accounts, as many inconveniences would arise if a time was not limited for the 
bringing in of such drafts. If the draft is not complied with in due time, the 
person to whom such draft is made payable must deliver it up to the Account- 
ant-General, who must thereupon cancel it and give a fresh one, but if a draft 
should be lost, in that case application must be made to the Mayor’s Court, and 
. the ‘party to. whom such draft was made must by proper proof upon oath show 

how and by what means such draft happen to be lost, and upon making out 
their case to the satisfaction of the Court, the Court by a new order must direct 
the Accountant-General to make another draft in the place of this which may 
so happen to have been lost. 

136. The Mayor’s Court complain of that part of the Charter which takes 
from them the cognizance of disputes between the natives. 

137. This insertion was occasioned by a representation which in the year 
1735 was made to our President and Council at Port St. George by petitions 
in the names of the whole body of inhabitants of Madras, Bhramins, Guzzerats, 
right and certain Gentoos and Moors, setting forth that they had laws and cus- 
toms of their own differing from those of England, and praying that they might 
be at liberty to determine the differences arising among themselves by arbitra- 
tors of their own choosing, to which we at that time agreed, and in consequence 
thereof got this clause to be made a part of the present Charter, and under the 
words Indian natives we meant it to include the several persons and sects in 
whose names the beforementioned petition had been presented, and we are of 
Opinion that the Mayor’s Court notwithstanding this clause may hold plea in 
suits between any persons who do not fall within this description. 

138. TTe shall not willingly apply to His Majesty for any alterations in 
the present Charter, unless in such instances as are essential or very material, 
as all applications of this kind are veiy difficult and attended with great expense 
and trouble. 

139. It is probable your letter in answer to this may furnish us with fur- 
ther observations upon the Charter, and as w'e may be at a loss for the reasons 
that may be offered in support of such alterations as may be proposed, we 
desire for the satisfaction of His Majesty’s Ministers and for our own, that in 
all cases where any alterations may be thought necessary in the present Charter, 
you take the same into your consideration in consultation with other persons, 
and particularly with some of the principal persons that be affected by such 
alterations, and that you enter the reason that may be offered for or against the 
alteration in your consultations ; and that in all cases you send us the precise 
form of the clause or paragraph in the words you would have it stand in any 
further grant which may be made by His Majesty in consequence of our appli- 
cation to him for the purpose. 

140. In 2Gtb paragraph of our letter of the 24th January 1763, we directed 
the Mayor’s- Court and Court of Requests to point out to us such alterations in 
the Charter as they should think necessary. But as we find that method to 
be inconvenient, we desire you w’ill signify to the Mayor’s Court and Court of 
Bequests and to all others that for the future their applications for any purpose 
whatsoever be not made to us in the first instance, but that they make the same 
to you our President and Council to the end that you may examine them, and 
then transmit them to us with your opinions, reasons and observations upon 
them. 

141. We have not received in any of the ships of the season an account of 
Wills registered in the Mayor’s Court which has proved a great disappointment 
to many persons who have applied for a sight of them. It must theefore be 
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your business to call upon the Mayor’s Court every season for all tlio books, 
papers and accounts, necessary to be transmitted to us. The Register Wills in 
particular all which are to he made part of your packets, as we shall always 
expept theni to pass through your hands. 

Supplement. 

142. Since what wo have mentioned under the 3rd head, with regard to 
Mr. Wogan, we are not surprised at the largo fortune he has acquired in so 
short a time, having been informed that he supplied the Dutch with their Dacca 
goods, on which he has got at least fifteen per cent.; this jri’actice of furnishing 
our rivals with goods, we have great reason to believe has been for sometime 
past, and is at present carried on by our servants greatly to our prejudice, by 
furnishing the Dutch with those very goods wo ordered and were provided with 
our Dadney* and Puttunf and particularly the beat in quality, which W'c are^con- 
firmed in from the general opinion of the Dutch gentlemen who come over to 
sales, who all say that their Dacca goods are greatly superior to ours ; this 
accounts for the cause of our just and repeated complaints of the badness of 
those goods and which we can never expect to be remedied so long as these 
practices are continued ; we therefore positively command you to make a strict 
enquiry into this affair in particular and send us an account of your proceed- 
ings therein, by which wo shall be able to judge whether you have proceeded 
in earnest and who fif any) have been guilty of this infamous practice. We are 
further informed that these very goods are sent down under the protection of the 
Company’s Dusticks,$ which could not be done without your knowledge if you did 
your duty, nor will we suffer our rivals to run away with the benefit of our dear 
bought privileges. We therefore expect and require of you to take effectual 
care that the Dusticks are not made use off to cover from the country duties any 
but the Company’s or their immediate servants’ goods, and that you do strictly 
examine and compare the goods with the Dusticks, to see that they are delivered 
at Calcutta agreeable thereto, and that they are not afterwards carried to the 
settlements of any other Europeans whatsoever. 

143. Since writing the beforegoing, we have taken up another ship upon 
the usual terms, viz., the Pelham, Captain George Lindsay, Commander, burthen 
499 tons, and shall station her sometime hence, according as circumstance may 
make it necessary. 

144. Captain Samson of the Rardioiclce upon his departure from the Downes 
advised us he had taken on board a young lady as a passenger from Madeira, 
whose name we have since been informed is Campbell. As he has not our leave 
for that purpose, and as we are apprehensive he intended to carry her to India, 
if therefore she shall be landed at Bengal or at any of our settlements under 
your Presidency, you are hereby positively ordei'ed to take, effectual care that 
she is sent back to England at the expense of the owners of the Rardioiche 
upon the first ship you shall despatch. 

146. We are very desirous that a provision should be made for the relief 
of the widows of such of our military officers who are left in indigent circum- 
stances, as likewise for sick and wounded and disabled officers, and private men 
upon the Bengal Establishment. We therefore most earnestly recommend it to 
you to consider of ways and means for settling a fund for those good purposes. 
We will not point out to you what each officer and private man shall contribute 
thereto of his pay according to his rank ; and judging that you in concert with 
our principal and other officers may be better able to settle the same to the 
general satisfaction of the whole body ; among other good effects of such a fund, 
it will prevent your sending over to us many unhappy objects whom we know 
not how to, relieve as having no fund out of which to support them, and you are 


• Dadani, or abreviated Badni. H. Paying in advance, advancing pay to labourers or manufacturers: nny addi- 
tional grant or allowance. [Wilson’s Olossary of Indian Terms.] 

t Pnttun correctly Pattnn. H. Act for ordering goods from a Manufacturer. [72>if.] 

J Dostab. Dustuk, corruptly Dustnek. H. (— from P. dast the hand, the signatnre). A passport, a permit. 
In the early days of the British Government a document authorizing the free transit of certain goods, and tlieir exemp- 
tion from Customs dues in favour of English traders. In later times it applies more generally to a summons, a writ, a 
warrant, especially to a process .served on a revenue-defaulter to compel him to pay any halauces that may be due. 

[/*«.] 
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hereby directed to send us a very particular account of your proceedings in con- 
sequence of this recommendation. 

14-6. We have chosen the following persons to serve us in a military capa- 
city at our Presidency of Port William, viz., Thomas Blagg, who is to succeed to 
the first vacant lieutenancy that shall happen after his arrival, and after those 
gentlemen who went out in the same rank the preceding years have been pro- 
vided for, also Richard Geers, Henry Spclman, and William Hastings, who are 
to succeed in the like manner to the first vacancies as Ensigns. Lieutenant 
Blagg and Ensign Spelman take their passage on the I>uke of Dorset', Ensign 
Geers and Hastings on the Eastcourt ; their pay is to commence on their arrival 
at Port William, viz., Mr*. Blagg as a Lieutenant and the other three as Ensigns, 
althougli they may not immediately succeed to the stations intended to them os 
beforemeutioned. 

147. Notwithstanding your giving commissions to the said several persons 
upon their succeeding to any vacancy, yet the giving of such commissions are 
not to determine their rank, which it is our pleasure shall be exactly in those 
we have named them in the preceding paragraph. 

14S. As the said persons are to receive pay as before mentioned, they shall 
happen no immediate use you must take care that they arc usefully employed 
till you have an opportunity of giving them commissions. 

149. You will receive by these ships, the Eastcourt and the Duke of 
Dorset, about two hundred recruits, unless they happen to ho detained at Port 
St, George agreeable to what wc have mentioned in the preceding part of this 
letter. In case the beforemeutioned officers shall likewise be detained at Fort 
St. George, they arc notwithstanding to preserve their rank at your Presi- 
dency, according to the directions wo have given in the 115th paragraph. 

150. Having reason to be dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Edward 
Holden Oruttendon, wc hereby direct that upon the receipt of this he be imme- 
diately dismissed from the Company's service. 

We are, 

Tour Loving Friends, 

R. DRAKE, 

RICHARD OHAUNEY. 

W. MABBOTT. 

N. L. IMPEY. 

JOHN PAYNE. 

WHICHCOTT TURNER. 

T. RAYMOND. 

THOS. PHIPPS. ■ 

NICHOLAS LIEMROD. 

W. WILLY. 

M. HRABB BOULHN. 

L. P. POMRERU. 

CHAR. GOUGH. 

CHAR. CUTTS. 

W. WILBERPORCE, Jr. 

London, 

The Blsl January 1753. 



I'o UiciiAKli BbuKCltiEii Esq* or tlio Governour oE Bombay for tbe time boingr, JouN Sewell 
E sq* or the Sccoud in Council at Bombay for the time being-, Sir James Eoulis Bar‘ 
^Ir. Bkabazon Ellis and Captain Samuel Houoii. 

*«*«*»«-* 

16. I'ho Court of Directors haring appointed Mr. Cliro, one of the Council 
at Port S‘ George in rank next below Mr. Pigot, and as We have reason to 
hcliovo Mr. Saunders has resigned the Government, in which case Mr. Pigot is 
Governour of Port S‘ George, and Mr. Clive, Second and Deputy Governour 
of Port S‘ David, you are to show him the same respect, and order 
the same Honours to ho paid to him as are usuall}* paid to tlio Second of 
Domhay, and during the Progress of the Expedition, he is not to he otherwise 
employed, than of his own free Choice, except the Command of the Expedition 
devolve upon him and unless it he to give his Advice, whenever called upon hy 
the Commandcr-in-Chicf, or that ho may think proper to give it, though not 
called upon, he is therefore, during the whole Course of the Expedition, to be 
regarded in a manner suitable to his rank as Deputy Governour of Port S‘ David 
accompanying the Expedition, as Second of the Council belonging to it, and as 
a Lieutenant Colonel appointed to take the Command upon him, in case of 
accident or necessity as aboveiuentioncd, and on bis arrival on the other Coast, 
if not in the Cliief Command, he will be at liberty to quit the Army to repair 
to his Government. If he should happen to go by Vizagapatam, or any other 
Subordinate Paetory on that Coast, he must be respected in his said Bank. 

Wc arc 

East India House London. Your loving Priends 

. ihe 36”' March 17o3> R. DRAKE 

RICH® CHANNEY 
W. MABBOLD 
J. RAYMOND 

SUPPLBJtENT. 

Si » ft Si e » ■ « Si 

Having in the proceeding Instructions mentioned that Mr. Clive is provided 
with his Majesty’s Commission of Lieut. Col‘, Wo are now to acquaint you 
that not being able to procure the said Commission in time to be sent with Mr. 
Clive, you are therefore to furnish him with a Commission as Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Company’s Service immediately upoh his arrival, in order to give 
him the Rank necessary for the Expedition. 

57 '* March 1756. 

W. MABBOLD R. DRAKE 

J. RAYMOND RICE® CHANNEY 
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Our President and Council at Fort' William in Bengal. 


1. Wc write you a short letter by the Delawar, dated the 10th of Octo- 
ber, to bo forwarded to you, cither by that ship, or by the first conveyance 
tliat offered from Fort St. George. She left Spithead in company with the 
Griffin on the last daj^ of that month, having been retarded so long by 
several unavoidable incidents. A duplicate of our said letter comes herewith. 

2. "We forward this letter by the Marlborough, to inform you that we 
have desired our correspondents at the Island of Madeira to load on her the 
annual supply of -wines for our settlements, one hundred and fifty pipes 
whereof are to be consigned to Fort St. Geoi'ge, and the like quantity to you ; 
but we have, as usual, indulged the President and Council at Fort St. George 
to detain part of the wine consigned to you, not exceeding fifty pipes, provided 
they are really in want of it, and not otherwise. Upon arrival of the -wine in 
Bengal you must continue your method of having it carefully surveyed as well 
on board as ashore, that we may judge whether wc suffer either by our corre- 
spondents at Madeira, or by any embezzlements or carelessness in the people 
of the ship, that we may take the necessary measures for obtaining satisfaction 
accordingly. 

3. Should the Commander and ship’s Company of the Marlborough 
exceed the twenty pipes we have indulged them to carry, the surplus must be 
deemed illicit trade, and proceeded against agreeable to our repeated directions. 

4 Wc have taken such notice of your complaint of the quality of the 
•nine you received by the St. George, as likewise of a complaint made by the 
President and Council of Fort St. George as to the deficiency in the size of the 
casks of what they received by the same ships as wc believe will leave no 
reason for complaints of this kind again. 

5. The Marlborough having nothing more than the before mentioned one 
Imndied and fifty pipes of wine consigned to you, it is left to the President and 
Council of Fort St. George, either to send the said ship immediately to you, 
with the wine, and any other consignments they may have in readiness, or for- 
ward them by any other safe conveyances; whether it will be best to return her 
to us, from one or the other Presidency, you, in concert with our servants at 
Fort St. George, must determine according to circumstances; but we have 
earnestly reminded them that the earliest and safest opportunities must be 
embraced to forward to Bengal all the treasiu’e they can possibly spare, in 
bullion or rupees, according to the notice you may have given them. 

6. In our letter by the Dclatcar, we gave you a general view of the 
situation of affairs between the British and French nations. We have only to add 
thereto that hostilities are carried on with vigour in America ; that our men- 
of-war in Europe take all the French ships they meet with, of which great 
numbers now lay in the several ports of His Majesty’s dominions, but none are 
yet condemned. No declaration of war is made by either nation ; no commissions 
for privateers or letters of marque have been issued or granted here, and far 
from any being issued by the French Court, all British merchant ships are 
suffered to go in and out of their ports without molestation; however, the 
French continue to exert themselves in increasing, with the utmost diligence, 
both the land and the sea armaments, and have drawn down a great number of 
their forces to their coasts, and it is generally believed they are meditating 
some grand effort; on the other hand, the most vigourous measures are taken in 
England to bo prepared against all attempts, and it is with great pleasure the 
whole nation sees the Parliament most heartily concurs therein with His 
Majesty; this being the present situation, you must carefully observe the 
directions we gave in our beforementioned letter by the Delaioar, to stand 

lOS P. D, 
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well upon your guard, that you may halllc any attempts which may he made 
by the 3?rench upon our estates, rights and privileges. 

Wo are. 

Your Loving Friends, 

R. DRAKE. 

P, GODFREY. 

JOHN PAYEE. 

NATH. KEWNHA'M, Jr, 
CHARLES CHAMBERS. 
THOS. PHIPPS. 

THOS. ROUS. 

M. HRABB. BOULHN. 
HENRY PLANT. 

ROBERT JONES. 

HENRY SAVAGE. 
TIMOTHY TULLIE. 

JOHN MANSHIP. 

CHARLES GOUGH. 

JOHN DORRIEN. 

LAU. SULIVAN. 

MAXIM. C. WESTERN.. 
CHRISTO. BARROW., 

London, 

The 3rd Deoemher 1755. 


Esd.— P. K. B. 
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G. I. c. P. 0.-jro. 749 F.D.— 10-11-92.-600. 



Our President and Oonnoil at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. We write to you this season by the ships Belawar and Marlborough. 
The letter by the first-named ship was dated the 10th of October, and that by the 
other, the 3rd of December, duplicates and triplicates whereof are now sent on 
the coast and China ships to Eort St. George to be forwarded to you together 
with this letter. 

2. The Delaioar and Griffln sailed from Spithead on the 31st of Octo- 
ber under a convoy, which left them in safety, and making the best of their 
way on their voyages the 14th of November in the latitude of 41°0 N. 

3. The Saroourt directly for China, the Marlborough for the Island of 
Madeira and the coast and Bay, and the Oxford for St. Helena and the 
West Coast, were dispatched on the 6th day of December. For the time of their 
final departure from England, we refer to the general lists of the arrival and 
departure of our shipping which we shall cause to be sent you. 

4. The ships Stormont, Godolphin, Caernarvon, and Suffolk for the coast 
of Choromandel and China are now under dispatch, in which we have con- 
signed to the President and Council at Fort St. George treasure to a consider- 
able amount, as we likewise did by the Belawar and Marlborough ; as large 
a proportion whereof as they can possibly spare, being to be forwarded to you 
by the first safe conveyances, and we hope will get to Bengal early enough to 
do us good service. 

6. The treasure intended to he laden on the two coast and hay ships, the 
Chesterfield and Walpole, will be consigned in the usual manner to you, but 
at the same time we must give leave to the President and Council at Fort St. 
George to detain such part thereof as shall appear really necessary for the Com- 
pany’s service at that Presidency, hut no more on any pretence whatsoever. 

6. We propose likewise to make such consignments of treasure and goods 
to Bombay as will enable the President and Council to assist you with large 
remittances in treasure or by bills. 

, 7. As we conclude the Britannia and Kent will he loaded here from 
China, and the Anson and London will in all probability, according to the 
accounts we have lately received, he returned to us with full loadings of pepper 
from the Malabar Coast. Neither you or our servants at Fort St. George will have 
more ships on your hands than will be necessary to bring home your respective 
investments, consequently the four ships intended this season for the coast and 
hay will he hut barely suflScient for the goods, which in all probability will he 
ready for them. Under this circumstance, we must leave it to your discretion 
and that of our Presidency at Fort St. George, to proportion the loading of each 
ship, as well in point of value as tonnage, by giving such a surplus as shall he 
thought proper, and observing that, if there is not tonnage sufficient for your 
whole investment, such a part of the coursest sort of it must be reserved the 
following season, as will make room for the more valuable assortments. 

8. When we informed you in our letter of the 10th of October that we 
should expect to receive from our several settlements in the year 1756 at least 
two thousand tons of saltpetre, and gave you directions to guide yourselves accord- 
ingly in your purchase of that article, we have reason to believe you would have 
had a ship or ships of a former season remaining on your hands, which, from what 
we have mentioned in the preceding paragraph, we now apprehend will not he the 
case ; however, as we are desirous to receive as large a quantity of saltpetre in 
1766 as possible, even to the amount of the said two thousand tons, we mean 
from all our settlements, if there shall happen to be tonnage for it, and if it 
can he brought home without interfering too much with the more valuable 
parts of your and their investments, you must therefore make such a provision 
of that article, both for the ships to he dispatched by you and our other Presi- 
dencies as will he sufficient for the several ships to he loaded Home, giving 
every ship such a proportion over and above the charter party tonnage as she 
can conveniently carry on the Commander’s requesting for it at the low freight. 

9. Concluding that no ship can be spared to he sent either from Fort St. 
George or Bengal to the West Coast of Sumatra to take in any pepper there 
the ensuing year, we have ordered our servants at Fort Marlborough to give . 
the Oxford as full a loading of pepper as she can take in, and to acquaint the 
President and Council at Fort St. George with what they shall have remaining 
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or may further expect, Avhose directions they arc to follo\r as to the disposition 
of it, and from wliom you will receive the necessary advices relative to such 
surplus pepper, if your assistance shall be thought necessary. 

10. The* few ships you will liave to provide for and the forwardness which 
we have reason to believe your investments will be in, must probably give you 
the best opportunity you ever had of giving them early dispalchcs, and therein 
of showing your diligence and regard to our repeated recommendations on 
this head. 

11. If there shall be a considerable quantity of goods provided by you and 
the President and Council at Fort St. George more than suflicient for full load- 
ings for the ships on your respective hands, and if our own ship tlie Dviujon 
shall happen to be at eitlior Presidency, or can arrive from Bombay in a ])ropcr 
season to bo sent to England, Ave Avould liaAm her loaded cither from Fort St. 
George or Bengal or both Presidencies Avith such surplus investments, and con- 
signed therewith to us accordingly, taking care that she is properly manned 
and fitted for the voyage. 

12. The ships Mardtoiche and JDidinglon were freighted by us for 
voyages to India, as you have been already informed. They are not the pro- 
perty of particular persons, Avho have IcaA^e to employ or dispose of them there. 
If you and our Presidency of Fort St. George shall haA'o A’cry pressing occasion 
for further tonnage, and either of those ships can be procured and properly 
fitted and manned for Europe in a seasonable time, aa'c do empoAver cither Presi- 
dency to agree with the OAVuers upon the best terms you can to take up either 
ship on freight.for a voyage to England, Avith such a cargo as shall be thought 
proper to bo consigned to us on her; and in case of ■such an CA'cnt all necessary 
care must be taken to settle the agreement as nearly conformable to the usual 
terms of the Charter party of our freighted ships as circumstances Avill admit 
of. Tou are to look upon these directions as an expedient only in case it shall 
be absolutely necessary to send homo another ship, and not otherwise to be made 
use of. 

13. It was our intentions to have forwarded a list of investments by the 
ship now under dispatch, and for our better goA’-ernment t herein had fixed our 
sale for the Bengal and coast piece-goods for the 2nd instant, Avhich was a few 
days after we received the news of the fatal calamity Avhich befell the City of 
Lisbon, which by an earthquake that happened on the Ist of November and a 
conflagration which ensued hath almost reduced the whole of it to a heap of 
ruins, to the immense loss of the mercantile part of Europe, and of England 
in particular, though Holland and Hamburgh are also very greatly involved 
therein. 

14. This melancholy event caused so great and immediate a stagnation in 
business, and so much affected public credit in the negotiations of exchange 
with most parts of Europe, that Ave found ourselves under a necessity, on tiie 
pressing instances of many of our principal buyers, to postpone the sale, and 
whether it will be possible for us to have it ended by the time our latter ships 
for coast and bay sail is yet uncertain. 

15. It is however necessary that you should be informed that our invest- 
ment will, in general, be pretty much on the foot of our last, except in the article 
of Gurrahs, in which it must be greatly lessened and restrained, as no ship 
will probably be left on your hands, and that the whole of your tonnage will 
be barely sufficient for the fine goods w'e shall expect from your Presidency. 

16. It is with pleasure we can observe an amendment in the quality as 
well as a reduction in the price of several articles of your investment. The 
goods in general purchased by the Gomastah at the Aurrungs are in both 
respects preferable to those purchased by the merchants, some very few articles 
excepted. The Orrua Cossacs per Colchester are much preferable to those per 
Winchelsea and Egmont purchased of the merchants. The Cossacs Oog- 
maria, both those (distinguished 0. Cos. and F. 0. Cos.) purchased at Harrial 
Aurung are very tolerable, as are the several sorts of Commercolly Cossacs 
(Cos. C. and F. 0.), and the new sort of Cossacs Chandpore, all purchased at 
the Jugdea Factory; the latter in particular, and the common Cos. C. are 
much better than -those per Winchelsea and Egmont, purchased of the 
merchants. The Cossacs Burron are not so good in their kind, The Cossajura 
Mulmulls and Dooreas are very tolemble; the quality of the Coincola Terrin- 
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danas is much amended, as is that of the Mulmulls Ballasore purchased at 
Haripaul Aurung, hut does not yet come up to that of former years. 

17. We must do our servants at Jugdea the justice to commend them, 
in having brought about an amendment in the quantity of their Baftaes. The 
Baftaes Chutty (and B. B. Chutj per TFmohelsea and Egmont are good, and 
hope they uill increase the quantity of them as ■well as those per Egmont^ 
distinguished and B. B. M., which are of a very good hind ; of the narrow sort 
there were too many. The Humhums purchased at Luchipore Bactory are 
very good and cheap, and some of those at that of Ahidpore ; those bought at 
Harrial are much inferior. As well as you can increase those, of which we 
received two hales per Colchester invoiced among the Dacca goods, and dis- 
tinguished thus, E. Mch. and called Humhums Ohardore. 

18. Though some few sorts of the Dacca goods (particularly Dooreas) are 
amended in quality, we still have great reason to complain of many others, 
as some of the Terrindams and most of the Nainsooks and Seerhandconnaes, 
which cost very high prices, are very ordinary ; those of the two last kinds per 
Egmont and Colchester from Jugdea Bactoiy will not’ answer. 

19. The work of some of the Dacca Dooreas, especially per Egmont, is 
very good, but the sprigs are at much too great a distance, and they come so 
very dear, that we have reason to think they will not all sell at an advance ; 
and we can hut observe to you, that if our servants at Dacca do not exert 
themselves in a very extraordinary manner to keep up the quality and reduce 
the prices of their several fahricks, we shall he obliged to withdraw that Bac- 
tory and put the investment there more on the foot on which it is carried on 
at present with you. 

20. These general though short remarks on the goods received this year’s 
shipping will enable you to judge where and in what manner you are to extend 
or restrain the several articles of your investment, though we cannot at present 
give you a complete list thereto. 

Supplement. 

21. In case it happens that either of the ships Sardwicke or Eodington 
shall in consequence of what is intimated in the 12th paragraph he freighted 
for England, you must, in making the agreement uith the owners, consider 
that it is only for a voyage to England, and that therefore the freights 
mentioned in the Charter party of our other ships must not he the rule to go 
hy, because those freights in full consideration for the outward as well as 
homeward .hound cargos. 

We are, 

Tour Loving Briends, 

K. DRAKE. 

P. GODBRET. 

HATE. NEWNHAM, Jr. 

JOHN PATNE. 

CHARLES CHAMBERS. 

JOHN MANSHIP. 

•WHIOHCOTT TURNER. 

T. RAYMOND. 

THOS. ROUS. 

JAMES CREED. 

LAU. SULIVAN. 

M. HRABB BOULHU. 

ROBERT JONES. 

HENRY PLANT. 

MAXIM. C. WESTERN. 

HENRY SAVAGE. 

TIMOTHY TULLIE. 

CHARLES GOUGH. 

JOHN DORRIEN. 

CHRISTO. BARROW. 

London, 

The 19th December 17o5. 

Exd. — W. G. B. 



To the Honble the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors of- the East India Company 
for the time being, dated Fort St G-eorge 1°^ III arch 1756. 

« « «.« » « « '« 

12. We found a Disposition already made for the Departure of the whole 
Squadron, and a Body of Troops under the Command of Colonel Clive, for this 
Service. Seeing no reason to alter this Disposition, our whole attention has been 
employed .in’ promoting its speedy ’Execution, being sensible that every 
day’s staye might cause a considerable difference in-the Passage. Colonel Adler- 
cron’s Refusal to let the King’s Artillery and Stores. (which had been already . 
Embarked) proceed on this Service, caused a delay of some days and there were 
there several other Points absolutely requisite to he adjusted before this Arma- 
ment could leave the Coast on a such a footing as we thought consistent with 
the Company’s Interest, of these the most essential was the disposal of what 
mio'ht be taken by his Majesty’s Ships jointly with the Land Porces, or separate- 
ly ; Eirst, with regard to your own Settlements and effects that might be retaken, 
& Secondly with regard to the Reprisals that might be made upon the Moors. 
After some Explanations, of which you will see the particulars in the Books of 
our Proceedings to he transmitted to you by .the first Dispatch, it has been 
agreed that all your Settlements and Effects which may he retaken, shall he 
immediately restored to you, and that of the Reprisals which may he made upon 
the Moors, half shall be deposited until his Majesty’s Pleasure he kno-wn, the 
other half to he portioned out as Prize money, hut only the share of the Officers 
and Private M en to he to be distributed for their Encouragement, the Admirals and 
Captains shares to he deposited.' We proposed that the ■u^hole should he depo- 
sited, hut acquiesced afterwards in this opinion of the Oouncel of War. As the 
Company are to be at the sole and vast expence of the Expedition, we thought 
it hi o-hly reasonable to insist on their having an opportunity of making such 
applfcation as they shall judge proper to his Majesty if any Reprisals should be 
made : — 

13. The necessary Artillery of stores intended for the Service of this Expe- 
dition are already shipped, and the Troops will begin to embark tomorrow. The 
Detachment consists of near Six hundred Europeans, 500 Military and 100 
Train, all officers included, and 940 Seapoys. There are on board the Squadron 
about two hundred of Colonel Adlercron’s Regiment which admiral Waston has 
promised to land if there should be occasion, and by the last advices from 
Beno-all there were on board the Ships, reckoning Major Kilpatrick’s Command 
froni hence, and the Ti’oops that escaped from the Several Factories, above four 
hundred Military. More Sepoys are to be sent by the JBrotector and other 
Conveyances ; 

14. We have drafted Troops from all the Garrisons to form the Detach- 
ment. After their Departure there will remain in this Garrison all Officers 
included : 

Of Colonel Adlercron’s Regiment about , ... 500 

Of the Company’s Troops about .... 300 

and the Detachment of His Majesty’s Train of Artillery Consisting of 60 under 
the Command of Captain Hislop : 

15. In April tw'o ships, arrived at Pondichery from Europe, & in June one 
with about 60 Recruits each, and they have not had any supplies Since. By 
our last Accounts they- have not now more than five hundred Men in Pondicherry, 
but we apprehend their Reinforcments from Europe ’will arrive either in 
December, or early in the Next year, and their Army at Golconda, which Since 
M': Law’s Junction is said to consist of near a thonsand men, is an Assistance 
they can always depend on either for offence or defence : 

16. In such a Situation we have ventured to make. this effort for the 
Recovery of the Company’s Valuable Possessions in Bengali in hopes it may 
be effected before we receive the News of a Declaration of War for it is 
our Resolution immediately on the Receipt of such News to order back Colonel 
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Clive with the Troops, leaving only enough for the Defenee of Calcutta, Judg- 
ing the certain Possession of tlie Company on this coast to merit in such 
Circumstances our first attention ; 


To the Secret CominiUoo for tl)o Time licing of tlio Ilofihle llio Enst India Company 
dated Port St: George 20"* Nov'. 1750. 


In our Letter of the 11"' October last, of which a Duplicate accompanies 
this you are fully aquaintod of the Preparations made for the Expediton to 
goa sopt r 30 "' scp‘. ' Bengali, and of the Terms agreed on with 

23 do. \ 1“ Oct'. Admiral Watson on the subject of. the 

28 do! ) 5 do. ' Distribution of Beprisals ; and by the 

29 do. ( 9 do. Minutes of oui* Procccdiiigs of the Dates 

mentioned in the Margin, you will bc particularly acquinted with our Motives 
for every step taken : 

12. His Majesty’s Squadron, with the Company’s Ships Walpole and Mah 
borough sailed out of the road the IG’’* October with the Pprccs mentioned in 
our Letter of the 11"*. The Company’s ship Frotedor sailed the 20"* witli one 
, . hundred and fifty Seapoys, and the Lap- 

® a Private Snow frieghted for this 

service, sailed the same day with one hundred Seapoys. 


86. The Detention of this ship by bad Weather gives us an opportunity of 
acquainting you that we received the 12“* Instant by the way of Bombay, the 
Copy of your Letter directed to the President of that place dated 18th May, 
advising of the Declaration of War with Prance. We immediately dispatched 
notice to all your Garrisons and sent Pattamars to Bengali, recommending to 
Admiral Waston and Colonel Clive to dispossess the Prench from Chandoma- 
gore if that Enterprize appears practicable without much loss. 

86. As we learn by private advices from Bombay that an Assistance of 
five hundred men was intended to be sent from thence to Bengal wo hope that 
Colonel Olive will be able to bring back with him near as large a Force as he 
carried away. We have directed him to return as early as possible in the 

igrtjjovr Ensuing Year, and enforced our request 

to Admiral Watson to call hero with the 
Squadron and give a Passage to Colonel Clive with the Troops. 

87. The Fortifications to the westward being so far advanced as to render 
that side of the Town pretty secure, and the North side being represented to us 
to be in a very defenceless Situation, we caused a plan to be laid before us by 

the Engineer of such works as he judged 
would best and most speedily secure that 
side, which we have ordered to be immediately set about ; and the Engineer 
gives us hopes they may be finished In six Weeks, as they are to be raised with 
Earth in the same manner we have lately Carried on our Works to y® Westward. 

We are 

Hoiible Gentlemen 

Tour faithful & most bbt : humble Servants. 
GEORGE PIGOT 
‘ STRINGER LAWRANOE 
HENRY POWNEY 
ROBERT ORME 
WILLIAM PERCEVAL 
ROBERT PALE 


PoBT St George 
.50'* 2^00' 1756.. 
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' To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Honhle East India Company, dated Fort 

St : George 88th February 1757. 

* * . * ■ * « » 

By a Country sMp from Bengal we have had the pleasure to receive Letters 
dated the 8th January from, the Select Committee . there and Colonel Clive, 
advising of the retaking of Fort William on the 2“^ of that month ; It was 
taken possession of hy Admiral Watson in his Majesty’s Name, and delivered 
over the next day to the Company’s Representatives for the . use of all such 
Persons who were Proprietors of the Effects. A large quantity of Broad Cloth 
with about six hundred Bales of the Investments for Europe, and most of the 
Artillery an^ stores that were left there, were found in the Place, all which 
have been delivered to the President and Council, conformably to the Conven- 
tion made with Admiral Watson before he left the Coast. 

* * * « * * 

22. Sipce writing so far we have received further advices from Bengal, 
giving an account of an attack made the 6"* Instant by our Troops on the 
Nabob’s Camp, in which a vast number of his Army was killed : The killed 
and wounded on our side amount to sixty seven Military and one hundred 
Seapoys. Colonel OliVe gives Room to hope that this success will produce good 
Terms of Accommodation. 

23. He acquaints us also that an Esplanade of two hundred yards and a 
Glacis is made round Fort William, and a Ditch sunk of thirty feet wide and 
twelve feet deep. Three strong Batteries built with plank, secure the North, 
South and East Sides, and the River to the to the W estward, sufficiently covers 
that side. He concludes with giving us his opinion that Fort William cannot 
be taken again by the Moors : 

24. A safe place of Retreat being thus prepared, we judge that nothing 
further can be undertaken until some accommodation is settled, and a permis- 
sion obtained to enter unmolested upon a more extensive plan of Fortification 
for tbe Security of Calcutta, which we conceive to be the Intent of your Orders 
of the 25*’’ May for Captain Broheir’s proceeding thither : 


Separate or Additional Letter Walpole. 

To tbe Secret Committee, for tbe Time being of the Honourable East India Company, 
dated Fort St’: George. 30“* July 1757. 
****** 

Colonel Adlercron directed the next Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Forde, to 
proceed with the Army, and came himself to Madras, where we were for many 
reasons very desirious.of having him continue and therefore addressed a Letter 
on this subject to him the 20*'* June, who returned for answer, that he thought 
it necessary to be in the Field along with his Regiment and immediately set 
out for the Army, which he joined near to Changleput ; 

4. The complaince with our request could not have failed to be attended 
with Eminent Advantages, as the Command would in such case have devoted on 
Colonel Lawrance whose Abilities and Experience could not but have a good 
Effect, this Gentleman being however willing to promote the publick service 
on any Terms, offered to join the Army as a Volunteer and to give Colonel 
Adlercron all the Assistance in his power,- and when it was imagined Tricheno- 
poly would be the Scene of Action his Intention was to join the Troops at Fort 
St. David, and proceed with them from thence. Afterwards when the French 
Ar my, return’d from Trichenopoly and were coUeeted at Wandervash, he offered 
to embark’d with all the Men that could be.spared from Fort St : David and to 
land at Sadras, in order to join the Army in the most Expeditious manner. 
Being sensible how much his Presence would contribute to the Regulation and 
good conduct of the Army, and judging Fort St. David .to be free from all 
danger, as the whole French Force was on this side, we approved of this Pro- 
posal, and Colonel Lawrance according landed neare Sadras with about one 
hundred men the 22^ June, three days after the March of the Army, which he 
joined the 24*** a few miles on the other side of Changleput. 


' .4s 

To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Hon'ble East India Company, dated Port 

St : George. 18“* Oetr 1757. 

« * '* * * .* 

5. The following therefore We judge to he , very nearly a, true Computa- 
tion of the strength of the two nations — 

English. ‘ French. 

Europeans (of the Company’s Troops) Europeans on the Coast before the ar-. 

on the Coast, before the arrival of the ' rival of the late Squadron and exclu- 

China Ships . . ' . . 1,800 sive of Bussy’s Army . . 1,900 

Eecruits received by them ■ ' . . ' -84 Eeinforcement rec^ by their late Squa- 

Enlisted from the Regiment . . 384. dron ... , . / . . 1,000, 

6. Upon a Review of this vast superiority on the part of the Enemy, We 
judged it necessary to suspend all operations of the Field and "keep our Troops 
collected in our several Garrisons. 

« sm ' sn « « 

t 

14. Since writing so far, We are advised from Pulieat of the arrival there of 
a Portuguzee Snow from Bengali, she sailed from thence the 1“ September 
and brought no English letters either puhlick or private, hut the Master, of her 
afllrms that Adniiral Watson died three days before, that the late Nabob is 
certainly killed and Japher Ally Cawn (formerly Meet Japher)' peaceably, 
settled in the Suhahship : that Colonel Olive was at Muxadabad & that two or 
three bf the Men of War were ready to come away. 

We are with the greatest Respect . 

Honourable Gentlemen . . 

Your faithful & most obt : humble Servants 

Fort St : George GEORGE PIGOT 

13“ October 1757. STRINGER LAWRANOB 

HENRY POWNEY 

ROBERT ORME 
ROBERT PALE 


To the Secret Committee (for the time being) of the Hofi'ble East India Company. 
Honourable Gentlemen — 

1. The Pattamar was under Dispatch to Bombay with the Letter which 

T7dBo»T,av 4 copies we adrcssed to you under date the 13«!. 

Fifth copy ip P' Heu. Pocket Instant When a sloop arrived from Bengal, 

lifvtth^^^’lSlL.Aogusto. . S'® Mesty’s Ship 

Triton and another Sloop, these have con- 
firmed to us the most agreeable news of a Revoluation in that Province, attended 
with the greatest Hope of advantage to your affairs. The late Nabob having 
been defeated by Colonel Clive in a Battle fought near Muxadabad the 23° 
June, was cut off a few days afterward, and Japher Ally Cawn appointed in his 
Stead, w'ho seems by our advices to be pretty well established— The .enclosed 
copy of the Treaty made with him will inform you fully of the Rights and Privi- 
leges granted to the Company, and of the Restitution agreed to be made not 
only to the Company but to private people for the Losses sustained last year— 
The President and Council of Fort William advise under date the 11“ August 
that 32 Lacks of old Sicca Rupees had been received into the Company’s Trea- 
sury in part of this Payment, and afterwards to the Amount of near 8 Lacks more 
in Gold Toys and Jewells : 

2 The Vessels confirm the News of the Death of Admiral Watson. ' The 

loss of so brave and puhlick Spirited a Commander, and one. who had exerted 



himself so jealously for the Company’s Service, is a j^fortune which gives us 
the greatest concern : 

.3. Admiral Pocock has sent up orders for Commodore Steevens to join in 
Salasore Soad, and writes us that He shall be ready to proceed to this Coast as 
soon as the Season will permit with His Majesty’s Ships Gtmberland, Tiger-, 
Salhburg and Bridgewater. The Kent being condemn’d will be left in Bengal 
River — ^yesterday arrived the QweewSoroM^^Awith Dispatches for the Admiral, 
she left Commodore Steevens at S* Augustine’s, the middle of August, who in- 
tended to sail for Bombay soon after thereupon. We have dispatched with the 
utmost Expedition to that place the Admiral’s orders to M' Steevens, and wrote 
to him at the same time, that we could wish to see him at Madras on his Way if 
it is not inconsistent with those orders, as it may be a means of the more speedy 
Junction of the two Squadrons, for M' Watson’s passage from Bombay hither 
in December was very short, and Captain James from Bombay to Balasoie last 
year was near 5 Months. We have been very cautious in giving our opinion to 
M' Steevens, as we are uncertain whether It.is M’ Pocock’s Intention to come 
to the Coast as soon as the Ships are ready, or to wait in Balasore Road until 
joined by M’ Steevens : 

4<. The Letters we have received from the Sdeot Committee at Bengal, give 
us no hopes of seeing any of the Troops We sent there return to the Coast— 
our Letter of the 13“* acquaints you fully of our Strength compar’d with the 
Enemy’s, since then about 16 more men have enlisted from the Regiment. The 
rest of the Men and all the OflElcers except Lieutenant Camac, to whome We 
have given a Captain’s Commission are preparing to embark for Europe. Apart 
will go on the Tamstook to Bombay in order to get a passage from thence : 

5. The Erench made themselves Masters of Chittiput the 14“* Instant after 
a considerable Loss. We have not yet discover’d what is their next design : 

6. We have the pleasure to acquaint you of the safe arrival of the Com- 
pany’s ship Warwick at Bengal, but We have yet no Intelligence of the other 
Coast and Bay Ships. 


Pout S’’ Gboege. 
50“ October 1857. 


We are very respectfully 
HoNOTTEABIiB GEHTIiBMElir 
Tour faithful and most obedient 
hxunble Servants 
GEORGE PIGOT 
STRINGER LAWRANCE 
HENRY POWNET 
ROBERT ORME 
ROBERT PALK. 


To tte Secret' CoTumittee, for tte time 'being of tbe Hon’ble East India Company, 
'dated Eort S‘ ; George, Nov' 1757. 

« c . « « « » « 


Supplement, 

31. Your Commission as Major of the Coast has been delivered to Captam 
_ „ . , Polier, We have avery good opinion of His 

' “* Military capacity ; at the same time We 

cannot hdp observing that Liconveniences may arise from the Natural aversion 

which English Troops will always shew to 
the Command of a Eoreigner, but We shall 


Minutes of committee. 


sai F. D. 
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not fail to support Major Polier by all the means in our poTver in the Rank you 
have been pleased to confer on him : 

s « » * # $ .« 

> 34i. When we mentioned in our Letter of the March 1766. the Incon- 

venience of putting the Captains of your Swiss Companies upon a more advan- 
tageous footing than the English, We meant it not in favor of any .particular In- 
terests but to remove an object of General Complaint among. a whole Corps, 
which is not unworthy your attention, for alth“ no oflScer can refuse a Duty to 
which he is appointed, yet it must be allowed that a Service is never so well 
carried on as when the Officers arid Soldiers thro’ a sense of equal good Treat- 
ment have a real zeal and good toill to the Duty they are employed on. Since 
therefore you are pleased to empower us to make such Regulations in this 

P articular as seem to us really necessary for the good of your service, It is our 
ntention when the Swiss Capitulation expires to level the whole of your Mili- 
tary upon one equal Establishment. 


Exd.— B. M. 


COTircBnt ot IsdU C<ctn1 PilDtia; OCce.— Ko. E21 F. D.— 114I.9}.— SOO, 



ChroHohgical list of Clive's Autograph letters, with their subject. 

Date, etc. Subject. 

1. 13th May 1756, Fort St, Proposing to start for Madras by the “ Success galley.” 

David. 

2. 25th June 1756, Fort St. Intimating his order to dismiss the deserters (lascars) and 

Diivid. . to entertain the willing. 

S. 2nd July 17n6, 9 F.si. Stating his reinctance to advise on so nice a subject^ refer- 

Fort St. David, ring Mr. Watson to the Government ^and to his own 

discretion and enclosing some intelligence. 

4. Srd Jnly 1756, Foi-t St. Intimating the return of two deserters and demanding in- 

David. formation about one John Baptist Trienier, who is now 

out of the French service. 

5. 6th July 1756, Fort St. Stating that the place rnus no risk but from the want of 

David. provision. 

6. loth Jnly 1756, Fort St. Bepresenting the destitute condition of the families of 

David. dismissed lascars and enclosing Mr. Watson's reply on 

the same subject, 

7. Ditto ditto Becommending Mr. Norris to Mr. Pigot's favour. 

8. 14th July 1756, Port St. Enclosing a return of the Garrison of Fort St. David and 

David. requesting for further reinforcement, promising at the 

same time strict economy and due obedience to orders. 

9. 19th July 1756, Fort St. Stating the desei-tion of some men in the garrison, and 

David. that the articles which the Governor wrote for are 

embarked, enclosing the sketch of the same. 

10. 30th July 1756, Port St. A return of deserters from Monsr. DeLayrit. 

David. 

11. Oth August 1756, Fort Intimating the return of deserters and the arrival at 

St, David. Pondiohery of a Colonel from Syllabad Jung, whose 

critical position is also explained, 

12. 6th February 1757 , Acquainting that be attacked the Nabab's army and made 

a prodigious slaughter, the Nabab decamping with the 
residue after sending him (to Clive) a letter. 

13. 11th March 1757, Camp . Intimating the Nabab's offer of a lack of rupees for Eng- 

, lish aid and co-operation, and further wishing himself to 
be in Medras in September. 




953 F. D. 


■v. - 



IIonouuablt: Sir & Sirs, — I was lionour’d with your favour dated the 
24“* Janry. 1866 upon my return from Gheriah, and was in hopes a Committee 
would have been held time enough for me to have sent an answer thereto 
by one of conveyances, but no Committee being held, will I hope 

excuse me y^ Hon' & S. for not acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
before. 

The Committee of Bombay have sent on board the Kent a packet cont® 
duplicates of the letters, papers, &c., sent "SIP’ Doddmgfon, which I have desired 
may be forwarded by the first safe sea conveyance, not judging it prudent to 
trust it by land. M' Starke informs mo the Success Galley will sail in two or 
three days for Madras, which I think will be a proper opportunity, and on 
which ship I propose continuing my passage for Port St. George. 

I have likewise received y' Hon' &c. favour of the 14*’* April. The Com-* 
mitteo of Bombay, to whose letter I must beg leave to refer y' Hon' &c., will 
acquaint you with their reasons for not sending round the King’s Troops. 

I am, with Respect, 

Hon’ble Sir & ‘Sirs, 

Your Most Obedient Humble Servant, 

Port St. David ; \ ROBERT OLIVE. 

13th May 1756. J 


To tlic Hon'blc Geohoe Pjgot, Esq., and the Gcntlcifien of tbc Select Committee. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — Tour instructions shall be comply’d with. I have 
already sent orders for the lascars employ’d on board his Majesty’s squadron 
to be struck off the Compy’s Pay Rolls from the time they embark’d. 

The men of Captains Polier & Gouppe’s Companies shall be sent to Madrass 
by the first sea conveyance, and with them the deserter belonging to Captain 
Gouppe’s Company under a proper guard. 

I will give orders for the entertainment of aU such lascars as can do the 
Compy any service & am with respect. 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Tour Most Obedient humble Servant,. 

Port St. David; ■> ROBERT OLIVE. 

S5th June 1756. j 


To tbc Hon'ble George Figot, Esq., and tbc Gentlemen of tbe Select Committee. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs,— I have this moment received the enclosed letter 
from Mr, Watson accompanied with one from Mr. De Layrt, translate of 
which I now forward. 

I cannot take upon me to give any advice upon so nice a subject : on the 
one side our accquiescence may sink us in the opinion of tbe people of the 
country, on the other, it may serve to strengthen our alliance with the King 
of Tanjour on which much will depend in case of a rupture between the two 
nations. 

I have referred M' Watson to your Hon'., &e., and to his own discretion. 

It seems odd to me that the Governor of Tranquebar should not apply to 
the English for their mediation. 

Enclosed yott will receive some intelligence. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour 'Most Obedient Servant, 
ROBERT OLIVE. 

Port St. David, 

Snd July 1756. 

9 o’clock p.M. 

D53 F. D. ' 
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To the Hon'ble Geouge Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Commitlee. 

Hon’bSjE Sm.ANB Sms, — I have received your letter of the 30th June, 
and upon enquiry find that Edmund Glen, Corporal, and Benjamin Bradfield, 
Centinel, were returned the 8th of last month, and shall not fail informing 
you when any deserters are sent back, agreeable to the stipulation of the Cartel. 

John Baptista Trienier came here two days ago ; says he has been out of 
the Erencli Service these two years, during which time he served one JUeer 
Saib, a Moorman. Please give your directions about him. 

The order signed by the Hon’ble the President shall he added to the hook 
of Militarj Regulations agreeable to ycur instructions. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon*ble Sir and Sirs, 

, Tour Most Obedient Servant, 

Pout St. David, ROBERT CLIVE. 

3rd July 1756, 

To the Hon’hle George Pigot, Esq., and' the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Hon’ble Sir aijd Sms, — I have received your favour of the 4th enclos- 
ing two letters, open for Mr. Watson, and one open for the Governor of 
Tranquebar, all which have been forwarded agreeable to your directions. 

I am much obliged to you for the intelligence contained in one of 
Mr. Watson’s letters, intelligepce of a very serious nature indeed, which calls 
for every expedient in our power to ward off the blow so much dreaded by the 
Gentlemen of the Committee at home. 

It is recommended to us particularly to avoid hazardous enterprizes ; were 
hazardous enterprizes ever undertaken by men of prudence hut in desperate 
circumstances, and can there he a more effectual method thought of to save the 
•settlements from the hazardous enterprizes of our enemies than by the vigo- 
rous assistance of his Majesty’s squadron which, give me leave to say, ought to 
be reinforced by aU the ways and means possibly in our power, the protector is 
wrote for and (if there be time) cannot two of the Bombay (Jrebs be sent for 
likewise, eannot one or two of the Coast and Bay ships when they arrive be 
fitted out occasionally, I am sure their never was a time which required more 
’ vigorous measures. 

Whether Mr. Watson’s letter to Mr. De Layrit has had any effect, or 
whether the affrightend second -of Tranquebar represented matters in a worse 
light than what they really were I know not, but it is certain the design of 
sending a reinforcement to that place is entirely dropt, tho* another of a 
more important nature is carrying on, I mean the embarkation yesterday even- 
ing of Mr. Law and five other officers with 150 Military for Melchlepatam, I 
have not y# heard that the ship is sailed. 

Give me leave to offer to your consideration the state of the garrison as to 
provisions, which at present is stocked well with nothing but rice and firewood. 
Arrac, a very necessary articles, there is none, and as to other particulars, I 
must beg leave to ref err you to an Indent for 6 months’ provisions for the 
garrison of Port St. David sent by the Gentlemen sometime ago. You will be 
pleased to give what orders you think proper, it is certain the place runs no 
risque but from the want of provisions. 

I suppose the Admiral will inform you the Salisltiry spoke with a Prehch 
ship this morning from the Mauritius. 

' Enclosed you will receive copy of a letter from Manager and an intelli- 
gence. 

. I am, with respect, 

- - Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Pour Most Obedient Servant, 

, ROBERT CLIYE. 

Port St. David, \ 

6th July 1756. ) • . ■ 



To tlie Hou’ble Gkouge Figot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Hon’ble Sib and'Sibs,— In a former lietterof yours dated the 23rd June, 
I received orders to strike off the Company’s Pay Rolls of those Lascars that were 
employed on Board His Majesty’s Squadron, in consequence of which their 
Wife’s and Eamily’s are starving and I have been obliged at last to give them 
one week’s pay. 

I have acquainted Mr. Watson therewith and at the same time enclosed 
him the para, of Tour Letter, his answer is as follows : — 

“ I heartily wish it were in my power to abate the cries of the Lascars 
Wifes. Besides the positive Orders I received from the Admiralty, who laid me 
under an Injunction never to enter a Lascar on board the Squadron, you will 
be pleased to consider the condition of the obligation on which I took them, 
no otherwise than as I was unwiUing to distress the Company’s Affairs on a 
shore in drawing Colonel Aldercron’s Regiment. Ton will farther-consider fois 
whose Service I took them, if for the Company’s, where can be the hardship in 
paying them wages ? if the King finds them victuals. In this particular of 
victualing them I am afraid I have exceeded the hounds of my orders, but 
farther I cannot go. If I return them on shore the consequence will be that 
I must make a longer demand on Colonel Aldercron’s Regiments of the Com- 
pany’s Troops.” 

You will please to send me your instructions on this subject. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, . 

Your Most Obedient Humble Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 

Eobt St. David, ) 
lOth July 1756. J 

The Admiral writes me the Snoto has spoken with a large ship to the 
southward but knows not what she is. 


Deab Sib, — Mr. Wynch has wrote me he designs coming to this place 
the begining of next month, with which I have acquainted Mr. Norris. 

I need not represent that Mr. Norris is very strongly recommended to me 
bv Mr. Drake, his known merits will entitle him to Mr. Pigot’s favour as 
well as mine, and as he cannot be second of this place, he is desirous of being 
3rd. Mr. Turner likewise begs he may continue here though he be out of 
Oounpil, the case is this, these Gentlemen and one or two more have built a 
bouse at their own expence, live together and are but one family, and have 
represented to me a separation will be attended with great inconveniency and 
expence to them all. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most oblig. hum. Servant, 

Fort St. David, \ • ROBERT CLIVE. 

10th Jvhj 1756. ) 

P.fS".— The present Poliger of this placeisas great a rascal as ever was un-' 
hanged, most notorious robberies are committed every night of the week, and I 
verily believe he is concerned himself, for out of the numerous complaints that 
have been made, he has never once given satisfaction or detected one man. I 
therefore propose turning him out if you have no objection, and making him phy 
for some of the late roherers by way of example, at the same time I shall 
write to the TTorriar of TVorriarpollam that I have appointed, the old one in 
his rooms. Provisions are extravagentJy dear, which I believe is owing to the 
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villaiiy of the peons tliat guard the bound, who arc constantly nialcing 
the people pay some kind of toll .or other. I hope soon to remedy -this com- 
plaint. . , ' . . ’ 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., and tho Gentlemen of tlie Select Committee. 

Hon’blb Sib & Sirs, — I have your favour enclosing one for Admiral 
Watson, which was dispatched to him the moment I received it. 

Upon the rec‘ of your Letter I immediately called for a return of this 
Garrison which is now before me, and I find tho Europeans fit for duty only 
192 Hank and Eile, to which if wo add tho sick being 37, the total of 
Europeans Rank and Eile mil he 231 sick arid well ; .the Topasses, including 
those which are on hoard tho Squadron, amount to 112, the whole military force 
of Dave Oota is hut 92 officers included of which not more than 40 are 
Europeans, and if I take one half, tho garrison will bo in a most defence- 
less condition, and the Military will not oven then amount to the number you 
mentioned. I enclose a Return of Eort S‘ David Garrison and one got from 
Cap‘ Oallendar of Dave Cota for your inspection. 

The Artillery Men will amount to near the number specified in your letter 
including the 25 which were ordered to join Captain Hyslop’s Detachment, and 
who have not sufficient practice to bo much depended upon, 

I shall always pay great defference to Col. Aldercron and Col. Lawrance’s 
opinion and agree with them that 400 Men Rank and Eile with 60 Men of the 
Train of Artillerjr and 10 Companies of Seapoys will be a sufficient force for 
the defence of this place, but I beg leave to ask whether they include in the 
number 112 Toppasses and 37 Europeans sick and unfit for duty. I flatter 
myself they will think with me as many good Seapoys would render the 
Company more service. 

It was formerly a custom at the presidency to supply their Subordinate 
Settlements with the most indifferent of every thing, this charge cannot be 
laid to the President and Committee at Eort S‘ George wdio has always bestowed 
an equal regard and attention on all our Hon’ble Master’s settlements in general, 
and I am persuaded they will tbinlc this Garrison should be reinforced when 
they come to find its strength with the addition of what can be spared from 
Dave Cota falls short of what they proposed for its defense. 

I must therefore' offer to your consideration whether it would not be a 
step consistent with the safety of this place to desire one of the Company’s 
belonging to the King’s Regiment might be left here, and 10 or 12 of the King’s 
Artillery Men, in such case I will be answerable for the defence of Eort S‘ 
David, it can be attended with no inconveniency to our civil affairs, as I have 
the hon'^ of his Majesty’s Commission. 

You may be assured of my assiduity and diligence in getting tho 
troops, military stores, &o., embarked with the utmost expedition, tho’ I 
believe tbe Squadron cannot sail in less than 4 or 5 days as Captain Hyslop 
informs me he cannot have every thing ready belonging to his Branch before 
that time. 

Mr. Watson will supply me wnth the stores you mention, and you may be- 
assured I will purchase nothing but what is absolutely necessaiy, most of the- 
small articles may be secured when the danger is much nearer than at present.. 

Tour instructions about the Seapoys without arms and tbe payment of 
the Lascars shall be obeyed. 

I am, with Respect,. ' 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Your Most Obedient Humble Servant,. 
ROBERT CLIVE. 

Eort St David? ' > 

The 14t1i July: 1756, J 
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To tbe Hon’ble Geouge Tigot^ Esq., and ibe Gentlemen of the Select Committee. . . 

Hon’bIiE Sir and SiRSi—AU the provisions, stores, &c., are landed from- 
the Squadron, as will appear in the enclosed account signed by the Store? 
keeper. 

Three of our deserters named Tho*‘ White, James Whitehead and Peter- 
Loud, were returned two days ago hy Mons'* DeLayrit, and one Backman, a 
Prenchman was returned by us. 

Ten men from this Garrison are missing, and there is a moral certainty 
that they are concealed on board the Squadron, 3 were detected last night in 
sailors’ habits endeavouring to get on hoard, I have .wrote to Mr. .Watson in the 
strongest terms about it, then I must further represent that if there is not 
some method thought of to convince the Inferior Officers on Board the Squadron 
that they will incur the Admirals’ displeasure hy harbouring our men, there 
will be no end to desertions of the kind and the Compy. will receive infinite 
detriment from those that came on purpose to protect and .serve them. 

I am sorry to . inform you that through tbe obstinacy of the hoat-fellows 
in coming on shore in the night time one of the boats loaded with powder 
lias been stove, 29 baiTels are much damaged and 2 entirely lost, I have sent 
to secure the hoat-fellows who absconded upon the accident happening. 

Being greatly in want of good drillmen for exercising the Military, I 
have apply’d to Coll. Bagshaw who has supply’d me with two for that purpose, 
and I shall order both Officers and Soldiers out every morning till they are 
thoroughly acquainted with their duty. 

All the Articles the Gov"^' has wrote for as far as this Garrison can supply 
them are embarked except 15 of the 9-pounders, and I am in some doubt 
whether they can he got oif in time as the Admiral iS determined to sail hy 
twelve o’clock this evening. 

Enclosed you will receive a little sketch of what articles are sent onboard. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient humble servant. 

Port St. David ; ) 

> EGBERT OLIVE. 

Idth July 1756. ) 

P. (S'. — I have sent on board the Kent under charge of the King’s guard 
ship deserters, and I suppose your former orders about sending the men belong- 
ing to Gouppe’s and Poliers Companies are over-ruled by y* late instructions 
ordering me to complete this Garrison to 400 men rank and file. 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — Yesterday Mons’^’ DeLayrit, returned the fol- 
lowing deserters : — 


Capt. Gardiner’s 

Compy. 

. . . Peter Garron. 

Oapt. Lin’s 

do. 

. . . Lavier. 



St. Vanaron. 

Capt. Callender’s 

i do. 

. . . La Peshier. 

Capt. Polier’s 

do. 

. . . John Rolluh. 


All foreighners and five of the ten men whom I thought had embarked 
bu board the squadron. 

I am, with respect, 

' Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 


Port St. David;) 
Both July 1756. J 

S63 F. D. 


ROBERT OLIVE. . , 

B 


:6 

To theiHoN’blelGEOBGB FiaoT,-Edq.j and tlio Gentlemen .o£ tbe Select Committee. •' 

■ Hon’blb : Sin . AND ' SiiiSjT-Bcfore- your favour of the 6th August came to 
hand, the rnajor part of ;the draft bullocks belonging to thoCompy. had set out 
for Madras, the rest shall be sent immediately. 

The Deserter Trienior shall be. returned agreeable to your directions and 
the^men of Poliers and-Gouppes Companies sent by . the first sea conveyance. 

I have received some intelligence, which I think may be d'epended upon, 
viz.i that a camel is arrived express at Pondicherry from Syallabat Jung with 
proposals for an accommodation, if there be any truth in this report (as*! fear 
there is) you will best know what reflections to make or steps to take upon so 
important a subject, it is said Syllabat Jung is under great apprehension of 
being left to the mercy of the Morattas if the Prcnch are destroyed, and that 
he depended upon the -English assistance to protect him against their superior 
forces. 

I find it was the practice of the late Deputy Governor to send the pay- 
master a half monthly accounts of spy money expended, specifying the parti- 
cular places were such spies were stationed and how employed ; the absurdity 
of this custom needs no explanation, and if you approve of it, will only make 
the country Dr. to Cash expended on Secret Services and transmitt .to you the 
particulars of that expence monthly, there are several unnecessary articles 
which I have struck off, and am, with respect. 


Poet St. David j 
9th August 1756. . 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

EGBERT OLIVE. 


Gentlemen, — I have but just time to acquaint you that yesterday morn- 
ing we attacked the Nabab’s Army, consisting of 4*7,000 men and made a pro- 
digious slaughter, the loss on our right side is very considerable, 67 Military 
killed and wounded with over 100 Seapoys, and Officers killed are Captain 
Bridge and’ Pye, Captain Gripe, Lieutenant Marboldy, Ensigns Ellis, Kirja 
Sing wounded, Noor Bolsher is killed. 

Now to the consequence of this blow. 

The Nabab has decamped with his whole Army ; he wrote me a letter that 
he will comply with all our demands except a sum of money for the .inhabit- 
ants, viz,, that he will put me in possession of every thing granted by the 
Royal Phirmaund, liberty to fortify Calcutta as we please, and the liberty of 
a Mint. He concludes with desiring me to sign these proposals, and this he 
will sign and seal them immediately ; — ^that he will send me a Seerpah elephant 
’and jewells. 

I am. Gentlemen, with respect, 

Camp ; ■) Tour most obedient servant, 

6th February 1757. [ ROBEBT CLIVE. 


Dear Sie, — H aving just heard that the Walpole is still in the river, I 
am in hopes this will reach you. Since my last the Otmherland is arrived, by 
whom I reed, your favour of the- 1st instant. • 

I have already, acquainted you of the revolution which has happened at 
. Dilly, since which the Nabab writes me, he has received advices that the 
Afghans are marching towards his provinces. He has desired me in the strongest 
terms to, join him, and has affored to pay a Lack of Rupees per month for the 
maintenance of the forces. The Gentlemen here as well as myself are of opinion 
the offers are too advantagious to be refused, indeed our late Treaty binds us to 
assist him, and I need not represent that if these plunderers get into the province, 
there will be an end to the Compy’s. affairs for some time, part of the Nabab’s 
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Army are already marched for Patna, and he himself will leave Musadahad very 
soon with the rest. 

I began my march on the 8th and am close to Chandarnagore, the Nahab 
testifies some reluctance at our attacking this place, however I am in hop^ we 
shall hot leave it behind us, the lai’ge ship I believe will move up oh Monday, 
the arrival of the Bombay troops, with those on the Qimlerland, and the Seapoys 
coming from the coast, will render our force considerable, and I hope all these 
disturbances will be at an end time enough for me to be with yon in September, 
before which I had very little hopes of seeing Madras had nothing of this kind 
happened. 

Cassimbazar Factory with a considerable quantity of goods are restored, 
and i believe the rest of the Articles will very soon be complied with, the 3 
lacks will be paid in a day or two. 

The Gentlemen of the Committee will excuse my not writing them, having 
but just time to finish this. 

I am, 


•Camp, 

11th March 1757. 


! 


Dear Pigot, 

Very affect, friend and huml. Servant, 
Pi,OBERT CLIVE. 


953 F. D* 
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Monday the 17th May 1756. 

At a Committee Present 
George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

BiObret Orme, 

WiiiLiAM Perceval, 

Henry Pownet, 

Alexander Wynch, 

Eobekt Pale. 

^ ft S ft 

Letter from Eobert Clive, Esq., read as follows : — 

TO THE HON’BLE GEORGE PIGOT, Esq., 

President and Governor, &c.. Gentlemen of the Committee at Fort St. George. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

I was honor’d with your favor dated the 24th January 1756 upon my 
retiu'n from Ghereah, and was in hopes a Committee would Jiave been held time 
enough for me to have sent an answer thereto by one of the late Conveyances, 
hut no Committee being held will I hope excuse me to your Honor, &c., for not 
acknowledging the receipt of yom* Letter before. 

The Committee of Bombay have sent on hoard the Kent, a Packet contain- 
ing Duplicates of the Letters, Papers, &c., sent per Dodingfon, which I have 
desured may he forwarded by the first safe Sea Conveyance not judging it 
prudent to trust it by Land. Mr. Starke informs me the Success Galley will 
sail in two or three days for IMadras, which I think will he a proper Opportunity, 
and on which Ship I purpose continuing my passage for Eort St. George. 

I have likewise receiv’d your Honor, &c’s., Eavor of the 14th April. The 
Committee of Bombay to whose Letter I must beg leave to refer your Honor, 
&e., will acquaint you with their reasons for not sending round the King’s 
Troops. 

I am with Eespect, Hon’ble Sir & Sirs 

Tour most Obedient, humble Servant 

Eort St. David, EOBEET CLIYE. 

13th May 1756. 


As we may expect to see Mr. Clive in two or three days it is unnecessaiy 
to write any answer to his above Letter. 

s $ « s $ 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAIYRENOE, 
HENET POWNET, 

ROBERT OEMS, 

A. WTNCH, 

WILL’^ PERCEVAL, 

EOBERT PALK. 


S27 F. n. 
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At a Oomjiitteb Peesent. 

Tuesday. the S9th June 1766. 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, Fresiilent. 

Stringer Latvrencb, . . 

Egbert Orme, 

William Perceval, 

Hekrt Pownet, 

Alexander Wtnch, 

Egbert Pale. 

$»»«««« 
Eeceived tlie following Letter from Eobert Clive, Esq., 

To tbe Hon’ble George Figot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 
Hgn’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour Instructions shall be complied with, I have already sent orders for tb 
Lascars employed on board bis Majesty’s Squadron to bo Struck off tbe Co- 
pany’s Pay-Eolls from tbe time they embarked. 

. The men of Captains Polier and Gaupp’s Companies shall be sent to 
by the first Sea Conveyance, and with them the Deserter belonging to C 
Gaupp’s Company under a proper Guard. 

I will give orders for the entertainment of all such Lascars, as cr 
Company any service, and am with Eespect 

Hgn’ble Sir and Sr 
Tour most obedient, humble 
Port St. David, EOBEET CLIT 

2Bth June 1756. 

« * * * * « 

GEOEGE PIf 
STEINGER 
HENRY P 
EOBERT 
A. WTN^ 

WILL«P 

ROBERT 

Sunday the 4th July 1756. 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot Esq., Governor, JPresfc 
Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

William Perceval, 

Henry Powney, 

Alex. Wynch, 

Robert P.dLK. 


The following Letter just now received from Robert Cli 
Read with copy of a Letter from Rear Admiral Watson 
lation of a Letter from de Leyrit to M"" Watson : — 

To the Hon'ble George Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the b 
Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

I have this moment receiv’d the inclos’d letter from M' Wats' 
nied with one from Mr. de Leyrit, Translate of which I now forwc. 
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I cannot, take \ipon me to give any atlvico \^pon so nice a subject, on the 
one side onr acquiescence may sink ns in the o])inion of tiic people of Mie 
couniiy, on the other it may servo to strengthen our alliance with the King of 
Tanjonr on Avhich much Avill depend in case of n rujiturc bet ween the t wo Nations, 

I have referred Watson to your Honor, &c., and to his own discretion. 

It seems to me odd that the Governor of Tranquohar shovdd not apply to 
the English for their mediation. 

Inclos'd you will receive some Intclligenoo. 

Eout St David, I am with llcspcct 

Juhj 17oG. • llos’ni.n Siu &Sins, 

ff*' Clock P. IL Yonr most obedient huinhle Servant, 

EOimirr ceive. 

« IF e » * t f 

GEOIJGT- riGOT, 

STlll NGK 11 LA WR ENCK, 
HEN II V row NET, 
ItOEERT OK ME, 

ALEX. IVYNCll, 

M'lLi;'- rEKGKVAL, 
KOBEKT I’ALK. 


Saturdiiy llie lOtli .TiiJy, 

At .a COMMlllEK I’KirSl NT 
Gnouon I'lfKiT, Esq., liorcnuo'^ 
.STi!iyrti;n L.\wiu;kci:, 

Konnr.r On«i:, 

M’im.iam 
IlrNiJY IVnv.\i;v, 

Aj.rx. Wvsnt, 

Komrnr P.m.k. 


The following 3/.>tter-; from Koh-rt Clue, I'-i. 
Read: — ’ ' 

To thr. Iloxw, 

Hok’hw: Sin 

Porni .'•«»»' J* tf' r r.f (b,. n.r nr 1 

Corporal Glen and Ii«>iij:iniin K.-iddd -M r. v*:, j.j .. 

agrcoable^o tSipni:utn/I!nh;^^ 

3ioor m„. ■ 


i’OKT St. Davij), 

Srd Jubj II 


^ * f ’ 


i!j» 

V 1>.- 


r 


... r 


) . , 


*♦ * ■** 
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To the HoN’BtB George Pigot, Esq., jind the Gcntlonicu of the Select Committee. 
Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

I have receiv’d your favor of the inclosing two letters open for Mr. 
Watson, and one open for the Governor of Tranquehar, ail which have been for- 
warded agreeable to your directions. 

I am much obliged to you for the intelligence contained in one of M' 
Watson’s Letters, intelligence of a very serious nature indeed, wliich calls for 
every expedient in our power to ward off the blow so much dreaded by Gentle- 
men of the Committee at home. 

It is recommended to us particularly to avoid hazardous enterprizes, were 
hazardous enterprizes ever undertaken by men of prudence ? but in desperate 
circumstances, aud can there be a more effectual method thought of to save 
our Settlements from the hazardous enterprizes of our enemies than by the 
vigorous assistance of His Majesty’s Squadron, w'hich give me leave to say 
ought to be reinforced by all the ways and means possibly in our power ; the 
Protector is wrote for (and if there be time) cannot two of the Bombay Grabs 
be sent for like'wise, cannot one or two of the Coast and Bay Ships when they 
arrive be fitted out occasionally. I am sure there never was a time which 
required more vigorous measures. 

Whether M' Watson’s letter to de Levrit has had anv effect, or whether 
the affrightened Second of Tranquebar had misrepresented matters in a worse 
light than what they really were, I know not, but it is certain the design of 
sending a reinforcement to that place is entirely dropt, tho’ another of a more 
important natui’e is carrying on, T mean the embarkation yesterday evening of 
M' Law and five other OfiScers with 150 Military for Mctchlepatam. 1 have 
not heard that the Ship is sailed. 

Give me leave to offer to your consideration the state of this Garrison as to 
provisions, which at present is Stocked with nothing but Rice andEirewood; 
Arrack, a very necessary article, there is none, and as to other particulars, I 
must beg leave to refer you to an Indent for C months provisions for the 
Garrison of Fort S‘ David sent by the Gentlemen sometime ago. You will be 
pleased to give what orders you think proper, it is certain the place runs no 
risque but from the want of Provisions. 

I suppose the Admiral will inform you the Salishmj spoke with a French 
Ship this morning from the Mauritius. 

Inclosed you will receive copy of a letter from Monagee, and some In- 
teUigence. 


Fort David, 
6th July 1756. 


r: S * 


I am with Respect 
Honorable Sir & Sirs 
Tour most Obedient Servant, 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

* s * 


GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 

HENRY POWNEX, 

ROBERT ORME, 
received fro) 

F^om Rear WTNOH, 

_jr-vt^Leyrit to M' Wa 

u T. riLL^- PERCEVAI, 

rTiEonGE Pigot, Esq., and th 

n’ble Sir and Sirs, ROB''- PALK. 

I have this moment receiv’d the inelc 
nied with one from Mr. de Leyrit, Transh 
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Monday the IS*** July 1766. 


At A. Committee Peesent, 

Georoe Pigot, Esq., Qovernor, F7'esident, 
' Stringer La.ivrence, 

Egbert Ormb, 

William Perceval, 

Henry Powney, 

Alex. Wynoh, 

Egbert Palk. 


Received the following letter from Robeiit Clive, Esq.; 

To the Hom’ble George Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Seleet Committee. 

I 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

In a former letter of yours dated tlie 23*^ June, I receiv’d orders to strike 
off tiio Company’s Pay rolls, tlioso lAscars that vrere employed on board Ws 
Majesty’s Squadron, in consequence of wMch their wives and families are 
starving, and I have been obliged at last to give them one week’s pay. 

I have acquainted SJ' Watson therewith, and the same time inclosed him 
the paragraph of your letter, his answer is as follows : — 

“ I heartily wish it were in my power to abate the cries of the Lascars* 
“ wives. Besides the positive orders I received from the Admirality, who laid me 
" under an injunction never to enter a Lascar on hoard the Squadron, you will 
“ be pleased to consider the condition of the obligation on which I took them, 
** no otherwise, than as I was unwilling to distress the Company’s affairs on 
“ Shore in draining Colonel Adlcrcron’s Eegiment. You will further consider for 
“ whose service I took them, if for the Company’s, where can be the hardship 
" in paying them wages (?), if the King’s, find them victuals. In particular I 
“ am affraid I have exceeded the bounds of my Orders, but farther I cannot 
“ go. If I return them on shore the consequence will be that I must make a 
" larger demand on Colonel Adlercrou’s Eegiment. 

You will please to send me your instructions on this subject. 


I am with Eespect 

Port St. David; Hon’ble Sir & Sms. 

10“ Juli/ 17B6. Your most Obedient Servant, 

BOBEET OLIVE. 

»«««•«« 

82 ;r.D. 
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Wednesday the 14*'* July 1756. 

At a Committee Present. 

George Piqot, Esq., Governor, Freeident 
Stringer Lawrence. 

Egbert Orme, 

"William Perceval, 

Henry Powney, 

Alex. Wynod, • 

Egbert Palk. 

The President acquaints the Committee that upon Intelligence received 
last night from the Governor and Council of Port William of dangerous dis- 
turbances raised in Bengal by the new Nabob. It was resolved in Council this 
morning to send thither a reinforcement of two hundred men under the Com- 
mand of Major Kilpatrick, and that Captain Lin, Captain Lieutenant Godwin, 
Lieutenant Eidman, and Ensigns Vonga and Plaction being appointed for this 
Expedition, he had sent them orders to repair immediately hither. 

Agreed to dispatch a Pattamar immediately to Bombay to advise the Select 
Committee there of the inttelligence received from Bengal, and of the Draft of 
Men it obliges us to make from hence, representing to them that it is by so 
much the more necessary we should be reinforced to the utmost of their power 
without loss of time. 

**•**»«» 

GEOEGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNEY, 

ROBERT ORME. 

ALEX. WYNOH, 

WILLm PEBOEVAL, 

ROB. PALK. 


Sent the following letters to the Select Committee at Bombay and to 
Captain Charles Campbell, pursuant to the Resolutions of the foregoing Com- 
mittee. 

To the Hon’ble Richabd Boobohibr, Esq., President and Governor, and the Gentlemen of the 

Select Committee at Bombay. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

We have received last night letters from the Governor and Council of 
Bengal of the A*** and 7*'‘ of last month advising us of the great loss the Com- 
pany have already sustained by the surrender of Cassimbazar to the new Nabob, 
who marching with a numerous Army between that place and Calcutta, sur- 
rounded the abovementioned Factory, and obliged M' Watts and his Council 
on frivolous pretences to pay him a visit and to give up the Fort, and the Army 
is now marching on towards Calcutta. 

This has lain the Gentlemen of Bengal under a necessity of demanding 
Troops from us, whichj notwithstanding our own situation, the necessity of pre- 
serving so valuable a Settlement, has obliged us to comply with, and we doubt 
not but this will be a further inducement to you to reinforce us as sooh and 
as much as possible. 

We are Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. George, GEORGE PIGOT & Committee, 

July 1756. . ; . 
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■ * ■ * « * * * -' * 

To the Hon'ble George Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. . 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, ' 

I have your favor inclosing one for Admiral Watson, "which was dispatched 
to him the moment I received it. 

Upon the receipt of your letter I immediately called for a return of this 
Garrison, which is now before me, and I find the Europeans fit for duty only 
192 Rank and File, to which if you add the sick being 37, the to tal of Europeans 
Rank and File will be 231 sick and well. The Topasses, those which are on 
hoard the squadron amount to 112, the whole Military Force of Devecotah is 
but 92, Olficers included, of which not more than 40 are Europeans, and if I 
take one half, the Garrison will he in a most defenceless condition, and the 
Military will not even then amount to the number you mention. I inclose a 
Return of Fort S‘ David Garrison, and one I got from Captain Callender of 
Devecotah for your Inspection. 

The Artillerymen will amount to near the number specified in your letter, 
including the 26 which were ordered Captain Hislop’s Detachment, and who 
have not had sufficient practice to be depended on. 

I shall always pay great defference to Colonel Adlercron and Colonel Law- 
rence’s opinion, and agree with them that 400 men. Rank and File, with 60 men 
of the Train of Artillery and 10 Companies of Seapoys, will he a sufficient Force 
for the defence of this place, hut I heg leave to ask, whether they include in 
the number 112 Topasses and 37 Europeans sick and unfit for duty. I flatter 
myself they will think with me, as many good Seapoys would render the Com- 
pany more service. 

It was formerly a custom at the Presidency to supply their subordinate 
Settlements with the most indifferent of every thing, this charge cannot be 
laid to the President and Committee of Fort S‘ George who have always bestow- 
ed an equal regard and attention on all our Honorable Masters Settlement, 
in General, and I am persuaded they "will think this Garrison should be rein- 
forced when they come to find its strength, with the addition of what can be 
spared from Devecotah falls short of what they proposed for its defence. 

I must therefore offer to your consideration, whether it would not he a 
step consistent with the safety of this place to desire one of the Company’s 
belonging to the King’s Regiment might be left here, and 10 or 12 of the King’s 
Artillery men, in such case I will be answerable for the defence of Fort St 
David, it can he attended with no inconveniency to our Civil affairs, as I have 
the honour of His Majesty’s Commission. 

You may he assured of my assiduity and diligence in getting the Troops, 
Military Stores, &c., embarked with the utmost expedition, tho’ I believe the 
Squadron cannot sail in less than 4 or 6 days as Captain Hislop informs me 
he cannot have every thing ready belonging to his branch before that time. 

Mr. Watson will supply me with the Stores you mention, and you may be 
assured I will purchase nothing but what is absolutely necessary, most of the 
small articles may be secured when the danger is much nearer than at present. 

Tour instructions about the Seapoys without arms and the payment of 
the Lascars shall be obeyed. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

■ - Fort S* Da^vid, Tour most obedient Servant, 

■ im July 1756, ROBERT OLIVE. 


Our Force is lessen’d so considerably by the Draft made for Bengal that 
it would not be prudent to leave any part of the Regiment at Fort S* David, 
the Garrison of which place is now much stronger in proportion to the fortifica- 
tions they have to defend than this, which besides will probably be the first 
attacked by the French, should they have a design against our Settlements. 
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It would lie doing injustice to M"* Watson were we not on this occasion to 
take notice of the readiness ho has at all times shewn to assist in any measure 
that have been judged for the Company’s Benefit. 

« « «■« * * ♦ » 

GEOllGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LA.WBEN OB, 
UENRY IWNEY, 

ROBERT ORME, 

ALEX. WYNCII, 

WILL"' PERCEVAL, 

ROB*- PALK. 


Friday the 23* July 1750. 

I 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President 
Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

William Perceval, 

Henry Powney, 

Alex. Wynoh, 

Robt. Palk. 


The following letter from Robert Clive, Esq., Read. 

To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

All the provisions, Stores, &c., are landed from the Squadron as will 
appear from the inclosed accounts signed by the Store-keeper. 

Three of our deserters named Thomas White, James Whitehead, Peter 
Land were returned two days ago by Mons*- Leyrit and one Backman was 
returned by us. 

Ten men from this Garrison are missing, and there is a moral certainty that 
they are concealed on board the Squadron, 3 were detected last night in Sailors 
habits endeavouring to get on board. I have wrote to Mr. Watson in the 
strongest terms about them, and I must further represent that if there is not 
some method thought of to convince the inferior OflS.cers on board the Squad- 
ron that they will incur the Admiral’s displeasure by harbouring our men, 
there will be no end to desertions of this kind, and the Company will receive 
infinite detriment from those that come on purpose to protect and serve them. 

I am sorry to inform you that through the obstinacy of ,the boat-fellows in 
coming ashore in the night time, one of the boats loaded with powder has been 
stove, 29 barrels are much damaged, and 2 entirely lost ; I have sent to secure 
fellows who absconded upon the accident happening 

Being greatly in want of good Drill men for exercising the Military, I have 
applied to Colonel Bagshaw, who has supplied me with two for that purpose; 
and I shall order both officers and soldiers out every morning till they are 
thoroughly acquainted with their duty. 
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All the articles the Governor has wrote for, as far as this Garrison can 
supply them, are embarked, except 16 of the 9 Pounders, and I am in some 
doubt whether they can be got off in time, as the Admiral is determined to sail 
by 12 o’clock this evening. 

Inclosed you will receive a little sketch of what articles are sent on board. 

I am with respect 

Hon’ble Sib, & Sibs 

Fort St. David, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

19“ July 17oG. EGBERT CLIVE. 


T.S . — I have sent on hoard the Kent under charge of the King’s Guard 
five Sudss deserters, and I suppose your former orders about sending the men 
belonging to Gaupp’s and Polier’s Companies, are overuled by your late in- 
structions, ordering me to compleat this Garrison to 400 men Rank and File. 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNET, 

ROBERT ORME, 

ALES. WTNCH, 

WILL“ PERCEVAL, 

ROBERT PALK. 


Saturday tbe 21" August 1756. 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Paik, 

Henry Powney, 

William Perceval. 

The President acquaints the Committee that intelligence was received on the 
16th Instant of the taking of Calcutta by the Moors on the 20th June, in 
consequence of which it having been resolved in Council to .send as large a 
Force as can possibly be spared from hence to make an effort for the re-estah- 
lishment of that valuable Settlement, he dispatched orders the 17th Instant 
to Captain Pye to march hither with the Army from Conjeveram. 

As this turn of affairs will render us unable to detach any party to Salahat 
Jung until our Troops come hack from Bengal, or some considerable rein- 
forcements arrive, It is now agreed to write letters to him, liis Vizir Shaw Navaz 
Oawn, and his Dewan Mahomed Moheen Cawn, setting forth that our desire of 
preserving the Carnateck from the designs of the enemy has exposed us to the 
present calamity in Bengal, by the necessity we have been under of detaining 
all the Troops intended for that place — explaining to them the legality of the 
Company’s right to their Settlements in Bengal founded on the Phirmaunds of 
.the Great Mogul — enlarging upon the increase of the riches and revenues which 



those Settlements have brought into the Mogul’s country, and the vast loss the 
Company have sustained by this unjust and violent proceeding of the Nabob 
of Bengal, which has obliged us to detach thither tljat very force which we had 
prepar’d for liis (Salabat Jung’s) service, and concluding with assurances that 
we are under the greatest concern for this disappointment, that wc shall always 
be glad to assist in liis affairs, and that as soon, as a just satisfaction is obtained 
from the Nabob of Bengal our Troops will return and be ready- to act accord- 
ing to bis orders. 

« » * » » 

Letter from Robert Clive Esq. Read as follows : — 

To tlio HoN’in.E Gnonor. Pioot Esq, and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 
HoN’utB Sir & Sms 

Before your favor of the 6“' August came to band, the Major part of the 
Draft Bulloclcs, belonging to the Company had set out for Madras, the rest 
shall he sent immediately. 

The deserterTrimien shall be returned agreeable to your directions, and the 
men of Polier’s and Gaupp’s Corapanys sent by the first Sea Conveyance. 

I have received some intelligence wliicb I think may be depended on, 
that a Carnal is arrived express at Pondicherry from Salabat .lung with pro- 
posals for an accommodation. If there be any truth in this report (as I fear there 
is) you will best know what reflections to make or steps to take upon so impor- 
tant a subject. It is said Salabat J ung is under great apprehensions of being 
left to the mercy of the Morattas if the Ercncb arc destroyed, and that depend- 
ed on the assistance of the Engligh to protect him against their Superior 
Eorces. 

I find it was the practice of the late Deputy Governor to send the Pay- 
master a half monthly account of spy money expended, specifying the parti- 
cular places where such spies were stationed and how employed^ the absurdity 
of this custom needs no explanation, and if you approve of it, will only make 
the Company D'- to cash expended on secret services, and transmit to you the 
particulars of that expence monthly. There are several unnecessary articles 
which I have struck off, and 

am with respect 
Hox’blb Sib & Sins, 
Tour most obedient Servant, 

Poet St. David, ROBERT CLIVE. 

9th A.ugwt 1766, 

» c » » « 

GEORGE PIGOT, 
STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWKEY, 
ROBERT ORME, 

WILL™- PERCEVAL, 
ROBERT PALK. 


Wednesday the September 1766, 

At a CoaDiiTTBE Present. 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor^ Fresidenf, 

Robert Olive, 

Henry Powney, 

Will” Perceval, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Ormb, 

Robert Pale. 

Letter from Roger Drake, Esqr., Peter Godfrey, Esq., Jones Raymond, 
Esq., John Payne, Esq., an^ChristopIwr Burrow, Esq,, the Secret Committee 
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of the Efist India Company, dated the 13th Pehruary ].766, and received per 
Ships Walpole and Cheslerfield, Read, 

By the S'"* Paragraph it is observed that this Committee are invested n'ith 
the power of “ transacting affairs, and talcing such measures as shall best con- 
*‘duce to the protection and preservation of the Company’s Estate, Rights and 
“Priviledges, and to correspond and act in concert with the Select Con?mittee at 
“Bengali and at Bombay, for the general and particular protection of the Com- 
‘‘pany’s Trade, Possessions and Rights, wherever, and whenever they may be in 
“danger; the powers of the Committee never having been before so fully 
“explained it Avas imagined that they extended only to negotiations with the 
“Princes of the Country, and Eoreign European Nations, and to the operations- 
“of the Troops in the Eield ; for this reason the conduct of the intended expedi- 
•“ tion to Bengal has unto this time been had under the deliberation of the whole 
“Council, but it now appears beyond doubt that it ought to have fallen under 
“the Management of this Committe, and that the future directions of it should 
“be refered hither.” 

Ordered that the paragraph before mentioned of the Sereet Committee’s 
letter be laid before the President and Council together with the above 
opinion. 

The Council having accordingly met came to the following Resolution : — ■ 

“ That the transactions for re-establishing the Company in their Rights 
"and Priviledges at Bengal do properly fall under the direction of the Select 
"Committee by virtue of the foregoing paragraph, that it be therefore refered to. 
"the said Committee to do therein as they shall think proper, and that they be 
"fully informed of the steps that have already been taken.” 

The President then acquaints the Committee that the last determination of 
the Council concerning this expedition was that the whole Squadron should' 
proceed with six hundred Men, Rank and File, and the Detachment of His 
Majesty’s Artillery under the Command of Captain Hislop with the guns, etc., 
thereunto belonging, the whole commanded by Colonel Clive, under the general 
direction of Commissaries appointed with full powers for the conduct of the 
Treaties to be made with the Nabob of Bengal, or of the operations of the Forces 
against him, which Coinmissaries so appointed were Colonel Clive, Mr. John 
Smith, and Mr. John "Walsh. 

And that a letter conformably to the said Resolution was wrote to Colonel 
Adlercron but no answer yet received. 

Agreed that the consideration of the other parts of the Secret Committee’s 
Letters be defered to another opportunity. 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROBERT CLIVE, 

STRINGER LA.WRENGE, 
HENRY POWNET, 

ROBERT ORME, 

, WILL”- PERCEVAL, • 

ROUT. PALK, 


Friday the 24..*’^ September 1768. 

At a Cohmeeteb Present 
George Pigot, Esq., Governor , President. 

Robert Clive, 

Henry Powney, 

William Perceval, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Pale. 

The foregoing Letter from Colonel Adlercron dated the 23^ Instant Read, 
and after due consideration bad, the Committee Resolve to land the Ring’s 
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I'min of AvtiUory wiili ilio utmost ox pcdiiiofl, nuA to {.alco" no fuvthov notice of 
Colonel Adlorcron'arcfiisnl, Inivinjj nlready prol.c*8t(!fl ngninafc lilm for all tho bad 
eonseqiionco it may o(scasion. Tho Train nppiivlancos, storos, and ammunition 
wbioli wfii'O ombarlced along with tho King’s Artillery, belonging fwirtly to tho 
King and partly to tho Comjjany, cannot he landed and so))arated without much 
delay, it is thorofovo agreed to request of Colonol Adlercsron to spare them for 
tho service of tho jircsont exj)cdition upon our promise to replace tho same 
quantities immediately for tho use of His Majesty’s ’J’rain. 

The following lotlcr is accordingly wrolo and signed and sent to Colonel 
Adlorcron ; 

» 

To JuiiK AnMOiOROX ISeq, CommandoMn>Chiof ot tho IjiiiuI Forces in Imlin. 

Sin, 

Wo have received tho favor of your letter of yesterday’s dale. 

Wo are now ordering His Majesty’s Train of Artillery to ho brought 
ashore from tho Marlb)'o\ but as tho Ammunition and Stores likewise sent 
on hoard, that ship for the service of tho ArtiUcry consists of sup])lics issued 
from our stores which arc in tho package blended ndth those belonging to His 
Majesty, and ns tho unloading and separating those will be work of timo and 
occasion delay, which it is of tho last importnneo to avoid, ns every day now 
lost greatly protract tho passage of tho Ships to Bengali. Wc take tho liberty 
to request of you that you will permit all tho stores and ammunition designed 
for tho service of His Majesty’s Artillery and already ship'd, may remain on 
hoard tho Mnrlhro* for tlic service of the present expedition, and wc do assure 
you, Sir, that wo will imm(!diatcly replace to you an equal quantity of Stores 
and Ammunition. Wo hope the favor of your compliance with this request, 
and hog that ot your immediate answer to this address. 

Wc have tho honor to he 
Sin 

Your most obedient & most humblo Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT & Committee. 

• «««*«»« 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROBERT 01 JVE, 

STRINGER lAWRBNOE, 
HENRY POWNBY, 

ROBERT ORMB, 

WILL”- PERCEVAL, 

ROBERT PALK. 


Tncedfly the 28‘'' September 1750. 

At a Oommittkis Pjibsbnt; 

Geougb Pigot, Esq., Governor Vreeident , 

Robeut Obive, 

Henby Powney, 

WUiliTAM PBllOBVAL, 

Stbingeh Lawbenoe, 

Robebt Obme, 

Robebt Palk. 

« * « * * « • « 

Letters roooived by tho Bombay Erigato from Bengali, viz*-, two from 
■Reger Drake, Esq., and several of tho Gentlemen of tho late Council of Port 
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William, one from Major James Kilpatrick, and tivo from M'* John Zephania 
Holwell, Read, as -follows: — 

To the Hon’blb Geougb Pigot, Esq., President & Gov^, Council of Fort St. 

George. 

Honohable Sin & Sms, 

Wo have received your several letters of the S***, 14“" & 20“* July by the 
Mermaid Sloop, Norioood and Delawart with the consignments of Treasure and 
Redwood your Honor &® have sent us on those vessels. 

Major Kilpatrick and the Detachment under his Command joined us on 
the 3r‘ ultimo ; had his reinforcement arrived before the loss of our Settlement, 
it might have been of great use in defence of the place ; but in our present 
situation we cannot pretend to undertake any thing with so small a force, and 
without Cannon, for which reason we flatter ourselves your Honor &® will 
comply with the request we have made by M"^ Manningham (duplicate of 
which Address we now inclose you) for assisting us with a sufficient Force both 
Military and Marine in order to re-establish the Hon’ble Company’s 
Settlements in these Provinces, the importance whereof to our employers we 
leave your Honour to judge. 

Major Kilpatrick has in a separate letter transmitted you a return of the 
Military and Stores now in the Fleet ; from which your Honor &® will judge 
what Stores and Ammunition will he wanting, and supply us accordingly. 

Should your Honor &® not have it in your power to furnish us with a 
proper and necessary force to re-establish us on a secure footing, we request you 
will send us the earliest notice of what we are to expect, as the season is far 
advanced, and our Ships will not be able to proceed to the Coast after the 20*** 
or 25“* September, 


We are, 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

Tour most obded‘ humble Serv^-, 

Ftjlta, . ROGER DRAKE, Jtmior, 

18”' August 1756. PAUL RICH® PARKES, 

WILLIAM WATTS, 

1 

J. Z. HOLWELL, 

P. AMTATT, 

JAS. KILPATRICK, 
WILL" MACKETT, 

THO®- BODDAM. 


To the Hon’bIjE Geobgb Pigot, Esq., Fresideat and Governor &® Council of Port St George. 
Hon’oble Sib & Sirs, 

That such advices and material transactions which are requisite to be per- 
formed with diligence and secrecy might be so practised, a Secret Committee 
is composed consisting of the Subscribers hereto, who have thought proper to keep 
from the knowledge of the publick the contents of your Honor Letter dated 
the 4*** Instant, per Sea Force Sloop enclosing Invoice of one hundred Barrells 
of Powder and twenty Barrells of Musquet Ammunition, with the agreeable 
advice of Admiral Watson having been so good as to spare the Bridgwater Man 
827 
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of , War, in order that your Honor might have conveyance to embark us a 
second Detachment with a further supply of Military Stores. From the latest 
advices we learn that the Nabob's Dorccs quartered now at Calcutta, Tanna 
Port, and Bong . Bonggee consist of about seven thousand, and that further , 
numbers are ordered to proceed towards Calcutta. We esteem it necessary to 
acquaint your Honor &®. that many private letters advise that the Jiridpioaier 
and Porces are preparing to proceed to our relief, therefore to prevent too soon 
a publication of your resolutions touching what support you are able to afford 
us, we are to desire express orders may bo given to every Commander of any 
Vessels proceeding down hero, nob to deliver any letters whatsoever but to 
the gentleman whom he may find acts at the Head of the Company's affairs. 

We are with respect, 

HoN’nLis Sin & Sins, 

Your most obedt. humble Servants, 

Puma, EOGER DRAKE, Junior 

iS'* August 1756. J. Z. HOLWELL, 

WILLlAlVt WATTS, 

JAMES KILPATRICK. 


To the Hon'BMi Geouqb Fiqot, Esq., President nnd Governor, &c. Council of Fort S* George. 
Hon'ble Sie & Sins, 

I take this the first opportunity I could possibly meet with, to have the 
honour of acquainting you that I arrived in the river of the 28“’ Dltimo, with 
the Troops under my Command, mostly in good health and spirits. Of 
those I bear now inclose you a Return together with a state of tlie Military 
at Bengali and of the Ordnance Stores. I need not I believe inform you 
Gentlemen, of the melancholy news I met with upon my first arrival here, 
which you will no doubt have heard before this can reach you, and with all its 
cruel circumstances from M' Manningham. 

I left the Delawar, which is now safely come up, on the 30“’ Ultimo at the 
request of the Governour and Council, and found them the same day on board ' 
of their Ships in a situation not easy to be described. You may more easily 
imagine the condition of those poor Gentlemen, driven out from their habita- 
tions, driven out from all they have in the world, and what is worst, having 
lost all or almost all that had been committed to their charge, where many 
people around them who have also lost their all, are discontented and even 
troublesome, pretending to find fault and give their opinions without showing 
that respect which they ought. I hope however when we all meet, for there 
are still three of the Council up at the French Factory, that we shall be then 
able to re-establish harmony, and take such Resolutions as will be most for 
the benefit of the Hon’ble Company, and advantage of the whole. 

When I mention the Council, I ought to inform you Gentlemen that I 
have the honour to act here as one of the Members in a manner at the desire 
of the Gentlemen themselves. For they told me that it was the Company's 
orders, that whenever a Major happened to be with them, he should always 
take the third place at the Board, which I accordingly did ; tho* I let them 
know at the same time that I never had had that honour with you, and the 
reasons which had been given for it. 

We have been pretty well supplied with provisions since I have come here, 
which has a good deal taken off from the apprehensions of the Country people, 

. who I believe, are otherwise disposed to supply us, as we take cai-e that they^ 
are well used. 
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The place and situation we are in renders it extreamly unhealthy, and 
I am sorry to hear that it will he hut more so as the season advances. Yet 
I don’t believe we well can move from this,’ till we have had advices from you ; 
for I am informed that both sides of the river downwards, and a good way 
upwards, are so entirely swamps and paddy fields that it would he impossible 
to' keep the people on shore : and to attack the enemy at present, though we 
were even sure to make ourselves Masters of Calcutta, would he to no manner 
of purpose in the world, if you are not in a condition to send us large supplies 
of in short every thing. 

I have found neither men, guns, nor ammunition here. The inclosed 
will shew you bur numbers. The four field Pieces you sent with me is all 
our Train ; and the Ammunition you sent with those is all we have got of the 
kind. Captain Winter spared us some powder and lead with which I have 
made up about fifty rounds a Man which is all we have to trust to in case 
of an attack, of which we have had some uncertain reports, particularly from 
a great armament of Boats which we have heard they are preparing against 
us up the River. 

Affairs are in such a situation here that I have entirely given over all 
thoughts for the present of returning home as I intended. I have always had 
that attachment to the Hon’ble Company, whatever disappointments I may 
have met with, as never to have let any private concerns sway with me where 
they were at all interested, nor would I ever leave their service unless I was 
extreamly ill used indeed, at a time when my staying might be so necessary 
as it very probably will be here. I was sorry it is true, to find this season 
that they had not thought it proper to put me on the footing that the station 
you had given me and my services I imagined might have deserved. But as 
I have always had so much your good inclinations Gentlemen, I hope you 
will be able to represent things to them in such a manner by the first shipping, 
that they will think it right to consider me in a way that will be both agreeable 
to me and for my honour. 

I have the honour to be 
with the greatest respect, and sincerely 
Peom on Board the Delatoar,- "I Hon’blb Sir & Sir, 

PuiiTA, 5th Augtist 1756. ) Tour most obedient & most humble Servt., 

JAMES KILPATRICK. 


To the Hom'bIiE George Figot, Esq., President and Governour, &c.. Council of Fort St.. 

George. 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Little capable as I am in my present distressed situation of executing a , 
task of this kind, it yet cannot be neglected consistent with my duty to my 
Hon’ble Employers, and the trust last devolved on me at their Settlement of 
Port William now their’s no more, an incident I doubt not but you have before 
this been advised of by Pattamars from this City, and possibly by our late Presi- 
dent from Ingilee; this conjecture however will not excuse -my omitting to 
transmit you under General Heads the several gradations by which our Hon’ble 
Masters have sustained this important loss ; these I am to request you will 
forward to them by the most expeditious conveyance in your power, whilst I 
refer them and you to a particular and distinct narrative of the causes and vari- 
ous accidents which contributed to our fatal catastrophe in those Provinces, 
which I will attempt a^ soon as the recovery of my health (now much impaired) 
will enable me. 

Our Eactory at Cossimbuzar being given up to the Nabob, the 4“ of Juno 
last, (by the most unhappy and unaccountable infatuation in our Chief and 
Council there) the foundation of our ruin was laid ; the accession was too great 
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to the Nabob to bo relinquished, and be was sensible he must relinquish it as 
well as restore our money and goods seized at the diiterent Aurungs, or entirely 
extirpate us from the Provinee. The Cannon, Ammunition and Military Stores 
he became possessed of at Cossimbuzar determined him to tljo latter, and as be 
expeeted some succours might reach us from the Coast, he marched against us 
with the whole Force of bis Army consisting by tlic best accounts we have since 
acquired, of 30,000 Horse and 36,000 Foot with four hundred Elephants of War; 
though our best information during his approach made his Force no more than 
6 or 7,000 Horse and 12 or 16,000 Foot, nor could we ever learn with any cer- 
tainty whether the Nabob marched against us in person or not, for he had out 
off all communication between us and the Gentlemen of Cossimbuzar (whom 
with the Garrison he made prisoners) and our spies either had not courage 
enough to approach his army for just intelligence, or not integrity enough to 
give it us on the earliest notice of his real intention. We made all the disposi- 
tion in our power for his reception, tho’ I believe never was Fortress less defen- 
sible, encumbered with houses close round us impossible to destroy or pull down. 
No Esplanade for our guns. No ditch; no Glacis. A Ravalin half finished 
that did us more diservice than service ; a number of lanes and avenues opening 
within less than half musket shot of our Fort. To remedy these evils, advanced 
Posts were appointed, ditches sunk, breast works thrown up and advanced Ratter- 
ies raised at three principal posts, to wit, at the Court House Eastward, at the 
corner of Griffith’s house to the Northward, and at M^- Pearce’s Eridgc to the 
Southward, and the Jail was fortified as a further advanced Post. We had flat- 
tered ourselves that we should have mustered between five or six hundred eifec- 
tive men, Europeans and Blacks and Militia, Inhabitants, and those belonging to 
the Shipping, but to our utmost astonishment when our Military Roll was re- 
turned in Council it consisted only of 45 of the Train and 14-6 Infantry and 
in both only 60 Europeans, in the Militia wore about 100 Armenians, who were 
entirely useless, and more than that number amongst the Black Militia, so that 
in fact when the sea-faring people who most of them appeared only at the first 
Muster were draughted off on board the Vessels (of which we had in Port about 
30 sail of every Craft at least,) our Garrison did not consist of 260 fighting 
men, Officers included.. 

On the 7“’ June all provisions were prohibited by the Nabob being 
brought into Calcutta by orders to the several Zemindaars round us and the 
other side of the River ; between the 10”* & 13”' June several parties of the 
Nabob’s Troops took possession of Tanner’s Fort to cut off our communication 
on the River from below ; on the 14”* three or four Ships were sent down to 
dislodge them, without effect ; on the IG*’* Baagbazar Redoubt was attacked by 
the Nabob’s Army, who were repulsed with considerable loss to them by Lieut. 
Blagg and Ensign Piccard and 25 men with 30 Buckserries. Here two European 
Soldiers were killed ; and M'- Ralph Thoresby, a hopeful young Gentleman, 
who with many others of the Junior Servants had entered Volunteers in the In- 
fantry. About this time two Moors’s Ships were brought under our Guns which 
by way of reprizal we had taken below. On the 17”' all our Buckserries to 
the number of near 700 taken (the most of them) into our pay on this occasion , 
fled to a man from out ohowkeys, and I believe deserted to the Enemy. Early 
this day our principal posts to the Northward by M' Griffith’s was attacked, 
and something later that at the Court House by flying parties from the Streets 
and houses, whilst a multitude of detached parties from the Nabob’s Army 
were plundering and destroying every part of the Town to the Northward ; 
these two advanced Posts were continually alarmed and harrassed this whole 
day and the succeeding night and day, that is to say, the 18‘^ when the enemy 
brought a 12 pounder supported with about 6000 Musketry to bear against the 
Jail, which was gallantly defended by a Fi-ench Officer, Mons'' La Beaume, with 
Ensign Carstairs and 32 men detached from the advanced Post at the Court 
House, and maintained until about noon, when Mens''* La Beaume and, Ensign 
Carstairs being w’ounded, some of the Train killed, and others of the detachment 
disabled, the Post was relinquished and one field piece brought off with the Party. 
About 4 in the afternoon the enemy having taken possession of the houses all 
round the Advanced Post at the Court House it was ordered to be abandoned, and 
the same evening the like orders were sent to the other two Posts to the Southward 



and Northward and Piccard’s Party recalled from Baag Bazar. This evening 
at a Council of War it was resolved to embark the Company’s Treasure, Books, 
and the European Ladies, and further agreed that the ships should remain 
under the Guns of the Port. Messrs. Manningham and Frankland, (the first 
Colonel, the other Lieut-Colonel of the Militia) conducted the Ladies on hoard, 
and 1 understood were to return, when they had reconciled the Ladies to tbeir 
situation, hut they never returned again. No more did Captain Lieut. Maple- 
toft, Lieut. Henry Wedderhurn, Ensign William Sumner, Charles Douglas and 
Boherts Halsey Baldrick, all officers of the Militia, besides about 15 of the 
Volunteers and many of tlie Militia who deserted the Port this day and the 
succeeding morning. On the 18*’' more advanced in the night, we held another 
Council of War, and the Captain of the Train being ordered to make a Beturn 
of the ammunition, wo were thunderstruck when he reported there was not 
full three days’ Ammunition in the Garrison, the debate then turned on the 
question, whether a retreat with the Garrison and all the Company’s effects 
could he attempted that night, hut so much of it elapsed in debate only, that 
it became impracticable ’till the next, when myself and I believe every body 
else present judged ,the Betrcat was determined to he carried into execution. 
In the morning of the 19”* the enemy were pi*etty quiet, and only now and 
then threw a random shot at the Port from the Batteries they had raised 
in three or four different Stations, whilst they were busy in forming Lodge- 
ment in the house round us. About 9 this morning our President, M'’ Drake, 
Commandant Minchin, jMessr'* Macket, 2"'’ Captain of Militia, Captain Grant, 
Adjutant General, M' O’Hara, Lieutenant of the Train, privately withdrew out 
of the hack gate, deserted the Pactory, and embarked on board the Shiping, 
which immediately weighed and stood down the Itiver, without leaving us a 
single boat at the Got, or possibility of making a General Retreat, and this, 
before any attack had been actually made on the Port. On the Governour. 

desertion being known, the Garrison fell into the utmost confusion and 
tumults, when the Gentlemen remaining of the Council, Officers and others, 
intreated I would immediately take upon me the Government of the Port as 
the only means of quieting the present tumults which must otherwise end in 
the destruction of the whole. A Council was directly called, and M' Pearkes 
waving his right of Seniority, himself and Messr" Eyre and Bailley appointed 
me Governor and Administrator of the Hono’ble Company’s affairs during the 
troubles; in which light I was recognized by the whole Garrison. I im- 
mediately visited every Post and soon quieted the minds of the people by 
assuring them they should have three chests of Treasure divided amongst the 
Soldiers and Militia if they would defend the Port until we could make a 
General Retreat with all the Company’s effects, and that I would he the last 
man that quitted the Port. At the Council held as above, we suspended the 
President and the Gentlemen of the Council and Officers with him from the Com- 
pany’s service, it being the only just piece of resentment in our power for the 
cruel piece of Treachery they had been guilty of to the whole Garrison as well 
as breach of trust to their E*mployers. We likewise sent an order to Captain 
Hague, Commander of the Company’s ship S'- George stationed at Baag Bazar 
to weigh and immediately drop down opposite the Lane between the new 
Godowns of the Pactory and the Company’s house, these new Godowns being 
the weakest part of the Port and not flanked by any gun from it ; the ship in 
this station would have accomplished this service, have contributed to dislodge 
the enemy from the Company’s house, and have been under our Guns, as she was 
then the only chance we had for a General Retreat, three or four Boats being 
yet with her. M"' Pearkes was so obliging as to tender himself with three^ or 
four Volunteers on this service and went on hoard accordingly, hut the Pilot 
neither that day nor the next would undertake to bring her down lower than 
opposite Mr. Watt’s house where she was useless to us. To return to our 
situation. The 19‘’‘ after the President’s desertion from Council, I had hardly 
gone round the Ramparts before the enemy attacked the Port incessantly the 
whole remainder of the day from their Batteries and small Arms, of. the former 
from the Battery we had raised at the Court House, from another they had 
erected in Mr. Alsop’s compound between the Court House, and the Jail, from 
the third erected at the South West comer of the Park, from a fourth in the 
Reverend M'- Bellamy’s compound and- from a small Battery they had raised 
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by the Dock noacl ; they fired so widely from ibeir Datl, cries iliey would not 
have made a breach in a twelve month iho' they fired from 18 pounders; bnt 
their small -Arms from the Houses round us, particularly the Company’s, 
Caplaiu Eaunie’s and Mr. Cruttendon’s, annoywl us much, from whence we 
several times dislodged them with great slaughter, and obliged them at last to 
set fire to them and abandon them. The 10“‘ at night our people had some 
rcccs's, but were obliged to sleep on their arms. The 20"* in tlie morning the 
enemy formed throe assaults at once, against the North West Eastion, the 
North West Euttock or Barrier, and against the windows of the Laboratory on 
the eastern Curtain, and attempted to scale to the northward, from each of these 
assaults they were beat olf with great loss to them lieforo noon, and a general 
cessation in a manner ensued for some hours, when finding we had 25 killed 
and 70 or more of our best men wounded, and our IVain killed wounded and 
deserted to all but 14, and not two hours Ammunition left, we threw out a 
Plag of Truce 'towards the evening intending to amuse the enemy and make 
the best retreat we could in the night to the S'- George, not then knowing 
that she was on a sand opposite to Omy Chund’s house, during tlie Parley our 
back gate was betrayed to tbo enemy in concert I judge Avitli some that 
that had deserted the prccccding night from the walls and those Avho had the 
Guard of that Gate, avIio Avero obliged to Avrench olf the locks and-holts, the 
Keys being in my possession ; in this situation aa'c bad nothing left to rcsoh'o 
on but to surrender at discretion. 

Thus have I transmitted to your Honour &* as oircumstantial an account of 
this melancholy CA'ent, as my state of body and mind Avill at present permit 
me (ruined in my own private fortune as Avell as much injured in constitution 
of both), having barely strength to hold the pen a yet necessary period, whilst 
I advise you that of the enemy avc killed first and last by their own confession 
6,000 of their Troops and 80 Jcmauldars and 0 dicers of consequence, exclusive 
of the wounded. The resistance avc made and the loss they suil’ered so irritated 
the Nabob that be ordered myself and all the prisoners promiscuously to the 
number of about 165 or 170 to be crammed all together into a small prison in 
the Port called the Black Hole, from whence only about 16 of us came out 
alive in tbo morning, the rest being suffocated to Death. Amongst those, My- 
self, Mr. Eichard Court, Mr. ,Tohn Cooke, Mr. Lusliington, Ensign Walcott, 
Mr. Burdett, (a young Gentleman Volunteer) Cap*" Mills, Cap*" Dickson, and 
about 7 or 8 Soldiers, Blacks and Wiiitcs ; amongst the dead, Messr*- Eyi’e and 
William Bailloy, the llev. M'- Bellamy, Messr"' Jenks, llevely, Law, Coales, 
&"• Our three Military Captains and 9 Subalterns, many of our Volunteers and 
Inhabitants, of AA'hom particular lists shall be forwarded to the Hon’ble Com- 
Atany as recollection enables me. Myself, Messr*- Court, Walcott and 
Burdet were sent to the Camp, the 21'* in the morning, there put in Irons and 
marched the 22"** three miles to Toavu in the sun and our Irons, witli no cover- 
ing to our heads and hardly any to our bodies. At tbo Dock head Ave were 
detained the 22”*', 23*'** and 24"', and the evening of that day put on board an 
open boat for this City, destitute of a Eupee or any necessaries of life, on the 7"* 
Instant we arrived here (our subsistence in tbo Avay rice and water) and were 
deposited under a Guard in an open stinking Cow House, a spectacle to the 
whole City ( and hardly escaped a second smothering) untill the 11*'*, Avhen we 
Avere removed to the Jemauldar’s house under AA'boso custody we were ; on the 
16"* we were again remanded to the Cow House, flattered with hopes of knowing 
bur ultimate fate, there we remained that night, and yesterday had our fettei-s 
struck off and were once again blest with liberty and freedom to go where we 
pleased. The humanity and friendship we received here from the Gentlemen 
of the Prench and Dutch Pactories will ever require our most grateful remcm- 
hranco. 

It only remains that I inform your Honour that at the first approach of 
the troubles, we wrote to Chundanagore and Hughly to join us in a cause! we 
deemed common, and pressed their assistance with men and Ammunition, the 
answer Ave received from Hughley was, that they were ordered hy their Princi- 
pals to remain neuter in all disputes of this kind with the Government. Prom 
. Chandanagore, the answer was more favourable hut of equal utility to us, for 
when AA-e pressed them for ships aud Ammuntion they genteely refused us, and 
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pleaded tlieir own weakness. Neither Avere we deficient in writing letter after 
letter to the Nabob making him every concession in our power, of which he 
took not the least notice nor returned one Answer. 

Your Honour &' have heard of the sufferings of the Gentlemen with me, 
whieh alone entitles them to the Hon’ble Company’s favour, but I should do 
great injustice to Messr" Court and Walcott if I omitted mentioning them in 
tlic particular manner they merit ; the former the only oflQcer of the Militia, the 
other, the only one of the Military alive, who did not desert their Colours. The 
former has distinguished himself as a faith full covenant Servant, and both as 
Gallant Olficers. Dacca Eaotory is given up, hut Luckipore received timely 
advice to withdraw, and have, I hear, joined our late President at Ingillee. 

I am with respect 

Mijsadavad, Hon’ble Sir & Sirs 

17'* July 1756, Your most obedient humble Servt., 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


To the Hon’bix George Pigot, Esq., Pi-esidenfc and Goveruour, Conncilof Fort 
S‘. George. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs,- 

With this you have copy of my letter dispatched per Patamar from 
Muxadavad the I?*** ultimo, on the reprizal of which I find a few errors and 
omissions occasioned by the Avretched state I was then in, and which I now 
beg leave to rectify. 

On the three Advanced Batteries heingVithdraAvn I’riday the 18‘’', posses- 
sion was taken by our Troops of the Church, and Messr’- Eyres, Cruttenden’s 
the Company’s and Omy Chund’s houses, hut Avere all abandoned the next day 
(I think after the desertion of the President, Commandant &'-), hut will be only 
positive as to the party in M’- Cruttenden’s house, commanded by Cap‘“ Lieute- 
nant Smith ; because when I was going round the Eamparts after being 
appointed to the Government of the. Port, I discom-sed with that party from 
the Curtain next to M’- Cruttenden’s house. 

In my letter of the 17’’’ July, I omitted mentioning the enemy having 
made a lodgement on the Church on the morning of the 20‘'*, hut they did not 
finish their Breast Work of Bales upon it untill after 12. Erom this Post 
which commanded every line and Bastion of the Port, the enemy must have 
been dislodged by a Counter Lodgement upon the top of the Pactory House 
had there been Ammumtion to have maiutained the Port any longer. 

I likewise omitted mentioning that one of the Moor’s Ships Avhich were, 
under our Guns, was intended to be taken with the S‘- Geoi'ge'iov the General 
. Betrcat we had intended and planned for the night of the 20‘^ and which would 
have been carried into execution the IQ*** at night, had the S*' George come 
down to us W'ith her boats. 

In my mention of the Western Gate being betrayed to the enemy during 
the Party, I did not advise that the Guard there and a great part of the 
Garrison, Military and Militia rushed out the moment the Gate Avas opened 
and endeavoured to escape ; many were killed, some escaped, and others received 
quarter. The Gate Avas forced by a Sergeant of the Train named Hedelburgh 
noAV in the service of the Nabob. During the Parley, 'the Southerly Puttock 
or Barrier was deserted by the Serjeant and Guard there, Avho fled, and the 
enemy forcing that Barrier, found nothing to oppose their entrance into the 
Port, as soon as the Western Gate was forced. All the foregoing particulars 
in this paragraph came not to my Knowledge untill my return from Muxadavad. 

I remarked to your Honour &° 5000 of the enemy being killed by their 
own confession ; hut from more certain intelligence their loss is first and last 
seven thousand at least. ■ 
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I over Tcckonctl tko number of prieoiicrs put into (lie Blnck Hole and tho 
mimbor of tbc (lend ; iho foi'inor being only 3 dO and tbo latter 123, many re* 
covering after air ^Yna let in by oj»ening the (low in tho morning ; and many 
more I doubt not might have recovered had any imyins or caro beem taken of 
tliem. I charged tho Nabob with designedly having ordered the unheard of 
piece of oruclty of cramming ns all into that small prison;. but 1 have now 
reason to think I did him injustice. Ilis orders I learn was only general 
“ That ^YO should bo imprisoned that night, our number being too gn!at to be 
at largo.” And being loft to the mercy and direction of his .Tcmanldars and 
Burkandasscs, their resentment for the number of their brethren slain took ibis 
method of revenge; and indeed they ceased not insulting us the whole night 
Tho’ witnesses of horrors which bar all dcscrij)Hon. 

I have said there was an order of Council the 18**' in the evening for em- 
barking the Company’s Treasure, Jlooks and the Ladies. On rec(dlcclion I 
think the Company’s Books was not part of the Order. jMy mistake .iro.se from a 
short conversation after Council between M' Mnnningham and myself on the 
propriety of carrying also the Company's Books and c.‘-sential papers off with 
him when ho went to conduct the Ladies. 'Wljether the Treasure or Book.s 
were emlmkcd I cannot say, the late President and Gentlemen below who 
have assumed the Title and Authority o*f Agents for tho Company's AfTairs arc 
tho best Judges. After the President’s departure, I made inquiry after the 
Sub-'J.'i’casur(;r and Iveys of the Treasury, but neither one or the other was to be 
found. I intended on tbo first recess to have opened the Treasury to have 
been satisfied in this particular ; but that recess never came. 

I have said the enemy was repulsed at Bang Ba^ar Bedouht by Ensign 
Piccard and 25 men, but forgot to mention his being reinforced by IJoutcnant 
Blagg and 30 Men ; I also omitted that the S* Ocurtjc, Captain Uaguo, and 
another Sm.nll Vcsscll commanded by Captain Campbell, was stationed up the 
River to cover that Post, at the attack of which, the enemy lost at least 800 
Men from the fire of the Detachment on shore and from the Ships which 
obliged tliem to abandon their design of entering at that quarter which they 
never attacked again. 

I have more than once made mention of the want of Ammunition as one 
principal cause of the loss of the Settlement, but beg leave to remark here, 
that had the quantity of Ammunition remaining be ever so great, it would have 
been morally impossible to have defended the Port another day, circumstanced 
as we were. For (not to mention tbo particulars of less moment, such os some 
of our Dutch Soldiers being drunk, and a few worthless low fellows amongst 
the Militia, seditious and troublesome) our Garrison by tbo numbers killed, 
wounded and deserted became so reduced that the duty and action was con- 
tinual and without relief, and the strength of both Officers and Soldiers were 
in a manner quite exhausted. I should not have added any trouble to your 
Honour &c. on this subject, had I not been informed that a pompous account 
of the Ammunition in Fort TVilliam when taken, has been transmitted to your 
Presidency and to my Honorable Masters, by some whom I am sorry to 
say must in this case have been glad to act on leveling principles, or they 
would have been a little move circumspect in transmitting the Report, which 
I hear was taken from an old Invalid Sergeant of the Train named Myers, 
and a Motross of the Train named Miller, which account as I am further 
informed was given by those people as the whole of the Ammunition contained 
in the Factory at the beginning of the Siege, and indeed must be so from the 
nature of things, tho* I hear it is transmitted to your Honour &c. as an account 
of Ammunition &c. remaining in the Fort when surrendered. This I will sup- 
pose was by mistake, for I would not be thought to insinuate it could possibly 
he done with design. The whole quantity of the Company’s Powder in the 
Magazine of the Fort was at the beginning 740 maunds only; and some 
quantity belonging to the Ships which as usual on their importing were 
deposited there, and a double quantity redelivered to them when sent on. Service 
to Tanner’s Fort and to Cover Baag Bazar Bedouht. Four Ships I think to 
Tanner’s, and .two to Bang Bazar. The former Cannonaded that Post as I re- 
member a day and night, and sent for a supply of powder which they received, 
and none was returned hack from any of them. Add to this, the powder 
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expended in the nnmher of Shells thrown, the continued Cannonading from the 
advanced Batteries to the Northward and Eastward as well as from the Fort 
the 1S‘^ and from the Fort only on the lO*** and 20‘\ and it will appear im- 
possible there could he many hours Ammunition in the Fort when surrendered. 
Add to this, the Captain of the Train’s repprt in Council the 18"* which must 
surely carry greater weight and conviction with it, than that of the people 
ahovementioned, supposing their Report to have been as transmitted, to cor- 
roborate which report of Captain L. Witherington, I heg leave to mention 
another circumstance that during the Enemy’s three attachs made to the North- 
ward in the morning of the 20*'', M' Bailley and the Captain of the Train came 
to me and pressed my then throwing out a Flag of Truce, the latter telling me 
there was no powder left, hut what was wet ; I asked him whether there was 
not enough for a few hours. He replied'that was the utmost; I then told hi m 
the enemy should he first convinced we could repulse them, and that a Flag 
of Truce w’ould he afterwards thrown out with a much better prospect of 
success. The small quantity of powder at the beginning was the reason we 
could not think of blowing up the house round us, and to have pulled them 
down would have been two months’ work — pucca houses near as strong as the 
Fort itself. Powder we made every day more or less untill the place was 
actually invested, but it w’as wet and useless, and a dependence on some Shells 
filled with this powder had like to have been the loss of the North-West Bastion 
the morning of the 20“* not one of them taking. Thus on the whole I may 
aver to your Honour &c. that not one article in the account of Ammunition 
transmitted you, said to be in the Fort at the time we surrendered is true, 
save that of the wet powder of which I believe there was about 100 maunds. 

Accompanying this are the several Lists promissed in mine of the IT?** 
Ultimo, they are as correct as I at present can make them, and are deficient in 
nothing but in the number of those of the Militia and others who quitted the 
Fort the 18”* and 19‘^ whose names I cannot obtain untill I join our scattered 
Colony below, which I intend doing in a day or two if I can attempt the thing 
with any degree of safety having advice that Major Kilpatrick is arrived on 
the Delaicar with a Reinforcement of 250 men. 

I am with much respect 

Hougult, Hon’ble Sir & Sirs 

3'^ August 1756. Your most obedient humble Servant 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 


A List of those xoho q^uxUei Fori Wilham the IS'* nni IS** June 1766» 


Governour Drake, 19”* June 
Col. Manningbam, IS*** do. 

Lient.-Col. Fiankland, 18‘*‘ do. 

M* Mnckett, 51“® Capt. Militia, 19**“ do. 
Capt” ^lincbin, Commd*, 19*** do. 

Capt“ Grant, Adjt.-Genl., 19**^ do. 

Rev. Mapletoft, Cap* Lieut. M* 19*’' do. 
Cbas. O’Hara, Ens“ & Lient. Train, 19**^ do 
Henry Wedderburn, Lieut., Mil* 19”‘ do. 
Cbas. Douglas, Ens“ Mil* 19"* do. 

Thos. Holmes, Lieut. Mil* 18**' do. 

Wil® Sumner, , . IS*** do. 

Rob* Halsey Baldrick, Ens“ Mil* 19*'* do. 

Volunteers, 

M“W“ Ellis . . . igtt June 

M“ W® Billers. 

M“ W® Rider . . , IS*** June 

M“ Ascan Senior. 

"W® Orr. 

Francis Vasmer . . IQ*** June. 

Robert Leicester. 

M' Stephen Page. 

M“ W® Tooke. 

827 F.D. 


M“ Francis Cbarlton. 

M* — Cbampion . . . IP*** June 

Cap* Lodwick Lord, Wounded. 

Cap*“— -Campbell . . . 19*'^ June 

Militia. 

E® Holden Cruttenden. 

Anselm Beaumont 
Cap*“ David Rannie 
M“ William Nixon 
M'^ John Putbam 
Cap*“ Nicholson & Officers 
Cap*® Austin & do. 

M' Will® Lindsay. 

Cap‘“ Wbatmong & Officers 
Cap**' Young & do. 

M* Margas. 

M“ Pyfinch 

Cap*” Walmly 

Will® Burton 

Monsieur Albert 

Monsieur Carvalho • . 

M' John Wood 
Cap*” Laing 
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Henry Stimns 
Cnpl" Hnjyh Bnilley 
Edwnril UMgo 
Willinm IClves 
Daniel Whnloy 
■Willinm Lingf 
John Strouscuburph 
John llelmstcil &c. 

jDorfari. 

William Fullerton 


A List of those smthered in the Blaeh Hole 
the SO'* Jvne 17GG at night, erctnsiee of 
the Envlish, Dutch and PoTlugneae Sol- 
diers, whose names I am nnaeguaittUd^ 
with. 


Messi-s. Eilw'* ISyro") „ 
WiU-ii.Uc)- 


Rev. Mr. Jervos Bellamy 


Ensignn Ficcartl 
Scott 

IlnnUiij^n 

. CImn. Wctltlcrhnrn 
Serjeant Major Dumhloton, Enfi® Militia 
Mr. AtbiriKon 
Ahiftlinm •x 

Cartwright (-Serjt Militia, 

BIcnn 3 

Mr. Cary 
„ Stcphctifion 
„ Gny 
,, IVirfcr 
Coptain tliint 
„ Tarkcr 
Step* Pago 
Capln, O.’ljorne 
C:ipt!iin I’lirncl 
Mr. Calhcr 
„ Bentlali, frc. 


Messrs. Jenks 
„ Uevely 
Law 

Vnlicoart 

Jvbb 

Conies 

Toriano 

E. Page 

Grubb 

Street 

Hnrod 

Jobnston 

Bullard 

H. Drnko 


A List of those who came atiee out of the 
Black Dole the SB* in the rtorniug. 

Messrs. IIolwcll 
Court 
Cooke 
W nlcott 
Lndiington 
Burdet 

Copt* Mills 
„ Dickson 
and 

8 or 9 Soldiers & Gunners. 


Curse 

Knapton 

Goslin 

Bing 

Dodd 


Dalrymple 

Capt” Clayton, Comd* 
Buckanon 
Witberington 
Lieuts. Bishop 
Bays 
Blagg 
Simson 

Bellamy, Junior 


A List of OJfieers killed onrt wounded after the 
desertion of the GorerBoBr ^'c. 

Cnpl* Lieut. Smith, killed, 

„ Pickering, one of the Captains of the 
Points at the Great Guns — killed. 
Lieut. Simpson— wounded. 

„ Talbot — wounded and died of bis 
wounds the SI** in the morning. 
Ensign Piccard— wounded. 

„ Scott — ditto. 

„ Co.alcs of the Militia— wounded. 

,, Cnrstairs — wounded at the Jail the 
IS'** ; As also Monsieur La Beanme 
who commanded at that Post. 


Ordered that the Secret Oommittee he referred to these Minutes in our 
next address for a copy of Holwell’s Letters, agreeably to that Gentleman’s 
desire, and that Answers wrote to Mr. Drake Gentlemen at Pulta, and to 
Major Kilpatrick, when the general instructions for the intended Expedition 
are prepared. 
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Mr. Mnninp^linm nrrivetl this morning from Bengal. 

Wednesdaj' tlie 29*'' September 1 756. 

At a Committee Present 
George Pigot, Esq., Qovernour, President, 

Egbert Clive, 

Henry Pownet, 

/ 

William Perceval, 

Stringer Laivrencb, 
lloBERT Orme, 

Egbert Pale. 

Charles Watson Esq.^ Eear Admiral of the Eed and. George PeacocTc 
Esq., Eear Admiral of the White, likewise present at the request of the Com- 
mittee. > . 

Discourse being had concerning the intended Expedition to Bengali, M. 
Watson recommends that it be conducted in all respects like that to Gheria. 

It is to be observed in regard to the Expedition to Gheria, Eirst, that M' 
Watson and Pocock were joined with Coloner Clive and M' Hough in a 
Commission for the Conduct of the Expedition. And, Secondly, that every 
thing taken at Gheria even to the Guns and Ammunition was appropriated to 
the benefit of the Captors, although the Company was at the whole expense of 
fitting out the Armament, and also of repairing the damage done to his Majes- 
ty’s Ships. 

How far the Gentlemen at Bombay were right to consent to such terms 
the Committee do not take upon them to determine, but they proceed to offer 
to Watson’s consideration several reasons why the present intended Expedi- 
tion to Bengali ought not to be conducted in the same manner. 

With regard to the first Point (the powers to be given M' Watson) the 
Committee represent to M' Watson, that the present Expedition to Bengali is 
intended for the reestablishment of the Company’s Ancient Settlements in that 
Province, upon the former, or if possible, a better footing ; that this must be 
done by Treaty with the Nabob, and that this Treaty which regards only the 
Company’s Eights and Priviledges can properly be conducted by none but the, 
Company’s Representatives at Bengal. The Military part of the Expeditione , 
by the success of which it is hoped the Nabob will be- brought to enter upon 
such a Treaty, should undoubtedly be conducted by a Council of War com- 
posed of Officers of the Sea or Land Forces, or both, according to the nature of 
the undertaking; but the Civil part, such as the making of Treaties for the re- 
establishment of the Company’s Eights and Priviledges, and the regulating the 
Affairs of their former Settlements, the Committee judge can belong only to the 
Civil Servants of the Company. 

M' Watson then desired to know plainly what Powers he was to be vested 
•with, and what services we should request of him to perform upon the present 
Expedition ; to which the Committee answered that the Powers he had from 
His Majesty were quite sufficient, and that they should only requfst of him to 
perform such Services as may be recommended to him by the Company’s Re- 
presentatives in Bengali. 

With regard to the Second Point (the distribution of Captures) is to be 
considered that the present Expedition to Bengali is fitted out, like that to 
Gheria, at the vast and sole expence of the Company, but with different views ; 
that to Gheria was to root out a Bobber who had long invested, the Seas and so 
to give a future Security to their Trade, and by the Capture of his places to 
acquire new possessions to themselves. This to Bengali is intented for the re- 
covery of the Ancient Settlements, Rights and Priviledges of the East India Com- 
pany, which have suddenly been wrested from them, and to reimburse by repiizals, 
if all other means prove ineffectual, the immense loss they have so recently sus- 
tained in their own property. The Committee therefore think themselves 
obliged to exert their utmost efforts to secure to the Company that immediate 
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possession of their own Settlements that may he retaken, and such portion of 
the reprizals that may be made upon the Moors, as His Majesty shall be pleased 
to adjudge to them. Accordingly the Committee now deliver to M’' Watson 
in writing the representations resolved 'on last Committee, as follows : 

1 ‘‘ — As it may he supposed that one or more of the Men of War will he 
sent before Calcutta, and the Moors driven out by her Cannon, it is requested 
of M' Watson that he will land Colonel Clive with the Company’s Troops or 
a part of them, to take possession again of that Settlement, and whatever may 
be found within the Company’s Limits as usually understood, from Perrin’s 
Garden down to Surman’s Garden, for the sole benefit of the Company, v,’hich 
request it is hoped will be thought reasonable as the Company have suffered 
an immense loss, and are to be at the whole expence of the Expedition. 

— Should it be judged proper b^ the Company’s Representatives after 
the taking of Calcutta to request the assistance of the Squadron to attack 
Hughley or any other Moors Town, or to make reprizals in the River upon 
Moors Vessels, it is hoped it will not be thought unreasonable that Commissaries 
be appointed on both sides to dis,pose of the Prizes that may be so taken, their 
produce to be deposited untill it shall be determined by His Majesty in w'hat 
manner it should be distributed ; A gratuity to be given for the present at the 
discretion of the Council of War to the Petty OfBcers and Private Men, and to 
be deducted out of the portion which may be allotted to them. 

M’ Watson assured the Committee that for his own part he was ready to 
give up all private advantages for the! good of the Company and the Publick ; 
but as every man in the Squadron was also concerned, the proposal must be laid, 
before a Council of War, which he would summon immediately and communi- 
cate their determination without loss of time. 

M*^ Watson then enquired of the Committee what number of Men was 
intended to be sent on the Expedition to Beneal, in answer to which the 
Committee informed him their design was to send four hundred Military Rank 
and File, and one hundred Train, besides the Detachment of the Regiment now 
on board the Squadron consisting of about two hundred Men ; but in case that 
Detachment did not proceed, then that it was their intention to send six hundred 
Military Rank and File, and one hundred Train ; and further that it was 
designed to send as many Seapoys as conveyances could be found for. 

M* Watson acquaints the Committee that the five hundred Europeans 
only could be distributed on board the several Ships of the Squadron over and 
above the Detachment of the Regiment. 

Agreed to embark the Europeans on His Majesty’s Ships, and to send by 
the Company’s Ships Marlborough and Walpole all the Seapoys they can take 
on board and to make use of any future conveyances that may offer for the 
embarkation of more Seapoys. 

The Committee then requested of M' Watson to land the Detachment of 
the Regiment in case application should be made to him by the Company’s 
Representatives at Bengal, which he readily promises, with the proviso that he 
shall himself see an absolute necessity for their service on Shore and is assured 
that they shall be reimbarked upon his call. 

Lastly the Committee debated with M’- Watson concerning the Regulation 
of the Councils of War that may be found necessary to be held in Bengal and 
the Presidency of the several Officers, in order to prevent future altercations on 
that head which might interrupt the Service; accordingly the following Articles 
were found in concert and with the unanimous consent of Admiral Watson, 
Admiral Pocock, Colonel Clive and the whole Committee. 

1’‘- It is proposed that at all Councils of War held on board His Majes- 
ty’s Ships, the Commanding Officer of the Ships shall preside, and call to his 
Assistance such other Captains of the Squadron as he shall see proper, together 
with Colonel Clive and any other Field Officer, 

2'‘- That at all Councils of War held on Shore Colonel Clive shall preside, 
and call to his assistance such Field Officers as he shall see proper, together 
with the Captains of such part of the Squadron as are employed on the joint 
Service. This is. understood to be in the absence of any Flag Officer. 
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The two Articles being delivered to Watson in writing, he acquainted 
the Committee he should lay them before the Council of War; and then 
Admiral Watson and Admiral Pocock withdrew. 

Letter from Captain Maskelyne, Commanding Arcot Port, read, advising of 
Ensign Kerr’s march for Madras, with fifty of the best men of his Garrison, 
and remarking that those who remain are chiefly Recruits. 

The President at the same time acquainted the Committee that upon 
application from Captain Maskelyne for leave to proceed with the intended 
Detachment for Bengal, in consideration of his Bank, being one of the oldest 
Captains, and of his being long deprived of an opportunity of going on service 
during the last troubles by being a Prisoner of War, he had permitted him to 
come to Madras for that purpose, and dii’ected the eldest Officer to take charge 
of Arcot. 

The President further acquaints the Committee, that the Cowles for the mort- 
gaged Countries of seven Maganums, and Manamungulum expiring the 31'* July 
last, he has made the necessary enquiries in order to get the most advantageous 
offers for the new Cowles, and that at length Mahomed Ayar Cawn had offered 
nineteen thousand (19,000) Pagodas for one year’s rent of the seven Maganums, 
and thirteen thousand (13,000) Pagodas for one year’s rent of Manamungulum, 
which, altho’ one thousand Pagodas less for each Oowle than before, are never- 
theless the President represents the beat offers that can be got, and he desires 
the opinion of the Committee whether they should be accepted. 

Agreed that the said offers be accepted. 

Resolved that M'* Manningham be desired to attend the Committee to- 
morrow morning, that the Proceedings and Resolutions relative to the Bengal 
Expedition may be communicated to him, and that we may learn from him the 
more particular informations to which we are referred by the Gentlemen at 
Eulta. 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROBERT OLIVE, 
STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNET, 
ROBERT ORME, 

WILL“- PERCEVAL, 

ROBT. PALK, 


Thursday the 80‘‘' September 1756. 

At a Oommittbe Peesbnt. _ 

Geokge Pigot, Esq., Qovernour, President, 

Robert Clive, 

Henry Pownet, 

William Perceval, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Palk. 

' * * * ^ « « * 

Letter this instant received from Admiral Watson, opened and read as 
follows : 

To the President and Members of the Secret Committee of Fort S*- George. 
Gentlemen, 

In consequence of your representations to me yesterday, I have assembled a 
Council of War, who are of opinion no answer can be made with proprietv 
827 p. n. 
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’till you doclnro U'l\o you dnoni to ho ilio Gompfiny’a JloproRonfnfivci ni lions:, nl, 
I iliercforo dosiro you .will plcaso io Hcntl nn answer iinmediatf.dy ns the 
Oouncil avo waitin*;. 

Pout S'*"' G HOUCK, . I am Genllernen, 

3(y^ S<'j)lc))iber 17u6. Yonv most ohe.difint hnmlil»; Hf.Tvnnt, 

OJJAllTiUS WATSON. 


Aa M' Wafson in Commitfoo yesterday vneoinmende.d the Tixpi'ditjon shouhl 
1)0 conducted on iho same foot iuj;' ns that to Gheria, it l.s imni'ined that (he 
tendency of the enquiry in his ahovo letter must he to Irarn whetlier it is designed 
that ho himself shall ho ono of tlic Kepresentatives in the same tnunner as h** 
was joined in Iho Commission at Gheria. The Committee flnMvfore think it 
sufiioicnt to return him for answer that, only Cotnpany’s Servants ean he 
esteemed their llejn'esejitativcs. A letter was immectiately wrote, .mgtua!, and 
sent to SI'* Watson as follows : 


To CnAUt,r .5 Watson, ICsq., Hear AilmimI of llin lU-iI,and Ctun'- hi Ciiif-f of tlir. 

Sqitmlrnn in India. 

Sir, 

The serv.anis of the Company must doubtless, and can alone rf*pre.:ent their 
blasters in Bengal on all occasions relatiju: to their alTairs ; atvd it is t/i the 
Eepresentations of these servants that we .shall at your ileparttire tin our.M‘lv<*s 
the honour to desire the same attention from you that you Imvir iutherlo h**cn 
pleased to shew to those made hy ourselvc.s. 

Port S'^- Gkorgb, Wc arc, Sir, Your most oln-dient 

30'* Sept^- 1706. humble S(?rvants, 

GEORGE PIGOT A Committee. 


Letter from Mn. Wvnch Ilr..AO, ndvising (hat he has smt the two ItrasK six'j'oim.icr fi. td pipe s 
that were .at Fort St. David, and a Fctiird from Devccotaii, hv Ihs Majesty's ship the 
Bridgewater, according the directions received from the I’residont. 

After 12 O’clock received another letter from Jlr. Watson as follows ; 

To the President and Members of the Secret Committee of Fort St. George. 

GcNTIilSMBN, 

I am sorry to trouble you again for what I thought was so plninlv asked 
before. That the servants of the Company must represent their Masters AiTair-s 
in Bengal, I make no doubt ; hut since you oblige mo to ho so very explicit, i 
must, desire you will let mo know the names of those servants, whose represent- 
ations you will, at my departure, desire me to attend to. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Port S’- Georob, Your most obedient humble Servant. 

30*^ Sept'- 1756. CHARLES W'ATSON. 


Agreed to defer returning any further answer to IM’- Watson xintill we 
have conferred with M'- Manningham, as it is not impossible but liis represent- 
ations may cause some change in our former Resolution concevnin‘»' the 
Representatives in Bengal. , ® 
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The Committee being met at two in the afternoon and M*"- Manningham 
being likewise present, . 

The whole Proceedings of the Council and Committee relative to the late 
misfortune at Bengal were Bead. M'- Manningham, in the course of this 
Reading made many observations in vindication of the President and Council of 
Port William from the misconduct they are charged Avith in the several letters 
from Messrs. Watts and Collet, Holwell, particularly on the subject of 
AP* Drake’s giving protection to the Nabob’s Tenants, of his illtreating the 
Nabob’s Messenger, and his not endeavouring to accommodate Affairs before' 
they were carried to too great a length. 

But as it may he impossible for M'- Manningham to recollect at once all 
the circumstances he may have to offer in justification of the Gentlemen in the 
late Administration at Calcutta,. and as the Committee will not besides pretend 
to be judges of tlioir conduct, it is Agreed that a copy of all the advices 
received from Bengali, and of our Proceedings thereupon be delivered to M*^- 
Manningham that he may have an opportunity of committing his observations 
to writing in a more explicit manner for the information of the Hon’ble the 
Court of Directors, to whom alone the determination belongs. 

More especially on the perusal of the Consultation of 21'‘ September last, 
whereby Messrs. Clive, Smith and Walsh are appointed a Deputation for the 
General Conduct of the Expedition, to be instructed to receive a plan of Oper- 
ations from the Gentlemen of the Council of Bengal for a Guide to their 
Correspondence with the Nabob, and yet empowered to act contrary to that Plan 
if they think necessary, M^ Manningham begs leave to offer his thoughts to 
the Committee — 

Pirst, this power to be lodged in the Deputies totally destroys all the 
authority of the President and Council of Port William. 

Secondly, that this Board are not empowered to give a Commission which 
shall destroy the Authority vested by the Company in the President and Council 
of Port William, Avhich Authority he thinks does and ought to subsist notwith- 
standing the loss, of the Place, and that he believes there is an Act of Parlia- 
ment which would set this point clear. 

Thirdly, that as it is not in the power of this Board to destroy the Autho- 
rity of the President and Council of Port William, so neither does he think it 
can be beneficial to the Company’s Affairs ; Por that 

Pourthly, it is to be imagined the Gentlemen who have so long resided in 
Bengal must be best acquainted with the Company’s Interests in that Province 
with the temper of the Peo])le, and the view's of the different Rajahs, &c., and 
for that reason best qualified for the Management of Avhatever may be under- 
taken there, 

Pifthly, the destroying the Authority of the President and Council of 
Bengal would lessen them so much in the opinion of the Company’s Servants, 
and of all the Natives, that they would be rendei’ed absolutely incapable of 
ever again transacting the Company’s Affairs in their different Stations ; for 
which reason 

Sixthly, It is probable that many of the Company’s Servants would in 
such case chuse to quit and go to Europe in order to lay their case before the 
Court of Directors, by Avhich means the Company’s Affairs might be distressed 
for want of Servants. 

The Com'mittee pointed out to M' Mannigham that the great inducement 
of the Council to nominate Deputies for the Conduct of the Expedition was, as 
appears by the Minutes of the said Consultation of 21‘‘ September, the abso- 
lute necessity of reserving to themselves the power of recalling a part of the 
Troops intended to be sent to Bengal, in case of a War with Prance, leaving 
only a sufficient Porce for the Defence of Calcutta : whereas the Gentlemen, of 
Bengal, was the power over the Troops to be lodged in them, might determine 
that the carrying on the War in Bengal, in case a full satisfaction Lad not 
before been obtained from the Nabob, was as necessary to the Company’s 
welfare as the Defence of this Coast, and on that consideration they might 
resolve not to return us any of the Troops. 


- ' \ 
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M" Mamiinglmm tlicrcupon assures the Oommitlce Hint lie is pnrsuarlcfl the 
Gentlemen of Jicngal will have no objection to the leaving the wJiolo Military 
authority with Colonel Clive, that they will pay the greatest attention to all 
that ho may recommend during the course of the Expedition, and a particular 
regard to Avliatevcr may he represented to them from this Jloard. Finally, M' 
Manningham desires that the llesolution of the 21"* September may be recon- 
sidered. 

As M' Manningham can have but one Voice in the Council of Uongal, liis 
assurances cannot be deemed decisive ; but in conformity to his request, it is 
agreed to take under deliberation the question whether the llesolution of the 
21*‘ September relating to the nomination of Deputies for the Conduct of the 
Bengal Expedition should he altered or not, and after a long debate in which 
on one side were urged the reasons entered in the Alinutes of Consultation of 
2l*‘ September, on the other the Arguments olTored by M/ Mannighnm, .so 
many inconveniences and objections appeared on both aides, that the Committee 
could not at this Meeting deside upon the question in debate, and li-aving sat 
*till nine at night, it was llcsolved to defer the determination untill to-morrow 
Morning. 

GEOllGE PIGOT, 

^ llOiylniT CLIVE. 

STllIXGEIl LAWRENCE, 
IIExNRY POWNEY, 

ROBERT OllJIE, 

WILL”* PERCEVAL, 

ROBT. PALK. 


Friday the 1st October 1750. 

At a Committee Presekt. 

George Pigot Esq., Governourj Presidenf, 

Robert Clive, 

Henry Powney, 

Will”* Perceval, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Palk. 

The Committee having fully considered and maturely weighed the ad- 
vantages and inconveniences of the Resolution of 21** September for Appoint- 
ing Deputies from hence to conduct the intended Expedition, and the benefits of 
maintaining harmony and good understanding with the Gentlemen of Ben'»al 
being urged in addition to the Arguments and assurances offered yesterdavlbv 
M' Manningham, the question is now put whether the said Resolution shall be 
altered or not, and Resolved by the Majority that it be altered, and that 
Deputies, as therein mentioned, he not sent from hence. 

Messrs. Clive and Orme abide by the opinion of the 21'‘ September, and 
desire that their reasons for dissenting to the present Resolution may be 
entered on these Minutes as follow : 

Arguments offered by M^ Orme on the subject of the present question, in 
which Argument Olive declares he concurs. 

Since Manningham 's arrival what has happened to alter the Resolution 
of the 21“ September ? 
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Mantiinghatn says much to exculpate the Gentlemen of Calcutta' from 
.the two points Avhich are principally esteemed the causes of the loss of that 
place. ' . ; . . . j 

pt. The protection of the Nabob’s Tenants. ■ I 

The not endeavouring to pacify him when incensed. 

■ But an Inquisition of this kind is in my opinion not of the resort of thjs 
JBoard. It belongs to our Masters, the East India Company.- 

More Manningham says, that the Resolutions of the Council held by 
us September 2r‘, take away all power from the Gentlemen at Eulta. That 
they are absolutely Governour in Council and are so by Act of Parliament, 
'that for his own particular he shall quit the Service. That he believes the res't 
of, the Gentlemen now of the Council n'iH do so too, as Subordination 
and all good Government will be destroyed and no more respeet be paid ih 
them. 

■What weight is this to have with us ? 

Shall the Resolutions of Council of the 21“ September he changed 
orno?-. . 

I cannot see any reason for altering the Resolution of the 21“ September. 
A particular tenderness to avoid a determination on tbe authority of the Gentle- 
men of Calcutta has been exerted. 'J he expedient of sending Deputies to eive 
orders to the Military and .to manage that part of the Company’s property 
.which shall be sent from this settlement to Bengali, was thought by me a mean 
between two extremes. The one extreme that of declaring the Authority of 
the Gentlemen of Bengal absolutely null and void. The' other extreme, that 
of putting so large a force and so large a part of the Company’s property 
entirely under the disposal of those Gentlemen. It is with great pain that 
I now find myself obliged to declare that when the majority of this Board 
were of opinion that the authority of the Gentlemen at Bengali was as valid as 
ever, I, with Col" Clive thought that opinion liable to objections and it is not 
minuted that that opinion was unanimous but that the Majority were of that 
opinion. I have never met with the particular Act of Parliament referred to 
by M’ Manningham and wait with impatience to see it. But I think I can 
venture to say that I know, had the Town and Garrison of Calcutta belonged 
to a Prince instead of the East India Company, the Governor from whom it had 
been taken could uever have reassumed his Authority there untill the pleasure 
of his Prince had been known. And this Paralell for want of the Act of Par- 
liament is all I have to judge by, and it influences my opinion so strongly, tho’ 
perhaps erroneously, that were I in the case of tbe Gentlemen of .Bengal, I 
would sooner reassume my lost Authority in Calcutta from the Donation of the 
Presidency of Madras, than I would assert it from my own authority, as in the 
one case I should proceed to act from the best authority I could get, and those 
who invested me with it would be responsible for the consequences ‘till the 
pleasure of my Masters was known, whereas taking this Authority as an indis- 
-.putable Eight ’till that can be pAwed without contradiction, would subject me 
if it should not be proved at all, to immense difiiculties. These reasons I beg 
leave to add to those which are fully explained in the Consultation of the 21" 
'■September as determining me to think there is no occasion to alter the plan 
there digested. As to the Authority- of the Chiefs of Calcutta diminished by 
'this Deputation as urged by Mr. Manningham, it concerns me extremely that 
it should be so. But in such complicated cases as these, many inconveniences 
.must arise, and the Authority of those Gentlemen will never,, in my opinion, be 
properly confirmed, till it is by the orders of our Hon’ble Masters, from 
Europe, 

Signed ROBERT CLIVE. 

■ . ROBERT ORME. - 

> • . t 

. Then the Second Question was put j who are . to be 'esteemed the proper 
^Represeutatives of the Company in Bengal, and under whose Direction is the 
intended Expedition to be carried on, . 
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Whereupon it ■was Eesolved that Eoger Drake Esq., Colonel Lawrence 
when present, Mr. Watts, Mr. Mannington and Mr. Bccher, the Select Cont- 
mittee appointed for that Presidency, joined to Colonel Clive, are to bo esteemed 
the proper Representatives of the Company at Bengal. That they be desired 
to form and deliver to Colonel Olive a Plan for the Conduct of such Treaty ns 
they shall recommend to be made for the best advantage of the Company with 
the Nabob of. Bengal; and also a Plan of such Military Operations as they 
would recommend to bo carried on against the Nabob untill he shall consent to 
such Terms as the Treaty may be concluded on. 

But as the Committee think they could not Answer putting the Company 
to the expence of fitting out this Armament without taking at the same time 
all possible precautions to secure to them equivalent Advantages, not merely 
.the retaking of Calcutta but the re-establishment of their several former Settle- 
ments with all the Priviledges granted them by the Great Mogul, and ns the 
Committee have an entire confidence in Colonel Clive’s abilities and tfiat he 
will exert his utmost endeavours to carry this our design into full execution, 
whereas it might not impossibly meet with interruptions or delays from divi- 
sions of opinion among the Bengal Gentlemen, if it depended totally on 
them. 

Therefore it is agreed that Colonel Clive ho further instructed to weigh 
' and consider well the Plans he shall receive from the before mentioned Select 
Committee of Bengal, and in case he shall judge any part of them not to tend 
to the most speedy and efficacious method of obtaining the hoped for advantages 
to the Company, then to give his best advice on the subject to those Gentle- 
men, and in case their opinions should still differ, then finally to pursue those 
measures which he shall judge to be most for the Company’s benefit, transmit- 
ting to us in a very explicit manner his reasons for such a Proceeding, which 
reasons shall be referred to the Court of Directors. 

Thus the Committee are of opinion they have removed as far as in them 
lies all obstacles to the complcat execution of their intentions in sending this 
Armament to Bengal, supposing that a War is not declared with Prance; for 
upon the first news of such a declaration, we shall hold it absolutely necessary 
to recall all the Troops to the Coast, except so many as will be necessary for 
the immediate defence of Calcutta, esteeming the certain advantages of the 
Settlements and Inland Possessions of the Company on this Coast to be more 
worthy of attention than the uncertain hopes of regaining their Settlements in 
Bengal. 

Therefore the Committee think it necessary to furnish Colonel Clive with 
Independent Powers on this head also, that in case upon the news of a War or 
other emergency it should be found necessary to recal a part of the Troops for 
the Defence of this Coast, and the Select Committee at Bengal should not 
think proper to return them upon our Representation, then that Colonel Olive 
do follow the orders of this Committee and proceed hither with such part of 
the Troops as shall be necessary leaving only as many as may bo requisite for 
the Defence of Calcutta. 

Messr®’ Clive and Orme being asked whether they assent to the Resolutions 
made upon the Second Question, deliver in the following answer : 

In answer to this question, we beg leave to refer to the 4“* Article of the 
Plan of Instructions intended to he delivered to the Deputies then resolved to be 
sent, as entered in the Consultations of the Council held September 2i‘^ which 
• says : 

“That the Deputies be directed to re-establish the Gentlmcn of Bengali in 
Calcutta as soon as Colonel Clive’s success shall render it proper, and tliat they 
do, when the place is in a sufiicient state of Security, put those Gentlemen in 
possession of all .such part of the Company’s effects as shall remain with 
them,” 

By this Resolution which Colonel Clive and M’’* Orme then agreed to with 
■ the rest of the Council, it appears that they had no objection to entrusM'ng the 
Gentlemen of Calcutta, after the service of the Deputies to be sent was at an 

end. 
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It is now determined that the Deputies shall not go ; therefore Messt' 
Olive and Orme think as they did the 21“ September that, in lieu of Deputies 
the Gentlemen of Bengal are to be empowered ; and therefore as the Hesolu- 
tion of 21“ September is laid aside, declare that they can think of no better 
expedient than that now resolved by the Majority of this Board. 

At the same time they beg leave to recommend to the serious consideration 
of the Board, ' that the necessary measures to be taken that the Gentlemen of 
Bengal may enter into our Sentiments on the Seclusion of Plunder to the Coih- 
pany’s use. 


ROBERT CLIVE. 
EGBERT ORME. 


An answer to M'* Watson’s letter of the 30"* September requiring the 
names of the persons whom we esteem to be the proper Representatives of the 
Company in Bengal,' is now wrote conformably to the foregoing Resolution, 
and immediately sent to him as follows : 


To Chakles Watson Esq, Rear' Admiral of the Red, and Com^ in Chief of His Majesty’s 
Squadron in India. ' 


Sir, 


Our time was taken up ’till 9 o’Olock last night in laying before M'- Man- 
ninghara, one of the Council of Bengal, the whole Proceedings relating to the 
intended Expedition. This morning the duty of the President and most of the 
Members of this Committee called them to attend the Quarter Sessions, which 
has debard’d us the pleasure of acquainting you a few hours sooner that we deem 
Roger Drake Esq., Colonel Lawrence, M'* Watts, M^' Manningbam and M*^- 
Becher, or any part of them, joined to Colonel Clive, to be the proper Repre- 
sentatives of the Company in Bengal, and to whom we shall request you to pay 
the same attention as you have hitherto done to us. 

I t 

Tour most obedient humble Servts., 
GEORGE PIGOT & Committee, 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

Fort Georgb, ROBERT OLIVE, 

The V* Oce 1756. STRINGER LAWRENCE, 

BENUT POWNEY, 

ROBERT ORME. 

W“ PERCEVAL, 


ROB^ PALK. 
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Tuesdny the 5*'' Oot' 1750. 

At A COMMI'ITfcE PllESEXT. 
Georgis Pigot Esq., Gonernour, /'renidcnl, 
EoIJERT CjiI.Vl5, 

Henry Powney, 

Will” PeuckvaI/ 

Stringer LAWRErcE, 

Robert Orjie, , 

Robert Palk, 


.J lieturn of the Strength of the Troopt ordered for Bengali. 


Fort St. Gtorgt, Oct* S*^ 17S0. 
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GEORGE PIGOT, 

ROBERT CLIVE, 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY, 
ROBERT ORME, 
PERCEVAL, 

ROBERT PALK, 

Wednesday the 13* OoV 1756. 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot Esq., Govertwur, President, 

Robert Clive, 

Henry Powsey, 

’ Will" Perceval, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Robert Ormk, 

Robert Palk, 


******* 

To Robbrt Cuve, Rsq., • 

Sir. 

Judging the Re-estahlishment of the Coinpany*s Settlements at Bengal to 
be of the highest importance to their welfare, we have requested of Admiral 
Watson to proceed thither with the whole Squadron under his Command. 
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. We have embarked on the several Ships of the Squadron - all Officers in- 
cluded 628 Military and 109 Train, and on the Company’s Ships. TFii/poZe and 
Malboro' -with the Boneta Ketch and those on board His Majesty’s Ships 940 
Seapoys and 160 Lascars with twelve field Pieces, one Haubitzer, and a necessary 
' quantitiy of Ammunition, and reposing full confidence in your abilities we 
have appointed you to be Commander in Chief of the Land Eorces to be em- 
ployed on the present Expedition. 

You are therefore to proceed with this Command to llengal. In the lliver 
you will probably meet with the most of the Gentlemen of the late Council of 
whom the following have been this year apointed by the Secret Committee ’ of 
the Hon’ble East India Comany to he a Select Committee for the management 
of all Matters relative to the Protection or Preservation of the Company’s Estate, 
Rights and Priviledges, viz*’ Roger Drake Esq, Col"* Lawrence when present, 
Messr“‘ Watts, Manningham and Becher. 

To these Gentlemen we have addressed a letter which we now deliver you 
together with a copy thereof, by which you will observe our intentions in fitting 
out this Armament, and this letter will serve to guide you in acting up to the 
Spirit of these Intentions. 

Conformably to these Instructions we have desired the Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee appointed as before mentioned to form and deliver you a 
plan of such Treaty, as they would recommend to be made for the best advan- 
tage of the Company with the Nabob of Bengal, and likewise a Plan of such 
Military Operations, as they shall judge most likely to compel the Nabob to 
consent to the Terms of the said Treaty. They will probably desire your presence 
at their Councils. We need not recommend to you to assist them with your 
best advice, and we most earnestly require you to endeavour to preserve a good 
harmony throughout. 

If any part of the Plans you shall receive from the Gentlemen before men- 
tioned shall appear to you not to lead by the most speedy and efficacious way 
to the obtaining the hoped for advantage to the Company you will explain very 
particularly your sentiments to those Gentlemen, pointing out to them such al- 
teration as you think will better answer the purposed end, in which alteration Ave 
flatter ourselves they will then occur. If not, you are empowered, and we do 
hereby empower you to .pursue such measures as you shall judge most con- 
ducive to the Company’s benefit, transmitting to them, and to us, in the most 
particular manner your Reasons for so doing. 

Our last advices from Europe have given us too much reason to fear there will 
be but a very short time for the E-vecution of this Project, it being our Resolu- 
tion, should we receive News of a War ndth France, immediately to recal you, and 
the greatest part of the Troops for the Defence of this Coast. Upon the receipt 
of such Orders from us you are to leave so many Men as you judge necessary for 
the immediate Defence of Calcutta, and proceed hither Avith the rest without 
loss of time, notwithstanding any thing that may be urged to the contrary by 
the Gentlemen of Bengal, for in such circumstances we cannot but regard the 
certain Possession of the Establishments under our Authority on this Coast, and 
in this Country, to be an object of too great importance to t’ne Company, not to 
employ our utmost attention. Should our orders for returning arrive with you 
before His IVlajesty’s Ships have left Bengal, you are to request Admiral Wat- 
son or the Commander of the Ships that may be thereto bring the Troops to 
Madras ; but should none of His Majesty’s Ships remain with you, then you 
, are to apply to the President in Council for such of the Company’.s Ships as 
may be there, or employ such private Vessels as may be procurable. 

Inclosed is a Copy of a Council of War, held here by the Officers of His 
Majesty’s Squadron the 30*** September and October concerning the dis- 
posal of what may be taken from the Moors, with Copies of three letters which 
passed between Watson and us on the same subject. As far as the shares 
of the Sea Forces are distributed we consent that the shares of such part of 
the Land Forces, as by their Rank are to share with those sea forces, be distri- 
buted also. In case Reprizals should he made, you are to consider jointly with 
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M'- AVatson, ami the Bengal Committee of the appointment of proper Commis- 
saries to take charge of y*" portion that is to he deposited. 

A7e have appointed M'* John AValsh to be Payraast«!r of the Forces 
to be employed on the present Expedition, and M'"' Tho'* Slaunsell, Commissary. 
They are to act all things according to yonr Orders, but tre lu'ivc delivered the? 
Paymaster for his guidance a copy of our Militaiy Regulalions relating to 
pay, batta, &®, and a Letter of Instructions of which herewith is a Copy. 

Conformably to the Pai’agraph of our Hon'ble Masters’ Commands therein 
referred to, no batta, or extraordinary Allowance should be given to the Troops 
in any of their Garrisons, but as the state in w'hich their Settlements at Bengal 
may be found is quite uncertain wc leave it to you to regulate this in such n 
manner, as you shall see reasonable. When their Settlements are re-estabiish- 
ed and the Inhabitants returned, so that Provisions become Plenty as usual, 
this order of our Hon’ble Masters must be strictly observed. 

It has been customary here to diet the non-Commissioned Ofllccr.s and 
Soldiers in the Field, instead of Batta, and this has always been done by con- 
tract. The last Contract was 4 fanams a day for each man, but as Provisions 
have generally been much cheaper and more plenty at Bengal than on tin's 
Coast, we hope you will be able to contract for a less price. AA’e leave it to 
you to settle this to the best advantage of the Company. 

The Military Stores embarked for the service of this Expedilion, according 
to the inclosed Lists, are under the charge of the respective Ofllcers, who arc 
accountable to you. You will give them orders to be particularly careful that 
none are lost or damaged, and cause very exact monthly accounts to be delivered 
you of the Receipts and Issues. You are to give copies of the Lists of Stores 
to the Committee at Bengal. 

On the Ships Malborougli and Walpole we have laden Arcot Rupees 
400,000 (two Lacks on each Ship) consigned to you iov the Service of the 
Expedition. Out of this you are to make such Issues to the Paymaster as vou 
shall see necessary, and in case you should have occasion for a further supply, 
you are to apply to the President and Council there, and if they should not be 
able to fui'nish you, you have liberty to draw on us. 

You are to cause a General Muster to be made monthly by the Coramis- 
eary of all the Forces, Lascars, Artificers, Cooleys and others in the Company’s 
pay. We desire you will be present at these Musters as often as your business 
will permit, and when you cannot be present yourself, depute such person as 
you shall think proper. These Musters should be taken as near as possible 
to the end of every month, because they are to be a Guide to the Paymaster 
for his Issues of Pay, and the Commissary is to transmit Copies of the Muster 
Rolls to us by the most secure opportunities that offer. 

We deliver you herewith a letter from the President to the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, and a Letter from Salabut Jung to the same Nabob, both which vou are 
to transmit to him at such time as you shall judge most proper. Inclosed are 
likewise Translations of the two Letters for your perusal. 

We deliver you likewise a copy attested by the Caugee of Dellv of the 
Mogul’s Phirmaund to the Company for the Possession of their several Settle- 
ments, and a Book containing a Translation not only of the Phirmaund but 
also of the orders sent from Belly at the same time to the Officers of the several 
Subah’s enjoining them to put the Company in possession and permit them to 
enjoy the Priviledges granted by the said Phirmaund. By this Book vou will 
be particularly informed what the Company have a right to pretend for in the 
Province of Bengal, which will be a great assistance in your Negociations with 
the Nabob. When you return to the Coast you are to leave both the Persian 
Copy and the Book of Translations in the hands of the Select Committee at 
Bengal. 

We inclose Colonel Adlercron’s Warrant, empowering you, or the Com- 
tnauder-in-Chief of the Expedition for the time tdng, to appoint Courts 
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^lartial, and persons to officiate as Judge Advocate. TFith our wislies for you 
success We are 

, Sib 

Tour most obedient Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

Fobt S’*. Geokge, henry POWNET, 

13(h October 1756. WILL^ . PERCEVAL, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
ROBERT ORME, 

ROBEBT PALK. 


To M». John Walsh. 

Sir, 

We have appointed you to be Paymaster of the Forces to be employed on 
the Expedition to Bengal, and we have ordered a Copy of the Book of Military 
Regulations to be delivered you for your guidance. 

In that Book you will see the Regulations for the Pay and Batta of Officers 
and Soldiers, Seapoys, Lascars, &c., but as some of those Regulations are 
stated in Pagodas and Fanams, you ai*e to observe the following Instructions 
for reducing them into Rupees, the Currency of Bengal. 

The Pay of the Military is settled by the Company in £ Sterling; at Bengal 
it is to be turned into Rupees according to the Bengal Establishment. 

The Lascars have been paid here in Pagodas. You are to value the Pagoda 
at 8 shs., and reduce that into Rupees according to the Bengal Establishment, 
and you are to advance the Seapoys and Lascars three months Pay, besides a 
Gratuity of twelve Rupees a man. 

The Pay and contingent charges of the whole Detachment from the 
1st of October is to be carried to the Account of the Expedition, and you are 
to transmit accounts monthly or as often as you have opportunity to the Pre- 
sidency of Bengal as well as to us. 

We have agreed that Colonel Clive be furnished with a Table at the Com- 
pany s Expence in lieu of Batta. 

The Batta of the other Officers is already settled in Rupees. It is to com- 
mence from the day of their embarking and you are to advance them two 
months Batta. 

The Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers we have agreed with ME'- Doidge 
to diet on board at the rate of 6 Fanams a day for each man. His bill is to be 
paid accordingly, on your arrival at Bengal, at the rate of eleven fanams 
for a Rupee. 

When the Troops take the field the Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
will he dieted by contract at such rate as Colonel Olive shall settle. 

For the diet of the Sepoys and Lascars on board, we have also agreed 
with M'- Doidge at the rate of 4 Fan*’ a day each man, for which his bill is 
to bo paid at Bengal at the rate of 11 Fan* - for a Rupee. 

When the Seapoys and Lascars take the Field they are to be paid Batta, 
according to the Book of Military Regulations, reckoning the Fanams at the 
rate of twelve to a Rupee as has been always practised here. 

Enclosed is copy of a Paragraph of the Company’s Orders to this Presidency 
by which you will obsei-ve that no extraordinary allowance is to be paid to. the 
troops while in any of the Company’s Garrisons. But as it will be some time 
before the Settlements in Bengal can be re-established on their former footing. 
Colonel Clive may find it necessary to deviate from this rule, on the Scarcify 
or dearness of Provisions.- 
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‘ Mr. Thomas Maumell proceeds in quality of Commissary. All the Military, 
Scapoys, Lascars, Artificers, Cooleys, in short every man who is to receivts pay 
from the Company, must bo regulaidy mustered monthly by the Commissary 
ill presence of the Commanding Oflicer or the i»orson by him d<!pu<cd, and 
according to that Muster lloll, which is to 1x5 delivered to yon jiroperly certified 
you are to issue tho pay, taking care that all casusiltios are, regularly nf)(<'d juj. 
cording to the Book of Military llcgulations, which shonhl he done. by insert- 
ing tho names of tho Military, Scapoys, Lascars, in a Book ko))t on jmr- 
pose, and noting opposite to their names tho Deaths, Brojnolions, Desertions, 
which may happen. 

Lastly you arc to follow all tho Orders you shall receive from the Committe 
at 3?ort S‘. George for the time being or tho Commander in Chief of the Expe- 
dition. Dated in Eort S‘. George, the 13th Oclohor 1700. 


To Thomas Maunskll. 
Sir, 


Wo have appointed you to bo Commissary of tlic Eorces employed in the 
Expedition to Bengal. 

You are to muster tho whole Detachment Military, Artillery, Scapoys, 
Lascars, Artificers, Cooleys, in short all that receive Pay from the* Company, 
monthly, if time and place will permit, and to take notice of suc?h as are sick, 
wounded, deserted, dead, or absent witjjout leave. Yon arc to deliver a copy 
of the said Muster lloll signed by tho Commanding OJfioor or the prtr.son h*c 
shall depute, and by yourself, to the Paymaster of tho Forces ; and to transmit 
a Copy, ascertained in tho same manner, to us, by such secure ojiportunitics as 
shall oiler. 

And as these Muster Bolls arc to be a Guidance to tbe Paymaster in bis 
issues of Pay, the said Musters are to be taken as near as possible to tlio end 
of every month. 

Lastly you are to follow • all such orders as you shall receive from the 
Committee of Fort S‘ George for tho time being, and to give due obedience to 
tho Commander in Chief of the Expedition. Dated in Fort S‘. George, the 13*’' 
October 1756. 

To Captain Thomas Fowleu, Uommnodcr of Ship Wnlpole. 

Sir, 


You are hereby required to follow the Directions of Admiral Watson untill 
you shall receive contrary orders from him. 

The same to Captain Alex'- M®01eod of Ship Malboro\ 

Ordered that the several Packets to be closed and delivered immediately. 
The following are Lists of the Pallets under cover to Colouel Clive, and to the 
Gentlemen of the Committee at Bengal. 


List of the Vackel to the Select Committee at Bengali, dated October 1766. 

1. Committee's letter to tbe Committee at Bengali. 

2. Copy of the Council of War, and letters relating to the Distrihtttion of Prize Money 

3. Copy of the N.ahob of Bengali's loiter to tho President. 

4. Copy of the President's letter to tho Nabob of Bengali. 

5. Copy of the President's letter to the Nabobs Pcrenca, Dacca ard Cuttack 

6. Copy of Salabut Jung’s letter to tbe Nabob of Bengali. 

7. Copy of the Europe Ships Orders. 
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Lid of the Packet to Robert Clive, Rsq, 


Proccedgs. Com 13*'> OcP 
Pros. Com IS"" Oct. 

Pros. Com 13* Oct. 

Pros. Com 13* Oct. 

Pros. Com 13* Oct. 

Do. 4* & 6* Oct. 


Pros. Com 13* Oct. 
ConsuUat" 17* August. 
Country correspd** K“ 22G. 
Pros. Com 13* Oct 
Pros. Com 13* Oct 


Pros. Com' 23'^ Jnny. & C* Moy. 


1756. 

1. Colonel Clires Instructions dated October, 

2. Copy of tbe Committee's letter to Ad- 

miral Watson .... do, 

5. Copy of tbe Committees letter to the 

Comittee at Sengal . . . do. 

4‘. Copy of the Comittee's Instructions 

to M' Walsh, Paym' ... do. 

■ 5. Copy of the Comittee's Instructions 

to ]\t' Maunsells Com ... do. 

6. Copy of the Council of War, and 

letters relating to the Distribution 

Prize money .... do. 

7. Copy of the Europe Ships Orders . do. 

8. Copy of the Nabob of Bengali's letter to the President. 

9. Copy of Salabnt Jung’s letter to the Nabob of Bengal. 

10. Copy of the President's letter to the Nabob of Bengal. 

11. Copy of the President’s do. to tbe Nabobs of Pere- 

nea, Dacca and Cuttack. 

12. Copy of tbe 68'^ para, of the Company's letter dated 

31‘‘ Jany. 1756, relating to the allowances of tbe 
Military sent from one Settlement to another. 

18. Colonel Adlercron's Warrant empowering tbe Com- 
mander in Chief of the Expedition to Bengal to 
appoint Courts Martial and Judge Advoeates. 

14. Commission appointing Robert Clive Esq., to be Com- 

mander in Chief of the Troops employed on the Ex- 
pedition to Bengal, and in case of his death to James 
Killpatrick Esq. 

15. hlilitaiy Regulations to be added to the Book. 

16. Invoice of Medecines and 2 lacks of Rupees per Wal- 

pole. 

17. Invoice of 2 Lacks of Rupees per Malborougb. 

18. Bill of Lading for the Rupees. 

Delivered to Colonel Clive apart. 

1 9. Persian copy under tbe Seal of the Caugee of Delly of 

the Mogul's Pbirmaund to tbe Company. 

20. A Book containing a Translation of the Phirmannd and 

of several Orders issued at the same time by the 
ATogul in favor of the English. 

21. A Sealed Bag containing a letter from Salabat Jung to 

the Nabob of Bengal. 

22. A Sealed Bag containing a letter from Nabob Anaverdy 

Cawn to the Nabob of Bengal. 

23. A P.'icket containing ten letters (of the same Tenor and 

date) from the President to the Nabob of Bengal. 

24. A Packet containing a letter from Colonel Clive to the 

Nabob of Bengal, also copy of that letter and of 
Colonel Clive's letter to Salabat Jung. 

25. A Packet containing letters from the President to the 

Nabobs of Ferenia, Dacca, and Cuttack, all of the 
same Tenor and date. 

26. A Packet containing, vizt. 

List of Military Stores for the Service of the Ex- 
pedition. 

List of Engineers do. 

List of Artillery do. 

List of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores. 


Letter to the Secret Committee of the East India Company to be seat by the Danish 
Ship from Tmnquebar, Read in its fair Copy and Signed. 

827 F. D. 
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Ordered tliat it be immediately dispatched, and the President is desired to 
write to the governor of Tranquebar requesting him to give Orders to the 
Captain of the Ship to send it ashore by any English Boat that may come off 
to him in the channel. 

George pigqt, 

HENRY POWNEY, 
ROBERT ORME, 
WILLIAM PERCEVAL, 
ROBERT PALK. 

IQth ipjjjg morning Vice Admiral Watson sailed from this Road for Bengal 
with the following ships under his Command, viz‘, His Majesty^s Ships Kent, 
Cumberland^ Tiger, Salisbury, Bridgwater and Blaze, (Pireship), and the Honor- 
able Companys Ships Walpole and Malboro having on Board Lieutenant 
Colonel Clive with a Detachment of Land Poroes. 


Tuesday the 9*** Nov 1876. 

At a Committee Present. 

Geouge Pigot Esq., Governor, President, 
Stringe® Lawrence, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Pale, 

Henry Powney, 

William Peroival. 


««**■*»» 

Letter from Roger Drake Esq., &' Gentlemen at Pulta, Read as follows ; 

To tha Hon’blb Geobgb Pigot Esq'-* President and Governor &« Council of Fort S‘. George. 
Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Inclosed is duplicate of our address under date the 18‘'’ Ultimo, since which 
we have received advices from Oassimbuzar that we think proper to communi- 
cate to your Honour &®. with our Sentiments and Resolution thereon. 

Warren Hastings, one ’of the Hon’hle Company’s Covenanted Servants 
at Cazimbuzar and now detained at that Place by the Nabob writes Major 
Kilpatrick to the following purport, that Suraja Dowlat is no longer Subah of 
Bengal which is conferred upon the King of Delly’s eldest son, that the Nabob 
of Purnea (Sonkat J ung) has received a Phirmaund from the King investing 
him with the Nabobship of Bengal Bahar and Orixa under his son, and great 
preparations are making at Muxadavad for a War with Pumea in consequence 
of the foregoing appointments, that the Nabob of Bannaras'has sent 6,000 
Horsemen to the assistance of Sonkat Jung, |that most of the Rajahs whose 
Territories lie near Purnea have deserted Surajah Dowlat, and that on the 
29”' of last month a letter arrived from the Dutch Chief at Patna with advice 
that the King, with his son and Vizier was upon his niai’ch this way at the 
head of a Povmidahle Array, having crossed the River Jumna *20 days 
before with an intention first to reduce these Provinces to his Obedience, and 
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afterwards to visit all tlie otlier parts of his Dominions, that the Morrattas 
likewise are expected soon, it being reported they have imprisoned the person 
sent to pay them their annual Ohout, with which they are not contented, and 
that Mirzah Sallah the Nabob of Cuttack has joined them. That the Nabob 
begins to be much troubled at the impending dangers, and his Jummidars seem 
not very inclinable to serve him with that zeal which his present desperate 
circumstances require their king, as they may expect to be treated like Rebels, 
most of the principal of them having a great part of their "Fortunes, and some 
their families at Delly. That notwithstanding all this, Surrajah Dowlat is 
raising a great Army, and extorting as much money as he can get from the 
Rajahs and other people that are so unfortunate as to lie under his power not 
sparing the Europeans. 

The above is the substance of M/- Hastings his information, upon which 
wc beg leave to make the following remarks. Eirst, that the whole of it is not 
affirmed by the Gentleman to be matter of fact, and that in all probability 
great part of it may be no more than a Report raised by the Enemies of 
Souraggee Dow’lat, next that Souraggee Dowlat is possessed of such immense 
Riches, and has so large an Army on foot, that it is very possible he will be 
able to extricate himself by one means or other from the dangers which threaten 
him at present. Lastly, should he be cut off or expelled from his Souhahship we 
should find immense difficulties to re-establish ourselves in the Priviledges and 
Grants w’hicli the Royal Phirmaund sets forth, and upon a proper and secure 
footing, unless we can support our demands with a sufficient and respectable 
jMilitary Eorce ; These reasons we flatter ourselves will convince your Honour 
of the necessity as to the utmost of your power for recovering the Hon’ble 
Company’s Settlements, Rights and Priviledges in these Provinces notwith- 
standing the intelligence wc have received from Cazimbuzar. 

TTe do not write this intelligence as a certainty or with any Intention to 
check the Resolutions you may come to for the assisting us, but if you should 
be prevented from sending us so considerable a Force, as we could wish, and 
have requested, by advice of a Rupture between the Crowns of Great Britain 
and France, wc arc then to desire you w'ill then supply us with as large a 
number of Military and Artillery as you may judge consistent with the safety 
of the Hon’ble Company’s Possessions on your Coast, that we may be ready and 
in a condition to make use of any turn in our favoi’, for which purpose and in 
hopes of Tour Honour &' complying with our request, we are determined to 
keep the River till we receive your answer and are ascertained it we may expect 
a further Reinforcement, without which we apprehend it will he impossible to 
re-establish ourselves in Bengali. 

Wc beg leave to remark that could we regain our Settlement during the 
troubles in the Country, it would be of the utmost consequence in recovering 
our Priviledges, which we should find extremely difficult as well as expensive, 
if the Government should be settled before we repossess our Colony ; This 
consideration we flatter ourselves will have its due weight with your Honor &®, 
and we make no doubt Avill influence your Resolutions for sending us as large 
a Force to our Assistance as you cau possibly spare from the calls on your 
Coast, and that as early as you conveniently can. 

Inclosed we transmit you the Return of Military and Military Stores now 
in our Fleet, and are sorry to observe to your Honor &® that sickness greatly 
prevails among them, having lost Captain Godwin, Lieut. Samson, Lieut. 
Hardman, Ensign Tonga, and Ensign "Walcott belonging to this establishment, 
and private men now sick and dead upwards of one hundred. 

When Captain Dogan left Bengal "in the month of May, he carried away 
some freight belonging to the Moors, which was retained in his Sloop and by 
us demanded of him, but he peremptorily refused to deliver it upon our Receipt, 
wffiich we beg leave to mention to your Honor &® that you may take proper 
Notice of his behaviour. 

Inclosed we transmit you a Pacquet for the Hon’ble Company which we 
request you will forward by any Vessel that may be under dispatch for Europe 
from your Coast, and we likewise inclose a Packet for the President and 
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Monday. Dacca, 28*** June 1756., 

At a Council Present, 

Riohaud Bbohbr, Esqr, Chiefs 
Messrs. Luke Craeton, 

Tho®‘ Htndman, 

Sam^- Waller. 

The Consultation of the 27th Read, approved, and Signed. 

This morning Mows’’- Pleuriu the French Second came to our Factory to 
acquaint us that he bad been vrith Dusserant IChan, our Nabob, endeavouring 
to procure us the most favourable terms ho could, but all that ho was able to 
obtain was, that the Factory should be delivered up directly, the Soldiers lay 
down their Anns, and be carried Prisoners to the Nabob, the Ladies go but in 
Palankeens to the French Factory, the Palankeens not to be searched on 
Mons^‘ Fleurin’s giving his word that nothing should be in them but the cloaths 
the Ladies had on. As to the chief, &*', Company’s Servants the Nabob demand* 
ed that they should first be brought to him, and afterwards go to the 
French Factory, Mons’'- Oourtin giving his Parole to the Nabob that we shall 
wait the Orders of Seer Raja Dowlat in regard to our future fate. Taking 
these proposals into consideration, we think them very hard. But as Mons'- 
Fleurin assures us that very little alteration can be expected Agreed that wc 
beg Mons*' Fleurin to endeavor to save us the disgrace of going to the Durbar, 
and obtain permission that we go directly to the French, also that the Soldiers 
may not be ill-used. This he promises to endeavor to obtain and to i-etum in 
the* afternoon. 

The 28“* June in the afternoon Mons'- Fleurin returned and acquainted us 
he had obtained permission for the Gentlemen to go to the French Factory 
without going to the Durbar, and that the Nabob had promised the Soldiers 
should not be ill-used or put in Irons. We then gave our ‘Paroles to the 
French Chief, gave up our Military Prisoners to the Nabob’s people, and are 
now with sorrowful hearts leaving our Factory being permitted to cnriy off 
nothing but the cloaths upon our Backs, having still this satisfaption left, that 
we have to our utmost discharged our Duty to our Hon’ble Employers. 

At SIX IN THE Evening, RICHARD BECHEB, 

thp. S8‘^ Jme 1756. LIJKE SORAFTON, 

THO» HYNDMAN, 

S.iML. WALLER. 


No. I. 

A Mossifiva ConaTiN 5. Daka, k date Cbandernagore, 19 Juin 1756. 

Monsieur, 

Vous sgavez ddj^t a ce que m’a dit Mens’' Sinfray les Sujets de Plainte 
qu’ale Nabob centre les Anglois, Torigine par consequent de la Guerre qu’il leur 
fait & tout ce qui s’est passd Oazimbuzar. •* 

La prise de leur fort encetendroit bien loin de satisfaire Suraja Dowlat n’a 
fait que lui elever le courage : la facility aveo laquelle il s’en est empard lui a 
sans doute persuadd qu'avec un peu de peine il viendroit h bout de chasser 
. egalement les Anglois.de Calcutta et qu’au moyen de cela il se rendoit maitre 
.• de tons les trdsors que la Beagum de Navages Mahmet Khan & Raiabouloe 
y ont fait passer ; rempli de eette idde & du nom qu’il s’alloit faire par cet 
exploit, il n’a voulu dcoutter les rdprdsentations de personne, pas mdme celles 
de sa mdre, qui a voulu le retenir par le reproche qu’elle lui a fait de s’aller 
mesurer contre des Marchands ; sur le champ, les ordres ont dtd donnds pour 
faire prendre les devants h, son Armde dontnous avons vu saccessivement defiler 
sur nos barriers plusieurs corps de 4 de 6 & de 7 mille hommes avec de Far 
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tUlerie; lui m^me est parfci le 6* c’esfc b, dire deux jours aprfes la rddition du fort 
Auglois, ^ la t6te de vingfe mille hommes, Ton faifc monter de nombre de ses 
Elcphans d> 300. Son Artillerie est composde de 600 pieces de Cannon, du 
nombre des quelles sont 84 pieces qu’il a tird de la loge Angloise, aveo 600 
mans de Poudre, et deux mille boulets de fer, 6, I'exception de cette Artillerie 
Europenne, et de ses provisions le reste de cette appareille n’est pas fort dan* 
eereuse, du moins ^ en juger par quelques pieces de Cannon que nous avons vd 
au Jaidiu des Hollandois, oil un detacliment de quelques cavaliers qui les con- 
duisoit d restd deux Jours s’dtant egarrd de sa route, & n’ayant Jamais pd. 
obtenir passage au travers de L’aldee : nous les avons 4t6 voir par Cuiiositd ; 
rien n’est plus pitoyable que la faqon dont ils sont montds et approvisionne 
I’on pretend qu’ils n’ont que des boulets de Calin. 

Depuis leddpartde Seeraja Dowlat de Muxadavad jusqu’au 16“' Ton avoit 
eu aucunes nouvelles de lui & ce retardement avoit donnd lieu ^ bien de char- 
ades plusieurs personnes pretendant qu’il etoit encore renferm6 dans son Serrail, 
d’autres que sentant la difficulte de son entreprise, il vouloit entrer en nego- 
ciation, en effet un Vaqueel de Coja Wazeed ayant voulu faire des propositions 
d Mons' Drake, on soupponna que le Ifabob pour ne pas se compromettre 
avoit fair agir ce Mercband, mais ces bruits furent bientdt dissip^s par I’arrivde 
de ce Seigneur qui coucha le 15' dans un Jardin vis d vis de Chineburat. 

Les Vacqueels des deux Nations lui ayans pr&entd le Salame dans cet 
endroitjle n6tre fut bien rccu & m^meily eut deux Betels pour ilons' Eenault, 
mais pour les Hollandois il ne se contenta pas de les refuser, leur fit connoitre 
fort clairement le mepris qu’il avoit pour eux, et le dessoin ou il etoit de leur 
rendre quelque visite a son rctour de Calcutta, le lendemain onle vit passer dans 
cette grande Plaine qui est en face de la loge de I’autre c6te de la Rivierrej ses 
Chameaux, ses Elephans, son train nous occuperent toute la Matinee. 

Avant son ddpart de Sluxadavad craignant peut detre que les trois nations 
nese soutinsent mutucllement, ou bieu, agissant de bonne foi, il fit appeller au 
Durbar, les Vacqueels Franpois et Hollandois, leur declara la resolution ou il 
etoit de ebasser les Anglois de Bengal, et en mfime terns vouloit sgavoir quels 
secours il pourroit attendre de leurs maitres dans son Expedition. 

Le Hollandois qui avoit apparament sa lapon toute faite se bSta de 
repondre, que sa Compagnie n’etoit que Marcbande, point du toute faitte pour 
la guerre, qu’a peine y avoit il a Chineburat 10 pieces de cannon et 50 Soidats 
tant Wanes que noirs, mais aj-outa tout de suite etassurement pour nous rendre 
un mauvais Service, addresfez-vousaux Eranpois, il sont bien forts a Chanderna- 
gore, d’ailleurs, ces sont des Gens qui ne peuvent rester en repos, ils ne deraan- 
deront pas mieux que de se battre centre les Anglois, surtout ils sont toujours 
en guerre avec aux tantOt battus, tantdt battens, il faut qu’ils ayent toujours 
les Armes a la main. Cette Reponse bien loin de produire I’effet qu’en atten- 
doit le Vacqueel, a inspird a Seeraja Doivlat et i son Durbar le plus grand 
mdpris pour les Hollandois, ce qu’ils ont temoignd par beaucoup de marque 
d’indignation, et en mSme terns leur a doune une idde avantageuse de notre 
Nation, dont ils connoissent la valeur; le Nabob etoit si content qu’il a fait 
mille amities 5. notre Vacqueel, I’a renvoye avec deux betels pour Mons' Law 
et deux pour lui mSrae, et a declard publiquement qu’il vouloit nous donner 
Calcutta en propre qu’il alloit nous en faire ddlivrer le Paravana si nous vou- 
lionsi ; toutes ces offres il a ajoute que son dessein etoit de nous dldver dans 
la Bengale au mSme degrd que nous etions a la C6te, 

Aprfes avoir ainsi vendude peau de Pours avant de I’avoir tud il etoit 
si persuade que nous allions accepter ces offres que quelques jours aprbs il 
demanda a notre Vacqueel si Mens' Renault avoit deja envoye ses Vaisseaux 
pour cercler Calcutta par eau, pendant que ses troupes Pentourreroient par 
terre ; vous devez sqavoir Mens' quelle a ete k resolution du conseil §. cet dgard 
et la rdponss qu’on lui a fait faire Sqavoir, qu’on ne pouvoit rien entreprendre 
centre les Anglois sans y etre authorise d’Europe, ou du moins de Ponmehery, 
vu que la guerre n’etoit point declare entre cette Nation et la notre &'*. 

Ils avoient dtabli deux Batteries au dessus et au dessous de Calcutta ; ils 
y etoient retranchds ainsi que derriere une|grande fossde qu’ils avoient >^'*Tutour 
de leur Aldee, resolus de defendre les approebes de leur Colonie a , ' ’ils 
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pouvoiont, mais I’amv^e du Nal)ob a fait cliangcr do face u toutes lours disposi- 
tions ; Sb son approclie, ils ont non sculomont abandonnd cctto onccinto, mais 
mfeme la Defence do leur Oolonio Europcenno, ils so sont rotirds dans lour 
logo, od ils sont ontassds ; la Bravado qu’ils avoicnt faito dans Ics commcncc- 
mens d’empficlier quo qui quo co soit no sortit dolour Alddc pour fairo voir lour 
oonfianoe h’a sorvi qu’a augmentor lo Tumnlto 

Les Anglois sont dono aotuolloment rosorrds dans lour fort autour du quol 
ils ont <^16v6 uno ospeco do Glaois qui les couvro cnticrromeni, pour n’dtro point 
etourdis par les oris des Eommos ils les ont fait transportfi d bord do lours 
vaisseaux, qu’ils ont ot prdts d fairo voile an nombro do dix ou douKC y coinpris 
les Brigantines ot bats ; ils ont aussi dit on obargd dossus les tbr6sors qui lour 
sont oonfios quo Ton fait monter d doux crorcs. 

Signd LECONTE. 

Erom tbe same. 


No. 2. 

A MonSb CounTiN Jl Dnkn, — Jl (lute Chnndernagoro, lo 51I» Jiiin, 

Le Pattamar ayant retardd deux Jours me donne lo toms ot Toocasion do 
vons fairo part do la prise de Calcutta, cot cvcncment auquel nous nous atten- 
dions pas on veritd, n’est malbourcuscmcnt quo trop certain : on voici les parti- 
cularitds quo nous avons apris. 

Le 19““ au soir nous S 9 umcs ici par les blesses qui passisrent qu’il y avoit 
eu uno Sortie de faittc par les Anglois dans laquello ils avoicnt tud prds de 1,500 
bommes aux Maures, mais qu’ilss’ dtoient retirds avec precipitation, ct avoicnt ctd 
obliges d’enclouer les Cannons de Compagno, qu’ils avoicnt emmends : malgrd 
cette avantage, I’esprit do vertige ct do troubles est tcllcment empan'de d’eux 
qu’ils n’ont plus ecoutd au commandcraent, Mona’ D rake s’dtant rctird do la 
veille, Mens* Holwell qui s’est trouvd Commandant n’a pas fait la moindre 
Bdsistance ; les Maures montds sur les maisons qui dominent lo Port y ont 
dtablis tranquil! ement leur Batteries, et y ont fusild it louraise les Anglois quo 
n’Ont jamais osd ripostor ; on pretend qu’ils n’ont pas tird dix coups do Cannon ; 
le peu d’ordre qui regnoit faisoit que les Soldats maitres des Magazins dtoient 
toujours yvres et incapables de Service, enfin bier le feu ayant pris aux 
Magazins, les Soldats au lieu de cberober 1’eteindro ont pris repouvante et se 
sont sauvds abord des Vaisseaixx pelo mele. Mens’ Holwoll voyant cette fuite a 
dcrit sur le ebamp au Nabob pour entror en composition a baussd Pavilion 
Maure: a ce Signal les Maures, qui entourroient le Port croyant que leur 
camarades y etoient entres se sont jettds comme des perdus sur les murailles, ct 
aux Portes qu’ils ont onfonces Cot dvenement qui s’est passd bier h trois 
beures aprds midi, et que nous n’avons appris qu’d onze beurcs le soir a dtd 
accompagnd de circonstances les plus tristes pour les Anglois : leur plus grand 
vaisseau ebargd d’un monde dtonnant, a deboud sur un banc d, c6td de Calcutta, 
et y est encore, le Nabob a fait ebargd de paille une quantitd de Batteaux aveo 
les quels il conte mettre le feu au vaisseau si il ne se rend pas 

LE CONTE. 


No. 3. 


Extrait d’tine Lettre dcritte de Chandernagore en datte du 3‘Jtiillet 1766, eoneernant les Suittes 

de la Prise de Calcutta. 

Nous avons b iremplir icy I. I’dgard de plusieurs Anglois, entre autres 
Messr® Watts & Collet les mdmes devoirs que ceux dont vous vous dtes acqUittds 
a Daka. Ces deux derniers arriverent icy le 28 au soir en Palanquine, mais du 
reste en assez mauvais dquipage, quoique peu de Jours aprds sa Detention, le 
Nabob edt donnd ordre de le traitter un peu mieux. Il a toujours dtd assujeti 
k une quantitd d’ignominies : on lui a laissd a peine une partie de son linge, et 
de ses bardes ; Lorsqu’il passa auprds de Obineburat en suivant le Nabob k son 
expdditiOn de Calcutta, il fit demander quelques Secours b Mobs’ Besdom, 
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qui outre quolques raffiraichisscments lui envoya 1,000 Ru]/ pour pouvoir 
retirer cette envoy des mains, des Sangsues qui le gardaient, il f ut obligd 
d’cntrer eu accomodement et de sacriffier plus, de 600 R‘ de 1,000 pour 
sauver le reste; il la fin il a 6t6 relacli6, le Nabob m^me I’a recommends 
Jl Mons" Renault, aveo in jonctiou de le faire passer 5, la coste ; on dit mSme. 
que pourrSparer le mal qu’il lui a fait, il a promis d’Scrire eu sa favour 
au conseil de Madras, eu lui marquant I’insolente conduite des anglois et de. 
Mens' Drake, ce qui l^avoit obligS a, en venir aveo eux aux dernieres extrSmitSs, 
et a Ics cbasser de Bengal, Je doutte fort que cette Protection serve beaucoup a 
Mens' AVatts, quoique dans le fond, il soit bieu moins coupable que Mons' 
Drake. On no pent tout au plus reprocber au premier que trop de Foiblesse, 
et d’imprudence, au lieu que ce dernier est coupable eu outre de LacbetS, de 
Friponerie, et de la plus insigne Trahison que Ton puisse commettre, ayant 
prefers ainsi que le commandant des troupes, et la plus grande partiedu Conseil, 
leur SuretS et cello de leurs biens au Salut d*une quantitS de Femmes, d’honStes 
gens, et d’une f oule de cbrStiens : L*on S 9 ait il present le dStail de tout ce qui 
s*est passS dans ce triste SvSnemcnt, et les Resorts secrets de toute cette affaire 
que Ton ne peut regarder que comme un Mistere d'iniquitS. Il n’est plus 
douteux d la fnyon dont se conduit Mons' Drake que son plan ne fut formS 
avec le Commandant des Troupes et quelques Conseillers, et qu’ils n’eussent 
jugSs les uns et les autres ces Troubles, un eoup de Parti, pour s'approprier 
une partie des ricbesses immenses qui leur etoient eonfieSs ; c’est dans cette vue 
que Mons' Drake au lieu d’entrer en accomodement avec le Nabob, n’avoit 
chercbvS qu’d le pousser il bout, par les RSponses les plus Insolentes ; il auroit 
dtd bieu fachd sans doutte que les choses n*en f ussent pas venues la ; mais il est 
bien plus surprenant encore qu’ayant pour objet la pertee de sa Colonie et sa 
retraitte abord des Vaisseaux, il n’ait pas raieux songd h, s’assurer ee dernier 
Article, et qu’il n’ait mis abord de ses Batimens, ni eau ni vivres, ni matelots-. 
n’y mdme de lest, n’ayant uniquemcnt songd qu a leurs Ricbesses, comme si en 
mer I’argent snpleoit au reste ; on pretend en effdt ’qu’ils manquent de tout, et 
que les Conseillers virent au Cabestan. 

Avant que I’ou S 9 ut tout ce qui s’dtoit pnssd dans le Fort, on ne comprens 
troit pas comment les Maures s’en dtoicnt rendus maitres, et par quel enobante* 
ment la tdte avoit tournde aux Anglois d ce point la. Les mesures de Mons. 
Drake dtoient si bien prises qu’il laissa dans la loge les 3 Conseillers, qui lui 
dtoient le plus opposds, S 9 avoir, Messr* Holwell, Eyre et Bailie ; il avoit cboisi 
pour faire ce beau coup le moment d’une Sortie qu’il avoit ordonnde, dans le terns 
qu’il s’embarquoit une Foule de Soldals et de Peuple, se jetta pdle mdle a I’eau 
et dans les Batteaux pour Joindre les Vaisseaux, ce d quoi fort peu reussirent, 
plusieurs ayant conlds avant d’arriver :'ceux qui ont dtd Temoins de ce Tumulte, 
comptoient avoir vu so noyer plus de deux cent personnes. 

Aprfes cette retraitte qui avoit occasionnd une grande addition, et pendant 
laquelle on tira quelques coups de Fusil sur Mons' Drake, la consternation se mit 
dans ceux qui dtoient restda, les Soldats du Detacbement qui revenoit de son Ex> 
pddition, netrouvant plus ni Gouverneur ni Commandant se mutinerenit, enforce- 
rent les Godons de vin et s’en remplirent. Le peu qui etoient capable de faire 
Resistance et de se laisser aller ainsi au Ddsspoir, fit bonne contenance jusqu’au 
Jeud : ce devoit dtre Dimancbe que voyant que le desordre continuoit, ils juge- 
rent d propos de se rendre. Le moment ou les Maures s’emparerdnt du Fort fut 
semblable d celui de la retraitte, bien des Personnes se noyerent eberebant 
Azile abord des Vaisseaux. Les 2 premiers jours se passerent avec la licence, 
et avec tons les desordres d’une Place prise d’assant a I’exception du massacre 
auquel les Maures ne sont pas habituds envers ceux qui sent desarmds. Envi- 
ron 160 Europdens qui furent pris dans le Fort, furent renfermds dans une 
ebambre si Pettite qu’ils u’y pourroient tenir que debout et les bras bauts ; de 
la 1" nuit 132 y moururent etouffds par la cbaleur ; Mons' Eyre Conseiller,' que 
vous avez peut dtre connu eut le mdme 8ort le lendemain. Un Anglois que 
s’est sauvd de cet enfer rapporte un trait de Mons' Eyre qui fait voir ce qu’ils 
avoient d souffrir, il dit que comme il etoit extrdmement gras et rdplet, il n’avoit 
pas imagind d’autre soulagement, que de tirer sa Payne qui ainsi qu’aux autres 
dtoit son unique Vdtement, de la tirer dis-je tout imbibde de Sueur, de la 
ordre, et d’en exprimer dans sa Bouche ce qui en Sortoit pour se ddsalterer.; il 
n’est pas surpi enant qu’il n y ait pas tenu ; Mons' Baillie I’autre Conseiller add 
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tu«S, mais Mons' Holwell esfc sans doutto lo phis a plaindrc : commc o’dtoit lui qui 
exer 9 oit la Gdmidarorio ill Calcutta, les Maures lui on vouloicnt do loin ; 
en consequence on lui donno la Chabouquo prcsquc tons los Jours, ct I'on 
8 *attend ii apprcndrc it tous moments qu’il auroit succombd sous cc tou- 
vment. Lorsquo lo Nabab fit son entree dans Ic Port do Calcutta, il 
ne put revenir de sa Surprise en voyant un amas si prodigieux do canons, 
de Boulcts, & autro munition: lo premier article on cITet monte i\ plus do 
600 taut montds, que sur leurs afTuts; il futfrnppd de la Bcautd du Gouvernc- 
raent et le trouva digno d’dtre liabitd par dcs Princes, ct non par dos llarcbands. 
En voyant le feu on une quantitd d’endroits, ct considcrant lo grand nonibre 
de belles maisons il no pcul s’orapdehor de dire en parlant des Anglois, qu'il 
falloit que ces gens la f ussent bion fons pour I’avoir obligd do les forcer u abau- 
donner une si grande ville. Sur le champ il donnoit orilrc do ddtruire le Gouv- 
ernement en haino do Mons'^ Drake, 6 , ^uiil s’imagine qu’il appartenoiten propro, 
mais le resto fut conservd ct le feu dtcmt, il fut mdme doineurer dans la belle 
maison de Mons"^ Wedderburn, et il fit publicr un ordre apros quclquo terns, a 
tous les Chretiens et Gcntils do returner habiter leurs maisons dans 3 Jours sous 
peine de les perdre : quclques uns ont oboi, et il nc lour a fait nucun mnl, la 
plus grande Partic n’a pas osds, et cst dans notre Alddc. Ils ont on d’autant plus 
(le raison de ne se point pr 6 ter 5, cette invitation quo le Nabab depuis quelqucs 
Jours a ebangd d’avis, on ne sgait sous quel Prdtcxtc ct qu’il a envoyd 2,000 
Pioniers pour detruire et razer toutc la Colonic, ne voulant pas, dit il, qu'il y 
reste Pierre. Le Eaussedar passa mdmo bier au soir pour aller hater I’ouvrnge 
par sa Presence, on disoit icy d’abord, que e’etoit on Revanche dcs ddsordres quo 
commetoient les Anglois au baa do la Riviere oil ils bruloient et ravngoient 
touttes les Alddes, mais on a sgu depuis quo cetto nouvellc ctoit fausso, ainsi 
que celle de I’arrivde de 2 de leurs vaisseaux de guerre quo I’on dit tous les Jours 
dtre arrivds et qui disparoissent lo Lcndcmain. 

Par ma derniere lettre j’avois I’honncnr do vous marquer, jo crois, quo les 
Anglois etoient encore aveo leurs Vaisseaux un peu au dcssous do Calcutta, 
qu’apres avoir abandonnd 6 Vaisseaux sous leur Port, ct perdu un sur un Banc, 
ils dtoient asaez embarassds pour Passer Maconntann (Tanner’s Port) ou lea 
Maures avoient dressd des Batteries; ils ont depuis franchi cc pasnssez aisdment, 
mais k celui do Bongi Bongi, oh on les attendoit avec bcaucoup de Cagetoquos, 
ils ont perdu deux de leur vaisseaux qui ont cchouds et so sont entre ouverts 
tout de Buitte, heureusement les Maures ont sauvd tout le mondc dont le nombro 
etoit considerable surtout en Pemmes parmy les qucllcs s’est trouvde In. 
Niece de Mons^ Pinnelly, on n*a fait de mal au personne mais do Gemidar de 
I’endroit n’a voulu les reiacher qu’h la condition qu’on lui donneroit 26 R* par 
tdte. On a S 9 U depuis que les Anglois* les avoient rachetiies et qu’elles avoient 
rejoint les vaisseaux : les Maures ont trouvd sur ces vaisseaux une "rande 
quantity d’argenterie sur toute celle de la Compagnie et 20 Caisses d’ar^ent. 
Notre vaisseau le Silhouet ne sachant rien de la guerre dcs Anglois a 6t6 fort 
surpris en passant devant Maconatann de sc voir tirer une grande quantitd de 
coups de Cayetoques, la force de la marde I’cmpdchant de mouiller la, il a jettd 
I’Ancre au dessus de cette Porteresse; les Anglois qui n’dtoient pas encore 
passds en ce terns la sont venus abord, du moins quelques uns de la 
Connoissance de Mons* Chambon, ils lui ont appris de quoy il etoit question, 
et n’ont put empdeher de convenir qu’ils s^etoient couverts do honte par la 
Lachetd avec laquelle ils s’etoient enfuis, mais en mdme Terns pour engat^er 
le Oapitaine k riposter sur les Maures en ens que Ton efit tird de nouveau 
sur lui, ils lui ont declard que nous dtions aussi fourrds dans cette Affaire, 
et que le Nabab vouloit aussi nos chasser de Chandemagore; il n’est pas difficile 
de decouvrir I’intention d’un rapport aussi infidele, Mons* Chambon avant de 
se ddterminer, a expedid k Mons* Renault qui lui a envoyd ordre de prendre 
garde a ne pas donner le moindre ombrage aux Maures, en effet il a dtd obli«>d 
d’envoyer pendant la nuit quelques raffraichissemens que les Anglois lui avwt 
demandds. Aprds la ruine de Calcutta nous avons eu, ainsi que les Hollandois, 
notre tour - pour la Peur. Non pas k la veritd autant que les Anglois mais peu 
s’en faut; I’armde du Nabob, a presque toute defilde au travers de notre 
Aldde insultant tout le monde dans les Rues, y commetant mille violences, 
.enlevant lea Domestiques et Baeras pour porter leur Butin, accablant de coups 
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des gens du Port pour avoir des Batteaux, enfin que vous dirai-je’ les ohoses out 
6t.6vingtfois sur le 'point d’etre portds a Textremit^; pour nous acheverle 
Naliob s’etaut rendu il Hugly le 26 a mis ft Contribution les deux Nations, les 
Hollandois lui out pay6 4 Lacs et demi, et nous malgre le Fremissement g6ndral 
do tout le monde, tant employds et Particuliers que Soldats et Matelots, mal- 
grd notre nombre de 300 Wanes, et Penvie de venger Thonneur du nom 
Europeen, nous nous Sommes Soumis h Payer dit on 3 Lacs ; il faut croire que 
1’ interdt de, Petits Oomptoirs n’a peu contribud a determiner Mess" du conseil 
dont les lumieres, plus dtendues que ceUes de nous autres jeuns gens sent plus 
h portde de juger des advantages et des desavantages de notre resistance ; a 
Pegard de la Logo je ne crois pas qu’on ait eu la moindre crainte, et qu’il etoit 
aisd de voir par Pardeur que tout ,le monde tdmoignoit combien elle dtoit en 
suretd, niais il n’en est pas moins vrai qu’outre les petits comptoirs il eti.t etd 
bien difficile de defendre la Colonie, dout la destruction ed.t ruind tons les 
Marebands &'• Les Capitaines de ces vaisseaux qui se sent dcboudsJt Bongi 
Bongi arrivoient bier icy, ils ont dte suivis par une quantite d* autres de tous 
Etate que le Nabab permet que nous rdtirions, il a mdme fait dire qu’il nous 
enverroit tous ceux dont il s’empareroit, ainsi nous nous attendons ^ voir bien> 

« « » « 

We are Sir 

Tour most obedient Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT & Committee. 


tdt ceux de Daka. 

« » 


Fort S"'’. George, \ 
The 9th November 1756. ) 


■ Exa.-T. Y. 
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Monday, the i“ June 1756. 

At a Consultation, Present : 
George Pigot, Esq", Oomrtf President 
Robert Olive. 

Henry Pottnet. 

Alex" Wynch. 

John Smith. 

String* Lawrence. 

Robert Orme. 


Charles Rourchier. 

Mr. Perceval, Ahsentj being indisposed. 

The Book o£ Standing Orders lying on the Table. 

The Minutes o£ Inst Consultation dated the 25th ultimo read & signed. 

Ordered that a Commission he drawn out Constituting Robert Olive, Esq 

Commission to bo drawn out for Mr. clivo ns Deputy GovemoM of Eort S‘ Band, and 
Beputy Gorr of Fort St David and 7 months allow- that he he paid the Company s Allowance 
"nee to be pd him. gg peputy GovemouT for seven months 

past which have elapsed since his arrival in In^a. 

e * * « » * * ' 

RORERT ORME. GEORGE PIGOT. 

A. WYNCH. RORERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 


JOHN SMITH. HENRY POWNEY. 

CHA® ROURCHIER. 


Thursday, the 17“* June 1766. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq", Govern^ President, 
Robert Clive. 

Henry Powney. 

Alex" Wynch. 

John Smith. 

' String" Lawrence. 

Robert Orme. 

Wiliiam Perceval. 

Charles Bourchieb. 

The Book of Standing Orders Ijing- cn fe Table. 

The Minutes of last Consnltafion dated the 153. Isiaatiead S Sioned 

. ® ■ 


2 


Mr. Clivo intending to sot out tomorrow for Fort S‘ David to lalcc clmrgc 
Loiter to Fort St David lo (loUvor over iiio Bouic- of that Settlement Qs Dcputy Govcmourj 
ment to Mr. Clive. ordcrcd tliot a Gcncml Letter 1)0 prepared 

to the present Deputy Governour and Council acquainting them of Our Ilon’hic 
Master’s Appointment of Mr. Olivo to ho Deputy Governour, and directing 
them on his arrival to receive him with the usual Honours, and that Mr. Starke 
having deliver’d over to him the Oliargo of the Settlement, may come up hither 
to take his Seat at the Bench when it suits his convenicncy. 


BOBERT OBME. 

A. WYNOH. 

WILL" PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 


GEORGE PIQOT. 
ROBERT CLIVE. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 


OHA" BOHROHIER. 


Monday, the 28th Juno 17SG. 

At a Consultation, Piiesent; 
Geouge Pigot, Esq*, Govern^ President. 
Sthing* Lawrence. 

Robert Orme. 

William Perceval. 

Henry Powney. 

Ales* Wynch. 


John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

The Book oE Standing Orders lying on the Tnhle. 

The Minutes o£ the two Inst Consultations dated the Slst & 22nd Instant read and Signed. 

««««««« 

No. 84, from Robert Clive, Esq*" Deputy Governour, &'*•• Council at Port S‘ 
David, dated the 23*^ . Instant acquainting us of the arrival there of Robert 
Clive, Esq* ’ on the 22^ when agreeable to Our Orders of the 18*S ho was receiv’d 
with the usual Honours, and Richard Starke, Esq*" the late Deputy Governour 
deUver’d over to him the Charge of the Settlement, who intends to proceed to 
the Presidency so soon as he can settle his private Affairs. 


A. WYNOH. 

WILL" PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 

CH*®- BOURCHIER. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ROBERT ORME. 
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Wednesday, the 14th July 1756. 

» 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq'-, Govoni’' President. 

String* Lawrence. 

Egbert Orsie. 

Will" Perceval. 

Henry Powney, 

Alex* Wynch. 

John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

The Book of Standing Orders lying on the Table. 

The Minutes of the two last Consultations dated the 5th Instant read and signed. 
**«»** 

From, Bengal. — N“ 96, N® 96. & 97. — Prom the Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq^ 
President & Governour, &“ Council of Fort "William. The first dated .the 25th 
of May acknowledging the Receipt of our Letters of the 13th April & 11*^ May 
And acquainting us that they sh^ give the Prince George a thorough Repair 
when she arrives. That the Treasure Fortune Ketch has turned out right. 
That agreeable to our Request they shall give necessary Orders for stationing 
Peons for expediting Advices. That by the Advices- they received from Our 
Hon’ble Masters by the Belatoar they have great Reason to apprehend a War, 
& it being recommended to them to be upon their guard, they think it incum- 
bent on them to represent to us the weak state of their Garrison, occasioned 
chiefly by our detaining the Recruits design’d them for several years past, 
amoimting to six hundred and sixty three (663) as the List now sent "P's ; that 

it is highly necessary We should send them as large a Reinforcement as We 
can possibly spare, and also some Musquetts which they are in great want of. 
That hy the Mei'maid & Sgren Sloops they consign’d us one thousand three 
hundred & fifty (1,350) Bags SaltPetre, & shall send what further quantity We 
may indent for ; That their Nabob, Ally Verdi Cawn, is demised & is succeeded 
by bis adopted son Seer Raja Dowlat, Enclosing a Packet for the President & 
Council of Bombay to be forwarded. The second dated 4*'* June Acquainting 
TJs that since the date of their last they had been & are still involved in a Dis- 
pute with the Country Government occasion’d by the Nabob’s taking Um- 
brage at their repairing & Strengthening their Line of Guns towards the River, 
and that by Letters from Cassimbuzar (Copies of which they send us) they are 
afraid Matters will be carried to Extremities, the Nabob having station’d a 
Party of Horsemen round that Factory & seeming much exasperated.. That 
should they be attacked they are resolv’d to repel force by force, & to that End 
desire we will send them as soon as possible all the Recruits we have detained 
from them, or at least a Reinforcement of Five hundred (500) men with a propor- 
tionable Quantity of Arms & Stores, which if We neglect doing, they deem them- 
selves no ways responsible for what may happen. That they think it advisible 
We should communicate this to Admiral Watson. That the Prince George has 
imported there, & shall be returned to the Negrais with stores and Artificers so 
soon as repair’d, should they in the meantime not receive any Instructions from 
us to the Contrary. -That the Owners of the Fortune Ketch have relinquished 
the Freight for the Treasure sent them ; & they doubt not but upon proper 
application to the Commanders of the Vessells belonging to their settlement "We 
may always forward the supply’s intended them freight free ; that they shaR 
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dispatch a Pattamar to us about the end of the month wgh a Packet to be 
Srded by the Delawar to England, & now enclose a. Packet from the 
NeS receiv’d by the Frince George. A Postscript is added to acquaint, 
us Siat they had iust receiv’d Advices from Oassimhuzar that another Party 
wiX a Train of Artillery was arrive there, that .some Peons are placed over 
to VaS and Lt autommunioation mth the Ooun^ PMPle « out ot, 
from which We may judge what they have to expect.. The third dated the 
7‘° June acquainting us that the Nabob hatt ordered a considerable Party with 
a lar'^e Train of Artillery to march down the River, that th^ were actually 
Lthfs side of Oassimhuzar, and that all Communication was cut off from that 
Sory, from which they apprehend his Designs extend father than is 
known, & therefore entreat us to send a Beinforcement without the least delay. 
In a Postscript they advise us of the surrender of Oassimhuzar, & refer us for 
Particular to Copies of Letters from thence which they enclose. 

The measures proper to be taken with respect to the situatmn of Affairs 
. u o f. to at Bengal being considered, the Board at 

A Uetachment of 2 Companies to be sent to , P » t .y n 

BengS tte Urfawor. first had thought of Sending the SuffolJe 

with the Delawar down thither, hut upon discoursing with the Commanders, 
and finding that the Delawar alone can carry as many men as can he spared, it 
is Agreed that the Delawar only he dispatched as expeditiously as possible, 
and for that purpose that the Bales & Salt Petre laden on her for Europe, he 
landed with all dispatch, and that two compleat Companys of Military he sent 
on her. The Board then proceeded to the Nomination of Of&cers to Command 
the said Detachment, when Colonel Lawrence veiy readily offer’d to proceed 
with the Command, hut the Board thinking his Service necessary here, and 
ludging also from an Indisposition which constantly attends him that the air 
of Bengal especially at this Season of the year might prove futal to him,' it is 
therefore on these considerations thought more adviseahle to desire Major Kill- 
patrick to take upon him the Command of the Detachment. Major Killpat- 
nck heino- thereupon desired to attend the Board and being informd of the 
circumstances of Affairs at Bengal & the resolution of sending a Keinforee- 
ment thither, acquaints the Board that tho’ he had resign’d the Service and 
resolv’d on going home, yet being ready and desirous at all times to shew his 
inclination to serve the Company, as well as Gratitude for the favours receiv’d, 

if the Board think proper he will proceed 
Major xaipatrict to Command the Party. Command. It is thereupon’ 

Agreed Major Killpatrick Command the said Detachment and that the other 
officers he. — 

Lieutenant Dugald Campbell, ■ 

Lieutenant Samuel Samson, 


Offii'crs to proceed. 


Ensign James Ogilvie, 

Ensign Stephen Smith, 

Lieutenant John Eradcis Paschoud of the Train, 


and that Captain ‘William Len, now at Port S‘ David, and Captain Lieutenant 
Benjamin Godwin and Lieutenant Erdman of the Train now. at Camp he order’d 
to come in and to proceed to Bengal by the next conveyance. 

Agreed that Pour Iron Three Pounders with Carriages and Ammunition 

compleat he also sent with the said 
Detachment. 


3 Poondcrs to ho sent. 


It is referred to the Storekeeper to Agree with Oap‘ Winter of -the 
storekr to ogico to victoaUing the Detachment Delawav for Victualling the Military in 
c veianar. the Pussage to Bengal. 


The Nortoood being loaded with Bedtoood for Bengal bn the. Company's 
yoTKooi be despatch’d with Treasure 4s Stdioooii Account, and iu Tcadiness to Sail, agreed 
to the Bay. that a Lack of Bupees he put on hoard 

her, and that she he despatch’d to Bengal immediately with Advices to the 
President & Council of the foregoing Besolution. . ' . ’ 
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The Hon’*’’” Court of Directors haring been pleased to recommended Lieu- 
, „ , tenant Dugald Campbell to be preferred 

Lic«t.-D„g.-Campbcn rocon,u.onaad to Bengal. recording to his Merit, Agreed that it he 

recommended to the Gentlemen at Bengal to give him a Captain Brevet. 


* . «• • ■ « 
A. WYNCH. 

PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 

CH BOTJllCHIER. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNET. 
ROBERT ORME. 


1 8tb Sent General Letter to Fort St. Dtavid dated this day. 

Thursday the 19th August 1766. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Pigot, Esq% Govern^ president. 
Stringer Lawrence. 

Robert Oruie. 

John Smith. 

Henry Powney. 

'WiLLiKH Perceval. 

Charles' Bourchier. 


Sunarj- Letters rend. 


John Adlercrou Esq^, Colonel of His Majesty’s 39"‘ Regiment of Foot and 
, Commander in Chief of the Land Forces 

o one ercron prosin , . India, also Present at the request of 

the Board. 

For Colonel Aldercron’s Information the folloiring Letters are again 
read, ctV. 

Letter from Messrs. Watts and Collet 
at Chandernagore, dated 2nd July 1756. 

Letter from the Nabob of Bengal to the President. 

Letter from ditto, to the Directore at Chandernagore. 

Letter from this Board to Rear Admiral Watson dated yesterday. And the 
^ whole Circumstances of the Company’s 

Affairs at Bengali and all tlie measures 
that hare hitherto been taken being fuUy laid open to him, the President 
. then laid before the Board the following Letter from Admiral "Watson : — 

GentlembNi — I have receiv’d your Letter of the IS® Instant and am much 
T .. r • 1 nr . concern’d to find the Company’s Affairs 

in so bad a situation at Bengal, I shall 
very readily give them all the Assistance in my power and will proceed with 
the whole Squadron as far as Ballisore Rond, where I shall be able to consult 
the Pilots on the Practicability of my getting there, I shall with the utmost 
cheerfullness put every thing in execution that can be proposed for their 
Service. 

The time of my Sailing wholly depends on you, as the Ships can’t proceed 
to Sea till their Provisions and Water is eompleated, which wiU take up a con- 
siderable time, if some better method is not pursued in the management of 
the Boats, than is now followed. 

As I propose sending a Frigate before me, in order to have the Pilots 
ready at Ballisore Road at my arrival. If you have any Troops or Stores you 
would send by her I will give the Captain Orders accordingly. ' 

Fort St, George, I am Gentlemen, 

Wth Aug*. 1756. Tour most obedt. humble servant, 

CHARLES WATSON. 


955 FD 
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No. 114s From Foss Westcott Esq., Eesident at Ingeram, dated 2"" Instant 

acknowledging tLe Eeeeit of our Letter 

General Letter from Ingeram. of the 9“’ UJtimO and .acquainting US that 

the Freight he charged in the month of February for Wares, &" 'ijp' None?/ & Don 
Qarlos is what he actually paid and. is less than w;hat has been usual for such 
Weighty & Cumbersome Stores, forwarding His Books ending April 1756 & 
Monthly Papers for July. Cloth on hand 326 Corge. 

No. 115 and No. 116 General Letters from Messrs. Watts & Collet the 

first dated at Cbandernagore the 6“* the 
Letter from Messrs. Watts & Collet. Other the 7“' July and enclosing Copys of 

two Letters from tbe President Mr. Drake and others of the Council of Bengal 
dated on board Ship Dodaly off of Falta all which are read, and are as follows. 


Chandernagore e*"* July 1766. 

To— The Hon'ble George Pigot, Esqr. &ca. Council at Fort S'^ George. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — Enclosed comes Duplicate of Our Letter of the 3"* 
Instant, since which We are inform’d that the Dacca Factory was surrounded 
and the Gentlemen obliged to surrender, that the French Chief has receiv’d 
them into their Factory till he has the Nabob’s Order concerning them, that 
M' Amyatt has made his escape from Lucldpore with Effects of the Companys 
to the amount of about 60,000 Rupees, Mr. Boddam from Ballasore likewise 
with about 5 or 6,000 Rupees. 

We have been obliged to borrow money of the French Company for Our 
Subsistence as We have Lost every thing We had in Bengali, Yva\ M' Watts 
2,000 for Him and His Family and M’ Collet bOORupees, for which We have given 
Receipts; as these Notes will be Tender’d ito your Honour, to honour them, 

and in case the Company do not think proper to make Us any Allowance We 
shall with pleasure repay the sum advanced. Enclosed is a List of what 
Gentlemen are on Board of the English Ships in the River. 

We are with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Tour most Obedient hiinible Servants, 

W" WATTS. 

M. COLLET. 


To — the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esqr., &ca. Council of Fort St. George. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — Since our last We have receiv’d a Letter from the 
Gentlemen on Board of the Ships at Fulta, Copy of which We enclose, as also 
Copy of a Letter they desire to be translated into Persian and sent to the several 
Great Men about the Nabob for Permission to re-establish the Settlement. 

We must beg leave to Observe to Tour Honour, that We wrote to tbe 
Governor & Council of Calcutta when We were at Houghly, which was the first 
opportunity We had, that if they would send a proper Person or Empower Us, 
We flatter’d ourselves that We should be able even to accommodate matters for 
a Sum of money. We are not certain but are informed that that Letter was 
receiv’d, and an Answer wrote, Importing that after the Affront the Nabob had 
given of sealing up the Company’s Effects and confining their Servants at Cas- 
simbuzar they could not think of coming to any Terms of accommodation. We 
are inform’d lilcewise by Cossenant, one of the Company’s Banyans, that Omi- 
chund and some of the Principal Merchants offer’d to contribute considerably 
towards makingup Affairs, Coja Wazeed, the greatest Merchant in Bengal, who 
resides at Houghly and has great influence with the Nabob, His Duan told Us 
that He went Four times to Calcutta in Order to persuade the Gentlemen to 
make up matters with the Nabob, but was Threatened to be 111 used if he came 
again on the same eiTand. 

We shall do all in Power to get permission to re-establish the Settlement 
but arc without any hopes of obtaining it during the Life of the present Nabob. 
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We therefore know of no other method but that of a Military Force, which We 
hope Tour Honour, will he able to send sufficient to attack the Nabob even 
in his Metropolis, as We Hear a Peace is confirm’d with Prance. 

There are 79 of our Serjeants Soldiers and others in the Hospital here, who 
escaped from Calcutta, and are provided with Provisions & Cloaths by the 
French Governour & Council,, Who have been extreamly Humane to IJs all, and 
now maintain by Charity near 3,000 Poor Portugueze, Men, Women & Chil- 
dren, who were Inhabitants of Calcutta. 

We are with Eespeot, 

Hon’ble Sib & Sibs, 

Chandebnagobe, Tour most Obedient humble Servants. 

Therm July 1756. W“ WATTS. 

M. COLLET. 


To — CojA Wazeed. 

Sib, — ^Relying on your Favour & Friendship for the English Nation, 
We take the liberty of addressing this Letter to you and intreat the Honour of 
your Aid & Assistance in Our present Situation, We hope by your means to be 
informed in what manner We may address the Nabob for his permission to re- 
establish Our Settlement at Calcutta. 

To whom can We apply in Our present Circumstance but to those from 
whom We have receiv’d many marks of Favour and Protection & on whom We 
still depend. 

Having no Munsee with TJs, We are obliged to address you in English, & 
hope Sir you’ll for that reason excuse any defect in Our Stile or Omission of the 
due forms of respect. What can We say more ? but that we hope much from 
your Aid & Favourable Representation ^ the English to the Nabob. 

We are with Respect, 

Sib, . 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Jun'* 

CHARLES MANNINGHAM. 

WILLIAM FRANKLAND. 

WILLIAM MACKETT. 

P. AMTATT. 

THOS. BODDAM. 


To — ^WiLUAM Watts & Mathew Collet, Esq”* 

Gentlemen, — We Congratulate your Safety at Chandernagore ; in Our 
Situation We are to expect from you who have been so long in the Nabob’s 
Camp the most certain account you are able to transmit Us of the Nabob’s 
determination respecting the English Company, and what effect you imagine 
an application to His Principal Ministers & Great Men would have in Our 
Favour, for which purpose We should be glad you would let us know Who 
would be the properest Persons to address to, We are advised that Moniek- 
chund, Roy Doolob, Golam Hossein Cawn & Coja Wazeed are those who have 
the greatest influence, & in consequence of that information We forward you 
enclose Letters for those Officers, & desire you will endeavour to have an exact 
Translate of them made into the Persian Language & get them delivered with 
the Original. If you think it would be proper to apply to any other Durbar 
Officras upon this occasion. We request you will point out the Persons, or (if 
you judge it will answer the end) We should be glad you would address them 
956 P. D. 
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My . Watson & Mv. Pocock to ko present tl\is day at Consultation at 11 o’clock. 
The letter from Admiral Watson is now read and is as follows, OiV — 


Gentlemen, - 


Lottor from Admimt Watson. 


I receiv’d yours of yesterday’s date requesting me to permit 
the JTt/ffer and Salishiirt/ to proceed to 
Calcutta. 


I have already acquainted you, if you were still' of opinion, the whole 
Squadron should proceed on this Service, I was ready to go with them to Balia* 
sore, and there enquire of the possibility of carrying them farther. But I 
otter’d it as my opinion (which was founded on the information I had learnt of 
the strength of the Place) that the fifty and Twenty Gun Ships would ho as 
much force as there would he occasion for. If more is thought necessary I 
will send the Sloop with them, hut I can never think of separating two Ships 
of the Lino from only four, till some certain advices arrive from Europe ; and 
having further considered this Expedition, I am apt to think, if it is delay’d 
till the last week in next month, there will ho a much greater prohahilily of 
success attending it than if’ the Ships wore to proceed immediately, as they will 
then escape the rainy Season, which is allow’d hy CVC 17 body to ho the most 
unhealthy part of the year, and in all appearance if the Ships were to go 
now, one-third of their Men would fall sick before there would he an oppor- 
tunity to do any Service. However I take the liberty to mention, I think 
Advices should be immediately dispatch’d to M’‘ Drake, to acquaint him he 
will soon receive aU the succour from hence that can ho spared. 

If from this consideration of the rainy season, or any other, that can ho 
thought of, you think it necessary to assemble, and further debate on this 
Expedition, I am ready to wait on you whenever you please. 


I am Gentlemen, 

Your most Ohedt, hum. Serv‘ 
Pout S* Geoegb, OHA® 'WATSON. 

The 55“ Aug*- 1756. 


As Admiral Watson does not think it adviseahle to part with the Tffger 
conridemd. Salisbury, The Board employ’d the 

time untill the Admiral’s coming, in deli- 
on the Measures to he now taken hut without forming 

lution. 


berating 


ig any reso- 


At 11 o’Clook. 

Pbesent : 

Admiral Watson. 

Admiral Pocock. 

The Board resumed the Consideration of the Measures to he taken in the 

DeUWiouonMcasarca. present Orfeis, and having long debated 

thereon without hemg able to come to 
any determination. Admiral Watson again assured the Board, that if they desire 
him he will • proceed with the whole Squadron as far as Ballasore Eoad, and 
even up the River, if the Pilots will take charge of the large Ships ; and then 
leaving the Board to determine what request to make him on this occasion 
Admiral withdraws. Withdrew with Admiral Pocock. 

After a long debate It is unanimously Resolved that Admiral Watson he 
Resolved to ash for the 60 & 20 Gun ship. dcsired to seud the Eif ty and Twenty Gun 

1 A A A f TiT-r* -xi. Bengal, with about two 

hundred and forty Military, with the intent to retake Calcutta only, without 
attemptingany thing more untill. join’d by further succours, and that all ne- 
cessary preparations be made, as expeditiously as possible, to send all the Eoroes 
that can be spared from hence with the remainder of the Squadron, if in the 
interim the expected Advices from Europe should not make it necessary to' alter 



16 


these Measures. Draught of a Letter to Admiral Watson is accordinelv now 
Settled and is as follows : — ° ^ 


To — Ch&klbs Watson, Esqr., 

Bear Admiral of the Bed 

and Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Sqnadron in India. 

Sir,— We have receiv’d your Letter of the 26‘S and having also had the 
Honour of your Company at Council yesterday. We have resolv’d to request 
of you at this time the Assistance only of the Fifty and Twenty Gun Ships. 
We are therefore to beg you will permit us to embark- on them about two 
hundred and forty Military, and that you will be pleas’d to order them to pro- 
ceed with aU Expedition to Bengali, as We judge the retaking of Calcutta 
immediately will be of the utmost Consequence to the Company, and as you 
have repeatedly, as well in your Letters as Yesterday at the Board, offer’d to go 
down with the whole Squadron to Ballasore Boad, and even up the River if 
the Pilots will take charge of the large Ships, We purpose m&ing you our 
further Request to do so, as soon as they can be got ready, if no advices from 
Europe in the Interim should make such a measure improper. 

We are, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. George, GEORGE PIGOT. 

JSr Aug* 1756. ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRING® LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL»* PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OHA® BOTJROHIER. 


Agreed to write to the President and Council at Bengal, or such of them 

Lcttertobe^vxotetofteP'&CatBengaL Ws the Letter may come, that 

as We intentt sending a larger Force, We 
think it adviseable that nothing should Be attempted immediately with the 
Fifty and Twenty Gun SMps and the Forces sent on them, but the retaking of 
Calcutta, and that We thiidr it would be adviseable not to conclude any terms 
with the Nabob, but if he should be inclined to treat, amuse him untill they 
receive further Forces or advices from ITs. 

Colonel Clive informs the Board that there are some Oheveaux de Fiise at 

j-x.- Eort S* David which may be wanted for 

CheveansdeEnseatStDaviatobesent^p. the Expedition. 

Agreed to write to the Gentlemen at Fort S* David to send them up. 

Agreed that Forty thousand (40,000) Arcot Rupees be advanced out of 

fteasuiy to 

the charges of the Troops abroad And 

That one thousand five hundred (1,500) Pagodas be advanced the Mili- 

tery Storekeeper for the charges of that 
Employ. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 


D* ICP Store K.^ 


ROBERT ORME. 
WIliL^' PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 

OHA® BOHRCHIER. 
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SandAy the 29’’* Aug* 1*756 in the afternoon. 

« 

At a Consultation Present. ; 

' George Pigot, Esq“ Govern'^, President. ; 

Egbert Olive. 

Henry Powney. . 

William Perceval. 

• String** Lawrence. 

Egbert Ormb. 

John Smith. 

Charles Bourchibr. 

The Board being met according to Adjournment to read the Letters receiv’d 
from Bengal and .to consider of Measures, The following Letters are accord- 
ingly now read viz * : — 


To. the Hon’blb Geobge Pigot, Esq^ 

President & Governour, Council. 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs,— Our utmost Efforts have been employ’d to dispatch 
to Ton sooner the intelligence of the Capture of Calcutta by the Moors acting 
under orders of Souragge Dowlat, the New Nabob, which Account we doubt not 
will have reach’d you before this can possibly arrive by means of Pattamars 
from the Shroffs or Foreign Nations. A Narrative of this unhappy Event will be 
in Our Opinion faithfully Eelated to You by Mr. Charles Manningham, which 
We have not Time to Commit at present to writing. The above Gentleman 
We depute to your Honour, &'** on the United East India Company’s behalf, 
& require from his Eepresentation that You will support Us with the whole 
Force you can obtain on Your Coast, Military & Marine, together with a suffi- 
cient Quantity of Ammunition, Cannon and all other Warlike Stores, Military 
& Marine, which may enable us to Ee-Establish Ourselves in these Provinces, 
which we Esteem of the most Essential consequence to the East India Cbm- . 
pany and trade of India in General. It is highly proper to represent to 
your Honour, &**, that the English here were Established by Patent from the 
Grand Mogull, under whose orders all Subahs should be dependant. But asyour 
Honour, &'**, are well acquainted that this Province was overcome by Ally verde 
Cawn, who maintained his conquest by force of Arms, so it was possess’d by 
his Grandson who- assumed the Title of Souragge Uowlat. Wherefore further 
to favour our cause and just complaints for Eestitution and Right to ' the Pri- 
viledges granted us by the Eoyal Phirmaund, We’ are to Request you will 
without delay set forth to the Grand Mogull the Enormities committed by the 
present Nabob on a Nation that has always paid due Obedience to the Tenor 
of the Phirmaund, nor Infringed on its Priviledges, Requiring •& entreating 
by his authority to Re-establish us in all our Rights, and that the loss sustain’d 
by the Company and Inhabitants of the Settlement may be made good. We are 
at present endeavouring to open a Correspondence with the Principal men, whom 
we are inform’d the Nabob attends to, in hopes to bring on a treaty untill we 
can obtain succour ; & that •we may in some measure be Relieved from our 
present Distress, being in the utmost want of all Necessaries of Life, & strict 
orders issued by the Government not to supply us with any Provisions. The 
Dutch & French are also prohibited giving us any Assistance, Their Situation 
appears very precarious, and we are told the French have wrote for a large 
Reinforcement from Pondicherry. Our determination is to keep the River 
untill we are inform’d of your Honour &“’% Resolutions, and in case we are 
not able to procure any favour from the Government, or should be persecuted 
by the Enemy, so as to be obliged to stand out to sea, we shall proceed to 
Vizagapatam. This we think proper to mention as it may be necessary that the 
Ships in their way to the Bay call there for intelligence, which we shall lodge 
there, if we are able to procure any Conveyances, for the Ingratitude of our 
immediate, Seiwants has been such, that we are drove to the necessity of doing 
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every individual Office ourselves, nor have weheen ahle to procure a Pattamar 
or a Persian writer, and it is with the utmost difficulty We have hitherto Kept 
together a sufficient Number of Lascars to work our Ships, and are daily 
apprehensive . they will quit us on the first occasion. We have desired the 
Gentlemen at Vizagapatam, to provide & hold in readiness, what Provisions of 
every kind they are ahle to procure, to be put on hoard the Vessells coming 
down hither. We request your Honour to represent a full state, of all the 
occurrence to Rear Admiral W^atson, the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s 
Squadron, and entreat his aid and Assistance with the Pleet, which we hope 
may be able to proceed hither. 

Monsieur Le Beume (who had Command of one of our Advanced Batteries 
•& defended the same very Gallantly) accompanys M"" Manningham, and 
will in case of accident happening to M’’ Manningham, deliver you these 
Advices, We Esteeming M' Le Beume Qualified to give you a Circumstantial 
Detail of our Military proceedings as also inform you of the various Stores we 
are in want of.. 

' As we imagine the news of this Capture will produce very bad Consi- 
quences in England to the Hon’ble Company’s Affairs, if they receive it 
without being inform’d at the same time of there being a prospect of Our 
Resettling in Bengali, we are to request Tour Honour will alter Tour 
Resolution for sending the Delmoar to Europe, till you know the success of the 
Eorces you may be able to assist us with. 

We are 

Hon’blb Sie & SlES, 

Tour most Obedient Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Jtjnioe. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 

P. AMTATT AND THOMAS BODDAM. 


Off Eulta, 

The 13th July 1756. 


To — The Hok’blb George Pigot, Esq., 

President and Governour, &c., Council. 

' Hon’blb Sie and Sies, — Tou must naturally conclude the mind cannot 
Recover itself. In Our present Situation, to transmit Tou such a Narration of 
the Event pass’d by the Capture of Calcutta by the Moors, as the Circum- 
stances thereof require to be Penned with Impartiality, which shall be my 
strictest endeavours to set forth, When I am eased of the Anxiety my Station 
has drawn on me : I am therefore now to entreat your Conclusions on my 
Conduct may he suspended untill the Motives, Actions & Reasons for such 

Our Conduct are Impartially set forth, 
i am. 

With great Respect, 

Hon’blb Sie and Sies, 

Tour most Obedient Servant, 


Sloop Si/ren off Fnibi, 14tli July 1766. 


ROGER DRAKE, Jun' 

The first point Debated is, whether the Survivours of the late President and 
Council for the Company’s Affairs in Bengali, notwithstanding the Loss of all 
the Company’s Settlements which were under their management, do still remain 
invested with the same Powers or .Rights they had before, to dmect in all 
matters relating to the Company, which may be transacted within the former 
limits of that Presidency. 

After a long Debate The question being put is carried in the Affirmative 
by a Majority. 

The President, on the first News of the Capture of Calcutta, and Colonel 
Clive, on his Arrival here from S‘ David, having offer’d their services to proceed 

968 PD. . 
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at the Head of Intended Expedition to Bengal, in case it should he thought that 
cither the one or the other undertahing such an Expedition would ho . most for 
the Company’s Advantage. It is now debated, whether it he eligible to request 
cither and which of the President or Colonel Clive, to undertake the Expedi- 
tion. 

When it was first thought that such a measure might he proper, it was not 
known, whether those of the President & Council of Calcutta who had escaped 
with Life were in any Situation to take upon them and discharge the Powers of 
a President & Council, and in case they were not, it would have been neces- 
.‘:ary that whoever went at the head of the Expedition on behalf of the Company 
should have been invested with full and General Powers, not only to retake their 
last Setllements, but to Negociate and Conclude Treaties with the country 
Powers for re-establishing the Company's Affairs, and it was thought that 
none could be so properly entrusted with such unlimitted Powers, as one of those 
Gentlemen, whom the Company have placed, the one in the 1st, the other in the 
2nd Station on this Coast. But is being above resolved that the Survivors of 
the President & Council of Bengal do still retain their Powers as such, and 
consequently tliAt whatever Expedition do proceed thither must fall under their 
Direction : the Board are now of Opinion (in consequence of that Kesolution) 
that it is neither necessary nor proper for either the President or Colonel Clive 
to proceed. 

Bcsolved That the thanks of the Board be return’d to the President & 
Colonel Clive for their intended services on this occasion. 

The next Point Considered is. Whether upon a re-examination of all Cir- 
cumstances and Advices to this time. The Kesolution already taken “ to send 
down Two hundred & forty men on the Fifty & Twenty Gun Ships to retake 
Calcutta only, without proceeding any further, untill other Forces be sent 
down, And that as large a Force, as can be spared from the Coast, be sent down 
%rith the remainder of the Squadron, as soon as the necessary preparations can 
be niaclp, in the interim the expected Advices from Europe should not make it 
necessary to alter those Measures ” do still subsist. Or whether any and what 
other Pleasures are proper to be now taken. 

Kesolved. — That Admiral Watson be desired to suspend any Orders he 
may have civen for the departure of the Fifty & Twenty Gun Ships and that 
the Embarkation of the Men intended to be sent on them be also Counterman- 
ded. Tlint in case the expected Ships from England should not bring the News 
of a War with Franco, Admii’al Watson be then desired to proceed down to 
Bengal with the whole Squadron at once. That Colonel Adlercron bo desired 
to proceed on the Squadron with his whole Regiment and Train of Artillery, And 
That all preparations of Stores and Necessaries be made with all possible Ex- 
])cdition, in the same manner they would be, were it peremptorily Resolved such 
an Expedition should proceed at all Events. 

The Reasons for the foregoing Resolutions are Fizt. 

For Suspending the actual departure of the Expedition untill the Arrival 
of Advices from Europe. 

1. The Gentlemen of the Council of Bengal in their foregoing Letter 
desire the whole Force that can be obtain’d, both Military & Marino, 'with 
Stores, Cannon, &'*, may be sent them ; such a Force as they seem to expect and 
think necessary (which is more fully explain’d in some private Letters) would, 
if sent away, now leave this Coast exposed to great hazard should a War be 
declared with Franco. 

2. Tliere is all the reason in the World to imagine, that heforc every 
preparation can he made for the whole Expedition to proceed at once, Advices 
may he received from Europe to clear up the Doubts in regard to Peace or 
War. 

.'t. The (lelnying fora month or two the retaking of Calcutta, can he of 
no otlu?r c'lisvfqtience, than that it will ho impossible to advise the Company 
by tlu' Septi-mher Ship from hence of the success of the Expedition; and tho’ 
it* i- to be wislf'd this could he dorm, yet ns the attempting it at this time might 
r-xpove tli'.'ir Estate to greater detriment, it is postpon’d. 
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For sending Uic Kings Troops. 

1. Almost every tiling in this Expedition depends on a large and well 
served Field Train of Artillery. 

2. There are not a sufficient Kumher of good and proper Field Pieces in 
the Company’s Stores. 

3. Colonel Adlcrcron in his Letter to the Board of the 20”' Instant inti- 
mates that nis Majesty is unwilling his Forces should be separated. 

<t. The Board arc therefore under the neccssitj’^ of taking the Resolution 
they have or of wanting the main Assistance. A good Field Train. 

A Letter to Admiral Watson and ono to Colonel Adlcrcron arc accordingly 
now wrote and sign’d and arc enter’d hereafter. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLms. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHA® BOUROHIER. 


To— Cjiahus Watsok, Reqr, 

Hear AdtninI of the Itwl .mtl Comnmn(lcr-in*Chief of IHb Majesty’s Squiwlron in India. 

Sill,— Since We did ourselves the Honour to address you the 27”* In- 
stant, Wo have receiv’d Advices from the President & Council of Bengal, re- 
questing ns larire a Force as Wo can possibly spare. And as it would be impru- 
dent to part with such a number of men as they t hink necessary, to obtain such 
redress as the injuries receiv’d require, while Wo remain uncertain whether 
War has been declared or Pc.aco concluded with the French in Europe, We 
think it would be better to defer sending the Fifty & Twenty Gun Ships agree- 
able to our last request, but that if the expected Coast & Bay Ships should not 
bring Us the News of war, every end would bo better answered by the whole 
Squadrons proceeding at once, wliich, in that case. We shall then request of 
you. We purpose also to desire Colonel Adlcrcron will go on the Expedition 
with his whole Regiment and Train, and for that purpose Wo are maldng all 
necessary preparations. We are therefore now to request you will suspend the 
Orders you may have given relating to the departure of the Fifty & Twenty 
Gun Ships, untill we received Advice from Europe, and that you will permit 
Us to send on board such of tho Ships of tho Squadron, as you may appoint, the 
Military Stores for tho Expedition, as Wc can get them ready. 

We arc, 

Sm, 

Your most obed* humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. . 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OHA® BOUROHIER. 


Fort S'’ George, 
The 30^'' Atit 17o6. 


To — JoHS Adlebceox, Esq^ 

Commander-in-Cbief o£ the Land Forces in India. 

SiE, — ^Wedeferr’d answering your Letter of the — Instant, untill we receiv’d 
such Advices from Bengal, as might lead IIs to some determinate resolution in 
regard to the Number of Men necessary for the intended Expedition. We have 
accordingly receiv’d a Letter from the President and Council, by which and all 
other circumstances that have as yet come to our knowledge We judge that it 
would not he prudent to spare from hence such a Body of Military as would he ne- 
cessary to do justice to the Nation and Company for the Injuries receiv’d, while 
We remain in state of uncertainty whether War or Peace with Prance have 
taken place in Europe ; hut in case our expected Ships should bring the news 
of the latter, We think it would then he adviseahle to make a vigorous EfPort 
to recover the Company’s Settlements, and oblige the Nabob to make ample 
retribution for the Losses & injuries sustain’d; and in that case We purpose to 
request you will undertalce this Expedition with your whole Regiment and 
Train, which joined to the Detachment sent down on the Delmoar under the 
Command of Major Killpatrick, will we judge form a Body sufidcient to answer 
the intended purposes. If these measures meet with your approbation. We beg 
you will immediately give Orders for preparing every thing necessary for such 
an Expedition, that, if on the arrival of Advices from England it should be proper, 
every thing may proceed accordingly. 

We are. 

Sib, 

Tour most obed^- humble Servants. 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILLIAM PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHA BOTJRCHIER. 


Pout S* Geoege. 
30lh Aug'’ 1756. 


Friday the 3rd Sop' 1756. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent: 

George Pigot, Esq”, Govern" 'President. 
Robert Clive. 

Henry Powney. 

Willtaw Perceval. 

Robert Orme. 

John Suith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Colonel Lawrence Absent, being Indisposed. 
Till" ol Stan'linfj Onlcrs lying on the Table. 

Tit Min-it..-' of the last ConsalLalions both of Ibc 20'’* August read & sign'd. 
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The two following Letters from Admiral TTatson are now read. The first 

being in answer to a Letter wrote, before 


Letters from Ad’ Watson. 


the Eesolutions taken at the last Consult- 
ation FfV 


Gentlemen — Last night, I receiv’d yom* Letter of the 27*'’ Inst, requesting 
me to assist you now, only with the fifty & twenty Gun Ships, and that I would 

saiisiury 100 permit two hundred & Eorty Troops to be 

j?rirfjeirn/fr . . . . ■ . 140 embarked on board them, and give Orders 

240 for their proceeding to Bengali with the 
— utmost Expedition. The Ships are ready 
and their Captains have my Orders to sail the moment the Troops are embarked, 
which are disposed of as in the Margin. 

By the latter part of your Letter I imagine, as soon as you are acquainted 
the rest of the Squadron are ready for the Sea, you then purpose to make me 
a further request of proceeding to Calcutta with them. If that is your only 
reason for delaying your application, I have the pleasure to tell you all the 
Ships are now ready to proceed to Sea at a moment’s warning, and I shall take 
care to keep them so. 

I am Gentlemen 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

Port S* Geoegb, CHARLES TTATSON. 

The 30'^ Attg* 1736. 

Gentlemen, — I have receiv’d your Letter of Yesterday’s date, and agreeabls 
to your desire, shall countermand the Orders I have given to the Captains of the 
Eifty and Twenty Gun Ships. 

The Militaiy Stores you request to be taken on board the Squadron must 
not be embarked in the large Ships, they drawing so much water already, as 
to make their Passage up the River Bengal extremely Hazardous, and perhaps 
impossible, but I have no objection to the Twenty Gun Ship receiving as much 
as she can with conveniency, and have given her Captain orders accordingly. At 
the same time, it must not be forgot that the Marlborough (one of yomr own 

Ships) is here, and will be able to take in a considerable quantity of all kinds 
of Stores. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Port S* George, ‘ Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

31‘^ 1756. CHARLES WATSOH. 


f _ 

Agreed, that as many of the Military Stores intended for the Expedition, as 
the Marlboro’ can take in, be put on board that Ship. 

The President acquaints the Board that Colonel Adlercron has inform’d 
„ ™ him he does not think the Letter wrote 

Cotod Adlercron des.e, n Hon of Operahons. sufficiently explains 

the intended Expedition to Bengal, but that if the Rings Regiment should 
^ ^ proceed, a Plan of Operations should be 

given him to oe laid before a Council of 
War, whereupon it is agreed to write to him the following Letter. 


To— 7 ohn Aslcsoson, Esq^, 

Commander-in-Cliie£ of the Land Forces in India. 

Sib, — ^The President having acquainted us, that You think our last Addres 
requesting the Regiment to go to Bengal was not sufficiently explicit, &that you 
955 F n. 
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desired a Plan of Operations to ])o laid Ijcforo you. We now civo'Ton mir 
sentiments on every thing relating to that subject. “ 

It is necessary to premise that whatever may ho laid before you by us as a 
Plan of Operations is Subject to the approbation of the Company’s Kepresentatives 
in-Bengal, to whose Recommendations on all Occasions -we request the same at- 
tention from You, as you would have had to any Representations made bv us 
to you while on the Coast. ^ 

We have already acquainted you that wo purpose to request you wilHin 
case the expected Advices from Europe should not induce us to alter these 
Measures) proceed to Bengal with the wdiolo Regiment .and all the Train nf 
Artillery, to which will he added as great a Number of Scapoysas caribe cmbar- 
lied on board His Majesty s Squardon. 

The above Eorces arc intended to retake Calcutta and dispossess the Moors 
of Hughl^y, those two places lying on the Banks of the River will be rendoied 
an easy Capture with the assistance of the Squadron, after which it is to be honed 
that the Nabob may come to such terms of Accommodation as the GentlcE 
in the Management of the Company’s Affairs may think proper to accept 

But on the contrary should the Nabob not come to terms it is morn ihnr, 
probable ho will move down from Muxadavad with his Army, wlficii will make 
It necessary that as soon as possible tlio Nature ot tl.o greind about 
and Moutta bo well reoonoitred, and tho spot ohoson, n-bore itsball bo jud"od 
engage tlio Nabob, who flushed with his lato success may rcS a 

Should the Battle (as Wc hope it will) be attended with a drfnof nf 4 ?,.. 
Nabob’s Troops, & he notwithstanding remain unwilling to makc^Terms^if 
from the Experience which will then he obtained of his force & from tho Tn 
formation which may he gaind of the Country, it is thou'^ht nnccHtlo 
tether, Wo are ot opinion that this B^rpodmon shS^rSuM 
either come to terms or that his Capital of Muxadavad be destroyed. ^ 

Calcutta obliges us to Stipulate,^^^^ soor.S°thatpiacf^^^ 

And as the Company will he at a vast Expence hv this EvnpdJfln« Tf • 
necessary that one-half of all the other captures ndiich mav he mndn 
priatedto theCompany’s Benefit. WesayC^Lm^^ 
the loss of private peisons by this Calamity may bo reckond at iJl-On non "v t- 
nothing of this one-half is intended for thoir henofif nr..! 
their present situation till they con find Helief frouf tiioir^Superiorr^ “ 

pondonoo on the details of this Bnpeditiou'wlUprSt the d wLhS; 
glad to confer with you, wheuever you hare anyUiug necessary to Oomm,S .. 

We are, 

Sin, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

H. POWNEY. 

R. ORME. 

Eokt St. Gboegb, JOHN SMITH. 

3rd Sept. 1756. 

That all the stores and necessarys for the intended Expedition may be nre- 

Colonel Clive and Messrs. Orme & Smith for niak- PUred Without loSS of time. Coloiipl Tf nlt/awJ- 

Olive, Hebert Orme and John Ctli &o” 

are appoint a Committee to manage and 
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give directions concerning the same, and all orders signed by any two of them is to 
be of as much force as if signd by the whole. The said committee are also em- 
powerd during the expedition to tahe upon them the entire management of the 
33oats, and to give such directions relating thereto, as they may t.hinlr for the 
Benefit of the service and the publick. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

HENRY POWNET. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL™ PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHA» BOHRCHIER. 


Slonday tbc G*’’ Sept' 1750. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Geouge Pigot, Esq*., Govern' President. 

Striijo* Lawrence. 

Robert Orme. 

John Smith. 

Robert Clive. 

Henry Powney. 

Wn.LiAM Perceval. 

Charles Bourchier. 

The Pooh of Slandinij Orders b'ing on the Table. 

Tbc Minritcs of last. Consullatiou, dated the S'** Instant, read & Sign’d. 

This morning arriv’d hero Monsieur LcBenumc, a French Gentleman, 
deputed with IM’ ilanningliam by !M' Drake, Council of Bengal at Fulta, to 
represent to us the Situation of Affairs, and advise the necessary steps to be 
taken, and brought with him a General Letter from M’ Charles Manningham 
which is as follows, 

To — The Hos’blf. Gcobge Pigot, Esq^, 

President St Governer, St", 

Council of Fort S‘ George. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

I had the honour to forward from Vizagapatam and Bandamalanka two 
copies of the dispatches from Bengal advising your Honour, of the Governor 
& Council having deputed me with Mon* lie Beaume to entreat the aid & 
succours of your Presidency in order to effect the Re-establishment of our 
settlement in Calcutta. I had flatter’d myself with hopes of a speedy journey, 
but the violent rains in this part of the Country, together with a failure in our 
Pallankeen Bearere (from the difficulty & fatigue in travelling thro’ a Country 
over-flow’d) impedes our Passage to such a degree we greatly fear our arrival at 
Madras will be very late. Considering therefore the pressing occasion of our 
being deputed to Tour Honour, &, the necessity .of the Bengal Affairs, which 

require our greatest diligence being exerted, w'e have been induced (in earnest 
hopes of obtaining the desired end) to pursue the remainder of the journey 
separately; Tour Honour, &“ will therefore receive this by M’ Le Beaume, a 
Gentleman fully capable of acquainting you with the nature of the supplies 
needfull and operations necessary to be perform’d. 

I have furnish’d M* Le Beaume with Bearers & some Seapoys well ac- 
quainted with the Road, and have great hopes by the favour of M’ Moracin to 
obtain the assistance of Horses at the different Settlements under his command 
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in this Province, wliicli may enable M* Lo Bcanme lo proceed -wiib greater ex- 
pedition, & prove a resource in case tlio Palankeen Poys arc incapable of pursu- 
ing the Journey. 

Massttliapatam Pettah, I have the honour to subscribe myself 

SS”' Aug* 175G. Avilh great Bcspect, 

HoxbiLE Siu & Sins, 

' Your most obedient humble ScrA'ant, 

CHARLES MANNINGHAar. 


The President acquaints the Board that by the Conversation ho has iiad 
Avith ]\P Lo Bcaumo he does not find he has anything to oiler that can give any 
ncAA' lights into the Bengal Altairs., 


Monsieur Lc Beaume being a Prenchman the Board do not think it advise- 

, able lo give him any insight into their 
Aeroed to wn.i ju Mnnnu.si.am . nmvai. Intentions, and as ilc has nothing 

more to offer than has already been communicated, it is agreed to proceed no 
farther untill M' Manningham’s arrival. 

Monsieur Lo Beaume having been sent up by the Gentlemen at Bengal on 
. . „ the ’Company’s Accoimt, and being in Avant 

iuuin„ B of all mamicr of necessary’s, having lost 

everything at Calcutta, agreed that One hundred Pagodas be giA’on him to proA'idc 
Apparell, &“• 


Letter from the Committee appointed to prepare & Embark the Stores for 
the Expedition, and to direct the Employment of the Boats, is noAV read as 
enter’d hereafter containing a Plan for noAV Regulating the management of the 
Boats Via*' 

That the Boats be given to the former Owners who are to be Answerable 
for the Crew and Service of every particular Boat, 


That instead of the usual rate of six Panams, seven Panams ^ Trip bo 
now paid by those who employ the Boats. 

That to reimburse the Company for the charges they have been at in 
rebuilding and refitting the Boate, two Panams "ilP- Trip be reserved for their 
nse out of the above mentioned seven Panams "vIP' Trip, And that ivhen the 
Boats are employed for the Company, three instead of two Panams be reserved 
as above out of the seven. 

All which the Board approve. 


« « * *■ 


c « » 

GEORGE PIGOT. 


ROBERT OLIVE. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. . 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ROBERT ORME. 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 


JOHN SMITH. 
OH® BOUROHIER. 
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Wednesdaj', the 8* Sep** 1756. 

At a OonstjiiTATion, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq"" Governour president. 
Robert Clive. ' 

Henrt Pottney. 

■WiLLiAsi Perceval. 

Robert Orme. 

John Smtih. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Col. Lawrence Absent, being Indisposed. 


The Book of Standing Orders Ijing on the Table, 

Tlie Minutes of lns.t Consultation^ dated the G** Instant, rend & Sign'd. 

General Letters read FeV 

N® 129 Erom Mr. John Lewin. Smith, Provisional Chief, &“ Council at 
„ , , , . Vizaga’patam, dated the lo*** August, that 

advising that the ^yren Sloop arriv d there 
that morning from Bimhlepatam, and as the Company’s Servants at Bengal 
have earnestly requested their Assistance, and Mr. Manningham has represented 
them to be in very necessitous Circumstances, and considering also that the 
Troops sent on the Delawar may encrease their Difficultys, they therefore pur- 
pose returning the Sloop in a few days with Rice & Stores. 

K® 130 Erom Eoss Westcott, Esq"* Resident at Ingeram, dated the 22”^ 

August, advising that at the request of 
rom ngeram. Charles Manningam he is preparing 

to send what provisions & Stores he can to Bengal, and has Ereighted a Vessell 
for that purpose, which he hopes to dispatch in six or seven days. Cloth on 
hand Emhaled 160 Bales, at the wash 183 Gorge 16 P. 

N® 131 Erom Messrs. Watts & CoUet at Chandernagore with Copies of 

Letters between them and the President & 
Council of Bengal at Eulta. And N® 132 
Erom Mr. Richard Beechar, Council at 
Decca, which are as follows. 


From Watts & Collet' at Chandernagore. 
Messrs. Beecher nt Dacca. 


To — T he Hon'ble George Pigot, Esq*., &“ Conncil of Fort S‘ George. . 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — Enclosed is a Packet for the Hon’hle the Court of 
Dweetors, which we have sent under a flying Seal for your perusal, and heg 
you will close and forward it by the most expeditious Conveyance. 

We likewise send enclos’d Duplicates of Our Letters of the 6*** & 7‘'’ Instant 
to Tour Honour, &'“* and are with Respect. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

t 

Chandernagore, "j WILL*' WATTS. 

F/ie 1&'‘ Jnlg 1756. ) ■ . M. COLLET. 


To — The Hoii'bi.b Bogeh Dkake, Esq*., Chabi.es Mansingham, ^TTilliam Fhakk- 
LAND, WiiiUAM Mackett, Petee Amtatt and Thohas Boddam. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, — ^W e have receiv’d your Eavour of the 6** Instant 
from on Board the Poddaley off Fulta and are obliged to you for ycur C.o’^- 
gratulations for Our Safety. As we were Prisoners all the Time of Our sta^ 

935 F .D 
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tlie Camp, it Tivas little we could learn of the Nabob’s intentions concerning the 
English. Only "We heard from all quarters that he was Greatly irritated against^ 
your Honour,* particularly the Governour, against whom since the taking of* 
the Place, his expressions have been very harsh, and He has Threatened both 
Erench & Dutch with exterpation if they assist you "with any Provisions, there- 
fore "We are without any hopes that an application to the Great Men will have 
any Effect at present, though had Tour Honour, thought proper to Treat 
before the Nabob reach’d Calcutta, "We are pretty certain a sum of money 
would have made all easy, prevented the Loss of the Settlement & the ruin .of 
many Thousands’, & "We wrote to Your Honour, &“*, to that purpose when we 
were of Houghley, the only Opportunity We had while in the Camp, and are 
inform’d the Letter came to hand; and a proof that the Nabob’s intent was to 
accommodate matters, was that He touch’d none of the Company’s Effects at 
Cossimbazar except the Warlike Stores ; should the Nabob think fit to permit the 
English to return & resettle. We are afraid it would not be only with the loss ,, 
of all their Privileges but on such Shamefull Terms that Englishmen We hope 
will never consent to. And we likewise think that after Your Honour & the 
majority of you had quitted Port William, which still held out, your Power as 
a Governour & Council from that moment ceas’d, and We are of Opinion that 
you have no authority to indemnify us for acting by your Orders, in case Tour 
future measures should not be approv’d of by Our Hou'ble masters, for the 
above reasons We have declined delivering the Letters you sent us. 

We hope you will on serious Consideration excuse Us for being so 
cautious in an affair of such Consequence. 

We are. with Respect, 

. Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Tour most Obed‘ h“® Servants, 

Chandbrnagorb, 1 WILLIAM WATTS. 

Juhjff’' 1766. 3 M. COLLET. 

To — M’lLLiAji "Watts & Matthew Collet, Esq". 

Gentlemen, — ^Tour Letter of the 8*'* Instant came to Hand this mornin", 
and We now Protest in behalf of Our Hon’ble Employers against you, William 
Watts & Matthew Collet, Esq"., for declining to obtain Translation & delivery 
of the Letters enclosed under your Cover to Monick Chund, Boy Doolab, Gqlam 
Hossein Cawn & Coja Wazeed, for all damages & Wrongs which may ensue by 
the deprivation of Our Privileges as contained in the Royal Phirmaund, and do 
now possitively direct you to follow the Instructions We gave you in Our 
Letter of the G*** Instant, having been advised to take that step & esteeming it 
ourselves as advantageous and for the Interest of the Hon’ble Company. 

• • 

We are Gentlemen, 

Oef Eulta ; Your most Obdt hum. Serv*'. 

ne 13^ July 1756. • ROGER DRAKE JUN®. 

O. MANNINGHAM. 

W“ FBANKLAND. 

WILL. MACKETT. 

P. AMTATT. 


THOS BODDAM. 
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To — the Hok’ble Roger DeakEj Esq’'., 

Charles Mahningham, "V 

William Fuankland, | 

William Mackbtt, 

Petkr Amyait, . 

Thomas Boddam, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — We have receiv’d your Letter or Protest dated 
Ihe 13"' of July 1756, and are surprised you should Protest against TJs for all 
Damages & Wrongs which may ensue by the deprivation of Our Privileges as 
contained in theKoyal Phirmaund when We think We can with m'ore propriety 
•say that the Majority of you Gentlemen deprived Our Hon’ble Masters of 
their Prifileges as contained in the Koyal Phirmaund, when you incensed the 
Nabob to come against Calcutta, and then deserted the Place and fled on Board 
your Ships, which in all probability and by all Accounts was the Occasion of 
the Loss of the Place, which might have been defended if you had staid, and by 
which Step We are of Opinion you abdicated your several Stations and are now 
no longer to he deem’d Servants of the Company, hut setting the above aside if 
We thought it had been for Our Hon’ble Masters Interest, We should not have 
hesitated a moment getting the Letters Translated & delivered, hut if you at 
this Time look on yourselves as a Governour & Council you must of course 
allow TJs Our Stations, in consequence of which We are persuaded We have a 
right to dissent* and make Our Representations against any of your measures 
which We think contrary to the Interest of Our Employers, As an Application 
at Present We are of Opinion is, and that it would he more adviseahle to wait to 
see what Steps the Governour & Council of Madras may he able to take to 
re-establish the Company’s Affairs and Credit in Bengal. We having advised 
them of the taking of Calcutta the Instant by express Cossids, therefore We 
think an application will he more Efficacious and made with a better Grace 
when any Eorce arrives from thence than it can at present, whereas should the 
Nabob now Permit you to return into a ruined and defenceless Town, it maybe 
with an Intent to replunder the Place and Secure your Persons, for We are of 
Opinion the Nabob is not to he Trusted after things have gone the Length 
they have, and as a further reason to imagine that your return may he attended 
with a risque, is the harsh & inveterate manner in ■nffiich the Nabob has 
express’d himself against Mr. Drake. 

We are Credibly informed that when you wrote Us, you made Application 
to those who had more Interest and Power to give Weight to your proposals 
than We, who by great Intercession had but just obtained our Liberty. On 
Our coming to the knowledge of this, Ourintermedling We thought might have 
been rather hurtfull than any ways of Service, however, if after the reasons we 
have given you are still of Opinion that the Letters you sent Us ought to he 
Translated and delivered. We shall agreeable to your desire get them done and 
send them to the respective Persons directed, except Golam Hossein Oawn, who 
is turned out of the Province. We have no Power or Interest of Our Own to 
make Applications, if We had. We should certainly have before made use of it 
for the Service' of Our Hon’ble Employers. 

We are with Respect, 

OuANDERNAGORE, Hon’bLE SiR & SlUS, 

lit!) July 1756 Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

W. WATTS. 

. ]M. COLLET. 


To — the Hon’ble George Pjgot, Esq*., 

President &“ Governour Oonncil of Fort S*. George. 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs,— This is design’d to inform you of a most melanchoUy 
& Surprising Revolution in the Hon’ble Company’s Settlements here in Bengali, 
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having been all taken by tbo Nabob Socrajab Dowlat. As we have not receive^l 
the least Advice from any of the Gentlemen .of Oaloutta of a later Date than tlie 
9“' of June, we arc obliged to depend on.tbc b'rtmeb for a particular Account of 
the taking of Port William. We now enclose Your Honour, &c,, tbe account 
received by Monsieur Courtin, tbe Prcncb Chief lierc, from tlicir Secretary at 
Obandernagorc. Wo see no Ileason to doubt tbo Autbonticity of it, morn espe* 
cially as every material Circumstance is confirm’d by the i^foors, wbo liave from 
tbe beginning assured Us that tbe cause of tbe Nabob’s Anger against the English 
proceeded from tbe Governour & Council having given protection to one Kissen- 
dosB wbo had been the Naib of this City. Ho retired to Calcutta in March last 
with great Riches, part of which are said to belong to the Widow of Nowagics 
Mawmud Khan, who died in November last, & whose Riches Sccnijah Do win t 
claim’d on his coming to the Subaship of Rongal ; ■when the Nabob sent a Per- 
wanah to demand him, Mr. Drake tore the Perwanali & threw it in <hc Face of. 
his Messenger. This Insult provoked Seerajah Dowlat to such a Degree that 
they say he took an Oath to drive the English out of Rcngal which he very 
soon put in Execution as you’ll observe Oossimbuzar was delivered without 
firing a Gun & Fort William only resisted him 3 Days. Wc take the Liberty to 
inclose Tour Honour, Copies of our Consultations of the 27“' & 28“' Ultimo, 
when we were obliged to surrender our Factory &, ourselves Prisoners to Scc- 
rajah Dowlat, from whom we arc in hopes to obtain our Liberty as he has already 
releas’d Messrs. Watts & Collet, If we are so happy as to get our Liberty, our 

present Design is to proceed to Madras when we shall depend on your Honour, 
Council’s Protection & kind assistance having lost everything wc had in 
the World except a few Cloaths. We would have sent you Copies of our Con- 
sultations & Letters from the beginning of tbo Dispute, but as this goes by a 
Pattamar it would make too large a Packet. We design by a French Ship 
bound to Europe which is to leave Chandernagorc next Jlonth, to address our- 
selves to the Hon’ble Court of Directors & give them the best Account we arc 
able of the miserable State of their Affairs in Bengal. As wc Hatter ourselves 
your Honour, Council will not think us any way to blame in delivering 
up our Factory after the surrender of Fort William, wc are to request your 
kind representation of our case should you have an opportunity of writing the 
Court of Dirrectors before We have the Pleasure to see you. As by all Accounts 
the Riches M' Drake, have carried off with them are immense. We hope 
our Hon’ble Employers will he in some Measure indemnified for the great loss 
they must have suffer’d by the taking their Settlements in Bengal. 

We are with great Respect, 

Hon'ble Sir & Sms, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servjints, 

R. BEECHER. 

Dacca, LUKE SCRAFTON. 

The 13‘’' July 1736. THOM. HTNDMAN. 

SAMUEL WALLER. 

« « ft « « « 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT OLIVE. 

HENRY POWNET. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH® BOURCHIER. 
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Tuesday, the Sept' 1756. 

. At A CoNSUITATION PRESENT: 

George Pigot, Esq*-, Govern^ IPresidenL 

Robert" Olive: 

Henry Powney. 

William Perceval; 

String"* Lawrence. 

Bobert Orme. 

John Smith. 

Charles Bohrchibr, Absent. 

«***«**• 

To — ChaiUiEs Watson, Esq'., 

Ee.Tr Adminil of the Bed and 

Commandcr-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Squadron in India. 

Sir,— As it will give great satisfaction to the Gentlemen at Bengal to hear 
that all the preparations in our Power to re-establish them in Calcutta are now 
in pretty good readiness, and as it will be necessary the Pilot Sloops should he 
in waiting that the Ships may meet with no delay on their arrival in Ballasore 
lload, We are to request the favour of you to let the King Fisher Sloop pro- 
ceed thither and to call at Vizagapatam in her way, where if she should not 
meet with Mr. Drake, or some of the Gentleman belonging to Bengal, she may 
doubtless have Intelligence from the Gentlemen at that Settlement of the Situa- 
tion of Affairs in Bengal. We are at the same time to beg that you will permit 
the Sloop to take what Musket Ammunition she can on hoard together with 
some small Cordage & a Hawser or two for the use of the Pilot Sloops. 

We are, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

Port S* George, GEORGE PIGOT. 

The !&’' Sept' 1766. R. OLIVE. 

HENRT POWNET. 

ROBERT ORME. 

JOHN SMITH. 


16. Sail’d Sloop Oatharina Flizabethf Flphinstone for Sadras. 

17. Receiv’d the following Letter from Admiral Watson : — 

To — The President Sc Council of Fort S‘ George. 

Gentlemen, — Last night I received your favour of Yesterday’s Date. I 
shall give the Captain of the King Fisher Sloop Orders to put in execution what 
you have requested, and as soon as the Stores are on board you propose send- 
ing, she will sail immediately. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Port S* George, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 


The 17^’' Sept' 1756. 

055 F. D. 


OHA® WATSON. 
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Tuesday! tbo 21'‘ Sept^ 175G. 

At a OonbuiiTation Pbesent: 

Geoegb Pigot, Esq*' Govern^ President, 
Eobeex Omve. 

Heney Pownet. 

Will" Peecevaxi. 

STETOQ* liATniENCE. 

Robeet Oeme. 

John Smith. , 

Ohaeles Eottechiee. 


Tbe Book of Standing Orders lying on Ibc Table. 


Letter from Colonel Adlercron, dated the 20*’* Instant, witli tbo Minutes of 

a Council of War lield the same day read 
as follows : — 


Letter from Colonel Adlorcron. 


To — Geobgb Pigot, Esq^ President & Governour Council of Fort S‘ George. 

Gentlemen, — Por an answer to your two favours of tbe 30*** past and tbe 
Instant, I refer you to tbe determination of my Council of War, a copy of 
wbicb I enclose you berewitb. 

I am, 


Gentlemen, 

S® Thomas Mount, Tour most Obedient bumble Servant. 


The 50" Sept^ 1756. 


JOHN ADLERCIION. 


At a Council o£ War held at S‘ Thomas Mount near Fort S‘ George tlio 20'** Day of Sentem- 

ber 1756. ^ 

Peesent ; 

Colonel John Adleeoeon, Commander A iu Chief. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Bagshaw. 

Libutenant-Col’onel Steingee Laweence. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Robeet Clive. 

Majoe Eeancis Eoebb. 

Captain William Hislop, Commandant of the Detachment of 

the Royal Artillery. 

Two Letters, tbe one dated tbe 30*'* August, tbe other tbe 3"* September 
1756, from tbe President and Gentlemen of tbe General Council to Colonel 
Adlercron, were read; as were also tbe Instructions which tbe Colonel receiv’d 
from His Majesty. 

The Colonel then referr’d to tbe Council, whether consistent with those 
Instructions he can undertake to transport His Majesty’s I’roops under bis 
Command.from tbe Coast of Cboromandel to any other part of India; and 
whether in the present distress’d situation of Affairs at Bengal be ought to go 
thither. 
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' Ihe Council are of opinion that the Colonel may, and tliat, inconsequence 
of the application made to hini by this Presidency, he ought so to do. 

The Colonel then submitted to the consideration of the Council the three 
following requests made to him by the General Council in their Letter of the 
September. ' 

That he will assure them that on any future representation from them, he 
will he ready to return on the Coast should the situation of their affairs make 
Such a request necessary. * 

2"^ That as soon as Calcutta is retaken, the whole property of it he 
deliver'd untouch’d to the Company’s Bepresentatires for the Company’s 
Benefit. 

3. That one-half of all the other Captures, which may be made, he appro- 
priated to the Company’s benefit. 

In regard to the first request the Council are of Opinion, that (as the 
Presidency at Bengal are acknowledged by the Gentlemen here to be independ- 
ent of them, and as this Presidency have particularly recommended to the 
Colonel to- have the same attention to the recommendations of the Company’s 
Bepresentatives at Bengal ^as he would have to any representations made to 
him here), the Colonel cannot take upon him to give any such assurance : and 
that the two Presidencies must determine that point between themselves. 

With respect to the two other requests. The Council are of Opinion, that 
no answer can be given .but in concurrence with the Pleet, as they will pro- 
bably be concern’d in some, in not all, of the intended operations. 

JN“ ABLEBCROIf. 


A true Copy. 

JN° CABNAC, 

Seti^ 

The Board having had under 

Debate of the Bengal Affairs. 


SAMUEL BAGSHAW. ' 
STEINGER LAWBEEOB. 
EOBEBT CLIVE. 

PBAE'O EOBLE. 

WILL^ HISLOP. 

consideration the intended Expedition to 
Bengal and the Advices lately received 
from Europe and thereupon the Question 
being put. 

Whether upon the news receiv’d from Europe it is proper to undertake the 
Expedition to Bengal. ^ 

It is unanimously the opinion of the Board that the Expedition be under. 

Bzpedition to be undertaken. taken, as the approach of fheensuing Mon- 

n 4 % * -D 1 oblige the Squadron to leave the 

Coast whether they go to Bengal or no, and the Bains of the sme 3Ionsoon 
will prevent ay operations in the Field untill.the month of January, by which 
time it IS hoped that the desired Success wiU he obtain’d at BengaL 

It was then taken into consideration what Resolution would be necessary 
in case, during the Expedition to Bengal, 2fews of a War ufth Fzsnce should 
arrive, and the Coast become agam the Seat of Wav the Sncesses 

that We may have had at Bengal should IfrSSeBt to reduce 

the Nabob to a Compliance with such terms as win iS the secure 

and proper reestablishment of the Company VsJttlimenfafcit-*P^^°®- 

In such case the Board are of Opinion fhof i imvmdent to risque 
the certain possession of the Company’s eLt? C oast, for the 
Ohanoe of Adrimtoges wth 

great doubt of success m Bengal, where fhp p? J, “ • > cannot he greater 
than it is at present, and it is thereforp j fhit in tbs situation of 

-Affidrs in future sliould require W 
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That the Troops shall he so recall’d; and if the Eort of Calcutta when retahen 
shall he deem’d with' a proper Garrison tenable, that Garrison and a Guard Ship 
he left there after the recalling the Troops. 

It was then taken into consideration hy the Board how far it is consistent 
with the Respect due from one Presidency to another, to keep a Body of Troops 
sent to Bengal under our own Directions instead of putting them under that of 
the Presidency of Bengal as the Company’s Establishment of the. respective 
Presidencies makes them independent of each other. 

The Board are of Opinion that too great Respect cannot he paid to every 
Establishment made hy Our Hon’hle Masters, hut in the present circumstances, 
if ever it appears to them that the great Law of necessity must overrule all 
others, and as the necessity of keeping what the Company have is evidently 
and infinitely the Superior Consideration, the Board are unanimously of Opinion 
that the Troops now to he sent to Bengal he kept under their own Power. 
And as this is thought hy the Board a justification sufficient for their Conduct 
in the present measures, they decline corroborating it with the Company’s de- 
claration at the loss of Madras, when they declared that none of the Gentlemen 
of this Presidency remain’d in their Service after the loss of the Place. This 
consideration as equals only to the Gentlemen of Bengal, the Board do not pre- 
tend to determine on. 

The above reasons make it appear Conclusive to the Board that the present 
Expedition he put under the Command of an Officer in the Service of the Com- 
pany ; and this is thought to be made more materially ]jece8sary as thereby the 
Steps which in case of the expected Success may be thought proper to he taken 
for the benefit of the Company’s Interest will he indisputably placed in the 
Power of their Servants who will he subject to our Orders, 

Ajiother consideration that evinces the necessity of putting the Expedition 
under the Command of one of the Company’s Officers is, that in ease the Nabob 
should not by -Treaty make ample Reparation for the immense Damages the 
Company have sustain’d by his Violences, it is the Intention of the Board to re- 
imburse the Company as far as possible by Reprisals. But as the Board are 
uncertain whether the Laws direct any and what distribution of things ac- 
quired by Arms, The Duty they owe the Company demands that a Matter of 
such Importance be not left in doubt and liable to Contest when they may have 
it in their Power to secure the property of such Acquisitions to the Company 
by employing their own Officers and Troops. 

It is therefore thought from the foregoing Reasons absolutely necessary 
to employ the Company s Officers & Troops. 

The number of Troops necesary to be sent being now taken under consi- 
deration. 

Agreed that Six hundred Rank & Pile be sent and One hundred of the 
Train. * o 

And as Colonel Clive has before offer’d his Services, he is now desired on' 
many Considerations to accept the Command which he very readily does. 

Agreed that Mr. Smith (one of the members of this Board) and Mr. John 
Walsh be join’d with Colonel Clive as Deputy from this Board for Conducting 
the Expedition, And that Mr. Maunsell accompany them to assist under their 
Directions. 

Mr. Smith being present accept the charge with alacrity. 

The Board then having taken under Consideration the Instructions and 
Powers necessary to be given to Messrs. Clive, Smith & Walsh. After much 
Debate, in which the^ retaining the Troops of the Expedition under our 
Command was the Basis of the Arguments, It is agreed that the Powers 
and Instructions so to be given be as follows. 

First . — That the Gentlemen at Calcutta be desired by us to form a Plan of 
a Treaty which the Deputys be directed to abide by the tenour of, and make 
the Basis of their Correspondence and transactions with the Nabob. 

Secondly . — ^That Colonel Clive be directed to proceed to all such Hostility s 
as he thinks will most likely bring the Nabob to those terms untill he has had 
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tlie success to do sOj Or untill he find utterly untill impracticahle, Or he is re- 
called hy us. 

Thirdly . — ^That the De'putys be desired to receive and attend to the Advice 
of the Gentlemen at Bengal, to Tveigh the same maturely, and if they think 
proper' to deviate from it in any respect that they have the Pou-er so to dp, but 
on Assigning Reasons to us to be transmitted to the Company. 

Fourthly . — That the Deputy s be directed to re-establish the Gentlemen of 
Bengal in Calcutta as soon as his successes shall render it proper, and that they 
do when the Place is in a Sufficient State of Security put those Gentlemen in 
Possession of all such part of the Company’s Effects as shall remain with 
them, and be of no further use to them. And that in case the Nabob should 
agree to a reasonable Treaty with the English, that they do put all the Posses- 
sions acquired by that Treaty under their management. 

This being Agreed upon as the Basis of the Instructions and Powers to be 
given to the Deputys. 

Agreed to write to ColoneT Adlefcron that We return him thanks for his 
readiness to move with his Regiment to Bengal, but as the Power of recalling 
him at an Emergency seems to be attended with an uncertainty of which our 
own Situation will not admit of the least. And as we should run the risque of 
incurring the severest displeasure of Our Masters should We put the property 
of the acquisitions that may be made in Bengal into any manner of doubt or 
Contest, when W e can keep it in our own Power to reimburse the Losses they have 
Sustain’d with such Acquisitions, by employing their own Officers & Troops, We 
do therefore purpose sending a Body of the Company’s own Troops to Bengal. But 
at the same time that it wiR give Us a particular Satisfaction if he will let any 
part of His Majesty’s Regiment he join’d to them provided they are Commanded 
by an Officer who by his Rank can serve under the Command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Clive, And that we request he will let His Majesty’s Artillery with the Offi« 
cers & Train thereunto belonging to proceed down on the Service of the Expedition, 
as by the nature of the Nabob of Bengals Forces We think that the Success of 
the Expedition will greatly depend on the Service of the Field Pieces, acquaint- 
ing him at the same time that we have Eight Six Pounders now in Garrison 
and expect several more- by the first Ship &om Bombay to replace His Majesty’s 
Train. 

Agreed to write to the Gentlemen at Fort S‘ David to send up Five Com- 

To \TTite to S' David for some seapojs Hilitary and pauys of the Seapoys there, who are to 

march overland under the Command of 
Kenjah Sing, and that they also Draught from their Garrison Seventy of the 
Military and thirty of the T^ain, and send them hither by Sea Conveyance, with 
Captains Campbell & Callender of the Military, and Lieutenant Brooke of the 
Train. 

««««««« 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNET. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL^ PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHA® BOURCHIER. 

22. Sent the following Letter to Colonel Adlercronl ' 

955 r D. -r.’r' 
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I'o — J ohn ADi,RitciiON .Kfirf, ComiTiiiiiflor-in*Chief of UicLaiid Kdrcch' in Inriia. 

Sill, — Wo liavc I’cooiv’tl tlic favour of your Letter dated tlio 20''‘ lufitantt 
onolosing Copy of tlio Deliberations of tbo. Council of War of the same day, to 
which you have been pleased to refer us. 

Wo have a very sincere sense of your readiness to assist the Company’s 
Affairs express’d by your Consent to let the llcgitnent proceed fo Bengal. 

But as i.ho intention of warring with the Nnhoh of Bengal is hy no means 
the only ohicot of our Considerations in sending our Troops there, So tluiso otltnr 
Considerations have determined Us to think that there is now an alisolute 
necessity of putting all the Troops which wo may send under an Oflieor in tin; 
Service of the Company, who wo Icnow will implicitly obey the Orders he may 
receive from Us. 

The first consideration that has lead Us to this Determination is, that the 
Situation of our AITairs and the future circumstances witli whicli they are 
threatened make it absolutely necessary that Wliatcvcr Troops may now b(j 
sent do remain under our own Command, So as that wc may be certain of their 
returning to us at the very first warning without attention to any Jleprescnta- 
tions by whomsoever made. The Company’s Letters by the Ships just arrived 
convince us of the necessity of this Resolution. Now Sir to you we can only 
make Requesst, our own Ofliccr wo know wc can certainly command. In Times 
of such critical Importance, Wo beg you will permit Us, with all deference, to 
determine to bo at an absolute Certainty on the Power of recalling the Troops 
we may send. 

The Second Consideration that evinces to us the necessity of puttingthis Ex- 
pedition under the Command of one of our own Otljccrs is that our Intentions 
are in case the Nabob will not by Treaty make ample Reparation for the 
immense Damages the Company have sustained by liis Violences, Wc say it is 
our intention then to reimburse the Company as well ns we can hy wlmtcver 
Reprisals wo shall be able to make. We can in this Consideration likewise 
only make requests to yon, but, as wc do not protend to be com])ctcnt .Tudges 
of the Laws in such Oases Wc may venture to say that we believe tluTc are 
no regular ones, wo shall run the risque of incurring the severest Displeasure of 
Our Masters should we, when wo could keep it in our own Power to reim- 
burse the Losses they have sustained with the acquisitions made by the Troops 
whom their money is to maintain, should we, we say, put the properly of 
those acquisitions into any manner of Doubt or Contests. 

Permit us Sir at the same time to acquaint you that it will give us a par- 
ticular Satisfaction, if you shall think proper to let any part of His Majesty’s 
Regiment be join’d to our Troops on this Expedition, provided they are com- 
manded by an Officer who by his Rank can servo under the Command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Olivo, whom wo have appointed to the Command of this 
Expedition. 

We are necessitated in behalf of the Welfare of this Expedition & of the 
East India Company’s Affairs to request of you to permit His JEajesty’s Train 
of Artillery, with Captain Hislop’s Command to proceed with Colonel’Clive, as 
the success of this Expedition will in the greatest measure de])cnd on the Ser- 
vice of the Artillery, of which our own Store is not sufficient by tlie Disap- 
pointment of those intended for us by the Dodington, & the whole of a lai-n-e 
Train of Artillery sent to Bombay and detained hitherto by Mr. Bourohier. 

, We have the Honour to acquaint you that we have in the Garrison Eight 
6-Pounders & expect several more from Mr. Bourohier by the first conveyance 
which will be ready to replace those, we now request of you, and which are 
already embarked on the Marlboro. 

Permit us to request as tlm lateness of the Season now makes every hour 
of Consequence to be favour’d with an immediate answer to this address. 

We are, 

Sill, 

Tour most obed‘ humble Serv*’, 

PoTiT S’ Qeougi?, G. PIGOT, Council. . 

The Sept' 1766. 
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. ■ “Wednesday, the. sand Sept. :r756. 

. . .At. A Consultation, .Present.: 

George Pigot, 'Esq®, Governoiir President. 

Robert Clive. 

Henry Pownet. 

William Perceval. 

.Stringer Lawrenoe. 

Robert Orme. 

■John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

The President acquaints the Board that the Select Committee have receiv’d 
a Letter from the Hon’ble Court of Directors by the Chesterfield and Walpole 
dated the IS'’* Pebruary last of -which the following is the 3? Paragraph o&‘ 

“ In the present dangerous Situation of Affairs we have thought it highly 
“necessary to appoint a Select Committee at Port William with 
“ Similar Powers to those you and the Select Committee at Bombay 
“are invested with, to transact Affairs and take such measures as 
“ shall best conduce to the Protection and Preservation of the 
“ Company’s Estate, Rights & Priviledges. The said Committee is 
“ composed of Roger Drake, Esq% with whom therefore as well 
“as with the Select Committee at Bombay you are to correspond & 
“act in concert for the General & particular Protection of the 
“ Company’s Trade, Possessions and Rights wherever & whenever 
“ they may be in danger. 

The Board being of Opinion that the Transactions for re-establishing the 
Company in their Rights & Priviledges at Bengal do properly fall under the 
Direction of the Secret Committee by virtue of the foregoing Paragraph. It is 
therefore now referred to the said Committee to do therein as they shall think 
proper, and that they may be fully inform’d of the steps that have already 
been taken. 

Order’d that a Copy of the Letters receive’d and sent and of all the resolu- 
tions of Council any ways relative thereto be delivered to the said Commitee. . 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT OLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL^’ PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OHA® BOURCHIER. 


deceived from Admiral Watson the following Letter. 

Gextlemicn, — B y a report made me this morning of the defects of the 
Kent, 1 lind she is in so bad a condition that she cannot proceed to Sea, 
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mthont dismounting several of her Guns from her extreme parts and clearing 
heriof all Stores, and I believe part of her Provisions, and even then she ■will he 
a very improper Ship to encounter a Gale of Wind ; however as you are desirous 
the whole Squadron should proceed on the Expedition to Bengal, and as it’s a 
Service of the utmost consequence to the Oompanys Affairs, I am willing to 
risque the Kent. But I must first desire you will not think of sending home 
the Chesterfield at this time, hut order her Captain to receive such Stores and 
Profusions as is necessary to be taken out of the Kent, and indeed most of the 
Ships must part with before they proceed up the River Bengal. 

I make no doubt Gentlemen, as the safety of a number of His Majesty’s 
Subjects depends on the detention of this Ship, you will readily comply with 
my request, and I beg leave to say I was sorry to hear you had any thoughts 
of sending home the Chesterfield before the Expedition was over, as the num- 
ber of Troops I hear you intend to send could not have been carried without 
her Assistance. ' . ' 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Poet S* George, Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

« , 

Sep* 17B6. OHA® WATSON. 


To— the President & Council of Fort St George. 

^ ® 

28**“ Sent the following answer to Admiral Watson, 

To — Charles Watson, Esq** 

Eear Admiral of the Hed and Commander.in-Chief of His 
* Majesty’s Squadron in India. 

Sir,— We have been favour’d with your Letter of this date,' and are under 
very great concern to hear the Kent is in so bad a Condition as to oblige you 
to ease her by dismounting part of her Guns and clearing her of some of her 
Stores. The Marlboro who is intended to proceed with the Squadron to Bengal 
will We believe take in near all the Stores We have to send, so that the W'alpole 
which is the largest of our Ships can doubtless take every thing aboard that 
you may see proper to Transport from the Kent, The Guns and Weighty 
Stores will be of service to her as we should otherwise be obliged to send a laro-e 
quantity of Ballast aboard. We please ourselves with the thoughts that these 
two Ships -will answer all the purposes you mention, should they not, there is a 
private Ship now in the Boad which might be hired for a Storesbip on His 
Majesty’s Account, which We take the Liberty to acquaint you with, as We think 
it would be very detrimental to the Company’s Affairs to deprive them of the 
benefit of a Cargo from hence at this time. 

We are. 

Sir, 

Your mpst Obedient humble Servants, 
Fort S’ George, GEORGE PIGOT. 

The 28th Sept' 1756. ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRING® LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNET. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHAs BOIJRCHIER. 
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Arrived His Majesty’s Ship Bridgioaier Captain Henry Smith from Fort 
„ S‘ David -with a General Letter from 

thence dated 28“' Instant. 


At a Consultahon, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq“, Governour President, 
Robert Clive. 

Henry Potvney. 

■William Perceval. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

Robert Orme. 

John Smith. 

Charles Rourchier. 

The Book of Stnuding Orders lying on the Table. 

The Minutes of last Consultation dated the 39th Ultimo read & SignM. 

«»««*« *E 


The President acquaints the Board that the Secret Committee think it 
^ . . . r .1 ini- necessary & therefore desires that the 

Board will grant a Commission appoint- 
ing Robert Clive, Esq’, Commander-in-Chief of all the Troops sent and to he 
sent on the Expedition to Bengal, and in case of his Death or Absence, that 
Major James Killpatrick succeed him in the said Command. 


Order’d that a Commission be drawn out accordingly. 

The President also reports from the Secret Committee that Four I^acks of 

Report from tlio Secret ComaiUee of money RupCCS wiR be neceSSary tO be Sent With 

wanted for the Bengal Expedition. present Expedition to Bengal, and 

that Forty thousand Rupees and three thousand two hundred and fifty Pagodas 
are now wanted for the charges of the Troops. 


Agreed that Four hundred thousand Arcot Rupees (4,00,000) be Issued 
-J * V- • VI of the Treasury to the Secret- Corn- 

Money order d to be usned accordingly, 1 .^ C il -T T. - 1 ... 

mittee on account of the said Expedition 
And 


That Forty thousand (40,000) Arcot Rupees be Issued from the Treasury 
and three thousand two hundred and fifty (3,250) Pagodas from the Cash Chest 
to Mr. John Walsh, Paymaster to the Bengal Expedition, for the Charges 
thereof. 


Order’d that the Allowance for Admiral Watson’s Table from the 1*‘ May 
Adml. WnUon's Table Money to Ultimo Septr. to tO the 30“* Ultimo be paid, amounting tO 

seven hundred and sixty five (7(35) 
Pagodas. 


Agreed that Eight thousand Rupees be sold Mr.. Orme at the rate of Three 
o nnni, M w n . oeT huudred and sixtv seven Rupees (367) for 

8,000 RnpcesEoId Mr. Orme at 867. r\ i -i i i '' i- . 

One hundred (100) Pagodas amounting to 
Two thousand One hundred and seventy nine Pagodas, thirty fanams, and four 
cash (2,179-30-4). 


A Draft is now laid before the Board from the Accountant General of the 

Dmfttromtbe AcconntnntGeneral. ^^frs CoUlt for ^0 hundred and forty 

eight Pagodas, thirty three fanams, and ten 
cash (248-33-10), And Three hundred Arcot Rupees (A R* 300) payable to John 
Palmer Account the Estate of Captain Thomas White Deceased. Order’d th. 
the said sums be paid out of the Treasury. 

955 F D. 
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The President reads the Cash Account for last month, as entered hereafter. , 
^ , . . Ballanoe then remaining compared , ‘vrith 

Cash Accoant for Septr. read. l n j it 

the. Chest fourteen thousand seven hundred 
and one Pagodas, twenty-four fanams, and fifty -nine Cash. (14, -701-24-69) which 
is carried forward. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ROBERT ORME. 

WILL” PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 

CHA® BOUROHIER. 
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N" IIS. 

To THE HOi^BLE GEOEGE PIGOT Es(iB • 

PRESIDENT & GOVEllNOUR OF FORT S® GEORGE &o COUNOILb 
HoSble Sm & SiBS 

It is with the Utmost Concern Wee now inform you that Fort Williain 
was taken by the floors the 20“* ult®, the rise of these Troubles are as follows : 

The Nabob under various pretences Sent a Guard upon our Tactory at 
Gossimbuzar to stop our Businessj as is customary in this Country, when they 
have any demand on the Europeans, and dayly increased the force till the 
Eactory was surrounded by his whole Army which, by the most moderate com- 
putation, consisted of 10,000 Horse, 20,000 Ragepout Gun Men and a large 
y'rain of Artillery, and then demanded Mr. Watts to go out and see him ; the 
Nabob’s Duan who commanded the Van of the Army Writing Mr. Watts a 
Letter that He might go out with great safety, that no Harm shou’d happen, 
and that He wou’d introduce him to the Nabob, upon this We thought proper 
to send the Surgeon of the Factory to the Duan and he gave him the same 
assurances and sent him back with a considerable Person & a present of 
Beetle (w®** is esteemed a pledge of Faith) to accompany the* Chief to the 
Nabob. Accordingly, Agreeable to the Unanimous Opinion of the Gentlemen of 
the Factory and Officer of the Garrison, the Chief went and was introduced to 
the Nabob, who immediately Order'd him into Confinement, and insisted on 
his giving an obligation that in Fifteen Days Time the Gentlemen of Calcutta 
shou’d level what New Works they had raised, deliver up the Nabob’s Tenants 
who had fled for protection there, and that if it cou’d be proved that we had 
falsified the Company’s Dustuk by giveing them to those that had no right to 
them. We shou’d pay back what the Government had suffered by Loss of 
Dustuk. The Chief being in tbeh hands was obliged to sign this. They then told 
Him that his signing was of no Consequence without the rest of the Council 
(accordingly upon the Surgeon’s returning to the Factory and acquainting Mess' 
Collet & Batson that it was necessary they shou’d go to the Chief in order to 
make an End of the Affair, they went and were detained Prisoners, nothing 
more being said about the Obligation the Chief had signed). The Chief solemnly 
Asserts that he told the Surgeon to let Mess'® Collet & Batson know He did 
not think it adviseable for them to quit the Factory. The next Day Wee were 
order’d to deliver up Our Cannon & Ammunition w®’* we complied with in hopes 
entirely to pacify tlie Nabob. The Army then drew off from the Factory. Mr. 
Batson was 'sent back to the Factory & Mess'® Watts & Collet kept prisoners 
in the Camp, w®'* then bent its March towards Calcutta We have since heard 
all the Godowns at Oossimhuzar were sealed up with the Nabob’s Seal, and the 
Soldiers remaining in the Factory carried Prisoners to Muxadabad. 

As the Chief’s going out of the Factory may perhaps appear extraordinary 
We think it necessary to give Our Reasons for taking such a step— it has been 
always Customary in Bengal for the Chiefs of the Subordinates to visit the 
Nabobs of the Prevince, and We had great reason to believe, that on paying this 
visit we shou’d be able to accommodate Matters and prevent his March to 
Calcutta. If We had refused, our Factory must inevitably have fallen into their 
hands with all the Company’s Effects outstanding in Bengali, Our Garrison 
being in no Cond.ition to make a defence against so large a Force, Our Factory 
being surrounded on Three sides by Houses which Overlooked Our Bastions & 
some not thirty yards fro‘m the Bastion most of our Guns were Honey-Combed 
& Carriages rotten though we had repeatedly Indented to Calcutta for new ones. 
Our Garrison consisted of about 60 Soldiers ndost of which were Black Porte- 
gueze— We had about 80 Maunds of Powder, but few or no Shot or Granades. 
We might possibly with this Force have held out 3 or 4 Days which wou’d not 
have prevented the Consequence that have since happen’d, and We undoubtedly 
shou’d have been blamed for having commenced a War with the Government 
and We are very sensible had the Gentlemen of Calcutta thought proper to treat. 
Affairs might have been accommodated even when the Nabob was on his 
March. 
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We can give no certain Account liow Ca-lcutta was taken We being then 
Prisoners in the Camp, but we have since heard the Governor, Commandant 
and several other Gentlemen of the Council with part of the Garrison! quitted the 
Port and retired on Board their ships wo^i flung the rest into Panick & Confusion, 
■w* occasion’d the Port to be surrendered to the Moors. We hear Mr. Holwell 
was taken Prisoner in the Port and is in Irons. We have no certain News of the 
Pate of the other subordinates, but it is reported they are Plundered. Most of 
the Company’s Servants that remained when the Governor &** went away were 
either killed or have since died by iU usage. 

We shall address Tour Honour again when we can do it with more 
certainty. 

We were rdeased about four days ago and agreable to our desire were 
delivered to the Care of the Prench who has the Nabob’s Orders to send Us safe 
to Madrass. Inclos’d is a Coppy of a Letter froin the Nabob to the Director of 
Chandernagore as also one to the Governour, Port S‘ George. TheCivilitys that 
we and all tke English have received from this Settlement requires the greatest 
acknowledgments. Lest any false reports shou’d reach Your Honour We 
can assure you that to the best of our knowledge the Prench have given no 
Assistance to the Country Government but have sufPer’d greatly themselves 
having been obliged to pay 40,000 Rupees and the Dutch as much or more. , 

We beg the favour of your Honour &“ to represent to Our Hon’ble Masters 
our distres’d situation by the first Conveyance, and We hope from their Candour 
that the part we have acted will not be disspprov’d of, as we are conscious, to 
Ourselves that had the Governour & Council made any proposals to the Govern- 
ment, Affairs might have been accommodated, Port William subsisted, and their 
Effecte at the Subordinates and the Aurungs safe — but by all Accounts they were 
as averse to any Terms of Peace as they were incapable of War. 

GKAarSERNAGOBE We are with respeet 

July 1756, Honble Sir & Sirs 

Your most obedient humble Servants 


W“ WATTS 
M. COLLET. 


N" 115. 

Chandernagore 6*** July 1766. 

Hof^BLE Sib & Sibs, 

Enclosed comes Duplicate of Our Letter of the 3'“ Instant since which we 
are informed that the Dacca Pactory was surrounded and. the Gentlemen Obliged 
to surrender, that the Prench Chief has received them into their Pactory till 
he has the Nabob’s Order concerning them, that Mr. Amyatt has marde his 
escape from Luckipore with Effects of the Company to the amoun t of ^about 
60000 Rupees, Mr. Boddam from Ballasore likewise with about 6 or 6000 Rs. 

We have been obliged to borrow money of the Prench Company for bur 
subsistance as We have lost every thii^ we had in Bengal, Vizt. Mr. Watts 
2000 for him & his family & Mr. Collet 600 Rs. for w®** We have given 
Receipts. As these Notes will be tendered to your Honour &“ from Pondicherry 
for payment, We beg the favour of your Honour &“ to Honour them, and in 
case the Company do not think proper to make Us any allowance. We shall with 
■pleasure repay the sum advanced. Enclos’d is a List of what Gentlemen are 
bn Board of the English Ships in the River. 

We are with respect 
HoSble Sib & Sibs 
Tour most obedient humble Servants 
^ W“ WATTS 
• M. COLLET 

To the HoSblb Geoege Pigot Esq’ 

&” Council of Port S‘ George. 



HoSblb Sir & Sirs 

Since our last We have received a Letter from the Gentlemen on Hoard of ’ 
the Ships at JPulta, Copy of We inclose, as also Copy of a Letter they desire 

to he translated into Persian & sent to the several great Men about the NalmH 
for permission to re-establish the settlement. 

We must beg leave to observe to your Honour that We wrote to the 
Governour & Council of’ Calcutta when -we were .at Hughly (which was the 
first opportunity we had) that if they wou’d send a proper person or Empower 
Hs We flatter’d ourselves that We shou*d be able even then to accommodate 
Matters for a sum of Money— We are not certain hut are inform’d that That 
Letter was receiv’d and an Answer wrote Importing that after the Affront the 
Nabob had given of sealing up the Oomyany’s Effects and Confinino- their 
Servants at Cossimbuzar they cou’d not think of coming to any Terms of 
Accommodation. We are inform’d likewise by Cossenant, one of the Companv’s 
Banyans that Ommichund & some of the Principal Merchants offered to con- 
tribute considerably towards making up Affairs, Coja Wazeed the greatest Mer- 
chant in Bengal who resides at Hughley and has great influence with the 
Nabob, His Duan told us that He went four Times to Calcutta in order to per- 
suade the Gentlemen to make up matters with the Nabob but was threatned to 
be ill used if he came again on the same Errand. 

We shall do all in our Power to get Permission to re-establish the settle- 
ment but are without any hopes of obtaining during the Life of the present 
Nabob. We therefore know of no other method but that of a Military Eorce 
which We hope your Honour &“ will be able to send sufficient to attack the 
Nabob even in his Metropolis as we hear a Peace is confii*med with Prance. 

There are 79 of our Serjeants, Soldiers & Others in the Hospital here 
who escaped from Calcutta and are provided with provisions & deaths by the’ 
Preach Governour & Council, who have been extmamly Humane to Us All and 
now maintain by Cbarrity near 3000 Poor Porteguese Men, Women & Children 
who were Inhabitants of Calcutta. 

Chandernagorb are with respect 

The 7“ July 1756. HoS’blb Sir & Sirs 

Xour most Obdt. humble Servts. 

W“ WATTS 
M. COLLET 

To THE HOS'BLE GEORGE PIGOT Esqn &oa COUNCIL OP PORT St 
GEORGE. 


To COJA WAZEED. 


Sir 

Belying on your favour & Priendship for the English Nation, We take the 
liberty of Addressing this Letter to you and intreat Uie Honour of your Aid 
and Assistance in Our present Situation, We hope by your means to be informed- 
in what manner W e may Address the Nabob for his permission to re-establish our 
Settlement at Calcutta. 

To whom can we apply in our present Circumstance, but to those from whom 
We have received many Marks of Pavour & Protection, & on whom we still 
depend. 
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due forms of respect. What can we say more ? but that we hope much from 
your Aid and Eavourable representation of the English to the Nabob. . 

We are with respect ‘ 

Sir 

• ' Toiir most obedient h’ble Servants 

EOGER DRAKE jtjn“ 

O. MANNINGHAM 
=W ERANKLAND 

■ W MACKETT 

P. AMYATT 
Tho® BODDAM 


To WILLIAM WATTS & MATHEW COLLET Esqm. 

Gentlemen 

We congratulate your safety at Ohandernagore. In our Situation We are to 
expect from you who have been so long in the Nabob's Camp the most Certain 
Account you are able to transmit ,us of the Nabob’s Determination respecting 
the English Company, & what effect you imagine an application to his principal 
Ministers and great Men would have in our Favour, for which purpose We 
shou’d be glad you wou’d let us know, who wou’d be the properest Persons to 
Address to, We are advised that Monickohund, Roy Doolub, Golaum Hossein 
Cawn, & Coja Wazeed are those who have the greatest Influence & in Conse- 
quence of that Information We forward you enclose’d Letters for those Officers, 
& desire you will endeavour to have an exact translate of them made into the 
Persian Language, & get them delivered with the Original. If you think it 
wou’d be proper to apply to any other Durbar Officers upon this occasion, We 
request you will point out the Persons, or, {if you judge it will answer the End) 
We should be glad you wou’d Address them yourselves in behalf of our Honble 
Employers, to interest them in our Favours. In hopes of opening a Corres- 
pondence with the Government, We have absolutely forbid any Hostilities being 
committed on any Moor’s Ships or Vessells which may arrive in the River, or 
giving any Offence to the Country People round about Us by which paciflck 
Measures on our side We hope for a favourable turn of affairs. 

We are 
Gentlemen 

< Your most obedient hble Servants 

ROGER DRAKE jun® 

C. MANNINGHAM 
W“ ERANKLAND 
W”MACKETr 
P. AMYATT 
THO® BODDAM 


Dated ON Board Ship Daddalay 
OPF Fulta 
the 6*’' July 1756, 
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No. 120. 

To THE HON'BLE GEORGE PIGOT 

PRESIDENT & GOVERNOUR COUNCIL OF FORT St GEORGE. 

HoS’ble Sir and Sirs. 

We liave received your favour of the IS***, and agreahle to your Directions 
Colonel Clive has delivered over the Charge of this Settlement to AlpYanilar 
Wynch Esq' and now takes his Passage for Fort S* George on Board the Bonetia 
Ketch. 

Enclose’^ you will receive a Copy of a Letter delivered Ds hy M'- Hugh Norrie 
Paymaster, and as We- are of Opinion that his request is very reasonable. We 
heg leave to recommend it to the consideration of your Honour and we 
shall wait your answer before We take any other steps for providing Materials 

Fort S‘- David 

88^ August 1766, 


N® 122. 

To THE HOS’’BLE GEORRGE PIGOT E'w 

PRESIDENT & GOVERNOUR Sc® COUNCIL OP PORT S* GEORGE. 

Ho5iBLE Sir & Sirs 

Our utmost Efforts have been employed to dispatch to you sooner the 
Intelligence of the Capture of Calcutta % the Moors acting under Orders of 
Souragge Dowla, the New Nabob, which Account we doubt not will have reached 
you before this can possibly arrive hy means of Pattamars from the Shrooffs or 
Foreign Nations. A Narrative of this unhappy event will be in our opinion 
faithfully related to you hy Mr Charles Manningham which we have not time 
to commit at piesent to writing. The above Gentleman We depute to your 
Honour &“ on the United East India Company’s behalf & require from his re- 
presentation that you will support us witli the whole force you can obtain on 
your Coast, Military and Marine, together with a sufficient quantity of Am- 
munition, Cannon and all other Warlike Stores, Military and Marine, which 
may enable us to reestablish Ourselves in these Provinces, which we esteem of 
the most Essential Consequence to the East India Company and Trade of India 
jn general. It is highly proper to represent to your Honour &“ that the 
English here were establish’d by Patent from the Grand Mogul! under whose 
Orders all Suhahs shou’d he dependant. But as your Honour &“ are well 
acquainted that this province was overcome hy Ally verde Oawn, who mantained 
his Conquest hy force of Arms so was it possessed hy his Grandson, who assumed 
the Title of Sourage Doula. Wherefore further to favour our Cause and just 
Complaints for Restitution & Right to the Priviledges granted Us by the Royal 
Phirmaund, We are to request you will without delay set forth to the Grand 
Mogull the Enormities committed hy the present Nabob on a Nation that has 
always paid due Obedience to the Tenor of his Phirmaund, nor infringed on its 
priviledgp.s, requiring and entreating by his authority to Re-establish Us in all 
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We are with respect. 

HoS’blr Sir & Sirs. 

Your most obedient hon’ble Servants 
ROBERT CLIVE 
A. WYNCH 
HUGH NORRIS 
RICH"* FAIRFIELD 
EOB‘ SLOPER 
CHARLES TURNER 
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our Rights, and that the loss sustnin’d hy the Company & Inhabitants of the 
Settlem* may he made good. We are at present endeavouring to open a 
Correspondence with the Principal Men, whom wo are inform’d the Nabob 
■attends to, in hopes to bring on a 'rroaty .untill we can, obtain succour, and that 
we may in some measure bo relieved from our present Distress, being in the 
utmost want of all necessarys of Life, and strict orders issued by the Govern- 
ment not to supply us with any provisions. The Dutch and Pl’ench are also 
prohibited giving us any assistance. Their sil.uation appears very precarious, 
and we are told the Prencli liavo wrote for a large Eoinforcemcnt from Pondi- 
cherry. Our Determination is to keep the River untill ■ W e are informed of 
your Honour &“ B.esolutions, and in case we are not able to procure any favour 
from the Government or shou’d be persecuted by the Enemy so as to bo oblig’d, 
to stand out to Sea we shall proceed to Vizgapatam, this we think proper to, 
mention as it may bo necessary that the Ships in their way to the Bay call there 
for Intelligence, which wo shall lodge there if we are able to procure any Oon- 
veyancesj for the Ingratitude oE our immediate servants has been such, that 
we are drove to the necessity of doing every individual office for ourselves, nor 
have been able to procure a Pattamar or a Persian Writer, and it is with the 
utmost difficulty we have hitherto kept together a sufficient number of Lascars 
to work our Ships, and are dayly apprehensive they will quit us the first Occa- 
sion. Wo have desired the Gentlemen atVizagapatam to provide & hold in readiness 
what provisions of every kind they are able to procure to bo put on Board the 
Vessells coming down hither. We request your Honour &“ to represent a full 
state of all the occurrences to Ilear-Admiral Watson, the Commander in Chief 
of his Majesty’s Squadron, and entreat his Aid and Assistance with the Elect 
which We hope may be able to proceed hither. 

Monsieur . LeBon (who had command of one of our advanc’d Batteries 
& defended the same very gallantly) accompanys Mr. Manningham, and will 
in Case of Accident happening to Mr. Manningham, deliver you these advices, 
We esteeming Mr. LeBon qualified to give you a Circumstantial detail of our 
Military proceedings, as also inform you of the various stores We arc in want of. 

As we imagine 'the News of this Capture will produce very bad conse- 
quences in England to tho Houble Company’s Affairs if they receive it without 
being inform’d at tho same time of there being a Prospect of our resetling in 
Bengal, We are to request your Honour &®" will alter your resolution for send- 
ing the Delmoar to Europe till you know the Success of the forces you may 
be able to assist us With. 

_ i 

We arc 

HoSbub Sih & Sirs 

Tour most obedient Servants 
ROGER DRAKE jon“ 

C. MANNINGHAM 
W« ERANKLAND 
M«MACKETT 
P. AMYATT 
THO» BODDAM 


Off Etjlta 
ihc 18'^ Jaly 1756. 


N“ 123. 

To THE UONBLE GEORGE PIQOT E'**" 

PRESIDENT & GOVERNOUR COUNCIL OP FORT S' GEORGE,. 
HoSblb Sir & Sirs 

You must naturally conclude the mind cannot recover it self in our pre- 
sent Situation to transmit you such a narration of tho Event passed by the = 
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Capture of Calcutta by 'the Moors, as the Circumstances thereof require to be 
penned with impartiality, which it shall be my strictest endeavours to set forth. 
Avhen I am eased of the Anxiety my Station has drawn on me. I am therefore 
now ' to entreat your Conclusions on any conduct may be suspended untill the 
Motives, Actions and Keasons for such Oui* Conduct are impartially set forth: 

Sloop Syren Opf ]?TniTA I am with great respect 

■the 14”' July 1756. HoJjble Sm & Sirs 

Tour most obedient Servant 

EOGER DRAKE jdn" 


To THE HON'BLE ROGER DRAKE E's“ / 

Cu ARLES MaNUINGHAM 
William Frankland 
William Maokett 
. Peter Amtatt 
T noMAS Roddam 

HoSble Sib & Sirs 

We have receiv’d your Favour of the G*** Instant from on Board the I>ad- 
dalay oil Fultah, and are obliged to you for your Congratulations for our safety. 
As wc were Prisonei’s all the time of our stay in the Camp it was little we 
coil’d learn of the Nabob’s intentions concerning the English, Only we heaid 
from all Quarters that he was -greatly irritated against your Honour parti- 
cularly the Govornour, against whom since the taking of the Place his Expres- 
sions have been very harsh, and ho has throatned both French & Dutch with 
Extirpation if they assist you with any Provisions. Therefore we are without 
any hopes that an Application to the great Men will have any Effect at present, 
though had your Honour &” thought proper to treat before the Nabob reached 
Calcutta we are pretty certain a sum of Money wou’d have made all easy, 
prevented the Loss of the Settlement & the ruin of many Thousands, & we wrote 
to your Honour &” to that Purpose When we were off Hughley, the only 
op])ortunity We had while in the Camp & are informed the Letter came to hand : 
and a Proof that the Nabob’s intent was to accommodate Matters, was that he 
touched none of the Company’s Effects at Cossimbuzar except the Warlike 
stores — shou’d the Nabob think fit to permit the English to return & resettle 
we are affraid it wou’d be not only ivith the Loss of all their Priviledges but 
on such shamefull Terms that Englishmen we hope will never consent to. 
And wc likewise think that after your Honour & the Majority of you had 
quitted Fort William which still held out, your Power as a Governour & Coun- 
cil from that moment ceased, and we are of Opinion that you have no Authority 
to indemnify Us for acting by your Orders in Case your future Measures shou’d 
not be approved of by Our Houble Masters. For the above reasons we have 
declined delivering the Letters. you sent us. 

We hope you will on serious Consideration excuse us for being so cautious 
in an Affair of such Consequence. 


Chandernagore 
July S'* 1766. 


We are with respect 
HoffBLB Sir & Sirs, 
Tour most obedient h’ble Servants 
M“ WATTS 
M. Collect 
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To' William Wattis & Mathkw Cor, u:t Ks-q" 

Gent* ' . 

Your letter of the 8“* Instant came to Hand this Morning, and We now 
protest in behalf of our Hofible Employers against you William Watts and 
Mathew Collet Esq” for declining to obtain Translation and Delivery of the 
Letters enclosed under your Cover to Moniok Chund, Roy Dooloh, Golam 
Hossein Oawn & Coja Wazeed, for all Damages and Wrongs which may ensue 
by the Deprivation of our Priviledges as contained in the Royal Phirinaund, 
and do now possitively direct you to follow the Instructions Wo gave you in 
our Letter of the 6*'* Instant having been advised to take that step. & esteeming 
it ourselves as advantagious and for tho Interest of the Hofiblo Company. 

Wo are 
Gent* 


Ope Eulta 
the W’' July 1756 


Your most obedient h*’'® Sert'ants 
ROGER DRAKE jun’’' 

C. MANNINGHAM 
W« PRANK-LAND 

W" MACKETT 
P. AMY ATT 
THO® BODDAM, 


To THE HON’BLE ROGER DRAKE E'l* 


Ohahles Manningeam \ 

William Pbankland i 

William Mackbtt >E.sqrs. 

Petbb Amtatt \ 

Thomas Boddam / 

HoNblb Sib, & Siks 


We have receiv’d your Letter or Protest dated the 13*'' of July 1756 and 
are surprised you should Protest against Ds for all the Damages & Wrongs 
which may ensue hy the Deprivation of our Priviledges contain’d in the Royal 
Phirmaund when we think We can with more propriety say that the Majority 
of you Gentlemen deprived our Honble Masters of their Priviledges as con- 
tained in the Royal Phirmaund when you incensed the Nabob to come against 
Calcutta and then deserted the Place, & fled on Board your Ships, which In all 
probability & by all Accounts was the occasion of the Loss of the Place which 
might have been defended if you had staid, and by which step We are of opinion 
you abdicated your several stations and are now no longer to be deemed 
servants of the Company. But setting the above aside if we thought it had 
been for our Honble Masters Interest we shou’d not have hesitated a Moment 
getting the Letters Translated & Delivered, but if you at this time took on 
yourselves as a Governour & Council, you must of course allow us our Stations, 
in consequence of which We are perauaded We have a right to Dissent and 
make our representations against any of your measures which we ibinTr con- 
trary to the Interest of our Employers, as an application at peresent We are of 
opinion is, and that it wou’d be more advisable to wait to see what steps the 
Governour & Council of Madrass may be able to take to re-establish the Com- 
pany’s Affairs and Credit in Bengali. We having advised them of the taTriTig 
of Calcutta the 3* Instant by. express Cossids therefore we think an application 
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will be more efficacious and made with a better Grace when any Force m’rives 
from thence than it can at present. Whereas shou*d tbe Nabob now permit you 
to return into a ruined and Defenceless Town it may be with ah intent to re- 
plunder the Place and secure your Persons, for we are of opinion the Nabob is 
not to bo trusted, after Things have gone the length they have, and as a further 
reason, to imagine that your return inay be attended with , a risque, is, the 
harsh and inveterate manner in which the Nabob has express’d himself against 
Sir. Drake. 

Wo are credibly informed that when you wrote us you made application 
to those who had more Interest & Power to give weight to your Proposals 
than We, who by great Intercession had but just obtained our Liberty. On 
our coming to the Knowledge of this, our Intermedling We thought might have 
been rather hurtfull than any ways of service. However if after the reasons We 
have given you are still of opinion that the Letters you sent us ought to be 
translated and delivered we shall agreable to your Desire get them done and 
send them to the respective l?crsons directed except Golam Hossein Oawn who 
is turned out of the Province. We have no Power or Interest of our own to 
make applications, if w'e had, wo shou’d certainly have before made use of it for 
the service of our Hohblc Employers. 


We are with respect 
Hof^’BLE Sm & SiKs: 

Your most obedient hble Servants 
Chantjeunagouk W“ watts 

the July me. M. COLLET 
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Letter from Mess”. John Davidson & John Douglas. 

To— Robert Clive, l!sq'., Deputy Qovernonr of Fort S*. George. . . 

Dated Fort S‘. George, 4*'* July 1756. 

"Wo inclo.se open for your Perusal a Letter to IP. Watson wliipli trill make 
you acquainted tvith the advices received by the. Company’s Ships Suffolk & 
Stonmut. 

This moment tve have received your Letter of the 2'* with the copy, p£ M’. 
Watson’s to you and of M’. DcLeyrit’s to him. We inclose our Letters to W. 
Watson and to the Gov^ & Co. of Tranquehar open for your perusaL Our 
Letter to the King of Tanjore we forward direct. 

You will send off our Letters to M'. Watson and forward that to Tran- 
quehar as soon as you have perused them. 

We are, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 


Sir, — The Gentlemen of the Committee thinking with me that a Balleny 
or two erected as near the Seaside as possible at Fort S‘. David, with a few large 
Cannon mounted thereon, would not only very ctrectually Secure any Trading 
Shipping you may have in your Hoad in Case of War, hut even he a protection 
to the Ships of the Squandron should a French Fleet arrive that they judge an 
over jMatch for them. I have consulted Captain Brouheir who thinks so, 
and that the expence will he inconsiderable, you will please therefore to direct 
M'. Call to sett about this work as soon as possible, and lot the same he erected 
at such place he judges most proper, 

I am 
Sir, 

Fort S‘. George, Your most obedient Servant 

7“ July 17o6. (Sid.) J. Pigot 

Bobert Cute, Esq". 


Journal of Military Transactions in the Expedition to Hnghly. 

At 8 p.3r, a Detachment of 130 of the Kings Troops, the Grenad’ Company, 
^ and 200 Seapoys, embarked on hoard the 

nnuary < i. Bridgewater, King Fisher, Thunder Bom 

& other small Vessels in order to proceed up to Huglily, Cap*. King having 
a Party of 200 Seamen in the Boats of the Squadron, 

The unfortunately Grounded on the Sand off Perrin’s Gardens 

and notwithstanding her Guns & Stores were taken out the 


Jnnunry B'*“ 1757. 
Jannary G'^ 1757. 


She was not got off till the 

At 4 in the Afternoon when she proceed- 
edas far as Barnagur. 


Weighed with the Morning’s Flood & at 8 

J.™„ , I, .7. 

January 8*'‘ 1767. Qoj; -Qp as far as the French Gardens. 

At noon the Ships came to an anchor off Hughly & began firing in order 

Jiinnaiy S'*" 1757. 


landing 


O 
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to dislodge the Enemy from the Banks & 
Houses where they might annoy us in 
At 4 p.M. the Troops landed about 700 yards below the Fort under 
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cover of the ships, -which immediately after moved further up the River and 
anohor*d close to the Rort, 

The Troops on landing took possession of the Houses & Avenues leading 
to the Tort; got their scaling Ladders ashore, burnt the Houses before them, & 
lay in Coia Vazeed’s Gardens’ till the Breach was practicable. 

About 2 o’clock this morning the Troops marched up to the Port, and 

applying, their Ladders Scaled the walls ; 
January 10 *“ 1757. making themselves Masters of the place irC; 

less than an Hour with little or no loss, having placed sufficient Guards & pos- 
ted Centrys. round the walls to prevent a Surprize, they lay on their arms’ till day 


light. 


About 8 P.M. two Detachment were sent out, each consisting of 1 Captain, 

3 Suh“* 60 Europeans & 70 Seapoys, to 
Search the Houses and secure what Effects 


Janoaiy 11*'' 1757. 


of value might he found. 

Cap‘ Coote was sent out with a Detachment to reconnoitre Bandel, & pro- 
tect the Men of War’s Boats in bringing 
January 12 * 1757. Enemies they might find in 

the Creeks. 


At 6 this Evening, upon Information- that several effects belonging to the 

Moors & Bales of English Goods had been 
January la* i7o7. lodged by our Enemies in some empty , 

Store Houses at Chineera, and the Dutch Piscal signifying his approbation to 
Cap* Smith of our taking them by Porce, an Officer was sent with 30 men to 
place Centrys on such Store Houses there as the Informer should point out, 
which was accordingly done. But the Dutch Director, to our Surprize, denied 
not knowing any thing of such Effects, and refused to deliver them. 


The Detachment at Chineera was ordered back this Morning on an alarm 

that the Enemy had surrounded Hughly 
Port. 


January W** 1757. 


Having disabled the Enemies Guns (Carrying abroad such as were service- 
T demolished the Walls, Bastions & 

' Gateways and burnt all the Houses within 

& without the Port, we embarked again to proceed higher up the River. 

We landed & burnt the Gunges or Grenaries above the Portugueze 

Church. 

Sent out parties to burn on the other 
side the River. 


January 16* 1757. 
January 17** 1767. 


The Kings & Companies Troops disembarked from His Majesty’s Ships, & 
T went on hoard the sloops in order to- 

' return to Calcutta, where they landed 

next day, leaving the seapoys behind with Cap* Smith. 

January 28 * 1757. Prom this day to the 

We remained in Camp expecting the Nabob’s Army when we received 
Febru-irvsnow? Intelligence that the Van was advanced 

within 4 miles of us to the northward, & 
could discover their burning & destroying the Villages as they marched along. 

Early in the morning part of his Army appear’d on their march along 

February r 57 . leading from Dum Duma 

House to the Bridge, at the distance of 
2 miles, which they crossed, and proceeded to the Southward of our Camp, 
toward Calcutta, and several of their Horse came within about 400 yards of 
our Advanced Battery. About Noon, hearing that small parties of the Enemy 
■were got into the skirts of the Town, Captain DeLaBeaume was detach’d with 
80 Europeans, 150 Seapoys and two pieces of Cannon, to the Redoubt at 
Bogbezar, from thence to defend that part of the Town, & prevent the Ene- 
mies Plunderers from Annoying the Inhabitants, which he Effected, having 
kill’d a good number & taken between 80 & 40 Prisoners. 

At 5, the Major part of the Battallion & Sepoys with 4 Pield pieces ad- 
vanced towards the Enemy in order to harrass them in their march, and to 
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discover whether they were not mating some Lodgment in a wood within 
reach of oiir Camp, and as soon as we were a breast of this place they began 
a brisk rirc upon us from Kine pieces of Cannon, some of them thirty-two 
Pounders, Avhich they had placed to cover their march ; on this we immediate- 
ly formed & returned the Cannonademeut, which continued but a short time, it 
being Sun set. 


Y»'hcn we began ; the Enemy we soon discovered drawing off their Cannon 
& proceeding on their march to their Encampment, at the same time the Forces 
relumed to Camp ; the loss was inconsiderable on both sides, one Afattross 
and three Sepoys kill’d, and Captains Weller & Fraseir slightly wounded, eight 
of the Enemy’s* Horse were kill’d and as many men. 


This morning the main Body of their Army appear’d in sight in wdiich we 
„ , w’ere informed the Nabob himself was. 

iebruary 4 hnv\n^ the preceding day signifyed 

his Inclinations to Accommodate blatters, and desired Commissarvs might* be 
sent for that purpose, ^Icss” Walsh & Scrafton were accordingly dispatch’d 
with his Slossengcr. They came to the place the Nabob had .-ippointod but 
contrary to his promise he liad proceeded on his Slarch, and they did not got uj) 
with him till passing thro’ his Army in Camp, (avIucIi extended near 5 miles, 
from the Lake fronting our Camp at the distance of tAvo miles to the Hounds 
of Calcutta) they came to Amichund’s Gardens ; The Nabob & his Ministers 
behaviour to these Gentlemen seeming to require some decisive BIoaa- to bring 
matters to a conclusion, it aa’qs determined, on their Keturn, to attack the 
Nabob’s Camp, the next morning before day light, for which purpose M' 
Watson’s assistance AA*as requested and he sent Captain Warwick with bctAA’een 
_ , 6 and 6 hundred Seamen, Arho joined our 

Fcbr«ao-6 1-6?. Troops about 3 o’clock in the morning. 

Half an hour after we marched AAdth our Battallion consisting of 500 Europeans 
Bank & File, 800 Seapoys, Six Field Pieces and a HoAA’itzer with 70 of the 
Train, and the above mentioned Seamen, the one half of Avhich were Employed 
in dnaAving the Guns & carrying Ammunition, and the other carried Anns, At 
break of day aa'c arrived close to the Nabob’s Camp, before we were Challeng’d 
Avhen Ave received a brisk Fire from Several Quarters which was returned by 
our adA’anced Seapoys, the Enemy on this retreated, and we enter’d their Camp 
Avithout further Resistance, & pursued our march for some time undisturbed, 
hut upon our approaching nearer to the Center of the Nabob’s Camp & 
Quarters, our Battallion aa'us briskly charged by a Body of 300 Horse, almost 
Avithin Reach of Bayonet, and they AA-ere receiA'ed with so much Coolnc,»s & 
such a regular Fire, that fcAVof them Escaped; after this the whole Army began 
to encompass us in great Bodies, so we were obliged to keep up a constant Fire 
of Artillery and Musquetry to keep the Enemy at a distance. We march’d thro’ 
the whole Camp Avhich took up full tAvo Hours, sevenii charges were made 
AApon our Rear by the Horse but not W'ith equal courage to the iirst, about 11 
o’clock we arrived at the Fort, and in the afternoon set oat for Camp, Avliich Ave 
reached by 7 in the Evening. 


An unlucky Fogg prevented our Attack upon the Nahoh’.s Head Quarfors, 
AA'hich if successful! Avould have made the action much more dcirisive, hoAvevfr, 
as it AA-as, they suffer’d very considerably, the Seamen ct Seapovs iti the Bear 
distroying every thing which the Van ha’d passed : The Nabobs arrnv coiisi-fed 
of 20,000 Horse and 30,000 foot Avith 25 pieces of Cannon, and b*v the* k-st 
Account 1,300 were kill’d, & wounded 22 oEcers. including ofliccrs «onie of 
Avhich are of great distinction, upwards of 5P0, Avere eoimtcd on the spot with^ 
Elephants and a number of Camels, Cattle, See. * 


The Loss on our Side amounted to 27 3dilc-i 
Avounded, 12 Seamen killed & 55 wounded.” 


in the Battallion 


The apprehension of another Attack -n-.f that the Fncmr 
a. Constant Fire of great Guns & Sm-*!! - i. • 

decamped, the Nabob sending a - 

treat. ’ -sr-ge. .i. th» «>uiu: tinic 
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Wliilst tin's Tn'nty con(iiin'’(l llin EnPinys Army "wns OTicampud on the other 
side Dum Duma liridge, liaviiiij a lliver hetwefii the two Camps. 

Everythin"; was oonelnded and <he 
■iiriinri ,i,i. . Nahol) docauiped with his whole Army 

and hesan his Atareh to Mnxadahad. 


r.'l)niary M*’- 1757. 
Fi-l)ruary IS'i- 1767. 


We encamped about 400 Yards nearer to 
the water side. 

Crossed the lliver & Encamped ojiposite 
to Earnagul. 


To — The Hon’ble Gnonar. Picot, Esq'., fc™ MoinherB of thi* Sclfct Commitlcn of Fort S‘. 

Gcor'fc, 

Gentlejibn, — W o have received your Several Eavours of the 30“‘ April, 
27‘" May, 1G‘'' & 20*'' .June, the first of which cnclos(;d Copy of Part of a Letter 
from the Secret Committee in Eiijjland to your President, and attested Copies 
of several Husbul Hookums, 

We observe with concern, Gentlemen, that yon think wo ])aid no reirard to 
the Exigencies of the Oomjiany’s Affairs on your Coast by sulfering three of 
tlmir Ships to leave the River without rciurning a Single man of yonr Troop.s. 
AVe are persuaded you will alter your Seniinnmts wlnm you are informed of 
our Motives for keeping those Troop.s. Our Situation at that Time (notwith- 
standing appearances seem’d favourable) was extremely prce.arions. It is true 
we had concluded a Treaty of Peace with the Ksibob, but so far from thinking 

ourselves seeure of his 

Tenour of his Conduct made it evident to us he never de.signed to abide by the 
Terms of that Treaty, and that ho would again make an Attempt upon our 
Settlement, if we gave him Room to hope for Success by Sending away any 
part of our Eorce. The Capture of Obandernagorc by no means secured us from 
all Attempts of the French, as a very considerable Body of their Europeans and 
Seapoys bad escaped us, and were joined at Cossimbuzar under M'- Law. 
These we were well informed wore actually in the Nabob’s Pay, who refused 
to deliver them up. l\Ionsieur Pussy’s march towards these provinces was 
likewise generally talk’d of and expected, it being past all Doubt the Nabob 
had wrote him very pressing Letters to come, with promises of Assistance. 
Thus circumstanced, you must agree with us it would have been very impru- 
dent in us to have divided our Force, and left ourselves once more exposed to 
the Attempts of an implacable and revcngcfull Enemy. Such a proceeding 
w'ould have endanger’d the Loss of all the Advantages and Privilodges acquired . 
by the Treaty of Peace, and have rendered the Ellorts you made for our Rc- 
Establishment only an expensive Undertaking to our Employers. 

We fully intended however to comply wifb your Instructions for' return- 
ing part of your Troops as soon as we esteem’d ourselves getting on a Solid 
Footing, and W'ere under no further Apprehensions from the (lovernment, and 
had Hopes of sending you some of the Detachment from your pre.'sidency by 
tile Sliips bound thither in September from hence, but have been obliged en- 
tirely to lay aside all thoughts of parting with one single Man in order to 
support the Revolution effected in the Government of these provinces by the 
iVssistance of our Troops, & to preserve the advantages obtained by placing 
the Sway in the Hands of tlie present Subah. 

For the particulars of this Transaction we beg Leave to refer you to the 
enclosed Letter for the Hon"’'* the Secret Committee in England which we- 
send open for your Perusal. You will therein see the necessity we were under 
of breakiug with Sereja Dowla and setting up another in his Room, and the 
^-Translate of the Treaty made with Jaffer Aly Khan, the- present Nabob, trans- 
mitted to your Board will show you tow beneficial this Measure has proved to 
our Employers. The Preservation of the advantages obtained by this Revolu- 
tion for the Company, must be acknowledged of the utmost Importance, & 
such as merits the Attention of their servants in general as well as ours in 
particular. We are therefore persuaded you will not only think tis justifiabler 
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in the Resolution we have taken to keep the Troops sent us from your Coast, 
hut that you wiU further co-operate with us for the Interest of our Hon“"- 
Masters by not detaining any of the Recruits or Military Stores designed for 
this Presidency. This we are necessitated to • demand from the unsettled 
state of things at present in the .provinces, the new Subah not being so firmly 
establish^ but that some Disturbauce are expected as soon as the Rains are 
over, from the Northward. M'^* Law having got into the Territories of the 
Nabob of Oude, who threatens to revenge Serja Dowla’s Death, and as we are 
bound both by Treaty and our own Interest to assist JafEer Aly Khan to the utmost 
of our powers, it may be necessary to take the Held in October to oppose the 
threatened Invasion, which will leave us unguarded in Calcutta itself unless you, 
Gentlemen, acquiesce in the Request now made for detaining none of our 

Recruits. Add to his Men by Sickness and long Marches, besides 

what may fall (should they be obliged to engage the above mentioned Nabob 
assisted by M*^- Law his party) must very shortly reduce the number of our 
Europeans too considerably, to maintain the Respect we have acquired, if you 
keep our Recruits. We fiatter ourselves therefore, that as we both act for the 
same Masters and have the same Interest at Heart, namely the Company’s, 
which we think cannot be of so much Consequence in any other part of India 
as it is now of in Bengal, that you will give us all the Assistance in your power 
to support their Reputation in these parts and preserve the valuable acquisitions 
we have so happily procured for them, but which may be wrested from them 
unless we maintain a respectable Body of Troops, which will likewise be necess- 
ary to obtain a Confirmation from Delhi of the Grants made by Jaffer Aly 
Khan. You may depend upon it. Gentlemen, that the Instant we find our- 
selves in a State of Security and Tranquillity, we shall retm’n you every Man 
we am spare in Case your Exigencies require it. 

Herewith we transmit you copy of Articles of Capi- 

tulation at Eort D’ Orleans ; the officers. Civil and Military, Company’s Servants 
and Inhabitants made Prisoners at the Capture of it will be sent to your Settle- 
ment on the Marlbrdi and such other Vessels We can procure for them 
between this and the month of January ; on their Arrival we request you wiR 
find them Conveyances to Pondicherry. 

The Packet for the Secret Committee in England we request you wiU 
forward to Europe by the first opportunity. We are preparing the Deligent 
Schooner to carry home one copy of these advices, and shall send another by 
Marlbrd, who will be dispatched to your place the Beginning of next month. 

We are, 

GENTL^iTEN, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 
ROGER DRAKE, 

Port W tt.t.ta w, ROBERT CLIVE. 

13“ August 1757. RICH® BEOHER. 


Translation of a Letter from Coll. Clive to Idggdtseat Mahatabeat & Maheajah: 

Sesoopohusd. 

It is with great pleasure I find you so ready to make use of your Interest 
with the Nabob to come into Terms of Accomodation, & to settle the Troubles 
of this Country. 

It would be but repeaiang to you what you have heard from all Mouths, 
the Devastation & Ruin committed by Seraja Dowlat on the English. It 
would be unfolding a Tale too horrible to repeat if I was to relate to you the 
horrid Cruelties inflicted upon an unfortunate people to whom the Nabob in a 
great part owes the Riches & Grandeur of his Province : no less than 120 

. -Ss 
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People, the greatest part ot wliom were Gentlemen of Family and Distinction, 
being put to an ignominious Death in one Niglit, & in such a manner as was 
inconsistant with the character of n man of Courage of llnmanity ; s>«jh as I 
Iiavo always heard the Nabob ropresented to bo, and for this Ileason I believe 
it must have boon done without his knowledge. 

Under these Circumstances how can you expect Wo should any longer defer 
our Resentment, did we not send many Lotl,ors to the Nabob in J5xpectation 
that ho would have sent answers thereto, and com])licd with our just Donands ? 
Did AVo not wait many Days at Fulta without committing Hostilities ? Did 
not the Governor of Budjee Budjeo first declare War against the English by 
firing upon the King's Ship ? What could avo do but resent such Troatincnt, 

Notwithstanding these just Reasons of Complaint you Avill find us ready 
to conclude such a Peace as I think botli for the Interest of tho Nabob and of 
the Company, to Avhioli purpose I send you enclosed tho Proposals on Avhich 
wo are willing to treat. 

. As you are a man of Sense you will easily see tho justice of our Demands, 
and use your Interest Avith tho Nabob to induce him to coni])ly with them. 
In so doing you Avill got tho Name of a Patriot, and prevent tho Country from 
being made a Scone of Ruin and Destruction. 

You should consider that tho English are a great Naiion, and that a 
King reigns over them not inferior in PoAVor to tho Padcha himself. 

What Resentment will not his Imperial Majesty express when ho comas 
to hear of the Death of so many of his faithful subjects. 

You should likoAviso consider that tho groat Commander of his Majesties 
Ships is sent to represent him in Person, and that I have the same power as 
tho King of England’s Officer, and have my Commission signed by his own 
Hand. 

I hope you will not esteem mo vain in tolling you avo have had as powerf nil 
Enemies to deal with on tho Coast of Cormandcll, & been attended Avith 
success. The like may happen here, hoAA'ovor I hope tho Nabob Avill not reduce 
us to tho cruel Necessity of trying our Strength, for after all success depends 
upon God alone, who Avill aid and assist tho Injured. 


0. 0. Printing, Cnlcutln— No. ODd-F. D.— 17.2-93 -GOO. 



To tlie Hon’ble tlio Court of Directors for Affairs of the Uuited Compony'of Merchants 

of England trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it please Tour Honours, — 

It is with the utmost Concern We now inform, you that Port William 
was taken the 20*'* of June by the Nabob of Bengal, Grandson of Alii Verdi 
Cawn who died last April. The first Rise of these Troubles are as follows. 

Some time after bis coming to the Government he sent one Narran Sing, 
Brother to Bogeram, who is Nabob of Cuttack and Commander of the Spys 
(which in this Country is a considerable post) to Calcutta where he arrived pri- 
vately and in Disguise with a Letter from the Nabob to the Governor, which 
the Governour did not think proper to receive as it was presented in such a 
Way, but'turned Narran Sing with Disgrace out of the place. The Chief of Cos- 
simbuzar being' apprehensive that this might occasion some Trouble wrote to 
the Durbar Officers to prevent any Complaint being made to the Nabob, and the 
Affair was seemingly hushed up, but few Days were elapsed when he sent for 
our Vacqueel and told him he heard they were making Portifioations 
and digging a Ditch round Calcutta, and insisted that we should level our New 
Works and fill up the Ditch. TJpon the Vacqueels returning from the Durbar, 
aud acquaiuting the Chief with what the Nabob said, he wrote to him that he 
had not heard of any New Portifioations being raised or Ditch dug, and that we 
were apprehensive that our Enemies for their own lucrative Advantages 
had raised these Reports. To this Letter he returned no Answer, but sent a 
Perwannah to Calcutta ordering them to desist from fortifying,- and to level 
what new Works they had begun. He then marched to the Northward and 
gave out he was going to Patna. On his arrival at Rajamaul he received the 
Governour’s Answer, at which he was greatly insenced, and immediately ordered 
a Party of Horse and Gun Men upon our Pactory, and returned back himself 
with the greatest Expedition, with his 'whole Army, which encamped round our 
Pactory, and according to the most moderate Computation consisted of 10,000 
Horse and 20,000 Raiepouts and other Gun Men with a large Train of Artillery, 
and then demanded the Chief to come 'out and see him. The Nabob’s Duan who 
commanded the Van of the Army writing the Chief the Letter, that he might 
come out with great Safety, that no harm should happen, and that he would in- 
troduce him to the Nabob. Upon this we thought proper to send the Surgeon 
of the Pactory to the Duau, and he gave him the same Assurances, and sent him 
back with a considerable Person, and a present of Beetle (which is esteemed a 
Pledge of Faith), to accompany the Chief to the Duan who was to introduce 
him to the Nabob ; Accordingly agreeable to the Unanimous Opinion of the 
Gentlemen of the Pactory and Officer of the Garrison the Chief went and was 
presented by the Duan to the Nabob, who immediately ordered him into confine- 
ment, and insisted on his giving an Obligation that in 16 Days Time the 
Gentlemen of Calcutta should Level what New Works they had raised, deliver 
up the Nabob’s Tenants who hadfied for Protection there, and that if it could 
be proved we had falsified the Company’s Dustucks by -giving them to those that 
had no right to them. We should payback what the Government had suffered 
by loss of Duties. The .Chief being in their Hands was obliged to sign this. 
They then told him that his signing was of no Consequence without the Rest 
of .the Council, accordingly upon the Surgeons returning to the Pactory with a 
Eunuch of the Nabobs and two or three other, who acquainted Mess” Collet 
and Batson that it was necessary they' should go to the Chief and make an End 
of the Affair, they went and were detained Prisoners, nothing more being said 
about the Obligation the Chief had sign’d. The next Day we were ordered to de- 
liver up our Ammunition and Cannon, which upon Mature Deliberation we 
thought proper to comply with, in Hopes to entirely pacify the Nabob and pre- 
vent his March to Calcutta. The Army then dre'O’^ oft' from the Pactory. 
M’ Batson was sent back to the Pactory, and Mess" Watts and Collet kept 
Prisoners in the Camp, the Nabob then bent his March towards Calcutta, having 
ordered all the Godowns at Cossimbuzar to be sealed with his Scab and the 
Soldiers to be carried Prisoners to Muxadavad. 

lia F D. 



4 


from Coja Wazeed who delivered the Letter that -the Nabob seemed then satis- 
fied. Whether the Nabob applied afterwards to Calcutta for the Delivery of 
this Man we cannot say. 

Since writing the above Mr. Gray Jnn' one of your Honour’s Servants has 
given us an Account of the Attack and taking of. Calcutta, he being present the 
whole Time, which we now enclose, and here we must beg Leave to .inform your 
Honours that Mr. 'William Maokett’s Intentions was not to leave the Dort, 
hut his Wife having miscarried the night before, he thought it incumbent on 
him to see her safe on hoard a Ship, when he wanted to return hut would get 
no Conveyance though We are informed he offered a Thousand Rupees for a Boat. 
•Enclos’d is an Account of the Company’s Servants and Officers on board the 
Ships at Pultah. 

We have since the above received another letter Jrom the Gentlemen at 
Bultah which we now enclose with our Answer thereto. ,We hope your 
Honours will not blame our Conduct in this Affair, as what we have done was 
to the best of our Judgment and we flatter ourselves their Protest will have no 
Weight with your Honours, as we think they may with more Propriety be 
charged with what Damages and Wrongs. both have and may ensue by the 
Deprivation of the Company’s Privileges as contained in the Royal Phirmaund, 
And We are of opinion that the immediate Possession of Calcutta in its present 
ruin’d Condition can he of no Service to the Company, neither do we, think it 
adviseable or safe to trust any of the Company’s Effects there till a sufficient 
Porce arrives to defend the Place against the Nabob in Case he should think 
^proper to attack it again. We being of Opinion, as we. mentioned before that 
no Trust or Confidence can be reposed in him. 

We were released by the Nabob at Hughley on his Return from the Tak- 
ing of Calcutta, and were delivered to the Erench Governour of Chandernagore, 
from whom the Nabob ‘took a receipt for us, and ordered him to. send us safe to 
Madrass. We have received here the most humane Treatment, and have now 
no Soldiers and Sailors in their Hospital who are all supplied with Diet and 
Cloathing. 

We assure your Honours that the above Account relating to Ourselves and 
our Transactions is in every particular true and just, and what regards the Tak-* 
ing of Calcutta is from the best Information we could get, in which we have 
taken particular Care not to be deceived or Mass'd by Favour or Prejudice. 
We hope from your Candour that you will make Allowances For us as Men and 
consequently falliable for any Errors in J udgment we may have committed. 
We being conscious of having acted as Faithfull Servants, what we thought 
most for the Interest of the Hon’ble Company therefore flatter Ourselves we 
shall meet with your Future Favour, We being entirely ruined having lost 
every Thing even to our Oloaths and Necessarys. 

W e are with the greatest Respect, 

Chandernagobe, * May it please Your Honours, 

Jxihj the 16th 1756. J Tour Honours 

• Most Obe* & most Faithfiill Hum’’*® Serv*', 

W" WATTS. 

M. COLLETT. 

On the IT*** of June the Enemy Attack’d the Redoubt at Perrins, about 
Noon and at 3 O’clock fn the Afternoon 40 Men with 2 Field Pieces were sent 
to the Assistance of that Place where, in the Engagement, the Moors from be- 
hind the Trees & Bushes. killed 2 Europeans, one of whom was Ralph Thoresyy. 
About g O’clock an 18 Pounders came out to Perrins, .and the 2 Field Pieces with 
the Reinforcement that had been sent in the Afternoon went back to their 
former Stations. In the Night Lieut* Pocard who had the Command at 


PeiTias, Sallied out upon tlie Enemy & having drove them from their Guns, 
Spiked up -1 of them, and brought away some Ammunition. 

On the IS*'’ about 9 O’clock in the Morning our Outworks were attacked.- 
Siiiall Parties were dispatched to the Tops of some of the Highest Houses from 
thence to annoy the Enemy on their Approach. Amongst those Mess” Charles 
Smith, and Robert Wilkinson had the misfortune to he killed. Mon" La Bonne, 
who with a small Party was posted at the Gait bravely defended it for Six 
Hours, .till himself and most of his Menheins wounded, they wei:e Obliged to 
retire within tlic Battery at the Court House. In the Evening, the Enemy 
killing & Wounding several of our Men & surrounding us on all Sides, We 
were Ordered to retreat from -Our Outworks (after having spiked up our Guns) 
and take possession of the Church, Mr. Oruittenden’s, Eyres and the Company’s 
Houses, which We quietly kept all Night. 

The Enemy on the ^Ior.ning of the 19*’’ advanced upon us & still surround- 
ing us killed and wounded some of our Men. We were Order’d to retire from 
the Church and Houses we had taken possession of the Night before, & come 
within the Port. The Ladies and Wounded Men were sent on bo’rd the Ships. 
The Governoiir Mess** MauningUam, Frankland, 3Jackett, Command* Minchin 
Cap* Alex^ Grant, Mess” Cruttenden, Mapletoft, Sumner, Billers, O’ Hard, Rider 
Tookc, Senior Ellis, Vassmer, Orr, Leycester, Charlton, with several of the Mili- 
tary & Militia fled on Board the Ships and went down the River, which greatly 
dispirited our hlen. Immediately upon the Governour going off, Mr. HolweU 
Was unanimously chosen in his room (Mr. Pearkes who was his Senior in 
Council delivering him up the Charge of the Factory till the Troubles should 
cease). The new Governour made a Publick Declaration of his detesting Mr. 
Drake’s base Flight, at the same time encouraging the Military to hold out the 
Siege, with a promise of 3 Chests of the Company’s Treasure containing 2,400 
Rup* among them if they could keep the place. But upon so many of the 
Principal Officers leaving us, the Soldiers could not be hindered fron\ breaking 
in to the Rooms* of tho'se that were- gone & taking from thence what Wine or 
Spirits came in their Way, by which getting drunk they began to be mutinous 
& unruly. In the Night a Corporal and 56 Men, most of them Dutch deserted 
us and went over the Walls to the Enemy. 

Next Morning the Enemy-having got possession of the Top of the Church 
& Houses round the Fortj from thence gall’d Our Men with their Small Arms, 
killing Sevei*al of them, (among whom was Cap* Smith) and wounding many 
of our. Officers. The Church commanded our Walls in such a manner that the 
]\Ien could not stand to the Guns, and the Officers were Obliged to go about 
and present Cock’d Pistoles at the Soldiers to make them mount the Walls 
which were almost deserted, but they, whenever they wPre out of Sight, Skulk’d 
& would not get up. About Noon* the Governour & Council'thought it proper 
to write to the Nabob & Duan demanding a Truce and accommodation, but had 
no answer returned. The Ship Prince George which had ’hitherto lay’n before 
Perrins (from Whence our forces had been some Time withdrawn) was Order’d 
down abreast of the Fort, but in the Way • unluckily ran ashore by the 
misconduct of the Pilot Francis Morris, and was taken by the Moors. About 4 
O’clock in*the Afternoon, the Enemy call’d out to us not to fire, in Consequence* 
of which the Governour showed a Flag of Truce and gave Orders for us not to 
fire, upon which the Enemy in vast numbei*s came under our Walls & at once 
set fire to'the Windows which were stopt up with Cotton Bales, began to breake 
open the Fort Gate & Scaled our Walls .on all Sides. This put us in the utmost 
confusion. Some rushed out at the Gate towards the River to take possession 
of a Boat that lay half in and half out of the Water, and in an Instant it was so 
laden that it was impossible to get it off. In the mean time the Moors sur- 
I'ounded showed them signs of Quarter, upon which they delivered themselves 
up. Some of them went to the Nabob himself, and even by him pardoned, and - 
othersj Avhilst the Enemy were busy about the plunder, got into a Boat & went 
down the River to the Ships at that Time lying of Sermon’s Gardens. But 
most of those remaingd in the Fort were put into tlie Black Hole to the Number 
of 146 of whom 123 were Miserably Suffocated by the Heat, occasioned by so 
many being Shut up in so Small a Place. Among those that unhappily suffered 
were jMess” Eyre, Baillie, Coales, Dumbleton, Jenks, Riveley, Law, Jebb, Carse, 
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than he was made Prisoner & ‘the messenger returned to the Pactcry for 
Mess”- Collet & Batson*, the only two Gentlemen in Council at that time at 
Cossirhbuzar. He told them their Presence was necessary to undersign a Paper 
to which M*- Watts had set his Name & which _ without theirs would not bo 
valid. These two Gentlemen likewise waited on the Nabob. The latter was 
immediately made Prisoner & the former sent back to the Pactory with Orders 
to the Officer who commanded to deliver it up to whoever the Nabob should, 
appoint to take -possession of it ■w;ith Guns ammuntion &% .His Orders were 
conformed to & the Nabob took possession of it the C”*. This done Orders were 
issued for the March of tha Army towards Calcutta. Por the Particulars of 
the Siege of that Place & Port William we must beg leave to refer your 
-Honours to some of those Gentlemen who continued in the Port till it was 
taken. The Accounts we have vary much and are difficult to reconcile, all agree 
in this that many Brave men have died* miserably, whose Lives might have 
been, saved by the smallest degree of good Conduct & ResolutiSh in their 
Leaders. That M’' Drake refused list’ning to any Terms of Accommodation. said 
to have been proposed by the Nabob while at Hughly to avert the Storm 
which threatened the Colony is what we can hardly- credit. Tho’ this is confi- 
dently affirmed. In a Garrison so ill provided as it appears Port William- was, it 
would certainly have been eligible to have submitted to any for the Present, 
& to have waved his Resentment till a Change of Circumstances might enable 
biTn to gratify it & to Obtain such* as were more advantageous. The Nabob 
in his return from Calcutta after marching a number of his Men through 
Chandernagore & committing many Irregularities Extorted from the Prench 
the -sum of 3 Lacks of Rupees, & from the Dutch 450,000, and from the Danes 
60,000. The Prench have behaved with the greatest Humanity to such as 
have taken Refuge at their Pactory, & the Tenour of their Conduct every where 
to us on the Melaneholly Occasion has bpeh such as to merit the Grateful 
Acknowledgement of our Nation. The Sloop, which in our Correspondence 
with Mens' Courtin your Honours will observe we became Answerable for to 
prevent the ill Consequences of M'- Amyatts Seizing her at so* Critical a Junc- 
ture, is with her Cargo we are Informed Safely arrived at Chandernagore. 

2. It was on the' 23'^ of JJay as in a preceeding Paragraph we have 
acquainted your Honours that Cossimbuzar PaOtory was first Invested. It was 
the 9“* of June before we .heard any Letter from the Gentlemen in Calcutta as 
it was dated the 3'^ & in general Terms greeted us to be upon our Guard as the 
Nabob had taken Offence at some Works which were carrying on 'at Calcutta 
& .it was uncertain to what lengths his Caprices & Passion might lead him. 
Our Situation & the want of Embarkation rendered a Compliaince with their 
Orders of the 7“* Received the 12***. utterly impracticable. Por our Reasons fully 
deduced, we beg leave to refer your Honours to’ our Consultation of the 12'^ la 
these & our Piiblick Letters both which accompany this Address to your ’ 
Honours ( The Cbnsultation of the 3*^ and 6*’* excepted 2 copies of which have 
been sent to Calcutta, but the Originals we have not been ablg to get out of 
the Pactory) we have been sufficiently explicit. to enable you to Judge & 
determine on o.ur- Conduct & shall not enter into a further Detail. 

■ ’3. As your -Books & Papers are all in the Possession of the Nabob we 
cannot with Exactness inform you of the Loss you have Sustained at your 
Pactory at Dacca. If they will permit us to extract a few Minites from tlie 
Books we shall shortly be able to make it up, & your Honours may depend on 
having it by the first Occassion. 

4. As to ourselves We have 'dost everything. A consdiousness of having 
to the ufcmos.t of .our Abilities discharged our Duty to your Honours & the hopes 
of your Future favour, shou’d it appear to you we have acted in such a . manner 
as to deserve it, must for the Present Support us. Your Honours will do us the 
.Justice to believe that in the sun-ender of our Pactory without Resistance we 
have not been Actuated by any unmanly attachment to Life. Every necessary 
Disposition our Situation would admit .of, had been made, & while Port William 
Stood, our Ptesolution was taken to defend ourselves to the last Extremity. 
That gone, & all hopes of Assistance cut off. It is certain we might have died, 
or by exasperating an ungenerous Enemj*, exposed ourselves to Ignominy & 
.Torment, but this would in no .Shape have availed your Honours. 
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6. The French Gentlenren at Chandernagore & Cossimbuzar are warmly 
sollicitiug our Liberty. If we are so happy as to Obtain it, Ave purpose going 
tO’Madrass in the first Ship where we shall be ready, to serve your Honours 
in* any suitable Employment that your President &. Council there may point 
out to us till your Pleasure- is known. . 

6. Exclusive of the Gentlemen whose names Appear at the foot .of this 
Letter there are Pri.soners with ns here M' John Carlier, a factor of one year’s 
standing, M' John Johnstone just commencing. Assistants, Lieu‘ John Oudmore 
& Nathaniel Wilson Surgeon, SP William Sumner the Second at. this 
Factory,, absent at Calcutta by Permission & w^ho we hear is safe having 
been order’d on board Ship some days before the Place was taken. We advised 
the Gentlemen at Aladrass of this Unhappy Event as soon as we could collect 
any particulars which we thought carried an Appearance of Truth. 

* • 

- We are with great Eespect, 

Mat IX PLEASE tour Honours, 

Your Honours faithfull humble Serv’“, 

♦ 

RICH” BECHER, 

Fisom the French Fact(Srt LUKE SCE.AFTON, 

AT Dacca,. THOM. KYNDMAN, 

• 

’ ‘SAMUEL WALLER. 


To the Hon’blc the Court of Direotors for Affairs of the Hon'ble United Company of Mer- 
chants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it please tour Honours, — 

1. As it is probable a vessel may be dispatched for Europe by the Presi- 
dent & Council of Fort S^ George or some other Nation settled on the Coast 
and a Conveyance offering from hence to Vizagapatam. We think it our Duty 
to give Your Honours some Account of an Event -ndiich must be of the utmost 
consequence to your trade. It is with the greatest concern We find ourselves 
under the necessity of transmitting your Honours sueff Disagreeable news, & 
shall beg leave to confine ourselves to Generals for the present referring to a 
future Address for the particulars of the Affair. 

2. Upon the Receipt of your Packett by the Delmoar We thought it neces- 
sary to put ourselves in the best posture of defence we could, & for that purpose 
gave directions to have the Line of Guns towards the River repaired & strength- 

. ened. While -n'e were carrying on this work a Perwannah arrived from the 
Nabob Surajud Dowla (who had succeeded to the Government upon the Death 
of Aly Ver tie Oawn) forbidding us to Erect any new .Works*,’ or dig a Ditch 
which he was informed we were doing. 

■ 3. As we .esteemed this a A'ery unreasonable prohibition, The President 
made the following reply by the appi’obation and consent of the Board. That we 
were not erecting any new Fortifications, but only Repairing our Wharf which 
had' been much damaged by the Freshes, and that he. had been misinformed in 
regard to the Ditch, having dug none since the Invasion of the Marattoes 
Avhich had been executed by the requests of our Inhabitants and with the 
approbation of Aly "Ver de Oawn himself ; That we had received advice of there 
being a likelihood of a rupture between the French & us, & as they had disre- 
garded the neutrality of the Moguls Dominions in the last war by attackinff Mad- 
rass. We were under some appreliensions of their making some attempt upon our 
Settlement should there be a , Declaration of war between the -two Nations, for 
which reason we thought it .necessary tube, upon our Guard & make our place 
as defensible as we could. 

IIS F D. 
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*4 The Nahoh was at that Time enc&mped at Rajamaul, & the Gentlemen -• 
at Oossimhuzar a few days after infoimgd ns That he was much incensed &t the 
fore'^oin*' reply & had ordered their Tactbry to be In.vested with a party of 
Horsemen. This was confirmed in a second Letter from thein with advice t^at 
a lar°-e Body of Troops were actually placed upon them, & that, more were daily 
expected, for which Keason they desired a reinforcement of Military and a 
supply of stores. Another Letter from those Gentlemen advised us that Troops - 
were daily station’d on them', That the Nabob himself was returning from 
Rajamaul, That a Train of Artillery was ordered to he planted against them, & ' 
that he threatened to attack their factory as soon as he arrived. In this Letter •; 
they requested us to Complain against Hukumbeg & his Duan, for their Extor- 
tions of late years, as they look’d upon them to be the investigators of these dis- 
turbances. 

‘ 5. Upon the Ueceipt of this Letter, "We transmitted them a blank Arasdass ' 
for them to insert*the Complaint against .Hukuihbeg & his Duan,*as they who 
were on the Spot must he the best Judges what to write, and directed them to 
remonstrate in that Atasdass the injury done us in Surrounding our Factory 
upon so frivolous & unjust a pretence ; the falsity of which- he might be satis- 
fied of by sending a person to Examine & Report the works we were Carrying 
on. "We likewise order’-d them to endeavour all in their Power to Accomodate 
the matter, but on no Account to mention the demolition of any works ; That 
in the present situation of Affair we thought it mpre adviseable to Sopth the • 
Nabob than to provoke him, which sending up a reinforcement might occasion, 

& therefore we thought' it best to defer -the supply they had requested, & 
Directed them That in case the Nabob carried matters to extremity & attack’d ' 
their Factory to make the best defence they -could till the "Waters rose, and 
then to retreat with their Garrison to Calcutta. ■ ’ 


6. Two other Letters arrived from M'- Watts «& his Council with intelligence, 
of a further number of Troops having surrounded their factory, & that the 
Nabob was daily expected at Muxadavad, when it was imagined they would 
actually he attack’d. In the former of these Letters they informed us that one 

of the principal Jummadars placed upon them, told their Doctor, the Nabob - 
was angry with the English on no other Account than a Draw Brido-e we' had 
built at PeiTins & an Octagon at M*- Kelsall’s Garden, & that if we would destroy 
those works the Forces would be immediately taken off tlieir Factory. In con-- 
sequence of which information They gave it as their opinion. If the President 
would address the Nabob & promise to Demolish the Draw Bridge & OptaernTi ' 

7. This Letter wa^^^euli^consideration by the Board & for many 
strong .reasons it was judged more adviseable to promise the Demolition of 
those works than hazard a rupture with the Nabob at a Juncture that we were 
so little prepared for it. Accordingly an Arassdas's was wrote to that Effect & 
Triplicate of it forwarded to the Chief & Council at Cossimbuzar for them to 
-»et delivered. These Letters Mess"’ Watts & Collet -acquaint us were not 
received while the Factory remained in our Hands. 

8. On the 7‘^ June we received the disagreeable News of Cossimbuzar 
Factory being Delivered up to the Nabob, who had made M^- Watts a Prisoner 
upon his going to Visit them, that the Nabob on his arrival before Cossimbuzar 
demanded the Chief to come out & see him, the Nabob’s Duan, who Commanded 
the Van of the Army, writing the Chief a Letter that he Might come but with 
.»reat safety, that he would introduce him to the Nabob. Upon this it was 
thought proper to send the Surgeon of the Factory to the Duan, who returned 
& assured the Chief, he might go out with great Security; from these assurances 
& the Pacliowterah Droogah for Collector of the Customs being sent by the 
Diian to the Cljief with a present of Beetle & to conduct him to the Duan who' 
was to introduce him to the Nabob, he by .the advice & opinion of all the 
Gentlemen of the Factory and Officer of the ^Garrison went & was by the 
Duan: presented to the Nabob, who ordered him into confinement, & forced 

'him to sign a Muchulka to the following purport ; That we should give no 
Tirotcction to the'King’s subjects ; That We shouid, destroy any new Fortifica- 
tions we had raised & fill up the new Ditch', and that if it could be proved. We 
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‘ had granted Dustaclcs to aiijr Persons that were not Entitled to them, tlio Loss 
sustained by the Government in the Custom should be made good by the 
Company. These Letters likewise informed us the Nabob intended to march 
to Calcutta with his \Yholc Army ^Yhich now amounted to 60,000 Men, besides 
a very largo Train of Artillery. , 

0,. Upon the Pcceipt of this Intelligence, We thought it expedient to put 
our Town (■which was cxtremelj' ojjcn towards the Land) in the best posture 
of Lcfonco we eonld by tbrowhig up such outworks as the shortness of our 
Time would admit of, eonformablo to Plans laid before us for that purposh, 
which was accordingly executed. The Slilitia were likewise Summon’d & 
Train’d, and everything in our power prepared to sustain our attack in case 
the Nabob should be rash enough to carry matters to that extremity. 

10. The IC’’ of iTuno the Van of his Army appear’d before the Redoubt 
at Perrins, and about one in the afternoon attempted to force a passage that way 
in the Town, but were bj-avely llepnlscd by the Party stationed there, numbers 
of them being killed. Which made them decamp in the Night from thence, 
and Enter the Town from the eastward, at which quarter it was not in our 
power to ])rovcnt their getting in. On the morning of the IS**" They begun the 
attack of our Lines, and after a Vi'ry warm fire the whole Day, One of our 
Rat teries were obliged to Retreat ; which made it necessary to recall the rest 
that They might not be cut off bv the Enemy in the Rear. 

11. The next morning tbf?y commenced a bi*isk fire upon the Port which 
they continued the whole Day and great part of Sunday the 20“';' And having 
gained possession of the several JToiiscs near the Pac'tory and the Church,. They 
destroyed a great many of our Otllccrs & private Slen, who being harass’d out 
'with continual Dut}* & the Enemy overpowering us. with their numbers, the 
Walls were scaled on the Evening of the 20’‘‘, and the Port surrender’d upon ■ 
promise of their civil Treat inent of the Prisoners. 

12. We have now given your Honours a summary relation .of the Nabob’s 
proceedings at CossimhUzar, his March against Calcutta, the attack and capture 

’ of that Pfaco. 

1 13, There being sonic Country Vessels iu the River, such of the Inhabitants 
as could escape have been confined in them & suffered the greatest destress, 
most of them h.aving lost every thing they had & scarce sav’d the Cloaths on 
their hacks, wlii.ch has .induced us to take the liberty of maintaining them 
at Your Honour’s cxpcuco, which wc flatter ourselves will not be disapproved 
of. When it is considered how gonci'al the Calamity has been, «& what num- 
bers had it not in their power to subsist themselves by any means whatever. 

11. ^Oiir remaining here so long has been owing to our Judging it abso- 
lutely necessary to keep the River in order to rc-cstahlish ourselves in these 
Provinces, for which purpose wc have applied to the President & Council 
of Port S‘ George to assist us with all the Porcc they can possibly spare from 
the Calls of their own Coasts, & have deputed Charles Mauningham Esq” to 
satisfyo them of the necessity of exerting themselves on this occasion for re,- 
covering your Honours Settlements, Rights & Priviledges in these Provinces, 
As yet wc have received no Answer from those Gentlemen tho’ wc daily expect 
one, and Wc hope they will not refuse or delay sending us down a consider- 
able Rody of Troops as soon as they received our Letter upon that head, as 
their arrival at this Juncture would Enable us to Re-Establish your Honours 
in all tho Priviledges & Immunities of the Royal Phermauud, the Country 
being involved in troubles by the appointment of another Subah from Dilly 
who is Joined by some Royal Troops & several considerable Jummadars that 
have deserted Surajud DowJa. There is likewise an Invasion expected from the 
Marrattocs as soon as tho Rains take offj & by tho intelligence we have received 
from Cossimbuzar the Nabob is greatly cmharassed. 

15. We have likewise applied to .the President and Council of Bombay 
for a supply of Troops, and in case 'J’liose two Prosidencys giv«? us the necessary 
assistance. Wo may hope in a short time to acquaint your Honours of our 
being Re-seltlcd upon a svoure and respectable^ footing. 

10. 'I'he Gentlemen at Luckipore and BnlramguiTy have safely withdrawn 
. their Paclorios jnu’suant to our Orders & brought away all their Military • 
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•stores .srith what Cash 

£MXSS?b‘*“o£‘SS7bit wereohU^to surrender after. 

‘'■^^TltruS Wn"'shaU — ,our Honours Oopys ot 
our pLfJdings since theioss o£ Oaloutta. with tto Cash Account & what 
other Papers are material ; and are with the greatest Eespect. . 

it Please toue Hokouks, 

Tour Faithful & most Ohd‘ humble Servants. 


PULTA, 

The 17th September 1756. 


EOGER DRAKE, 

■W“ WATTS. 

JAMES KILLPATRiCK. 


• RICH® BEOHER. 

PAUL RICHARD PEARKES? 
W. PRANKLAND. 

M. COLLET. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 

W. MACKETT. 

P. AMTATT. 

• THO® BODDAM. 


Fulta, the 85*^ October 1756, 

To— The Hoh'ble Rogee Deake, Esq*®, Sc“, Counofl at Pulta. 

Hok’ble SIE & SiBS, — * ■ ' 

1. On a late perusal of your Pulta Consultation on the 14*'' July I find 
myself called upon (amongst others of the surviving Members of the 'Council 
of War held in Calcutta the 18*'' of June last) to attest the assertion of 
Mess" Manningham & Prankland touching their being ordered by that Council 
of War “ To Embark the European Women On Board the Dodaly and Dili- 
gence with a Detachment of 30 Men to Guard the said Ships, with directions 
tO' move the Dodaly clear of the small Craft with which she was encumbered 
and of the Enemy’s Pire.” Most sony I am Gentlemen to find myself obliged 
to speak on a subject so very disagreeable to my Memory, but the whole 
proceedings of that Council appearing to my conception of so extraordinary 
a nature joined to the consideration of My minute and dissent in Council 
tlic less August last (against any allowance being made the owners of the 
Dodaly for her LoSs and Damages) that I cannot remain silent without 
incUriug my Own Censure as well as the imputation from you of much in- 
justice in my Minute above referred to. Thus far I thought it necessary to 
apologize forgiving, you trouble at this -Juncture, and shall with your Leave 
proceed to speak with that strict regard which every Gentleman owes to truth 
not only to the particulars I am called on by those Gentlemen to attest but 
to tlic whole proceedings of that Council of the 14*'' July, and consider the de- 
fence JIcss” Jlanningham & Prankland there make for depriving the Company’s 
.Ports, Effects (S: Garrison of the Succour of that'Ship, and then submit the Jus- 
tice cf my said Minute and dissent to the determination of yourselves and my 
Hon’ hie Employers. 
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2. That the European Women was Ordered to he Embarked by the Council ' 
of War of the' 18'** is true, hut that Mess” Manningham and Erankland should 
embark them was no part of the Order, those Gentlemen tendered themselves for 
that Service to which none Objected publiekly though Myself with many Others 
thought their Stations, both civil and Military, were of such Importance as 
might well have excused them from that Service. 

3. That there was any particular Order relative to the ’Diligence. I do not re- 
member and think I can truely Attest the contrary to. Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Mapletof t 
Mrs. Coates & Mrs. Wedderburn with their Family’s being Embarked on Board 
that Vessel was purely the result of my own Advice to them imagining the Dodaly 
would be extreamly crowded, and they had my Order to be received on Board, the 
ship being under my directions. 

4. That a detachment of 30 Men was Ordered for the Defence of those 
Ships I do not remember and should certainly have objected to any such mea- 
sure had it been proposed whilst I was in the .Council of War as it certainly 
was both imprudent & needless. Imprudent it would have been a considerable 
weakening a Fatigued Garrison who had barely a relief for duty, and needless 
whilst the Ships remained under the cover of our Fort. 

5. That those Gentlemen had directions to remove the Dodaly clear of the 
small craft with which she was encumbered and of the Enemy’s Fire are asser- 
tions to me totally New, and I can truely attest was no part of the Order of the 
C 9 uncil of War, nor know I from what Quarter such directions' went, but if she 
really was encumbered with small Craft, there would surely have been more 
propriety in moving them than her own on supposition that propriety was not 
attended to. Tet surely whatever directions those Gentlemen had, did not, nor 
could imply that they were to remove her low as Mr. Margass’s House, a Sta- 
tion where she was more exposed to the Enemy’s Fire had they taken the Advan- 
tage, deprived of the Benefit of our Guns and small Arms, and rendered useless 
as to the Defence or Succour of the Settlement, and contrary to Mr. Manning- 
ham’s express Promise to me that I should not Stir from under the Cover of the 
Fort. 

6. Touching the other part of the charge laid against those Gentlemen by 
the Colony as a just Objection to Mr. Manningham being sent to the Presidency 
of Fort S‘ George, viz\, that of their refusing joining the Councils when sent for, 
I can form no Judgment further than I can Collect from the defence of those 
Gentlemen as entered in the Consultation of the 14'’* July, being a stranger to 
the nature of the Orders the President sent by Captain Wedderburn and subse- 
quently by Mr. Holme for their return to the Fort. I was myself but just come 
in from the center Battery when the Council of War in the evening of the 18“* 
■was called, and having been the preceeding Night and day exhausted with con- 
tinued fatigued without rest or Food, as soon as the Council of War Broke up 
I retired in hopes of getting a little repose not doubting but the Resolution of 
it would have been strictly obey’d, which were That the European Women, The 
Company’s Treasure, and I think their essential Books & Papers should be em- 
barked that Night on Board the Dodaly^ but whether this last was entered on 
the Minutes of that Council, I cannot be possitive, but perfectly recollect a dis- 
course I had with Mr. Manningham on the propriety of it just as the Council 
Broke up, and indeed I ever thought nn till I joined your Councils here, that both 
the Treasure and Books had been embarked, and here I caimot omit remarking 
that better no reason at all had been given for the neglect of a measure of such 
■importance to the Company than That which stands on the Consultation of the 
August. But it is time I come to consider the Pleas made use of by Mess” Man- 
ningham & Frankland for their not returning to the Fort : Which are that " a 
little after One in the morning Mr. Undsay came on Board and informed them 
•Ho left a General Assembly sitting. That the Captain of the Artillery had re- 
ported there was not Two days ammunition. That many of the Military & 
Militia were in Liquor and Mutinous, That it was the unanimojis opinion the Fort 
was not Tenable, That a. retreat was resolved on, That Mr. Hol'well was steenuous 
of its being made immediately and opposed by Mr. Baillie particularly. That the 
whole of the common People were in confusion, and that nothing was determined 
on.” Without, Gentlemen, my Entering particularly into the Merit of ^ese Pleas, 
let us consider the weight of these Gentlemen’s seats in Council and their impor- 

112 I* D ^^7 

• y 


14 


tance as bearing the Names and Authority, Meld Officers and Ool’- & Lieu‘- Colonel 
of the Militia, and I think an impartial Eye will at first sight pron ounce that there 
was not One of the Pleas Urged by them in defence of their not returning into the 
Port, but should have urged Their Immediate rejoining Our Oouncils, tlurnglUhey 
no Orders from the President for that Purpose. In place of waiting On Eoard 
for the detatchment and removing the Dodaly a second Time that Night as low as 
Govindpore, runing that Ship and the Ladies on Board into Ten Times the 
Itisque from the Enemy, they ought rather to have returned with the Ship on 
the Elood under our Guns, to have Eavoured the Embarkation of the Company’s 
Books & Treasure, (which they knew were not - on Board) and the lletreat of 
the Garrison. Mr. Lindsay informed them the Council was siting. That our 
Councils were divided, and that when He left the Eort all was in confusion, nothing 
determined on, -which was 'J'rue, the Council not breaking up untill near 4 in 
the morning, without any thing being resolved on, but desiring the retreat with- 
out, in my Judgment, a single reason being urged in defence of. The presence, 
weight and'authority of those Gentlemen might have made our Councils unani- 
mous, or have given a Happy majority for a General retreat, have prevented the 
Unhappy defection of the President, the Officers and part of the Garrison the 
next morning, and have been the cause of saving the Publick and private property 
lodged in the Eort as well as the Lives of .many who fell a Miserable Sacrifice 
by our Retreat being cut off, the primary cause of which I must still attribute 
to the Retreat of the Ship to Mr. Margass’s House and Govindpore on the Night 
of the 18*** without order or the knowledge of any one in the Garrison. It was 
Urged I know & asserted by Mr. Erankland in Council the August when I en- 
tered my Minute and dissent to the payment of the I>odaly*s Loss & Da 
that those Gentlemen had Orders for moving the Ship down, and J beg-^'^'^ 
remind you that I asked the President touching this Assertion who / 
presence declared, He neither gave such Orders nor knew of ^mn ime' 
given — therefore on the whole I hope I stand vindicated in youi\ge, (gi 
such my dissent, as it is to me not a little astonishing how the Qeito tin' * 
posing that Council of the 14*'* July could Unanimously on the Den’s m . 
them pronounce it as their Opinion, That those Gentlemen hav vjpi. 
selves of the Charge laid against Them in That Letter signed lo-tqeme' 
by the Greatest part of the Colony. - 

I am with Respect^®'.^**' • 

Hon’blts Sir & Sius^r 
Tour most Obed‘ Hum‘.?-Serv,ijxty- — 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


“ar/ 
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To— The Hon'ble the Court of Directore for Affairs of the Hon'ble the United Com- 
pany of Merobants of England, Trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — 

oil ^yljeing released from My Imprisonment and Eetters 

at Muxadavad, I addressed your two Presidencys of Bombay and Fort S‘ Georo-p 

y°™^ Possessions in these parts, under Date 
the 17‘'’ July last, and -again on my Arrival at Hughly, under Date the 
T *^"S“®l^» 7 l^®^Iduely forwarded to them, duplicates of those I dispatched 
from Muxadavad, and requested the advices I gave there might be transniitted to 
you by the most expeditious conveyance; and at the same time referred to 
particular Narrative of the causes, and various accidents, which brought on thp 
Hea^ Loss you have sustained; This I promise to forward as soon as ml 
Health would enable me. The slow recovery of my Sight, much Imnairpii 
the Shock and Injury My Nerves suffered that Fatal Night in the Black Hole and 
foom being exposed to the Sun on My Passage to Muxadavad, must plead mv 
Pardon for your not receiving the Narrative I promised, by the ship dispatched 
I understand sometime this month, from your Presidency of Fort S* Gedrffp* 
and by which I am sensible you will receive many Different Narratives 
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Accounts of the Cause's of our Mkfortunes ; leaving those to Your Impartial 
Consideration. —I now sit down to discharge this part of my Duty, Humbly in- 
. treating you will believe me determined to pay the strictest regard to the 
truth, to the best of my knowledge ; and that 1 will not, by any. representation 
either in reasoning or Pacts, endeavour to mislead yom* Judgments, or in- 
fluence them either, in Pavour of myself, or to the Disfavour of any One Else, 
further than justice to. myself, and the State and Nature of Things, will make 
it unavoidable; Shunning, as much as possible, any repetition of matters already 
transmitted you in my -Letters of the 17‘’‘ July, & 3'^ of August last, which 
I request may be kept in your View, as I do not find any Cause to retract anv 
essential part of them. 

2. Mahabut Jung (better known by the Name of Ally Verdy Cawn) 
Demising on the 9'*' of April last, was succeeded in the Government of the 
Suba Ship by his Grand Son Surajud Dowla, without opposition, excepting from 
the young Begum, Eelect of Shaw Amet Jung, Uncle of Surajud Dowla. This 
Princess, foreseeing Her Liberty and tbe Immense Wealth of her lately de- 
ceased Husband, would Pall a Sacrifice to the New Suba, had meditated for some 
time the raising another to the Suba Ship, and with this View retired, before 
the Death of the Old Suba, to Her Palace, (some distance from the City) named 
Mootee Geel, with Eajbullob, the Dewan of the late Husband, .Nazzpr Aly 
Cawn, and Others the Most Paith full of Her OfiSeersand DomesticlM ; where She 
Portifyed herself, and raised some Troops to oppose the Succession of Her 
Nephew. When the dispute was near coming to extremity, the old Begum, Eelect 
of Ally Verdy Cawn, interposed with Her mediation, by which, and the pro- 
mises of Surajud Dowla, that the Princess should remain in full possession and 
Security of Life, Liberty, and Property, She was prevailed on to disband Her 
Troops, Submitted to the Banishment from the Provinces, of Nazzur Aly Cawn, 
and Two other Officers, and retui’ned to the City ; where She was no sooner arrived 
than She was made a prisons*, and her Pallace and Possessions seized and con- 
fiscated to the Suba’s Use, 

3. ' The New Suba having, on his Succession to the Government, sent a 
Seerpaw and Advice thereof, to Shocut Jung, His Cousin, the Nabob of Purranea ; 
this Latter returned the Seerpaw, and disavowed Submission to Him as Suba 
of the Provinces ; asserting His Government to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn in- 
dependant of Him. This occasioned the resentment of Surajud Dowla, who 
resolved to reduce Him by Porce ; and after he had laid the storm the young 
Begum had attempted to raise against Him, He immediately marched against 
Shocut Jung with a Strong Army, which had been raised by the old Suba, as 
foreseeing the . difficulties His Grandson would have to encounder after His 
Death. Here I must leave the Suba on His March, and Go Back in point of 
Time to matters no less necessary to Investigate the real Causes of His subse- 
quent March to Calcutta ; which is so blended with some incidents attending 
the late Change of Government at Muxadavad, that it is impossible to give a 
distinct view of the One, without a short recital of the other. 

4. On the death of Shaw Omet Jung, (more generally known by .the name 
of Newat Mahomet Cawn) and during the Life of the Old Suba, Surajud 
Dowla, Who had in Effect the reins of the Government in His hands long before 
the Decease of his Grand Father, seized on Eajbullob above mentioned, the 
Chief Minister of Shaw Omet Jung, and by imprisonment and other despotic 
and severe Methods, endeavoured to Porce from Him a confession and disco- 
very of Shaw Omet Jung’s Eiches ; but the Minister, Paithfull to His deceased 
Master, could not be brought to any confession Injurious to the Interest of 
His surviving Family, and after a few Days Sufferings, obtained His Liberty by 
-the Intercession of the young Begum, with Her Father and Mother, Ally 
Verdy Cawn and His Begum : but Eajbullob being sensible the resolution He 
bad Shewn for the Interest of the Family of His deceased Master, (between 
whom and Surajud Dowla there had been a long Hatred and animosity) would 
never be forgiven by Surajud Dowla, thought it incumbent on him to provide 
as well as he could for the Safety of Himself. And in resentment for the Usage 
He had Unjustly received for His Integrity to the young Begum, readily entered 
into Her Councils to Oppose the Succession; and finding the Death of the old 
Suba was near at .Hand, and recollecting His own Family and Greatest part of 
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his "Wealth were exposed to Danger at Dacca, His first care to draw them 
to a place of Security ; In order to which he applyed to Mr. Watts, Yo^ Cluef 
at Cossimhuzar, telling Him His family were going from Dacca to Worship 
at Ja^'t^ernaut, and should take Calcutta in the Way ; requesting at the same 
time, that they might there find a proper Reception. Mr. Watts accordingly 
wrote the President, and I think to Mr. Manningham, to much the same effect, 
these Letters arrived during the absence of your President at Ballaspre, and 
much about the time that Kissendass, the Eldest Son of Rajbullob, and the 
Pamily reached Calcutta, from Dacca; at least I know no Otherwise, for on the 
Evenino-. I think, of the 13“ March, My people at the water side Ohowkeys brought 
me Intelligence, that Raibullob’s Pamily was arrived from Dacca, and that they 
had received Orders from Mr. Manningham Jor their Admittance, who having 
occasion to Summon a Council the next morning, for the despatch of the Negrais 
supplys, showed me Mr.Watt’s Letter to the President, who likewise communicated 
the same to me on his Return to the Settlement. This Letter, I now understand, 
the President has Lost amongst the rest of His Papers ; though I often, since the 
commencement of our Troubles, as He must recollect, urged to Him the neces- 
sity of preserving it in His own and our Vindication : however, as I had twice 
perused it, and had since occasion enough to retain in My Memory the first im- 
pression I had received of it, I can venture to assert it was near the following 
purport : 


“That he,Mr. Watts, had been applyed to by Raihulloh, the Ohuta 
" Begum's Dewan, who advised Him that His Pamily left Dacca 
"with intention to go to Worship at Jaggernaut, and should take 
** Calcutta on His way, and requested he would write to the Gover- 
" nour touching their reception there, and that they might be sup- 
“ plyed with Boats, or aught else they might have occasion for on 
" their expedition ; That in compliance with Raibulloh’s intimation 
" and request. He wrote, andrecoirimendedHis Pamily being received 
" with oil possible respect and regard, not only on account of his 
“influence with the Ohuta Begum, but as His power at Dacca 
" might be of the utmost consequence to Our Hon’ble Master’s Affairs 
" there. ” 


In consequence of this recommendatory Letter, and the reasons urged by 
Llr. Watts, they were received in the Settlement, and treated with all possible 
regard, whether Mr. Watts knew, or can he supposed to have judged, that 
Rajbullob’s Pamily going to Jaggernaut to Worship, was a pretence only to 
facilitate their Obtaining a Protection in Calcutta, I cannot say ; but I recollect 
the’ President’s communicating to me another Letter he received from Mr. Watts, 
about the Time the Death of the Old Suba was deemed inevitable, wherein He 
advised it Expedient, "That Kissendass, and the rest of Rajbullob’s Pamily 
" should have no longer Protection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain wh^ a 
" turn things would take after the demise of the Suba.” The President will, I doubt 
not, do me the justice of acknowledging I enforced this saluta.ry advice, and 
pressed more than once the dismission of this Pamily, foreseeing they would be 
demanded ; and Mr. Manningham and Myself had many uneasy conferences on 
the protection being continued to them, fearing it might be productive of 
Troublesome consequences, and possibly embroil us with the New Government, 
should they remain in the Settlement untill the Suba’s decease. Why the Presi- 
dent delayed tlicir dismission, I am at a Loss to account for ; but certain it is had 
they been obliged to Quit the Place, a Handle would have been taken away 
from Many, Wlio have been too ready to urge and maintain the protection given 
to this Pamily as the greatest, nay, the Sole cause that drew on us the Suba’s 
resentment; which I doubt not of convincing Your Hon’ble Court is very distant 
from the Truth. Their dismission would however, have saved us from a most 
dillicuU situation which We presently fell into ; for We no sooner received advice 
of the Death of Ally Verdy Oawn, than We had notice also of the stand made 
against Surajud Dowla’s succession, by the young Begum and Her party of 
which Rajbullob was the Chief Minister and Pavourate of His Mistress,’ so 
that it hecamo at that Juncture a Dangerous Step to the Company’s Interest 
to turn His Pamily out of the Settlement, the more especially as for some Days 
advices from all Quarters were in favour of the Begum’s Party. Notwithatand- 
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expected every moment to be attacked, and that the Suha was on his March 
ing which, as the New Suha had been proclaimed in the City, the President wrote 
the usual congratulatory Letter to Him, which was favourably Received. 

5. Here it became needfull to recite, that some little Time before the old 
Suha’s Death, the President received a private Letter from Mr. Watts to the 
following purport : “That there was a multitude of the Government -.Spys at 

. “ Calcutta ; that the small strength of its fortifications & Garrison, and the ^sy 
“capture of it, were the Publick Discomrse of the City and Durbar; and that it 
“ behooved Mi*. Drake to he upon His Guard, and by some means prevent the Gov- 
" ernment Spys bringing daily intelligence to the Durbar of the weak situation of 
“ the Place”. This Letter the President communicated to me, and gave me orders, 
to make a Strict enquiry after such as might justly he suspected, and that had 
no real call of Business in the Place ; and also that I would issue Orders to the 
several Ohowkeys, to admit none to Land, or he admitted into the Town without 
his Orders. These Instructions I immediately obeyed, and several Suspected 
Persons were, in consequence of them, turned out of the Place, and none ad- 
mitted without a strict examination. 

6. On Rajbulloh’s withdrawing' himself, with the young Begum, to 
Mootie Geel, Surajud Dou^la dispatched Narran Sing, Brother to Rajaram, the 
Pouzdaar of Midnapore, to Calcutta, with a perwannah, the contents of which 
were to demand .Rissendass & his Pamily to he delivered up between 8 & 9 
on the Evening of, I think, the 14*'* of April. The President being at Barasut, 
and Mr. Manningham at his Country Residence, Omychund came and advised 
me that Narran Sing had got, in the disguise of a European dress, into the 
Settlement, and had the Suba*s Perwannah to demand Rajbulloh’s Eamily, and 
was at his House asking, me whether I would admit his bringing him to visit 
.me ? As he had got Enterance into the Place, 1 thought it adviseahle to see 
him, and Omychund brought him accordingly in about half an hour. I received 
him with the respect due to a brother of Ra.jaram, an Officer in much trust 
and confidence with both the late and present Suha ; he tendered me his Per- 
wannah, but I excused myself from receiving it, as it was addressed to the 
Governour, Who I told him would be in Town in the morning, on which he 
took his leave well satisfied. In the morning early I sent for the Jemmauldaar 
of the Ohowkey where Narran Sing Landed, and was going to Punish him for 
admiting any one in the Settlement without Orders, when he informed me that 
Narran Sing came in the disguise of a common Bengali Pikar ; that he opposed 
his Landing, but that soon after Omychund’s Servants came to him with a 
messuage signifying that he was a relation of his house, and that he might 

• admit him. Soon after, on Advise that the President -was returned to Town, I 
waited on him with the report of this Transaction, and found with him 
Mess” Manningham & Erankland ; we were all a good deal embarassed how 
to act on this occasion, the same reasons that before forbid the Eamily being 
turned out of the Place, after the S.uba’s Death, subsisted equally, strong against 
delivering them up, as the contest was yet undecided between Surajud 
Dowla and the young Begum. The result at last of Our deliberations was, that 
as Naran Sing had Stole like a Thief and a Spy into the Settlement, (& not like 
one in the Publick Chara-oter he pretended, and as bearing the Suba’s Orders) 
the President should not receive him or his Perwannah ; which resolution 
was put in execution, and the President sent One of his Ghubdaars to him, 
with Orders to quit the Settlement, which he did : and instantly Letters were 
dispatched to Mr. Watts to advise them of the Affair, with Instructions to guard 
against any 111 consequences which might arrise from it. 

7. The foregoing is, Hon’ble Sirs, a faithfull Narative of the Protection given 
to Rissendass, the son and Eamily of RajbuUob, which has been Industroiwly 
and maliciously by some, and Erroneously by others, circulated as the Principal 
Cause of the Loss of ■ Tour Settlements in Bengali ; an Event which I will soon 
demonstrate, had a much deeper and more remote Eoundation : for on Tour 
Chief at Cossimbuzar making a proper Representation of this affair at the 
Durbar, it hardly occasioned any Emotion or Displeasure in the Suba, nor ever 
had a Place in any of the subsequent Complaints forwarded to us, through the 
Channel of that Subordinate. 

8. The Probability of a Breach with Erance had been the subject of Dis- 
course for some time, before it was confirmed to us by the arrival of Tour 

lis P. D. 
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Letter on the Delaioar; and about the same time we Fteccivcd tlie Nc\i s of the 
taking Gyria* by His Majesty’s Squadron, both became the subject of mucli 
speculation at the Durbar, where the Military and Naval strength of the 
English in India were Greatly Exaggerated, and no small pains taken to 
instill a dread of it into the Government ; and if the Agents for the French East 
India Company (whose Garrison at Ohandanagore did not, at this period, amount 
to 60 Men) were not at the Bottom of these Heports, it is at least, I Ijojjc, no 
Breach of Charity to conclude, they used every means *in their power to confirm 
them; at least such was Our Information, when it was confidently assorted in 
the Durbar, at Muxadavad, and gained belief, that the English had Sixteen 
Ships of War, and a Strong Land Force coming to Bengali. 

9. On the Keceipt of Your Letter by the Delam/r, We began to put the 
Settlement into as good a posture of defence as We could ; and as the Parapet 
and Embrazures, as well as the Gun Carnages of the Line to the Westward 
of the Fort,, was much out of Kepair, they became the first Object of Our 
attention j a number of Workmen were employed, and I believe the Parapet, 
and Embrazures (the greatest part of which we were Obliged to pull down) 
more than half run up, when the President was surprized with a Perwannah 
from the Suba, to the following pm’port : * 

“That he had been informed We were Building a Wall, and Digging- a 
“ Large Ditch round the Town of Calcutta : that he did not approve of bur 
“carrying on these Works without his permission: and ordered Mr. Drake to 
“ desist immediately, and destroy what he had already done.” 

10. The French having strengthened their Fort, by an Additional Bastion, 
which at this Time they had compleated, Deceived, at the same juncture we did, 
a Perwannah to the like effect ; both of them having been dispatched by the 
Suba, as he was on his March against the Purranea Nabob; and the answer 
to them reached the Suba on the same Day at Rajmahal, a City about Three 
Days march from Muxadavad ; and the French, by the Completion of their 
Bastion, being enabled to desist immediately, answered him accordingly ; assur- 
ing him at the same Time, that they bad Built no New W^orks, and had only 
Repaired One of their Bastions which had been Injured by Lightening : with 
which answer he appeared satisfyed. 


,, Reply your President returned to the Suba’s Perwannah, was, to 

the best of my remembrance, as follows 


“That the Suba had been mis-infontned in respect to our Rebuilding a 
" Wall round our Town, and that we had dug no Ditch ' ' 


since 


the invasion of the Marottoes, at which Time we executed su^li- 
. , . , "a Work at the particular request of our Inhabitanta--#^with 

"the Ttae" approWn Of Ally Verdy 



“Neutrality We expected woullF have been preserved in the 
“ Mogull’s Dominions ; and that there being at present great ap- 
“ pearance of another War between the Two Crowns, We were 
“ under some apprehensions they would act in the same manner 
“ in Bengali ; to prevent which We were only repairing our Line 
“ of Guns to the Water side 


It is fruitless now to wish this answer had been debated in Council before 
it was sent, where I think much impropriety would have appeared in it, as the 
whole of it had a Tendency to confirm the Suba in a belief of those insinua- 
tions, which had been already conveyed to him, that the War between us and 
the French would probably be brought into Bengali, besides its carrying a 
tacit rcfiection on the Suba’s Power or will to protect us. The consequence was 
adequate, for he was much enraged at the Receipt of ^ it, and immediately 
Ordered your Factory at Cossimbuzar to be invested ; which was accordingly 
done on the 22“« May, by Roy Dullob, of which We received Advice from the 
Gentlemen there, the 25‘^ and several other subsequent Letters, informing us of 
additional Forces being added on the Factory, from Time to Time, and that they 

« On the 12tli of February 1766 Admiral Watson attacked tbe sea-face of the Fort of Ghwia, 170 miles 

south of Bombav, while Colonel Clive landing with the troops invested the fire on the land side. The sibm 
wiis pn-.-'Rcd witfi rigour, &nd on tho following evening tlio fort was suiTenderea.“^Hi8tory of the Mahrattas by 
Gmnt Duff : FoiTest*s ** Selections from tbe Bombay State Papers*', Mabratta Senes. 
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to Musadavad. The subject matter of Complaint assigned in every Letter, still 
regarded the New Works we were carrying on in Calcutta. 

12. On the First advice received^ from the Gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, 
We forwarded to them Copy of President’s answer to the Nabob’s Perwannah, 
and in our several Dispatches recommended them to use every Salutary means 
in their power to put a Stop to the Suba’s Resentment, and obtain a currentcy to 
our Business, ("which was now obstructed atevery Subordinate and Aurung). We 
directed them to assure the Suba We were carrying on no New Works ; that 
We had dug no Ditch that our Enemies had mis-represented us ; that if he 
gave no Credit to our Assertions, We intreated he would send any one he 
could confide in to inspect them, and wrote the Suba repeated Letters to the 
like purpose. We also gave the Gentlemen instructions to remonstrate and ex- 
postulate Strongly against this hard Treatment, and to endeavour and trace 
out, if possible, whether one or other of. the European Nations was not at the 
Bottom of it, with Intent to embroil the Company’s Affairs, and benefit those 
of their Employers, and to use all means of knowing from his Ministers if 
the Suba’s Intention was to extort a sum of money from us (conformable to 
the unjust and unusual Method of his Predecessors;) withall giving thempossi- 
tive orders to make no concession, or give any promises touching the Demoli- 
tion of our Fortification. 

13. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, you see us reduced to the necessity, either of resis- 
ting the Arbitrary Orders of the Suba, or of abandoning and leaving open your 
Presidency to the Mercy of the French contrary to your Orders, and intimation to 
us by the Delawar ; for to all our remonstrances We could receive no Satisfaction 
from the Gentlemen at Cossimbuzar, but was still advised, the Suba insisted 
on our demolishing our New Works, (when in fact We had made none) and 
fill up a Ditch We had never dug. 

14. Under Date, I think, the 1'‘ of June, We received a Letter from your 
Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar, advising, that Roy Doolob had told Doctor 
Forth, that the Suba’s Resentment was caused only by the Draw Bridge and 
Works' we had built at Baagbuzar, and the Octagon which Mr. Relsall had 
rebuilt in His Garden : and that if we would write the Suba We would demo- 

‘ lish those Works, the Forces would be immediately withdrawn: and the Gentle- 
men likewise enforcing this as a necessary & effectual expedient to put an 
end to the, Troubles, we in full Council took it into consideration ; and reflect- 
ing on the heavy Loss and disadvantage you would Sustain in your Invest- 
ment, by the continuance of the stoppage by your Business, and judging those 
Works and Draw Bridge at Baagbuzar, so far detatched, asto be of little use in 
the defence of the -Place against a European Enemy, We unanimously deter- 
mined and agreed, to Promise the Demolition of them, and the Octogan at Mr. 
Kelsall’s Garden ; and to that purport, as soothing a Letter as could be indited 
w'as instantly drawn up, to the Suba, from the President, and enclosed to Mr. 
Watts and his Council, to whom We .also wrote, advising them of our compli- 
ance and readyness to demolish those Works which had given him displeasure. 
Triplicates of this Arassdass and Letter We dispatched in four hours, to 
arrive in tliirty six hours ; and Ordered a Large Reward to the Cossids if they 
arrived in the Time. 

15. We received another Short Letter under the same Date, vi&^ the 
June, wherein the Gentlemen informed us, the Forces on their Factory amounted 
to 12,000, with a Train of Artillery, and that positive Orders were arrived to 
attack it, requesting they might be re-inforced with a Hundred Men, on which 
a Council was summoned, their request taken into consideration, and the five Cap- 
tains called in, and desired to give their opinion, whether it was impossible this 
. re-inf orceihent could be thrown into the Place ? They withdrew, and after debat- 
ing it amongst themselves, gave us their Opinion in writing, declaring the thing 
impracticable, and that the Force the Gentlemen had in the Fort was, in their 
judgments, sufficient to defend it against the Troops brought against them. 
This Opinion We immediately despatched to them, directing them if they were 
attacked, to make as good a defence as they could ; and when they found they 
could defend the Factory no Longer, to make the best retreat in their Power : 
but I believe neither this Letter, nor some of our preceding ones, reached the 
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Gentlemen, the Suba having for some Days cut olf all corrcspon(lcncc between 
us, a plain Indication that an accommodation was not the mark he aimed at. 

IG On the G«' of Juno "Wo had a rumour of Cossimhuznr being taken by 
the ^^abob, M'hich was confirmed to us the 7«' by a Letter from Mr. Mathew 
CoUet, your second at that h'aotory; which, according to my best recollection, 

expressed as follows i . it i n 
“ That upon the Nabob’s repeated Orders to bis Generals to attack the 

“factory, unless the Ohief went in Person to him, Mr. AValts, by 
“ the advice of his Council, thought it more adviseablc to go to the 
“ Nabob, than Risque Involving the Company in a "War with the 
“Government; that he accordingly did so on the 2'“* .Tune, and on 
“ coming into his presence was made a Prisoner, and Orders sent 
“ for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. Batson) to attend him ; likewise to 
“ sign, jointly with Mr. Watts, a Machulkn, which Order t hey obeyed ; 
“ but in place of being set at Liberty, viiion signing the ]Nracbulka 
“ required, Mr. Collet was sent back to the Paclory, with directions 
“ to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which ho was obliged to comply 
“ with, and was then giving up the Account of the Cannon, Amniu- 
"nition, and Military Stores; that the Pactory was not Plundered, 
“and that the Nabob was determined to march to Calcutta with 


“ his whole Army, estimated then at 50,000 Men, besides a large 
“ Train of Artillery.” 

The Reasons which swayed Mr. Watts to quit his Government at such a .Junc- 
ture as that, and trust himself in the hands of the Suba, (on avIiopc Cliaractor 
or Principles no reasonable Paith could be had) without any proper Security, 
Hostage, or safe Guard for his person ; or those which urged ^Ir. Collet to 
follow his example, when he knew Iris Chief was made a jirisoner, and that 
consequently the Trust, Command, and Government of the Pactory, Port, and 
Garrison, devolved upon himself ; or why this your Settlement was* thus given 
•up, without a Single Stroke being struck for it, I am Totally a Stranger to, and 
can only hope for their Sakes and the Honour of their Country, they have, or 
will justify the Conduct to you in those particulars. I will not subscribe to 
the Opinion of our Pive Captains, as already recited, and say their Porcc was 
sufficient to resist and defend the Place for any long time against the Suba's 
Army ; but bad it been Defended at all, he could not have attacked and taken 
it, without the Loss of Time, and many of his people, and probably some of 
his Principal Officers. A stroke of this kind might have had Hajipy Conse- 
quences to Tour Affairs ; it might have inclined the Suba to an accommodation, 
by cooling still more the Zeal of his Ministers, Generals, Officers and People, 
who allmost to a Man Avere averse to this expedition, and attempt against tlie 
English, as knowing the consequence would be as fatal to liis Countiy as to 
ns, though he succeeded in it. A defence of only 24 hours would, in its con- 
sequences, have retarded, in all probability, his March to Calcutta for nianv Da vs, 
and would have been a point gained to us of the utmost importance, hv bavin" 
more Time for the completion of many Requisites, when for Avant o*f it aa'o 
were obliged wholey to neglect, or remained unfinished at the Time avo were 
actually Invested. A detention of his Army before Cossimhuzar for two or 
three days, would have brought on dirty rainy Weather in his March towards 
us, and Incommoded him greatly, as well in the Passage of his Troops and 
Cannon, as in the Attack of our Settlement; whereas, by the easy possession be 
acquired of Cossimhuzar, be Avas enabled to March against us without Loss of 
Time, or Obstruction from the Weather, which afforded not a drop of rm'n 
during his march and attack of Calcutta ; but on the 2P‘, at night, whilst I was 
Prisoner in the Camp, it rained heavily, and dirty Weather succeeded for many 
Days after, during which bis Musketry, being all match-locks, would have been 
rendered in a manner useless. We should also have had an important succour 
in the arrival before the Port, of the Sticoess Oalleijtt'heSpeedwell, and JBomhav 
Frigate ; these vessels having passed Tanners the 19“' & 20“', and joined the 
Dodaltj and the rest of our Pleet about Govindpore, after they fell down from 
the Port, though before it was surrendered. Many more are the advantages I could 
enumerate, Avhich would have resulted from the smallest defence and'resistance 
made at Cossimhuzar, and can only regret now it’s not having been done ; repeat- 
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ing my hopes, the Gentlemen in trust there will give you sufficient reasons 
why it was not done. Their Treatment could hardly have been worse had they 
been obstinate in its defence ; they themselves being continued Prisoners in the 
Suba*s Camp, under many hardships, untill, I think, the latter end of June; their 
Effects Plundered, and the Gentlemen at the Factory, viz. Mess” Hugh, Watts, & 
Chambers, with the whole Garrison, put in irons, and sent to the common prison 
at Muxadavad ; the Fate Mess” Batson, Sykes, Hastings, and Marriott, would 
have undergone, had not luckily the two former made their escape, and the 
two latter been at the Aurungs. 

17. On Cossimbuzar being invested, We wrote to the several Subordinates, 
and to all our Gomastahs at the several Aurungs, advising them of the, Suba’s 
proceedings, and to be upon their Guard, and hold themselves in readyness to 
retreat with the Company’s effects, and on intelligence of the capture of 
the Place, and the Suba’s March to Calcutta, We sent them orders to withdraw, 
and join us with all expedition. But these orders were too late, excepting your 
Factory at L'uckypore, as I have already intimated in my Letter of the 17*'' 
July. Mr.Boddom, your Chief at Ballasore, received our orders in time to with- 
draw himself, the few Soldiers he had there, and about 6,000 Rs. of your eflPects ; 
the remainder, to the amount of .about 40,000 ; remain yet sequestered, and Your 
Factory House in part only demolished at Ballasore ; but Bullramgurry, by its 
situation, having escaped the Government’s notice, and by the prudent conduct 
of Mr. John Bristow, (left Resident at Ballasore by Mr. Boddom) is still retain- 
ed. Myself and Mr. Boddom were dispatched to take a formal possession of it 
the IS*** September, and to negotiate other matters, which will be transmitted 
on the face of our Fulta consultations ; and we have thought it necessary to 
nominate Bulramgurry your Presidency, being divested of every other posses- 
sion you had in these Provinces. But to resume my Narrative ; Dispatches were 
likeuiso forwarded express to Bombay, Fort S‘ George, and Vizagapatum, the 
S“* of June, for a reinforcement of Troops, stores and succours Demanded 
of the Ikcnch & Dutch Settlements on this River ; the success of which last 
Negotiation you have likewise in my said Letter of the 17“* July. The militia 
were under Arms, for the first time the 7“' June, something too late, I am afraid 
you will say, to be of much service, just coming to action. 

18. 1 am now, Hon’ble Sirs, come closer to the unravelling the real causes 
■ which stimulated the Suba to the lengths helms proceeded against ITs, How far 

my conjectures and assertions will be supported by probable system of Politicks 
in him, and by the tenour of his whole conduct considered together, I 
humbly admit to your judgments. And first, I will beg leave to remark on the 
Three Articles contained in the Macluilka, (or obligation with a penalty annexed) 
which your Chief and Council were obliged to sign in the Suba’s Camp, when 
before Cossimbuzar ; The Terms of which were, viz . — 

"That We should not protect the Ring’s subjects. — That we should not 
" mis-usc the liberty of our Dusticks, by covering the trade of 
" the Natives Merehants.— and that We should refund and make 
“ good whatever sum it should be proved the King had been 
“ defrauded in the B evenues and Dutys by this practice ; and that 
" we should demolish our Fortifications.” 

These, Hon’hle Sirs, are the purport of the three Articles of the Machulka, 
however they may have varyed the wording of it, by not having it before me. 
Had the Suba any intention of being satisfyed with our concession to these 
Articles, he certainly would have rested here ; your Chief, Council, Fort, and 
. Garrison of Cossimbuzar was in his possession ; the Gentlemen had signed and 
executed the obligation' demanded of them ; he knew their signing it was not 
valid or binding without our Approval ; and if he had ever inclined to an accom- 
modation, he would have transmitted the terms they had complyed with, 
and at least have desisted untill our reply could have reached him, in place of 
cutting off, for some days, the xneans of all correspondence or inteUigence be- 
"tween us and your Factory ; and marching directly against us, without ever 
replying to, or taking notice of many Arassdasses received from us : but the 
truth is, his jealousy of tlie independent power of the Europeans in his coun- 
try was at this junctm’e confirmed; which he was determined to reduce ; and 

112 P. D. 
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1 • a. concihlP ours was the most formidable to him, we became the fil-st 
being sensible ouis w fiiio mv nnuolusion. I must here 


date in May last. In each of these, “He. avows his intention to i^educe the 
mwe?oE English, forbids his interfering on their behalf, asserting his hay- 
Fno- long intended it, and swears by God and His prophets, ,'yj? 

tliem out of the Country, unless they are satisfyed to trade m it on the footing 
they did in Jaffier Oawn’s Time”; (by which he meant before the time the 
Sh\e Company obtained their Phirmaund ) Your Eort at Oos^mbuzar 
(esteemed by all Judges more regular and tenable than that of Toit William) 
so near bis &pital, appeared too dangerous a hold, at a time he was influ- 
enced to believe our stUgth in India was four times more formidable than it 
rrallywas;and that we were on thoEveof a Erencli War, which would bo 
probably brought into his Country: Consistent with this was Ins expiession 
of resentment, at Eajamal, on receipt of Your President s Letter. ho shall 
dare to think of commencing hostilities in nay Country, or presume to 
imao'ine I have not Power to protect them ? ” and it was current in the mouths 
of ah decrees, when I was at Muxadavad, that Mahabut Jung had long medi- 
tated to destroy the Ports and Garrisons of the Europeans, and to reduce their 
trade on the Pooting of the Armenians. And here I hope it will not be deemed 
impertinent, if I recite, verbatim, the last discourse and Council which Mahabut 
Jung gave his grandson, a few days before his death ; and which I had from 
very good authority at Muxadavad, after my releasement. 

“ My Life has been a life of War and Stratagem : for what have I fought, 

“ to what have my Councils tended, but to secure you, my son, a 
“ quiet succession to my Subadary ? My fears for you have for 
“ many days robed me of sleep. I perceived who had power , 
“ to give you trouble after I am gone hence. Hossein Cooley 
“ Cawn by his reputation, Wisdom, Courage and Affection to Shaw 
“ Omel Jung, and his bouse I feared would obstruct your Govern- 
■ ■ “ment. His power is no more. Monickcliund Dewan, whose Councils 
“ might have been your dangerous Enemy, I have taken him to 
“ favour. Keep in view the power the European Nations have in the 
“ Country. Tliis fear I would also have freed you from, if God had 
“ lengthened my days. — The work, my son, must now be your : Their 
“ Wars and Politicks in the Telenga Country should keep you waking: 

“ on pretence of private contests between their Kings, they liave 
“ seized and divided the countiw of the King and the Goods of his 


“ People between them : think not to weaken all Three together, tlie 
“ power of the English is Great; they have lately conquered Angria, 
“ and possessed tliemselves of bis country ; reduce them first ; the 
“ others will give you little trouble, when you have reduced them. 
“ Suffer them not, my son, to have Portifications or Soldiers : if you 
“ do, the Country is not yours.” 


19. How consistent the Suba has been in his adherence to this last Coun- 
cil of his Grand-Pather, We have woefully felt ; but that wo wore not solely 
the objects of his resentment and designs, is evident : His Perwaunah to the 
Prench was dispatched the same day with ours : when He marched against us. 
Ho sent Perwannahs to both Prench and Dutch, with orders to provide, and 
join him with Ships, Men, and Ammunition, to attack to by Water, whilst he 
littacked us by land ; They refused; in consequence of their refusal, be invested 
their several Ports and Pactorj s, and demanded an exorbitant Sum from each. 
The Prench were glad to accommodate matters for the payment of three Lack 
and half of Rupees ; the Dutch for Pour Lacks and a Half, after having had, 
(these last) for a day and half, a body of the Suba’s Troops in their settlement, 
waiting orders to attack it, and a IMan stationed with an Axe in his hands to 
cut down their Flagg Staff & Colours. The Prench had not money to pay the 
Slulct laid on them, but gained- Roy Doolob to become their Security : the 
Dutch were reduced to immediate payment ; and both did then, and have over 
since have been obliged to endure the most audacious and exasperating insults. 
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from- tlic lowest peon in the service of the Government. That there was this 
difference in the sum exorted from them has been accounted for, (how justly I will 
not say,) by the supplys of Ammunition given the Suha privately hy the Agents 
for the French at Chandernagore. The thing, however, was verifyed by two of 
our Spys, who brought us intelligence, that the French, by. night, crossed over 
200 Chests of Powder to the Suba’s Army, then laying near Banka Bazar. 

20. Still consistent with the last advice of Mahabut Jung, he appeared at 
Rajauial satisfyed with the Answer from the French Directeur; though no one 

. can imagine his intelligence was such, that he was really imposed on as to the 
pretence of repairing the damage they had sustained by lightening ; he mani- 
fested sufficiently his resentment & intentions against both French and Dutch ; 
but there time was not come ; it was not his business to have the three Nations 
to encounter at once, hut to compromise, at the present, for as much as he could 
get from them; but that the French were, and still are, the next object of his 
Arms, will not admit of doubt, no more than that he would have proceeded 
immediately against them, had not his advices from his Court obliged him to 
proceed against Shocut Jung, the Purranea Nabob, as an object more important ; 
for when I was twice conducted into his presence, after the suiTender of the 
Fort, allinost his first question to me was, “ Will ye all engage to join me 
against the French”? Adequate has been the conduct of the Government to 
another part of IMahabut Jung’s advice; for though liberty of trade is granted 
to the Danes and Prussians, yet they are prohibited Fortifications or Garrisons. 
And in further proof of the resolutions of the Government to divest the Euro- 
peans of their Forts and Garrisons, and that We were the objects of his policy, 
and not of his resentment only (from either one particular private course or 
other, that may be transmitted you) I may justly add, the apprehensions of the 
French and Dutch themselves, who, on the first approach of our troubles, 
sent strenuous dispatches to their Principals at Batavia and Pondicherry, 
for the most expeditious supplys of Men, Ammunitions, &ca., and I doubt not 
but it will bo soon their turn to regret the having so quietly given us up a 
sacrifice, unless the Suha should be vanquished in ms present expedition 
against Shocut Jung. 

21. The 3rd Instant (November) a Perwannah arrived to the Dutch from 
the Suba’s Camp— -demanding them to join him against us, with threatenings 
if they refused ; and the same day a Perwannah reached the French Factory, 
purporting that ho was informed they were carrying on their Fortifications, and 
that if they did not immediately desist, he would pass through the Dutch 
Factory and Settlement, and with their (the Dutch) Soldiers distroy their Fort, 
and drive them out of the Country, as he had done the English ; and the Govern- 
ment have already obliged the French to take down their Colours erected on 
their Bounds. 

22. I believe, Jlon’ble Sirs, it will by this appear clearly evident to you, that 
the Governing principle in the Suha was Political, and the real object of bis 
proceedings the demolition of your Forts and Garrisons, as his demands allways 
expressed; not that I will be hard enough to over (sic), he had no concurring 
subordinate causes, that had a special colour of resentment ; and this reflection 
leads me to consider the other Two Articles of the Machulka, as their being insert- 
ed carry the appearance of complaint, though never before urged by him in any 
of his demands, as transmitted us by your Servants at Cossimbuzar. 

•23. That the abuse of Dusticks should be one cause of complaint, I am 
not surprized ; at the face of your consultations, just before the dispatch of your 
last years Ships, will give you, Hon’ble Sirs, my Sentiments of the ill use made of 
this indulgence to your Servants; my Minute and Motion on this subject was, 
after the dispatch of your Ships, taken into consideration, and such remedys & 
checks resolved on, as were judged might put a stop to the abuse. 

21'. That we should not protect the King’s subjects, is an Article will bear a 
much larger discussion. This prohibition, in the ext ent it might have been carryed 
by the Government, whenever they were inclined to obstruct your business or 
plunder your Merchants, would have rendered your trade most precarious ; had 
the Article been explained so as to prohibit our giving protection to those who 
wore actually Servants to the Government, or others not born in or for a term 
of years settled under our colours, it would, I think, have carryed nothing unjust 
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or unreasonable in it; but that by no means was the real intention of it. The 
Article bad a latitude in expression, that would include your Merchants and 
Inhabitants whenever the Suba or liis Ministers were pleased to call on them ; 
a call they would never fail in, on some pretence or other, whenever they had 
got any thing worth taking ; so that in truth, it would have bccfi as impossible 
for us, consistent with your interests, to have subscribed to this Article, as to 
the other, regarding the demolition of your Fortifications ; and the most favour- 
able terms intended for us (which I could with the utmost diligence learn 
when at Muxadavad) were, that if he had paid an implicit obedience to tho 
Suba’s commands, by delivering our Forts, and dismission of our Gan-isons, we 
should then have been permitted to trade, on paying Armenian Dutys; admit- 
ting Fouzdaar into your Settlement on the part of the Govcrn?ncnf,*nnd relin- 
quishing to them all Dutys of Consulage, Revenues, &c., — Terms scandalous and 
injurious to your Honour as well as commerce ; Terms which we could never 
have submited to, even if we had received no allarm from the side of France 
without sacrifizing the rights of your Phirmaund, giving up every part of our 
Trust, and breaking through your repeated standing Orders for more than 
thirty years past. 


26. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, it will appear to you, that submission could not 
have been paid by us to Two Articles of the Maehulka, executed by vour Chief 
and Council of Cossimbuzar, and that we had many months before "uarded 
against (as much as in us lay) the complaint laid in tho Third ; if the Honours 
and Consciences of Men were to be influenced by checks the most hindin" and 
solemn : but it is plain the Two Articles of Complaint were at the last inserted 
to give a colouring for enforcing the Third (and onlv one the Suba until! then 
insisted on, and had really in view). I am sensible, no small pains will he taken 
to throw the rise of your misfortunes hero, on every cause but the right. 

26. From the appearance of the Suba’s Letter to Govemour pfaoti Tour 

President seems to be solely culpable in drawing on his resentment, but 
neither justice or probability will justify tho conclusion. Angry he cerKinl^ 
was, at the terms of his Letter; but had not his resentments been much don«l'; 
founded, the terms of this Letter, or the error of one of Your Serrwc 
would never of itself have or can vindicate the cruel dcstrue! 

tion both Pubhek a,nd Private, attending his proceedings which fell cniVnlu' 
heayey. p wellon the Native. Subjects of the Mogolls as°on youreelm and 
and the p under of Moutto we know, was one no small subordinate 

mohve (instilled into him by two or ttee harpys in oonfldeneo abontS for 
his march against US, at a time when he wns rapaciously nlunderin.^ „ 

he could; amassing Wealth to enable him either to buy^at Court lii^ 

ation in the Suba Ship, or keep such a standing Eoree on Foot, as would seoure 
it to him, in spite of any opposition or orders from thence. secure 

27. That Matters might have been accommodated wini fi.n q i j- 
Sum of Money, as was effected by the French and Dutch, lim 

will be strongly alledged against us ; but by whomsoevei’ itT I 
say, they are either ignorant of the chain of Politicks and circunSnyton 
influenced and led him on, or never reasoned or tlimicFitf « ™®^^pecs which 
Suba’s whole conduct opposes this allegation; his Ministers^V^*^™! 

Orders sounded on the alternative, and your Chief and Council of Tvlf • 
advised us that he had declared Money was not the thin? w-oL j 
we should desist from our Fortifications, aud destroy ou?Nq^ 

28. The Protection granted the Family of Raibullob rnf t 

already given a faithful account) will, I also know, be ur^ed 

stances which never existed, as matter of heavy complaint ^ circum- 

the Suba never (that came to our knowledge) made eomriaint’nhm!f^®f 
not vindicate the protection beinff contimiRd t.n fiionv I ^iH 



extenuatrthat part ofourTondu™^^ to 

Freuch tJaUhe Mu7ng d‘„l“ b'e^NahTS'd 

the Fort, «feca., had been long a concerted scheme, the PresiSs and^+hf 
the Gentlemen of Council who went off in the Shippino* and ® 

as a 'Corroborating circumstance, myself 'and the other Gentlemen 6f^Cr°°n 
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being loft ft sncrnfico behind, (who they sny iiscd generally to oppose their 
measures) with this furlber addition tliat they bad embarked and carryed off 
with them the grenfest pari, of the wealth of the Settlement. However little 
right these Gentlemen hnVo to expect from mo a vindication of their conduct 
yet hero common justice to mankind forbids my silence, and urges me to 
defend them from a chaige, of .which I from my heart believe to be Infamoushj 
false, not only ns to the net, but the intention ; nor would I even repeat a Libel 
so scandalous and nnt rue, bad 1 not received information that some of Your 
own Servants bad forwarded from Your Subordinates (for want of a better) the* 
JUiblick Karmtivo the rreneb in llcngall sent to their Superiors, of the Capture 
of h'ort ■\Villi.nin ; in which Narrative I hear the above cruel charge has a idace 
in near the same terms I have recited it, willj many other causes assigned for 
this misfortune, equally void of prolwlnlify or truth. 

JiO. It W'ill by some, 1 doubt, not, be represented to you, that Omychund 
was at the bottom of .all the Suba’s Councils and proecedings against us; the 
jwrt be rdally acted under cover, in this nfT.air i.s dilllcult to distinguish and 
point out ; that be was much chagrined at the little influence be had in the 
scUlctnent fora few yean? last past, is not certain ; in applications fotbcHurbar 
(wherein be usually was the acting person between the Company and the 
Govennnent) little use bad been made of him, possibly morclind bceu better. — 
Ho this as it. will, if is most sure, bo bad no genenil weight in the place for 
these. I'our or I'ive years beyond what bis weallb gave him, so that bis 
Name and Koput.'ition bir.nme lessened in (he eye of the Government, .ns well 
,ns in Calcutta. J'iqued at this, and implacable in bis resentments, it is not 
improbable be worked with some instruments of the Durbar, to embroil ns 
in such manner as would make bis mediation and assisfonco necessary, and 
thereby regain bi.s credit and influence with bofb; little imagining things 
would go the length they did ; in which it mtisf have been most evident to him. 
His own large. pos.se.>'Sions would be equally the Sulm’s prey with yours; that 
be adviswl tins dispatch of Narntn Sing, to' demand Ibajhiillob’s t'amily, and 
introduced him into the set (lomeut, will not. 1 think admit of doubt, no more 
than that ho deeply n-senfed bis being turned out of.it again. His onde.avours 
with \Vnr,ced, to mitigate things, when be. really found they were coming to 
extremities, was 1 l>t;Jievo sincere enough unlill bis imprisonment by the Presi* 
dent, an net of bis power nn<l sole nutltorify, for which the jtrglcncc made use 
of was, in my judgment, by no means sufUelenl ; the correspondence detected 
between him and Uajaram Harknnili, (the Suba’s Head Sj)y) which was read 
,in the presence of many of tis, conf.ained in our opinions nothing to vindicate 
it, nor had yotir J’residcnt oven the. consent or ajtprnbation of his Oouucil for 
this slop, or. that I remember, ever required it. On bis imprisonment, bis 
Head .Icinmnutdnar, Jaggernnut Singh Ktabod himself, and set fire to his 
Slnstcr’s bouse, .and some of bis IVomen cither butchered themselves, or were 
butchered by others in the family, which became a scene of much horror and 
confusion, if can hardly bo doubled that Omychund became desperate iu bis 
resentments, and it is probable enough ho cxj)cdilod the march of the Suba’s 
Army, tli(.*n advanced, I think, ns far .ns Baukabazar ;'and it is likewise probable 
that ‘ho then sent hitn the real state of the Port & Gai’rison, and afterwards 
might (as has been generally suspected) from Tinio to Time, have given him 
intelligence; but this is all conjecture; wc only know, that his Jommautdaar 
just now mentioned, surviving of the Wound he had given himself, was put 
upon bis horse, and joined tbo Suba, whom ho informed of the transactions 
relating to bis master’s imprisonment ; and when the Eoemy was repulsed at 
Bangbazar, he led the Van of the Army to the Eastward and directed them the 
avcuucs by which they entered the next day. 

31, Prom olbcr.s, I believe, you will bo told, that the dismission of your 
Dadney krerchanfs was one cause of our misfortunes, arising from their en- 
deavours at tbo Durbar to embroil your aff.airs at tbo Aurungs, as conducted by 
your own Gomnsfahs, hoping thereby to get tho Dadney re-assumed, and them- 
selves rC'iflstaled ; nay some I have been informed have been hardy enough 
to urge and assort that the large increase of your Hevenue Zemindary was 
another very principal cause, which dmw tbo Suba’s attention on the Settle- 
ment, though themselves, your Ei'csidcnt & Council, and I believe the greatest 
part of tho Subadaary, as* well as thy Hon’blc Master know the credits of that 

nap. D. 
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brancli was only increased, willinui'auy iimovalinns iiuulv It; tlu- btniK h U<*Ay, 
l)ufc to its loss, and disadvantaj'i!. Many inoro aiid rrV"t»’i wisi.'jliy 

substantial -will, I doubt not, bo nssignod and fransmiitod to yo'.i by mk Ii bn y 



bo sulViciont to I’orco your Tradfi aj;ainst tbo opposition aj>d i sttijJb of it.i- 
Govcrnniont; or rodneo your ConninTco to tin? footinir of tin- Tro 't'jtn 
Danes, &c., without I'’orls and (birrisons at nil, and on pnynn jil of tior bnvo.t 
])utys that can be stipulated. — Tlio immtinitif s and privilrdticr. oryuit»(I yon in 
vouv Pbirmaunds, you find now arct»f no validity utihonl a Military ♦•xp'-a* '.- 
(more, X tear, tban otjuivnlcnl) to put thorn in force; hut on thi*-. if. v, iU 

he my duty, to give yon iny sent i men fs on another o -ca-ion mor.- at l.ar;,'*-, 
tvhilst at present 1 resttme the thread of toy Narrative, btoVe otf si tS,-*; 
surrender of your I'ort it Factory of Cossimhte/.ar ; Do* e.nvy er-.pttire of n bj.'-h. 
concurring with his intcJttinns beyond hi*, expcetalimi!., not rody rrave the 
lini'shing strokes to his resolves, hut expoditcfl and facilitated hi-, tnareh to 
Calcutta; which loads mo to a consideration of the immidiate fsin-.-i of it', 
sudden reduction, mostnoodrull to bo known to my l.I«»»i'b!*' Masters! ; ts,*- 
Kocks and Quick S.ands on which we have unhappily strttek and split, t.eiai,: 
fairly and candidly laid down, may prevent a sec'ind Wre rk of your ll.'.t.vt*- ati-l 
Trade.. 

32. Those causes' I will bog leave to invedigate und< r Tl.ree C* neral 
Heads ; — The State of our Fortilicalious & Garrison : Tb»- St.'ii** of our .Vmmn- 
nition, Guns, and Slilitary Stores: and, Dm scv»*nl error.*; and mie.-arre.'.gt-'i 
arising from a doQoioncy ‘(or rather a total want) of Military kimwh dgi: ' or 
Order. 

33. To the First Article of my fii-st General Head, it will not lo-eomi. nn* to 



Fortifications, Mess" Hrakc, 'Watts, Scot, & Mnnningham, we have ever I ron 
kept strangers to ; but T will ventuvo to conclude, th:\t bad the Monev whieh 
was expended on the Fodoubt, Hrawbridgo, erected at lJ.na!:bni-.;ir, and that 
which was meditated to ho spent on the Circuit of Ditch beyond our HontuN. 
as also that which was disbursed on the Battevys, if*, raised on the Snba’s 



, employed to a more important use and purpose, and have been a suHicieni 
discouragement to the Government to have prevented any project or hopes of 
attacking it, with any probability of success. — 1 am sensible it will be urr'Kl tbe 
Government’ would have never suffered those Measures, a veasoniu" rr Post 
Facto will not invalidate my conclusion; for had it l)een thought of, or carrvod 
into execution, at the commencement of the Old Siiba's sickixccs, wlu-n* evorv 
thing at the Durbar was in confusion, and both partys there omplovod on their 
own schemes & designs, the Work might have been effected without anv let 
or hmclrance, a Perwannah might possibly have reached us, to Prohibit our pro- 
ceedings but no Troops could have been sent against ns, whilst the attentions of 
the clashing interests at the Suba’s. Court were taken up in sccuvin« each 
their own safety on his demise What might have been done during that 
favourable inteiwal is sufficiently evident from tlie allmost inconceivable 
useless works which we accomplished during the space of a few clnvs onlv • 
and the same Pjea which your. President urged in his Letter to the Siilia; 
subsisted equally at the beginning of the Old Suba's sickness, when ho had 
reason enough to be allarmed by the apprdhch of a War with Franco The 
ruinous state of the Line to the Westward of the Fort, had been a reproach 
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to. your settlement, aud to every thing bearing the name of Fortifications for 
more tbnu Two years, and was in strong and just (I will not'*say veiy decent) 
t<!rms represented id a Letter to thb Board, by Mr. Jasper Leigh Jones, the 
Captain of your Train, I think in April br May 1756, but no steps taken to 
repair it untill m*o had reason hourly to expect the Enemy at our doors. The 
whole Easterly Curlaiti had been for many years in so ruinous a condition as 
not to bear a Gun ; one we fired from it, a three or four Pounder, as I remem- 
ber, which made its way through tho terrace.’ Through this Curtain from the 
Principal Gate to tho North-East Bastion, wore struck out live or six largo 
■B’indows, so many breaches ready made for the Enemy, in a quarter too 
where we were most -liable to bo attacked ; and sum up tho whole, the New 
Godowns to the Southward had rendered your Two Southerly Bastion’s useless 
to each other, and to the whole Southerly p'ace of the Fort, which could not be 
Hanked by a single Gun from either Bastion : — From a consideration of these 
circuni||ances, joined to tho incumbrance of the Church and Houses round us, 
and the other wants and disadvantages mentioned in my Letter of tho 17"* 
July, it is self evident, the place could not have held out an hour against a 
European Eneihy. 

S‘l. The State of your Garrision comes nc.vt under view; a sulyect on 
which I could wish my duty to your Service would permit my silence, as 
truths disagreeable to me in the recital, and very unplcasing to you to hear, 
must-arise from the smallest scrutiny made in it. It is most irksome to a 
benevolent mind, to rehearse the faults which may be justly charged even 
against the Living, much more so against tho Dead, become so in a great 
mea’suro by there 'own erroi-s, and want of knowledge in the dutys of their 
]»rof(>ssion ; but the choice and n])pointmcnt of commanding Officers in your 
Garrison, is now heepme so important a consideration to the well being of your 
Service, that none who would have any claim to your favour or would be 
deemed faithfull to tho trust you have reposed in them, can be vindicated in 
concealing the truth from you.* 

36. Your Five Commanding Officers were, Commandant Menchin, Captains 
Clayton, Buchanan, ^Yithcringtbn, & Grant; each of these Gentlemen (Captain 
Clayton excopbal) had seen service, either in Europe or on the Coromandel Coast : 
touching the Military capacity of our Commandant, I am a stranger. I can only 
say we were unhappy in his keeping it to himself, if he had any; as neither 
I, nor I believe any one else, was witness to any part of his .conduct, that 
spoke or bore the appearance of his being Ihc commanding Military Officer in 
the Garrison. lYhethcr this proceeded from himself, or his not being properly 
supported in his rank, I cannot say; but such, I have heard, has been his 
allegation and pica for his supine remissness, at a juncture which required the 
exertion of every quality he could have been master of. Your Ib’esident, I 
remember, spoke to mo moi'o than once witli’miich uneasyness, at the begin- 
ning of our troubles, on the indolence of the Commandant, and seemed.to think 
of breaking him ; had this measure been carryed into execution, it' had been 
bettor for the service, and, I think, for that- Gentleman too; the disgrace' would 
have been less, I believe, in tho opinion of all mankind, than that which falls 
on ihm by his quiting tho Fort and Garrison in the manner he did,^ whilst 
he bore the character of tho Commanding Officer in it ; but tbe mischief was, 
we could not have stoped here ; tho next Gentlemen in Command to him had 
never seen any Service, and I am sorry to say, demonstrated his want of the 
most essential requisites of a Soldier. Had both these Gentlemen been set aside, 
and the next in Command pi'of erred to the Commandantship, it would have 
promised a happier issue for them and us; and most assuredly, this was no time 
to have regarded terms or ceremony. Remission or a deficiency of Military 
knowledge in Commanders, wdion coming to .action, are equally fatal in their 
consequences, and are ever the parents of neglects, confusion and disorders ; and 
Troops, I believe, are hardly ever known to do their duty, unless where they 
have an opinion of, as W'cll as love for their Commanders. That neither was tbe 
■case, with rcgai-d to tiie two Gentlemen above mentioned, I believe the whole 
settlement can witness with me ; and they were in no higher degree of esteem 
with their Subalterns' than with their Soldiers; The prefering Cap‘ Buchanan, 
who was next in Command to- them, would have obviated all the disadvantages 
we laboured under in this particular ; a Gentleman whose character ,as a man, 
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and a Soldier, deserved a better fate than the unhappy one which befell lii'nij 
by the errors and* misconduct of others : the vacant ■Com panys would liave been 
•filled up with those, we had good reason to tliink (and who indeed j)rovcd 
themselves) Brave Officers. — The next in Command to Cap‘ Buchanan, in the 
Batallion, would then have been Captain Grant ; a Gentleman who had, during 
his stay in the garrison, remarkably exerted himself in every duty whicli 
could have been expected from him, and demonstrated no want , of either spirit 
or Military Skill, but much the cdntvary, however both may have surfored in 
the eye of the World by his quiting the Fort with your President and for 
want of an opportunity of vindicating his conduct*by a proper enquiry being 
‘ made into it. The Captain of- your Train was a laborious, active Officer, but 
confused j and would, I believe, have had few objections cither to his character, 
diligence or conduct, had we been fortunate in having any Commander-in - 
Chief to have had a proper eye. over him, and taken care that lie did his duty. 
Here we had a fatal instance of a remissness in Command ; for that ^vc had 
neither a sufficiency of Ammunition, nor that good, w’as doubtless as much 
the fault of those above him, (whose duty it was to have inspected his conduct) 
as his ; but as this poor Gentleman fell a sacrifice, as well to his own, as to the 
errors of others, they should be touched as lightly as possible. 

86. Thus, Hon’ble Sir, I have given you as faitbfull a picture of the Comnaan- 
ders of your Five Companys as I can draw, or as I hope can bo drawn by any 
one else : Three of them my wretched companions in the Black Hole, perishsed 
there, as did also all your Brave Subalterns (Ensign Walcot and Carstairs 
excepted) where I will leave them, and proceeds to consider yonr Troops in 
Garrison; consisting, as already mentioned in my Letter of the i7“‘ July,by the 
Muster Rolls laid before us, about the e*** or 8‘’' of June, of I'l-B in the .Batallion, 
and 46 of the Train, Officer's included, and in both, only CO European. We were 
taught to believe, that there were at all your Suboi'dinates, at least 200 Men, tlie 
best of our Garrison, viz*, at Cossimbuzar 100, at Dacca about 40, at Luckipore 
30 and Ballasore about the same number ; but it is certain the numbers there 
barely exceeded One hundred : Whether two liundred ought to liave been 
there or not, I am not master enough of the subject to declare ; so am obH'^ed 
— '^1^0 (or inliis 

absence your second) bad allways*the inspeiloji of the Rolls and mustering the 
people. Of these handfull of Troops in GarriSCAjthere were not five who had 
ever, I believe, seen a Musket fired in anger. Had tlie~M\iUa^f the place been 
(agreeable to your Orders P' GodolpJiin, Anno 1751) regularl^traTfld to Arms, 
they might at this juncture have been a most seasonable supply : but this essoiial 
regulation, I am sorry to say, was totally neglected, so that when, we came to 
action, there were hardly any amongst the Armenian and Portugueese Inhabi- 
tants, and but few amongst the European Militia, who knew the right from 
the wrong end of their pieces. From the Militia, about 65, chiefly Europeans, 
entered Volunteers in the Batallion, (most of them your own covenant Servants) 
in whose just praise, I can hardly say enough. They sustained every hardship of 
duty greatly beyond the Militai'y ^ themselves ; their address in the use of 
their Arms was astonishing, the short time there was to train them considered ; 
and though their bravery may have been equalled, I am sure it has not been 
exceeded, by any set of men whatever. A considerable body of these, were bn 
the Saturday morning relieved from duty, and were gone on board the Ships to 
deposit their Papers, or on other occasions relative to their private affaii's ; as 
were likewise on the like call, many of the Militia, with Four of their Officers 
to Wit, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, Captain Lieutenant Henry Weddei* 
burn, Lieut* of the First Company, and Ensigns Sumner, & Charles Douglas, all 
of them Gentlemen who had failed in no part of duty, either as Officers or 
Soldiers, in the defence of the place ; so that there is no reason to doubt the 
veracity of their .own assertion, in which they are joined by the Volunteers ; 
“ That they bad no intention, but to return to the defence of the place, nntiii 
" they saw your President, Commandant Menchin, Cap* Grant and Mr. Mackett 
“quit it; (Mess’* Manningham & Frankland having quitted it before) and 
“ a General retreat rumoured and indeed, immediately after, all means of 
returning were cut off from them, by the falling down of every Ship, Vessell, & 
Boat. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, Ton see onr Garrison, small as it wa^ reduced & 
weakened, both in it’s strength, Officers and Councils, in a very important 
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degree, to the disheartening those who stayed, and encouragement of the Enemy 
and when it is considered, those remaining, including Officers, Volunteers, 
Soldiers and Militia, did not exceed one hundred and seventy Men*; and that 
of these there were 25 killed, and about 70 wounded, before Noon the 20‘'*,,ahd 
the whole exhausted of their strength, by ’continual duty and action, & our 
people of the Train reduced to 14 only ; it would not, I hope, have been wondered 
at, had we surrendered Your Fort without parley or capitulation, though it is 
certain we should not have surrendered ourselves, had not bur own People 
forced the Western Gate during the parley; for haying no dependence on. the 
clemency of the Bneniy we had to deal with, we had meditated, in case the 
S* George with Her Boats failed us, the forcing a Eetreat that Night, through 
the Southei’ly Barrier hy the Biver Side, and have marched untill we came 
under cover of the Ships, then lying below Surmans Garden ; imagining the 
Enemy would he too much employed on the plunder of the Fort, to have 
molested us greatly in our retreat. 

37. On my second General head I shall have little to say. That we had 
not powder sufficient, and that we had, not good ; that we had hardly any 
Shells fitted, or Fuzes fitted to them ; that there was hardly a carriage that 
would bear a gun; that the 60 fine Canon you sent out. three years ago 18 & 
24-lb®, lay neglected under your walls; and that we were, deficient in allmost 
every kind of Military Stores, are all truths, will not admit of dispute ; hut who 
is properly accountable for these defects, or under whose immediate care and 
inspection they were, or ought to have been, must, Hon’ble Sirs, be determined 
by yourselves. 

38. I am come now to my third and last General head, our own errors ; 
a subject, I am sorry to declare, too fruitfull of matter, though bearing great 
extenuation, when it is considered, we had in truth no Military head to guide 
us ; and that I may be as little tedious as possible, I will wave the rehearsal of our 
smaller errors, and keep to those most capital ones, which variously, in my 
judgment, contributed to the loss of your Settlement, and were the causes of 
embarassing and preventing our general retreat, with the publick and private 
effects deposited in your Fort ; and shall recite these in order of time as they, 
happened, that if due heed be paid to them, the like misfortune may be avoid- 
ed in future. 

39. Our first capital error was, the neglecting taking possession of Tanners 
Fort, on our provisions being prohibited the Settlement, and when there was- 
no Force or Troops there to have opposed ns ; tliis measure in our first Council 
of Wars, I moved and urged, with every argument in my power, should be done 
with 25 or 30 Men, and a party of Buxii’ries, and that a Battery of six Guns 
should be immediately erected there towards the Northward or Land side. In 
this motion I was- strongly seconded -by Mon®*' La Beaume, and I think Cap‘ 
Grant only, and consequently it was oveivruled. The utility I thought evident. 
It would .have secured provisions from the other side of the River, or the Suba 
must have devided his forces ;• it would have secured the retreat of 'our Ship- 
ing, it might have been a retreat to ourselves,- or 'if at last drove from it, we 
had it still in our power to destroy it, in such wise as to have rendered it use- 
less, and prevented, its proving a troublesome thorn in our sides, ■which it may 
.possibly yet be, if. ever we advance again 'to retake- your Settlement, as our 
Ships must pass within allmost Pistol shot of it. Gentlemen saw the utility of 
this measure too late; our Ships were sent down to attempt- the jjossessibn of it; 
a great deal of ammunition was fruitlessly. thrown away against it; our Ships 
received much damage, and were obliged to make an inglorious ' retreat, ’ to the 
no small encouragement of. the Enemy and our disgrace ; and to sum lip all 
the misfortunes attending this error, our Ships in their flight, with' that part 
of the colony, who left the Fort, wei’e, from the fire they were obliged to sus- 
tain from this Fort, and the little order observed amongst .themselves, thrown 
into such confusion that several-ran ashore, and some; the richest in the fleet 
fell into the Enemy’s hands, and were plundered. 

40. ' Our second capital error, with our small and un-’trained Garrison, was, 

I conceive,- the raising the three advanced Posts and Batteries to the North- 
ward, Eastward, Soutlnvard, ahd at the Jail, which answered no purpose, but ex- 
hausting,' harassing, & destroying the few people we had. If we, in place of th:s 
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SrS' wf^utMnUo W. and .iU. hardly any 

sibilitv of success. Prom these Posts, close under the cover of ohi ^r 

troops^ could hardly have been attacked, much less dislodged, 

dent proofs aftei-wards n-hen the put-posts were secure* 

;peared a necessity for abandoning them,. the retreat to the P t i «osts* 

considerably less than half the number of troops 

would have been sufficient for this service,^ and 

had followed, a regular relief for duty, of which we had none, as 3 

unhappily conducted, nor. would that infinite collusion and wor 

Port have ensued, which did. On withdrawing these Batteries, the Por . 

in a manner left defenceless for the support of thenri, and little ® J 

tbereturnof troops, fatigued and hardly able to stand. -—^ou have, Hon e , 

an exact plan of Tour Settlement, and of every house in it, on inspec ion 
which, y'ou will, at one view, see the in-utility of these three prmcipal ou - 
posts. That to the northward was erected to defend the pass 


the Court House, 
Eastern Gate, & 


..cx,. was erectea to aeiexm t-nc between the 

corner of Mr. Griffitbs’ House, and tbe river side ; a precaution totally use ess, 
as you will find Mr. Griffith’s house, Tour Salt Petre Godowns, and the whole 
street were eommanded by the Guns on the North East Bastion witlim less 
than Musket shot of Tour Port. That to the Eastward, as 
Ton will find commanded by the Battery over the 
from the old & New South-East Bastions within Musket shot. 
to the Southward was not indeed commanded by any Gun from the 
Port hut Pield Pieces advanced a few paces without, your^ Eastern Gate, 
would not only have commanded that, hut the other two principal avenues to 
the Port, if the Battery on the Gate, and the N. E‘ Bastion had not been deemed 
a sufficient defence against the approach of the Enemy, and had they advanced 
by the ditch to the southward of the Burying Ground, and up^ the avenue be- 
tween that and my House, or penetrated through the Burying Ground, we 
still had nothing to apprehend from them, as the whole square between the 
southerly face of the Port, and the Hospital, and Gate of the Burying Ground, 
was commanded, not only by the New S. E. Bastion, hut by seven 4- 
Pounders on the New Godowns, and our small arms from thence and the Com- 
panys House. Had the disposition I have mentioned been made, and the Walls 
of the Loll Baag and those opposite the Company’s House levelled, it is more 
than probable the Saha at last would have been obliged to retreat with his 
army ; for it is plain he had none with him capable of erecting any Battery 
that could have hurt us, (that which did us most damage being our own 18 
lbs turned against us from the Court House), and with their small arms, there 
was hardly a possibility of approaching near enough to have affected us. — My 
conclusions, Hon’ble Sirs, are on this head, the result of reason, and a late fatal 
experience, and not of Art, for I am no Soldier ; hut cannot help thinking 
such would have been the salutary deposition, had we been happy enough to 
have had a Soldier at our head, or a Chief Commanding Officer in any degree 
skilled in the art of defence; hut, in place of it, lines were formed, which re- 
quired ten times the number of Men to defend : Lucky we were in having an • 
Enemy who had as little skill and address in the attack, as we in the de^ 
fence, and much less resolution, or on the night of the 16”* or 17‘S they might 
have entered at four different posts, and cut off the retreat to the Port of 
each of tbe five advanced Batteries (including Baag Bazar and the Jail), for. 
not a Gun could have been fired to cover their retreat, but must have been 
equally levelled at our own troops, as at the Enemy. In the Avenue between' 
r. Coates* & Omychund’s Houses, We sunk a ditch and threw up a Eank within, 
which post, for want of people, was trusted to the Guard of 4 Pykes only. 
Tbe importance of this will appear in a moment, (from the Plan of your Settle- 
ment before you,) through which the Enemy might have thrown ten thousand 
ilen into the very centre of our lines, before, or as soon as we could have known 
any thing of the matter. In the Avenue North of the Court House Tank was 
another ditch sunk, which, from the . same cause, was little better defended 
than the former. Prom the South East angle of the Park, to the Comer of. Mr. 
Lascell’s House, was. a third, defendend by a Corporal and 6 Men. The 4“* was at 
tbe entrance into the square, the lesser Tank, by Mr. Putham’s House, and. de- 
fended by a detatchment from the South Advanced Battery ; at neither of 
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thcso four immediate posts were planted a single Oannon^ and might have 
been forced in the night, without the loss of ton men to tho Enemy, and the 
neglect of it cost them some thousniids. I am the more particular on this sub- 
ject, in proof of the error I have here censured, because, from tlie plan before 
you, you will l)o convinced, from the situation of those posts that the forcing 
any one of them in the night, would have intercepted the retreat to the Port 
of the Troops stationed at all tho advanced 13attei*ics, and caused the im- 
mediate surrender of tho Port; and points out, not only tho danger, and in- 
utility of these Battorys, hut the impropriety of forming an extent of line 
we had not Men to defend. And to coinjdcat our blunders in engineering, a 
trench ^Yns sunk through Your Park, from Korth to South, within little more ' 
than half Muskett shot of your Bastions, tlic earth of which proved (after the 
advanced Batteries were withdr.iwn) a secure breast work to the Enemy, and 
from whence they did us the greatest injury with their Small Arms. We were, 
it is plain Engineers in theory only, with the additional misfortune, that those 
in supuriour Cointnnnd either had no judgment in the direction, or did not 
chusc to show it, whilst others who had probably better, could not with pr6- 
priety iuterfen?; to which 1 may add, we had noitlicr lime for projection or 
Execution; ,aml still further proof, we should have remained satisfyed in 
occupying the IJonses round ns, nnd trusted to ojir Port only. 

•11. A third error, and which I esteem a capital one, was the neglecting 
to atlaek th«‘ n'ar of that Body of Troo]>s which supported tho Enomys Center 
in their attack of the .Tail the lb"*. This Body consisted of 5,000 chosen Men 
nnd Onieers. Thu Troops that defended this Post snst.aincd the Enemys attack 
for some time in the open road, before the Jail, with two Picld pieces and 
their small Arms; h«it being entirely open to tho Enemy, nnd having some killed 
and several wonndi'd, they were obliged at last to retreat under cover into the 
.Tail with iheir J'k'UJ jncces, having htffore prejjared two Ambi-azures for them 
in the vvnll, which commanded tho Avonne through which tho enom3r'wnr^ 
advancing, nnd the Post was obstinately and gallantly defended for a great 
while, umlcr the eonnnnnd of Jilons'- Ec Beaumc nnd Ensign Carstairs, During 
the att.nck of this Post, and just after tho Troops rctrc.itcd into the Jail, wo 
projected at (he centre aclvnnecd Battery, the ntt.ncking (ho Enemy in (he rear, 
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• “it as soon as the Center Battery was withdrawn*’. To this I am obliged to 
object, as a reason. very insufficient : if any reasons at all subsisted, for their 
being erected and maintained prior to the withdrawing: the center Battery, 
they subsisted as much, if' not more afterwards; at least, there was no. cause in 
nature for the order for spiking up the cannon. The South Advanced Battery had 
never been attacked, the Northerly had, in the morning, and repulsed the Enemy ; 
the only circumstance^ to be apprehended, was the retreat of the Troops being 
cut off, which was easily guarded against, as we knew the Enemy was within 
our lines.^ A reserve Battery had been thrown up cross the pi’incipal South 
Avenue, just opposite to the Company’s House, and close under the cover of the 
• Guns from the two Southerly Bastions, with intention that Captain Buchanan’s 
Command should retire to it with his Cannon, in case he was obliged to retire 
from the advanced Battery at the Bridge ; but this was never thought of. At this 
reserve Battery they could not have been attacked, without infinite loss to the 
Enemy ; nor flanked from the entrenchment cut through the Park or Boll 
Baag, which, in its whole length, was scoured by our Small Arms finm the 
Church ; that and Mr. Eyre’s House being taken possession of on abandoning 
the centre Battery, which likewise secured the retreat of Cap* Lieut* Smith’s 
command ; so that there could he no reason for quitting either of those Posts 
in the precipitate manner, they were, which was the cause of infinite confusion 
amongst ourselves, and of no small encouragement to the Enemy, and* proves a 
support to the censure I think I have justly passed on our 2“® Capital Error, 
that it had been a happy incident if these Out Posts had never been thou‘»ht 
of. I mu^t not quit this subject, without doing particular justice to Lieut*' Blagg 
and 10 01 Volunteers, (8 of them your covenanted servants) viz., MessT® 
La'w, Elhs, Tooke, N. Drake, Cha® Smith, Wilkinson, Dod, Knapton, William- 
Parker and Mackpherson ; these Gentlemen were detatched from Cap* Bucha-. 
nan s Post, to sustain a sergeant and 16 Men posted in Mr. Goddard’s House, to 
^fend the Post at Mr, Pulham s, and threw themselves into Captain Minchin’s 
House, from the top of which they made a great slaughter of the Enemy; and 
when that Post was forced, the serjeant and his Men made a precipitate retreat 
to the^ Batteiy, without once thinking of the Gentlemen posted at Captain 
Minchm s, where these had a long & bloody conflict with a number of the 
oemy, most unequall, and at last forced a retreat, glorious to themselves, 
^t with the loss of two of their small detatchment ; Ws., Mess” Smith & 
.Wilkinson, who by mistoke was separated from the body; the first refused 
quaiter, and killed 6 of the Enemy before he feU; the other called for quarter, 
hut was. denyed it, and cut to pieces. 

\ brought you, Hon’ble Sirs) to the fifth and last act of our 

errors, which brought on as fatal and melaucholly a catastrophe, 
fho fin aunals of any people, or colony of people, suffered since 

^o^ernour. Mess" Manningham, Prankland, 
Vniii. W Officers, and a considerable part of the colony, abandoning 

Garrison, with the Ships and VesseJJs, whereby the re- 

ber of about 1 Vp Sf S intents and purposes cut off, to the num- 

Enemv - amnnLf and left a sacrifice to an exasperated and merciless 

and -raiuable Council, a great number of your principal 

SlmdI?Siins Servants, Three Military Captains, Several Com- 
tants and oth£s On? Commissioned Officers, many of the principal Inhabi- 
words summed nV* in Proceedings in this distressful! situation, I have in few 
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it can be incumbent only on your Governour, and Oommander-in-CUief, and the 
Gentlemen of Council, and the OiEcers who accompanycd him in this defection, 
to vindicate, if possible, this piece of conduct ; nor 6an it be wondered, that those 
neither in trust or command, should quit a cause, where those who bore the 
highest distinctions. in both, deserted it: Tlrat the I’ort was not tenable, is a 
truth cannot be contradicted, any more than that a general retreat, witli all 
EfEeots, publick and private, might, with ease, have been effccled, had those on 
whom it rested, done their duty. When I mention a General Retreat, I would 
be understood to mean no more than of the European Inhabitants, the Garrison 
and their Familys ; as for the .multitude of others which were (by an infatuation 
not to be accounted for) admited into the Fort, to the number of 0,000 at least, 
they must have been abandoned ; they would have suffered nothing by being 
left behind, and have caused much embarrassment and distress to the whole 
by being embarked. As I have before done justice to the Officers of Militia and 
others, who were embarked without (I am convinced) having any intention 
to abandon the Fort, I must in this place likewise render justice, to the best of 
my knowledge and information, to the character of one of your Board, Mr. 
William Maokett : This Gentleman had the Command of the 2°^ Company of 
Militia, and on the 17“* at Night went to see his lady (and children) on Board 
the Dodaly where, about 11 at night, he left her dangerously ill as she 
was and 'returned to the Fort, though the strongest persuasives, I am well 
informed, were used to detain him on Board. Could any consideration or plea 
been prevalent enough to shake that of honour, the situation of this Gentle- . 
men’s Family, joined to those persuasions, would have swayed his stay ; but he 
returned to the duty, his honour called him, and with the consent and ap- 
probation of M" Maekett. Early on the morning of the lO***, the President, Mr. . 
Maokett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myself and others were employed in 
outing open the bales of Cotton, and filling it in Baggs, to carry upon the 
Parapets ; then (I recollect) Mr. Maekett intimated to me the unhappy condi- 
tion he left his lady in the preceding night, and expressed his desire and 
intention to step on Board for five minutes, to see her : that this was the sole 
motive of his going without any design of abandoning the Fort, I am in my 
sentiments convinced of ; and is, I think, proved by the whole of his behaviour 
during the Siege, and his return to the Fort from the Dodaly the preceding 
night. With equall pleasure I would embrace any, even probable, appearance 
to justify the conduct of your other Servants in higher trust ; against whom I 
with more real concern say, the charge lyes too heavy & obvious to admit of 
extenuation. The proof, and supporting this charge, I could wish a task imposed 
on any body else ; but none unluckily, but myself is equall to it, as none can be 
so well acquainted with the circumstances attending it; and however galling 
the remembrance of my own chains, sufferings & losses may be, they shall 
not influence me to deviate from truth, though such remembrance may uro’e 
me to terms of seeming bitterness, hardly unavoidable, when those sufferino's 
can be attributed to naught but the unaccountable conduct I am now 
impeaching — a conduct which (however palliated by a thousand frivolous 
reasons) will justly lay Tour President, & Mess” Manningham & Frankland 
open to the censure of Breach of Trust, of the highest imprudence and 
inconsistence, and prove them strangers to the very dictates of humanity. 

4t. In what degree either of the above named Gentlemen may appear less 
culpable than the others, or really are so, is not my business to determine ; this 
Hon’ble Sirs, 1 will leave to Your judgment & sentence, whilst I give you as 
faithfull a statement of the facts, as is in my power ; that. Mess" Manningham’s 
& Frankland’s falling down from the Fort with the Dodaly, and refusino* to 
return to it, and join our Councils the night of the 18*^ though more than once 
summoned, to it by Tour President, were the primary causes, all the confusion 
that ensued, will, I think, hardly admit of contest : the defence those Gentlemen 
make to exculpate themselves, stand on the face of the Fulta Consultations 
of the 14‘’* July last, and are replyed to by me, on my return from Ballasore, in 
a’ Letter to the Board at Fulta, under date the 26*’* of October last. Copy of 
which I hereunto annex ; the departure of the Dodaly (of which those Gentle- 
,men were part Owners) and their refusal to return, were the cause of jealousies 
and fears, which otherwise would never have existed ; and the Garrison are well 
vindicated in their conclusions, (that when Gentlemen, who bore the most dis- 
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tiuguished charactovs botli civil and Military, had quitted & refused to return 
to their trust, and duty, every man was providing for himself the best he 
could. The Captain of the Bodaly exculpates himself, by producing, from Tour 
President an order of the 15*** June, purporting, that he should obey all such 
orders as he should receive from himself or Mr. Manningham;: and these 
Gentlemen take the advantage of this order, to prove their power, and extenuate 
their departing with the Ship; a Power which, devolved, to Mr. Manningham 
for quite another purpose, and cannot be wrested, with either truth or propriety, 
to the purpose it is now produced to serve, as Tour President can well witness. The 
inspection and necessary orders to be issued in matters relative to the marine, was 
offered and undertaken by Mr. Manningham, to ease the President and not with 
the intention that ho should be thereby empowered to distress him and the garrison , 
with the defection of that Ship, and of quitinga trust which opened the way, 
and was I believe, in some measure, the cause of Tour President quiting his 
trust also on the succeeding morning, though I offer it not in sufficient vindi- 
cation of a conduct not to be vindicated, in one who bore the character of 
Governour & Oommairder-in-Ohief of Tour Port & Garrison. That things were in 
the utmost confusion I admit; That no' pi'oper order, rule or command was 
observed, is most true ; That the proceedings of Mess” Manningham & Prank- 
land. were suspicious and allarmiug, I grant ; bnt on whom will all this reflect 
and recoil ? Had, on the first refusal these Gentlemen made to join our Councils 
at this important juncture, the Ship been remanded back, under the cover of 
our Guns, and a detatchment sent to bring them to their duty, in place of their 
being suffered to wait for one to defend the Ship from the hazard they them- 
selves had brought her into, without orders or knowledge of any one in the 
Garrison, the measure would have spoke the Commander & Governour-in- Chief ; 
a thousand mischiefs had been avoided, nor he himself reduced the next day 
to the unbapply dilemma which at last ended in his following their example, 
to the destruction of those left behind ; and with the knowledge, that neither the 
Company’s Treasure, Books, or essential Papers were embarked, no more than 
'the immense property then deposited in the Port, consisting of your own 
effects, and of a multitude of others, left miserable and indigent by the desertion ; 
in having all means cut off from them of saving it, and with those very Ships 
which were employed and destined for its preservation. Portitude is not given 
to every one; and I may most .justly plead excuse for any failure arising from 
our want of Military knowledge; it could not be expected from us, but every 
act of common pi’udence will : if the lives of so many brave and valuable 
.Men, who perished by this conduct, merited no regard, these Gentlemen own 
support with their employers depended on their having a regard to their 
Effects entrusted to their charge ; as Treasurers, it was incumbent chiefly on 
them to see that the Treasure was embarked ; • this was a measure judged 
eligible in a Council of "War, before the Port was judged not tenable, and sure 
ought immediately to have been carryed into execution. That Coolys could not 
be obtained to carry that and the Company’s books off, as alledged on the face 
of the Pulta Consultation, must appear to every body then in Garrison, and 
indeed to the whole world, a pretence to palliate a needless panick, disorder 
and neglect. That many Effects were that night embarked, is a truth known 
to every body ; and on suppositions there was not a cooley in the Port, a single 
to paz could have Embarked the last years Books, the consultation, and the 
essential papers. But it must appear a fact beyond contradiction, that these, and 
evei’ything else, were sacrificed & abandoned to the consideration of these 
Gentlemen’s own safety, though that, no ways endangered, but from the steps 
taken to secure it ; for had we been joined in our Councils, and the Ships 
continued under the protection of our Guns, or brought back, and any the 
least command exerted, we had it our power to leave the Suba the bare walls 
of your Port, only without a Gun in it that could have been of any use to 
him, or injury to us or the Shipping. Had we remained united in our force, 
and any proper spirit "shewn, and examples made, what could have been 
apprehended from a few drunken Dutch Soldiers, or a few Seditious amongst 
the rabble of the Militia ; the President, Council, Officer, Gentlemen in the 
Service, Volunteers, & principal inhabitants, were surely more than equall to 
quell any tumult that could, have been raised by those, to have oh^ructed an 
orderly Retreat with every thing of value deposited in the Port.. Had this been 



3G 


done "witli proper coolness & resolution, &. the whole Colony procecflcd as early 
in Auffust as thePleet could push out to, Fort S‘ George, with tlic Jitreets, 
publick and private, immense had been the gain to both ; there proper measures 
mit'ht have been espeditiouslv consulted and adopted, for tlic rc’esfahlishment 
of^the Settlement; and the remains of our shaltcred and dislresscd Colony 
would have met. repose and shelter : this step would have been eligible, even 
in the wretched circumstances they I’ctircd ; but the misfortune is, errors are 
fruitfull, and generally beget one another; the panicle which first seized the 
Gentlemen in Command, never lost its influence; the little saved was, in the 
general confusion, lost at Tanners and Buzbudgea : and in place of continuing 
their route to Forts* George, the alternative of residing at Fulta was determined 
on, and such advices forwarded to that Presidency by Mr. Manningham, as made 
it a case of necessity to remain there, under such disadvantages and distresses 
as I believe hardly ever a wretched people laboured, and at an irnmense 
expence to yourselves in supporting the Colony, and Freight of Ships for 
tbmr reception and defence; part of your cxpence, indeed, daily lessened, by 
the multitudes of deaths here, which has proved a grave to a large portion of 
the Colony, and to more than half the detachment and Officers, sent under 
Major Killpatrick; all which might have been avoided by a prudent procedure 
to Madrass, as above. ■ "Why this was not done, in preference to the advices sent, 
and OUT miserable residence here, I am a stranger, and have not yet received 
or heard one tolerable reason to support the measure. It has been alledgcd, the 
quitting the River would have been giving up the cause ; had this been done it 
would have been only giving up a cause alrendy lost, and which they them- 
selves had first abandoned : The Fleet quitting the River, would have lulled 
the Enemy- into a security which would greatly have facilitated the rc-taking 
Tour Settlement; whereas our residence in it have kept them on the allarm, 
and preparations are made for the defence of it, which probably would never 
been thought of. Nor is it possible, in my conception, to account for this strange 
perseverance in misery, ucavey charge to yourselves, hut from these two 
motives, which swayed the Councils of those Gentlemen who had quitted your 
Fort, Garrison & Effects, whilst they bore the first characters of Command in 
it. Conscious and self condemned of a conduct not to be vindicated, it became 
necessary that one of their own body should be dispatched to give the first 
impression of it; bad they proceeded with the Colony, a hundred mouths would 
have been open to report their conduct as well as their own. This, Hon’ble 
Sirs, must, I think, have been the principle they acted on, to allow them the 
shadow of consistence ; if the Gentlemen support their remaining in the River 
from otBer even probable reasons, I will be the first to retract my sentiments ; ‘ 
not my sentiments alone, but that of near the whole Colony. iMore, I think, I 
need not say in support of my charge against these Geutlemeu ; that they 
justly incurr the censure of Breach of Trust, have acted with the highest im- 
prudence, and been consistent in nothing hut errors, from the first moment 
they meditated abandoning your Port in the manner they did ; it remains onlv 
that I prove they might safely have retrieved this unhappy step, by a return to 
it with aUthe Ships, and that, by this neglect, they not ordy further’ merit the 
censure I have already passed on them, but that of being strangers also to the 
very dictates of humanity. 

46. The Dodaly (with Mess" Manningham & Frankland) and some other 
vessells, fell down the River the 18”^ at Night. Tour President, with the rest of 
the Ships, vessells and Boats, followed them tliel9*\ about Nine in the forenoon. 
They lay in sight of our Fort, and Flagg fiying, untill the 20"*. About Eleven 
forenoon saw the S^- George^ our last resource was aground, and could not come 
do\ra to our Succour, and heard ns engaged with the enemy during all this 
period. — They knew the desperate state they had left and abandoned us in ; 
\vitbont all possibility or means to escape or retreat; and this their own doinf : 
They were sensible, we bad not ammunition to defend the Fort two days, ot, 
if we bad, that our strength, with continued fatigued, watching, and action, Vas 
exhausted, and that we were reduced to the wretched alternatives of either 
sacrificing our lives, byresolving to dye sword in band, or surrender ourselves to 
an enraged and merciless Enemy ; and yet neither Ship, VesseU, or Boat was sent 
to favour our retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we existed, or 
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had perished. To palliate this (.1 helieye,- unequalled in'liumanity,) tlie danger of 
returning Avith the Ships has. been, I hear, alledged,~,Cap‘‘ Grant, in liis letter to 
us, in A'indication of himself, flie '20'^ August, asserts, -he* more tlian onpe, urged 
. your President to move up with all the Ships . and Sloops before the Port, 
‘once in the presence of CapV Young, Commander of the Dodaiy, who represented 
it. as a dangerous ’.attempt. I submit it to you, Hon’ble Sirs, to determine, 
whether your President ought to have remained satisfyed with an answer of this 
Icind, or whether the Ships* would have run greater risque. in moving up to the 
Port, than they d id in moving down from it ; or if there actually had been danger* 
.in the attempt, of which there was. not even the ‘shadow, Avbilst Ave remained 
iu ‘possession of the Port, was the pr^evA^ation of the Hvm of so many brave 
and yalueablc men as w-ere cooped up da it, .with your treasure, effects, books, 
of such ^ihall estimation with these Gentlemen, as* not to merit one 
attempt to retrieve them, though even this attempt had been attended with 
danger? But it has been urged, that they were at no eertainty whether Ave 
were in possession of the Port, or not, and by some conjectured, that tve 
^ had surrendered, or the place taken by. assault, and .that the Plagg was 
only kept flying by .the Enemy to decoy the Pleet back. — But if these 
were the doubts Avhich acluated them, why did they not satisfy. themselves P 
A single Sloop or Boat "sent up in the night of the 19*’', might haA'e hailed 
iis bn’ the Bastions, without risque, even had the place been in possession of the 
Enepiy, thq contrary of Avhich thc.v AAmuld have been ascertained in, and the 
Pleet might haA'e liioved up that night. This motion Avould have put fresh spirits 
in us, and given dismay to the Enemy, already not a little disheartened by* the 
numbers slain in the day Avhen dislodged from the houses round us, and othei’- 
Avays, particularly by our Shells and Cannon at Lady Bussells and the Court 
House. Had the Ships moved up, and our Porces re-united, and part of the ammu- 
nition on board them dis-embarked for the seiwice of the Port, the Suba at last 
might have been obliged to retreat* with his army, or at worst the effects 
might have been shipped off the 20*’', even in the face of the Enemy, without • 
having poAver to obstruct it, and a general retreat* been made of the whole * 
Garrison, as glorious to ourselves, all eircumstances copsidei'od, as a Victory 
Avould have been ; the Gentlemen Avould then have found A plan ready formed* 
to the minutest circumstance, fora general retreat, that would have been attended 
Avith no disorder, confusion, or difficulty, if proper resdlution and Command had 
appeared : Had your President, as was ebcumbent on Inm, hoisted his Plagg on . 
board the Bodaly^ol which he was likewise part owner, and moved up even the’ 
20*^ not a Man or Vessel! but Avould have followed him, and he would then 
have been early enough to have given a new face to things; but, in place 
of that, rendered himself totally inexcusable., by not only quitting us 
himself, but .in letting others, and amongst tliem some of the Officers of 
the Militia then on board the jDodaly, that the I’etreat was general ; thereby cool- 
ing the resolutions and endeavours uf those who were returning to us, and had 
never onep entertained, a thought of quitting the Port. The want of boats has 
been another cause alledged for a general retreat not being practicable. Wei-e 
* there any grounds for this assertion, where did the fault lye? - Though there . 
might have been few Boats at the Crane Gat, when the President went off, yet • 
it is a known truth, that • the Wharf to the right and left were lined 
with them, .and that not one of them stirred from the shore, untill imme- 
diately after he put off, when they all rowed cross the River, most of them AvRh • 
graih on board; and this desertion occasioned by neglect of the obvious 
measure of having a sufficient guard over them. But to obviate every 
excuse that can possibly be urged 'against the facility .with which we 
could have made the retreat general, I will suppose there had not a Country 
Boat existed, those' belonging to the Ships, and the small cra^t, brought close in 
,shove,.would have- been amply sufficient to have embarked the effects, garrison, 
and their fainilys, which we had not at all dispaired of effecting,- even Avith 
the (S'-- George’s 3 or 4 Boats, (had she happily came doAAm to our succour) .and 
±he assistance of Captain 'Witheringcon’s Pinnace then lying at the Crane. But, • ^ 
in short, Hon’ble Sirs, it is not to be w'ondered at, -that, in a pahick such as here 
evidently possessed those in tlie chief command and direction, means the most 
obvious should either ■ not oceurr, dr be neglected; nor that handles, the most 
. .Aveak and improbable, should be laid hold of, to extenuate the conduct resulting 
. lia F. D. * • . . . 
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from it. As such I think myself justifyed, in treating every reason advanced in 
vindication of these Gentlemen .quiting your^’or(;, in the manner they did, and 
not returning, when they had it so demoi^trable • in their power, and - thereby 
losino- the means of saving' Your Treasure, Books, & Effects '; by preserving.the. 
lives^of the ih'any gallant worthy men,, who persisted in their defence, and 
thus fell a sacrifize ; of preventing the fears of the fatherless children and . 
widows, left destitute and unhappy, as well as those of tho many parents- and 
relations, deprived thus of the ornaments • of- their familys, in the miserable 
'deatlj of a. number of the -most promising youths you ever had in your Service; 
and lastly, of saving myself,’ and others, your faithfull Servants, from chdps, • 
shame, and imprisonnaent, with other distresses and, sufferings hardly to be- 
described. 

46. This subject, Hon’ble Sirs, disagreeable as -it- is, I must not quit, ' 
without speaking. to an aspersion which has been spread in the Fleet, and I doubt - 
not elsewhere, “ That those who were left -behind, and some of the principal of 
“ them intended going, had not'the means of doing it been cut off from them, 

“ and so made a virtue of necessity.” This assertion I will venture to term 
bold as well as base, being founded on the conjecture only of some, with 
impo'tent hopes to reduce others on a level with tliemsplves; the intentions 
of the heart _are impenetrable but to the breast it dwells in, therefore -I can only, 
say, I solemnly believe that not a man left in the Port had any Intention or 
design of quiting it, but in a general reti’eat, nor could aught be! discovered 
in their behavioiu’, that either did then or could since give me cause to alter 
my sentiments. As to myself, against whom- 1 don’t question but this slander is 
•ciiiefly aimed; it has been also as audaciously said, that I. was not only privy 
to your President’s going away, but was to have gone with him ; of both he has 
honourably and publickly acquited me ; my knowing myself -free from this 
scandalous imputation of intending to quit Tour Fort (otherwise than in a 
. genferal retreat) is not enough, it is my duty to convince my Hon’ble Masters' 

• likewise, that such could not be any design ; if it had, my ihotives were superiour 
tlie means equally in my power, and the reflection less, in proportion to the ' 
less Command and trust invested in mo. These Gentlemen declare they 
embarked no private effects belonging either to themselves ’or' constituents 
Wif^Uigence now lying at ray Gat, I sent Orders the IS'** afternoon from the 
out Battery, to embark my .Cash, Plate, essential Papers, and some Jewells and 

' m all to the value of about Fifty to Fifty-two Thousand Arcot Rupees which 

• was done by my own people,.my servants having before brought me Word 
every Cooly. in the settlement was employed in emptying the Rice Boats at 
the factory, so that they could not get people to carry them to the Fort, where 
most people s valuable effects were deposited. My Godowns being unfortunately 

. full of heavy and cumbersome Goods, there was no possibility of embarking 
them, or depositing them in the Fort, thqugh my house so far detatched a! - 
surely to be one of the first possessed and plundered by .the Enemy, which so 
happened. Had my intentions been to abandon the settlement the temntation 
^eat. and rtill grater, a, the whole xemains of m? • 

. Ualcutta aras emharked, the means in my own hands, the vesseU mder no 

I might =h-avd laid hold of fe7“^ to aL4«““»nT^^ 
Ladys omharked on Board the iWyenoe, abont elivei the KiSt tte 18» 
or afterwards, when I requested and sent Mons' Le Beaume w/fiT / ’ 

• Servants to embark on board that Vessell for +hp 
the ladies. Such were the opporrunferand such 

hare quitted Tour Fort, hut ??e thought uovr^Zed 'my ft 

could enter the breast of any one else. . with thp fi ’ ® ‘ 

retreat being general the succeeding Night • That I neitho 
a sentiment that tendered to it. I am Uil Lrinf • 
all my sufferings; and though with this reflection, thatl^ad 
- hum.anc probability saved’ the above remains of mv -Pol? 

•prey to the Enemy the 21'', at Budd^eTwitl'mot^L whichefell a 

or salutarv -step being taken by the Fleet* or tho< 5 P ^ humane • 

nrrsorro hor:tho Omcor on boU! haifag 4toh7 to 
accompauM Iho ojhpr Ships without my ordS-s or knowlS7 o7 

having made “a Virtue of necessity,” these Gentlemen should be' the laVt^ 


reproach us, or take an advantage even in expression of the necessity they liad 
reduced us to; that any has assumed a virtue from it, I*^dp not believe.; we did 
oui" duty and no moi*e, in defending your. .property as long as was in our power, 
which certainly .is a virtue comparatively considered, to ' those who did not do 
their duty. \ * ' ■ . .. 

47. Thus, Hon’ble Sirs, I. liave with strict Jtruth to the utmost of my 
knoTi'ledge ahd remembrance; traced out and laid before you, the causes and 
various capital errors, which caused the loss of your Presidency and your 
Settlements in the Provinces. Necessary asit has been, I am sensible.by what l- 
felt myself "oh this subject, bow unpleasing to you, therefore will not ^ve you 
further pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explaining the manner your 
Port was surrendered, on which I find 1 have in my Letters from Muxadavad 
and Hughley bpen rather too short. 

48. Having- been much pressed at different times on the 20th, by the 
Gentlemen of Council and others, to throw out a Plagg of Truce, I opposed it 

- as much as possible, foreseeing the little utility would arise* from it, considering 
the Enemy we had to deal with, and that they were as 'perfectly acquainted. 
Avith our distressed situation, as we ourselves; however, to quiet the minds of 
. everybody as much as in. my power I caused a Letter to be wrote the 20***, 
early in the morning, by Omychund, who was left a^ prisoner in the Port, to 
'Eaja IMonick Chund to the following purport. — “Tlrat, as he and his house 
had allways been a friend and tenant to the English, we hoped to experience 
■ it on this occasion, and that he would use his influence with the Suba,.to order 
his Troops to cease hostilities; that we were ready to obey his commands/ and 
persisted only in defending the Port, in preservation of our lives"& honours.” At 

* this period I was at no certainty of the Suba’s being at the Siege, and all the hopes 
I had from this Letter, or a Plagg of Truce, Avas to amuse untill the S*. George ’ 
came down, and that we might haA'e the night to make our general retreat in. 
About noon, as I before observed,-the Enemy was repulsed from the attacks they * 
made this day to the Northward, and a cessation on both sides ensued for more 
‘.than two bout's, and nbt one of the Enemy, werc'to be seen ; the Gentlemen of 
Council, Officers aud Inhabitants, still pressing me, I was prevailed on to 
consent to a Plagg of Truce being thrown out before dark. About 4 afternoon, 
Avord AA'as -brought me that some of the Enemy was advancing AAith a Plagg in 
his hand, and called us to cease firing, and that we should, have quarter if we 
surrendered : this was judged a, favourable juncture to answer it with a Plagg of • 
Truce ; accordingly I repaired with the Plagg on the original S. E. Bastion, where 
Captain Buchauuan was then posted, and ordered firing to ceasb.. I had a letter 
prepared with me, addressed to Roy Dooluh, the General of bis Porces, " import- 
ing an overture to cease, hostilities, untill the Suba could be wrote to, and Ins 

. pleasure -knoAvn. ” This Letter I throw over the ramparts, and hoisted the 
Plagg of Truce on the Bastion, the Letter was taken up by the person who 
advanced with the* Plagg, who retired with it? soon after, multitudes of the 
. Enemy came out of their hiding places round us, and flocked under the walls ; , 
a short parley ensued, I demanded a Truce to Hostilities, untill the ^ba’s pleasure 
could be known ; to which I was answered by one of his Officers from below, 
that the Suba AA'as .there, and his pleasure was that ’AA'b should immediately 
strike our colours and surrender the Port, and ourselves, and that we should 
have quarter. I was going to reply, when at that instant M'. William Baillie, 
standing near me ; Avas slightly wounded by a Muskett ball from the Enemy, on 

• the side of his head, and word was brought me that they AA'ere attempting 
to force S. W. Barrier, and were cuting at the Eastern Gate. On being ascer- 
tained of this. I "ordered Captain Buchanan to point a cannon from the Bastion, 
which flanked the Eastern Curtain and told them .to withdraw from the Walls 
or I would instantly fire amongst them ; they w'ithdrew, and I immediately took 
doAvn the Plagg of Truce, and steped to- the Parade to issue orders for a general 
discharge of our Cannon and small Arms. The manner I arrived there. Captain 
Dickson, (who now commands the JjijJelg Grabb at present in your service) and 
just after him Ensign Walcot came running to me and told me the Western Gate 
Avas forced by our own people and betrayed. I instantly sent Ensign Walcot 
•Avith orders to see if there was no possibility of securing it again ; he returned and 

, 'told me it was impossible, for the ‘Locks and Bolt AA’ei’e forced off. On this I 
returned to Captain Buchanan’s Post, and found some of the Enemys colours 



planted on ‘the Bastion. I, asked him how he .came to suffer it; He replyed 
he found farther’ resistance was vain, for' that the pioment I had left him, advice 
was brou^^ht him of the Western Gate being betra-yed, and returning, myself I 
saw below'multitudes of the Enemy, wlip had ntered that way, and others vv'ho 
had sealed by the S. W. Bastion, and the new Godowns,— that Bastion and the 
Barrier, as I afterwards learnt, having been deserted at the time' the Western 
Gate was forced. To the ‘first Jemmautdaar*who scaled at the .Bastion I ad- 
vanced, and delivered my Pistols ; he told me to order instantly the Colours to 
be cut down; I replved, I would give no such orders, they were marched. tb the 
Port, and might order it themselves ; he demanded my sword, I refused to give . 
it, but in presence of the Suba, on which the Jemmautdaar carry ed it to the 
ramparts, opposite to. where the Suba was below, without the Walls, froni 
theiice I made him the customary Salaam, and delivered my sword to* His 
Jemmautdaar ; ‘the Suba from his Litter returned my Salaam, and-moved round ' 
to the Northward and entered the Fort by the small Western Gate. I had three 
interviews with him that evening, one in Durbar. At first be expressed much 
resentment at our presumption, in defending the Fort against his Army with so 
few men, asked why I did not run away with my Governour, &“ seemed much 
•disappointed and dissatisfyed at the Sum found in the Treasury, asked me many 
•questions on this subject, to all which I made the best replys that occurred, and 
in the conclusion he assured me on the word of a soldier that no harm should 
come to me, which he*repeated more than once. The consequence proved how 
little regard was paid to this aSsurjince, for I was with the rest of my fellow 
’ sufferers, about 8 at night cramed into the Black Hole Prison, and passed a night 
of hbrrors I will not-attempt to describe, as they bar all description. On the ensu- 
ing morning," tlie (21st June) I was taken out from amongst the dead, and again 
carryed before the Suba more dead than alive ; he seemed little affected, I told 
him the miserable catastrophe of my companions ; he answered me by sayed he 
. was well informed there was an immense treasure buryed or secretted in the 
Fort, and that I was privy to it, and commanded me to point out where it*was 
hid, if I expected -favour (one .of his Jemmautdaars had told me on the way the 
cause of my being sent for, & advised me to make a full discovery, or that I ahould 
be shot of from the mouth of a Cannon the next half hour).. I urged every thing 
possible against the information he had received, or that if such a thing had 
been done, I was totally a stranger to'it ; but all I could say seemed to* gain, ho 
credit Avith the Suba, who ordered me a prisoner, under charge of one of His 
Generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Mess" Court, Walcot & Burdet, as intimated 
in my Letter from Muxadavad, to which Letter I beg leave to refer for the ac- 
count of our subsequent sufferings, and to subscribe myself, with the most perfect 
llespect and Duty, 


Fulta, 

The 30’’' November 1766. 


Hon’ble Sms, 

Your ever faithfull stnd* 
Obedient Humble Ser’ 

I. Z. HOLWELL. 


To— Tbe Ilon’ble tbe Secret Coinraittee for. affairs of tbe Hon^ble tbe United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hox’ble Sms, — , • 

1. ^ we deem it of th'e utmost importance to the Comnanv to transmit 
the advice of our rc-estabh-shm^^ channel in our ^wer we ba^ 

desmd tl.c GenUomont at Port S‘ George to forward this Lckett^ B J 
sorali, it there IS any conyoyoneo under dispntoh trom thence to the Gulnh ' of 

Persia, otherwise to sen.d it-undor coyer to the Presfflent & OonnoU of Bombay 
to be forwarded to Europe. jjumuay 

have now the pleasure to inform you. Hon’ble Sirs, that Fort William 
was rc-taken by Admiral Watson on the 2nd Instant, arfd the next day dhiveS 
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up "by lum to your President & Council Tirith. the Guns, Military Stores, and 
effects, puhliclc & private, for the benefit and on the behalf of the Proprietors. 
In your Warehouse was found a considerable quantity of Export Goods, with 
which we purpose to' dispatch home the Delaioar some time this month if 
possible. We shall likewise endeavour to return the Walpole & Marlbro* to 
Port S*' George with as much Salt 'Petre as we can procure to be dispatch- 
ed home from thence. 

3. That thip important intelligence may reach you as early as possible we 
are preparing the Syreen sloop to proceed to England with it, & hope to get her 
away from hence in eight or ten days. By her and the Delaioar we shall 
address you more particularly and remain with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Siks,- 

Tour most Paithfull & most 

Obedient Humble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Jra®. 

Pour WiLLrA. 21 , W“ WATTS.' 

Tlie&^ January 1757. JAMES KIDLPATRIOK 

.■ RICH® BEOHER. 

I. Z. HOLWELL. 


To — The Hon’ble Roger Driike, Esq“., Presd* & Gov^ of Fort William, &c* Council. 

Hon’blb Sib- & Sies, — 

As Mr. Holwell in his Letter to the Court of Directors of the 30* of 
Nov* last, has arraigned my conduct in regard to the loss of Cossim* Pac- 
. tory, I must beg leave to reply in a few lines, & set him right in some 
particulars which he has mis-represented. He says, he wonders why Mr. 
Batson & I, .would trust ourselves in the camp, when we knew Mr. Watts was a 
prisoner, to which I reply that when we were sent for as it was told us to finish 
the dispute with the Kabob we did not know Mr. Watts was prisoner, any more 
than that he was detained, till we arrived to sign the' Machulka, tho* on our 
arrival in the Camp it was neither presented, nor mentioned to us, nor did 
we ever sign it or see it, notwithstanding M.r. HolweR’s afiormation that we did. 
Again he says that I wrote from Cossim*- that I was obliged to deliver up the 
Pactory—I wrote that the next day after Mr. Watts, Mr. Batson, & self, went to 
the Camp, we were told on the road by Roy Doolub that the Nabob insisted on 
having our Cannon & ammunition, but that notbin.s else should be touched. 
We stop’d for some time, & after consulting together agreed to deliver them, 
(for reasons we have already given our Hon’ble Masters in Mr. Watts & my 
Letter from Canderna*>'ore). The person pitched on to deliver them was my*? 
self, & I was sent with'a Guard of the Nabob’s to the Pactory for that purpose. 
On my arrival at the Pactory Gate, I told the Oldcer he must deliver up the 
Cannon & ammunition to the person who was come to receive them : he accord- 
ingly set about it and manv of the Cannon were taken out when Mr. Batson 
was sent back to the Pactorv, and I was carried again to the Gamp, so that 
during my stay neither the Keys of the Gates of the Godowns, or of the Gompy, 
Treasure were* either delivered or demanded, so that I could not wnte what 
never happened, that I delivered up the Pactory. 

la regard to Mr. Holwell’s insisting so much tlmt we ought to have made 
some defence tho* never so little, I shaU reply .that h^ we ima^ned the Gen- 
tlemen of Calcutta were determined to go to the exfeimties they did, & nou 
come to terms with the Nabob, it might have right tor ik to have sam- 
ficed ourselves to prolon*' their fate : but as we coneludeu ihac money w^ the 
only thing wanted tho* ft was never expressly demanoed^ nor mdeed ^ it ever 
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specious fable), I say judging it as, we thought it more prudent to act as we 
did than go to blows, which had we done& affairs afterwards been compromised 
with the Nabob by the Calcutta Gentlemen, I believe I need not say who would 
have been the first to have accused us of rashly & imprudently involving the 
Oomp^“ Affairs. . . 

Since Mr. Holwell has been so kind as to wish we may be able to vindicate 
ourselves, I must say I wish he may be as able, so that neither his conscience 
or tlie world may accuse him of acting since the first rise of these unhappy 
troubles otherwise than for the Comp*’" Interest. I thank God I can lay my 
hand on my heart without accusing myself of any malpractice or deceit thro’ 
this whole affair. If I have err’d in judgment I readily submit to the censure 
of my employers & of. the whole world, Mr. Holwell excepted. 

I am with respect, 

Honble Sir & Sirs, 

Calcutta, Your most Obedt. hum. Servt., 

TAe 22nd Janv 1757. M. COLLET. 


To— WiLUAU Watts, Esq'®., &c“ Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — 

address to the Gentlemen of Council at Eulta, under* date 31** 
October last, it was my particular request that those Gentlemen would 
be pleas d jointly or separately to give into Council their accusations in 
writing of the whole censure that in their judgements I merited by the late 
misfortune that befell our Colony ; and that they would fix such limited 
tune they should think sufficient for others- of that Colony to . lay my blame 
before them, that m return I should give the speediest reply expected for the 
^termmation of those whose Servants they are as well as myself. In part those 
Gentleman of Council indulg’d my request in making the following- Minute 
In consequence of the President’s Letter agreed, that every Member of this 
Board deliver in what he may have to alledge against Mrf Drak^rconduct 
within one month from this Day ; ref usinsr mv desire tn nnWioi-i -f 

brought by the inhabitants who were^on S 
spot of Calcutta from the beginning of our troubles with the r!r»iTnfi.w n 
emment to the capture o£ this SettlcmcTbrthc MoZ tha^£S 

to idle tales, I«t it heiu Be uMm.wlfiTi . !, **. credulous 

I- do uct speak loo a?e to uTSoSJd potters or minute 
inhabitants of Calcutta and otheiu imd,,? Advertisment to the late 

atFuitaandonbcaSsUpsaSS-rS^^^^ proteetmn of the English Slagg 


^cserted to deliver in one month from the datPil ho ^ Calcutta, and which they have 
Gentlemen the indulgence of heino- accus’d of Rnnh o r ° ^ granted by you 

committing within that time, and that you will be nlea^pd ^*7^ 5°r hlameable in 

fonnded on truth either to the Gentlemen in Council in Tf* t accusations 

to any one separate member, or to hi m who is, pabhek capacity, or addressed 


Ship Fort WituAsr, 
a/T lulla 31“ Oct o' 175G. 


Gentlemen,- 

Tour most ohed‘ humble Servant, 
KOGER drake, j’,in\ 
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2. .Whicli advei'tisnient tlio’ I* hare patiently waited to this time has 
only brought in the following Letters and ininutes.on the Consultations : — 

One Letter from Mr. Becher at Kedgeree, dated the 26*’* Nov% & delivered 
into Council the r‘ Dec^ last. • 

One Letter from Mr. Becher & Council at Dacca to the Court of Directors, 

' dated the 12"^ July, and deliver’d into Council the lO*** Instant. 

One Letter from Mr. Becher •& Council at Dacca to the Gov’ & Council of 
Madrass, dated the 13“* J uly, and delivered into Council’ the 10“* Ins*. 

A minute made by Mr. Pearkes at Pulta the 1®* December last. 

One Letter from Mess” Watts and Collett to the Court of Directors, dated 
the 16*'* July, & delivered into Council the 18“* Instant. 

One Letter from Mr. Holwell to the Court of Directors dated the 30*’* Kov’, 
and delivered into Council the 20“* Dec’ last. 

3. It may not he insufficient to remark that I called for and minuted . 
in Council the 7“* Dec’ last that every Gentleman would lay before the Board 
such advices as they had separately transmitted to the Presidencies of Madrass 
Bombay, or to Eiu’ope since the 20-’* June last, which has been the consequence 
of the above mentioned Letters being laid before us, & to which my answer 
will be set forth, as I have rang’d them, further observing that some are screen’d, 
& I naturally conclude they are too f nil of aspersions and false weak reflec- 
tions to be exposed to the perusal of the Secretary at our Board, but intended 
to gloss over the part the authors thereof have acted to the prejudice of 
some of their fellow servants, giving" them no opportunity of vindicating their 
characters before conclusion is had thereon by the Court of Directors, a Pro- 

- ceeding which in itself shou’d obviate what in those Letters carry the face 
of scandal aspersion and reflection. 


4. Referring to Mr. Bechcr’s Letter under date the 26“* Ivov® last, that 
Gentleman condemns my conduct in that I granted protection or admitted 
into Calcutta Kessendass, that I refus’d to receive the Nabob’s Perwannah, and 
insulted the messenger. The assuming to myself such an authority to act without 
the advice or acquainting my Council thereof. My not using proper means to 
accomodate matters when I found the Nabob irritated, and not securing on 
board the Ships the Company’s Books, papers, and Treasure, and finally aban- 
doning the Port in the manner I did : To aU which accusations p reply that the 
admission of Kissendass into Calcutta was permitted by Mr. Manningham in 
my absence on a visit to Ballasore, where I went after the Dispatch of our last 
European Ship that Season the 9“* of March, and returned the 21“* of said month. 
Kissendass I think arrived here the 16*** and he or some of his people intro- 
duced a Letter from Mr. .Watts to Mr. Manningham, with one enclosed for my- 
self under a fiying seal, to the following purport, as *far as my remembrance 
leads me : That an application had been made to him by Eajabullob (who is 
father to Kissendass) requesting we wou’d admitt him RajabuUob’s Family 
into Calcutta for the space of two months untill one of the women was brought 
to bed, & able to proceed on her journey to Juggernaut Pagad, & strenuously 
recommended we would not refuse that request as Rkjabnllob was likely to 
hold great posts in the Government, and might from such favour shewn his 
family be instrumental of giving a •uninterrupted currency to our business at 
Dacca and its dependances, which recommendation from Mr. Wafts, ■^o then 
was so nearly situated to the Durbar of . Muxadavad, drew a grant from Mn 
Manningham to admitt Kissendass, bis Pamily & attendants into our bomds. j. 
think Mess” Prankland and Holwell' are able to testifye that such a LeiLcr was 
penned by Mr. Watts, nor would I be understood to throw any blame on Mr. 

Manningham for having had regard thereto. Had I been ^ 

• & his arrival I shou’d certainlj have adhered to so s^ng a 
^tter from our Chief at Cossiniuzar, nor was 
happen on account of that Eamily’s residence 

uutill about the 16“* of Anril when a Perwannah arriV^ -""P 

immediate demand from the Nabob of BajabuUob’s 

to answer Mr., Becher’s second ^ 

the messengff J % -J aild *!i** 

kereoweaby Mess” Holiveft end inys...isa a... and 
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Messeno-er was ordered out of the bound, our then reasons that induced us to 
act were that this Messenger or rather Spy came into our bounds in disguise, 
& his firstfoot on shore was at Omychund’s House, who received him privately, 
and aPerwannah for himself tending as we learnt to this purport that he 
Omvchund was to interest himself -to obtain the immediate delivery of Ra3a 
Buliub’s Sons and Pamily to Narrandass brother to Rajeram, the Nabobs head 
Spy This first arbitrary and unusual proceeding of the New Nabob before 
his havino- advis’d our Presidency (as has ever been .customary on change of 
Government) of his succession to the Government, caus’d a suspicion that the 
said Perwannah had been wrote without his consent or hnowledge, and not at 
that time having had any intelligence from Mr. Watts that such a person had 
been dispatched by the Nabob, joined with the fear Omichund shewed on the 
occasion, determin’d us to reject the Perwannah (which Mr. Manningham or 
myself never had a sight of), and to order Narrandass instantly out of our 
bounds, and if that Gentleman & Mr, Holw'ell will recollect, I think they must 
•acknowledge, I then produced Mr. Watt’s his original letter recommending in 
most strenuous terms the reception of that family into our Settlement, with two 
or three others certifying how useful the retaining Rajabullob in our 
interest would be, who was likely to hold great posts in the Government, at the 
same instant I was required by those Gentlemen to acquaint Mr. Watts of the 
clandestine manner whereby Narrandass stole into our bounds, of our refusal 
to receive the Perwannah, and his being ordered to quit our settlement, to 
which Mr. Watts reply’d that our Vaequeel had represented to the Chief Durbar 
Officers the whole that had happened, and that the reply thereto was that we 
surely had a right to dismiss such people out of our bounds. It is with regret 
I mention not having Mr. Watts his Letters to produce, but I appeal to Mr. 
Manningham, Prankland and Howell to whom I communicated at different 
times the purport of those letters, whether circumstances to be gathered . 
therefrom were not implying that Rajabullob would be taken into ’ 
favour ■ again, and advising rather shewing civility to his family than any 
ways to distress them, giving his opinion that we shou'd be cautious and 
not let them leave Calcutta. One Letter did imply to give them warning to 
depart, as the space of time his father had applyed for their residence here, was 
nigh elaps’d, that Was soon contradicted, and I call on Mr; Watts to declare, 
whether I did not frequently express I was apprehensive that family’s resi* 
donee here wou’d bring. the Company’s affairs into trouble, and whether I ever 
shewed any disinclination to their quitting the bounds or submitting to the 
delivery of them had the Nabob openly required it; further Mr. Watts wrote 
me he had acquainted the principal men at Muxadavad that I should have 
no objections to deliver Kissendass, but that he thought I should not consent 
to the giving up of his Women, nor wou’d that be insisted on. To, the blame 
Mr; Becher is pleased to east on me for assuming to myself the sole authority 
of acting without the consent, or advice of my council in the protection 
granted Kissendass and the dismission of the messenger who brought the 
Perwannah for the immediate delivery of him and his family, I must beg 
leave to refer in part thereof to my reply to his foregoing accusation against' 
my conduct, wherein it will appear beyond contradiction that I assumed 
no power of acting by arbitrary will, I could wish the Perwannah had not 
been refus ed but in publick Council which sat that very morning, and the 
Gentlemen were assembled in the Consultation room before- Mr. Manningham 
& Holwell quitted my apartment,, and were all well acquainted with the 
steps we had taken, but not one member of the Board opened his mouth to 
speak thereon, which was their duty to' do, had they then imagined evil 
consequences would be the attendant on that proceeding, which leads me to 
remark that no Gentlemen of Council can excuse himself for that silence as I 
think I shall be supported, in. declaring I never attempted to bridle their 
tongues. I furtlier am led to think that Mr. Becher, who was in Calcutta from 
the latter end of i^e^ to the beginning of April, though not obliged to attend 
our Councus wlien his absence from his chiefship at Dacca on account his own 
concerns was permitted, might then have set forth his apprehensions that such 
our Proceedings were wrong, which any slight intimation of, to, or at the Board, 
would have saved me many an unhappy reflection on what my character has 
since suffered from after thinking men: What availed it me or either 
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Mess” Manningliain or Holvrell whellier Rajabullob’s iPamily was or was not 
to be admitted and kept in our town, but to hold in good correspondence and 
harmony People who then- had great influence at the Durbar, thereby to 
promote the interest of . our .emplojmrs, and to act according to the Chief of 
Gossimbuzar his recommendation, who has always been supposed a competent 
judge how to hold the great men in favour -at the Durbar. Even had any letter 
private or general from Cossimbuzar intimated as far as even an apprehension 
that the protecting Kissendass would be likely to draw on the Nabob’s anger, 
I dare averr either of those two Gentlemen would have communicated the same 
in publick Council. I answer I should for my self, and I am sure liberty of 
speech and writing has too much prevailed in this Settlement not to admitt 
it from any person who then thought the Company’s interest was injured. 
•I should fall into the same error with after conjectures, if I ask why the 
Gentlemen of Cossimbuzar did not at any time inform us it was a wrong 
proceeding to continue Rajabullob’s Pamily with us. If they thought so, it 
was their duty to have set forth the Nabob was irritated thei’eat, and at the 
dismission of the Spy; but far otherwise no mention was ever made to us 
from that Pactory of any umbrage the Nabob took on that account, not even 
the name of any of Baja Bullub’s Pamily appeared in their General Letters. 
The next accusation Mr. Becher is pleased to alledge against me, though I 
think it may be deemed rather a general blame on the whole Board, is that 
I did not use proper means to accomodate matters when I found the Nabob 
irritated. I would ask Mr. Becher if he has hitherto made an enquiry or from 
his certain knowledge can give the Board intelligence what methods were 
pursued to hinder the Nabob’s approach & to pacifye his ungovernable passion 
and premiditated resolution to extirpate the English from his dominions. 
I shall not therefore immediately enter here a detail of those measures, but 
think they promised to be the most effectual means those Members present 
could take and I do conjecture will be now so by them acknowledged, as the 
appearance and circumstances of every matter then presented itself to us. 

6. My not securing on board the Ships the Company’s Books, Papers 
& Treasure, is another allegation laid to my charge by Mr. Becher, I should 
think Mr. Becher’s time in the Company’s Service might have learnt him that 
the different branches of the Company’s employ was allotted according as 
their Servants stood in rank or were appointed by the Board, and could wish 
he had been present to have shewn a calmness of mind in such our then 
situation ; men are apt to reflect who hove not been engaged in the enter- 
prise reflected on, therefore I conclude all such speak to promote their own 
interest and to be exculpated from errors, that if they had been present they 
, intimate wou’d have altered the scene of action, by such intimation implying 
faults to other doors that deserve not the least consideration to obviate. 
I do say that, unless every man in his office appointed attends to what 
concerns that Office or the orders issued thereto, it is impossible and 
impracticable during a town is besieged, for a Governour to see that every 
order is fulfilled, who has his whole thoughts engaged and his time taken 
up in Military Orders and Operations, not to mention the constant application 
and addresses from different Quarters, that I am sure will be allow’d afforded 
me not time to take the rest that simple nature required, whereby 
my only and great error was committed in leaving the Port, for which 
action I hope in turn to moderate men’s passions when they give due 
reflection to our then avow’d situation. I can scarce admitt that an order 
was minuted to secure the Company’s Books and Papers, however such a 
step I do admitt to have been highly necessary, and that the Accomptant 
Sub Accomptant and their assistants should have attended and put in exe- 
cution such order. Why shou’d the whole blame fall on me but with sinis- 
ter views to deprive me of a station they know not who will inherit ; but to 
which station all are grasping at, and in which I affirm lo have acted without 
any pecuniary advantages but with an attachment to the Company’s Interest 
that I hope they may find in my successors whomsoever my employers may 
please immediately to appoint if my enemy’s assertions bear down matters of 
facts which I have and shall record before the close of this Letter. That the 
Treasure was order’d to be ship’d as a certainty, and to the best of' my remem- 
brance the whole ballance cou’d not exceed Eighty thousand Rupees, and that 
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iu scattered money receiv’d account Outorys not packed. Tlic order let mo 
mention was not passed uutill the 18*1* Juno after sunset. Iho Iroasury 
Banvrwas not to bo found, nor I believe no one sec liim the udiole day, 

neither could I on inquiry find tho Sub Treasurer who was on his duty a^^ 
Station as Volunteer, the other two Treasurers I believe thought no moi^o of , 

the order, at least they replyod that. I should see it put in oxecution. which 

would have been performed could I have got Cooleys \vhon I called lor them 
that ni"ht. But perplexity, want of sleop and harrassed almost to distraction 
iimdc mo void of mature thoughts. I aokiiowlcdgod it as a truth otherwise 
thoun-h I was solo Treasurer remaining in tho Port next mornmg I shou d have 
recollected it was my duty to seo it shipp’d off and to have remained tlicre un- 
till the place had boon in possession of tho Moors or a genoral retreat essay d 
tho ni^ht of tho 19‘“ Juno as had been agreed on at about two iu tho morning. 
Toiustifyo my quitting tho Garrison I shall not attempt. Contrary thereto I 
with as much fervency as any one can do blame myself for that inconsider- 
ate action, whereby I acknowledge that chargo of Mr. Bechors against mo to 
carry a truth I can in no ways vindicate, but oircumstances may alleviate that 
action and set at nought tho many false representations dispurs’d and trans- 
mitted to Europe. Patigued in body by continual harassment for two days and 
nights without any proper refreshment of sleep, I still kept up and with Mess" 
Holwell, Baillio aiid others went through tho Pactory in tho morning of the 
19“' Juno to encourage the several Soldiers and Militia who wore there in the 
i'ort resting themselves, to take up their Arms and to go to tho relief of those 
who had not been off duty all night, tins I think Mr. Eolwell can attest and 
that I was myself acting iu filling bags of Cotton as soon as dawn of day ap- 
peared without his or any other persons surmising by any of my actions, 
words or shew of diffidence then or before that tho lott would fall on me to 
make answer for quitting tho Pactory (which I solemnly declare never entered 
my thoughts uutill the moment my confus’d ideas hurry *d mo off shore). Im- 
patient to know and be an eye witness of every event that might happen I re- 
fus’d tho solicitation of Mr. Holwell and many others to go to rest (who plainly 
saw I con’d scarce support my own weight for want of sleop, nor indeed 
could I any longer keep active), then about eight in tho morning when I took 
ray seat on a Chest below stairs & slumbered for about an hour, when w’alking 
to & fro a mau astonish’d me, who had chargo of tho delivery of tho powder, 
by wispering iu my ear that tho whole that was good was delivered . upon the 
several* curtains and bastions. This kuowlodgo caused my first porploxity, 
however I still kept musing and observing several persons flocldiig into the 
jiassage loading to tho back Gate (wlioro no orders given wore to be hoard 
through tho crowds of Portugcoso women and several of our Black Militia who 
wero pressing to get off shore, which many then did, carrying away the boats lay- 
ing at tho Wharf). I wont to sock for an Ofiicor and met Lioutonant Talbot to 
whom I gave orders to have that Gate shutt, hut ho return’d and told mo ho 
did not know in whoso possession tliu keys ivero. At that time there was a 
strong rumour that tho enemy was attempting to force our Southorly Barrier 
which would give thorn possession of tlic whole part of our Pactory, by the 
Water Side. Ou which I proceeded with Lieutenant Talbot, and desired lie would 


endeavour to get two Guns manned which were jilaced to defend tho Southorly 
and biorthcrly Barrier, but vain were my ollorts, lor he did not return diirin*'' 



proposed for so doing being frustrated by the desertion of our boats intended 
foi that purpose in caso of necessity as liad been agreed on, therefore it then 
appeared to me iustifiahlo and necessary to provide for iny own safety, as I 
thculhonghtmy longer stay could he of no sorvioe, which* I did by "oiii" on 
hoard of a small Pounsway tho only boat then remaining at tho Wharf except 
a large Builgrow which ivas full of people who made therein there escape.* 

C. To iho Chief & Council’s Letter from D.aoca, addressed to tho Hon’blo 
Court of Birectors, under date the 12th July 17oG, I remark that those Gontle- 
mcn liave signed to a paragraph expressing it is univcrsallv believed tho pro- 
tection granted to Hissciidass was the cause of all our misfortunes. However 
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great the censure of that act is supported by the event which happened to our 
Colony, no ohjjection ever appeared in Council to his residence here, and when 
he was admitted- his father then was held in great esteem by Alliverdicawn, 
and after his death it was matter of great doubt whither the party he espous’d 
wou’d not get the upper hand of Sourageed Doulet, in which ease the dismis- 
sion of ICissondass was an apparent consequence that the Company’s affairs 
would ho embroiled, therefore the detaining him was a medium wherewith we 
imagin’d to extricate ourselves from trouble, for had he been demanded after 
Sourageed Doulet had persuaded the Begum of Nowarris Mahweed Cawn to lay 
aside the opposition she was forming against him in favour of her husband’s 
adopted sou, or as I have said before, bad we had notice from any quarter after 
the Nabob was firmly established, that his anger was occasioned by our holding 
that man from him, wo certainly shou’d not have been so daring to dispute his 
commands in that point. Another part of that letter contradicts Mr. Becher’s 
allegation blaming me for not using proper means to accommodate, matters 
when I found the Nabob was irritated; as I have spoke to that point be- 
fore, I am only here to notice the contradiction thus set forth, that they can 
hardly credit my refusing to listen to any terms of accommodation. I am now 
come to answer those Gentlemen’s Letters to the President and Council of Port 


S‘ George, dated the 13“* July last, ns to those points which carry not veracity, 
or bear any degree of circumspection, for the least consideration surely would 
have withheld their speedy resolution to dispatch so suddenly an account of. 
the taking of Port William which they received from the Prench, and to 
averr they see no reason to doubt the authenticity thereof. I cou’d wish I had 
been able to have obtained a copy of so scandalous a libell as it has been re- 
presented, but as it does not appear, I c.an only answer thereto by repeating the 
sense of some former words, that it is too full of aspersions to bear being 
brought to light at this Board, and intended to prejudice most of our charac- 
ters ; to go further they say I tore the Perwannah that was sent to demand 
Kissendass and threw it in the face of the bearer : I protest I never saw the 
letter nor the person that brought it, and call on Mr. Hoi well, as I could on Mr. 
Manningham if he was here, (o assert that to their certain knowledge I relate 
truth; If men are thus to be attacked on such slight foundations as hearsay 
it is dilTicult, very ditlicult to wipe off the stain that hidden evil reports convey, 
such is the addition that concludes there were great riches cariy’d off by my 
self and others. It is a known fact I liad not shipp’d or brought with me 
trticrewithall to purchase a meal of rice unless the deaths on my back or the 
buckles of my shoes could have served to obtain some small provision. 
Different was the scene I had experienced, no shift of linen for eight days 
untill relieved by one of our Pilots, and the deck was my bed, the comins of 
a hatchway my pillow, my sustenance rice half mixed with paddy, Slain 
starved animals that hunger reduced me to eat, treble that time with Eiver 
muddy water for my drink to quench my thirst. 

7. The tenour of ]Mr. Pearks his minute of the 1*' Dec' is chiefly answer’d 


to already, I have this addition to make which supports what I have already - 
said, that every Member of the Board had free liberty of their tongues and 
Mr. Pearks was the man (though he may think I have a short memory) that 
extolled the proceeding of turning Narrandass from the Settlement, and told me 
with that joy he expresses himself when in his opinion any point is rightly 
executed that we had the praise of every one in the settlement for so doing. - . 

8.' I shall now set forth the en-ors in Mess'* Watts & Collet their Letter to 
the Court of Directors, under dated the 16? July 1756, and beg your patience for 
the remarks I shall give thereon. Let it be observed those Gentlemen poatively 
declare I did not receive the Perwannah sent by Narrandass, the m a nn er that 
was used in turning him out of this place, cannot have the interpretation of 
disgrace, the Orders given were to the Centinells not to let him into the Pactory, 
and to my Ohuhdars to see that he departed the hounds which he immediately 
did convcy’ed in the Palankeen he came in and with the parade of his or ' 
rather Omiehund’s Peons before him. Mr. Watts might have added that the inti- 
mation of his havino* been turned away came from me when he sent the Nac- 
quall and .wi-ote to the Durbar Officers thereon if he had rewll^tey had not 
been advised from him that such a man had been fepatch^ ^ Ae N^ob. 
How those Gentlemen can a«ert so ularing a falsity that Goja Wazeca s Duau 
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was threaten’d to he ill us’d, is as astonisliing as their positivcncss, that ho was 
sent to persuade us to pay a sum of money ; The errands ho camo on were to 
make known the purport o£ some Letters his .Master had received from the 
Nahoh, setting forth his utmost indignation and wrath, to persuade us, his 
Master wou’d interfere and accommodate matters, if wo w'ou d give him a 
?ion, whTehw^as readily assented to, at the same time he intimated to us that 
we should continue to strengthen ourselves with the utmost dispatch, foi that 
the Nabob dismissed those from his presence who had dai;^ to plead in our 
behalf, which was intimating to us the high influence Ooja Wazeed had with 
Sourao’eed Doulet, to whom he gave Power to make up matters as lie sliou a 

think best, intimating that he well knew w'e were incapacitated to pay a sum 

above three or four Lack of Rupees, though let me hero repeat there w^is no 
intimation that money was required from us. The Letter ]\Iess" Watts & Collet 
wrote us from the opposite side of Huglilcy came to our hands, but did not 
imply that the dispute with the Nabob might be finished for a sum of money. 
Their expression was that they flattered themselves if a proper person was sont 
from Calcutta, affairs might be compromised, or if we thought proper to send 
proposals to them ; to which we replyed that as we had left it to Ooja W azeed 
to accommodate matters with the Nabob on our behalf, we were of opinion it 
was unnecessary to send another person, that it was impossible for us to make 
any proposals to the Nabob as we were at a loss to know his demands. Lot us 
now consider of how little use those Gentlemen cou’d be towards mitigating 
our affairs when they were themselves obliged to obtain Ooja Wazeed’s interest 
for their releasement. 


9. Though the task assigned, or rather every Member of this Board their 
duty in one respect or other, to be respondents to Mr. Hoi well’s Letter of the 30“* 
Nov', delivered here to be sent by the first conveyance to the Hon’ble Court of 
Directors. It has not yet been intimated to me by any one Member that they 
intended a replication thereto; lam amazed at their taciturnity, whose employ- 
ments are not in any degree to be spoken off comparatively to the present atten- 
tion required in my station for the future emolument of my employers, and 
in such station hourly engaged in giving orders, directions, and listenuing to 
the opinions of every one who has to offer their sentiments on measures to bo 
pursued ; nevertheless I had rather be wanting iu a respect I owe separate 
correspondents than not find liesure to make publick answer to such part of^ 
Mr. Holwell’s Letter, which inmost points I shall reply to I think to have the 
voice of the Board and of the Settlement, if I call’d on them to alfirm I ha'^e 
made true answer. 


10. To compleat my promiss’d reply Mr. Holwell’s Letter calls my atten- 
tion, which is to be transmitted by the first conveyance to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors. ^ As that Gentleman has touched on some points whereto I have 
already explain’d myself, it will curtail my repeated remarks on those heads 
which he so vehemently censures to my prejudice and injury. The acrimony he 
makes use of against his other supeviours in the Service I do suppose will be by 
those Gentlemen notic’d, I shall only remark whereon that his accusations are 
confined to them only and not to inferiour Covenanted Servants, therefore I hurry 
to proceed giving a reply to part of his assertion contained in the 11*'‘ and 28‘“ 
paragraph of his Letter, and am not a little surprized that his memory shou’d 
not make him recollect an addition which he might with a safe conscience 
Imve added thereto, namely that we had no surmize of any disturbance about 
Kissendass untill after Alliverde Oawn’s death. For instance the truth thereof, 
the first cause of any apprehensions that trouble would ensure on the protec- 
tion he had obtained was after dismission of Narrandass I think the 16*’’ 
OT 16* of April ; how he can then assert, that I shew’d him a Letter from Mr. 
Watts, setting forth it would be expedient that Baja Bullub’s Family shou’d 
have no longer protection in Calcutta about the time the death of the Old Nabob 
was deem d inevitable, must appear an ill told tale, since Narrandass was not 
sent from Muxad^ad untill Sourageed Doulet was seated in the Government, 
and further if Mi;. Holwell was not setting himself up for the standard of truth, 
in his long recital of a,ffairs he might have covered that reflection on my actions 
by mentioning he had seen Letters of a latter date cautioning against that 

privately to quit our bounds. I do acknowledge with him 
that that family having had residence here involved us with difficulties how 
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to. act wliether to detain them or- wink at their leaving the place. It is my wish 
to shun any further mention of that family, and thei’efore the nest point I 
have to answer to carries me to the 9“* and 11* Paragraph, the purport of the 
Perwannah mentioned to have been received from the Nabob is just, what else but 
ambitious views can make Mr. Hohvell- conceal ^that the answer thereto was 
answer’d in Consultation and' forwarded with a Letter signed by the Board 
including himself to Mr. Watts & Council at Oossimbazar, the translation of 
which was entered after consultation, and I have it affirmed that our Vaequeel 
at Cossimbazar declared it to be a very proper answer. I may have forgot the 
-whole purport but to the best of my remembrance it contained as follows : — 

“ That for this century past we had traded in his dominions, and had 
“ been protected and encouraged by the several Subahs allways 
“ having paid obedience to their orders, that it give us concern to 
" observe that some enemys had advised his Excellency without 
” regard to truth, that we were erecting new fortifications, that we 
“ hoped he would not listen to any false Representations, and that we 
** depended on his favour to protect our Commerce which tended to 
“ the benefit of his Dominions, that he must have been acquainted 
“ with the great loss our Company sustained by the capture of 
" Madrass by the French, that there was now an appearance of a 
“ War between our Nations, that therefore we were repairing our 
“ Walls which were in danger of being carried away by the River, and 
*‘that we wei’e not otherwise erecting any new Works.” 

Had Mr. Holwell thought there was any impropriety in that Letter, he 
shou’d then have set forth his objections thereto, and not arraign a conduct he 
was present at, and deny its having been a transaction of Council. The Per- 
wannah was received on a Council Day, and he was by me particularly 
apply’d to, in what manner to answer it, which answer and every 
other Letter wrote the Nabob in our troubles was by the Secretary trans- 
lated and entered. In the 23’’* Paragraph Mr. Holwell expresses himself as 
if no limitation had been observed in the granting Dusticks. Had any good will 
prevailed to his superiours in the Service he might have done me so far justice as 
to say I had in a great measure curb’d that unlicensed practice, and some in 
the place can averr I have refus’d application on that head, further that I was 
warm to remedy and put those checks which were resolved on to prevent the 
declining abuse of that indulgence. I must acknowledge a fact mention’d in 
the 30* Paragraph, that Omichund us’d to be the acting person between the 
Company and the Government, and that his weight in the Settlement and at 
the Durbar became less for these ' four or five years past which piqued his 
pride and was an expenee to his pocket, this I own may have urg’d him to 
attempt making himself again considerable, and with this view I am so fully 
convinc’d as Mr. Holwell can be that he was a chief operator in bringing down 
the Nabob’s Forces, as thereby he might have expected to gain Sourageed 
Doulet a handsome sum and have sa'v’d his own Wealth, wherewith he surely 
bribed to obtain the favours he I’eeeived from the Government, and which 
heretofore will not be improper to say at times were answered by the*Company; 
that is to say he might have boasted to theDurhar Officers that by his manage- 
ment former disputes were accommodated, by which artifice his own pocket 
was not drained as has been latterly from the presents he has been obliged 
to bestow to warrant his o'wn security here, & to obtain the sole priviledge of 
purchasing Opium ■with other immunities. It must also be recent in our 
memorys, that on a rumour ( which was said he spread himself ) of his death, 
not a twelve Month since, Guards were sent from Muxadavad to secure his 
Gomastahs and effects at the Aurungs, which we must believe to have been 
an essay to try the temper of the Government, for no sooner was^ that report 
contracdeted by himself, than Letters arrived to him from principal men at 
Muxadavad implying that it was out of their abundant regard that his Go- 
mastahs had been confin’d, who were then ordered to be released ; that the Com- 
pany’s trade had not had so great a currency and with so little Durbar 
charges attending thereon for these five years past must he a truth own d, nor 
was I ever given to understand that the lessening Omichund s power was 
destructive to the Settlement. I have heard he benefitted himself yhen he ad 
,• the liidden management of this Colony, and I think it has been intimated he 
Ila F. D.- ■ 
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liouo'lit at a cheap rate the Company’s Raw Silk, wliich was some years past 
- blundered by the Morattoes } what can be said in favour of a man who offered 

me SevL thousand Rupees to relinquish my endeavours to bring ^^Jout the 

contract for Salt Petre with Ooja Wazeed in the year 1764(, and of which I 
^mediately acquainted Mr. Holwell, and have since often lamented I did not 
• Duhlickly accuse him, that I order’d his confinement m the Pactory is most 
certain, and shou’d repeat such an authority, with less suspicion of treacherous 
dealines, than he in my then opinion was carrying on, and which confinement 
was waranted by the greater number of Council, and I am sure by most of the 
inhabitants. I will not go so far as to say Mr. Holwell did not at that time 
annrove of the step, hut to the best of my remembrance he did not then think it 
wou’d be attended with any had ponsequences, nor at any meeting of the 
Council afterwards was his releasement intimated, a proof that his innocence 
was not to be affirmed; though no other reason cou’d he assigned for my 
suspicion than his correspondence with Rojeram, the Nabob’s head Spy and 
■ Phousdar of Midnapore. I still think that correspondence was of itself sufficient 
to keep Omichund within the Pactory, further the Letter that was found hidden 
under a plank in the boat, and which wou’d not have appeared but by the 
confession of two of the boat’s people who were punish’d, other Letters might 
have been thrown over hoard, and tho’ this obtained did not contain any 
virulent matter as read by one of Omichund’s people in the presence ot Mess” 
Manningham, Prankland, and Holwell, yet there will be allow’d cause to justifye 
my proceedings when I declare the boat wherein the before mentioned Letter 
was found had been observed plying to get ashore tho day before unobserved, 
on which intelligence I offered a reward to my pcbple if they could seize her, 
which even afieoted, the Mangee & Landys deny’d having any Letters with 
them; the receiving no intelligence of the Nabob’s motions or his real 
intent from Omichund, his pretended great favourite, allarmed my thoughts 
that he was an hidden enemy within our bounds, and who had been all ways 
accustom’d to maintain in his Service armed men; the having despatched 
Letters to Monick Ohund without my knowledge contrary to a publick order, 
given out forbidding all correspondence of that kind, and that in the dead of night, 
as Mr. Holwell can attest, whose people impeded them though with some diffi- 
culty, was another allarming incident, and which Mr. Holwell might have com- 
mitted to writing and mentioned, likewise his Omichund’s attempt about this 
time to purchase a quantity of firelocks which the owner prudently refus’d to 
sell him, also a following circumstance which plainly proved him a dangerous 
man ; what can be said in his vindication when after every inhabitant was ' 
desired to send into the Pactory, what Military Stores they had in possession, 
that an entire room in his house was found full of Arms of different kinds, 
which information I had in writing from Oapt" Lieutenant Smith. 


11; Mr. Holwell inserts a reasoning in his 33'* Paragraph that would have 
better become him at the time Colonel Scott om* Engineer general proposed the 
plan, of erecting a redoubt and drawbridge at Baagbuzar with other works, and 
’ which works were then totally approv’d of by the Gentlemen of Council and by 
the Company, who ordered them to be compleated, which were begun before 
Colonel Scott’s death, and afterwards carry’d on by his Assistants, Mess'’ Wells & 
O’Hara untill the finishing the Redoubt & Drawbridge, therefore this, after too 
late^ opinion of what shou’d have been more properly done, wou’d have been a 
motion with great propriety made early last year, if he was then so well instructed 
in fortifications and had been so well inclin’d to give his advice setting forth 
the fortification he now recommends, which probably wou’d have secured us if 
such operation had been agreed to. The Letters from the Gentlemen of the 
Secret Committee are never recommended to be made publick, nor are the replys 
given there to any man his business to enquire after in this -Settlement. I do 
suppose those Gentlemen who had the honour of that correspondence are satis- 
fy’d they did the duty which was of them requhed by the tenour of those 
Letters. A short remark I am induced to make on the purport of the 35"‘ Para- 
graph of the Letter now before me which reflects on many characters, and had Mr. 
Holwell given his opinion that it was then no time to regard form or ceremonies j 
he perhaps might not have had occasion to write such bitter sentences, 
which now cannot avail in any point, but to goad and vex mankind. If he 
had made an enquiry what ballance of Gun Powder for many years had been 
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remainiag oa the Company's Books, hq would not have found such a store as 
we had during the siege, which was seven hundred Maunds, I allow part thereof 
was damaged and I believe one third of the whole quantity from its age, which 
cannot in this country he remedied hut by preparing it again in the mills. If 
he wou’d do justice to his superioui*, he might well have continued to alledge, 
I mov’d for the purchase of the Powder Mills built by Colonel Scott, and recom- 
mended that Capt" Buchanan shou’d have the making of the Gun Powder two 
months before that purchase was made, and it is generally owned that article 
manufactured by him was better in quality than -Europe Powder brought 
here. In the 36*'' Paragraph I find the Muster Bolls are attacked as if I had 
conniv’d and supported the Captains in making ‘false Musters. This intimation 
I solemnly declare, whatever advantages the Captains may have made to have 
been without my knowledge, except those Eaggotts which were allowed by 
Major Mosman in recompence and in lieu of house rent, as we had no Bar- 
racks, consequently no lodgmgs appropriated for the Officers, and those allow- 
ances were. 

Eor a Captain 3 Men 

For a Lieutenant 2 Men 

For an Ensign 2 men 

Mr. Holwcll who acted as Capt-iin Fenwick's Attorney while that Gentleman 
was absent at Bombay and since on his Leave of Absence to England can by 
that power I suppose ascertain the profits his Company brought in and how 
they arose ; If he had not imagined those* profits justifiable, why has he so 
long cover’d a fraud, that on his first speaking I shou’d not have hesitated to 
prevent, nor is ho right in the number of Military he sets down to have been 
‘laid before us on or about the month of June, which were not Muster Bolls, but 
particularized in a Letter from the Officers, nor has Mr. Hohvell taken any notice 
of the sick to the amount of seventy odd which were then in the hospital and 
quarters, lie docs vouch to ascertain the number of Militarj'^ we were fold were 
at the subordinates to be two hundred men, which is a fact according to, the 
Beturns from thence, but if wo are deceived by our Commanding Officers there, 
and deserters from thcucc, and those who dye are still kept on the’ Bolls, it 
cannot be expected I can answer for such a deceit, this I am confident of, that 
at the last Aluster Bay before our troubles which was the beginning of May 
and not as is imply’d in June, the Men then under Arms with those Sick are 
put down so in the Hospital and their Quarters with the number retm-n’d 
from the Subordinates, and the allowance of jMen granted by Major Mosman 
amounted to the number whose pay were drawn for, I had almost forgot that 
there was daily desertion of many of the Portugeese Soldiers and Dutchmen in 
the Train as soon as our troubles commenced ; many Europeans we cou’d not 
possibly hove as for years past we received no recruits, therefore take the 
number of 215 which appeared under arms the 11 June 

70 Sick at the Hospital and their Quarters 

200 At the Subordinates according to the Beturns* 

20 Tip and Down the Biver on different occasions 
with a moderate number that had deserted. It will be found our employers did 
not pay for more Effective Men than really there were maintained without my 
power of contradiction, except an allowance for servants, which the Board to 
my knowledge never pleaded ignorance of. Mi-. Holwell believes there were 
not five who had ever seen a musket fired with anger. In that supposition I 
agree "with him. "We cou’d have but few Europeans and these Deserters from the 
Dntch Ships, the remainder Country born Portugueese wedded to a place of 
tranquility. If the Gentlemen he mentions declare they went on board the ship 
to deposit papers and on their other occasions, I can only say I never heard 
that was their plea for absence from the Factory,- or that they intended coming 
back, but i-emembered well, when I arrived on board the Dodalyt I was by most 
’of them congratulated with this expression ■ that they were affraid I shou’d 
have stay’d so long in the Fort to be deprived of the means of coming away. 
Why the Militia Avere not train’d 1 cannot well explain, further than mention- 
ing the second on the spot according to antient establishment was- their Com- 
mander, and he for reasons" best known to himself was backward in promoting 
the summoning of them, which to be sure was not put in practice untill the T-**, 
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June last. Tliougli really fatigued, witli tlie necessity there is to contradict mis- 
representations, I cannot quit the task 1 have assigned myself, and come to 
anWer the 87‘'‘ Paragraph \rhich is partly reply’d to already. That there were 
a number of Shells fill’d is certain, but length of time made tlicra of little or 
no use throuo’h the damp of this climate. Had we been apprized that an attack 
from the Moors was nigh at hand, we certainly shou’d liavo prepared for their 
reception by employing those who had a shallow understanding in Military 
"Works ; but a saving system prevented the oxpenco attending Portifications, 
and having in store materials wo did not think to use and those not jiroperly 
worked, Guns we had mounted more than could bo employ’d and waited for 
the trucks Colonel Scott indented for to mount the new Cannon. On the 
death of that Gentleman left us without an experienced Engineer and we 
expected one to supply his place and put our town and Fort in state of de- 
fence against an attack in case of a French War, not apprehending any assault 
from the Moors. 


12. I am sorry I find Mr. Holwell so forgetful as to deny we did not at the 
commencement of our trouble take possession of Tannah’s Fort, which w'as . 
effected, and most of the Guns then found there were thrown over the walls, 
and a beginning was made to break down the embrazures, when a party of 
seven or eight hundred of the Moors Forces appeared, which obliged tlie small 
number of men we had on shore to take to boat, after which it was judg’d impro- 
per to keep any Military on board the^ Ships laying there, as it too much divided 
our strength. The works that were rais’d to annoy the Enemy were nigh as Mr. 
Holwell sets forth, and I join with him that more uscfull steps and operations 
might have been effected for our better security, if we had had men of experi- 
ence to point out all necessary measures that shou’d have been pursued in the 
attack of our Enemy and for the defence of our Fort. Not willing to pass over 
any misconstruction of orders I am well persuaded no such were giv(;n to Mr. 
Holwell (when he repaired to the Factory in the afternoon of tlie 18“' June) 
tha.t the Battery Captain Clayton and he commanded it shou’d bo immediate- 
ly withdrawn, as the maintaining that post was by our wise beads judged of 
the greatest consequence, and we set forth to Mr, Holwell that if it was prac- 
ticable to maintain it untill night. We imagined from the number of Mon 
slain of the Euemys a terror might seize them, and that they wdu’d decamp, 
at the same time a Detatchment was ordered to support that Battery ; but 
before Mr. Holwell returned, or the reinforcement arrived there. Captain Clay- 
ton had spiked up the Guns and beat a retreat, on which a general shout 
from the Enemy was heard, and I have been told the soldiers expressed them- 
selves much disatisfyed at coming away, and which retreat from the Court 
House Battery was the cause of orders being sent for our people at the other 
outposts to come in, a measure then thought to have its utility, whether rio-ht 
or wrong I shall not take upon me to say, let Military Gentlemen iud«>-e”of 
those things : I pretend not to have gained any knowledge of that art^or of 
Fortifications while breathing an unwholesome air at Fulta. Let me repeat' 
again an observation I have made before, and which again is iraply’d in the 
43 Paragraph of Mi. Holwell s Letter, an attack on his snperiours in the service. 
To expatiate further than I have already done on my having come away will be 
repetition of what I condemn myself f6r, and though that act was not be- 
coming the Station I ea 3 oyed yet my longer stay would have been of no service 
to my employers as I am verily persuaded Oap‘ Grant Mr. O’Hara and myself 
were some of the last persons irho found means to escape from the cruelty 
of the Moors, and no one will deny that bad the Nabob got me in' his posses- 
Sion it would not have been in my power to set at nought vain, idle and 
false _ representations of our unhappy fate, nor sbou’d f have had a fair 
occasion to convince my employers of my zeal for their service, and to pro- 
mote then- future mterest, ta ^ thoughts shall he employ’d, and 

I s^ll wait their orders to uuit a Station I have been plac’d in by Admi- 
ral Watson (without any objections being made thereto by iny of the Oounoil,* 
Covenanted Servants or Inhabitants) . If it seems to them meet by this del 
Termination, X may wrong myself, by being absent fi-om an audience in Leaden 
Hall btreet, to answer my accusers, and nothing on my word but having the 
Company’s interest at heart and a sufficient opinion that my Residence here 
18 necessary to forward and obtain a happy issue from our troubles, greater 
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priviledges tliau heretofore on a surer foundation, reparation in full for the 
losses and damages sustained, and a free open ' Trade, otherwise it iyou’d 
hare been my. petition to liave accompanyed Mr. Holwell, an acquaintance of 
long standing, who proceeds to make me have a belief, that the consent Mr. 
Manningham obtained of myself and Council to give directions on what re- 
garded the Marine during the siege, has been converted to anotlier purpose 

• than design’d. Tlie cause of Mr. Manningham’s taking that trouble on • him- 
self was to ease mo from such a multiplicity of application he saw me 
encumbered with, and as that order to the Commanders of Shipping was dated 
in Fort William, it cannot I thiak be construed in any other sense than hat 
his, Mr. Man n in gham’s directions and orders were to be obey’d from that place; 
nor can any man of sense imply it gave Mr. Manningham power to act out 
of Fort William, whatever arguments the Captain of the JDodaly may make 
use of. Be the motives what they will that urges Mr. Holwell to blame our 
stay at.Fulta, he is singular in his opinion that we shou’d have immediately 
proceeded to JMadrass, an advice I never heard propos’d untill the middle 
of September by .j\tajor Killpatrick, who was not then seconded by any 
Member 'of the Board except Jlr. Watts. Our arrival at Fulta was not untill 
July, too soon to proceed directl}’ out of the River without a week’s, provision 
of any kind, not a market open to supply ourselves, and what small quantitys 
we did get for a month afterwards was brought to us by night. This time 
elapsed made us well conclude of receiving soon succours, which wou’d have 
arrived according to our expectations, if‘as I am told Admiral Watson his pro- 
posal had been accepted, and wo had been in possession of our Colony, so early 
as to have transmitted advice thereof that would have reach’d England as soon 
as the disconnected news of the Capture of Calcutta, when we should also have 
had the advantage of time to conclude terms with the Government that would 
in all probability now have been finished. If such assistance the Admiral offer’d 

• join’d with the Military, His Majesty’s Ship.s, and the Indiamen, eould have 
brought down, had succeeded in their undertakings, which no man will have the 
boldness to say otherwise, that early rc-possession of our Settlement would 
probably have enabled us to have secured a tolerable good investment for the 
.Ships now laying hero, which great advantage and many other material points 
I could fix on would have been accomplished had the Gentlemen of Madrass 
more nicely studied or liad it in their capacity to judge of the Company’s 
interest, they have so apparently neglected, by not concurring with the early 
sentiments of Sir. Watson, which had the proposal taken effect, and we had 
quitted the River and proceeded to Madrass at a time of year the tract there 
cannot admitt of speaking with Vessells bound from thence, the disappointment 
of the Ships not finding Sloops in the Road or .Pylots to bring them in the 
River is too evident to need cxjjlanation. Information of the motion of the 
Nabob and what Enemys he had to deal with was also very necessary to learn, 
with other particulars I shall not here enumerate. I admitt that our continu- 
ance at Fulta has been an expcnce the greatest part of which .on inspection of 
the Accompls could not have been sav’d, though we had for the benefit of our 
constitutions proceeded to the Coromandel Coast. A step in that respect and 
no other would in my judgment serv’d private people who had an averseness 
to publick good or the community in general. 

13. I demand to what end Mr. Holwell his sophistry all consists, but to 
have a vote of approbation, and supplant his Seniors in the service; For my own 
part by my publick advertisement it will I hope appear to every, man of 
reasoning I sought not for or coveted a station I should if the publick voice had 
required resigned in favour of a Gentleman, that not only the Company’s Servants 
but the voice of the inliabitants had proclaim’d a more fit person to manage 
the approached scene, which I doubt not will tend to the emolument of the 
India Company, and that what is past will prove to have been a necessary 
measure to awaken us and them from a supineness and lethargy. Gould 
Mr. Holwell true answer make, and bring Evidence to his assertions, he would 
be intitled to all favour. From whom he had the intelligence that no means 
were used to send succours to the Factory after I. arrived on board Ship he 
does not mention, I protest all methods were pursued to persuade the return 
of such boats we had in. call. I averr that Captain Nicholson of the JS-unfer 
Schooner was the only man that could be persuaded to return with that small 
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Vessel! to tlie Factory, liis obejlidnco was of no use, for no sooner did he reach 
the Southermost Part of the' Town, than his' people jumped ovci- hoard, and 
he was under a necessity to put bade. Inhumanity was never hofoi c Jir. 
Holwell’s declaration an apothet attending my character. It is well known 
I have been too good to those who merited not kindness and that my com- 
passion was great for the sufferings those unhappy men underwent wlio 
had not the means left to escape from a cruel Enemy. I firmly deny any ex- • 
pression of mine that could he interpreted that there was a general retreat, 
the most I said was that I did imagine those wouM follow wlio could get off 
shore, and notwithstanding the positivoncss assumed by Mr. Holwell to the 
veracity of wliat he has set forth, I am an entire stranger to any one person 
having had a design to return hack whom I found on hoard the JJorluh/, This 
my assertion let it he deem’d a truth, and that I have not waver’d from that 
principle knowingly or wilfully in the course of this Letter or in the Narra- 
tive I present with it, both intended for tlio perusal of my Employers, not 
covering my own faults which if egregious, they havo it in their jjowor to 
vacate my seat in favour of any ono they may esteem more worthy,, and who 
has their interest deeper rooted in heart than him who is without guile hut 
with future circumspection. 

Gentlemen, 

. Your most Obedient Servant, 

Eosee Deake, Jun". 

Calcutta, 
to 35*^ Jan^ 1757. 


To The Hon^ble Roger Drake Junior Esq., President & Governour Sco, Conncill o£ Fort 

‘William. 

Hon’blb Sie & SlES,-~, 

As I am still of opinion the protection granted to ICisscndass and the 
insult to the Nabob’s Messenger were essential cause of our late misfor- 
tunes & very imprudent & unwarrantable actions notwithstandin«>- what Mr. 
Holwell has wrote on that subject, I must beg leave thro’ your channell 
to convey my reasons for the said opinion to our Hon’ble Employers. The 
first, admitting Kissendass & his wealth into Calcutta I look on as ,a very 
wrong step. Mr, ‘Watt’s Letter even supposing it to have been worded as in 
Mr Holwell’s address was not in my opinion reason sitflicient. Could it over be 
imagined the Government would permit the English to protect or screen from 
justice a man who had been in so considerable a post as Naib or Denutv to the 
Nabob of Dacoar. Surely the Nabob has a right to call his sulfie^s to an 
account without our interfering, & how the Company’s interest w4a anyway 
concerned I can’tfind out; as to his influence at Dacca. I anj to observe, that 
at the fame Mr. Watts wrote his;Letter, Eaja Bulluh’s Family were entirely out 
of the Government of Dacca, & that while they had the management they were 
very oppressive to the Company & their Servants. So that I am sure the Com- 
pany owed them no obligation on account of their behaviour at Dacca, nor do 
I believe it to have been in their power at the time Kissendass was reckved in 
Calcutta to have been of any materiall prejudice to the Company’s Affairs at 
that 3?actory I must also differ in opinion with Mr. Holwell as to the proba- 
bility of the Begum’s pi^ty getting the better of SurEaia Doula, tWthere 
was never much likelihood of it I am convinced, & remember when mSs™ 
Jenks, Eeveley & Law came from Cossimbuzar in March last tW did St 
seem to make the least doubt, but that Snr Eaia Dmdo j « a 

SubasMp mtb IMe or no diffloultyrlthis K ^„e”l"opi“ fer“ 
come to my knowledge, & indeed I do not believe the Begum had eSn aboS 
3 or 4<,000 aien m her party or pay, & amongst them very few or none of 
consequence, those shut up m an untortifyed place, while Sur^Raja Doula had 
in his command in the city at least 30 000 men. So that it does not appear to 
have been essential to the Company’s Interest • to gain the friendship Raja 
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Biilluli & the Begum’s party at the great risque of the Saba’s displeasure. I 
think it would hare been more in character if those Gentlemen had declined inter- 
fering in either party, with which neither could in reason have been offended, & 
they would have followed the constant practice of the President & Councill of 
Bengali who hare all ways .jn’iidently thought it their bussiness to carry on the 
Company’s affairs & remain rieuter in any disputes in the Government, this 
they 'certainly ought to liavc done, & I own Mr. Holwell’s reasons for acting 
otherwise are no way convincing to me, nor do 1 think will to any impartial! 
person. One wrong step being taken naturally ‘occasions others, Kissendass 
not being sent out of Calcutta, the receipt of Mi*. Watts’ Letter advising the 
necessity of his dismission appears very extraordinary, but as I am a stranger 
to the reason assigned for it, I can say nothing further on the subject than that 
it appears to me to have been highly necessary to have complied with what 
Mr. Watts recommended & would have been a step® towards returning the 
error before committed. I must now beg leave to make some remarks on the 
insult offered to the Nabob’s messenger, Rajaram’s brother, a man as Mr. 
Holwell justly observed in much trust & confidence both with the late & present 
Suba. I own myself greatly at a loss, to find any reason for his coming into 
Calcutta in disguise, he was sent by the Nabob in a publick character to de- 
mand the person & wealth of Kissendass which the English unjustly detained . • 
from him, an errand ho had no reason to be ashamed of, nor do I imagine he 
looked on the English in so formidable a light as to prevent his coming 
openly to make his demand. I*am therefore firmly of opinion that he did not 
enter Calcutta in disguise & Mr, Ilolwell’s own account of the affair convinces 
me he did not. fi'hat Oinichund might come to Mr. Holwell as he represents, & 
tell him that Narrau Sing came into the place in a Christian dress, I do not 
doubt, & think it easily accounted for. Omichund had I believe been instru- 
mental! in getting admission for Kissendass «fc his Family into Calcutta & was 
very sensible the errand Karransing came upon would be disagreeable re- 
ceived, he therefore in di*cad of the Gentlemen’s resentment (some of whom he 
knew were not his friends) might pretend Narransing came in disguise in 
order if possible to clear him-sclf from any knowledge of his coming. The re- 
presentation of the Chokey Zemindar to Mr. Holwell tlie next morning that one 
of Omichund’s Servants came to him & desired him to let Narransing pass as 
one of his relations confirms me in my opinion, tho’ I must own the difference 
of the protended disguise is not so easily reconciled, there cant well be a 
greater distinction in dress, than between a Christian & a Bengali picar. 

Mr. Holwell has not mentioned which of tho disguises he gave credit to, for 
my own part, I believe the whole to have been a story rais’d by Omichund, but 
even if ho did come in disguise as Mr. Holwell received him that same 
evening fc was acquainted he had a porwannah from the Nabob to demand 
Kissendass «fc his wealth. I think the step taken the’ next morning was 
very wrong and likely to involve tho Companies affairs, it being an affront 
that it could not bo expected any Prince would put up with from a sett of 
merchants, & I thiuk it will aiipcar before I conclude this Letter that the pro- 
tection of Kissendass & tlie insult of the messenger were prinoipall causes of 
our .misfortunes ; but hero I can’t help expressing my astonishment to find 
that the Councill were never consulted on either of the above actions tho’ 
of such great consequence, but that Mess” Drake, Manningham & Holwell 
assumed to themselves the power of acting as above, tho’ they had no proper 
autliority delegated to them either by the Court of Directors or the Councill 
here that I ever heard of, Mr. Holwell has certainly taken much pains to make 
out that the protection of Kissendass and insulting the messenger were not in 
any shape causes of our late misfortune, but he must excuse me if I think 
otherwise, & in proof of my opinion I beg leave to refer to the Nabob’s 
Letter to Mr. Pigott, in which ho declares* his intention was not to drive the 
•English out of his country, but that Mr. Drake behaved ill in protecting his 
subjects from him, therefore he was obliged to punish him, and in the Much- 
ulka he got Mr. Watts to sign at Cossimbuzar his first demand was that the 
Englisli should not protect his subjects. Monickchund and Jaggerseat in their 
Letters to Major Kiilpatrick assert that the Nabob’s anger against the English 
began on their protecting his subjects, and for my own part I declare every 
Native* I conversed with told me the same, and I see no reason by any of the 
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KaboVs actions to thinb otherwise ; his constant demand that we should 
demolish bur fortifications probably proceeded .from the same cause for if we 
demolish our fortifications he might reasonably think it would disenable 
ns from protecting bis subjects in future. I can’t help taking notice of that 
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was never represented to the Nabob till he reached Rajamahall, owing I b(dic\'e 
to the interest made by Mr. Watts wdth Golam Hussein Caw'n and others, but 
that when the Nabob received Mr. Drake’s Letter and appeared greatly incensed, 
Kajaram’s brother took that opportunity of acquainting him how lie luid been 
used in Calcutta, upon which the Nabob immediately gave orders to march 
bis Army back, & swore he would drive the English oiit of JJcn".'ill, & in 
all likelihood this was the time he wrote the Letters to Ooja Wazeed whicii l^Ir 
Holwell supposes the Governour to have in his possession. That he mu« 5 t have* 
been greatly incensed some how or other is certain, he had proceeded as far as 
Rajaraul against the Purnea Nabob, who he must have looked on as a competitor 
for his Subadarry, & yet he waved his .resentment against him and marched 
back directly to attack the English, this does not appear like a premeditated desion 
. but rather a sudden gust of passion. What prevented vou Gentlemen fro'lii 
using proper means to molify him while on his march I do not know unless 
It proceeded from severall of you being unacquainted with the provocation 
given, so that you might be at a loss what to judge of the Nabob’s actions and 
those few who nad heen concemed in it took great caution to prevent its Imn^ 
made pubhek from a conviction I presume that they had acted wron- else 
I can t any way account why the affair of Kissendass and the iMossen-er were 
never laid before the Councill, as it certainly would have enabled tlicm to form 
a better judgment of the Nabob’s actions, that money wou^d ha^^ 
him I am persuaded. It is the custom with the Government there to nvitp 
exorbitant demands, but it is very seldom the money will not aeeommnriofo 
matters, the Na.hob certainly was greatly irritated, but still I thinko lie mi"ht 
have been pacify’d by a few lacks of llupces, besides bis o n 

yenall, & I do not doubt but they might have bpen **^*^*^ ^ 

interest and probably have stopt the Nabob’s resentment biif 
which I believe never was attempted, but iitead of^i? I r'" 
talked big & even refused the mediation of Coif "?4eed wlL 
heard it alleged that money could not be n?irl i o^^cred. I have 
Company’s positive orders, I must beg leave to assert 

of my remembrance the last orders from the Court of -n;,. to f lie best 

ject, are in answer to the payment of neat 200 00 ^ afS 

been stopt six months. If I am not mistaken thpPnn f our biissiness had 

ment, as there appeared an absolute necessity for it and^oSlf 

against complying with the Nabob’s exactlns whtle^ if 5 

Surely if ever there was an absolute- necessity it* wafon 1 ? ^ avoided; 

Goverment bad never before gone greater ^ occasion, the 

putting some forces on our Subordinate Eac'twies Ct ht?e^r® V^siness and 
taken, our Gentlemen made prisoners & the -NTni^nuS ’ “ ^ “ Oossimbuzar was 
& yet no step taken to p?e™t M7ToniS,te 

fenceless situation having^ neither men or was m a de- 

Army, besides the subordinate Eactories and dailf ^ powerfull 
War ought to have had great weio-lit -with vnn n ^PP^®^®“®ion of a Erenoli 

accommodation if possible,\nt they leem^ohavfbeSbeW P^^^^oting an 

tainly reason would have dictated as thp mntsf P®low your notice. Cer- 
way to the times, tried eohSfsst™ ^'^0 ^iren 

have been very proper to have wrote to th? AdmirSl ^^P 
tance, & when you had Force sufficient, laid hold on f 
to demand restitution of the money extorted frlm Imf opportunity 

to be used so in future ; how much more elio'iblp security not 

the fighting system I think will appeS S eveff ® ‘ 

the state of FoBt M^iUiam, the Town of CalcuS ponsiders 

more. I can say no more on that subieot I tbinV therefore say no 

ed will make it appear that the Eeglish had eireT’s^r^ v'’" mention- 

provoeahon ,o make him their Enemy withoufnny 5'hfa a^d eSSp?,- 



advice. Mr. Holwell will excuse me if I do not admitt Alliverde Oawn’s speech 
as genuine till better proofs are brought to support it than any I have yet 
seen, such advice if really given it is reasonable to imagine ■ had few or no 
witnesses, so that it appears very improbahle Mr. Holwell in his distressed 
situation at Muxadavad should have been able to unra'vell the mysterries . of 
the Cabinet»& explore a secret never yet known to any one but himself. I can’t 
agree with Mr. Holwell that Sur Raja Doula’s actions were enthely consistent 
with the advice said to be given him by his Grand Rather that appears to me 
to warn him to be on his guard against the French as well as us^ they have 
had their share in the troubles ph the Coast So that their Fortifications ought 
not to have been permitted them any more than burs, & never could the Suha 
have a better opportunity of reducing them to his own terms than just after 
he had conquered the English, when he surrounded them with his victorious 
Army, & they were even in a worse situation for defence than Fort Wiiriam. 
It is true the demand was for them to'levell their Fortifications, but on a 
proper representation & agreeing to pay 3 Lacks or 3|, the. whole dispute was 
accommodated in 48 hours, this I think never would have happened had he had 
a design to reduce, the three European. Nations to the same footing as Ar- 
menians & other Merchants, for I will venture to assert that he might in three 
or four days have been in possession of both French & Dutch Factories. So that 
I can’t see how it would have interfered with his intended expedition against 
the Purnea Nabob, as I think he did not set out on that expedition till Octo- 
ber, which I believe was the soonest it was possible for him to undertake it. 
During the Rainy season the country is so overflowed & the Rivers increased 
that it would have been scarce possible to have cross’d an Army to the Purnea 
counti’y, this the Nabob must have been sensible of when he marched hack 
from Rajamahall; but it appears he was so angry with the English that he 
chose rather to abandon his own interest ’than not to- shew .his immediate re- 
sentment. I beg leave to assure you Gentlemen that I have to the best of my 
knowledge asserted nothing but as it really happened, but if I have inadvertent- 
ly committed any errors I shall be very ready to acknowledge & correct them 
as soon as they are pointed out ; my only design is to acquaint our Hon’ble 
Employers with what appears to me to. have been dssentiall causes of our 
misfortunes & such actions as can never be justifyed, I submit the whole to 
their consideration & with Respect. • • 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs, 

Oaloutta, Tour most Ob^‘ Humble Serv‘. 

• • • r , “ 

The S5th January 1757. RICH” BEOHER. 


To— The Hott’ble the Court of Directors for the AfEairs of the Hon’ble United Company 
of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it please Toun Honottes, — • . 

In my Letters from Fulta of August the 15*’’ & September the Ifi”*, 1766, 

I endeavoured to represent to. you in few words as possible the cruel situation 
your affairs were then in, in this part of India. I have now the pleasure to con- 
gratulate your Honours on the agreeable change which has since happened 
and on the prospect there now is of soon seeing every thing re-settled. 

* I will refer your Honours to Colonel Olive for returns and Particulars in 
all your Military Affairs as he has here now the Chief Command and has under- 
taken to inform you of every thing. 

What was done since I last had the honour of writing to you, and 
before the arrival of the Squadron, was little more than in keeping up a corre- 
spondence with some principal people in the Country ; which answered almost 
all our intentions in gaining of time. & having provisions supplyed to us while 
we were obliged to remain inactive, but of this with the particulars of all our 
transactions you will have an exact account in the General Xntters. ITour 
Honours are to be the sole judges. of our conduct, and I am hopeful you won t 
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find that we have acted amiss. One thing -which I nm suve of is that many of yoiir 
Servants here seem to have your interest trucly at heart and would do to the 
utmost of their power to promote it.' I can answer for myself at least, as I am 
persuaded that no man in this way could go further ; and I am also well coh« 
vinoed so far as I am able to judge from what I have yet seen that there are 
others and in particular your Hon’ble President here who is perfectly attached 
to your interest. 

I received the Commission you wete pleased to honour one with as a 
very great mark of your favour '& esteem, and shall do every thing in my 
power to make you ever think that you have hot bestowed it unworthily, the’ 
I must own it gives me some conoera to observe that you should have tliought 
proper 80 much more to have lessened my allowances than wliat you Jiad 
ever done to any former Major in Bengal, so that you have left me lit(.lc more 
•than barely my Major’s pay which is hut five shillings a day more than that of 
a private Captain, tho’ I have to support the rank of third in Council and 
Commander of the .Bengal Troops. 

I am. not greatly interested nor desirous of extraordinary allowances parti- 
cularly at a time like this ; but what has been given to others in the same 
station before me I think in some measure is hut my right and due as I hope 
you will never find that I have done or will do less for your service than any. 
whom you have formerly employed ; and I can assure Your Honours that the 
£250 which I still hope you will order to he payd me, is not any extraordinary 
sum for one who would support as he ought the character of the ’station in 
which you have placed me, for you must be very sensible that it is entirely 
out of my way to do anything on Trade or to enjoy any post which might 
bring me any other advantages, as all the Civil Counccllors can. So that I liope 
your Honours will he pleased to consider of this as also of the request which 
I made to you in my last concerning getting me a Brevet from His Jlajestj’ ; 
which may likewise prove for the benefit of your Service, if you can think 
that from my experience in the Country & my attachment to your interest, 
I might some time or other be of more use to you in having the Command, 
than one of equal rank in His Majesty’s Service without those advantages. 

I have suffered greatly in my * health’ since I last had the honour of 
addressing you hy fatigues & had accommodation, which has affected my 
Wounds so much that the Doctors have strongly advised my f''oin"’ home. 
However while I am at all able I am resolved not to leave the Country at a 
time like this, tho I thought it necessary to let Your honours know so much, 
least I should be obliged to guit before even I can be honoured with an 
ans'^er to this ; which will certainly wait for if my health will permit, 
haying the honour to he with the greatest respect & sincerest attachment. 


May it please Your Honours, 

Yours Honours most Obd*’ 

& most humble Servant, 

. ’Camp xeak Fort William, JAMES KILLPATBIOBl. 

25ih January 1767. 


P. &— Tho’ I mentioned to your Honours in the ahoTe that Colonel OllTe 
uonld send you ^neral Hetnrns of the -irhole, yet I think it my duty also to 
send partioular Return of the Beagal Troops : which I here now Lve the 
honour to inclose you being as' above. ' 

J. K. 


Duplicate. 

To-The Hon'ble the Swret Committee for AfEoirs of the Hon. United Compi oi 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs,— . . ’ 

w Letter transmirted under cover to the Presid‘ & C" o 

Fort S George to be forwarded via Bussorah is enclosed. We shall in thi 
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address £jive you a summary aco‘ oE our Proceedings since our appointment 
by the Walpole's Packet. . . 

2. By that Ship We reo*' a Letter from the Select Committee of Port 
S‘ George importing the following particulars, that His Majesty’s Squadron & 
the Comp^’* Ships Marlbro* & Walpole were then upon the point of sailing for 
Ballasore Road. TImt they had embark’d on them 628 Military all’ Officers 
included, 109 of the Train & 940 Scepoys under the Cpmmand of Robert Clive, 
Esq''. That they had sent 4,00,000 Rupees on the above Ships for the expences 
of the Expedition consign’d to Col. Clive. That they had directed him to apply 
to us for plans of a Treaty to be made irith the Nabob and of Military Opera- 
tions ; but had empowered him to deviate from the whole or part of such Plans 
if he thought them inconsistent with the Company’s Interest. And that they 
bad directed him in case they should recall him to return with his Troops 
leaving as many as he inay judge sufficient for the defence of Calcutta. 

3. 'rhe Protector & Lapiciug brought us another supply of Seepoys. 

4. Upon the arrival of Admiral Watson & Col. Clive We judg’d it 
proper & necessary to give them an invitation to our Committee.- And 
accordingly our Consultations while at Eulta were always held on Board the 
JTcm/, particular regard being paid to Mr. Watson’s advice, whose attachment 
to the Comp®’* interest wc have since experienced. 

5. Esteeming it necessary previously to request of Mr. Watson the 
assistance of his Squadron to retake Port William & oblige the Suba to 
make us reparation for our Losses & Injuries, We did so on the 16*’' Dec*, and 
rec’d a handsome assurance* of the Admiral of doing all in his power for 
the Company’s benefit j as far as was consistent with the safety of His 
Majesty’s Ships. 

6. A Letter was then wrote to the Nabob from the Admiral implying 
his design of coming here to re-establish the Company & procure restitution 
of their losses, which it was • hoped the Nabob would be inclinable to grant. 
This Letter was wrote with intention to amuse him, & prevent his re-inforcing 
the garrison at Calcutta during the delay of the Squadron at Fulta account 
of the Spring Tides. Hitherto no answer has been rcc*d to that Letter tho’ We 
are assured it Avas delivered. 

7. The time of moving from Fulta with the success of the Squadron 
have already been mentioned, as well as the publication of our Manisfests & 
Declaration of War. Upon our request Admiral Watson has likewise declared ' 
War against the Suba on His Majesty’s Part. 

8. Cue of the first steps We took after our return was to write to the 
Zemindars of the neighbouring pergunnahs to pay the rents & revenues of 
their respective Districts into our Treasury, on pain of having their Country 
destroy’d in case of refusal. Several of them have sent their Tackells & pro- 
mised obedience to our orders, by this means We have hopes of easing the 
Company considerably in the charges of the Operations it may be expedient to ’ 
carry on against tho Suba. 

9. The capture & destruction of Hugbly was esteem’d so essential to . 
strike a terror in the Suba’s Troops & encourage any malcontents to declare in 
our favour. That t\\Q Bridgwater & King's Fisher with a considerable detatch- 
ment of Land Forces were .sent up that Expedition, which has been execute'd 
with the loss of but few men of our side, but it is reported that a great num- 
ber of the Enemy have been slain. The Fort was blpwn up by Major 
Killpatrick & tho Town, Gunge, &'*, burnt to ashes. This We have reason 

to believe has had the desir’d effect & thrown the Country into a vast conster- 
nation. We have withdrawn our Troops, I have encamp’d our Military Seapoys 
&®. upon a Plain near Dumdumma. 

10. Our Intelligence from all Quarters agreeing that the Nabob is on his 
inarch this way with a large army. We have wrote the Select Coipmittee at 
Bombay & Fort S* George & enforc’d the necessity of supplying us with Troops 
to compleat our re-establishment & procure reparation for our Losses, 
Damages, & Charges. 
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li=re and reanested our seatimeiits. "vrliicli or the three rrouM. be lire most. 
^ ^ . ^ ^ 

the 
oetore 
Leagne 

conld be eSeeted- if not a defen- 



tern-een the Crown of Great Britain & France, war to be prefered to the other 
two ProptsitlQi^j & that the sooner snch a Tr^tv was condaded the better. 
This Gpinion we transmitted in writing to the AdmiraL 

13. Oar reasons for this opinion were chienv these* Br cojicliiding such 
a Treaty of Zventraiity, we prerented their assisting the Snba in any shape 
Esainst'as; secured oar own Settlement (at present hat ill prepared to with- 
stand an European Enemy) from any apprehensions of it's being attack’d by 
them, and- were therebv left at Hbertr to prosecute the war -asainst the 
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the Erench to undertake in order to accommodate matters. *The Dem*^ we 
yerhally made the Erench deputies were in substance : To bare restitution 

in conse- 
such Fortinea- 

...... . chu53-to 

a r ectory, ana to oeaLow’ua 3Iint m Calcutta. These demands were 
fcrwnrdcd ly the French to Coja TTazeei by whose answer there is great room 




, ^ ^ , — Immunities 

tor c-ar Commerce as to renrer tnis bettiement more beneSdal to the Companr 
ti-r-.n it hr.? cc-cn rntfe it s nrr. estahlisUment. ^ * 



oircnce c: 


p-ounas acco-rmng to his ab:L-rfes for 
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Seepoys ; and to raise the Ground Eent of such Houses as are situated within 
the Fortifications for the disbursement of that charge. Both of these methods 
we imaginq will be readily assented to by the Europeans & Natives, will enable 
the Company to keep the Government within hounds at an easy expence, & 
put an end to the continual extortions & venal practices Of the Darhar. Terms 
so beneficial & desirable we doubt not will he highly satisfactory. We must 
therefore recommend it to you Hon’hle Sirs to send us out an able Engineer 
to plan a strong & regular Eortifica.tion, & give us permission to execute that 
plan immediately. We must likewise repeat that it Avill be proper to keep up 
a large Military .Force, & request you will send us out by the first opportunity 
a considerable body of disciplin’d Troops if possible, with positive orders to 
the Gentlemen at Madrass not to detain them upon that Coast on any account 
whatever. 

16. Military Stores of all kinds will be wanted with good Artillery Officers, 
which Company is now under the command of Major Killpatrick. 

17. As it would be imprudent to risque a second capture of the Settlement 
in case wo should he unsuccessful! in the Field, we are making the present 
Fort as defensible as wo can by digging a Ditch 30 feet wide round the Walls, 
levelling the [houses within paces round, & throwing up a Glacis with the 
dirt of the ditch & the rubbish of the* houses. These Works will amount 
to a trifle, & will we imagine secure us from further attempts of the Govern- 
ment. We purpose likewise to detain the Protector in the River, & have wrote 
to Mr. Bourchier & his C® for another Ship of Force to remain here till we are 
better settled. We have likewise ordered 20,000 Mds. of rice & provisions of 
all kinds to be laid in by the Buxey. 

18. The quick arrival of the Troops from Bombay & those on ihe Cim- 
berland may be of such importance to our affairs, that we have dispatch’d 
Boats and small Craft to Ingollie to bring them up immediately on their 
importing. 

19. Having recited a detail of our transactions we are next to request 
your permission to make some observations on the extraordinary conduct of 
the Select Committee at Fort S* George in the course of the Expedition they 
have set on foot to recover your Possessions, Estates, Rights & Priviledges in 
Bengali. Those Gentlemen have authorised & empowered Col. Clive *to act as 
Oommander-in-Chief of the Land Forces to be employed on this Expedition. 
They have given him an independant power to pursue subh Plans of Military 
Operations & to make such Treaties of Peace as he may think fit in case he 
dilfers in his opinion from us. They have consign’d singly to him a sum' of 
lls. d00,000 uith all the Military Stores ; have enjoin’d him to return upon 
being recall’d with his Troops, leaving only as many behind as he may judge 
sufficient for the defence of Calcutta, & have appointed a Pay Master & Com- 
missary. of the Troops. 

20. The authority they have assumed of appointing Col. Clive Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the* Forces in Bengali (notwithstanding they acknowledge us 
as the Gov. & Co hero & in direct opposition to the tenour of the Commission 
we have rec’d this Season) is so unwarrantable that we cannot avoid taking 
notice of it, as an encroachment upon the Rights & Trust invested in us by 
our Employers. 

21. Their motive for empowering Col. Olive to execute whatever Plans of 
Military Operations he may judge most efficacious, to compel the Sub a to terms, , 
& to conclude such Treaties as he may think most for the Company’s Interest, 
is so extremely weak & insufficient that we have been obliged to require of 
Col. Clive, to comply with & follow all Orders he may receive from this Com- 
mittee respecting any Plans of Military Operations, & on no ac3‘ to conclude _ 
any Treaty of Peace or Accommodation without our assent and approbation. 
We doubt not, Hon’ble Sirs you will concur with us in thinking it strange 
that a greater confidence should be put in a single person (totally unacquaint-, 
ing with the nature of the Country & Government), for prosecuting & finish- 
ing these disputes than in us, the Gov. & C“ established here by the Hon’ble 
Company. As we are of ’opinion this proceeding of your Servants at Madrass 
may prove a prejudice rather than benefit to‘ the Company’s affairs should . 
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Col. Olivo deviate from our directions, w o liavc protested af^ainst any mis- 
carriages that may happen hy lodging such aU- extravagant power in the 
Colonel. ‘ 

22. Consigning so large a sum o£ Moneyas d>,00,000 Us. all ilie Miiit.nry 
Stores singly to Ool. Clive without subjecting his, thePjiy blaster’s or Commis- 
sary Aoc‘" to any inspection or controul of our Board, is a lalitude the Com- 
pany have not even conforr’d upon their Gov. & C" at this place. Whether 
they are warranted for such an extraordinary , step or not, you arc the best 
judges Hon’ble Sirs, We can only say, it is a treatment very unhandsome & 
difiddent, and w.hat we are not conscious o£ having merited from those 
Gentlemen. 

23. Their Orders to Ool. Clive to return with his Troops in ease of being 

recall’d and •submitting to his .judgment .what number of men may he 
necessary for our defence, is likewise partial and void of regard to the Com- 
pany’s interest. How important a rc-estahlishmcnt in these Provinces must \)c to 
our Employers they cannot be ignorant; to leave that unfinished, loPorego tlic 
ho.pes of- obtaining reparation -for Your heavy losses and satisfaction for the 
charges inourr’don this occasion, merely because the French may attack their 
possessions on that Coast, is in our opinion far from con.sistcnt with the true 
interest of the Company. We must also remark that though they have been 
pleas’d to give Ool. Olive these directions, the number of Troops .sent under 
his Command with those which arrived with ^lajor Killpnlrick do not exceed if 
equal, the number of Recruits designed for this Presidency & detained on tljcir 
Coast. » 

24. We have requir’d of Col. Clive to recede from the Indcpcndnnt Power 

given him hy the Select Committee at Port S‘ George, & subject himself to the 
Orders of this Presidency ; hu.t he has refus’d to surrender that authority. 
We must leave it to you, Hon’ble Sirs, to take proper notice o£ so injurious a 
conduct in your Servants on the Coast. , 

26. Since writing thus far the Admiral has received an answer from tljc 
Nabob to his Letter & bas wrote another to desire he would listen to the pro- 
posals he would receive from us. 

26. Jdr. Holwell, who is one of onr Committee, being on his departure for 
England on this Sloop by reason of his health, we have given the care of 
these advices to 'his charge, and are with the greatest Respect. • 

Hon’dle Sirs, 

Port WilI)IA.m, Yonr most faith£ull and 

The 26th Jany. 1757. • most Obd' h’ble Servants, 


ROGER DRAKE, Juin'. 
RICH” BEOHER. 


To-The Wble the Com-t of Directors for AlTairB of the Hon’hle United Com^ of 
Merchants of England tftiding to the East Indies. ■ 

Mat it PLBAiE YpuR Honours, — 

1. Mr. Holw^ in his ^dress to Trar Honours having in many parts of 

ins Letter arras^ed my oonduot, self defence obliges me to reolv to the soverni 
particulars, and to point out where he has been mistaken. ^ ^ several 

2. In the 4"* Paragraph of his letter he relates a verv 

MahnUnh’s being seized on- his Master Netvangees Mah™^ Cam?S dSh & 
dnnng the life of AHverdi Oawn and ms by Snrajud Donlet irnp^mS who 
hy severe methods endeavoured to force a confession and ' disoovSrv of New. 
angres Mahmud dam’s nohes, Md then tonnohesoutinto apaneg^ok on the 
faithfuUness of taabnUnb to h.s deoeared Masfer ; tvhere ]£. Hdwell picked 
up this piece of mtelligenoe I am at a loss to know, for neither I or he ffive 
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Col. Olive deviate from our directions, w c have protested against any mis- 
oarriages that may happen by lodging such ah extravagant power in the 
Colonel. 

22. Consigning so large a sum of Money *as 4,00,000 Rs. 8S all the Military 
Stores singly to Col. Clive without subiecting his, the Pay Master’s or Commis- 
sary Acc‘® to any inspection or controul of our Board, is a latitude the Com- 
pany have not even conf err’d upon their Gov. & C°, at this place. Whether 
they are warranted for such an extraordinary step or not, you are the best 
judges- Hon’ble Sirs, We can only say, it is a teeatment very unhandsome & 
iiCadent, and w.hat we are not conscious of having merited from those 
Gentlemen. , 

23. Their Orders to Col. Clive to return with his Troops in case of being 

recall’d and .submitting to his .judgment .what number of men inay be 
aecessary for our defence, is likewise partial and void of regard to the Com- 
pany’s interest. How important a re-establishment in these Provinces must be to 
)ur Employers they cannot be ignorant ; to leave that unfinished, to Forego the 
iqpes of- obtaining reparation -for Your heavy losses and satisfaction for the 
jharges incurr’d on this occasion, merely because the French may attack their 
possessions on that Coast, is in our opinion far from consistent with the true 
interest of the Company. We must also remark that though they have been 
pleas’d to give Col. Clive these directions, the number of Troops sent under 
bis Command with those which arrived with Major Killpatrick do not exceed if 
equal, the number of Recruits designed fier this Presidency & detained on their 
Coast. - ♦ . , 

24. We have requir’d of Col. Clive to recede from the Independant Power 

given him by the Select Committee at Fort S‘ George, & subject himself to the 
Orders of this Presidency ; bu,t he has refus’d to surrender that authority. 
We must leave it to you, Hon’ble Sirs, to take proper notice of so injurious a 
conduct in your Servants on the Coast. , ^ . 

26. Since writing thus far the Admiral has received an answer from the 
Nabob to his Letter & has wrote another to desire he would listen to the pro- 
posals he would receive from us. 

26. Ml’. Holwell, who is one of our Committee, being on his departure for 
England on this Sloop by reason of his health, we have given the care of • 
these advices to 'his charge, and are with the greatest Respect. • 

Hon’ble Sieb, 

Fokt William, Tour most faithfull and 

The 26th Jany. 1757. ’ most Obd‘ h’ble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Junr. 
RICH® BECHER. 


To — The Hon’blo th'e Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United Corny* of 
Merchants of England tiding to the East Indies. 

Mat it please TpuE Honoues, — 

1. Mr. Holwell in his address to Tour Honours having in many parts of 
his Letter arraigned my conduct, self defence obliges me to reply to the several 
particulars, and to point out where he has been mistaken. 

2. In the 4*'’ Paragraph of his letter he relates a very plausible, story of 
Rajabullub’s being seized on his Master Newangees Mahmud Cawn’s death & 
during the life of Allverdi Cawn and was by Surajud Doulet imprisoned,; who 
by severe methods endeavoured to force a confession and ' discovery of New- 
angees ^lahmud Cawn’s riches, and then launches out into a panegyrick on the 
Eaithfullness of Rajabullub to his deceased Master; Where Mr. Holwell picked 
lip this piece of intelligence I am at a loss to know, for neither I or he believe 
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any of the Gentlemen of Oossimbuzar ever heard of .his being imprisoned till 
after the old Nabob’s Death ; on the contrary Rajahullub was daily employed in 
giving an account of Ne'svangees Mahmud Gavrn’s riches to the old Nabob, 
and never received any check till about a few days before he died, when on 
the information of Surajud Dolilet of Newangees Mahmud Oawn’s Begiim or 
Wifes raising forces for us, he was sent for and spoke to severely ; on which he 
returned to his Mistress. at Mootee Jheel, where she was raising forces as much 
to preserve the life of her Gallant Meir, Nusserally, as her riches which she 
expected will be seized on her Father’s death. Mr. Holwell then proceeds and 
argues extremely well for Rajabnllub, after which he ventures to assert upon 
memory alone what I can with the same of more certainty affiim I never wrote, 
what I wrote I can venture to say was only to the following purport, vis., 
to Mr. Manningham.” 

“That Bajabullub’s son’s "Wife was taken ill on her way to Jaggefnaut, 
" therefore Rajahullub desired she might be admitted into Calcutta 
“ for a month till she was brought to bed as she was ready to lie 
“ in. I had complied with his intercession to write to the Govemour 
“as Rajahullub had ‘been usefull to us and might be more so.” 

TPhat I wrote to the Govemour was enclosed under a flying Seal to Mr. Man- 
ninghain, and was to the same purport, only the article of her being ready to lie 
in was omitted, but I in the most solemn manner declare that I never wrote to 
supply her with boats, neither did I know till about the time of the old 
Suba’s death that ever Rajabullub’s Son or wealth were admitted into Calcutta. 
If I had been acquainted with that I should have been immediately alarmed, 
and the moment I suspected any ill consequences might attend the Governour’s 
keeping Rajabullub’s Son or wealth in Calcutta, I Sid as Mr. Holwell mentions 
desire the Govemour to turn them out of the place. I never heard from the 
more understanding people about the Durbar, that Newangees Mahmud Cawn’s 
Begum would ever get the better, and the Gentlemen of Oossimbuzar were 
under solittle'appi’chensions of any alteration in the Government by her means, 
that I do not romembor 'we ever mentioned the affair to Calcutta ; therefore I 
cannot conceive from what quarter Mr. Holwell could get this intelligence. 

3. TTith regard to Mr. Holwell’s 5*’’ Paragraph of his Letter I acknowledge 
to have wrote to the purport ho mentions, but what salutary end it could 
answer affronting so considerable a person as Nai’rain Sing after knowing and 
receiving him with respect, and refusing the Nabob’s Letter which demanded 
Kissendass and his wealth I cannot conceive, without there were some hidden 
causes and motives which do not appear at present. The moment I was acquainted 
with the affair I dreaded the consequences of afronting so considerable a 
Servant of a young man intoxicated with Power and Wealth, and who expected 
an implicit obedience to his will. I therefore immediately applied to all the 
great men about the Nabob to prevent Narang Sing’s complainingi and the 
affair was seemingly hushed up ; but possibly when the Nabob marched to 
Rajamaul where he received the Governour’s Letter which so much incensed 
him, Narain Sing who was then with him might take the opportunity to re- 
present his own ill treatment. I must here remark that when Mr. Holwell 
found himself embarassed how to act I am surprised he should not propose 
to the Governor the asking the advice and assistance of the rest of the Council, 
why they did not or why they assumed a power of acting by theniselves, a 
Power no ways delegated to them, must appear extraordinary to every impartial 
judge. I ■ must here again observe that the utmost efforts of Newangees 
Mahmud Cawn’s Begum was to preserve her Gallant and Wealth, neither was 
it ever imagined that a loose abandoned old Woman would be able to stand in 
competition for the Government with Surajud Dotilet. 

4. The 7*'* Paragraph of Mr. Holwell’s Letter requires no Answer. In the 8*’' 
he mentions that the taking of Gayree by his Majesty’s Squadron, and the 
Naval Strength of the English in India, was the occasion of much speculation 
at the Durbar, this tho* I resided at Oossimbuzar and had constant intercourse 
with the most considerable Durbar OfiBcers I never heard of, and I am confident • 
from the many conversations I have had with them, that scarce any but a few 
Merchants knew w^ho Angria was & even those who had. heax’d of his name^ 



mentioned liim with the utmost contempt as a. needy rohhor, I lilccwisc never 
heard that our liavin{; Sixteen Ships of War and a strong land Porco coming to 
Bengal, over gained belief at the Durbar, & any person who knows tlic nature 
of these Eastern People, how incurious &. indolent they are, must be sensible 
how little they trouble themselves with occurrences & affairs that happen 
beyound their own Province. 

B. In answer to the 9“' 10“* & 11“* Paragraphs I .must say it might have 
been possibly better if wo had answered the Nabob's Perwannab as politickly 
as the Prench did. 

6. With regard to the Letters mentioned in the 12“' Paragraph few reached 
us, that in relation to enquiring of the Nabob’s Ministers whether his intentions 
were to extort a sum of money from us never did. 

7. The Letter of the 1*‘ of Juno mentions not Boydullub one of the Nabob’s 
Ministers but only a Jemmadar of his who might very probably be . mistaken 
in his intelligence ; however in the cifcumstances we were in, we thought it 
incumbent on us to transmit every particular we heard. 

8. The small resistance they were able to make in Calcutta where their 
numbers and all kinds of Military Stores were above ten times more than 
what we had besides the advantage of Shipping to retire to, proves I think 
evidently how greatly the five Captains were mistaken in their opinion of the 
defenoibleness of Cossimbuzar. Our whole Garrison according to our Muster 
Bolls consisted of only 51 or 62 Men, Six of which were Sick, and of the re- 
mainder there were not above twenty Europeans, and those most undisciplined 
Dutch Men, the rest being Topasses on whom little or no dcpcndancc could be 
.put; with this Porce wo had orders to resist -an Army of tliirty thousand Men 
who had possession of all the houses round us which commanded the Bastions, 
and after we could defend the place no longer wc were to make the best 
retreat in our power, a retreat of above a hundred Miles overland through an 
Enemy’s Oountiy, and in the face of so large an Army, for neither boats or 
dandy’s could we expect to procure in those circumstances, or if we could, the 
Biver was too shallow to proceed down against so large a Porce, it being in 
many places nbt above two feet* deep. This Letter wc never received, if we 
had, we should have submitted to the directions there given notwithstanding 
the apparent preposterousness of them. 

9. In Mr. Collet’s and my Letter to Tour Honours I have given my reasons 
for going out of the Pactory, which was by the advice and consent of all the 
Gentlemen of the Pactory and Officer of the Garrison, and when I found 
myself detained in Camp and the Surgeon returned to the Pactory, I told him 
that tho’ I did not know what might be the consequence yet I did not think 
it advisable for Mess" Collet & Batson to quit the Pactory ; but the message 
not being delivered they came to Camp, when I told them the message I had 
sent, and that I was sorry to see them there. Mr. Hoi well then proceeds and 
wishes for our sakes and the honour of our Country that we may be able 
to justifye our conduct in not fighting, in answer to which I must ask Mr. 
Holwell why he did not continue to defend the Pactory when at tho time of 
the delivering of it up he had five times the number of Men we had at Oos- 
simbuzar. I term it delivering of it up,- from the account I received from Mr. 
George Gray, Junior, a Young Gentleman of sense and spirit, who showed his 
account to many of his fellow sufferers who were then in the Prench Hospital 
at Chandernagore, & who allowed the account to be just, & I declare solemnly 
I never once heard of tlie betraying of the Back Gate to the Enemy tho’ there 
were above 80 Men of different degrees in the Prench Hospital (till . Mr. 
Holwell returned from Muxadavad who then told that story). Mr. Gray’s &ca, 
account of the affair is as follows : — " Soon about noon the Governour & Coun- 
“ oil thought proper to write to the Nabob & Duan demanding a Truce & ah 

. " accommodation but had no answer returned. About d O’clock the Enemy 
“ called out to us not to fire, upon which the Governour showed a flag of Truce; 

“ and gave orders for us not to fire ; upon which- the Enemy in vast numbers 
. “came under the Walls and at once set fire to the Windows which were stopt 
“ up wdth Cotton Bales, began to break open the Port Gate, and scaled our Walls 
“bn all sides; this put us into the utmost confusion, some rushed out -at the Gate 
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“ towards tlie River and others were surrounded by the Moors who showed them 
"signs of Quarter*, upon which they delivered themselves up.” To this I must 
here add that one Corporal assured me that when the Moors in numbers 
came under the Walls he had his match ready to hre a Flanck Gun on them, 
by which he must have destroyed many, but Mr. Holwell took the match out 
of his hand and extinguished it in a tub of Water. This is a Circumstance I 
should never have thouglit of mentioning had not Mr. Holwell laboured so 
much to arraign my conduct by artfully endeavouring to prove that one 
day’s defence of Cossimbuzar might have saved Calcutta, and in order to do this 
ho calls the Heavens to his assistance & makes it rainy, dirty Weather for 
several days after the taking of the Place, to this I answer and appeal to every 
inhabitant of Calcutta for the truth of what I assert that except one shower 
on the 2"^ night after the place was taken, it was in general clear and dry 
Weather for many days I think to the beginning of July. 

10. In answer to the last part of the Paragraph I am informed from 
some of the Gentlemen that suffered at Cossimbuzar, that their ill treatment 
.was owing entirely to the officer shooting himself which made the Moors ap- 
prehend if they were left free they might make some desperate attempt. Mr. 
Holwell’s laboured endeavours through 5 sheets of paper to set my conduct in 
the worst point of light might induce me to retaliate on him the same method 
of reasoning by saying if he had defended Port William to the last extremity, 
not hoisted the Flag of Truce which the Moors might take for a Flag of sur- 
render or one of their own, and not suffered numbers to come under the Trails 
which gave them an opportunity to scale and take the place, or if when the Moors 
entered the place every one had used his endeavours to escape & had not been 
collected together, many might have escaped that suffered, or if you had defended 
the Fort till night you had a much better prospect of making a retreat with 
your numbers to Jungaraul where the Ships lay, then we had from Cossim- 
buzar where the distance was five times more, and our numbers five times less. 

11. Mr. Holwell in the translation he gives of the Machulka he was 
obliged to sign has not only as he terms it varied the words but likewise the 
sense of it, what I signed to was, that in fifteen day’s time the Gentlemen of 
Calcutta should level wliat New Works they had begun, deliver up the Nabob’s 
subjects who had fled for protection there, and that if it could be proved that 
we had falsified the Company’s Dusticks by giving them to those who had no 
right to them we should pay back what the Government had suffered by loss 
of dutys ; this Machulka or Obligation 1 alone signed to and not the Council. 

12. What Arrassdasses were wrote from Calcutta to the Nabob the Gentle- 
men best know, but by what Roydullub the Nabob’s Prime Minister answered 
when I desired- leave to write to Calcutta it appears they never reached him, 
for Roydullub told me if any proposals of accommodation were made first from 
Calcutta I might write as often as I pleased, but till then positively refused me, 
and there is great reason to believe that they had no thoughts of an accom- 
modation when they paid no attention to our Letter from Hughley,. wherein 
Mr. Collet and I wrote that if the Governonr & Council would send a proper 
person to the camp or empower us to act, we flattered ourselves that even then 
the dispute with the Nabob might be finish’d for a sum of Money, to this tho’ 
we never I’ead it, we were informed an answer was -wrote, importing that after 
the disgrace the Company had suffered by the taking of their Factory at Cos- 
.simbuzar and imprisoning their Servants they were resolved not to come to 
any agreement. 

13. The last dying speech of Muhubut Jung or Alliverdi Cawn to his 
Grandson neither he, or I believe any of the Gentlemen of the Factory ever 
heard of, neither have I since from any of the Country People; it seems an imi- 
tation of the speech of Iiewis the XIV to his Grandson, and appears as 
Mr. Collet aptly terms it only a specious fable. That the Nabob never 
intended to drive the English out of his dominions, or proposed demolishing 
the European Fortifications and that his whole end and aim was money 
alpne is I think sufficiently demonstrated by his behaviour to the French 
and Dutch, on his return to Hughly -with his Victorious Army, who were 
in a most defenceless state, and from whom he demanded twenty Lacks 

llS F. D. 




G6 


or Two Millions of Rupees, their Guns, Ammunition, and iho deniolisliing of 
their JB’ortiQcations, hut was at last pacified with’ four liundrcd & fifty tliousnnd 
Rupees from the latter, and three hundred and fifty thousand from the former, 
which is agreeable to the proportion & payment of the two Nations, tlio French 
ever paying less then either the Dutch or Us : that during liis stay at Ilughley 
which was seven or eight days, he miglit liaVo talcon lioth places is certain, 
and that he had no Enemy immediately to proceed against is as undoubted, 
for he did not, nor could not pass his Forces over the great river Ganges into 
the Purnea country till the rains were over, and the waters fallen. Some of 
the most sensible among the French have told me that they represented to the 
Nabob that they could not think of staying in the country or carrying on any 
business with security without Fortifications, and that if the Nabob had 
persisted in his demand, the remedy they then would have had, was to have 
thrown their gates open to him and desired leave to retire with their effects. 
From the natural pacifick disposition of the Dutch there is reason to believe 
they would have acted with equal prudence. 

Idi. Mr. Holwell having delivered in his Letter but a two days before wo 
left Fulta, and our attention having been since taken up in the several measures 
necessary to be pursued for the future safety of Your Honour’s Settlement, 
possibly I may have omitted on any particulars which may in future occur 
and oblige mo to trouble you with another address. 

16. I am sensible of the great advantage Mr. Holwell must gain in quitting 
India at this critical juncture and returning to Europe by the opportunity he 
will have of pleading his cause personally before you, but I flatter myself no 
determination will be made to my prejudice from any allegations of his, 
without hearing my defence, when I hope I shall be able to obviate any objec- 
tions made to my conduct. 

I am 

with the Greatest Respect, 

Caxoutta, Mat it PLisasE Youn Honotjks, 

Janmry^ the 30% 1757.. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

W“ WATi’S. 


TRIPLICATE. 

To— The Honourable the Court o£ Directors for Affairs of the Hon’blc the United 
Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Mat it Please Youe Honoxies, — 

1. Triplicate of our Letter from Fulta under date 16th September we now 
inclose in this Packet, You will therein see the misfortunes which have be- 
fallen your Settlement of Fort William and its Subordinates, the miserys and 
hardships we underwent by remmning in the River so many months confined 
to a few Ships and Vessels, and the steps we pursued to obtain a Re-establish- 
ment in these Provinces with restitution of the heavy losses your Honours and 
the private Inhabitants of Calcutta have suffered. In that Letter we promised 
you the particulars of -the Siege when we next addressed you, but upon second 
consideration we find it impracticable to form a Narrative that will be assented 
to by all the Members of the Board who were concern’d in these transactions. 
We must therefore heg leave to refer your Honours to the several addresses 
those Gentlemen have separately made you thro’ the channel of this Board ; 
They are transmitted in this Packet and to your candour we submit our con- 
duct, without any further comment. 

2. We have already apprized Your Honours of the distress of your Servants, 
.and the Inhabitants of Calcutta which made it necessary for us to allow them 
a subsistance at your eXpence. In this allowance we have been as frugal as 
possible, and we flatter ourselves the extra charges incurred by this means 
will not be esteemed unreasonable. Should we be fortunate enough to succeed 
in our operations against the Subah, (which we have not the least doubt of) 
jwe shall take care to see you reimbursed the amount of that expence. 
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3. By the face of our Proceedings while at Pulta, Tour Honours will 
observe, we took the Ships 'Doddaly^ Fort William, Speedwell, and Lively, and 
Nancy Grabs into your service on the most reasonable terms we could ; this we 
were necessitated to do for the accommodation of the Inhabitants and Military, 
the security of your EEPects from any attempts of the Moors, and to lade the 
Stores we pnrchased for the use of the kUlitary, «&c. We found it necessary 
likewise to freight the Success Galley for an Hospital Ship, numbers of our 
Military being sick, and the unwholesome damps of the ground at Pultah 
rendering it dangerous to send them ashore. 

4. The Board having judged it expedient to appoint a Secret Committee 
for receiving all Intelligence relating to the Nabob’s motions and concerting 
measures for our re-establishment, a, copy of their transactions is likewise 
forwarded by this conveyance for your perusal. 

6. The Select Committee appointed in your Commands of the 11*'* Peb^ 
1756 will advise of whatever may be relative to the trust reposed in them. 
The number of Members in that Committee has been increased by the addition 
of the Major and Mr. Holwell which was moved for by our President in our 
Consultation of the ld“* Dee*, to which day’s Proceedings and that of the 20*'* 
we beg leave to refer Tour Honours for our several opinions. 

6. That Committee will inform you what efforts have been made by 
your Servants at Port S* George for the recovery of Port William and the re- 
establishment of the Hon’ble Company in these Provinces. We can only 
acquaint Tour Honours that in consequence of what M* Pigot and his CouncU 
wrote us by the King's Fisher Sloop of War, We ordered all our Pilot Sloops 
to wait the arrival of the Squadron in the Boad, and deputed Mess" Watts 
and Becher to give the Admiral as full an account of the state of the Country 
at that time as our Intelligence enabled us to do. 

7. Admiral Watson arrived at Pulta on the 14*** Dec* with the Tiger, Man. 
of War, he was soon after joined by the Salisbury acA. Bridgwater. Upon these 
Ships and the Walpole, with two Country Vessels freighted as Transports, 
Colonel Olive arrived from Port S* George with part of the feoops sent under his 
Command, and after refreshing the Military and Seamen, the Squadron moved 
up the River on the 28*** Dec^ Two days after Buz Budgea (a place of great 
strength) was attacked by the Admiral’s Ships and about eight in the even- 
ing carried by assaults. Prom thence Mr. Watson proceeded towards Tannah, 
and having dismounted their Guns both there and at a Battery erected opposite 
to it, he brought his Squadron before Port William on the 2**^ January and 
retook the place in less than two hours. 

8. The next day we waited upon Mr. Watson in the Port, who delivered 
over that, the Guns and Military Stores, the Town and Effects found therein to 
us as Tour Honour’s Representatives on behalf of the respective Proprietors. 
We are now making the Port as defensible as our time will admit of, to prevent 
a second capture should the Nabob attack it again. To do this it is imme- 
diately necessary to level several of the Houses near the Port, .they have been 
pointed out by Colonel Olive and Mr. Barker, and valued by Mess*' ^ Becher, 
Colonel Raitt and Beaumont. This expence will not be very considerable, 
and is a charge which cannot be avoided. 

9. Sensible of the importance it must be of to your affairs to be early 
informed of our re-possession, we applied to Admir^ Watson before he, left 
Pulta for the King's Fisher Sloop of War to carry that intelligence to Europe, 
but as he could not spare that Vessel for the reasons assigned in his answer 
entered after our Consultation of the Dec*, we determined to forward these 
advices by the Syren Sloop, and have given the Command of her to Mr. Jones 
at the .recommendation of Admiral Watson. 

10. As we esteemed it necessary to publish the reasons of our. bringing so 
large a Porce into these Provinces before we attempted^ any further acts of 
hostility, we have exhibited a manifesto of our injuries and complaints, 
with a Declaration of War against the Subah of these Provinces till ample 
restitution be made for the publick and private losses, and sati^action given 
for the charges incurred by his violent proceedings. Copira of mat manifesto 
-were sent to the Prench and Dutch to prevent any suspicion that we might 
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intend their hurt or prejudice. Enclos’d in this Packet we send a Copy likewise 
for your perusal. 

11. We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honours, that wo Imd the 
good fortune to find a largo quantity of Export Goods in yonr Cottnh, wliich 
wo are now embnling, and hope to send the DeUnoar away almost fully laden, 
by the 10“* of next Month. Particulars of what Stores, &c., has been found 
will he transmitted by the Delatoar. 

12. Some private property has likewise been found in tho place, and 
Notice has been given for all persons who have claims to any Effects left in 
the Fort or Town to send in their demands to the Sub Accomptant who has our 
orders to deliver it upon a receipt being given by the claimant to bo responsi* 
ble for tlie said Ettects or their amount, in ease it should be contested and 
awarded to another. 

13. The inconveniences we experienced at tho Siege of Calcutta from the 
prodigious numbers of Portugecso women who were admitted for security 
into the Fort, the very little or no service which that race of j)coplo arc of to 
the Settlement, added to the prospect we had of a 'War with France (in which 
case wo had reason to suppose they would refuse to take up arms against an 
Enemy of their own religion) (shou’d we bo attacked) induced us upon our 
return to interdict the publick exorcise of tho Roman Catholick Religion, and 
to forbid the residence of their Priests in our bounds. 

14. Our Chaplains having both demised Mr. Gerwas Pcllamy in the Illack 
Hole and Mr. Rob*- Maplctoft of a fever, at Fulta, wo have appointed the 
Reverend Mr. Oobbe our Chaplain till your pleasure is known, with tho usual 
Salary and Allowances annex’d to that benefice. Ho was Cha])lain to tho Kent, 
which Station he has quitted to serve your Honours, and ho appears to us very 
worthy of your favour. 

15. We were under a necessity during our stay at Fulta to dispose of the 
Bullion to Mr. Bisdoin, sent us by the President & Council of Fort S‘ George, 
at a low rate to procure rupees, for our current oxpences ; but we can assure 
your Honours wo used our utmost endeavours to obtain a higher price which 
the unsettled face of things made impracticable. 

16. Most of the Military and Artillery Ofiicors upon our Establishment 
being dead, several Promotions were made by us, for the particulars of which 
we beg leave to refer your Honours to our Consultations, wherein you wdll 
observe Mr. Dugald Campbell had a Captain’s Commission granted’ him, in 
consequence of your recommenda tion of that Gcntlomcn. He was since un- 
fortunately killed at the taking of Buj Budgea, We have given the Com- 
pany vacant by his death to J ohn Fraiser Esq”- 

17. The Ships freighted for your Service were all ordered to be unloaded > 
and will be discharged as soon as that is finished. 

18. The Gentlemen at Bombay have indented for 500 Tonns of Salt Petre, 
and the Governour and Council of Fort S** George have wrote for the Walpole 
and Marlbro' to be returned from hence with as large a quantity of that 
article as we can procure, to do this and for our current expences they have 
made us a consignment of only 88,000 Rupees out of the remittance they 
have received this Season for the use of our Presidency. This Proceeding of 
your Servants upon the Choromandel Coast will render it difficult for us to 
comply with the above mentioned indents. We shall endeavour nevertheless to 
purchase as much Salt Petre as we can, by giving Interest Notes for the 
amount, and . have wrote in the most pressing manner to Mr. Pigot and his 
Council for a speedy supply of money, without which it will be impossible 
either to attempt the provision of an Investment the ensuing Season or even 
to defray the necessary charges of our Military Servant’s Wages «&c. We must 
take the liberty to represent to your Honours how prejudicial this deficiency 
in the consignments from Madrass may prove to your affairs in these Provinces 
at this time, it being impossible (we are afraid) to borrow money at interest, 
and as impossible to carry on the Works necessary for our defence and the 
Operations in the Field against the Subah, without money, besides w'hich we 
may lose many favom*able opportunities of purchasing Goods proper for your 
.use, by the want of ready Cash to pay for them, all which inconveniences the 
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Gentlemen upon tliat Coast must Lave been aware of, and tbeir conduct there- 
fore the more inexcusable. 

19. TFe shall now rejjly to such parts of your Honour’s General Letter 
this season, as we have it in our power to answer in oui* present Situation, 
many parts of which we are obliged to leave unanswered from the loss of all 
our Papers, Books, Consultations and Accompts. 

20. We shall pay a due regard to the orders contained in the 14“" Para- 
graph of your Letter TFaljyole, and protest against such Commanders as may 
loiter or delay the time after receiving our first dispatches. 

21. The Accomptant has been directed to state and Accompt Current 
between the Company and every Europe Ship agreeable to your directions, 
which shall he transmitted in the Packetts of the respective Ships. 

22. The President and Council at Madrass have landed all the Copper and 
Woollen Geods designed for this Place, should a favourable turn of affairs 
open any prospect of selling those articles, we shall desire them to forward 
hither such a proportion as wo judge can be disposed of, and in that case we 
shall observe your directions, for causing the several sorts of Copper to be put 
up to sale distinctly. 

23. The house and ground your Honours mention to have been bought 
by Colonel Scott, was purchased at his death by Cap*- John Buchanan, of whom 
we bought the Mills for making Powder for the sum of 4,000 Rupees, and 
took the provision of that article into our own hands on your account, allow- 
ing Cap*- Buchanan a gratuity to supervise and give the necessary orders for 
incorporating and working the ingredients agreeable to the Rules received last 
Season, by which measure -we should not only have been supplied with better 
Gun Powder than we could purchase of any persons who made it for sale, but 
found it likewise turn out considerably cheaper ; which method we shall always 
adopt for the future. 

24. Tour Honours having required our reasons very explicitly for the 
difference of our opinion touching Govindram Metre’s purchase of the Parms, 
while he held the Office of Black Zemindar, we shall endeavour to explain the 
seeming contradiction of our Resolution in Council the 30“* Jan. and the remark 
we made in our Letter of the 3*^ of Peb'^ following. Metre having been ordered 
to lay a statement of the profits he had made on the Farms he purehased 
during his being in your service, the majority of the Board were of opinion, 
he ought to refund the amount of such profits, not because those Farms were . 
purchased in a clandestine manner, the contrary of which was evident, but 
because you had peremptorily ordered it, and therefore directed him to repay 
the sum of B4785-11-3, but at the same time we thought it incumbent on us 
to do him the justice to acquaint your. Honours that ” we could see no reason 
to think he purchased those Farms in a fraudulent manner. This we can 
assure you to be truth, and you w'ill observe in our Proceedings of the 30* Jan. ' 
that it is only aaid, Metre should he accountable for the profits he has made on 
the Farms bj'^ him held, but not by him held in a clandestine and fraudulent 
manner. flatter ourselves this explanation will prove satisfactory, and as 
your Honours seem to acquit him of paying that money, if w'e do not think 
him guilty of acting fraudulently in the purchase, we shall not demand it of 
him any more. 

25. Major James Killpatrick has received your Honour’s Commission and 
desires to return his humble thanks for the favour you have shewn him. As 
he has desired to receive his Pay of 15 S. day instead of the salary you have 
appointed him of 250B ‘^9- ann ; we have consented to that alteration of your 
directions. 

26. We have directed the Collector of Consulage to advertise your Orders 
relating to the Shipping off Goods for Exportation, and the Import duty to be 
levied in future on Goods which have not paid any Customs at your other Set- 
tlements in India, to take place from the 1** of May next. We have indulge the 
Colony with a dispensation of all kinds of Duty (the Export Duty on Grain 
excepted) and provisions, &o,, till the last of December next ensninsr from a 
consideration of the distress which the Inhabitants labour under at present, 
which we hope your Honours will approve of. 

112 F. D. ■ 
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27. Oil!’ Books and Papers being lost we are to request you will transmit 
us a Set of Standing Orders for our future conduct. Copy of our Treasury and 
Gasb Aco*“ and Acc* sales to the dispatch of the Denham with the General 
Books hallanced to April 1766... 

28. It will be proper likewise to send us an exemplification of the Charter, 
Instructions for the Mayors Court and Courts of Oyer and Terminer ; Commis- 
sion for holding Courts of Admiralty for the Tryal of Piraciss, and Powers td 
appoint Judge Advocates to general Courts Martial. 

29. As we are not yet able to certify the state of our markets, we cannot 
pretend to make any Indents for Woollen Goods, Copper &o. All we can say 
upon that subiect is to request you will not overload us with Imports till we 
advise you of there being purchasers. The Acc‘“ remains of the J. W. H® 
Stone Go-down and Military Stores will be forwarded by the Delawar. 

30. The inconvenience and little utility of having any part of our Military 
force detach’d at Subordinates has been so much felt and experience’d by us 
in our late misfortunes, that we take upon us to recommend to your Honours 
never to maintain a Garrison up the Country, or have any numerous Pactory’s 
or Buildings which may require a largo expence of repairs ; should we find it' 
necessary to have some Europeans at Cossimbuzar, Dacca or other Aurungs, 
a few of the Servants at each will answer the end as well and put the Company 
to little or ho charge either in Durbar Presents or otherwise. 

31. We have determined to defer filling up the vacancies in Council, 
while we have no Members absent at Subordinates, unless the Board should 
by Casualties or otherwise be reduced to less thau nine ; the number which was 
usually on the spot, when we had Factories in the Country. 

32. Enclos’d is a List of the Covenanted Servants upon our Establish- 
ment, which compared with the List sent you last Season, will mark out those 
who are dead, most of whom were killed at the taking of Port William ; Mess” 
Hyndham, Lyndsay, and Vasmer, died at Pulta of fevers. 

33. A copy of the Charter having been preserved by one of the Mayor’s 
Court Attorneys, we found it absolutely incumbent on us (in consequence of a 
clause therein) to constitute and declare Bulrumgurry (the only Factory we 
had remaining) to be the seat of our Presidency, which your Honours will 
observe we did on the Oct^ and publish’d the same by our Secretary. Upon 
our return to Port William, we have again removed the seat of our Presidency • 
from Bulramgurry to this place, and have advertised such removal at the Port 
Gates as usual. 

34i. Judging it necessary to put the Black Merchants and Armenians 
under some Regulations in future, we shall take into consideration when we 
have more leisure upon what footing to admit their residence within our 
bounds. 

36. The greatest part of the inhabitants being totally ruined, and unable 
to discharge the whole of their debts by the fatal loss of the settlement, we 
beg leave to recommend their unhappy situation to your consideration, and as 
the calamity has been so general and destructive, and their misfortunes owing • 
to no mismanagement of their’s in Trade, but to the pillage and depredations 
of a powerfull and unexpected Enemy, We should esteem it an ineffable 
piece of goodness if your Honours could obtain a Clause to the Statutes of 
Bankruptcy in favour of the unfortunate sufferers at Calcutta, By which 
they should be discharged of all demands, upon giving up and assigning to and 
for the use of their Creditors whatever assets they may now be possess’d of, 
after which to be left at liberty to provide for themselves and families by 
Trade, without being liable to lett or molestation from their former Creditors, 
such a relief in the distresses the Inhabitants in general labour under at 
present would be of universal benefit, and we tliink but fair andr equitable. 

36. The long and dangerous sickness of our Secretary at Pulta, the death 
of the Sub-Secretary, and the impossibility of conducting the business of 
that Office in n regular manner on Board the Ships and Vessels we lived in, 

• nay probably occasion the omis.sion of some Papers being entered after our 
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Proceedings, and other neglects of that kind, vrhich ire hope your Honours 
\rill excuse. 

37. Mr. Holu-ell has delivered in a Letter to the Board address’d to your 
Honours Trhich wo transmit hy this Packet, he begs leave to apologize for any 
errors in the dates ho has mention’d, as he had no vouchers to rectify them, 
and was obliged to depend on his recollection alone. He likewise desires the 
slovenly manner it is transcribed in may he over-look’d, as he had not time to 
get a fairer Copy engross’d for this conveyance. 

38. By this Sloop we have granted the following Bills of Exchange at 
Jg for each Current Eupee, the respective Amounts being first accounted for in 
the Treasury. 

Ono Sett to Mr. John Pye dated the 21*‘ Jan? 1757 pajMhle to Cap‘ David Crichton 
or Order, for Curr‘ Rup’ 933-5*3 or LsP 105. 

One Sett to ]Mr. Peter Amj’att dated Jan. 1767 payable to "Will® Barwell Esq*^ 
or Order for Current Rup* tj88-14 or Lst' 100. 

. One Selt to John Zephanah Holwoll Esq^ dated Jan. 1757 Payable to J. Z. 
Hohvell Esq>' or Order for Curr‘ Rup* 6,222>3 or Lst^ 700. 

Ono Sett to Mens' Le Ueaumc dated 25*'* Jan 1757 payable to Mens' Raphael De le 
Rcaume de Chateawiedon or Order for Curr* Rup* 650 or Lst' 61-17-6, 

Ono Sett to Mr. Stanlalcc Batson dated 26*'* Jan. 1757 payable to Mrs. Margaret 
Batson or Order for Curr* Rup’ 835 or Lst' 40. 

One Sett to Jlr. George Gra}’ dated 26"* Jan. 1767 payable to Mr. Henry Allen or 
Order for Curr* Rup* 24,087-2-3 or Lst' 2,709-2-1. 

One Sett to Mr. George Gray dated 26"* Jan. 1757 payable to Mr. George Gray or 
Order for Curr* Rup’ 9,2l2 or Lst' 1,036. 

Ono Sett to Mr. George Grsiy dated 26*'* Jan. 1757 payable to Mr. George Gray or 
Order for Curr* Rup* 10,222-3-6 or Lst' 1,150. 

Ono Sett to Mr. George Gray dated 26"* Jan. 1757 payable to Mr. George Gray or 
Order for Cur* Rup* 9,777-12-6 or Lst' 1,100. 

One Sett to Mr. George Gray dated 26"* Jan. 1757 payable to Mr. George Gray or 
Order for Curr* Rup’ 11,111-1-9 or Lst' 1,250. 

One Sett to Mr. Peter Duncan dated 25*^ Jan. 1757 payable to Mess'* Jos. and 
Frances Fowkes or Order for Curr* Rup* 9,436 or Lst' 106-2-5. 

One Sett to tress'* Mackett and Peter Amyatt dated 25*'* Jan^ 1757 payable to 
Mrs. Martha Warren or Order for Curr* Rup* 1,810-6-9 or Lst' 203-13-5. 

One Sett to Mess'* Manningham and Frankland and Holmes dated 25"* Jan^ 1757 
payable to S' Will*** Russell Bar* or Order for Curr* Rup* 3,222-15' or Lst' 
362-11-7. 

One Sett to John Zcphan.'ih Holwcll Esq' dated 25*'* January 1757 payable to 
Mess'* Davis Peter Taylor and Charles Whaley or Order for Cnrrt Rup’ 
13,333-5-3 or Lst' 1,500. 

One Sett to D® dated D® pa 3 ’ablo to J. Z, Holwell Esq' or Order for Curr* Rup*. 
4,444-7 or £ sterling 600. 

The whole amount of Bills of Exchange granted by this Sloop is Curr* Rup* 
97,094-10-9 or Lst' 10,925-8. 

89. We are now to acknowledge the receipt of our Commission trans- 
mitted us ^ for which we return our most humble thanks, and 

shall do everything in our power to deserve your Honour’s favor and regard. 

40. Before we close this Letter we heg leave to mention the good inclina- 
tions Mr. Watson has manifested to the interest of our Employers, his bringing 
the Squadron down the Bay notwithstanding he was call’d home, his readiness 
to assist us with His Sldjesty’s Ships in recovering our Settlements, and with his- 
advice when requested by our Select Committee, declaring War against the 
Suhah on His Majesty’s jPart, and the disinterestedness he has shewn in deli- 
vering up the Eort & Town with the Guns, Military Stores, and Effects found 
therein, are all marks of the strongest attachment to the good and welfare of 
the Hoa’ble^Company and deserves a particular notice. 

4'1. Major James Eillpatrick having delivered us a Letter concerning his 
Salary of 250£ which your Honours have ordered should not he paid to the 
Majors in future, we enclose that Letter and heg leave to observe that ms iay 
and other Perquisites are very insuflScient for the manner it is nceessary for 
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hiim to live in ; exclusive of the extraordinary care and charge he must have 
upon him as Major of the Garrison. 

42. Captain Jones has our directions to follow any orders he may receive 
from Oap‘ Richard Kin (after leaving the Pilot) who carries -the Admiral dis- 
patches to Europe. 

43. As Mr. Holwell takes his passage in this Sloop we have committed the 
charge of this Packet to his care. 

We are with the greatest respect. 

May it please Tour Honours, 

Tour faithful! Hb’le Serv*'- 

ROGER DRAKE jun®’ 

JAMES KILLPATRIOK. 

Port William, RICH® BEOHER. 

The SP* Jar? 1757. PAUL RICHARD PEARKES. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 


TRIPLICATE. 

To— The Hon’ble Secret Committee for Affairs o£ the Hon'ble United Comnanv of Mpr^bnnf- 

of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable, — 

I address’d you from Port S* George under date of the ll‘»> October 
& now I have the pleasure to write you from Bengali & congratulate vou on 
your being mre-possessiou of Port WHHam and on the taking «fc demolishino' 
of Hughley. ” » 

The enclos’d Copies of my advices to the Select Committe of Port S‘ 
George, toget^r with the accompanying Journal of Military Transactions & 
Return of the Porces with me, wiU fully inform you of all our Proceeding Z 
well as our present Strength & Situation of Affairs. ^ 

•^r . Gentlemen that what with the terrible mortaHty in 

Ma-^or Killpatnck’s party at Pulta, 240 Europeans absentlon the Cuinberland, & 
not above half the intended number of Seapoys sent me from the Coast the 
Porce with me is vastly short of what I had room to expect, & will not admit 

of my carrying on an offensive War against the Nabob till lam joyned either 
by the Cumberland’s Men or the expected reinforcement from Bombay How 
ever by the Situation of our Camp & some Batteries we have erected I am 
quite in a condition to act defensively against his whole Army. 

• « ““IreadT inavOTytolerablostate of defmoe. The Ditch 

19 anished, & m few days a Slaois wiU bo completed with m Bsolaoade of 
near 160 yards The inclosed Plan wiU inform*^ you what otto wS£“ Tfl be 
added, on the whole I may venture to assure you that in eight or ten dayl it 
Will be out of all danger from the Moors. ^ 

The Gentleman of the Committeo^of Port St George on advice of the War 
with Eranee immediately dmpatehed Letters to me directing my return toth“ 
Ceast as early as possible inth what Troops cou’d be spared, which consideag 
the remfoTOment from Bombay they hoped would be near as manyTl 
brought with me. Further advices from them dated & IP" December mo- 
tion Mom Eiusy shaving set out from Hyderabad the le* Nov- & advanced 
towards the Sea Coast with about 1,000 men, having loft 100 jvith Salabut 
Jung. They conclude his destination IS for Pondicher^, there to join other 
Troops expected from the Islands, & make up a formidable Force for action in 
the Camatick, therefore urging my rcten with as many Troops as possible 
ootn of the Jladrass & Bombay Detachments for that all scheme of action in 
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Bengali must be dropt for tbe present, & our whole Force bent against the 
collected strength of the French on the Coast. 

I have no account myself from the Chief of Vizagapatam, but by Mr. 
Pocock’s Letter to Mr. "Watson & the information of Lieut* Bumbold arrived 
from thence, I understand that Mons" Bussy gave but that he was coming to 
settle the affairs of this Province, but that by the direction of his march he 
seemed to liavc a design on Vizagapatam and the English Settlement in that 
neighbourhood. That when he was within about 6 days march of Vizagapatam 
& heard of the Ciiniherland's arrival there, he detach’d Mens' Law with about 
300 Europeans to Mazulipatam to defend it against any attempts from that 
Ship, as it is supposed, & he himself halted with the rest of his Army consist- 
ing as it is thought of about 4< or 6 hundred Europeans & a very large Black 
Force, both Foot and Horse. The accident therefore of the Cumberland's 
falling in with Vizagapatam, has saved your Northern Settlement for the 
present, which I fear on her coming away must fall a sacrifice to the superi- 
ority of the French Forces in that quarter. 

All circumstances concur to make me wish a speedy accommodation in this 
province both with the Nabob and French, & it is my ardent desire to be able 
to embark for the Coast this month with some of the Troops, but it is hardly 
to be expected that matters will bo sufficiently settled to admit of it. The Ad- 
miral declares he is ready to stay till September if your affairs require it, and 
it will be impossible for me to return without the Squadron. Indeed I am my- 
self so sensible of the consequence which the Trade of this Province is to the 
Company, that I think I ought not on any account to draw off part of the 
Troops, while a fair prospect remains of a speedy and advantageous conclusion 
of affairs either by Force of Arms or a Treaty. Whenever we return I will en- 
deavour to prevail on the Admiral to call at Vizagapatam to know the state 
. of the Coast, & whether our Services will be necessary in that neighbour- 
hood. 

A second offer has been made to the French of a neutrality in the 
Ganges, and without the condilion we formerly insisted upon, their joining us 
against the Nabob ; as yet we have had no answer from them, but I think the 
proposition too advantageous for them to decline, unless indeed .the Gentlemen 
of Chandernagore shou’d not bo vested with Powers to enter into engagements 
of such a nature, which I soniewhat suspect. • 

As-to the Nabob a Treaty is now on foot with him, but I cannot yet J udge 
how sincere he is in his intention towards a Peace. He has wrote to the Ad- 
miral, and I am informed he dispatched a Letter to me, but as yet I have not 
received it; however I have heard from several of his great Men, '& all their 
Letters intimate the Nabob’s desire of an accommodation with the English. 
Nevertheless his Troops advance slowly towards us, & he himself is within 30 
. miles on the other side of the River, & hourly expected to cross it. His force 
consists of 30,000 men. Horse & Foot, if we may trust our Intelligence which 
indeed has all along proved very defective. It is possible his design may be only 
to amuse us with a Treaty for some particular ends, but a few days must bring 
that to light. By the Delaioar, if not by this Conveyance, I shall be able to 
write with more certainty on this subject. Inclosed I send. Translate of a 
Letter I have received from Juggut Seat’s Vakeel who accompany’s the Nabob, 
also copy of my answer .to him, & of a Letter I desir’d him to deliver the Nabob, 
by the tenour of which you will observe I am endeavouring to see if any good 
effects can be reaped from a moderate conduct. 

The Nabob of Prunea was unluckily cut off, & his Country subjected just 
before our arrival here. The only competitor that is now likely to rise against 
Surajah Doulet is the Nabob of Cuttack, who it’s said set out about two months 
ago to bring tlie Morattoes in the Province, and is now expected back : it is not 
improbable the Nabob is under some alarm from that quarter. 

The Gentlemen of the Select Committee here have left the correspondence 
and negotiations with the Nabob to be transacted by the Admiral and me 
jointly. All propositions they make will be attended to, & for my part you 
be assured Gentlemen that, notwithstanding my Independant Command, i snail 
endeavour to maintain a perfect harmony with them, & act throughout if possi- 
lia P. D. • ■ 
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ble with their (participation. They -thought proper some time ago to demand a 
surrender of my Commission as Oommander-in-Ohief, & that I wou’d put myself 
under their orders, which I looked upon myself as obliged to refuse in justice 
to those who had intrusted me with such Powers. However I. represented to 
them what I had often declared at the Council Boai’d, and what indeed the 
whole tenour of my conduct had 'confirmed, that I had no intentions of making 
use of my Independant Powers unless they reduced me to it by necessity, for 
we had but one common interest to pursue, which was that of' the Company, 
and as long as that was kept in view they wou’d always find me ready to follow 
their instructions. • 

It will be unnecessary for me to explain the sorrows of the late unhappy 
loss of Calcutta, or make any observations on the conduct of your Servants 
before or during the troubles. Their own Letters, publick & private, will lay open 
the whole. I shall therefore spare myself the invidious task. 

I request the favour of you Gentleman to consider that I have a large 
Army near me, and am taken up with many Civil as well as Military avocations 
and hope therefore, you’ll excuse me if my advices are not so complete as you 
might expect. You may nevertheless be assured that no one has a warmer 
zeal or a more constant attention for your Service. 

I have the Honor to be with great Respect, 
Honorable, 

Camp near Calcutta, Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
Ist Few 1757. ROBERT OLIVE. 


TRIPLICATE, 

To— The Hon’ble Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon’ble United Company of Merchants > 

of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble, — 

1. My last address was by the Syren Sloop dated instant, when I 
acquainted you that my Eorce being far short of what I expected I was 
only in a condition to act on the defensive, that the Nabob was advancing 
towards us, and at the same time had made some overtures for an accommoda- 
tion, and that the Situation of Affairs on the Coast and the pressing Instances 
of the Gentlemen of Port S‘ George for our return, made me earnestly wish 
to conclude a Peace in this Province as speedily as possible. 

On the ins* Letters came in from the Nabob proposing to restore our 
Settlement, & make some reparation for the Effects taken, and desiring proper 
persons to be sent to confer with him on the subject ; at the same time the 
van of his Army appear’d|in sight, and passed along towards Calcutta just with- 
out reach of the Cannon of our Battery to the Eastward. 

3. Coja Patrus an Armenian who brought the Nabob’s Letters assured me 
that the Nabob had by his own mouth promised to wait at a place called Gauge 
where ho then was, till the Conference was over, and I directly wrote him 
testifying my satisfaction at his pacifick intentions, and that two Gentleman 
wou’d be deputed immediately to treaty with him. As it was of great 
consequence to know the Nabob’s real design without loss of time 
I dispatched Mess” Walsh and Scrafton to him in the next morning, who after 
travelling the best part of the way to Gange were informed that the Nabob 
bad passed on to Dum Dumma, on which they followed him, & running through 
the rear of his Army came up with him in the town of Calcutta itself. On their 
admittance to the Nabob they represented that as they expected to have met 
him at Gange in a favourable disposition towards a Peace with the English, they 
could not but be grcady surprized in finding him entered in an hostile manner 
into their very City, and that unless he would manifest some desire of a Peace 
by withdrawing his Troops from the neighbourhood of Calcutta, they could not 
enter upon the business they came about. The Nabob refused to comply with 



‘ tlieir proposition, & treating tliem with no small liailglitiness they took their 
leave & returned to me late in the evening. 

4. As I now plainly perceived he only meant to amuse us, & that the little 
opposition he had received served rather to state his hopes than incline him to 
moderate measures, I determined to attack him the nest morning before day 
break, while two-thirds of his Army were still encamped without the Morattos 
Ditch, for when they had once passed and got into the streets of the town, it 
would be too late to attempt it. Another pressing reason for the immediate ex- 
ecution of this enterpi’ize, notwithstanding the smallness of my Force, was the 
sudden distress we found ourselves in upon the approach of the Nabob’s Army, 
by a general desertion of our workmen, coolies & servants, the breaking up of 
our markets and no provisions to he had hut what was supplied from the Fort 
by water, in which condition we could not have continued long, hut must have 
retreated into the Fort wit!\ disgrace. I therefore desired Admiral Watson to 
assist me with five or six hundred Seamen, principally for drawing the Artillery 
& carrying Ammunition, which he readily complied, with, and about 3 in the 
morning I marched out with nearly my whole Force, leaving only a few 
Europeans witli 200 Now raised Bucksarees to guard our Camp. About 6 we 
entered the Enemies’ Camp in a thick Fog& crossed it in about two hours with 
considerable execution. Had the Fog cleared up as it usually does about 8 O’clock 
when we were entire Master of the Camps without the Ditch, the action must 
have been decisive ; instead of which it thickened and occasioned our mistaking 
the way. 1 avoid troubling you with the particulars of this undertaking as they 
are fully set down in my Journal of Military Occurrences. 

5. The next day being the 6*’' the Nabob decamped and removed to Dum 
Dumma, & the Armenians was again sent to me with a Letter from Rungeet 
Roy desiring if we meant Peace to transmit our proposals to the Nabob who 
was inclined to comply with them. Accordingly the Select Committee was con- 
sulted & the Articles agreed on and forwarded, hut the Nabob proposing to sign 
them in an evasive manner, a second Copy was sent to him to execute in positive 
terms, which he did, at least what were deem’d tantamount, and immediately 
set forward to Muxadavad with all his Forces. 

N , 

6. Just at this time he had received ad\ice that the Afghans had defeated 
the Mogul, & their Leader had seized the Government assuming the title of 
Ahmud Shaw Shahawn Shah ; orders were immediately issued for coins for this 
province to he struck in the name of the new Emperor, & the Nabob it is sup- 
posed is hurrying to his Frontiers to make an alliance with his neighbor the 
Nabob of Lucknapore, sometimes called Owd, for their mutual Support in the 
present disturb’d state of the Empire. 

7. I have little to observe on the terms obtained from the Nabob except 
that they are both honorable & advantageous for the Company. The Grants of 
a Mint & the Tillages hitherto detained from us are very considerable, and the 
abolishing the Duties lately exacted by the Chowkies, as well as confirming the 
free transportation of Goods without Customs of any kind, & the rest of the 
Priviledges of the Royal Phirmaund are no small points gained. 

8. The Nabob caused inventories to he taken of the Goods found at the 
out Settlement & Auruugs, and they are to be deliverd np accordingly. He 
intimated privately his intentions of paying three Lack of Rupees in consi- 
deration of the Company’s other Losses, as to ample restitution for what was 
plunder’d by his Army at Calcutta, it could not well he expected of him as he 
says himself in one of his Letters. 

9. The jealousies instilled into him by the French Agents made it neces- 
sary for us to conclude the Treaty with him out of hand, as well to convince him 
of our moderate views, which he’ seem’d to doubt, as to prevent his union with 
the French which was then strongly pushed on. As he must now he convinced oi 
the consequence we are of to his alfairs and of his advantage & security in a 
firm & close alliance with us, we may hope the Treaty will he complied with to 
our satisfaction, and that he will not he averse even to granting any further 
reasonable priviledges that may he required of him in future by the Gentle- 
men here. 



76 


10 . Mr. Watts set out the Vl*^ to attend the Nabob’s Durbar & press him 
to the speedy execution of the several points of the Treaty on his part, and some 
Gentlemen are likewise gone to the different subordinates to receive the effects 
to be delivered over to them. 

11 . The Drench having given no answer to the offers of a Neutrality we made 
them, we were in hopes to have prevailed on the Nabob to suffer us to attack 
Chandernagore, since he had solemnly declared in his Letters that he would 
esteem our enemies as his and assist us with Forces against them .whenever we 
required it. Eungeet Roy was first discoursed with on the subject upon his 
arrival with presents from the Nabob on the conclusion of his Treaty, blit I 
have reason to think we met with no advocate in him in regard to this point. 
Omichund accompanyed him back to the Durbar, & had particular instructions 
to sound the Nabob on the subject. He returned with a Letter from the 
Nabob in which he desired us to fmmish him with 26 Artillery Men, and refer’d 
us to Omichund for some particulars he had ordered him to impart ; which 
were that he had been inform’d that Mons"^ Bussy with large Army was 
coming & that some Drench Men of War were likewise expected, & that he desired 
we would prevent the Drench from entering his kingdom by Land or Water. 
As this was construed in some measure a permission for attacking the Drench 
in Chandernagore, a proper answer was wrote to the Nabob, & Mr. Watts accom- 
panyed by Omichund was sent to urge the point. The next Day being the IS*** 
the Army crossed the river & encamped opposite to Barnagul & this day I 
intended to have began my march towards Chandernagore, the large Ship’s were 
to have followed the 26 **^ before which it would be dangerous for them to 
move oii account of the irregular & rap’d* tides. We were in expectation of 
receiving very soon further encouragement from Mr. Watts for attempting the 
enterprize, but yesterday arrived Letters from the Nabob absolutely for bid- 
ing hostilities against the Drench and declaring that he shou’d consider- all 
attempts against them as a violation of the Treaty, & that he would assist 
them in such case with his utmost Dorce. At the same time came in a 
request from the Gov’' & 0® of Chandernagore for a neutrality within the 
Ganges, which the Select Committee taking into consideration thought it 
•advisealDle to accede to rather than risque a rupture with the Nabob. Ac- 
cordingly an answer was returned them that if they were duly impowered to, 
conclude such an act,' & could get it guaranteed by the Nabob we would come 
into it on our part. I wrote at the same time to the Nabob acquainting hiTn of 
our submission to his orders, but that if by this means the Drench should here- 
after be in such a state as to disturb his Country he must lay the blame on 
himself. 

12 . All operations therefore are now over, & I may hope in few days to 
take my passage for the Coast with the satisfaction of having left your affairs 
w'ell re-established and a general tranquility in the province. My joy will be 
complete if I am so happy as to find my conduct throughout has been such as 
to merit your approbation. 

13. Since I had the honour to address you last I have had no further 
advices from Dort S‘ George, nor has the Oimiberland appeared, nor any of 
the Troops we expected from Bombay ; I can therefore return with very few 
men to the Coast. The importance of this colony is such that I cannot con- 
clude better than by rgcommending to your Honours in the strongest manner 
to send but as large a' Military Dorcc as you conveniently can for its protection. 

I am with the greatest Res.pect, 

Hon’ble, * 

Tour most Ob'’’ & most hb’le ServV 

Camp opposite to Bauxgijl, 11. CLIVE. 

S2nd Fehriuiry 1757. 



DUPLICATE. 


To the Hou'ble the Coavt of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. • 

Max it please xotjb Honoes, — 

1. .Duplicate oE our Letter "ilp' Syren is enclosed in tliis Packet. 

2. Immediately after her dispatch u’e were alarmed with the approach 
of the Naliob’s Army, part of which had penetrated into the outskirts of our 
Town. This obliged us to shut ourselves up in the Port and provide for a 
Siege. We appointed Mess” Sumner & Leycester, Commissaries of Provisions & 
order’d them to lay in a large Stock of all kinds. The confusion we were 
thrown into by this unexpected entrance of the Enemy, & the want of Cooleys 
Packers have retarded the despatch of this Ship ( Delatcar) so long. She 
is now laden, & wc flatter ourselves will arrive in good time with your 
Honours. 

3. On the 14th Instant tho Select Committee laid before us Articles of a 
Treaty of Peace they had concluded with the Subah the lO*", and translate of 
the Agreement they bad executed on behalf of the English. Copies of both are 
enclosed for your observation. Wc beg leave to congratulate your Honours on 
this speedy and happy conclusion of our disturbances upon terms so extreme- 
ly advantageous to the Company. 

4. The appointments we have made of Servants to go up to our subordi- 
nates and receive your Factories, Goods, Effects, Monies &®, you will observe upon 
the face of our Consultation of the 14*'' Ins*. But as yet we have not established 
those Subordinates, which we purpose to take into consideration when we begin 
the ensuing year’s investment. We have given the instructions to get the Goods 
they shall receive at the respective Factories in readiness as soon as possible, & 
send them down to^Oalcutta, intending to return the Marlbro’ home fully laden 
from hence in September. 

D. This being a proper opportunity to clear tho town of the number . of 
trees with which it is at present choak’d up, we .have given orders for cutting 
them down. 

6. The Factory House, Company’s House and all the apartments for the 
Senior & Junior Servants being entirely destroy’d by the Moors, & there being 
no probability that the Nabob will consent to a restitution of private losses, we 
have taken the distressed situation of your servants into consideration, as the 
articles of provision?, nece.ssaries &c, are grown dearer than formerly, & we have 
agreed to make them the following monthly allowances till your pleasure is 
Imown. 


The President 


300 Ks. P. Mm. 


Each Member of Conocil . - ,100 

Senior & Junior Merchants . . 70 

Factors Ss Writers .... 4-0 

over & above their usual monthly allowances, which we hope will not be es- 
teem’d unrcsonable, as the advantages accruing to the Company from the Treaty 
now concluded are infinitely more than sufficient to compensate for their loss 
& charges, & will admit of relieving private inhabitants without prejudice to 
themselves. 


7. We have resolved to send the Schooner to the Gulph of Persia 

with duplicates of these advices to be forwarded via Alleppo, beit^ sensible the 
receipt of them will be of great consequence to your Honours’ Affau’s. • 

8. Tho President has with great Difficulty procured eight hundr^ bags 

of Salt Petre at Chinch ura which we have agreed to purchase tho buti^irerent, 
as we esteem it material to send as much of that article as we can to Europe m 
consequence of your orders. We shall lade it on the Walpole, ^ ^ ^ 

sign returnnig to Port St. George to be filled 'up & finally dispatched from thence 
to Europe. 

■ lia.P. D. 
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9. As soon as things are settled we shall appoint a regular Committee of 

Accompts & take .the Marine under consideration which \ve have not been 
able to attempt during the .late troubles. . ' 

10. Enclos’d wd send your Honours an Indent of Military Stores ; Indents 
for the Import Warehouse & for Naval Stores we are not able to make & must 
in a few words request the usual quantities of Copper, Lead, Iron & Steel may 
be sent us with Naval Stores of all kinds. 

11. ‘ In this packet are transmitted the Acc‘ of your Cash receiv’d and dis- 
bursed at Eulta with the Agent Victualler’s Aceo‘'. to November inclusive; if 
they should appear irregular or immethodical, we must hopo to bo excus’d, as 
our situation at that place rendered it impracticable to be so exact as we could 
wish. But your Honours may rest assured wo shall not be wanting inexact- 
ness for the future, & shall he extremely cautious of disbursing your Treasures 
without an absolute necessity. The good effects of our .care in that particular 
we hope your Honours will be soon convinced of when your observe the reduc- 
tion of Charges at our several Subordinates which were so extravagantly high 
before. 

12. The Establishment of a Mint being consented to by the Nabob, we 
have to request your Honours will send us out an Essay Master with other 
Persons & Materials for the better managing of that branch of business. 

13. By this Ship we have granted the following Setts of Bills “of Exchange 
at two shillings & three pence Curr‘ Rupee, the respective Amounts of 
each being first accounted for in the Treasury : — 

One Sett to Eicliard Beelier Esq^ payable to Mess” Ncttleton & Raibes for CR» 725- 
11-9 or Ls‘ 81-12-11. 

One Sett to Mr. John Cooke payable to Mr. Natbanicl Jacobs for CR’ 20‘l-7>3 or' 
Ls‘ 23. 

One Sett to D“ payable to Mr. Thomas Goodwin for CR* 177-12-fi or*Ls‘ 20'. * 

One Sett to Mr. George Gray, p.ayable to Mr. Henry Allen for CR* 11898-10 or 

• La* 1838-1 1-11. 

One Sett to D° payble ixt Mr. Thomas Mylne for CR* 1722C or Ls* 1937-18-6. 

One Sett to Mr. Richard Court payable to William Fraser Esq* for CR* 322-G-G or 
.Ls* 36-5-5. . . • 

One Sett to William Watts Esq* payable to Mr. William Watts for CR’ 1G20 or 

• Ls* 182-5. 

One Sett to Mr.- Robert Baillie payable to Mr. Hugh Bailie for CR* i41-7 or 
Ls*50. 

One Sett to John Young Esq* payable to- John Young Esq*- for CR* 8888-14-3 or' 
Ls* 1000. 

One Sett to D® payable to D®. for CR* 8888-14!-3 or Ls* 1000. 

One Sett to Paul Richard Fearhes Esq* payable to William Fraser Esq* or Mrs. 
Adriana Cecilia Fearkes for CR 184‘8-8-8 or Lt* 151-2-10. 

One Sett to Mr. Harry Verelst, payable to William Fraser Esq* & Mrs. Cecilia Verelst 
■for CR* 556-2 or Ls* 62-11-3. v 

One Sett to Mets*’ Mackett Sumner 8s Doug-lass payable to Richard Eyre Eso*' for 
CR* 3121-2 or Ls* 851-2-6. f ^ . 

One Sett to Mr. Thomas Raitt payable to Mr. Thomas Raitt for CR* 1.156-9 or 
Ls* 180. . 

One Sett to Thomas Boddam Esq* payable to Thomas Boddam Esq* for CR* 6883- 
■ 6-3 or Ls* 6000. 

One Sett to Mr. Peter.Dunoan payable to Messieurs Joseph and Francis Fowke for 
CR> 2666-10-9 or Ls*,S00. 

.One Sett to Mr. John Mackmouth payable to Mr. John Maebmouth Senior for CR* 
1777-12-6 or Ls* 2000. 

One Sett to Mr. William Fullerton payable to Alexander Wyneb Eso* for CR* 8.640 
orLs‘972. ^ 

One Sett to D® payable to Mr. Allen Auld for CR* 540 or Ls* 60-15. 

One Sett to Cap*® George Minchin payable to Mess" Colley and Nixon for CR’ 

, 2666-10-9 or Ls* 300. 

One Sett to Peter Amyatt Esq*, payable te» Mt Ynw Burses fo- CR* 81 1-1-9 or- 
Ls* 85. / s - 


One Sett to Mess” Manningham & Frankland payable to Archibald Stirling Acct 
hliss- Glen for CR* 937-0-9 or Ls* 105-8-4!. 

One Sett to D® payable to Mrs. Eleanor Povrney for CR* 487-4i-8 or Ls* 54i-16.4. 

One Sett to D® payable to' Miss Leonora Boys for CR*. S66-12-3 or Ls* 30-0-2. 

One Sett to D® payable to Mrs. Rebecca Casamayor for CR* 271-18-3 or Ls* 80-11-7. 
■ ‘ One Sett to D® payable to Mrs. Sarah Hawkins for CR* 4il!6-4i.3 or Ls* 50-1-10. 

One Sett to D® payable to Mrs. Mary Honghton for CR* 396-12-3 or Ls* 44-12-8. 

One Sett to jMcss” Manningham & Frankland- payable to Captain Thomas Navine 
for CR* 2771-10-6 or Ls* 311-16-2. 

One Sett to D® payable to John Hipvrood for CR* 356-12-3. or Ls* 4!0-2.8, 

. One Sett to D® payable to Mrs. Judith Whaley Acoo* Miss Judith Cottle for CR? 
3821-15-0 or Ls* 878.14-4-. 

One Sett to D® payable to Jlrs. Ann Burrow for CR* 3446-5-6 or Ls* 887-14-3. 

One Sett to D® payable to John Henry Mertins for CR* 707-9-0 or Ls* 79-12. 

One Sett to D® pa 3 'nblo to Cornelius Goodwin Esq» Acco* Elizabeth Cockle for CR* 
246-5-6 or Ls* 277-6-4. 

One Sett to D® payable to William Campbell for CR* 535-2-0 or Ls* 60-4. 

• One Sett .to D® payable to Stephen Law Esq^ for CR* 787-8-9 or Ls* 88-12. 

One Sett to D® payable to John Gay Acco* Miss Emilia Moore for CR* 3781-10-3 or 
Ls* 425-8-8. 

One Sett to D® p.a 3 ’ablo to Thomas Manningham for CR* 1298-12-0 or Ls* 146-2-2. 

One Sett to William Frankland Esq* payable to Thomas Frankland for CR’ 
1088-8-6 or Ls* 116-16. 

One Sett to Thomas Holmes, pay.ible to Thomas Holmes for CR* 444-7-3 or Ls* SO. 

The whole Amount of Bills of Exchange granted by this Ship is CR* 102269-1-9 or 
Ls* 11505-5-1. 

14. The great utility of Lav*^ Europeans skill’d in the Persian Language, 
we hare been more than ever sensible of during the late transactions with the 
• Country Government. To attain a proper degree of perfection either at Cal- 
cutta or our Subordinates is almost impossible, as it requires a closer attention 
than Gentlemen engaged in other bu^uess can give, besides which the Teachers 
in that tongue arc not Masters of it themselves. For these reasons we beg 
leave to re-commend to your Honours to send by the first Ships bound to 
Bombay after the arrival of these advices, five young Gentleman covenanted 
for our Establishment to reside at Bussorah, and to send annually two others 
upon the same footing that we may not be disappointed by casualties. These 
Gentlemen to study the Persian Tongue & nothing else, to rfse in the Service 
as your oilier Servants dp, receiving such allowance and salary during their 
stay as you may judge fit, and when qualified to be of use to come to Bengall,- 
and. take their standing according ■ to their rpnk in the service; which we 
esteem to be the most efi’cctual method of getting Europeans perfected in the 
true & genuine Persian Speech & Literature, and we dare say will be attended 
with many future advantages to the Company’s Affairs, 

15. The Board having appointed Mr. John Smith, one of- our-pilots. Deputy 
blaster Attendant upon the death of John Afton, and his great care since in 
the charge of His Majesty’s Ship the JTeni and in your Marine, meriting -in 
onr opinion your Honour’s notice, we take the' liberty to recommend him to 
succeed to the office of Master Attendant in case of accident to Captain 
Henry Wedderburn, who is now in that post. Mr. Alexander Scott now Head 
pilot having likewise acquitted himself to the general satisfaction o^f every 
body both in your Honour’s Service and in the care of His Majesty’s Ships 
under his charge, we must likewise recommend him to your notice. 

16. The President desires his humble thanks may he returned your Honours 
for the additional allowance you have been pleased to make him. We have 
agreeable to your Orders taken into consideration what Gratuity should he 
made the Collector of the Customs, we find that ’the Office will be attended 
with great trouble, & require almost the whole attention of the Person who 
is to execute it. We are therefore of opinion that an annual smaryof two 
thousand Rupees ■will be hut a reasonable equivalent for the time & 
which a proper discharge of that post will require. - It will be necessary Iike- 

- wise to have one or two places appointed for the Export and Import of all 
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Goods & Merchandizo with some apartments at or contiguous to those places 
for the Custom Master & liis Assistants to reside at. 

17. Moss” Collet & Sylccs are set out for Cossimhuzav, Messieurs 33pddam 
& Play dell to BailasoVo, Messieurs Sumner & Waller to Dacca, & Mr. Harry 
Smith to Luclcypore, in order to recoivn the charge of those factories & the 
effects seized there by the Nabob’s Officers. This oceassions our Letters, Bills 
of Exchange, & their papers to ho signed by so few of the Board. 

18. 'We have laden on this Ship sundry Goods and Merchandize consign’d 

to your Honours as "ilP' Invoice & Bill of lading enclosed amounting to Cll" — 
The Itcdwood and Salt-Potro being put on Board at Port S‘ George arc left 
unvalued, as we do not know the prices of those Articles. . . 

19. We have likewise laden on her sundry Stores for the use of Your 
Island S‘ Helena, Invoice and Bill of Lading for which we have enclosed to the 
Gentlemen there amounting to Cll" — 

20. Mr. Peter Amyatt, who dispatches this Ship will inform Your Honoiu's 
of what may farther occur from Ingcllic. 

21. W e wish her a safe and speedy passage and are 

With the greatest Respect, 

May it please Your Honours, 

YoHr faithfull humble Servants, 

Port William, ROGER DRAKE, Jtjk*. 

53"* February 1757. JAMES KILLPATRICK, 

RICH" BECHER. . 

• W. PRANKLAND. 

W. MACKETT. 


TRIPLICATE. 

To— Tlie Hon’ble Court of Direotors for Affairs of tho Honorable United Company of 
Morebants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable, — 

I can now congratulate your. Honours upon tho conclusion of a Peace 
with the Nabob of this Province, such a one I hope as will prove both 
honorable and* advantageous to the Company. I have enclosed copy of the 
articles of Agreement to your Secret Committee, which articles are sealed 
& solemnly sworn to by the Nabob and some of his principal Officers. 

I have nothing further to wish then that my conduct throughout the 
whole course of this affair may meet with your Honours’ approbation, and to 
assure your Honors that whenever the necessity of your Affairs call upon me 
to act either in a Civil or Military Station, in any other part of India, I shall 
with equal readiness embrace the opportunity. * ’ 

I enclose your Honors the continuation of our Military Proceedings and a « 
return of all the Porces under my Command remarking all Casualties. 

^ I am with the greatest Respect, - 

Honorable, 

Camp near. Calcutta, Your most Obdt. h’ble Servant, 

\ 23rd Fcby. 1767. ROBERT CLiVe. 
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To — ^The Hon. tlie Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon. United Comr . o£ Merchit o£ 

England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, — 

1. Enclosed we transmit you Duplicate of our address by Mr. Holwell who 
returned to Europe on the Si/ren Sloop which vessel we hope has safely 
imported in England before tbe arrival of these advices. By this Packet we 
send one copy of our Proceedings, Letter, &c., for your perusal. 

2. Since the dispatch of the Syren the Nabob’s Forces approached to the 
outskirts of our town, contrary to a promise he had made the Colonel. Mess” 
Walsh and Scrafton waited on him iu Omichund’s Garden, but being received 
with indilference & giving no satisfactory answers to the proposals they made 
him, the Colonel on the morning of the 6th . Instant beat up his quarters, 
marched thro’ his Camp and kill’d a‘ great number of men. The loss on our 
side was not inconsiderable. We have reason to imagine tho consternation this 
affair occasioned both in tho Nabob and his Army induc’d him to sue for an 
accommodation by the intervention of Eoy Eungeet, Juggerseat’s Vackeel. The 
articles of the Treaty we have concluded with him are forwarded in tho General 
Packet & are such as we flatter ourselves will prove satisfactory, the advanta- 
ges resulting to the Comp^ being more than sufficient to recompense the heavy 
Loss & Charges they have suffered. Whether greater concessions might not have 
been obtained if demanded, we will not pretend to determine. 

3. As some p.articulars were omitted to be apply’d for, we have dis- 
patched Mr. Watts to the Durbar at Muxadavad to endeavour the obtaining them, 
and to explain some Articles which at present seem liable to be open to evasion. 

4 As the French Deputies Avhen in Calcutta bad declin’d the Tender we 
made them of our influence with the Admiral to consent to a Neutrality within 
the Ganges, We thought it incumbent on us, upon the conclusion of the Treaty 
of Peace with the Nabob to recommend the attack of Chandernagore by Sea & 
Land, which we were given to understand could not be disagreeable to the 
Nabob, & accordingly ordered Mr. Watts to touch on that subject at the Dur- 
bar, and obtain if possible his permission to expel that nation out of their 
settlements in Bengali. 

6. For this end the Admiral and Colonel concerted measures to attack 
Chandernagore by sea and Land, and our Troops have crossed the Eiver, but 
yesterday arrived three Letters from tbe Nabob to Admiral Watson, Colonel 
Clive and Major Killipatrick forbidding them to commit hostilities within his 
dominions, to prevent which and procure peace and quiet to his Country he had 
so readily consented to the late Treaty. He at the same time declar’d he should 
esteem an attack of the French settled here to be an open & direct violation of 
the late Treaty, & in that case he must in Honor & Duty to his King assist 
them with his Forces. 

6. Yesterday wo likewise rec’d a letter from the Director &0“ of Chander- 
nagore renewing their proposals for a Neutrality within the Ganges. 

Upon taking this affair under consideration we have thought it advise- 
ablenot to hazard a second rupture with the’ Nabob, as the Company’s Affairs 
are far from being settled here or well situated on the Coast. In consequence ol 
this determination we have directed Mr. Watts to forbear making any men-- 
tion of that subject at the Durbar, & have wrote to the French Directors & C" 
that we have no objection to treat with their Deputies for a solid Neutrality, 
if they are authorized to conclude one, & will apply to the Suba to guarantee 
the said Treaty. 

7. When Mr. Watts went up to Muxadavad we sent with him 16 Artil- 
lery men at the Nabobs particular request. From the purport of his Letters^ to 
the Admiral & Colonel, we have reason to think he is willing not only to live 
in a good understanding with us, but to engage in a Leage offensive and de- 
fensive. It has been likewise hinted to the Colonel, that he would pay the 
charges of maintaining 600 Europeans in Garrison, on condition he should 
be assisted when he was invaded by foreign Enemys or disturb’d by intestine 
troubles. Whether his sineerity herein may be depended on we cannbt 
yet pretend to determine. We must however^ beg leave to observe that a 
strong Garrison in future at this Settlement will be absolutely necessary to 

112 V. D. 



82 


presei’ve our acquisitions by the late Treaty & prevent the encroachments of 
the Government. 

We are ivitli the greatest Kcspect, 
HoN’ujjE Sms, 

Fokt W1LLIA.M, Your most Faithfull & most obedient 

The 22'^ Feh^- 1756, 7. humble Servants, 

EOGEll DEA.KE Jun«* 
EOBEET OLIVE. 

EICE® BEOHEE. 


P. S . — There being some Letters in the Packet under addresses to Holland 
We think it would be proper to examine whether they may not enclose Letters 
for Erance. 


To — The Hon’ble Roger Drake, JnnT , President & Governour &“ Councill. 
Hon’blb Sib & Sirs, — 

Could I have obtained a perusall of Mr. Drake’s Letter of the 24“* January 
before the dispatch of the Europe Ships for the season, it should not have gone 
home without an answer. I often applied for it but never could get it till 
the 17“* Instant, tho* it has been minuted on our Consultations as deUvered in 
the 31“‘ January. I think Mr. Drake should not be so severe in censuring 
people for blaming their fellow Servants & not giving them an opportunity to 
answer, as that is the method he has himself followed on the present occasion. 

I have explained my sentiments so fully on the subject of Kissendass & 
Eojeram’s Brother in my answer to part of Mr. Hoi well’s Letter that I see no 
reason to enlarge, but to observe that Mr. Drakes being absent when Kissendass 
was admitted no way exculpates him, as on his return to Calcutta (by his own 
account three days after his admission) he might have ordered liim to retire. 
As to his assertion that it was as much the duty of the Gentlemen in Councill 
as his to point out any thing that occurred to them for the benefit of the 
Company he is certainly right, but Gent” must be acquainted with the 
motives for actions before they can judge whether they will prove beneficiall 
or otherwise. Others may answer for themselves how far they were acquainted 
with the reasons for admitting Kissendass & insulting the Messenger. I declare 
that tho’ I was, as Mr, Drake says, in Calcutta when Kissendass arrived & some . 
days after, I was a perfect stranger to every transaction in Councill, & indeed 
the Gentlemen concerned in those actions took care to keep the rest of the- 
Councill in the dark about them, for what reason they themselves can best telL 
I left Calcutta the 6‘** of April & arrived at Dacca the 1®‘ May, there I first 
heard of the refusall to receive the' purwannah demanding Kissendass & his 
wealth & turning the messenger out of the bounds, every Gent” then at 
Dacca can vouch for my expressing my disapprobation of those actions as 
imwarrantable & likely to involve the Company’s Affairs ; but as I then looked 
on them as acts of the whole Councill & being unacquainted with the motives, 
I. can’t see I could with any propriety have intermeddled, so that Mr. Drake 
vrill excuse, me if I do not account myself one of his after thinkers, indeed it 
appears to me little thought was requisite. Could it ever be imagined any Prince 
would suffer a sett of Merchants to protect from him any of bis subject 
much less. a man who had enjoyed a considerable post under the Government, 
or would tamely put up with the insult to his messenger. Surely notwith- 
standing Mr, Drake’s representation, the refusing to receive a Letter from 
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the Sul)a oE the province, & turning the Messenger away will he construed an 
insult' by the whole world.^ Mr.'Drahe says I accuse him solely of assum- 
ing an arbitrary authority in the above actions, if my words convey that 
meaning I beg his pardon as it was not any design but to accuse him, 
^Icss" Manningham & Hoi well, of assuming such an authority. Mr. Drake asks 
me whether I have hitherto made an enquiry or from any certain knowledge 
can give the Board intelligence what methods were pursued to hinder the 
Nabob’s approach & to pacify his ungovernable passion, in answer to which I 
am to acquaint Mr. Drake that I have made the best inquiry I possibly could, 
& do think if such measures had been pursued as pointed out in my Letter of 
the 2‘1”* January, it would have prevented the destruction of the place and 
saved the livT?s of those many brave Gentlemen who suffered in it. Mr. Drake 
must excuse me, but I think him, Mess” Manningham & Holwell much more to 
blame in not using proper means to accommodate matters than the other 
members of the Board, as they very well knew, they have given the Nabob 
suflicient Cvausc to bo angry with the English. Had the affair of Kissendass & 
the Messenger been laid before the Board, the Gentlemen would have been 
much better enabled to have formed a judgment what steps would have been 
most probable to have pacified the Nabob, the first certainly ought to have 
been to have acquainted him, Kissendass & his wealth should be immediately 
delivered. Whether any body ever hinted to those Gentlemen that Kissendass’ 
Affair was the first cause of our troubles I can’t say, but this I can venture to 
affirm that even as far ns Dacca, every inhabitant of. the Country I conversed 
with assured mo that was the originall cause, & I own I was greatly surprized 
not to find the least mention of that affair in our Generali Letters, but the Eor- 
tyfications & the capriciousness of the Nabob given as the sole causes of his 
march against Calcutta, for till my arrivall at Fulta in August I never knew 
but that Kissendass’ admission & the dismission of the Messenger were acts 
of the Councill. I can’t admit that there is any contradiction in our General 
Letter to the Company from Dacca of the 12"* July, & my arraignment of Mr. 
Drake’s conduct under date the 20”’ November. Surely there is a great differ- 
ence between refusing to listen to any terms of Accommodation & not using 
projicr means to bring it .about, but tlic meaning of our Letter was that we 
could not credit the report that M' Dr.ako would not listen to any terms of 
accommodation, it appeared inconceivable to us tho’ it was confidently reported 
by the Country people. I must now beg leave to annotate on Mr. Drake’s remarks 
or mine &" Councill’s Letter from Dacca to the presidency of Fort S* George 
dated the IS”* July last, & am sorry to sec Mr. Drake lets passion get so much 
the better of him as to accuse us of a design to prejudice our fellow Servants 
by accusing them without giving them an ojiportunity of answering, & now. 
screening the French account as not thinking it fitt to appear before the 
Board. I assured Mr. Drake some time ago that I never kept a copy of that 
French Account, which is the real truth, &• tho only reason it has not been deli- 
vere f in, but as the Gent" from the Coast have promised to send us copies of ail 
Jjctters they received from hcncc relating to the loss of the place, I hope Mr. 
Drake will soon get a sight of it, but if his impatience is very great, I believe 
he has in his own possession a paper sent him by Mr. Young expressing pretty 
fully tho sentiments of Foreigners on the loss of Calcutta i the Acoo* we sent 
to the Coast corresponds in most parts with that, only to the best of my re- 
membrance that scandalous affair of the Bank of Genoa & Venice was not in 
it. I will allow that I am concerned I ever sent that account to the Coast as 
there are some matcriall errors in it & even what is true is ill naturedly ex- 
pressed, but I positively deny any intention to prejudice my fellow Servants in 
hopes of reaping any advantage from it, I should scorn so base an action & 
liope my gcnerall character in tho world will gain me belief when I decmi^ 
my sole motive for arraigning the conduct of my Superiours has pr^eeded 
from my really thinking them highly culpable, & I firmly believe the Gentle- 
men that signed the Letters with me acted from the same principle. I hope it 
will be considered that at the time wo wwote that letter to the Coast we were 
prisoners in the French Factory at Dacca, and had no opportunity of getting a 
better account. Wo thought it absolutely necessary speedy advice of the loss 

of the place should be sent. Things were represented to us in so bad ^ light 

by the French and all tho Country People that we with concern give credit to 
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what we beard and.accordingly sent tbafc account to the Coast; possibly we bad 
better have waited till we could have got a iriore perfect one, but if we were 
wrong it proceeded from an error in judgment and not from such a base motive 
as Mr. Drake was pleased to attribute it to. The mistakes in the Articles of the 
Perwannab and the riches said to be carried off are acknowledged by me on 
the face of your Consultations & so shall any others Mr. Drake will point out. 
I think that Gentlemian might be convinced I had no design by any under- 
hand doings to hurt his or any man’s. Character, by the minute 1 made the first 
day I took my seat at the Board at Pulta, in which I publickly arraigned his 
and some of the OouncilTs conduct, and had he thought proper to have called 
on me for an explanaition I should then have laid before the Board the Letters 
we had wrote and corrected the errors he could have showed one in them.' 
Why Mr. Drake let such a Minute stand without notice for 3 or 4 months I 
know not, but believe most people would have expected any Gentleman ac- 
cused would have immediately called for reason to prove the assertion. As that 
was not the case I did not think myself obliged to enter my reasons at that 
time, but this I can assure 'Mr. Drake, and every other Gentleman that as cir- 
cumstances have come to my knowledge I have in all my private Letters jus- 
tified his & their characters as far as in my opinion they are justifiable. I beg 
pardon for the trouble I have given the Board. 

I am with respect, 

Calcutta, Hon’ble Sie & Sirs, 

The 22nd March 1757. Your most Ob^‘ H’ble Serv‘ 

RIOH“ BECHER. 


.Triplicate. 

To — The Hon'ble the Secret Committee for AEFairs of the Hon’ble the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the Kast Indies. 

Hon’blb Sirs, — 

1. The transactions in Bengali since the re-taking of Port William 
being of the greatest assistance to your Affairs, We have judged it proper 
to dispatch advices of them vid Bussorah to prevent the conseqnences of a 
disappointment shou’d the Delamar not arrive in time. Enclosed is Copy 
of our address by that Ship with a translate of the Articles of Peace concluded 
with the Subah. 

2. You will observe in our above mentioned Letter we advised of have 
ing wrote the Erench that we had no objection to treat with them for a Neu- 
trality within the Ganges if they were authorized to conclude one. In con- 
sequence of this, the Deputies from the Director & Council at Chander-. 
nagore arrived at Calcutta. The questions we judged it necessary previously 
to ask, with their Answers in writing annex’d are enclosed in this Packet for 
yom* observation. When the whole was near settled, and the Treaty metho- 
dized & engross’d, we transmitted a Copy of our Proceedings herein to Admiral 
Watson, & requested his confirmation of the Neutrality agreeable to the 6"* 
Articles of the Treaty. Copy of his Reply we likewise enclose by which you 
will observe he refused his assent to the Neutrality for reasons set forth in his 
Letter, 

3. We then address’d Mr. Watson a second time, & urged him to confirm 
the Treaty which we esteem'd the most beneficial step that could be taken 
for the Company’s affairs in these Provinces : but if he persisted in refusing 
that confirmation, we then made it our request that he would assist us with 
his Squadron to attack Chandernagore immediately, as our waiting till answers 
arrived from Pondicherry, without concluding any thing decisively, would 
prove very prejudicial to the Company’s Affairs in general, but more particularly 
so on the Coast, where it was absolutely necessary some of the Troops should 
return as soon as possible. Copy of his reply to this request of ours is like- 
wise enclosed in this Packet. 
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4. The next day we received a- Letter from Mr. Watts intimating that he 
believed the Nabob would not interfere in our disputes, with the iPrench if we 
attack’d them. The same Cossides brought Letters to the Admiral and Colonel 
requesting their assistance against a Body of Pytans w'hich he had notice 
were marching to invade his territories. This being esteemed a favourable 
opportunity to obtain his consent for making an attack upon Ohandernagore, 
the question was put in the Committee . whether Admiral Watson should a 
third time be urged* to confirm the Neutrali^ immediately, or that Treaty 
suspended for a time, & another tryal made to get the Nabob’s consent for 
attacking Ohandernagore ? The majority of the Committee were for suspend- 
ing the Neutrality, of which we advised the Admiral, & requested . his assent 
to the Treaty in case the Nabob persevered in his resolution to allow of no 
hostilities between the English and French in his Country. Mr. Becher being of 
a different opinion, his dissent is enter’d at large upon the face of our Pro- 
ceedings. 

6. Colonel Olive immediately after marched up & encamped near Ohan- 
dernagore. On the 12‘’* March we received a Letter from Mr. Watts wherein 
he expressly writes the Nabob had order’d him to inform the Admiral & 
Colonel that if we were, determined to attack Ohandernagore he would not 
intermeddle. At the same time Letters came from the Nabob himself to 
them repeating his request for our assistance, & assuring them that he ‘would • 
not assist the French. These letters, & some other circumstances induced us to 
address the Admiral, giving him our reasons for the alteration of our senti- 
ments in respect of the Neutrality, & desiring the assistance of his squadron to 
reduce Ohandernagore. Copy of this Letter with his answer are likewise 
enclosed. Mr.’ Becher declined signing this address as contrary to his way of 
thinking. 

6. The place was accordingly invested by" the Land Forces, soon after 
which the Squadron moved up- the River, and having surmounted the ob- 
stacles laid in their way by the sinking of some Ships & Vessels in the Channel, 
they began the attack of the Fort early on the 23’® instant, and we have the 
pleasure to advise of it’s being surrender’d to Admiral Watson the same day. 

7. A reinforcement of Seapoys with some Military Stores are arrived from 
Madrass, but they have detained Mr. Brohier till they hear of om* being in a 
state of suflBcient tranquility to carry on the Works he may plan for the 
defence of our Settlement against an European Enemy. 

8. We have the satisfaction .to acquaint you that the Company’s Subordi- 
nates are all deliver’d up, that the Goods & Effects taken in them are 
likewise delivering & that there is a probability of the Company’s being but 
small if any sufferers. 

We are with the greatest Respect, 

Hon'ble Sies, 

f 

‘ . Tour most faitbfull & most Obe'dient 

* humble Servants, 

Fort William, ROGER DRAKE, Jun”* 

The March 1757. - ROBERT OLIVE. 

JAMES KILLPATRIOK. 

RICH® BECHER. 

DHPLIOATE. 

To— the Hon"' Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hoii“® United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable, — 

A Conveyance offering for Bussorah I take the opportunity of forwarding 
Copies of my advices to Fort S* George since I had the honour of * writing 
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to you by the Delaioar under date of 22“^ Tilt". . They will fully acquaint 
you of our success against Chandemagore and of the prosperous situation of 
your affairs in this province. I shall take the opportunity of addressing you 
more fully by His Majesty’s Sloop King Fisher who will sail in few days for 
England. 

I have the honour to. be with the^greatest Eespect^ 

Hokobable, 

Tour.most Obedient and most 
tumble Servant, 

Ca3ip OFE Chandernagore, EGBERT CLIVE. 

31’^ March 1757. 


DUPLICATE. 

• • • , 

To tlie Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. '' 

'May it please Tour Honours, — 

1. Our Letter by the Delaioar gave you a full Account of our transactions 
to that time, enclosed we transmit a Tiipfieate of it, for your observation. Since 
which we wrote you a short Letter by the Walpole, which Ship was dispatched 
from Ingelee on the Ultimo to Port S* George with a small quantity of 
Salt Petre (all that we were able to procure), and some TincaU to be fill’d up, 
and finally dispatch’d from that Presidency to Europe. 

2. "We have acquainted your Honours of .our having sent several of your 
Servants to the different Subordinates to receive the Eactorys, Books, Papers, 
Goods, Moneys which were taken there, and which by the Treaty Were to 
be return’d. By the Copies herewith transmitted of the Letters received from 
the Gentlemen at Cossimbuzar and Dacca, you will observe what progress has 
been made in the delivery of your effects, and the opinion of the Gmitlemen 
at tho'se Places, that your Honours are likely to be little or no sufferers there. 
From Ballasore we learn the same good news ; and hope Mr. "Watts Will be 
able very shortly to procure a full- restitution of what was taken in Fort 
William and our .Aurungs, to facilitate and expedite" which bussiness we have 
"sent him up the Gomastahs that were employed in our Service, the receipts 
given by Manickchund and others for the Goods and Money they took, with 
an Acco* of the Outstanding Balances which were collected by the Nabob, and 
have been regularly accounted for in his Sircarry. We have likewise sent up 
an Acco* of the Export Goods left in our Cottah, what was found there' at the' 
retaking of the Place, and the deficiencies valued at the Company’s Prices of 
the respective sortments; we design likewise to transmit the Accounts of the 
J. W. House, Store Godown, Buxey Connah, drawn out in the same 
manner, with directions to apply for the amount of the deficiencys in each 
oifice. 

3. The Marlbro' was dispatched to Fort S* George a few days a‘'o in 
Ballast, as we could not procure any Salt Petre. We have desired Mr. Pigot 
and his Council to return her to us directly with the consignments of "Woollen 
Goods, Copper &'*“, which they detained out of the Walpole and Chesterfield, as 
we shall have Bales sufficient hy September to lade her compleatly for Europe 
from hence. 

4:. As the provision of a large quantity of Salt Petre for the homeward 
bound Ships of this Season and for the use of your other Presidencies is of the 
utmost consequence, we have applied to the Directore and Council of Hughley 
to contract with us for Sixty Thousand' Maunds (60,000) of that Article ; the 
late calamity making it dangerous to contract with any of our own Merchants. 

J>. The Gentlemen at Dacca having wrote us that their Delols demand the 
same advances of Putlun which was made them before the troubles (and was 
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by them refunded to the Nabob of that place), in order to comply with their 
contracts which they hare renewed, Mr. Watts is order’d to get them Bills 
upon Juggutseat’s House for one Lack of Kupees (100,000) which they are 
directed to appropriate to the use of their Investments, with a caution to make 
as small advances as possible, and to take good security that the Company shall 
be no sufferers. 

6. We have likewise ordered Mr. Watts to procure Bills upon Juggutseat’s 
House for fifty thousand Rupees (50,000) for the use of Lucky pore, at which 
Factory we have station’d Mess” Verelst and Smyth, and have directed them to 
begin their purchases immediately, as we shall be in want of some coarse Goods 
for the fiooring of our September Ship, and are not certain of getting any^ 
Quantity of Gurrahs by that time. 

7. In bur former Letters we omitted to inform your Honours that the 
extraordinary good behaviour of your Junior Servants during the Siege of 
Calcutta, and their great forwardness ‘to lend their assistance for the retaking 
of it, induced us to give several of them Commissions on our Establishment. 
Mr. W“ Ellis was one of them, and has had the misfortune to lose his leg in 
the skirmish of the S*** February, his gallant behaviour both before and upon 
that occasion entitles him to your Honour’s notice, and we beg leave to re- 
commend hini as very worthy of your favour, especially as the unfortunate 
circumstance above mentioned may possibly oblige him to return to Europe. 
Mr. W“ Tooke was wounded at Ohandernagore, and died the 241*** March. 

We are with the greatest Respect, 

Mat it please Toua Honotjes, 

Tour most faithful! and most Ob^‘ Humble Servants, 

RODGER DRAKE, June. 

RICH® BECHEB.. ‘ • 

W. FRANKLAND. 

M. COLLET. 

W. MACKETT. 

AMTATT. 


To the Hon’ble Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon“® United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable, — ' 

I addressed you fully by the Delatoar the 22“* February, and by a Con- 
veyance which offered for Bussorah I wrote a short Letter dated 31'‘ March, 
just to acquaint you with the taking of Chandernagore, and enclose Copies of 
my advices to Fort S‘ George of the 3'^ & 30“* of March, of which fresh Copies 
are now transmitted, as they contain circumstantial accounts of my Proceedings 
to the time they reach. 

2. I continue encamped about a mile to the northward of Chandernagore, 
to which ground I found it necessary to move to put a stop to the disorders 
among the military by the too easy procurance of Arrack in the town, and at 
the same time I intended by this small advance northwards to strike some awe 
into the Nabob and facilitate our bussiness at. the Durbar. 

• '3. Under pretence of being engaged on a hunting party, which lasted some 
days, he was very delatory in answering our demands, both with respect to the 
French Subordinates and the Articles of our Treaty, which remained uncomphed 
■ with-, and what Letters at last came, seemed in great measure triffing and e-rasi-ve ; 
however I have since -wrote to him in very, strong terms, to which I have 


Fout William, 
The April 1757. 
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hitherto recived no answer, but Mr. Watts’ Letters give me liopcs that matters 
will be concluded to your satisfaction ; possibly before this despatch is closed 
I may be able to give you an account of it. 

4 The Nabob in some of bis Letters had' started a difTiculty as to driving 
the 2?rencb out of the province, ou account of the injury it would be to the 
Mogul’s revenues. Upon, which the Select Committee agreed that if the Trench 
Subordinates were delivered up to us, the English Company would annually 
make good to the Cjrcar the loss of Custom on the Trench Trade, so long as 
they should be kept out of the Country. Before tbo Nabob was acquainted with 
this resolution, another difficulty was started about the debts owing by the 
Trench to his Subjects, which I have likewise endeavoured to obviate by an offer 
of half of what may be found at their Subordinates, & have recommended to Mr. 
Watts to compromise tbo matter as well as he could, for I am entirely of opinion 
that the whole property the Trench may at present have, is no u'ays a considera- 
tion for interrupting the great work of rooting them entirely out of Bengal. 
I must take the liberty to refer you to my Book of Country Letters for a more 
particular account of what has passed on these matters. Those from the Nabob 
will in great measure discover how weak & capricious a Prince wc have to deal 
with. The spring of most of his actions seems to bo fear, and the Trench and 
their Agents well knowing his weakness have given no small interruption to 
our business by reports of a Trench squadron & Bussy’s’ Army. 

6. By the Nabob’s delatory conduct I have been prevented from putting 
the Troops into Quarters which I had fully intended to have done by this time, 
to prevent the heavy expenco of Batta and other Charges attending a Camp. 
I proposed to have sent the Bengali & Bombay Troops to Calcutta, who would 
be full as many* as could be accommodated there, and to have kept Iho things 
& Madrass detachment at Ohandernagore. But till wc have finally settled with 
the Nabob it would be highly improper to decamp far; from such a disposition ns 
his we should certainly meet with greater impediment in our business by a 
step of that kind, 

6. A small march to the northward I am persuaded would forward our 
affairs in*the same degree, but I am unwilling to do any thing that looks like 
an infraction of the Peace, unless absolutely necessitated to do it by repeated 
willful delays on his part. 

7. What with the Company’s Servants and' Military w’ithdrawn from 
Dacca & Judgea, Tugitives from hence, and English Deserters, the Trench 
ave able to muster at Oossimbuzar about 150 Europeans and 100 Scapoys, 
it is said they have a design of retiring to Patna, and that they have applied 
to the Nabob for his permission. What his intentions may bo in regard to 
them I cannot yet discern, he has assured mo ho has no thoughts of ontertoining 
them in his Service, but I am nevertheless something suspicious of it. ,Itis 
certain that he keeps their Tactory invested, and that ho has demolish’d- 
some Mud. Works they had begun to raise for it’s defence ; and by a Letter 
received that night from Mr. Watts dated 12‘'‘ Instant, I am advised that 
the»Nabob had promised to send him Mr. Laws, the Trench Chief, the next 
day, to settle the terms of his capitulation with the English. Mr. Watts added 
that from what had passed in a conference between the Nabob and Omichund, 
he hoped every thing would end well, and that he should write me fully the 
next day which Letter I very impatiently expect. 

8. It was agreed in a Council of War that it was proper for many reasons 
to demolish Chandernagore Tortifications, and the Select Committee concurring 
in the same opinion it was determined on ; and I shall take care to see it put 
in execution. 

9. A Bomb having fallen into the Secretary’s Office during the Siege, many 
Books & Papers were burned, and the rest (together with those of the other 
Offices which were contiguous) were carried out-and thrown promiscuously into a 
Warehouse where they still remain locked up, and ready to be delivered to the 
Gentlemen of Calcutta. 

10. I now transmit you an inventory of the Ordnance Military Stores 
taken in Ohandernagore, the greatest part of which will be very necessary for 
your Garrisons of Calcutta and Cossimbuzar. 
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a 1 ^ inclose a List of the Vessels wliich were sunk by the i'rench 

to hmdor the passage of our Ships up the River, or scuttled & mined to the 
northward of the lort. Out df these last the greatest part of the Articles not 
liable to damage by water, such as Cowries. Butter have been saved : hut 
none of the Vessels cou d he got off. You will observe how heavy a loss the 
French have suffered lu their shipping alone, and as they were moky loaded 
with provisions for the Islands, they must undergo some distress there for 
want of them. In short when Chandernagore is considered as the Qranarv of 
tlie Islands and Pondicherry as IMistress of a great trade to Europe, and round 
India as a largo & opulent Colony already, and which seemed to promise to 
increase, the loss of it must he acknowledged a very severe blow to the French 
Company and Nation, 


12. The Governor & Council of Chandernagore with the rest of the 
Gentlemen on Parole having retired to Ohincura, I had certain information 
that they not only harbour’d the French prisoners who escaped from us hut 
furnish’d them with Money, Guides & even Arms for their march to Cossim- 
Inizar. The Padres and other Engines were employed to promote their escape 
and not less than 50 march’d off one night from the Hospital, most of whoni 
Averc dispatched to Cossimhuzar ; first receiving Money & Guides for that pur- 
pose from the Governour himself. In short as I found it very prejudicial to your 
affairs to let them remain any longer at Ohincura, particularly the Governor & 
Council who began to assemble and act as a body, and by their correspondence 
kept up the spirit of Laivs and his party and intimidated the Nabob with 
reports of Bussy’s army being near, I summoned all the French on Parole to 
repair to Camp, and after acquainting them what unjustifiable practices had 
been carried on by them, I insisted that the Governour and Councill should 
remove to Calcutta, and that the rest should live at Chandernagore, or anywhere 
to the Southward of Ohincura, so that they were immediately under our in- 
spection. The Gentlemen of Council pleaded that they were not prisoners of 
War by the capitulation, and made some difficulty in sm-rendring themselves 
till the Hutch Directore in compliance with our demand ordered them to leave 
his bounds. When they appeared they protended to be ignorant that they had 
given their Parole not to act directly nor indirectly against His Brittannick 
Majesty ' or his Allies, and affected a surprize when I shew’d it them under 
their hands. As for the Capitulation Avhich they lay hold of, it is very certain 
they forfeited all benefit from it by opening their gates and lettino- out 
some Officers and above sixty Europeans, and burning and destroyino* a 
large quantity of valuable goods while the Capitulation was in Treaty, and even 
after it was agreed on and signed to by us. 


13. The last advices from Fort S‘ George were of the 9*** March when all 
was quiet in the Carnatick. Two French Europe Ships the JDzte de Berry and 
Le Siecle arrived at Pondicherry the 3^ February, bringing about 200 Military 
with Ammunition and Warlike Stores and a good deal of Treasure which they 
were in much want of. They gave out that four Europe Ships had stayed behind 
at the Islands on account of the Sickliness of their Crews. 


Ids. By an English Vessel which touch’d at Bandamalanka about the 
middle of March, we have an account that Mons' Bussy had taken some Rajah^s 
Fort in that neighbourhood, but that it had cost him 200 Europeans and many 
Blacks. It is said that among the rest Mons^ Law was killed. I could wish that 
the Chiefs of the Northern Settlements had taken opportunities of writing me 
Avhat passed relating to Mons» Bussy as I am at a loss what weight to lay upon 
the intelligence I receive from other hands. 

16. With respect to the Rajhaam who have entered Agra and the apprehen- 
sion of their marching this way begins to be renewed, tho’ the Rains Avhich .are 
soon come on must prevent their designs for the present. 

lia F. D. 



90 


10. BcPove I conclude this Lcfclor I shall remark that considering the quiet 
situation of tho Coast, and tlio Service already done and still to do in this pro* 
vince, it is very happy for your affairs that the Troops remained hero. 

I am with tho greatest llespect, 
Honorable, 

Your most Obedient and jVIost humble Servatjt, 


Camp neap CnANEEniTAOoiiE, 
. April 1757. 


} 


ROBERT CLIVE. 


\ . 



O. C. Pres-S Calctitfa— Ko. 112—28*7 y-i— 500. 



AT A COMMITTEE. 

— ‘ I 


PltESENT : 


George Pigot, 
Robert Clive. 
Stringer Lawrence. 
Henry Powney. 


Esq., Governor,. President. 

Robert Orme. 
William Perceval. 
Robert Palk. 


Letter from Roger Drake, Esq., Peter Godfrey, Esq., Jones Roymond, 
Esq., John Voyne, Esq., and Christopher Burrow, Esq., the Secret Committee of 
the East India Company, dated the 13th February 1756, and received per ships 
Walpole and Chesterfield, read — 

By the 3rd paragraph it is observed that this Committee are invested with 
the power of " transacting affairs, and taking such measures as shall best con- 
" duce to the Protection and Preservation of the Company’s Estate, Rights and 
*' Priviledges, and to correspond and act in concert with the Select Committees 
" at Bengali and at Bombay, for the General and particular Protection of the 
" Company’s Trade, Possessions and Rights wherever and whenever they may be 
“ in danger. The powers of the Committee never having been before so fully 
“ explained, it was imagined that they extended only to Negotiations with the 
“ Princes of the Country and Foreign European Nations, and to the Operations 
" of the Troops in the Field. For this reason the Conduct of the Intended Expe- 
“ dition to Bengali has unto this time been had under the Deliberation of the 
“ whole Council,” but it now appears bejmnd doubt that it ought to have fallen 
under the Management of this Committee and that the future Direction of it 
should be referred hither, 


Ordered that the paragraph before mentioned of the Secret Committee’s 
Letter be laid before the President and Council, together with the above Opinion. 

The Council having accordingly met, came to the following Resolution : — 

'* That the Transactions for Re-establishing the Company in their Rights 
” and Priviledges at Bengali do properly fall under the Direction of the Select 
” Committe by virtue of the foregoing paragraph,” That it be therefore referred 
to the said Committee to do therein as they shall think proper, and that they 
be fully informed of the steps that have already been taken. 

The President then acquaints the Committee that the Last Determination 
of the Council concerning this Expedition was that the w’hole squadron should 
proceed with six hundred men Rank and File, and the Detachment of His Majes- 
ty’s Artillery under the Command of Captain Hislop with the Guns, &c., 
thereunto belonging, the whole commanded by Colonel Clive, under the 
General Direction of Commissaries appointed with full powers for the Conduct 
of the Treaties to be made with the Nabob of Bengali, or of the operations 
of the Forces against him, which Commissaries so appointed were Colonel Clive, 
Mr. John Smith and Mr. John Walsh. 

And that a letter conformably to the said Resolutions was wrote to Colonel 
Adlercron but no answer yet received. 

Agreed that the consideration of the other parts of the Secret Committee’s 
Letter be defered to another opportunity. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILLIAM PERCEVAL. 

ROBERT PALK. 



Wednesday, tlie 29tli. September 1766.' 

■ ‘ At A Committee Present ; 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, FresidenL 
Egbert Olive. 

Bjenrt Powey, 

William Perceval. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

Egbert Orme. 

Egbert Pale. 

Charles' Watson, Esq., Eear Admiral of the and George Pococlc, Esq., 
Eear Admiral of the Whiter likewise present at the request of the Committee. 

Discourse being had concerning the intended expedition to Bengal Mr. 
Watson recommends that it be conducted in all respects like that to Gheria. 

It is to be observed in regard to the expedition to Gheria : Pirst, that Mr. 
Watson and Mr. Pocook were joined with Colonel Olive and Mr. Hough in a 
Commission for the conduct of the expedition ; and, secondly, that everything 
taken at Gheria even to . the guns and ammunition was appropriated to the 
benefit of the captors, although the Company was at the whole expence of fitting 
out the armament and also of repairing the damage done to His Majesty’s ships. 

How far the Gentlemen at Bombay were right to consent, to such terms the 
. Committee do not take upon them to determine, but they proceed to offer to 
Mr. Watson’s consideration several reasons why the present intended expedi- 
tion to Bengal ought not to be conducted in the same manner. 

With regard to the first point (the powers to be given Mr. Watson) the 
Committee represent to Mr. Watson that the present expedition to Bengal is 
intended for the re-establishment of the Company’s ancient settlements in 
that province, upon the former or, if possible, a better footing ; that this must 
be done by treaty with the Nabob, and that this treaty which regards only 
the Company’s rights and priviledges can properly be conducted by none but • 
the Company’s representatives at Bengal. The military part of the expedi- 
tion, by the success of which it is hoped the Nabob will be brought to enter 
upon such a treaty, should undoubtedly be conducted by a Council of War 
composed of officers of the sea or land forces, or both, according to the 
nature of the undertaking ; but the civil part such as the making of treaties 
for the re-establishment of the Company’s rights and priviledges, and the 
regulating the affairs of their former settlements, the Committee judge, can 
belong only to the civil servants of the Company. 

Mr. Watson then desired to know plainly what powers he was to be vested 
with, and what services we should request of him to perform upon the present 
expedition ; to which the.Committee answered that the powers he had from His 
Majesty were quite sufficient; and that they should only request of him to per- 
■ form such services as may be recommended to liim by the Company’s representa- 
tives in Bengal. 

With regard to the- second point (the distribution of captures), it is to he 
considerd, that the present expedition to Bengal is fitted out, like that to Gheria, 
at the vast and sole expence of the Company, but with different views ; that to 
Gheria was to root out a robber who had long infested the seas and so to 
give a future security to their trade, and by the capture of his places to 
acquire new possessions to themselves. This to Bengal is intended for the 
recovery of the ancient settlements, rights and priviledges of the East India 
Company which have suddenly been wrested from them, and to reimburse by 
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reprisals, if all other means prove ineffectual, the immense loss they have so 
recently sustained in their own property. The Committee therefore think 
themselves obliged to exert their utmost efforts to secure to the Company the 
immediate possession of their, own settlements that may be retaken, and such 
portion of the reprisals that may be made upon the Moors as His Majesty shall 
be pleased to adjudge to them. Accordingly the Committee now deliver to 
Mr. Watson in writing the representations resolved on last Committee as 
follows : — 

Ist . — As it may be supposed that one or more of the men*of-war will be 
sent before Calcutta, and the Moors driven out by her cannon, it is requested 
of Mr. Watson that he will land Colonel Clive with the Company’s troops or a 
part of them to take possession again of that settlement, and whatever may be 
found within the Company’s limits as usually understood, from Perrin’s Garden 
down to Surman’s Garden, for the sole benefit of the Company ; which request 
it is hoped will be thought reasonable as the Company have suffered an im- 
mense-loss, and are to be at the whole expence of the expedition. 

8nd , — Should it be Judged proper by the Company’s representatives after 
the taking of Calcutta to request the assistance of the squadron to attack 
Hughley or any other Moors’ town, or to make reprisals in the river upon 
Moors’ vessels, it is hoped it will not be thought unreasonable that Commis- 
saries be appointed on both sides to dispose of the prizes that may be so taken, 
their produce to be deposited until it shall be determined by His Majesty 
in what manner it should be distributed. A gratuity to be given for the 
present at the discretion of the Council of War to the petty oflScers and 
private meui and to be deducted- out of the portion which may be allotted to 
them. 

Mr. Watson assur’d the Committee that for bis own part he was ready to 
■give up all private advantages for the good of the Company and the publick, 
but as every maU in the squadron was also concern’d, the proposals must be 
laid before a Council of War, which he would summon immediately and com- 
municate their determination without loss of time, 

Mr. Watson then enquired of the Committee what number of men was 
intended to be sent on the expedition to Bengal ; in answer to which the 
Committee informed him their design was to send four hundred military rank 
and file, and one hundred train, besides the detachn^ent of the regiment now 
on board the Squadron consisting of about two hundred men ; but in case that 
detachment did not proceed, then that it was their intention to send six 
hundred military rank and file, and one hundred train, and further that it 
was designed to send as many seapoys as conveyances could be found for. 

Mr. Watson acquaints the Committee that the five hundred Europeans 
only could be distributed on board the several ships of the Squadron, over and 
above the detachment of the regiment. 

Agreed to embark the Europeans on His Majesty’s ships, and to send by 
the Compqny’s ships Marlhoraugh and Walpole alj the seapoys they can take 
onboard, and to make use of any future conveyances that may offer' for the 
embarkation of more seapoys. 

The Committee then requested of Mr. Watson to land the detachment of 
the regiment in case application should be made to him by the Company’s , 
representatives at Bengal, which he readily promises, with the proviso that 
he shall himself see an absolute necessity for their service on shore, and is 
assur’d that they shall be re-embarked upon his call. 

Lastly, the Committee debate with Mr. Watson concerning the regulation 
of the Councils of War that may be found necessary to be held in Bengal, and 
the Precedency of the several officers, in order to prevent future altercations on 
that head which might interrupt the service; accprdingly the following articles 
were formed in concert and with the unanimous consent of Admiral Watson, 
Admiral Pocock, Colonel Clive and the whole Committee ; — 

1st . — It is proposed that at all Councils of War held on board His 
Majesty’s Ships, the Commanding Officer of the ships shall preside and call to 
liis assistance such other Captains of the squadron, as he shall see proper, 
together with Colonel Clivp and any other Eield Officer. 
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5w£Z,~That at all Councils of War held on Shorgj Colonel Clive shall, 
preside and call to his^ assistance such Keld ofScerS as he shall see proper, 
together "with the Captains of such part of- the Scliiadroh as are employed, on 
•the joint service* This is understood to be in the abstoce of buy Flag officer. 

The two articles being deliver’d to Mr. tVatson in writing, he acquainted 
the Committee he should Jay them' before the Council of War ; and then 

Admiral Watson and Admiral Pocock withdrew. 

Letter from Captain Maskelyne, Commanding in Arcot Fort, read, advising 
of Ensign Kerr’s march for Madras with fifty of the best men of his garrisoni 
and remarking that those who remain are chiefly recruits. 

The President at the same time acquainted the Committee that upon 
application from Captain Maskelyne for leave to proceed with the intended 
detachment for Bengal, in consideration of bis rank, being one of the oldest 
Captains, and of his being long deprived of an opportunity of going on service 
during tlie last troubles being a prisoner of war, he bad permitted him to 
come to Madras for that purpose, and directed th(s eldest officer to take charge 
of the gaiTison of Arcot. 

The President further acquaints the Committee that the Cowles for the 
mortgaged countries of seven Maganums and Mannamungulum expiring the 
Slst July last, he has made the necessary enquiries in order to get the most 
advantageous offers for the new Cowles, and that at length Muhammad Ayar 
Cawn had offered nineteen thousand (19,000) Pagodas for . one year’s rent of the 
seven Maganums, and thirteen thousand (13,000) Pagodas for one year’s rent of 
Mannamungulum, which, although one thousand Pagodas less for each Cowle 
than before, are nevertheless, the President represents, the best offers that can be 
got, and he desmes the opinion of the Committee whether they should be 
accepted. 

Agreed that the said offers he accepted. 

Eesolved that Mr. Manningham be desired to attend the Committee to- 
morrow morning, that the proceedings and Eesolutions relative to the Bengal 
expedition may be communicated to him, and that we may learn from him the 
.more particular information to which we are referred by the Gentlemen at 
J'ulta. 


Geoege Pigot. 
Eobbkt Clive. 
Bteixgeb LA-WEBNOB, 
Henet Pownet. 
Eobeki’ Oemb. 
William Perceval. 
Eobeet Pale. 


To the President and Members of the Secret Committee of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

In consequence of your representations to me yesterday, I have assembled 
a Council of Wav, who are of opinion no answer can be made with propriety 
till you declare who you deem to be the Company’s representatives at Bengal. 
I therefore desire you will please to send an answer immediately as the Council 
are waiting. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Foet St. Geoege, Tour most obedient, humhle servant, 

riie September 17B6. j CHAELES WATSON. 



As Mr. Watson in Committee yesterday recommended^ the expedition 
should bo conducted on the same footing as that to Ghcria, it is imagined that 
the tendency of the enquiry in his above letter must be to learn Trhether it is 
designed that he himself shall be one of the representatives in the same manner 
as he was joined in the Commission at Gheria. Tlie Committee therefore think 
it sufficient to return him for answer that only Company’s servants can be es- 
teemed their representatives.- A letter was immediately wrote, signed, and sent 
to Mr. Watson as follows 

To Charles Watson, Esq., Rear Admiral of the Ttci, and Commandor*in-Clucf of His Majes- 
ty’s Squadron in India. 

Sib, 

The servants of the Company must doubtless, and can alone represent 
their masters in Bengal on all occasions relating to their affairs, and it is to the 
representations of these servants that we shall at your departure do ourselves 
the honour to desire the same attention from you that you have hitherto been 
pleased to show to those made by ourselves. 


Eort St. George, 
The 30th September 1756 



We are. 

Sib, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &o.. 

Committee. 


Letter from Mr. Wynch read, advising that he has sent the two brass six- 
pounder field pieces that were at Port St. David, and a petard from Devecotah 
by His Majesty’s Ship the £ridgeioater, according the directions received from 
the President. 

After 12 o’clock received another letter from Mr. Watson as follows : — 


To tbe President and Members of tbe Secret Committee of Port St, George. 
Gentlemen, 

I am sorry to trouble you again for what I thought was so plainly asked 
before. That the servants of the Company must represent their master’s affairs 
in Bengal I make no doubt, but since you oblige me to be so very explicit, 
I must desire you will let me know the names of those servants whose repre- 
sentations you will, at my departure, desire me to attend to. 


I am. 


Gentlemen, 


Port St. George, 
The 30th September 1756 



Tour most obedient humble servant, 
CHARLES WATSON. 


Agreed to defer returning any further answer to Mr. Watson until we 
have confer’d with Mr. Manningham, as it is not impossible, but his representa- 
tions may cause some change in our former resolution concerning the representa- 
tives in Bengal. 

The Committee being met at 2 in the afternoon and Mr. Manningham 
being likewise present. 

The whole proceedings of the Council and Committee relative to the late 
. misfortune at Bengal were read. Mr. Manningham, in the course of this 
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reading, made many oliservations in vindication of the President and Council of 
Port William from the misconduct they are charged with in the several letters 
from Messrs. Watts and OoUett, Holwell, &e., particularly on the subject of 
Mr. Drake’s giving protection to the Nabob’s tenants, of his ill-treating the 
Nabob’s messenger, and his not endeavouring to accommodate affairs before 
they were carried to too great a length. 

But as it may be impossible for Mr. Manningham to recollect at once all 
the circumstances he may have to offer in justification of the Gentlemen in the 
late administration at Calcutta, and as the Committee will not besides pretend 
to be judges of their conduct, it is agreed that a copy of all the advices received 
-from Bengal, and of our proceedings thereupon be delivered to Mr. Manning- 
ham that he may have an opportunity of committing his observations to writ- 
ing in a more explicit manner for the information of the Hon’ble the Court of 
Directors, to whom alone the determination belongs. 

More especially on the perusal of the Consultation of 21st September last, 
whereby Messrs. Clive, Smith and Walsh are appointed a deputation for the 
general conduct oJ the expedition, to be instructed to receive a plan of opera- 
tions from the Gentlemen of the Council of Bengal for a guide] to their corres- 
pondence with the Nabob, and yet empowered to act contrary to that plan if 
they think necessary, Mr. Manningham begs leave to off er his thoughts to the 
Committee : — 

Pirst, that this power to be lodged in the deputies totally destroys all the 
authority of the President and Council of Port William. 

Secondly, that this Board are not empowered to give a Commission which 
shall destroy the authority vested by the Company in the President and Coun- 
cil of Port William, which authority he thinks does and ought to subsist not- 
withstanding the loss of the place, and that he believes there is an act of Par- 
liament which would set this point clear. 

Thirdly, that as it is not in the power of this Board to destroy the autho- 
rity of the President and Council of Port William, so neither does he think it 
can be beneficial to the Company’s affairs ; for that — 

Pourthly, it is to be imagined the Gentlemen who have so long resided in 
Bengal must be best acquainted with the Company’s interest in that Province, 
with the temper of the people and the views of the different Eajas, &c., and 
for that reason best qualified for the management of whatever may be under- 
taken there. 

Piftbly, the destroying the authority of the President and Council of Bengal 
would lessen them so much in the opinion of the Company’s servants and of 
all the Natives, that they would be rendered absolutely incapable of ever again 
transacting the Company’s affairs in their different stations; for which 
reason — 

Sixthly, it is probable that many of the Company’s servants would in 
such case ebuse to quit and go to Europe in order to lay their case before the 
Court of Directors, by which means the Company’s affairs might be distressed 
for want of servants. 

The Committee pointed out to Mr. Manningham that the great inducement 
of the Council to nominate deputies for the conduct of the expedition, was, as 
appears by the Minutes of the said Consultation of 2l8t September, the absolute 
necessity of reserving to themselves the power of recalling a part of the troops 
intended to be sent to Bengal in case of a war with Prance, leaving^ only a 
sufficient force for the defence of Calcutta; whereas the Gentlemen of Bengal 
have the power over the troops lodged in them, might determine that the 
carrying on the war in Bengal, in case a full satisfaction had not before been 
obtained from the Nabob, was as necessary to the Company’s welfare as the 
defence of this coast, and on that consideration they might resolve not to return 
us any of the troops. 

Mr. Manningham therefore assures the Committee that he is persuaded 
the Gentlemen of Bengal will have no objection to the leaving the whole mili- 
tary authority with Colonel Clive, that they wiU pay the ^eatest attention to 
all that he may .recommend during the course of the expe^tion and a particular 
regard to whatever may be represented to them from this Board. Einally, Mr. 
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Manningliam desires that the Eesolution of the 21st September may be re- 
considered. 

As Mr. Manningham can have hut one voice in the Council of Bengal, hi§’ 
assurances cannot be deemed decisive, but in conformity to his request, it is 
agreed to take under deliberation the question whether the llesolution of the 
21st September relating to the nomination of deputies for the conduct of the 
Bengal expedition should be altered or not, and after a long debate in which 
on one side were urged the reasons entered in the Slinutcs of Consultation of 
21st September, on the other the arguments oflered by Mr. Manningbam ; so 
many inconveniences and objections appeared on both sides, that the Committee 
could not at this meeting decide. upon the question in debate, and having sat 
till nine at night it was resolved to defer the determination until to-morrow 
morning, 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENVEY POWNEY. 

ROBERT ORME. 

WILLTA1\I PERCEVAL. 

ROBERT PALK. 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Conncil at Fort St. George. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — Inclosed is duplicate of our address under date 
the 18th, since which we have received advices from Cossimhazar that we think 
proper to communicate to Your Honor, &c., with our sentiments and resolution 
.thereon. 

Mr. Warren Hastings, one of the Hon*ble Company’s covenanted servants 
at Cossimhazar and now detained at that place by the Nabob, writes Major 
Kilpatrick to the following purport : That Suraja Dowlah is no longer Subah of 
Bengal, which is conferred upon the King of Belly’s eldest son ; that the Nabob 
of Puvnea (Soukat Jung) has received a Phirmaund from the Kin g investing 
him with the Nahohsbip of Bengal, Behar and Orissa under his son, and great 
preparations are making at Muxadabad for a war with Pui’nea in consequence 
of the foregoing appointments ; that the Nabob of Benares has sent 6,000 
horsemen to the assistance of Soukat Jung; that most of the Rajas whose 
territories lie near Purnea have deserted Suraja Dowlah, and that ou the 
29th of last month a letter arrived from the Dutch Chief at Patna with advice 
that the King with his son and Nazir was upon his march this way at the head 
of a formidable army, having crossed the River Jumna twenty days before with 
an intention, fii’st, to reduce these provinces to his obedience and* afterwards to 
visit all the other parts of his dominions ; that the Morrattas likewise are expected 
soon, it being reported they have imprisoned the person sent to pay them 
their annual chout, with which they are not contented, and that Mizzab 
Sallah, the Nabob of Cuttack, has joined them. That the Nabob begins to be 
much troubled at the impending dangers, and his Jumnidars seem not very 
inclinable to serve him with that zeal which his present desperate circumstance 
require against their King, as they may expect to be treated like rebels, most 
of the principal of them having a great part of their fortunes, and some their 
families at Delly. That notwithstanding all this, Suraja Dowlah is raising a 
great army, and extorting as much money as he can get from the Rajas and 
other people that are so unfortunate as to lie under his power, not sparing the 
Europeans. 

The above is the substance of Mr. Hastings’ information upon which 
we beg leave to make the f oRowing remarks : Eirst, that the whole of it is not 
affirmed by that gentleman to be matter of fact, and that in all probability 
great part of it may be no more than a report raised by the enemies of 
Suraja Dowlah; next, that Suraja Dowlah is possessed of such immense 



riclies, .and has so large an armr on foot, that it is reiy possible he will be able 
to extricate himself by one m&ans or other from the dangers which threaten 
lum at . I^astty , should he be cut off or expelled from his Soubabship, 

we should find immense diffic^ties to re-establish oniselres in the pririledges 
and grants which the Eoyal Phirmaund sets forth, and upon a proper Ld se^e 
footmg, iinless we can support our demands with a sufficient aid respectable 
mihtavr force. These reasons we flatter ourselres will convince Tour Honor, 



Company s ^ ^ ^ lucscx 

ing the intelligence we have received from Cossimhazar. 

■ ITe do not Avrite this intelligence as a certainty or with anv intention to 
check the resolutions you may have come to for the assisting*ns, hnt if vou 


umaia ^ ..i. lucit u.c=ij.e \uu snppir ns with as Iar»f» a 

number of ililirary and Artillery as yon may Judge consistent with the ^sl^v 
of the Honounihle Company’s possessions on your coast, that we mav he readv 

_ — A I-> « tn 'IICO n-n-r* -friwr* i-n » • ? • 
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xnincd to koop — — — -- — --- — ****^in.a. ciiiu. <u.o ^uciusAutru ix W6 
may expect a further reinforcement, without which we apprehend it wiE he 
impossible to re-estabiish ourselves in BengaL 



Inclosed we transmit you the returc o: ^SiizTr and llillfarj Tc-rces now 
in our fieet, and are sorry to ebserre to Tour noz-oor. See., fhar sfeSress sraatir 



receipt, which we hc-z leave to e 
take proper notice of his behaviour. 

Inclosri we transmic 


■Gu a packet 

wreqna: you wifi fcrwsrd ^v.anv vesKl^^--Ca. a 






Europe from you c-oast, and v'e iikew^ mc-C-^r 
Council of Bc'HiCxiT’ to 0*2 
judge EKtexr^ii'ic us. 
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Dacca, the 27tli June 1756. 

At a Counoil, Peesent: 

Riohaed Beohee, Esq. 

Messes. Luke Soeafton. 

Thomas Hindman. 

Same. Wallee. 

. The Consultation of the 21st read, approved and signed. This day at noon 
our Vakeel came from the Durhar and acquainted us that the Nabob told him 
Suraja'Dowlah had taken and plundered the town of Calcutta, and had also 
made him master of Port WiUiam, taken Mr. Holwell and some other gentle- 
men prisoners. That the Governor, second, and some few more having taken 
to the ships were endeavouring to make their escape down the river. That 
this intelligence came from the Preneh. Our Vakeel further acquainted us 
that Busharut Khan, our Nabob, demanded that we should surrender ourselves 
immediately, which if we did not comply with, he would attack us, having 
everything in readiness. This account appears to us so improbable, that we 
apprehend it is put about in order to induce us to surrender. Agreed therefore 
that Mr. Scrafton write to Monsieur Courtin desiring him to acquaint us if he 
has received any certain advice of the taking of Fort William by Suraja 
Dowlah. In answer to which we received the very melaneholy confirmation of 
what our Vakeel had told us. Monsieur Courtin assuring us that he had 
received the most certain advice of Port William’s being taken by the Nabob. 
That his letters were of the 19th, 20th, and 21st from the Governor and Council 
of Chandernagore and several other gentlemen, that he was using his endeavours 
to the Durhar to save our lives and honor; he advises us to come to as speedy a 
resolution, telling us that bravery becomes temerity and imprudence when 
exerted mail ^i>rojpos. Taking this affair into our most serious consideration, 
we are unanimously of opinion that there is no reason to doubt the truth of 
this news. Agreed therefore that we write to Monsieur Courtin returning 
him our most sincere thanks for his kind designs in our favour, and to desire 
he will permit Monsieur Fleurin to come to us, and let us know what terms can 
he procured for us in case we find w^e can’t avoid surrendering. 

We now take into consideration the state of our factoiy, garrison, pro- 
visions, &c., and from thence are to form a judgement whether we can render 
any material service to our Honorable employers by attempting to defend our- 
selves. 

As to the situation of our factory it stands in a large town surrounded 
with numbers of houses from w'hioh they might annoy us with cannon and 
small arms. The factory is little better than a common house surrounded with 
a thin brick wall, one-half of it not above 9 feet high. Our garrison consists of 
a Lieutenant, four Serjeants, three Corporals and ninteen Eui’opean soldiers be- 
sides thirty-four black Christians, and sixty Buxieries. As to the last we. have 
little to expect from them, as they have almost all demanded leave to quit us. 
Our provisions may last three weela or a month, but if we are attacked our 
hmmunition will soon be expended and om’ men exhausted with fatigue, as we 
have so few they must be almost always on duty. Our factory is at the distance 
of near a quarter of a mile from the river. The passage by water to Calcutta 
from fourteen to twenty days. That from Muxadavad to Dacca about four, 
from which place our enemies might receive reinforcements in eight or ten 
days. Notwithstanding the disadvantage of our situation, the smallness of our 
garrison, &c., we were detennined to defend ourselves to the utmost had we 
been attacked while Port William continued in the hands of the English, and 
to enable us to do it, we had planted what guns we had to the best advantage 
and with the assistance of the soldiers thrown up breast- works, &c., and pri- 
vately procured an additional quantity of powder. But since we are sure Port 
William is taken, and that we can’t expect the least assistance or reinforcement 
from the Gentlemen who are escaped in their ships, it does not appear to us 
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tliat our attempting to defend ourselves can lie of the least advantage to 
our employers, and would rather he an act of rashness than bravery. Agreed 
therefore that we endeavour to procure the best terms possible by means (rf the 
French and surrender our factory. 

Observing numbers of armed men all around us. ordered our garrison to 
keep under arms and a strict watch to prevent a surprize. 

RIOHARD BECHER. 

LUKE SCRAETON. 

THOMAS HTNDMAN. 

SAMUEL TTALLER. 


Uaccn, 2Sth June 1756. 

At a Council Phesent: 

Riciuei) Bechek, Esq., Chief. 

Messrs. Luke Scrafton. 

Thomas Htndman. 

Samuel ‘Waller. 

The Consultation of the 27th read, approved and signed. 

This morning IMonsieur Eleurin, the French second, came to our factory 
to acquaint us tliat he had been with Busharut Khan, our Nabob, endeavouring 
to procure us the most favourable terms he could, but all that he was able to 
obtain was, that the factory should be delivered up directly, the soldiers lay 
down their arms, and be carried prisoners to the Nabob, the ladies go out in 
palankeens to the French Factory, the palankeens not to be searched on 
Monsieur Flcurin’s giving his word that nothing should be in them but the 
cloaths the ladies had on. As to the Chief, &c.. Company’s servants .the Nabob 
demanded that they should be first brought to him, and afterwards go to the 
French Factory, ^lonsieur Courtin giving his parole to the Nabob that we shall 
wait the orders of Suraja Dowlah in reg.*u*d to our future fate. Taking these 
proposals into consideintion, we think them very hard. But as Monsr. Fleurin 
assures us that very little alteration can be expected, agreed that we beg 
Monsr. Fleurin to endeavour to save us the disgrace of going to the Durbar, 
and obtain permission that we go directly to the French, also that the soldiers 
may not be ill used. This he promises to endeavour to obtain and to return in 
the afternoon. 

The 28th June in the afternoon ;Monsr. Fleurin returned and acquainted 
us he had obtained permission for the Gentlemen to go to the French Factory 
without "oing to the Durbar, and that the Nabob had promised the soldiers 
should not be ill-used or put in irons.^ We then gave onr paroles to the 
French Chief, gave u]> our military prisoners to the Nabob’s people, and are 
now with sorrowful hearts leaving our factory being permitted to carry off 
nothing but the cloaths upon our backs, having still this satisfaction left that 
we have to our utmost discharged our duty to our Honourable employers. 

At 6 in the evening . RICHARD BECHER. 

the 28th June 1756. LUKE SCRAFTON. 

THOMAS HTNDMAN. 

SA^rUEL WALLER. 


152 P. D. 
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To — M onsibob CoTJRTiH, Dacca. 

Monsieur, — ^Vous savez dejS, ce que m’a dit Monsr. Sinopay an sujet do 
plainte qu’a le Nabob coutre les Anglois, rdrigine, par consequent, de la guerre 
qu’il leur fait, et tout ce qui s’est passd ^ Casiinbazar. 

La prise de leur fort en cet endroit, loin de satisfaire Suraja Dowlat, n’a 
fait que lui elever le courage ; la facilite avec laquelle il s’en est empare lui a, 
sans doute, persuadd qu’avec un peu de peine, il viendroit a bout de cliasser 
e^alement les Anglois de Calcutta, et, qu*au moyen de cel^, il se rendroit maltre 
de tous les trdsors que la Begum de Nawabs Mahmetkan et Bajabouloe 
y ont fait passer. Rempli de cette idde, et du nom qu’il s’alloit faire par cet 
exploit, il n’a voulu ecouter les representations de personrie, pas memo celles de 
sa mdre, qui a voulu le retenir par le reproche qu’elle lui a fait de s’aller mesurer 
centre des Marcbands. Surlechamp, les ordres ont 6te donuds pour faire prendre 
les devants son Armde, dont nous avons vu successivement ddfiler sur nos 
derridres plusieurs corps, de 4, de 6, et de 7 mille hommes, avec de I’artillerie. 
Lui-mdme est parti le 5, c*est-a-dire, deux jours aprds la reddition du fort Anglois, 
d, la tdte de vingt mille hommes. L’on fait monter de nombre de ses Bldphans d 
300. Son artiilerie est composee de 600 pidces de Canon, du nombre des 
quelles sent 84 pidces qu’il a tirdes de la loge Angloise, avec 500 mans de 
Poudre, et deux mille boulets de fer. A I’exception de cette Artiilerie Euro- 
pdenne, et de ses provisions, le reste de cet appareil n’est pas fort dangereux, 
du moins, en juger par quelques pidces de canon que nous avons vues au Jardin 
des Hollandois, ou un detachement de quelques Cavaliers qui les conduisait 
^ restd deux Jours s’dtant dgard de sa route, et n’ayant jamais pO obtenir 
passage au travers de I’aldde : nous les avons dtd voir par curiositd. Kien n’est 
plus pitoyable que la fagon dont ils sont montds et approvisionnds ; I’on prdtend 
qu’ils n’ont que des boulets de Caolin. 

Bepuis le ddpart de Suraja Dowlat de Meuxadavad jusqu’au 16, on 
n’avoit euaucunes nouvelles de lui, et ce retardement avoit donnd lieu a bien des 
suppositions, plusieurs personnes pr^tendant qu’il 6toit encore renferme dans 
son Serrail; d’autres, que sentant ladiflficult6 de son enterprise, il vouloit entrer 
cn negociation. Bn effet, un Vaqueel de Coja Wazeed ayant voulu faire des 
propositions ill Monsr. Drake, on soup 9 onna quele Nawab, pour ne pas se com- 
promettre, avoit fair agir ce Mai’chancl ; mais ces bruits fClrent bientdt dis- 
sipes par I’arrivde de ce Seigneur, qui coucha le i5 dans un Jardin vis- 
il-vis de Chinchurah. 

Les Vacqueels des deux Nations lui presen tferen tie Salame dans cet endroit; 
le notre fut bien regu, Et meme, il y eut deux Bdtels pour Monsr. Renault ; 
mais, pour les Hollandois, il ne se contenta pas de les refuser ; il leur fit connoitre 
fort clairement le mdpris qu’il avoit pour eux, et le dessein oh il dtait de leur 
rendre qudque visite h son retour, etc. A Calcutta, le lendemain on le vit passer 
dans cette grande plaine qui est en face de la loge, de I’autre c6t6 de la 
Rivibre : ses Chameaux, ses dldpbans, sou train etc, nous ocoupbrent toute la 
matinde. 

Avant son depart de Meuxadavad, craignnnt, peutdfre, que les trois nations 
ne s’entendissent mutuellement, ou bien agissant de bonne foi, il fit appeler au 
Durbar les Yacqubels Erangois et Hollandois, leur ddclara la resolution oh il 
dtoit de cliasser les Anglois de Bengale, et en meme temps vouloit sgavoir quel 
secours il pourroit attendre de leurs maitres dans son expedition. 

Lc HoUandois qui avait, apparemment, sa logon toute faite, se hAta de 
rdpondre, que sa Compagnie n’dtoit que Marcliande, point du tout faite pour la 
guerre ; qu’b peine y avoit-il a Chinchurah 10 pibces de canon, et 60 Soldats. 
Tout de suite, et, assurbraent, pour nous rendre un raauvois service, il ajouta : 
“ Adressez-vous aux Erangois ; ils ont un fort ii Chandernagore ; d’ailleurs, ce sont 
des Gens que ne peuvent rester en repos, ils ne demanderont pas mieux 
que de se battre centre les Anglois ; ils sont toujours en guerre avec eux 
t.mtOt battus, tantbt battants, il faut qu’ils aient toujours les armes a la 
main. Cette rbponsc, loin de produire I’effet qu’en attendoit le Vacquecl, 
a inspirb h Surnjfi Dowlat et ii son Durbar le plus grand mbpris pour les 
Hollandois, ce qu’ils ont tbmoignbpar benucoup de mrurques d’indignation, et 
en meme temps, leur a donnb une idbe avantageuse de notre Nation, dont il 
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connoit la valeur. Le Nabob 6toit si content qu’il a fait mille amiti<3S ii 
notre Vacqned, I’a renvcye avec deux bdtels pour Monsr. Law, et deux pour lui- 
menie, et a dddare publiquement qu’il voulait nous donner Calcutta en propre, 
qu’il alloit nous en faii'e deliTxer le Paravane, si nous voulions souscrire a 
toutes ses offi’es. II a' ajoutfi que son dessein etoit de nous dlever, dans la 
Bengale an m§me degre que nous 6tions ^ la c6te, ayant ainsi vendu la peau 
de I’ours avant de I’avoir tue, etc. 

II 4toit si persuade que nous allions accepter ses offres que, quelques 
jours aprfes, il demanda a notre Vacqueel si Monsr. E-enault avoit ddja envoye 
ses Vaisseaux pour cercler Calcutta par eau, pendant que ses troupes I’entour- 
reroient par terre. Tons devez savoir. Monsieur, qu’elle a etd la rfeolution du 
Conseil a cet dgard, et la reponse qu’on lui a fait faire, scavoir : qu’on ne pouvoit 
rien entreprendre centre les Anglois sans y dtre autorisd d’Europe, ou, du 
moins, de Pondichery, vu que la guerre n’etoit point declaree entre cette Nation 
et la notre : etc. 

Les Anglais avoient etabli deux Batteries an dessus et au dessous de Calcutta. 
Ils s’t etbient retrauches ainsi que derribre une grande Sopdi qu’ils avoient tire 
autour de leur Aldee, resolus de defendre les approehes de leur Colonie autant 
qu’ils pouvoient. Mais I’arrivee du Nabob a fait changer de face a toutes leurs 
dispreitions. A son approebe, ils ont non seulement abandonne cette enceinte, 
mais meme la defense de leur Colonie Europeenne. Ils se sont retires dans 
leur lose, ou ils se sont entasses. La bravade qn’ils avoient faite dans les com- 
mencemens, d’empecher que qui que ce soit ne sortit de leur Aldde, pour faire 
voir leur confiance, n’a servi qu’a augmenter I’effet produit. 

Les Anslois sont done actuellement retires dans leur fort, autour du quel 
its out elevd une espece de glacis, qui les couvre entierement. Pour nV'tre 
• point etouidis par les cris des Femmes, ils les ont fait transport^? a bordde Jeurs 
vaisseaux, qui sont prets a faire voile au nombre de dix ou dome, y f:omyrT& 
les Brigantines et barques. Ils ont au^si, dit-on, charge dessus les tresors qui 
leur sent confife, que i*on fait monter a deux crores. 


Cha>-i)ebxagoez; 
IP Jinn 17 oS. 


(Signe) 


L2 Coiris. 


yc. 
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grand Vaisseau chargd d’un monde dfconnant a dchoud sur un banc il c6td de 
Calcutta, et y est encore; le Nabob a fait charger de paille une quantit6 de 
Bateaux, avec lesquelles il compte mettre le feu au vaisseau, s’il no se rend pas 
etc. 

• ■ Le Conte. 

GJiandernrigot'e, 21 Juin. 


No. 3. 

JSxtraif fl’une leUre ecrite de Chandernngor en date dn 3 Juillet 1756 eoncernant Its Suites 

de la 'Prise de CalcuUa, 

Nous avons ^ remplir icy l*dgard de plusieurs Anglois, entrc autres 
Messrs. Watts et Collet, les memes devoirs que ceux dont vous vous fites acquittds 
a Dakkd. Ces deux derniers arrivferent icy le 28 au soir, en Palanquin, mais du 
reste en assez mauvais dquipage, q unique peu de jours aprfes Icur detention, le 
Nabob eflt donnd ordre de les traiter un peu mieux. Us ont tou jours (5t6 assujettis 
a une quantity d’ignominies. On leur a laissd S, peine une partie de leur linge, et 
de leurs hardes. Lorsqu’ils passbrent aupres de Ohinchurat en suivant le Nabob si 
son expedition de Calcutta, il firent demander quelques Secours a Monsr Besdom, 
qui, outre quelques rafraicliissements, leur envoya ] ,000 Rupees. Pour pouvoir 
retirer cet envoi des mains des Sangsues, qui les gardaient, ils Mrent obliges d’cn- 
trer en accommodement, et de saerifier 600R de 1,000 pour sauver le reste. A la fin 
ils ont ete relaobes : le Nabob mfime les a recommandds a Monsr. Renault, avec in- 
jonction de les faire passer 5, b c6te; on dit mdme que pour rdparer le mal qufil leur 
a fait, il a promis d’dcrire en leur favour au Conseil de Madras, en lui marquant 
rinsolente conduite des Anglois et de Monsr. Drake, ce qui I’avoit oblige a 
en venir avec eux aux dernieres extrdmitds, et Ji les chasser du Bengale. Je doute 
fort que oette protection serve beaucoup k Monsr. Watts, quoique, dans le fond, 
il soit bien moins coupable que Monsr. Drake. On ne pent tout au plus 
reprocher au premier que trop de foiblesse, et d’imprudence, au lieu que ce 
dernier e^t coupable, en outre, de Lachetd, de Priponnerie, et de la plus indigne 
Trahison que iW puisse commettre, ayant prdferd, ainsi que le commandant 
des troupes, et la plus grande partie du Conseil, leur suretd et celle de leurs 
biens au salut d’une quantitd de femmes, d’honndtes gens, et d’une foule de 
chidtiens. L’on sait a prdsent le ddtail de tout ce qui s*est passe dans ce 
triste evdnement, et les ressorts sdcrets de toute cette affaire, que I’on ne pent 
regarder que comme une mystdre d’iniquitd — Il n’est plus douteux, k la fapon 
dont se conduit Monsr. Drake, que son plan ne ffit forme avec le Commandant 
des troupes et quelques Conseillers, et qu’ils n’eussent jugd, les uns et les autres, 
ces troubles un coup de parti, pour s’approprier une partie des richesses 
immenses qui leur dtoient confides. C*est dans cette vue que Monsr. Drake, au 
lieu d’entrer en accommodement avec le Nabob, n’avoit chercber qu*a le pousser 
a bout par les rdponses les plus insolentes. Il auroit dtd bien facbd, sans doute, 
que les choses n’en ffissent pas venues la ; mais, il est bien plus surprenant encore, 
qu’ayant pour objet la perte de Colonie, et sa retraite kbord des vaisseaux, il 
n’ait pas mieux songe k s’assurer ce dernier article, et qu’il n'ait mis dbord de 
ces Bktimens ni eau ni vivres, ni matelots, ni mdme de lest, n’ayant unique- 
ment songe qu’k leurs richesses, comme si en mer I’argent suppleait au reste; 
on prdtend, en effet, qu’ils manquent de tout, et que les Conseillers virent au 
cabestan. 

Avant que Ton sAt ce qui s’dtoit passd dans le fort, on ne comprenait 
pas comment les Maures s’en dtoient rendus maitres, et par que I’enchantement 
la ville avoit tourne aux Anglois k ce point Ik. Les mesures de Monsr. Drake 
dtoient si bien prises, qu’il laissa dans la loge les 3 consseillers, qui lui dtoient le 
plus opposds, Scavoir : Messrs. Hol^rell, Eyre et Baillie ; il avoit choisi pour faire 
ce beau coup le moment d’une Sortie, qu’il avoit ordonnee dans le terns qu’il s’em- 
barquait ; une Eoule de soldats et de peuple, se jetta pdle-mele k I’eau et dans 
les Bateaux pour joindre les vaisseaux, ce k quoi fort peu rdussirent, plusieurs- 
ayant could avant d’arriver, ceux qui ont dtd temoins de ce tumulte, content 
avoir vu se noyer plus de deux ‘cents personnes. 

Aprds cette retraite, qui avoit occasionnd une grande addition, et pendant 
laquolle on tira quelques coups de Eusil sur Monsr. Drake, la consternation se 
mit dans ceux qui dtoient restes. Les Soldats du ddtachement qui rdvenoit de son 
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expedition, ne trouvant plus ni Gcnverneur ni Commandant, se mutink’ent, en- 
fonc^rent les Godons an vin, et s’en remplirent, le pen qui dtoit capable de faire 
resistance, et de se laisscr allcr-ainsi an ddsespoir, fit bonne contenance jusqu’au 
Jeudi; cedevoit 6tre Diinancbe qne, voyant que le desordre continuoit, ils ju- 
gferent ii propos de se rendre. Le moment on les Manrcs s’cmparevent du Port 
fut semblable Ji celui de la retraite. Bien de Personnes se noybrent en eber- 
cbant asile ii bord dcs Vaisseaux. Les 2 premiers joum se passbrent avec la licence 
et avec tons les desordres d’une Place prise d’assant, a I’exception du massacre 
auquel les Maxires ne sont pas habitues envers ceux qui sent desarm^s. Envi- 
ron IGO Euro])ecus qui furent pris dans le Port furent renfermbs dans une 
chambre si petite qu’ils n’y pouvaicnt tenir que debout: dbs la 1™® nuitl32 y 
mourureiit 6 \ oulTcs par la cbaleur : ilonsr Eyre, Conseiller, que vous avez peut-bti^e 
connu cut le meine Sort le lendemain ; Un Anglois que s’est sauve de cet enfer 
rapportc xm trait de ]\Iousr Eyre, qui iait voir ce qu’ils aroient a souffrir ; il dit 
que corame il btoit extrbmmeent gras et replet, il n’avoit pas imagine d’autre 
Sonlagement, que do tirer son Pagne qui, ainsi qu’aux autres, etoit son unique 
vetemeut, de le tirer, dis-je, tout iinbibd de sueur, de le tordre, et d’en exprimer 
dans sa bouche ce qui en sortoit pour se desalterer ; il n’est pas surprenant qu’il 
n’y ait pas teuu. Monsr. Baillie, I’autre Conseiller, a ete tue, mais Monsr Holwell 
cst sans douto le plus a plaindre, comme c’dtoit lui qui exergait la Jemindarie a 
Calcutta, les Maures lui en vouloient de loin; en consequence, on lui donne la cba- 
bouquc presque tons les jours, il Ton s*attend a apprendre b. tout moment qu’il 
auroit succombe sous ce traitemcnt. Lorsqne le Nabob fit son entrbe dans le 
Port do Calcutta, il ne put revenir do sa surprise en voyant un tas si pro- 
digieux de Canons, de Boulots, et autres munitions. Le premier article, en effet. 
monte i\ plus de 500, tout montcs sur leurs affuts. Il fut frappd de la beaute 
du Gouvcrnement et le trouva digne d’etre babitd pardes Princes, etnon par des 
Marcliands. En voyant le feu en une quantite d’endroits, et considbrant le 
grand nombre do belles maisons, il ne put s’empbeber de dire, en parlant des 
Anglois, qu’il falloit quo ces gens-la fOssent bien fous pour I’avoir oblige de les 
forcer b abandonner une si grande ville. Sur le champ il donna ordre de de- 
truiro le Gouvernement, en hainc de Monsr Brahe, a qui il s’imaginait qu’il ap- 
pertenait on propro ; mais, le reste fut conservb et le feu bteint. Il fut memo 
demcurb dans la belle maison de Slonsr TFedderburn, et il fit publier un 
ordre aprbs quelques terns, a tous les Chretiens et Gentils, de retourner habiter 
leur maisons dans trois jours sous peine de les perdre. Quelques-xms out obbi, 
et il nc leur a fait aucun mal ; la plus grande partie n’a pas osb, et est dans 
noire Aldbe. Ils ont eu d’autant plus de raison de ne se point prbter b cet in- 
vitation, que le Nabob, dopuis quelques jours, a change d’avis on ne sait sous 
quel pretexte ; et qu’il a envoyb 2,000 Pioniers pour dbtruire et raser toute la 
Colonic, ne voulant pas, dit-il, qu’il y reste pierre sur pierre. Le Saussedar 
passa memc hier au soir pour aller hater I’ouvrage par sa presence. On 
disoit icy, d’abord, que c’btoit en revanche des desordres que commettoient les 
Anglois an has de la ilivibre, oil ils bruloicnt et ravagoient toutes les Aldbes ; 
mais on a su depuis que cette nouvello etoit fausse, ainsi que celle de I’arrivbe 
de deux de leurs vaisscaux de guerre que I’on dit tous le jours etre arrives, et 
qui n’apparaissent jamais le lendemain. 

Par ma dernibre lettrc, j’avois I’honneur de vous marquer, je crois, que les 
Anglois etoient encore avec leiirs Vaisseaux un peu au dessous de Calcutta ; 
qu’aprbs avoir abandonnc cinq Yaisseaux sous leur Port, et perdu un sur un 
Banc, ils etoient assez embarasses pour passer Maeonatana (Tanners Port), oii 
les Maures avoient dresse des Batteries, ils ont depuis franchi ce pas assez 
aisbment, mais b, hauteur de Bougi Bouge, ofi on les attendoit avec beaucoup 
de Cayetoques, ils ont perdu deux de leur vaisseuax, qui ont echoub, et se sont 
entr’ouverts : tout lo monde, dont le nombre etait considerable, surtout en 
femmes, parmi lesquelles s’est trouvee la nibce de Mens. X., a btb pris. X Pinnale- 
ment on n’a fait de mal a personne ; mais, le Gemidarde I’endroit n’a voulu les 
relbcher, qu’b condition qu’on lui douneroit Bs. 25 par tbte ; on a su depuis que les 
Anglois les avoient rachetbs, et qu’ils avoient rejoint les vaisseaux. Les maures 
ont trouvb sur ces vaisseaux une grande quantite d’argenterie, surtout celle de la 
Compagnie, et trois caisses d’argent. Notre vaisseau le Silhoueti ne sacbant rien 
de la guerre des Anglois a btb fort surpris en passant devant Maeonatana de se 
voir tirer une grande quantite de coups de sayetoques ; la force de la marbe 
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I’emp^chaut tie mouillcr Ih, il a jete I’anoro antlessus dt? csttc Forteresse ; les 
Anj^lois, qui n’etoient pas encovo passe on co tems-la, sont venus a bord, — du 
moins q’uclques-uns de la connoissanco do Monsr. Oliambon. Ils lui ont appris 
do quby il Otoit question, et n*ont pu enipeclier de conveniv qu’ils s’etoient 
•ouverts de honte par la l^clietc avcc laq nolle ils s’etoient enfuis, mais, en 
ni6me terns, pour engager Ic Oapitaine a riposter sur les Miiures cn cas' que 
Ton tii’&t de nouveau sur lui, ils lui ont ddclard que nous dtions aussi fourrds dans 
cette affaire, et que le Nabob voulait aussi nous ebasser de Clmndernagore. 11 
n’est pas difficile de deoouvrir I’intcntion tVun rapport aussi infidelo. Monsr. 
Chambon, avant de se determiner, a expetlieii Monsr. Renault, qul lui a envoyo 
ordre de prendre garde. ne pas donner le moindro onibrage aux Maures. Jiln effet, 
il a 6te obligd d’envoyer, pendant la nuit, quelques ral'raicliissemens que les 
Anglois lui avoient deraandds. Aprbs la ruine de Calcutta nous avons cu, ainsi 
que les Hollandois, notre tour pour la peur, non pas a la vdritd autant que 
les Anglois, mais peu s’en faut. L’armec du Nabob a presque toute ddfile au 
travel’s de notre Aldee, insultant tout le mondo dans les rues, y commettant 
mille violences, en levant les doraestiques et bairas pour porter leur butin, 
accablant de coups des gens du Port pour avoir des bateaux, enfin, que vous 
dirais-je ? les cboses ont 6t6 vingt fois surlc point d’etre porteos a Textremite. 
Pour nous achever,le Nabob s’erant rendu it Hougbly le25 a mis a contribution 
les deux Nations. Les Hollandois lui ontpaye 4lacs et demi, et nous, malgrd le 
I'remissement general de tout le mondc, tant employes et particuliers que 
soldats et matelots, malgrb notre nombre do 300 blancs, et I’envie de venger 
Thonneur du nom Europeen, nous nous sommes so amis it payer, dit-.on, 3 lacs; 
il faut croire que I’intercst du Petit Comptoir n’a pas contribuc a determiner 
Messrs, du Oonseil, dont les lumibres, plus dtendues que celles de nous autres 
jeunes gens, sont plus assortis do juger des avantages et des ddsavantages de 
notre resistance. A I’egard de la Loge, je ne crois pas qu’on ait eu la moindre 
crainte, et qu’il etoit aise de voir, par I’ardcur que tout lemonde temoignoit,. 
combien elle 4toit en sftretd. Mais il n*en est pas moins vrai qu’avec les Petits 
Comptoirs, il eflt 4tebien difficile de defendre la Colonie, dont la destruction edt 
ruinl tons les^ marebands, etc. Les capitaines de ces vaisseaux qui se sont 
dchoues a Bouji Bouji, arrivoient bier icy. Ils ont dte suivis par une quantity 
d’autres de tons dtats, *) que le Nabob permet que nous rctirions. Il a 
m^me fait dire qu’il nous enerrsit tous ceux dont il s’empareroit. xiinsi, 
nous nous attendons it voir bientbt ceux de Daldca. 


jttxd.— P. K. E, 


Goreroment of India Central Printidg Office.— No, 152 F. T).— 13-7-92.- -500, 



To — tUo llonoumWe llic Coiirt of Directors for Affairs of llie Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

IIONOTJIVABLE, 

20. '^~c had resolved lo return the Helatonr to you in July last with about 
two huudivd Tons of Saltpetre, the i*em.ains of her Cargo in bales, and accord- 
ingly her loading was far advanced when on the 13“' of that month we received 
the unexpected advices from the President and Council of Fort William that 
Xahoh Simjud Dowlah, the Grandson and successor of Alliverdi Khan, the 
old Suhah of Bengal, who died some months before, had possessed himself of 
your Fort and Factory at Cossini bazar; Whatever might be his reallnotives 
for this conduct, his pndended ones arc thus related. The Gentlemen at 
Calcutta upon advice from us of the critical situation of Affairs between our 
Jfation and the French having thought it necessary to repair and strengthen 
(he Lino of Guns towards the lliver, Thb President, l^Ir. Drake, shortly after 
received a Perwannah from the Nabob signifying that he had been informed 
they were .about fortifying Calcutta with a WaH and a Ditch which he dis- 
approved, and insisted on their diislroying the works and filling up the Ditch. 
In answer to this Purwannah -Mr. Drake wrote the Nabob that ho had been 
Tnisinformed iti regard to the Works carrying on at Calcutta, for they had dug 
no ditch since the Invasion of the l^Iorattas, and were only repairing their 
Wharf towaitls the Kiver which had received consideiahle damage. Upon 
receipt of thi'; letter (he Nabob expressed great anger and immediately gave 
orders for Investing Cossijnhazar, against which place he accomplished his 
designs in the following manner ns we are informed by Messr* Watts and 
Collett, llic Chief and Second of that Settlement. The N.nbob upon receipt of 
the ahovementinned Letter immediately ordered a Guard tip the Factory of 
four hundred Horse whieh he daily increased untill the place was surrounded 
by his whole Army consisting upon a modemte Computation of 10,000 Horse, 
and 20,000 Rngopoul Gun-.Mcn with a large Tniin of Artillerj*, and then 
demanded that .\1' Watts should go out lo him, his Duan at the same time 
assuring Watts that he might go out of the Fort with safety, that no harm 
should happini to him and that he would introduce him to the Nabob. Upon 
th(?s(! assnninees, and it having been alw.ays a custom in Bengal for the Chiefs 
of the Subordinates to visit the Nabobs on such occasions, the Gentlemen of 
the Factory were unanimously of opinion that the Chief should go out ; Ire 
accordingly went and was introduced to the Nabob, who immediately ordered 
him into confinement and insisted on his giving an Obligation that in fifteen 
days time the Gentlemen of C.nleutta should level what new works they had 
raised, deliver up tlio Nabob’s Tenants who had fled for protection there, and that 
if it could he jirovcd the Company’s Dustucks had been falsified by granting them 
to those who had no right to them, .all the loss the Government liad sustained 
thereby should he repaid. This obligation the Chief being in their hands was 
obliged lo sign, hut as they did not <!Stccm his signing alone suEBciently bind- 
ing, they insisted that the rest of the Council should sign it also, upon which 
the Surgeon of tlie Factory who had accoinp.anicd the Chief was sent to Mess" 
Collett .and Batson in the Factory to acquaint them that it was necessary they 
should go out to the Chief to put an end to the affair; M'" Watts avers that he 
told the Surgeon to acquaint Afess" Collett and Batson that he did not think 
it advisable for them to leave the Fort, whether ho Watts or 

delivered the message docs not appear to us, hut ]Hess" Collett and Batson did 
go and were also detained by the Nabob as Prisoners. The next day the Can- 
non and Ammunition were delivered pp to the Nabob, and he took possession 
of the Fort without opposition; and having ordered all the Company’s Effects to 
he carefully sealed up, IP BatsoU was sent back to the Factory, hut Mess" 
Watts and Collett kept Prisoners in the Camp and the Garrison of Cossimhazar 
sent to Muxudabad, the Nabob’s Capital. Tire easy acquisition of this .Settle; 
ecs F D, • ' 
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pedition. Upon tlie arrival of the Chesterfield and Walpole from England asTro 
found that war had not been declared with Erance and the season being thon 
so far advanced as to leave us but little room to apprehend any danger from 
the Erench here even should they receive a lai’ge reinforcement as their Troops 
would in all. probability not be able to. undertake anything of consequence ’ till 
January, We resolved therefore to undertake the Expedition, with this alteration, 
that instead of employing His Majesty’s Troops in it, we judged it more for 
your interest to send your own under the Command of Lieut.-Col. Clive who 
readily offered his services on this occasion. We beg leave at present to defer r 
giving you all l^e reasons which weighed with us first to request the King’s 
Land Eorces to proceed on the Expedition and then to resol re on sending your 
own. These as well as the many difficulties thathaye occurred in every measure 
we have concerted will fully appear to you by our Consultions which shall wait 
on you by . the Chesterfield. Thus far the advices received, and measures taken 
in regard to your Affairs in Bengal have fallen under the direction of the whole 
Board. But your Honours having been pleased in a letter to the Secret Com- 
mittee received by the Chesterfield and Walpole to direct that they are to 
correspond and act in concert with a Secret Commitee at Bengal for the general 
and particular protection of your Trade, Bights, and Possessions ; from the receipt 
. of that Letter all further measures concerning the Expedition for the recovery 
of your Eights have accordingly been concerted by the said Oomnaittee to whom 
therefore we beg leave to refer for Particulars. 


We are, 

. • * 
HoNOunAnLE, 

’ Tour faithful humble Serva‘*, 

• * ^ 

GEORGE PIGOT, 
ROBERT CLIVE, 
STRINGER LAWRANC:^. 
HENRY POWNET. 
ROBERT ORME. 
WILLIAM PERCEVAL. 
Eort George, JOHN SMITH. 

1756, CHARLES BQUROHIER. 


To — The -Honourable the Court of Directors for AfEnirs of the Hoti’ble the tJnited Company of 
Merchants of England Ti-ading to the £:»t Indies. 

Honotjeabeb, , 

« * *- « « « * ■ 

9. 58“ March 1756,—^ " ^ « « . * 

Tour Ship Frinoe George was agreeable to our directions sent to Bengal, 
where, we are sorry to say,' she met no better fate than the rest of your Pro- 
perty there: After the Governor had left the Eort, the Gentlemen who remained 
in it thought that ship might be of some -assistance, and therefore ordered her 
to be brought up to the Eort, and it was accordingly attempted, but in the hurry 
and confusion being run aground, she was seized and burnt by. the Moors. 

»■ a* * « «. «- « 

Fourthly of Country Governments and therein of the Trade of India and 
Transactions with the French^ Dutch) 8fo, 
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4iG. Hating girCTi your Honours a frQl account in our address of the IS*** 
October of our Transactions in regard .to the troubles .in Bengali^ tre have only ' 
to beg your Honours will he pleased* to, he referred for a more explicit account - 
of our motives and Resolutions to the Minutes of Consultation which we had 
extracted so far as they relate to the Bengali Affairs that they may he laid before 
you distinct froin other business. 

« « * « « « ' «. 

.74. March 17BG, — M' Olive arrived from Bombay the 26*'* May, 
and took his scat at the Board as Second in Council, and shortly itfter proceeded 
to Tort S* DaAnd to take upon him the Deputy Government of that Settlement 
agreeable to youi! Appointment, his presence being necessary at the Presidency 
on account of the Expedition we wore setting on foot for Bengal, he returned 
hero in August, and the Commandcr-in-Ghief of the Land Eorces sent on that 
Expedition being committed to him, ho accordingly proceeded! to Bengal with 
the Squadron, the 16*** October. 

««««««« 


83. August 17G6. — M' Starke having delivered over the charge of 
the Settlement of Fort S* David to M' Clive returned to the Presidency in 
August, and shortly after his arrival addressed a Letter to the Boafd Signifying 
that as your Honom'S had been pleased to superseed him by appointing Col. 
Clive to the Deputy Government of Port S* David ho imagined his conduct 
had not been so satisfactory as ho wished to make it, and therefore requested 
leave to resign the service. 

«»««-•(« 

97. As soon as possible after the receit of your orders intended by the 
Dodington the two Artillery Companies were regulated in the manner you[have 
therein directed. The OfEcers appointed to them were— 


Lewis B’llicns . 
Benjamin Godwin • 
yplm Dickinson 
Willmm Jennings . 
Nicliolas Bonjour . 
ITohn Francis Bnillnrd 
Thomas Ford . . 


John Brohior . . 

Bohert Barker . 

John Francis Faschond 
John Charles Erdman 
Jonathan Brooko 
‘ Lewis ConUidic . 

John Elly . . 


Firtl Company, 
Captain . • 

Capt. Lieut. . 
Lieut. . 

• 8”^ Lieut, t 
*”!■ Fireworkers, 


Second Company. 

Captain . « 

•Captn. Lieut, • 
1“ Lieut . . 

8"*> do. , 


promoted from 1'* Lieut. 

Do. from 1“ Lieut, of 2°^ Com. 
promoted from Fireworker. 

promoted from Volunteers. 


:}r 


Fireworkers 


promt?* from 8“* Lt. of 1"* Co. 

Do. from 8"* Lt. of 2“* Com. 
Do. from Fireworkers. 

Do. from Volunteer. 

Do. from Serjt. in the Train. 


are- 


98. The promotions in your Military since our' last by the East Court 

ID William Pyo (who eamo out iu 1762 ns n Volunteer with your recommendation 
to he promoted according to his merit) promoted to n Company. 


Lieut. Achilles Preston 
Lieut. Biolmrd Smith . 
Ensign John Wood . . 
James Oglivio . . 

Bryan Scotney . • . 

Volunteer Stephen Smith 
John Darke . . 

Boderick Orton . 

868 FD. 


promoted to a Company. 

, Do. 

Do. to a Lieutenancy. 

Db. ' Do. 

'Do: Db. 

Do. to' U Pr. of Colours, 
Db. Do. 

“ Do. ■ Do. 
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Ross'Lnng' > • . • 

Aids' Tuite t .. t 

"Will™ Robson , . 


■promoted to a Pr. oC Colour^ 
Do. Do. ' 

Do. Do. 


Norris Bowyer . . . . • Do. Do. 

William Brown . .">tbcso two arrived this season with Brevets for 

George Nicholas do Lubbers J Bengal. 


' ' Sam Companies. 

Ensign Charles Earnest Jaeger .... promoted to 2"^ Lt. of Gauppsi 

Volunteer Johnifiony Oswold .... Do. to Ensign of do. 


99. The deaths and resignations in your Military and Artillery since our 
last are — 


Major' James Eilpatrioh ... 
Capt“ Will” Lee . . . 

James Spears 

Capt. Lieut. Benjamin Godwin of the Train 
Lieut. Stephen Augustus de Monchaniu . 
John North ..... 
Claud Philip Sullin of Gaupps . . , 

Lieut. Samuel Sampson « . 

Henry Tripsack . . . . , 

John Charles Erdman of the Train . , 

Ensign John Vonga . . . 

John Darke ..... 
Thomas Stevenson . . . . , 


Resigned 1*‘ June, 
died 15*'* July 1766. 

Resigned, 
died at Bengal. 

Resigned. 

died at Negrais SO*'* August 1 756. 
died IS*** Apl. 1756. 
died at Bengal. 

Resigned and since died, 
died at Bcng.al. 

died at Bengal, 

» 

died the 
died tho 


100. 14“ July 1156. — Altho* Major Kilpatrick had resigned, intending to 
have taken his passage to England on the DelatoaVy yet upon receiving the News 
of the loss of Oossimhazar, we looked upon him as the properest person to serve 
you in the Command of the Detachment we were then sending down ; We no 
sooner proposed it to him, but he with the greatest chearfulncss declared him- 
self ready and willing to serve you whereever it might be thought necessary. 
Since his departure for Bengal we have received and forwarded to him the 
Commission you have been pleased to grant him as Major of Bengal. 

101. When we had under consideration the sending down the above Detach- 
ment, CoL Lawrapee desirous of exerting himself whereever ^the service may 
require offered to take the Command of it, but when we considered the 
unhealthyness of the Bengal climate at that season, his time of life and state 
of health wo thought the chance of his surviving it greatly against him and 
therefore desired he-would wave his Motion; He again offered his service when 
the Grand Expedition was on foot, but for the same reasons added to others 
which will appear on our Minutes of Consultation we desired he would decline, 
it, and in case of a War with Prance, he is to take the Command in your * 
Garrison of Port S‘ David during Col. Clive’s absence. 

102. - Gonmltation 5“ July 1756 . — Agreeable to your Orders the Swiss 
-Companies are incorporated with the English. 

103. Captain Polier being here, the Commission you were pleased to send 
out has been delivered him. 

***«*«» 

110. Consultation April 1756 — Dpon a representation from the Presi- 

dent that it having occurred to him, t^at if the Seapoys in your service could 
be prevailed on to w^r an.XJniform of Europe Cloth, it would at once give them 
a more Martial Appearance and take off a considerable quantity of Woollen 
goods, offering at the same tiine to take upon himself to introduce this Clothing 
amongst them, We very readily committed to His Management, and have the 



pleasure to acquaint you they liave taken off' upwards of tliirty*nine J3ales of 
your Broad Cloth. 

* * * * *■ 


Fort S* George, 
The ST‘ Nov^ 1756. 


We are 
Honourable 

Your faithfull humble servants, 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
« 


STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ROBERT ORME. « 
WILLIAM PERCEVAL. 
JOHN SMITH. 

CHARLES BOITROHIER 


To— The Honourable Ihc Court of Dircctore for Affairs of Iho Hon’ble tho United Company of 
.Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable, 

Fourthly of Country Government and therein of the trade of India and 
Transactions tcith the French^ Dutch, 

««»««»» 

21. On tho 10"* of last month we had the inexpressible pleasure to receive 
the news from Bengal of tho fortunate and surprising Revolution in the Govern- 
ment of tliat Province, by which as the Gentlemen there acquaint us, great ad- 
vantages are already reaped, and prospect laid open of a large harvest in the 
increase of your Trade and Revenue. The particulars of this great change will, 
we suppose, bo communicated to your Honours by the Select Committee, but 
we cannot pass over a subject so interesting to the Company without expressing 
something of the satisfaction wc receive from that fortunate Event. 

«»««»«« 

Sixthly of Covenant and Military Servants and their Accounts. 

25. Upon tho loss of your Northern Settlements your servants there became 
Prisoners of War upon their Paroles, some are arrived here, and the rest gone 
to Bengal, but are expected up in January. M^ Perceval and M^ Andrews 
are of the number of those at Bengal, the former has transmitted us from thence 
a Narrative of the sm'rendcr of Vizagapatam, a Copy of which we forward in 
the Packet. 

We are. 

Honourable, 

Your faithfull humble servts. 
GEORGE PIGOT. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. « 
HENRY POWNEY. 
ROBERT ORME. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHARLES BOUROHIER. 
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Fort S* George, 
io" Nov^ 1757. 



Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated 13t1i October 1756. 

We had resolved to return the Delawar to you in July last with about two 
hundred tons of saltpetre, the remainder of her Cargoe in Bales, and accordingly 
her loading was far advanced when the 13th of that month We received the un- 
expected Advices from the President and Council of Fort William that Nabob 
Seerajet Dowlah, the grandson and successor of Alliverde Khan, the old Subah 
of Bengal, who died some months before, had possesed himself of your Fort and 
Factory at Cossumbazar; Whatever might be his real Motives for this Conduct, 
his pretended ones are thus related. The Gentlemen at Calcutta upon Advices 
from. US’ of the Critical Situation of Affairs between our Nation and the French 
having thought it necessary to repair and strengthen the Line of Guns towards 
the River, the President Mr. Drake shortly after received a Perwannah from the 
Nabob signifying that he had been informed they were about fortifying Cal- 
cutta with a Wall and a Ditch which he disapproved and insisted on their de- 
stroying the Works and filling up the Ditch. In answer to this Perwannah Mr. 
Drake wrote the Nabob that he had been misinformed in regard to the’ Work 
carr3'ing on at Calcutta, for they had dug no Ditch since the Invasion of the 
Morattoes and were only repairing their Wharf towards the River which had re- 
ceived considerable damage. Upon.receipt of this letter the Nabob expressed 
great Anger' and immediately gave Orders for investing Cossumbazar, against 
which Place he accomplished his Designs in the following manner, as we are 
informed by Messrs. Watts and Collett, the Chief and Second of that Settlement. 
The Nabob upon receipt of the above-mentioned Letter immediately ordered a 
Guard upon the Factory of four hundred Horse which he daily increased until the 
Place was surrounded by his whole Army consisting upon a moderate computa- 
tion of 10,000 Horse, and 20,000 Ragepout Gun Men with a large Train of Artil- 
lery, and then demanded that Mr. Watts should go out to him, his Duan at the 
same time assuring Mr. Watts that he might go out, of the Fort with safety, that 
no harm should happen to him, and that he would introduce him to the Nabob. 
Upon these Assurances, and it having been always a Custom in Bengal for the 
Chiefs of the subordinates to visit the Nabobs on such occasions, the Gentlemen 
of the Factory were unanimously of opinion that the Chief should go out, he 
accordingly went, and was introduced to the Nabob, who immediately ordered 
him into Confinement, and insisted oh his giving an obligation that in fifteen 
days’ time the Gentlemen of Calcutta should level what new Works they had 
raised, deliver up the Nabob’s Tenants who had fled for protection there, and that 
if it could be proved the Company’s Dusticks had been falsified by granting 
them 'to those who had no right to them, all the Loss the Government had sus- 
. tained thereby should be repaid. This Obligation the Chief, being in their 
hands, was obliged to sign ; but as they did not esteem his signing alone suffi- 
ciently binding, they insisted that the rest of the Council should sign it also, 
upon which the Surgeon of the Factory, who had. accompanied the Chief, was 
sent to Messrs. Collet and Batson in the Factory to acquaint them that it was 
necessary they should go out to the Chief to put an end to the Affair : Mr. Watts 
avers that he told the Surgeon to acquaint Messrs. Collet and Batson that he 

did not think it adviseable for them to leave the Fort, whether he Mr. 

Watts or delivered the Messuage does not appear to us, but Messrs. 

Collet and Batson did go, and were also detained by the Nabab as Prisoners. 
The next day the Cannon and Ammunition were delivered up to the Nabob, and 
he took possession of the Fort without opposition ; and having ordered all the 
. Company’s Effects to be carefully sealed up, Mr. Batson was sent back to ths 



Factory, but Messrs. WaM;; and Collett Prijtoner. in the C;u»|>, and tb^ 
Garrison of Cossurnbazar stint to Mtixiulabad, llw: Nabob'n Capita), 'Use ritny 
acquisition of tliis Softltiincnt no douljt inspired llic Nabob v.iib aan/oiinf: notions 
of greater Cont|nt!Sts, wliieli possibly might f>»: facilitated by the Artilb ry, Am- 
iniinilion, and Warlike Slor«;s be found there. The Nctvs of tb'! of this 
Sell Icinenl reached ns the 131b Jtdy at a time vi'lien v.e bad just b»'.*a al.irnied 
by the arrival <»f a Sloop from the French Islands with the Inttdligenre of a large 
Armament from I'rance intcmled for tltesc Parts, so that wn rljfi not think it s.ife 
any of the Ships of Force belonging to tie* Squatlron should leave the Coa';t ;and 
ns it appeared necess.ary that a Rtiinforcement sbonld be immediately sent dov. n 
to the Genlletneti of Calcntta, agn-cable to the pressing Kerpie .{ they ?nade ur» 
for the proieiiiion of that Settlement, we bad no means of 'rr.in-qvjrjioit a sutfi* 
cienl number of Men and Stores, btit by one of your China Ships which wa re then 
lying in the Road, or the Di'/an-ar, the latter app -.ircd by far the more clsgtbl*:; 
wo accordingly immediately set about landing the Ikilci that had bsen already 
sent on board her, with p.ari of the Saltpetre, wbieb b'-iftg compieaii' ti as v/ell as 
the limbarkation of the Stores and 'IVnops for Ih-.og.d, conr.isiin;; of two com* 
plcalc Companies of Europeans under (be Commaml of Majtir Kitpiirick, v.iih 
two good Train Oflicorsand some Field Piece;;, Captain Winter received his f):s- 
patches and sailed the 20th July. We had cntirrtained hop;:-, tb.at the heavy 
Rains which begin at that S(;ason of the Year wouKI have prevented the Nabob 
from making any immediate attack upon Calcutta or would fiave fejulerrd such 
an attempt fruitless, in which case we did and do believe that such a K'-inforce- 
incnt under the Command of suc!» an cxperirnced Officer would have been sufti* 
dent to protect Calcutta iu case of further attetnpt:?; yet some time after 
receiving another Letter from the Gentlemen .nt Heng.al pre.ssinj; us in the 
strongest manner to send them at least five hundred Men, we reSoUard (.although 
our own apprclienslons of Danger here were not qtiite di*'sipat* d) to send them 
a further Reinforcement of one hundred and fiflv men on the /ir/r/cT./r/cr, 7 ‘wetuv- 
gun ship, which Admiral Watson at onr rc«|nesi consented to spare from the 
Squadron for lids service. But on the 16th of August when the 'I’roops were on 
the point of embarking, we received a Letter from Messrs. Watts and Colics 
(whom the N.-iboh had set at liberty and sent to Ch.andern.agore) acquainting us 
of the loss of Calcutta. The manner of its Attack and Defence has not yet 
been Iransmilicd to the President and Council ; wc have indeed some particulars 
from other hands, the substance of which is, that after the surrender of 
Cossumbazar on the 4th of June the Nabob immediately set forward with his 
whole Army for Calcutta, and, on the lyih June, began the Attack upon the 
advanced Posts, wdiich were defended for some time, hut the People being over- 
powered by nujnbers were drove from them one by one, so that by the iSth at 
night the Nabob was in possession of them all, and our Parties retired into the 
Fort, and the Houses which almost adjoin and overlook its Walls, these being 
attacked the morning of the ipih the Parties were withdrawn into the Fort. It 
is said that a Consultation was held in the night of the iSth, in which it was the 
general opinion that the Place was not tenable, but it docs not appear that any 
means whatever were then concerted for a Retreat. Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland were sent the evening of the i8th to conduct the European Ladies on 
board the Ships in the River. The 19th in the forenoon Mr. Drake quitted the 
Fort, which threw the Garrison into such disorder that all who could saved 
themselves by a precipitte flight, the rest having no other resoursc shut them- 
. selves up in the Fort, amongst W'hom were Messrs. Pcarkes, Hoi well, Eyre, and 
Bailie of Council many others of the Civil Servants below Council, and most 
of the Military Ofiicers, but what number of Military and others we do not know, 
but guess about two hundred in all: these having chosen Mr. Holwell for their 
Chief defended the fort till the afternoon of the next day, although they were very 
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much galled by the Enemy’s Fire from the adjacent Houses, the Besieged being 
by this time much fatigued, hoisted a Flag of Truce, hoping thereby to gain a little 
respite. • Some accounts say the Nabob consented to a Truce but suddenly broke 
it and scaled the Walls. Others tell us that whilst the Besieged were in parley 
with the Enemy, one of the Gates was betrayed to the Nabob ; be that as it may, 
' the Besieged found themselves overpowered when they least expected it. In 
the first confusion two or three of the Company’s Servants and some others got 
their liberty, the rest were altogether to the number of 146 persons thursfinto a 
Godown, where for want of Air, 123 of them miserable perished in one Night. Mr. 
Holwell being one of those who survived was the next day put in Irons and sent 
to Muxadabad with Mr. Court and some others. After this success your Factory 
at Dacca was summoned to surrender to the Nabob ; and your servants there 
’ write us that finding they could expect no relief from any quarter, Calcutta being 
lost, and that all the Resistance they could make would be therefore vain, they 
delivered up the Settlement and Effects to the Nabob’s Officers on the 28th of 
June, having first obtained permission to retire on their Paroles to the French 
Factory. Your servants at Luckipore and Ballasore were somewhat more fortun- 
ate, having made their escape with effects to the value of, the first about sixty 
thousand, the second about four thousand rupees ; but we cannot hitherto learn 
that the least thing has been saved from Calcutta, your Account, not even the 
Books and Papers ; so precipitate and irregular was the Flight that many of those 
who escaped we hear are even destitute of necessary Clothing on board the 
Ships, which by the last accounts remained in the river off of Fulta. After the 
capture of Calcutta the Nabob turned his thoughts to our neighbours, the 
French at Chandernagore, and the Dutch at Hugly, demanding large sums of 
money of them, and threatening Destruction in case of Failure, but whether through 
better Policy or better Fortune they found means to appease him, and have pur- 
chased a present Peace, the Dutch for four lacks and a half, the French for 
three lacks of sicca rupees. Whether the Nabob had from the beginning deter-' 
mined on the total expulsion of the English, and, if so, what could have given 
him cause for such a Resolution, or whether affairs might not have been accommo- 
dated by the way of negociation and a sum of money, are subjects that we leave 
to be treated of when we are better acquainted wdth facts. At present we can 
only .say that the Nabob has made heavy complaints of the fraudulent use of 
Dusticics, and that persons have been protected who had accounts to settle 
with the Government. It remains now that we inform Your Honours of the Steps 
we have taken towards recovering your Rights. On the first Intelligence of the 
loss of Calcutta, judging how much your affairs at Horae must be affected by 
the receipt of such News only we thought that if it were posible to give you at 
the same time advice of the retaking of that Settlement, the ill effects of the 
first might in some measure be prevented, we therefore requested of Admiral 
Watson to spare the fifty and twenty gun ships, on which we intended to have 
embarked about two hundred and forty Europeans with a proper train, and these 
joined to the Detachment before sent on the Delawar we judged might have 
formed a body sufficient to retake Calcutta. But on reflecting that the Expence 
of the Expedition would be certain, that the bare possession of the Walls of Cal- 
cutta, or perhaps only the ground whereon those walls stood (for we were not 
then certain whether the Nabab had not demolished them) could be of little use, 
that the Nabob being a young man of an impetuous temper, cruel, obstinate, 
big with new Honours, immense Riches, and unexpected .Success, surrounded 
in his Durbar with men of the same disposition, little could be expected from 
him but what might be acquired by the force of Arms ; and therefore that to 
bring him to any advantageous Terras a Force would be necessary not only to re- 
take Calcutta but also to reduce Hugly and even attempt his Capital of iSIuxa- 
dabad, or face him in the Field until he consent to reinstate you in all your 
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Priviledges of Trade ; at the same time receiving Letters from the President and 
Council, acquainting us that they had deputed Mr. Manningham to lay before 
us a full state of Affairs, and requesting a much larger Force than we thought 
it prudent at that time to 'spare. All these ‘considerations iriduced us to alter 
that Plan and resolve to send down at once a Force sufficient for the above- 
mentioned purposes ; but as we judged it would have been imprudent- at that 
time to part with, so large a part of our Military, considering the critical state 
of Affairs in Europe and the departure of- your China ships, we determined there- 
fore to wait the arrival of the Coast and Bay Ships (which Ships we wanted also 
for Transports), and in the meantime to prepare everything for the intended 
expedition. We communicated our intention to Admiral Watson and requested 
that in case upon receipt of the then expected Advices from England it should 
not appear necessary to desist from attempting the recovery of your Settlements 
in Bengal, he would proceed down with the whole Squadron, to which he readily 
consented, and preparations were accordingly made for embarking His Majesty's 
whole Reg mentand Train, having requested of Colonel Aldercron to undertake 
this Expedition. Upon the arrival of the Chesterfield and Walpole from England, 
as we found that war had not been declared with France, and the season being 
then so far advanced as to leave us but little room to apprehend any danger 
from the French here, even should they receive a large Reinforcement, as their 
troops would in all probability not be able to undertake anything of consequence 
till January, we resolved therefore to undertake the Expedition, with this altera- 
tion, that instead of employing His Majesty’s Troops in it, we judged it more 
for your interest to send your own under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clive, who readily offered his services on this occasion. We beg leave at present 
to defer giving you all the reasons which weighed with us, first, to request the 
King’s land forces to proceed on the expedition and then to resolve on sending 
your own; these as well as the many difficulties that have occurred in every 
measure we have concerted will fully appear to you by our Consultations which 
shall wait on you by the Chesterfield. Thus far the Advices received, and 
Measures taken in regard to your Affairs in Bengal have fallen under the Direction 
of the whole Board ; but Your Honours having been pleased in a letter to 
the Secret Committee received by the Chesterfield and Walpole to direct that 
they are to Correspond and act in Concert with a Secret Committee at Bengal 
for the general and particular protection of your Trade, Rights, and Possessions ; 
from the Receipt of that letter all further Measures concerning the Expedition for 
the recovery of your Rights have accordingly been concerted by the said Com- 
mittee, to whom therefore we beg leave to refer for Particulars. 


G. I, C. P, O. Ho, 206 P. J>.— ]6-2>»2.— 600.— deS. 


Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated 21st November 1756. 


« 

The Walpole and Marllo sailed the i6th October with Military and Stores 
for Bengal, in][conipany with His Majesty’s Squadron. 

« « * * « « 

Your Ship Prince George was agreeable to Our Directions sent to Bengal 
where We are sorry to say she met no better Fate than the rest of your Property 
there. After the Governor had left the Fort, the 'Gentlemen who remained in it 
thought that ship might be of some Assistance, and therefore ordered her to be 
brought up to the Fort, and it was accordingly attempted, but in the hurry and 
confusion being run aground, she was seized and burnt by the Moors. 

Having given Your Honours a full account in Our Address of the 13th 
October of our Transactions in regard to the Troubles in Bengal, we have only to 
beg Your Honours will be pleased to be referred for a more explicit Account of 
our Motives and Resolutions, to the Minutes of Consultation which we had ex- 
tracted so far as they relate to the Bengal Affairs, that they may be laid 
before you distinct from other business. 

«««««« 

Mr. Clive arrived from Bombay the 25th May and took his seat at the 
Board as Second-in-Council, and shortly after proceeded to Fort St. David to 
take upon him the Deputy Government of that Settlement agreeable to your 
appointment; his presence being necessary at the Presidency on account of the 
Expedition We were setting on foot for Bengal, he returned here in August, 
and the Command-in-Chief of the Land Force sent on that Expedition being 
committed to him, he accordingly proceeded to Bengal with the Squadron the 
16th October. ' 

Mr. Starke having delivered over the charge of the Settlement of Fort St. 
David to Mr. Clive returned to the Presidency in August, and shortly after his 
arrival addressed a Letter to the Board, signifying that as Your Honours had been 
pleased to superseed him by appointing Colonel Clive to the Deputy Government 
of Fort St. David, he imagined his conduct had not been so satisfactory as he 
wished to make it, and therefore requested leave to resign the service. 

Although Major Kilpatrick had resigned intending to have taken his Passage 
to England on the Delanoar, yet, upon receiving the News of the loss of Cassimbazar 
We looked upon him as the properest Person to serve you in the command of the 
Detachment We were then sending down ; We no sooner proposed it to him, but 
he with the greatest chearfullness declared himself ready and willing to serve 
you whenever it might be thought necessary. Since his Departure for Bengal 
We have received and forwarded to him the Commission you have been pleased 
to grant him as Major of Bengal. 

When We had under consideration the sending down the above Detachment, 
Colonel Lawrence, desirous of exerting himself whenever the service may require, 
offered to take the command of it, but when We considered the imhealthyness 
of the Bengal climate at that season, his time of life and state of health. We 
thought the chance of his surviving it greatly against him, and therefore desired 
he would waive his motion. He again offered his service when the grand 
pedition was on foot, but for the same reasons added to others which will ap ' ■ 
on our Minutes of Consultation W e desired he w'ould decline it ; and in cas 
\yar w’ith France, he is to take the command in your garrison of Fort St. 
during Colonel Clive’s absence. 




COLONEL CLIVE’S CORRESPONDENCE. 
Military Sundry Book No. 10, 1756 to 1758. 


No. 1.] To R-u.m JIanickciiukd, December 15lli, 1756. 

Upon iny arrival in these parts from Madrass, I was informed that you had 
shown a great friendship and regard for the Englisli Company, for which I 
write to return you thanks. I doubt not hut as you have hitherto profess’d a 
desire to serve the Company, you will at tliis time, when their affairs most 
require it, retain the same di.siiosition in their favour. 


No. 2.3 R.uajj MANicKCiirND to Coi.o.vr. 1 . Cuve, December IBtb, 1756. 

Your obliging and friimdly letter I h.avc receiv'd, which has given me the 
greatest satisfaction. Your great .nhilitics and dignity I was before well in- 
formed of, and I .•jjnpcroly rejoice to hear of your safe arrival in these parts. 
You tell me that you have heard of my rcg.ard and friendly inclinations for the 
welfare of the English Company: had there been another man among the 
English iin.«ses.s’d of your qualifications, their affairs wotild never have been in 
the condition to which they arc now reduced. The causes of the misfortunes 
which had befallen the Cojupany's settlements you will learn from their former 
agents, iily conduct in them you must have already known, as well as my 
disposition for peace and quiet which 1 have solely in view. Tour letter has 
dclcrmined me more than ever in the .s.ame sentiments, and in my desire of 
serving the Company which I shall continue to do to the utmost of my power. 
Eadaliisscn Mullick, a m.-m of trust whom I have sent to you, will impart to 
you some further jiarticulans which I recommend to your attentive considera- 
tion, See., of which you will juakc such use as will he most agreeable to the 
interest of the Company. To appease dissontions and to settle troubles arc the 
duties of a great man : to nu’se combustions is the part of mean and bad dis- 
positions. 


No. 3.3 To M.\NicKCiiUNn, December Hist, 17.56. 

I have receiv’d your friendly letter, and been very particularly acquainted 
by Endakissen of your intention to serve the Company in the advice you offer 
to terminate everything in a peaceable in.anncr. I send you by Radakissen 3 
letters to the Nabob Simja Dowl.n, one from Salabut Jung, one from the Gov- 
ernor of Chinajiatam, and one from my.self ; copy of the latter I enclose to you. 
After reading these letters it will be the Nabob’s own fault if the troubles of this 
country should begin again, and, be worse than ever. I shall be very ready to 
listen to such terms os arc consistent with the welfare, honor, and reputation of 
the Company and English nation, and I make no doubt, agreeably to the promise 
you have often made, that your interest will not be wanting at Court to settle 
all these things in a jieaccablo way, which will gain you great honor. Write 
me often of your health. 

No. 4.3 Rajah Manickchond to Colonel Clive, Dcoembor 28rd, 1756. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your most friendly letter. To hear you 
are in good health gives me the sinccrcst pleasure. Your sending a copy of your 
address to the Nabob enclos’d in your letter to mo for my perusal I esteem as 
an instance of your friendsbip. Einding in it many improper expressions, and- 
concluding that by sending me the copy of the letter you wish to know my senti- 
ments upon it, I have, therefore, made some alterations in it and return it entrust- 
ed to Radakissen Mullick, who will deliver it to you. You will write your letter 
after that form, and despatch it again to me, and I will forward it to the Nabob. 
You write that you are desirous of peaceable measures. I likewise desire it, as 
nothing is better than peace to take away every cause of ill-will or contention, 
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This is the part of a good man. For the rest you will ho inform’d from Rada- 
Idssen of my further sentiments. You write besides that you send three letters 
for the Nabob, one from yourself, one from Diephad Doula, one from Alii 
Verdi Oawn. Two of these I have receiv’d,- but that from Alii Verdi Cawn is 
missing ; perhaps by some mistalce it may not have been sent. This I have 
thought proper to advise you of. I hope you will continue to inform me of 
your health, and look upon mo as your real well-wisher. 


Copy of a form of a Letter from Colonel Clive to the Nabob sent by Manickciiond enclos’d 

in the foregoing letter. 

The Sacred and Godlike Prince, the Nabab Salahat Jung Bahador, His 
Excellency of the Rank of Ameers Alliverdi Oawn Bahador, the Prince of Arcot, 
and His Excellency the Governor of Oliinapatam, have v/rote to you upon the 
subject of our affairs, which you will understand from their letters. You may 
already have heard that there are forces arrived in Bengali, and such as both in 
valour and experience never came into the country before. I hope you will 
consider this, and that by doing good to the English you will do good to and 
establish the trade of your own country. Thus far let us obtain your favour 
that the English may obtain restitution of all their losses at Calcutta, Cossim- 
bazar, and their other factories, and that by your favour they may again he ad- 
mitted to remain in your dominions and to trade as formerly ; that your lenity 
to your subjects may he known through the world, and your people may bless 
your Government, under which they enjoy so much happiness and tranquility. 
In war God is the disposer of victory, but there must bo a loss of soldiers on 
both sides, and the whole nation must be involved in the calamity. It is the 
praise of great men to behave with generosity and forgiveness to those who 
have offended them. 


No. 5.3 To Rajah Maniokohond, December 26fcl), 1756. 

I have rec^ your letter with the form enclos’d for a letter to the Nabob. I 
am very sensible of your friendship and kind intentions in sending me the latter 
which I liave read, but am sorry, consistently with my duty to the Company 
or their honour, I cannot accept of your advice in wi’iting to the Nabob a letter 
couch’d in such a style, which, however proper it might have been before the 
taking of Calcutta, would but ill-suit with the present time, when we are 
come to demand satisfaction for the injuries done us by the Nabob, not to en- 
treat his favour, and with a force which we think .sufficient to vindicate our 
claim. 

Alliverdi Cawn’s letter went by a former conveyance which I have taken 
notice of in mine to the Nabob. 


No. 6.] To the Nabob Munsor-tjl-mumalik Sihaja Doola, Shah, Kooli Catvn, Bahadbe 

Hybut Jbmg, December 26th, 1 756. 

Salabat Jung, the Nabob of Arcot and the Governor of Chinapatam have 
wrote to Your Excellency about our affairs, the Nabob of Arcot’s letter is gone 
by a former conveyance.. This note I send you by the means of Rajah Manick- 
chund. Your Excellency will hear from others what force is come to Bengali, 
such a force was never seen before in your province. When Your Excellency 
comes to hear all these things and to consider seriously of them, I hope you 
will have so great a regard for yourself, for us, and for the trade of your province, 
as to give the Company full satisfaction for all the losses they have lately sus- 
tained by the taking of Oossimbazar, Calcutta, and all other factories belong- 
ing to the English in Bengali. 

I know you are a great Prince and a great warrior. I likewise for these ten 
-years past have been constantly fighting in tliese parts, and it has pleased God 
-Almighty always to make me successful!, tlie like success may attend me in 
■Bengali, it may attend Your Excellency. Why should the soldiers on either 
side run the risque of war, when all tilings may be made -up in a friendly 
manner by restoring to the Company and to the poor inhabitants w'hat they 
have been plundered. 
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Jfo. 7.] To Nizr AllTj -December 5i6tb, 176G. 

It gives me groat pleasure to hear by your vackoel that you are in health; 
at the same lime I cannot help expressing my concern for your being so great 
a sufferer in these parts. 

Your sufferings cannot be greater than those of the English ; however 
(thank God) there is now a prospect of gaining ample satisfaction for all our 
losses. 

Your vackecl will be able to inform you what great things the English have 
done in other parts, and I am hopefull the force we have brought will enable 
us to do the like here, especially if we are so fortunate as to have your assist- 
ance. 

I shall always be ready to enter into any proposals that may be for your 
service, and beg you will fully explain to mo w^hat you think is proper to be 
done to that end. 

"Write mo of your health, &c. 


1^0. 8.] To Il.iJiiii MA^'^CKCIUJ^•D, Jnnnnry Stb, 1757. 

It is a long time since I had the plc.nsurc of hearing from you and of learn- 
in" the news of your ho.ilth which has given mo great concern. 

From the past ])i‘0cpcdings you must be sensible that we are not diffident 
in courage, nor do wc want tlic strongest incitements to it from the injuries we 
have receiv’d. Your good sense and knowledge will make it unnecessary to 
observe that what has happen’d hitherto is very trifling, and that we cannot rest 
satisfied with the bare walls of Calcutta. Wc are come hither for satisfaction 
and redress of our wrongs, and I hope you will continue to shew yourself that 
friend to the English, which you have been so long esteemed, in making use of 
your interest, and that of your friends that wc may obtain justice. I need not 
repent our demands, which you are already well acquainted with. Should the 
Eabob refuse to listen to the terms wc have proposed, it will occasion the 
utmost trouble in his cotintry, and produce a terrible scene of confusion. Nor 
can it but be hurtfull to the Nabob himself, for victory depends noton numbers 
but the will of rrovidcnce. A wise and prudent man such as you are should 
endeavour beforehand to prevent things from coming to such extremities as may 
induce fresh enemies to rise up against the Nabob, whom the dread of his 
power now keeps quiet. 

I shall be glad to know whether the letters which were sent to the Nabob 
arrived or not, no answer having been made to any of them. 


jfo. 9 .] To JuGO.\T Seat, January Stb, 1767. 

As you arc a very great merchant and a man of much reputation and 
interest with the Nabob, I write you this letter of friendship that you may 
endeavour to settle all affairs for your Alaster’s interest, your onm, and the 
Company’s. You must have heard that we have shown no want of courage on 
the Cormandcl Coast, and we have much stronger reasons to exert ourselves 
upon this occasion when wo have been so mucb injured by tbe Nabob. I depend 
upon your using your interest and endeavour to prevail upon the Nabob to 
give us satisfaction for our losses, by which means you will prevent the pro- 
vince from being ruined. 

I shall be glad to hear of your health, '&c. 


jfo, 10.] To CojA TVazid, January 8th, 1757. 

From your letter to Major Kilpatrick I understand that you are appre- 
hensive, some malicious persons have been endeavouring to depreciate your 
character with the Company’s agents at this place. I have never heard any 
one say you was an enemy to tbe English. I am sure it is not for, your interest 
to be so.. You have always been esteem’d amongst our most hearty friends, nor 
do I doubt but you will use all your interest with the Nabob that these troubles 
may be ended by a pcacable and happy accomodation. 
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No. 11.] Com Wazid to .Colonel Clive, .January lOlh, 1757. 

I have reo^ your obliging letter, the purport of wliicli I have attentively 
consider’d. The letter which you wrote to the Seats I have deliver’d to 
their vaokeel, who has forwarded it to Maxadavad ; an answer to it you will 
receive by their men. I wrote a letter to the Major sometime ago, the con- 
tents of which you are without doubt acquainted with. I shall be very glad to 
have an answer to it. "When I receive the answer and am made acquainted with 
your demands I will represent them to the Nabob, and you may be assured of 
my interest and all the assistance I can give in getting them complied with. 
When I know the Nabob’s pleasure in this affair I will let you know it. Be 
assured of my earnest desire to see you, and in the meantime I beg I may be 
favour’d with your correspondence. 

P.iS. — ^Though. I have always been a well-wisher and an old friend of the 
English Company, yet no person has been so great a sufferer in the late dis- 
turbances as I am. Notwithstanding which I still look upon your interest as 
my own. When I have your answer to this letter I will use my utmost en- 
deavours with the Nabob for the success of your affairs, and will acquaint you 
with his determination. Look upon me always as your steadfast and true 
friend and let me obtain your favour. 


No. 12.] JoQGAT Seat to Colonel Clivk, Janu-iry 14th, 1757. 

Your favour I have with great pleasure receiv’d, and give due attention to 
the contents. Tou are pleas’d to say that the Nabob listens to what I may re- 
commend, and hope I will exert myself for your good and the general benefit 
of the country. My business is that of a merchant, and probably what I may 
recommend in that way he may give ear to. You have acted the very reverse 
part and possess’d yourselves of Calcutta by force, after which you have 
taken and destroyed the city of Hughley, and by all appearances you seem 
to have no design but that of fighting. In what manner then can I intro- 
duce an application for accomodating matters between the Nabob and you. 
What your intentions are it is impossible to find out from these acts of hosti- 
lity. Put a stop to this conduct and let me. know what your demands are. 
You may then depend upon it. I will use my interest with the Nabob to finish 
these troubles. How can you expect that the Nabob can pass by or overlook 
your conduct in pretending to take up arms against the Prince or Subah of 
the country. Weigh this within yourself. 


No. 13.] CojA Wazid to Colonel Clive, January 17th, 1757. 

I have already replied to your letter which I hope you have receiv’d. 
Sometime before that I wrote the Major a letter with many particulars, and 
desired him to give you a perusal of it, but as I have never receiv’d any answer 
I apprehend that letter miscarried. I have always harbour’d in my breast 
a particular regard for the English Company, for which reason and for the in- 
terest and benefit of your nation settled here, I have desired Mr. Renault, the 
Director of Ghandemagore, to endeavour accomodating matters between the 
Nabob and the English. Mr. Renault will inform you more particularly. Please 
to consider and weigh with yourself what the consequence of a continuance of 
the present differences may be to the Company’s affairs and their future welfare, 
and whether it would not be more, for their interest to put an end to these 
troubles by an amicable composition. When you have maturely consider’d 
upon this, let me have your answer and proposals as expeditiously as possible, 
and you may assure yourself I shall not be wanting in, my endeavours in con- 
junction with Juggat Seat to adjust matters as much for the good and advantage 
of the English Company and their servants as we can. 


No. 14.] To.Sbat Mahtab Rat AND ’Mahrajah Seroop Chund, Januaiy 21sf:; 1757. .• 

I have receiv’d the letter which you did me the honour to write, and have 
communicated the contents to the Governor and Council of Calcutta. 



It is with great pleasure I Hud you so ready to make use your interest with 
tho Nahol) to come into terms of accomodation, and to settle the troubles of 
this country. It would he but repeating to you wdiat you have heard/rom all 
mouths, the devastation and ruin committed by Siraja Doula on the English. 
It would be unfolding a tale too horrible to repeat if I was to relate to you the 
horrid cruelties and barbarities inflicted upon an unfortunate people to whom 
tho Kahob in a great part owes tho riches and grandeur of his province. No 
less than 120 people, the grc.atcst part of whom were gentlemen of family and 
distinction being put to an ignominious death in one night, and. in such a 
manner as was quite inconsistent with the character of a man of courage or 
humanity, sucli as I have alw.ays heard the Nabob represented to be, and for 
this reason I believe it must have been done without his knowledge. Under 
fhese circumstances how can you expect wo should any longer defer our resent- 
ment. Did we not send many letters to the N.abob in expectation that he 
would have sent answers thereto .and complied with our just demands ? Did we 
not wait many days at I'tilta without committing hostilities? Did not the 
Governor of Ihidjljudgo fii-st declare war against the English by firing upon 
the King's ships ? "What could we do but resent such treatment ! Notwith- 
standing these just reasons of complaint you will find us ready to conclude 
such a peace as I think both for the interest of the Nabob and of the Company, 
to which purpose I send you enclos’d proposals on which wo are willing to 
treat. As you are a man of sense, you will easily see the justice of our 
demands, and use yotir interest with the N.abob to induce him to comply with 
them. In so doing you will get tho name of a patriot and prevent the country 
froih being made a scene of ruin and destruction. Tou should consider that 
the English are a great nation, and that a King reigns over them not inferior 
in power to the Padsha himself. ‘What resentment will not His Imperial 
M.^jesty express when he comes to hear of the death of so many of his faithful 
subjects? You .should likewise consider that the great Commander of his 
llajcsty's ship is sent to roprasent him in person, and that I have the 
same power, as the King of England’s officer, and have my commission signed 
by his own hand. I hope you will not think me vain in telling you that 
we have had as powerful enemies as tho Nabob to deal with upon the 
Coast of Cormandel and been attended with success ; the like may h.appen here. 
However I hope the Nabob will not reduce us to the cruel necessity of trying 
our strength, for after all success depends upon God alone, who will aid and 
assist the injured. 


No. 15.] To CoJA Wazw, Jniiuary SIfI, 1757. 

I have receiv’d both your letters and I do assure you I look upon you as 
a good friend and well-wisher to the English, and shall always be glad of an 
opportunity of doing you all tbc service in my ])Ower. It was with great 
concern I heard of your losses at llugblcy, which I know must be very consi- 
derable, but I do assure you what was done there was not meant against you, 
but against the city of Ilughley in revenge for the ruin of Calcutta. Tou know 
very well with wliat barbarous circumstances tbc destruction of that place 
was attended, and it was resolved before we left Chinapatam that that city 
should fall a sacrifice. 

The letter you mention to have wrote to Major Kilpatrick neither he 
nor I have scon, so believe it must have misenrriod. 

You have doubtless heard of what w’o have done upon the Coast of Cor- 
raandcl. Tl’^hat numerous and powcrfull enemies wo have always had to en- 
counter, and yet wo have been constantly successful!, which will lead you to 
consider, of the fatal consequences that may attend a war in this country, espe- 
cially if any other enemy should rise up and join us against the Nabob, which 
it will be in his power to prevent by listening to our proposals, which I enclose 
for your perusal ; and I hope you will use your interest with the Nabob to 
induce him to comply with them, and bring this matter to a happy conclusion, 
and the Nabob shall find the English his friends instead^ of enemies, ready to 
join him and fight for him against all the disturbers of his country. 

I cannot upon many accounts approve of the intervention of the Erench 
in these aflfairs. Your integrity and friendship I can safely rely on, and beg, 
that you and the Seats will be mediators between the Nabob and us. 


6 


Wol i6.] Propbsals to the Nabob enclosed in the two foregoing letters. 

That the Nahob cause satisfaction to ho made to the Company, to the 
English and all other inhabitants under their .protection, for all the losses they 
have sustained, by the captures of Calcutta, Cossimbazar, and all their other out- 
settlements ; that he cause restitution to be made of all; goods, effects, merchan- 
dize, &c., seiz’d at the different aurungs, 

£ftd . — That he put the Company in full possession of all the countries, 
villages, priviledges, ’&c., granted them by the Royal phirmaund. . 

3rd . — ^That he suffer the English to secure and fortify themselves in their 
own possessions in such manner as not to be liable to the like misfortunes in 
future. 

That he suffer the Company to erect a Mint in Calcutta, endow’d 
with the same priviledges with the Mint at Muxadavad, and that if tlie rupees 
of Calcutta be of eq(uai weight and fineness with those of Muxadavad they may 
pass current without any deduction of batta. 


No. 17.] CojA. Wazid to CoLONBL CuvB, January 24tb, 1757. 

Your obliging favour and the paper Containing your proposals arrived 
together with yourletter to the Seats hy the means of tlie Frencli Director. The 
purport I have duly consider’d. For what you are so kind as to write concern- 
ing my losses and the destrucitiou of my house at Hughley I can assure you 
I have no concern upon that account, but am very well satisfied as these acci- 
dents and acts of violence are unavoidable betwixt enemies. But wliere they 
happen amohgst 'friends they must be ascribed to the will of Providence : these 
evils will in the end be changed to good. I thank God I have never deviated 
in any one instance from those sentiments of friendship I have always profess’d 
for the English. Demand of any of the Company’s agents that are with you, 
adjure them by the name of the Prophet Jesus to declare whether I have ever 
injured the Company in any respect whatsoever, or whether I have not always 
favored and befriended them whenever dt lay in thy power. I have ever 'been 
their friend and well-wisher, and the great trouble and concern I have had 
lately in their affairs God best knows. I have done everything in my power, 
and beyond that I am not accountable. In whatever manner I act I find myself 
involved in the greaitest di&bulties, for to give you my own opinion in the way 
of friendship, I run the risque of having my intentions misconstrued, and oT 
ur^ng anything that may be disagreeable to your sentiments. If I write any- 
thing as from the Nabob it may he a means of occasioning the entire turn of 
your affairs, and my endeavours be thus render’d ineffectual. In such a case I 
am at a loss how to act : you are a man of experience and prudence. Weir'll 
well this affair and write me what you think the most proper expedient to be 
taken. I shall never be wanting in doing everything to the best of my power, 
that my character may suffer no imputation. For other matters I recommend 
you to the Director s letter. "Cpon receipt of his answer whatever may be 
necessary for.your information I will write you. 


Roy Rungeet to Colonel Clive, January 28th, 1757. 

Juggat Seat, Mahtab Ray, and Maraja Seroop Chund, my masters, have sent 
me in their stead to attend the Nabob, and I am now with him in his camp. 
Coja Petruse is arrived here and from his discourse it appears that the Nabob 
is a stranger to your demands, and that you are equally unacquainted with the 
Nabob’s pleasure. If you listen to the advices of such people as would per- 
suade you to violent and hostile measures, the consequence will be the ruin of 
the country, the lives of many people, the stoppage of the Company’s business 
and the trade of other merchants. For this reason it is I . write to you if vour 
intentions are to establish the trade of the Company on its former footino*, 
send a person of trust and confidence with an address to the Nabob in com- 
pany with Coja Petruse, and when we are acquainted with ,your demands, my- 
self and Raija Doolubram, who is at the head of the Nabob’s affairs, will lay 
them before the Nabob, and endeavour toiprevail-upon him to grant you resti- 
tution of the Company’s factory at Cossimbazar andielsewhere. This will be fop. 
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the general good of the country, for the advantage of the Company's affairs, 
for the benefit of every trading man (who must suffer by these ti’oubles) nnd 
will give my masters particular satisfaction. Whatever service I can be of to 
your affairs I shall look upon in, the same right with my own concerns, and 
therefore I trouble you with this letter as a mark of my good intention for your 
cause. What else is necessary for your information you will know from Goja 
Petruse. The letter which you wrote for my masters I have forwarded to 
Musadavad. The Nabob this morning sent you a perwannah, for which reason 
I have not applied for another, as soon as your address to. the Nabob arrives 
I will acquaint you with his answer. 


OMiOHnjTD to Colonel Clive, January 28th, 1767. 

. God be prais’d that, Calcutta is again restored to its former, splendor by 
your liappy arrival. Most fortunate is their lot who serve you, but how unr 
happy is mine who am secluded from your presence by my confinement which 
you must be acquainted with. I hope that when I shall have the honour to be 
call’d to attend you I shall be able to find means to procure my liberty. At 
pi’esent I understand I lie under your displeasure by means of some evil persons 
who have misreported me to you. But I doubt not of being able to wipe off this 
stain. I have made it the subject of my constant devotions that God would 
bring back my masters into the country. God has granted my prayers. How 
little I am deserving of blame will be evident when I appear before you and 
then I shall have justice done me. A man who can wish ill to those from 
whom he receives his bread will be branded with ignominy in the world. How 
can he hope for success or happiness. God grant that I may get free from my 
confinement that I may throw myself at your feet and lay my whole conduct 
before you, who will grant me justice, and then I shall be deliver’d from all my 
misfortunes. 

JP.S.—l desire Major Kilpatrick to accept of my humble respect. 


To the Nabob, &c., J.’inuary SOtb, 1767. 

I wrote Tour Excellency a letter some time ago to which you have not yet 
been pleased to send me an answer. No doubt Tour Excellency has been in- 
formed that I am Gommander-in-Cbief of the land forces, and that 1 am the 
King of England’s ofl5cer. In future the Admiral and I shall address Tour Excel- 
lency jointly in all affairs relating to the interest and welfare of the Company, 
and in a day or two shall send you some proposals, the purport of which will be 
to settle peace in your dominions, and to request some favours of Tour Excel- 
lency for the benefit of the Company. 

Tour Excellency well knows what great hardships and immense losses the 
English have suffered through your displeasure. As you are a great soldier you 
must be likewise a man of great justice, for the one is insepperable from the 
other ; and I am sure your goodness and equity as well as affection for your poor 
unhappy subjects will induce you to give the Company satisfaction for their 
losses. Though I have been a soldier many years, and it has pleas’d Providence 
always to bless me with success on the Coast, I had much rather the Company 
should be indebted to your generosity for the restitution of them affairs than 
to the force of arms. 

I hope Tour Excellency will weigh and consider this affair, and by your 
kindness to the English make them your friends instead of your enemies, by 
which means you shall always find them ready to join and support you against 
all such as dare to disturb the peace of your province. 


To Rtjngeet Roy, January 80th, 1767. 

I have receiv’d your letter by Coja Petruse. Tour conduct in end^vour- 
ing to settle peace in the province shews you to be a man of sense, acting for 
the interest of trade, the Nabob, and the Company. 1 have wrote aletter to the 
Nabob, which ought to give him satisfaction, and persuade ^him. to consent to 
.the proposal which the Admiral and .myself shall make him in a day or two. 
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We shall send Coja Petruse and a trusty person with them. If these proposals 
are not consented I can call God to witness it will not be my fault that the 
province he ruined, as I had rather owe the.success and welfare of the Company 
to the Nabob’s justice, so am I determined if that justice be denied me to 
establish the English by force of arms, or fall a sacrifice to the Nabob’s dis- 
pleasure, which ought not to have fallen on a whole nation for the sake of any 
private injury. 

I have receiv’d no letter yet from the Nabob which has given me much 
concern, as he has wrote to the Admiral. 


Nabob to Colonei, Clive, January 30tb, 1757. 

The letter you wrote me I have received and take proper notice of the 
contents. Tou write that you desire to have matters accomodated and to live in 
good understanding with me. To have reparation for ilio Company’s losses assure 
yourself I will make no scruple of complying with the demand, I find it is 
both our intentions that measures for the Company’s losses, the country’s good, 
and the safety of the inhabitants should be pursued. Therefore send a person 
of entire trust and confidence with orders and power to treat upon these 
affairs. Tou may send such a person without being under any apprehensions of 
his safety. Tou may depend upon my giving a currency to the Company’s 
business at all their factories upon its former footing. I make no doubt things 
will be soon accomodated upon your sending such a person. The manner and 
time of restoring the Company’s losses shall be settled : this I hope you will 
agree to. ■ I know you are a soldier and as such I should chuse to be your 
friend. If you are willing to make up these troubles and will live in friendship 
with me I shall never be wanting on my part to forward your Company’s busi- 
ness, and to shew their servants my favour upon all occasions. To render 
justice and to study the good of my country and tenants are what I am desir- 
ous of. This is what I have always had at heart ; for this reason God has 
always bless’d me with success. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, February let, 1767. 

Tour plundering Hughley was not like merchants. Many goods have been 
destroy’d and lost. 1 am likewise arrived at Hughley and purpose to march 
forwards. Now if you want to have the trade of the country and the Company’s 
business restored to its former currency, send a person of trust to me who may 
confer with me upon these matters. I will allow you the same freedom in 
Calcutta and your other factories as you enjoy’d formerly, if you are willing to 
trade again in the country, and make peace with me. As soon as this conference 
is finished I will restore to you all your losses. Tou know very well that what 
plunder falls into the hands of soldiers in war cannot be restored. But let 
there he peace^ and friendship between us, and I will certainly allow you some- 
thing in consideration of those losses. Tou too have the principles of religion 
to guide you. Tou know peace is better than war. Whether the Company’s 
business shall fiorish or fall is in your own power : therefore I have sent you 
these two words to prevent further trouble. 


Ebngeex Rot to Colonel Clive, February 1st, 1757. 

Tour favour in answer to my letter I have receiv’d, the particulars likewise 
which you imparted^ to ^Coja Petruse I am- acquainted with. Tour address to 
the Nabob I have deliver’d, the answer to it you will receive from Coja Petruse. 
The Nabob express’d great satisfaction in reading your address. I hope you will 
send a person of trust hither with your proposals. By God’s assistance I will 
get that business transacted with the Nabob and send you advice of it. On the 
success of this affair the quiet of the country, the currency of the Company’s 
business and the freedom of trade in general depend, and the fiames of war will 
be extinguished. I have never been nor ever will be wanting in doing what 
lies in my power for the service of the Company. Tour messenger returns 
with a chubdar and a dustich which will be delivered to you when the 
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person "whoui you shall send arrives. I shall have the charge of his introduc- 
tion to the Nabob and his dismission. Do not apprehend that any of the people 
'about the Nabob will do anything to the prejudice of yonr aifaii's. I shall 
exert myself as far as in my power in your business as a thing that will be 
most acceptable to my masters, Juggat Seat and Maharajah, and I hope with 
success. Coja Petruse arriving late, three perwannahs wei’e sent to him by 
Kallichurn Pammon to he delivered with you, which by this time he must have 
done. Other particulars you will learn from Ooja Petruse himself. Perwannahs 
have been already sent to three gentlemen. I must trouble you to acquaint me 
if there is a necessity for sending another perwannah, or for my writing to any 
other person, and it shall be done. 


To tiie Nabob, February 8rd, 1767. 

The two letters which Your Excellency favour’d me with I have received 
which gave me much pleasure. You ask whether we chuse to have war or 
peace, kly inclinations are rather to obtain peace from your favour; none but 
bad men can wish for war : my views are quite for the reverse : nothing can 
equal the pleasure which I received from the favourable sentiments expressed 
in Your Excellency’s letter. I thank God that I have found you so graciously 
inclined. I shall send a relation of ray own and another person tomorrow 
morning to confer with Your Excellency about our affairs, who will fully ex- 
plain to you my inclinations, and may advise me in return of your pleasure. 
The proposals they shall make to you I hope will meet with your concurrence. 
I esteem Your Excellency in the place of my father and mother, and myself as 
your son, and should think myself happy to lay down my life for the preserva- 
tion of yours. 


The Nabob to Colonel Cuve, February 8rd, 1757. 

This place being unfit for encamping my army, for this reason my forces 
have marched forward and are encamped in Omichund’s garden. Let not this 
give you any uneasiness. Your business is with me. Rest contented and send 
me your relation and the other person whom you shall depute to settle affairs 
with me as soon as possible. I swear by God and his prophet that no evil 
shall happen to them. Let them fairly represent your demands to me, and I 
will grant them. I have given orders to all the Jemaidars that they commence 
no disturbance. Do not you be under any apprehension on this account but 
send away the. deputies to me with safety. 


Rungeet Roy to Colonel Cuve, February 8rd, 1757. 

The address which you wrote this day to the Nabob by Ooja Petruse is 
arrived ; the answer you will receive from Coja Petruse. The Nabob has sent 
you a present of turnips and flowers by the same person. The Commanders 
of the array encamped this day in Omichund’s garden. I hope you are under 
no apprehension on this account. Rest satisfied and send away the two 
deputies, but do not insist upon any great point which I cannot venture to lay 
before the Nabob. My view is to get a free currency for the Company’s trade 
and that of other merchants. Eor this purpose I am now with the Nabob. I 
have constantly addressed him upon tliis subject and have disposed the Nabob 
to comply with your demands. God grant that the Company’s business may 
be renewed in this country. 

Tlie Nabob’s letter to you is writing and will be sent to you immediately. 


Tlie Nabob to Colonel Clive, February ith, 1757. 

I have with pleasure receiv’d your letter and observe the contents. You 
have done well in appointing the two deputies to come to^ me, whom you inay 
send in safety, that 1 may be acquainted from them with your demands, and 
, with whatever else they may have to confer with me upon. When this con- 
ference is finished I will certainly agree to your proposals. 


0 
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To the Nabob, February '41h, 1757. 

I have receiv’d -with pleasure. Your Excellency’s letter. ^ According to your 
desire I have sent the two deputies to attend you with Ooja Petruse and the 
chuhdar. My demands you will he made acquainted with from the deputies, 
which I hope will meet with a ready compliance from your justice. By this 
your goodness will he publish’d to all the world and I ‘Shall acquire universal 
honour. I live in your country and under your protection, and I hope I shall 
he able to drive away all your enemies, and for this I desire I may obtain your 
favour. 


To BiDNGebt Roy, February 4tb, 1757. 

I have receiv’d both your favours, which gave me much pleasure. You 
acquaint me that I may send the two deputies in safety, that their reception 
and dismission is to be in your charge. Agreeably to what you write I send my 
own relation and another person upon this business. I expect that whatever 
they shall impart to you you will represent to the Nabob and obtain his con- 
sent to our proposals. Your Master’s good intentions will be remembered by 
the Company as long as it subsists. 1 have sent the deputies as you desired. 


To Omichund, February 4th, 1757. 

Your letter I have receiv’d and observe the contents. I never pay any 
regard to the reports of false and designing persons. I have been told many 
idle stories to which I give no credit. As soon as you are at liberty to come to 
me you shall have justice done you : if you can obtain permission come with- 
out fear. 


From Rungbbt Roy, February. 6th, 1767. 

I thought that the English were always faithf ull to their words and agree- 
ments, for which reason I interposed in your affairs with the Nabob and dismiss’d 
your deputies who could not properly settle the business on which they 
came, therefore I wrote to you desiring that you would send a paper containing 
your demands which I would prevail upon the Nabob to sign. The Nabob 
agrees to give you hack Calcutta with all the priviledges, the phirmaund, and 
whatever goods you lost at Cossimhazar or elsewhere, and will grant you permis- 
sion to coin siccas in your Mint at Calcutta or Allenagur, and that you may maVe 
what fortifications you think proper in Calcutta. Your conduct yesterday 
morning greatly annoyed me and put me to sbame before the Nabob. What 
pass’d between the Nabob and myself Coja Petruse will inform you : what has 
happen’d will occasion no difference in this affair. If you want to accommodate 
matters send a letter to the Nabob with your proposals, and I will get them 
signed and send them hack to you, with a sirpah, elephant, and jewells. After 
this the Nabob will decamp and march to Muxadavad. If you think war 
necessary acquaint me sincerely with your intentions, and I will acquit myself 
of any further trouble in these affairs. 


To the Nabob. 

I sent two gentlemen to treat with you about a peace at Nahobgunge, 
where, by your letters and the promise from your own mouth to Coja Petruse, I 
expected they would have met you, instead of which they found.you in Calcutta, 
^’his action sufficiently shews you meant only to amuse me, but did I want 
further evidence your firing in your march upon my people, your burning 
the town, and the disrespect shewn to my deputies, put it out of all doubt that 
you intended to carry on the war. I therefore made a tour through your 
camp to shew you what I was capable of effecting. I cautiously hurt none hut 
those that oppo.se me. If you still think meanly of my » * * * * 

of a soldier, that I shall shortly receive a supply of English soldiers equal to my 
present number. If these should not he sufficient for to procure us satisfaction 
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from you, lot me further assure you that -when the great King of England shall 
have heard of the treatment his subjects have rec^. in this kingdom he will 
most eortainly send forces sufTicicnt to destroy the whole province if satisfac- 
tion cannot be had fi*om your own justice. I hope you will again consider of 
the matter and resolve to comply with my reasonable demands. My regard for 
your people, for my own nation, and for mankind in general makes me wish for 
peace. If we must continue in war 1 call all men to witness that it is not my 
fault. 


To tlio Nabob, Februarj' 7th, 1757. 

The proposals ! have enclos’d in this letter for Your Excellency’s perusal- 
I am come into this country for peace and not for war which will evidently 
appear from these proposals. I hope Your Excellency will rectify them in the 
most solemn manner, putting your hand and seal to them as likewise the hands 
and seals of your principal oflienrs. It gives me great concern that I am come 
into this country ns an enemy. I had rather have come as a friend in which 
light I heg you will look upon me and as a real well-wisher to your service. 


Copy of the propopals rent to the Nabob by Colonel Clive, February 7th, 1757. 

1. That the Company he not molested upon acconnt of such priviledges 
as have been granted them by the King’s phirmnund and Eushul Hookum, and 
that the phirmnund, Ilushul llookum remain in full force; that the villages 
were granted to the Company by the phirmnund, hut detained from 

I • • • ■ c « 

• t » » * « « 

2. That all goods belonging to the English Company, and having their 
duslick, do pass freely by land or l)y water in Bengal, Behnr, and Orissa, with- 
out paying any duties or fees of any kind whatsoever, and that the Zemindars, 
Chokeydars, Guzerdars,* &c., offer them no kind of molestation upon this account. 

3. That restitution ho made the Company of their factories and settlements 
at Calcutta, Cossimhazar, Dacca, &c., which have been taken from them; that 
all money and elfccts taken from the English Company, their factors and 
dependents at the several settlements and aurangs he restored in the same con- 
dition ; that an equivalent in money be given for such goods as are damaged, 
plundered or lo.st, which shall ho loft to the Nabob's justice to determine. 

4 . That the Company he allowed to fortify Calcutta in such a manner as 
they shall esteem proper for their defence without any hindrance or obstruc- 
tion. 

5., That sicc.ns ho coin’d at Allenagur, Calcutta, in the same manner as at 
Muxadavad, and that if the money struck in Calcutta ho of equal weight and 
fineness mlh that of Muxadavad there he no demand made for a deduction of 
hatta. 

C. That these proposals ho ratified in the strongest manner, in the pre- 
sence of God and his prophet, and sign’d and seal’d by the Nabob and some 
of his principal people. 

7. And Admiral Charles Watson and Colonel Clive promise in behalf of 
the English Nation and of the English Company that from henceforth all 
hostilities shall cease in Bengal, and the English will observe general peace and 
friendship with the Nabob, as * * * * . * 

To Rbkoeet Rov, February 7th, 1757. 

I have receiv’d your letter. I am sure you will not think me guilty of a 
breach of promise when you have read the letter which I have wrote the 
Nalwh: the breach of promise -was on the Nabob’s side. I return you many 
thanks for the zeal you have shewn the English, and am well convinc’d of your 
sincerity. A further proof of it will he getting the proposals I have sent the 
Nabob sign’d and seal’d immediately in the manner mention’d in the propo- 
sals. As soon as this is done all hostilities shall cease, and I assure you there shall 
be no more troubles from the English in the country. You mention a present 


c % 



* A collector of tolls at ferries. 
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of a sirpaTr,* &e., to be giren me by the Nabob. Whatever is 'done of that sort ! 
desire may be conferr’d upon the Admiral and myself jointly ‘ Be assured of 
my friendship and good inclinations tovrards ypu, and write me often of your 
health. . . . . . ■ 


From Rungeet Roy, February 8th, 1577. ' 

I have rec’d. your favour which has given me great pleasure. The address 
which you wrote to the Nabob he has received. The proposals which you sent 
the Munshee had virote altogether, but I have separated them and have sent 
them to you by Coja Petruse in the same manner that'they are to be counter- 
signed by the Nabob. My part I have done in this , business, and I: hope’ that 
you on yours will, send the proposals back wrote out fair, to the end that these 
troubles may be concluded. After the manner of .the form which I have sent, 
the Nabob will sign and seal to the proposals and send them * , . * . ■ 

They may be sign’d and seal’d after the form above mentioned and the 
Nabob will send you a sirpah, &c., and march back to Muxadavad. What could 
be expected from me I have done, the rest remains with you. Let not any one 
ruin this business and put me to shame. The copy of the articles shall certainly 
be inserted in the publick books, and whenever your Vacquel comes- to the 
Nabob I am ready to grant him all the assistance in my power, which shall 
never be wanting. You may send any one in that employ with security. 


Agreement sent by the Nabob to be signed and seaVd by the Governor and 

Qouncil of Calcutta. 

We the East India Company, iu the presence of His Excellency the 
Nabob Munsur ul Mumaluk Siraja Doula, Shah Eooli Oawn Bahadr, Hybut 
Jung, Nazim of the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, by the hands and 
seal of the Council and by firm agreement and solemn attestation do declare 
that the business of the Company’s factories within His Excellency’s juris- 
diction, shall go on in its former course, and that we will be obedient to the 
command of the Prince ; that we will never oppress or do violence to any 
persons without cause; that we will never offer protection to any persons, 
having accounts with the Government, any of the King’s Talukdars, Zemindarsj 
nor murderers nor robbers ; that we will never act contrary to the tenor of the 
articles agreed to by the Nabob, but ever paying due obedience and submis-- 
sion to the Nabob will carry on our business as formerly and will never in 
any respect deviate from this agreement. 


• s 

Conntersignment of the Nabob to the Articles sent him, the 7th February, 1757, 

1st . — Article countersign’d according to former custom. 

2nd . — Eully agreed to. 

3rd . — Whatever of the Company’s effects are in the Nabob’s possession 
shall be restored. 

4th . — Its no matter (or it may be done). 

Bth . — English coin shall be stampt in the name of Allenagur. 

6(h . — Eive times the Nabob has written an answer to your proposals 
when the agreement shall be return'd, sign’d, and seal’d by the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta, then these articles shall be sign’d and seal’ d in this 
manner. 

7lh . — If the great Commanders are faithful in their promises undoubtedly 
they Avill be put in execution. 


To RtJXGEET Rot, February 9fch, 1757. 

Your letter with the paper containing our demands, and the agreement to be 
made on the part of the Company I have rec.^ with the greatest pleasure. I 
am surpriz’d that the Nabob and you trifle with me. I observe that you are 


• Sim'-", profsrrly Samps, cormptlv Sirpao, Scrjnw U. (lit. Bniui and foot). . A complete dress of lionon'r.'— 
7r,7r;fl r Gitar^rs Mian Temt. , 
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not inclinable to agree to our proposals. God is my witness that my actions 
have been open and generous, and that my intentions are for peace. I now send 
you the articles wrote out fair, let the Nabob sign " agreed ” to each separate 
article in the manner that I have done upon the copy. If this is done there 
shall be peace, if not do not * * * * * 

«»*■»**« 

» * « * • « • « « ■ 
by the phirmaund and the abovementioned articles, nor will give protection to 
any persons belonging to the Government nor will do violence or injury to any 
persons without cause. 


To Omichund, Pebrunrv 9tli, 1757. 

I desire greatly to see you, and have many things to impart to you, if you 
can come to me for a short time. You may do it with safety, no harm shall 
happen to you, and you shall be at liberty to return whenever you please in 
security. 


From Rungeet Roy, February Otb, 1757. 

Tour letter with the proposals I hare rec’d. The articles I have returned 
to you coinifersign’d and seal’d by the Nabob. If you are satisfied with this 
let'the Governor and Council duly sign and seal the agreement conformably to 
the copy sent by Coja Petruse, and send it hither, and a sirpa, &c., shall be 
brought you by one of the Nabob’s principal oflicers. If these articles, as now 
sent you, and the Company’s agreement are to your satisfaction it is well : if you 
do not approve of them then do what you think proper. I will concern myself 
no further in this business, nor will the Company any longer subsist in this 
country. By my endeavours herein, hitherto I have brouglit affairs to their 
present posture. I have done everything that could be done for the Company’s 
welfare, and have dealt exactly according to my word. If peace cannot be 
settled then let war take its course. I have done my part for the best, as yet 
you may take what measures you think proper ess 

***** upon it. That there 
e e , e e e e e 

The paper of the articles was sent you before Coja Petruse’s despatch which 
you must have rcc’d. 


From Coja Petruse, February 9tb, 1757. 

The articles sign’d and seal’d by the Nabob are sent to you for your 
perusal. Beturn back the paper with the agreement sign’d by the Council and 
seal’d with the Company’s seal as soon as possible. When that is come the 
articles will be seal’d by the Dewan and Boy Dullub, and I will bring it to you 
with the sirpah, &c. 


To the Nabob, February 10th, 1757. 

I return Your Excellency the articles of agreement which I request 
vou’ll let your Dewan, the King’s Dewan, and some of your head Jemaidars 
sign and seal in the presence of God. The paper which Your Excellency desired 
might be sign’d and seal’d by the Governor and Council is done, which I 
enclose you, and as soon as you return the articles of agreement, sign’d and 
seal’d in the manner desired, the Admiral and I will send Your IfeceUency a 
paper, sign’d and seal’d by us in the presence of God, that all hostilities shall 
cease,* that there shall be peace in the country, and that the English will be 
faithful to your agreement. I hope all these things will give Your Excellency 
satisfaction, and convince you that the English are very .desirous of assisting 
•you against all who disturb the peace of your province. ^ 

I^shaU be glad if you will send one of your principal men, a person of 
trust to me. I shall have many things to communicate to him for the good of 
vour "service, and I declare in the presence of God no one shall dare to insult 

•jjj $ ^ IS 
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Agreement of the Company signed hy the Governor and Committee, the 9lh February, 1757. 

We the East India Company, in the. presence of His Excellency the 
Nabob Munsur ul Mumaluk, Siraja Houla, Shah. Kooli Oawn Eahadr, Hybut 
Jung, Nazim of Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa by the hands and seal of tlic 
Council and by firm agreement and solemn attestation, do declare that the 
business of the Company’s Eactories within the jurisdiction of the Nabob shall 
go on in its former course, tW we will never oppress or do violence to any 
persons without cause, that we will never offer protection to any persons , 
having accounts with the Government, any of the King’s Talukdars or Zemindars, 
nor murderers nor robbers ; that we will never act contrary to the tenor of the 
articles agreed to by the Nabob j that we will carry on our business as formerly 
and will never in any respect deviate from this agreement. 


To Rukoeik Boy, February lOfcb, 1767. 

Coja Fetruse has been detain’d so long in transacting this business that I 
am unwilling to waste more time in writing you a long letter, but will write to 
you again soon by another opportunity. I desire the articles may be sign’d 
and sent back as soon as possible. I.return you many thanks for the trouble 
you have taken and the good-will you have shewn to the English Company, 
which is evident from the friendly part you have acted in these affairs. I shall 
write to the Seats to return them thanks upon this occasion in a few days. 


Prom the Nabob, February 11th, 1757. 


Tour letter'enclosing the proposals, which • 

* * * * my own 




* 


sign’d and seal’d by the Governor and Council of Calcutta, likewise mentioning 
your intention of sending a paper under your own and the Noble Admiral 
Charles Watson’s hands and seals by which you engage that all hostilities in 
the country shall cease j that the English will always remain in peace and friend- 
ship with me, and assist me in driving away my enemies, and desirino- me to 
send a man of confidence to you by whom you have some things of consequence 
to impart to me, whom you promise to dismiss in security. I have reA this 
with great pleasure. According to your desire I have sent the articles, sign’d 
and seal’d by the King’s Bewan, my own Dewan, and the Buxey of the army. 
The agreement under the hands and seal of the Governor and Council I have 
receiv’d. I make no doubt but you will send the other paper as you have pro- 
mised, ratified by your Excellency and the great man above mentioned. I 
likewise call God and his prophet to witness that I have made peace with 
you and with the English nation ; that as long as I live I will look upon your 
enemies as my enemies, and when you write to me that you stand in need of my 
assistance I will give it you. It is necessary that your Excellency and the 
Noble Admiral Charles Watson and the other Chiefs of the English call God to 
witness, according to the manner of your own religion, that you will abide by 
your agreement, that you wiU look upon my enemies as your enemies, and that 
you will afford me your assistance whenever I demand it with a competent 
force. In this treaty God is witness on both sides, what more shall I write 
P.5'.— (Wrote in the Nabob’s own hand). In the presence of God and 
his prophet, I declare that I will never deviate in any respect from the agree- 
ment that is made between the Company and myself, and that I will favour 
them * * * ' * * * * 


« « 

your part of ♦ 

« « 


* 

« 


« 

c 


* 

» 

« 


* * 

♦ ,* 

« * 



Articles o£ agreement sent by tbe Nabob, February 11th, 1757. 
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JUunsur nl MamBlnlc, Siraja 

d 

8 . 

Doula, Shah Kooli Cawoi 


S |1 

Baliadr, Hjbnii Jnng. ser* 

3) 


rant of Kin^.Aalum Geer, 

o 

^ s 

•d S 

y* Invincible. 




cS 




Itisis of demands. 

1. That tlie Company be not molested on account of sucli priviledges 
as Lave been granted them by tbeKing’s Pbirmaund and Husbul Hookum remain 
in full force ; that tbe villages •which were granted to the Company by the 
phirmaund, but detain’d from them by the Subahs, be likewise allowed them, 
nor impediment or restriction be laid on the Zemindars. 




cs 



2. That all goods belonging to the English Company, and having their 
dustuck do pass freely by land or by water in BengaU, Behar, and Orissa 
without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatever, and that the Zemindars 
Chokeydars, Guzardars, &c., offer them no kind of molestation upon this 
account. 
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3. Tliat restitution be made the Company for their Factories and Settle- 
ments at Calcutta, Cossimbazar, Dacca, &c., which have been taken from them; 
that all money and effects taken from the English Company, their factors and 
dependants, at tbe several settlements and aurungs be restored in the same con- 
dition ; that an equivalent in money be given for such goods as are damaged, 
plunder’d, or lost, which shall be left to the Nabob’s justice to determine. 


<5 



That the Company be allow’d to fortifle Calcutta in such a manner 
as they shall esteem proper for their defence without any hindrance or obstruc- 
tion. 
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6. That Sicoas be coin’d- at Allenagur, Calcutta, in the same manner as at 
Muxadabad, and that if the money struck in Calcutta be of equal weight and 
fineness with that of Muxadabad there be no demand for a deduction of batta. 


to 

PpS 

. 

o 

a a ci 
01 0) 
m tn 
o SrH 

S 

B ” 

® S 

(0 CU B 

s.e.3' 

.© 



6. That these proposals be ratified in the strongest manner, in the presence 
of God and his prophet, and sign’d and seal’d by the Nabob and some of his 
principal people. 


s g g-i g ^ 
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7. And Admiral Charles Watson and Colpnel Clive promise in behalf of 
the English nation and of the English Company that from henceforth all hos- 
tilities shall cease in Bengal and the English will always remain in peace and 
friendship with the Nabob as long as these articles are kept in force and re- 
main unviolated. 


Meer Jaffer Cawn, Ba- 
hadr, a servant of the 
Ein^ Aallum Geer y* in- 
vinoible. 


Clazal Mnik Mipyadnd 
Donla Eowazish Ali 
Cawn, Babadr Zah’ooar 
Jung, a servant of the 
King Aallum Geer, y' in- 
vincible. 


Baja Doolnbram, Babadr, 
a servant of King 
Aallum Grcr.y' invinci- 
ble. 



a 

Q 

tu 


► 
te 
tv 
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a 
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« « 

you desired. You will receive one from the Admiral likewise and one from 
the Governor and Council. After this there can be no doubt that your Excel- 
lency and the English will always be friends and your enemies shall be tlieirs, 
and their enemies shall be yours. You may be assured that whenever you want 
our assistance it shall be granted, and I make no doubt that your Excellency 
will be as ready on your side. I beg the favour of your Excellency to admit 
Omichund to your presence, he has something of consequence to communicate 
to you for the peace and welfare of your country. I declare before God 
I shall always remember your Excellency’s kindness and affection for the Eng- 
lish. I will write home to the Company in such a manner as to convince them 
and all the world of your justice and equity. 


To the Nabob, February l^th, 1757. 

» • « . » « « 

* « * * « 
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Agreement of Colonel Clive toUh ihc Nahoh, the 18lh February^ 17B7. 

I, Colonel Olivo, Sabut Jung Balmdr, Commander of the English Forces 
in Bengali, do solemnly declare in the presence of God and our Saviour that 
there is peace heUveen the Nahoh Siraja Boula and the English. The English 
will inviolatcly adhere to the articles of the treaty made with the Nabob that 
as long as ho shall observe his agreement the English will always look upon 
ins enemies as their enemies, and whenever call’d upon will grant him. all the 
assistance in their power. 

From tlie N.jnon, Februar}' l-llh, 1767. 

I liavc imparted to Omiclnind several particulars which you will he fully 
acquainted with from him. I desire that when you dispatch Mr. Watts to 
Maxad.avad you will send ‘Jo artillerymen with liim for my service, and write 
upon a separate pa])cr what they are to he allow’d monthly which * * 

* • V 

• • • 


To ibc Sauob, Fobnmry ICtb, 1757. 

I h.avc received your lixccllency’s letter, which gave me the greatest plea- 
sure. You write that you have imparted to Omichund several particulars for 
my information; that you desire I will send you 25 artillerymen and acquaint 
yciu with their monthly allowance. Omichund has fully explain’d to me what 
you imparted to him. Your Excellency’s affairs 1 have at heart beyond any 
other consideration. The report that your enemies arc entering the province I 
have heard likewise, and have consider’d of .such mc.asurcs as shall effectually 
prevent their coming, which shall never happen, for I am your friend. Our 
enemies have told you that the English were false to their agreements. Such a 
report has wounded me in the severest manner, and for this reason I will very 
soon give yoti a proof how .sincerely I am attach’d to your service. I have 
sent with Mr. AVatts 15 artillerymen including their oniccrs, and have en- 
clos’d an account of their daily allowance, wTOtc on a separate paper, for 
your satisfaction. Omichund will inform you how much I have your service 
at heart, and I hope 1 shall daily obtain an cncrcase of your favoiur. 

/? a. p. 

/'.S,— 1 Oniei'r’fi wnjjoi jicr «l.iy . . . . . .600 

1 S(;r;:e:int . . . . . . . . .180 

1 Corporal . . . . . . . . . 1 0 I) 

12 I'rivalc men, 12 nnnas per «lay cnch , . . .900 


Tot.%l 
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In compliance with your commands 1 have sent you this acco‘, hut I beg you 
will so far oblige me as to allow me to defray these charges myself. 


To Jcno.-iT Skat, Maiit.\d Kay, and Maiir-U-UI Skroof Ciiukd, February 16tb, 1757. 

Omichund has acquainted me that you sent Lalla Eungeot Boy to attend 

His Excellency the Nabob, of the * « « * • 

• * « « * c « « 

K * e * « « c '« 

c • « « «**» 

kindness which you have shewn in your endeavours to restore the curreney 
of the Company’s trade. I have made particular mention of it in my letters 
to Europe. "What effects have been seiz’d by the Government I make no 
doubt will ho restored, besides which there are many that remain in the hands 
of private people. These I beg you will make enquiry after and assist us in 
getting the restitution of them. Iiook upon this business as your own, as I on 
my part shall do everything for your service with the same earnestness as if it 
was for my own. Your enemies too shall he mine. These things you will he 
told likewise from Omichund and Eungeet Eoy. Esteem me ev*er as your 
friend and let mo he favour’d with your correspondence. 


D 
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To RuNJBKT Koy, February lOtli/ 1757. 

Prom the time Hint I had tho happiness of your company, my heart has 
conceiv’d tho sincorost friendship for you. It is this makes mo desirous of en- 
joying tho pleasure of your friendly letters till I have that of meeting with 
you again. My friend Mr. Watts is now going to Mux-adavad. Whatever 
business ho may have to transact there, ho will trouble you of your friendly 
assistance and advice in promoting it, wliich I doubt not yoti will readily afford 
him. Our olTairs with regard to tho Prcnch I liave already fully acquainted 
you with in person. 


From tlio NAiion, Februory 18tli, 1757. 

To put a stop to the troubles of tho country and that y* business of 
the English Company might again obtain a free currency in tliesc dominions, 
I gave permission to carry on their trade as formerly, and a treaty wnn agreed 
to and ratified on both sides, and a ])cacc was firmly establish’d, besides your 
Excellency sign’d an agreement and sent it to me, in "which you promis’d that 
tho English should committ no further hostilities in the country. * 

preparing to * * * * * * 

IE- % <1! ft C 16 

« C « ft ft * t 

this time no European ever committed hostilities in this Empire. If there are 
any disturbances in Hughlcy, I shall be necessitated to provide for the safety 
of the royal dominions by sending forces to that place, but I believe that the 
agreement betwixt us will be firmly observed. Some time ago we were engaged 
in a long war with the Mahrattas. Peace was at length concluded and treaty 
agreed upon, which has never yet been broken nor ever will, for this reason 
that a breach of contract is opposite to the principles of every religion. You 
ought to abide by the agreement you have made, and to prevent before hand 
any disturbances from arising in this country ; the promises which I liavc made 
and sign’d to, and the agreement made on your part, shall remain ever un- 
violated even in the least tittle by mo. 

P./S'. — ^Wrote in the Nabob’s own hand. I hold myself bound by my agree- 
ment and hope in God you will likewise abide by yours. You must have heard 
that I was seven years engaged in war with llaja Rogo Gee. Prom the time 
that I enter’d into a treaty with him I have never in the least respect de- 
viated from it. You ought likewise to remain as faithful to youm, nor occa- 
sion any troubles in the country. 


From the Nabob, February 19th, 1757. 

I wrote you a letter yesterday which you will have receiv’d. Since that I 
understand by letters from tho Prenoh and by the information of their Vackeel 
that five or six ships * * are newly arrived, and more shortly expected ; that 
you have only * * a peace is appearance with me, but your real intentions 
are to make war again with me in the rains. Tliis is not acting * * a soldier, 

or a man of bravery, who should be the same thing in heart as profession. If 
you mean to keep to your engagements send away your ships to the sea, and 
put in execution the promises made in your agreement with * * 

***''** Treaty, after 
ha"ving * « • * ft ft « ^ 

ft 
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ft 

ft 
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ft 


ft 

ft 

ft 


you have the book of God, if you are not just to your contracts it will be as- 
tonishing and unaccountable. 


To the Nabob, Februaiy 22nd, 1767. 

Both your favours I have receiv’d. I never could have thought after 
what has pass’d, and the agreement so solemnly sworn to, you could have sus- 
pect’d the English of being unfaithful to their words. This must be owing to 
the misrepresentation of our enemies, the Preneh, who never have paid the 
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ast regard to trutli where they could do us a prejudice. I thought when we 
id solemnly sworn that your enemies should be ours, and our enemies should 
u yours, that you would have justly looked upon the French as such, who are 
3olared enemies by our great King. I further thought you would have placed 
lat confidence in us to believe that our principle in taking their settlement 
as to prevent the troubles which I foresee will arise in your province. 

However as you have given ear to all these bad stories which have been 
fid you of us by designing and * * men, that more ships of war are ar- 

ived, and that we intend to break the peace so solemnly sworn to, I do at once 
eclare I will lay aside all thoughts of attacking the French, let them enter 
ito a peace with us in your dominions directly, and do your Excellency swear 
lat you will attack that party with your whole force who first infringes the 
eutrality, and the ships leave the river and I will return to the Coast. 

I call God to witness that I have lately had your interest much at heart, 
nd if this neutrality which you are desirous to have concluded with the 
rench should end in ruin of this kingdom, I wash my hands of all blame, 
rour Excellency is answerable for the consequences. 

Mr. AVatts was sent to acquaint you «■ « * 

« s * * « . « « 

««**««* 
lis ground till I had your consent. I could have taken the fort in two days, 
bur Excellency’s forbidding me to do it after everything was in readiness has 
at me to great shame. However as you think the peace of your province will 
3 preserved hy it, it gives me great pleasure to comply with your request. 
I anything prejudicial to your affairs should happen by this favour towards 
le French, I beg you will remember this letter. Time will discover which of 
ke two nations is most to he depended upon. 


To the Nabob, February 23rd, 1757. 

I still remain at the place your messenger foimd me in, cover'd with shame 
; the injunction laid upon me not to molest our enemies. I impatiently wait 
our Excellency’s final answer, which I shall strictly comply with. It gives me 
10 greatest concern to find your Excellency daily conferring favours on the 
rench, who never have merited them. I do request that your Excellency will 
idge of the two nations by their actions and not by their words. 


fo, 59.] From Bukgeet Roy, February 19tb, 1757. 

Hoy Bur Sing has brought your agreement to the Nabob and deliver’d the 
greement sign’d by the Nabob to be enter'd in the books of the Company, as 
our agreement is in those of the Government’s. The Nabob will strictly main- 
lin his agreement, and it is as incumbent on you to abide as strictly by what 
ou have promis’d, nor occasion any disturbance in the King’s dominions, which 
as never been the custom hitherto. 

What you have written to the Nabob besides the agreement I am un- 
cquainted with. Now by the Grace of God that peace is established between 
be Nabob and you; it is proper and just that you act in every shape conform- 
ble to your agreement, and enter upon the business of the Company in the 
ime manner as formerly, and be assured of always possessing the Nabob’s 
riendship and continuance. You must have heard that there was a war for 
jven years between the Nabob and Mahrattas. From the time the peace was 
[included betwixt them, and the treaty on both sides agreed to, it has never 
een broken since. I hope likewise the friendship between the Nabob and you 
ill continually increase daily, and the Company’s business flourish more than 
ver. 


fo. 60.] To the Nabob, March 3rd, 1757. 

Several days are past since I wrote you two letters upon a subject very 
iteresting to your Excellency as well as to me, and I thought the importance 
f it would have induced you to have sent an answer to them immediately. My 
arprise therefore is very great not to have heard from you, and I cannot 
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help thinking something very extraordinary must be the occasion of it; I can- 
not doubt but your Excellency has wrote to me, and apprehend, some enemies to 
your Excellency as well as to me, have prevented the letter from reaching me. 
1 am still the more confirm’d in this opinion by not having heard for many days 
from Mr. Watts. I receive daily reports that your Excellency does not intend 
to perform the articles of the treaty to which I give no credit and look on the 
propagators as common enemies to us both. However I am not a little concern’d 
to find none of the articles yet fulfill’d. Tour Excellency no doubt has too 
great a regard for your honour, and to the solemn asseverations you have 
made, to think of violating the treaty. Before this peace was concluded I ac- 
quainted you that more ships and more men were daily expected. I have now the 
pleasure to inform you that they are arrived. All this is for your Excellency’s 
advantage, as there is &c. a lasting peace concluded between your Excellency 
and the English. Tour Excellency may be well assured that as long- as the 
terms of the treaty are fulfill’d on your side, our forces, as we have solemnly 
declared, shall be employed in your service. 


Ho. 61.] From the Nabob, March 4th, 1767. 

Tour friendly letter upon the occasion of your afi’airs with the Preneh I 
have receiv’d and taken due notice of the contents. I shall never give any 
assistance to the Erench. If in defiance of all former customs they ever 
attempt to occasion any disturbance in the King’s dominions, I will punish 
them for it, and put a stop to their commerce in this country. Upon my being 
informed of your intention of attacking the Erench factory, I wrote to you 
what was necessary upon that occasion. The forces which I sent that way were 
for the protection of y® royal territories, not for the assistance of the Erench. 
It has given me y® utmost satisfaction that you have wisely consider'd and 
reflected upon what I wrote you, and that you have a due regard to the estab- 
lish’d customs in desisting from your designs against the Erench. I have like- 
wise wrote to the Erench and made use of all necessary means to engage them 
to consent to make peace with you, which I make no doubt of their complying 
with. I shall send a trusty person for both your agreements which I will 
preserve among my own papers. Be assured I have nothing in view but the 
promoting the good and peace of the English Company, nor will I ever do any- 
thing that may be in the least preiudicial to them. Upon this head you may 
rest perfectly satisfied. Be you likewise as faithful to your engagements. 
Give no credit to y® information of mean and ignorant persons. Whenever you 
have occasion to write anything concerning your affairs write to me and I will 
always return you a decisive answer. 

Wrote in the Nabob’s own hand. The advanced forces of the new King are 
endeavouring to make an erruption into Bengali, and I propose marching to 
Aminahad. If you will join with me upon this occasion and go with me, I will 
allow you every month during the time that you continue with me one laakli 
of rupees for the maintenance of yom army. Write me speedily an answer to 
this. 


No. 62.] To the Nabob, Mnrch 7th, 1 757. 

Tlie letter which you did mo the honour to write to me I have receiv’d. 
I was verj’ inclin.able to enter into a neutrality with the Erench, but I found 
upon endeavouring to treat with them, they had no powei’s to make a peace 
with us till it was confirm’d at Pondicherry, which could not he effected in less 
than three months. It gave me great concern to find you so strongly insist on 
the neutrality witli the Erench, which is attended w'ith all the advantages on 
their side and most prejudicial to us. What w'e agree to will be immediately 
binding, but what they agree to ivill be of no signification till ratified by y® 
Governor of Pondicherry, and whilst all our forces are employ'd in assisting 
you against your enemies, Monsr. Biissy may come and attpmpt to destroy our 
settlement. In the last war between us and the French, the Nabob of Arcot 
order’d the English and French not to commit hostilities in his dominions, and a 
neutrality was agreed on, which was faithfully observed on our parts. But the 
Erench when tliey were stronge.st attack’d and took from us Ohinapatam': this 
you must have heard of. llow can we put any confidence or reliance in theii* 



agreement to a neutrality. To give you a convincing proof of my sincerity, by 
tbe time you receive this letter, I shall be as far on the -way as Obandernagore, 
where I will wait, without committing any hostilities against the Prench, till I 
receive your letter, which I hope will be satisfactory. If your Excellency will 
but seriously consider that by going to Patna with you I submit every thing to 
your pleasure, it can’t leave you the least doubt of my intention of sharing 
with you your good or bad fortune. By the blessing of God you will over- 
come all your enemies. 


No. 63.] ToNokcomab, Phousdar’s Naib at Hiighley, March 8th, 1757. 

I am now in peace and friendship with the Nabob, and agreeable to his 
desire am marching with my army to join him at Muxadabad. I write this 
that you may not be allarm’d at my approach. Rest assured that I have given 
the strictest orders that no person in my army shall in any wise molest your 
tennants, and that any one that shall be found guilty of any offence towards 
them shall be punished in the severest manner. Eo you on your part give orders 
to all the tennants within your jurisdiction to attend with a bazar to furnish 
my army with plenty of provisions. 


No. 64.] To Ndncomab, March lOth, 1757. 

I have receiv’d your letter and have consider’d the contents as also what 
has been communicated to me by Kistnarain Bose. I desire always to hear of 
your welfare and shall always be ready to show you all the favour in my power. 
Be it known to all the tennants, merchants, and other inhabitants of the city 
of Hughley — I have been told that you are terrified at the approach of my 
army, and have many of you quitted your habitations, and the few that remain 
are inclin’d to do the same. I am now in peace and alliance with the Nabob. 
It is therefore I write you this, that you may be at ease and stay with your 
familys and effects in your habitations. It is not the intention of any of my 
army to molest you. Be then without fear. 


No. 65.] Translation o£ the Nabob’s Letter to the Admiral and Colonel, March 8th, 1757. 

The letter which you wrote to me some time ago I have reply’d to. My 
answer you will consider and write me. "Whatever may be necessary thereupon, 
I remain firm to my agreement. As the Mutsedies have had leave to be absent 
upon account of the Holie Festival, I have not had time to look at any papers, 
but shall do it, and then whatever I have sign’d to, I will put in execution. 
Tour Excellency must know that to look over all the papers will require ten or 
fifteen days. Of what consequence is that. Our family has ever been noted for a 
strict adherence to their engagements. Be satisfied entirely with respect to my 
intentions. From tbe confidence I repose in your Excellency’s friendship and 
honour, I hope you will join with me in preventing the Afghan forces from 
entering the province and assist me to terminate this affair. What shall 1 
write more. 

P.S . — In the Nabob’s own hand. Rest satisfied in every particular, what I 
have written I have never in any respect deviated from. 

P.S. — Included — Tour Excellency may be perfectly assured that if any 
enemy commiit hostilities against you, I swear by God and his prophet, that I 
will every way assist you to the utmost of my power. I have never favour'd 
the French with the value of one cowrie. The forces I sent were for the use of 
tbe Phousdar of Hughley and not with any design to assist the French. What 
power have the French to fight against you. This I hope from your Excellency 
that you will not act contrary to former customs in committing hostilities upon 
a rival within my dominions. 


No. 66.] To CoJA Wazid’s Gomaiitah Seva Baoboo, Sfarch 1757. 

I have rec’d. your obliging letter. I have always esteem’d Coja Wazid 
as a very good and just man. If our correspondence has been drop’t lately, it is 
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Ijecause I have found, that after all our sufloiungs the French, who have been 
idle spectators, have heeu aspiring to reap y* advantages that wo have procured 
from the Nabob’s favour, in which Coja Wnzid lias been their fiiend ns much 
as lay in his power, always preferring their interest to ours. I sliall bo very 
glad to find him the same friend to y* English as formerly, ho will then 
always find me I’cady to cultivate his friendship and do him all y* service in 
my power. I shall be always glad to hear of your health. 


No. 67.] From Nuncomau, March I2lli, 1767. 

By Lulcicondore I am aquainted with the great favour and goodness you 
have shown me. Whatoverl have told Lulcicondore he will acquaint you with. 
He knows my mind in every respect, and I beg you will comply with whatever 
he may desire on my behalf. By the blessing of God, I linve ])crform*d what- 
ever you desired of me by Kistnarain Bose agreeable to your intentions, the 
particulai’s of which ho w'ill have the honour to acquaint you with. I shall 
always have the greatest pleasure in hearing of your licalth and welfare. 


No. 68.] From the Nabob, March y* lOlh, 1757. 

The letter Mr. Roger Drake "wrote to Manickchund, Manickebund sent to 
me, and I send it you enclosed as also the letter 1 write to the Admiral, Charles 
Watson. In consideration of the great friendship between us, and in compli- 
ance with my promises to you, I have deliver’d to Mr. Watts the three lack of 
rupees, and I "vsdll finish the rest of this business in ten or twelve days, then 
why should Roger Drake write these letters privately. It is not right to do 
these things after all is settled, and it was by such methods as these, that Roger 
Drake brought on the war and troubles before. I am determin’d to be true in 
every respect to my agreement. It is neccssaiy that you should be the same 
and tell Roger Drake that this is the way to disturb our nlTaii*s, and not to do 
it again. I had determined to begin my march to Fatna, the 22nd of the Moon, 
but when I heard the news of your coming I fixed on the 4th of the next 
Moon. ’Tis proper that whatever else I have to say to you should be spoke 
to you alone, or if there should be any delay to your coming, send Dilhur Jung 
(the Major) that I may speak my mind to him, and send him hack to you. 
tJnless some trusty person be sent to me the busy bodys will never cease en- 
deavouring to spread mischief between us. 

In the Nabob’s own hand. I shall look on yours and the Company’s 
business as my own. I hope it will please God you will never find me deviate 
in the least from my agreement. 


No» 69.] From Governor Drake to MANioKcnuND, March 6th, 1767. 

You know very well that formerly the Burdwan mutsuddies and servants 
carried away and plunder’d a great part of the effects of Calcutta. I therefore 
write to you that you may be speedy in having those things return’d to me 
that I may therein know you for my friend. Don’t look on it as a triffling 
affair below your notice, but send me a speedy answer that I may act accord- 
ingly. 


No. 70.] Prom the Nabob, March 11th, 1757. 

By your letter to Nuncomar I learn your intention of coming to visit me 
at Muxadabad, which gave me great satisfaction. I am very impatient to have 
the pleasure of seeing you, and our friendship shall never cease, but be always 
increasing. ■ - 


No. 71. ] To Nuncomar, Mai-eh i6th, 1757. 

The many deceitfull wicked measures that the French have taken to 
endeavour to deprive me of the Nabob’s^ favour (tho’ I thank God they have' 
proved in vain, since His Excellency’s friendship towards me is daily increasing) 
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lias long made me look on tliem as enemies to the English. But I could no 
longer stijBle ray resentment -when I found that notwithstanding, the. danger 
they were in from me, they dared to oppose the freedom of the English trade 
on th Ganges hy ' seizing a boat with an English dustuck and under English 
colours that was passing hy their town. I am therefore come to a resolution to 
attack them. I am told that some of the Government’s forces have been 
persuaded under promises of great rewards from the Erehch to join them 
against us. I should be very sorry at a time when I am happy in His Excel- 
lency’s favour and friendship that I should do any injury to his servants. l am 
therefore to desire you will send these forces an order to withdraw, and that no 
othei's may come to their assistance. 


No. 72.] From Nuncomab, March 16th, 1767. 

Perwannahs from the Nabob to your Excellency and myself I have 
receiv’d and send yours hy Soberam Choubdar. You will please to read them, 
and for further circumstances I refer you to the Choubdar desiring you will 
send an answer shortly. 


No. 73.] To the Nabob, March 18th, 1757. 

1 have receiv’d the letter you have done me y® honour to write me, 
which has given me a satisfaction beyond what I am able to express, as it gives 
me fresh assurances of the continuance of your friendship. I glory in the con- 
fidence you place in me, and shall always be ready to hazard my life for your 
service, or in giving you any proofs that may convince you of my attachment. 
I apprehend your Excellency has not receiv’d my letter which accompanyed 
that from the Admiral, wherein I acquainted you of my being actually on my 
march to Muxadahad. God only knows how great my desire is to have y® 
happiness of embracing you, and personally to assure you of the veneration 
and attachment I hear for Your Excellency. As soon as y® business I have in 
hand is done, which I hope will be in a very few days, I will send Dilhur Jung 
to receive you, and shall wait his return to know your orders. He will acquaint 
you with my sentiments of Mr. Drake’s letter to Maniokchund. I beg that 
in the meantime it may not occasion your Excellency to receive any impressions 
to the disadvantage of the English. The readiness your Excellency shews in 
complying with the terms of the treaty is conformable to the justice and 
goodness by which your character is eminently distinguished. 


No. 74»] From the Nabob, March 15th, 1757. 

As the revolution at Delhi had fully determin’d me to march to Patna 
I therefore wrote you to come to me, since which some particular affairs, as 
also on account of the troubles subsisting between you and the Erench, I 
defer’d for some few days my departure to Patna. I therefore write you that 
you put a stop to your coming, and whatever place you are at that you return 
from thence towards Calcutta. Whenever I go to Patna, and it becomes neces- 
sary, I shall, in reliance on the strong friendship between us, write to you to 
come to me, and I desire you will settle matters with the Erench, that there he 
no war in the Ganges. You are a prudent and foreseeing man, and I doubt 
not but you act as is best for mankind. 


No. 75. ] From the Nabob, March' 16th, 1767. 

By the blessing of God I have now letters of peace from Amhad Khaun 
Abdally, and I have also wrote him answers and the resolution I had taken of 
marching to Patna is alter’d. I look on this blessing as the effect of my friend- 
ship with you. I therefore write you that you need not give yourself the trouble 
of coming. I have great pleasure in your friendship. Since on a single letter of 
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mine you were ready to come to my assistance I make no doubt that when- 
ever I shall desire you to come and assist me, you will be ready to join me; 
therefore I now write you that you need not give yourself the trouble of 
coming. 


No. 76. ] . From the Nabob, March 15th, 1767. 

I have often before wrote to you that you should not make war with the 
Prench. I am steady to my agreement and have therefore . paid Mr. Watts 
Slack of rupees, and have given to Mr. Watts the perwannahs necessary 
for the trade of all your factory s as his letters will inform you. , It was for the 
good of my subjects and of my country that I have made peace. If war is' 
still to subsist how can my country flourish. It is not proper that you should 
ever fight in the river. Let there be peace between you in some manner, and 
I shall be very well pleas’d, if not I shall be displeas’d. Since the factorys 
have subsisted, there never was any war in the river. If you persist in making 
war, I shall from thence conclude you have no intention of trading in this 
country and that you seek fora pretence to raise troubles. I send Mutramul to 
you whom I have great confidence in. He shall settle peace between you and 
the Prench. By this you will know it must be done. 

In his own hand. It is proper you should look on this country as your 
own, and not make war in the river. 


No. 77.] From NracoMAsi March 18th, 1757. 

I have had the pleasure to receive the letter you sent me by Kistnarain 
Bose. I have wrote the Nabob agreeable to your letter, and whatever else I 
thought proper on the occasion. Mutramull is now arrived from the Nabob's 
presence with perwannahs to you. He does not know where your army is 
encamp’d, I therefore write you this that you may send a person to conduct 
him to you with the Nabob’s perwannahs. When you have had a conference 
with him, whatever you write me I will write accordingly to the Nabob. 
You’ll do me a pleasure in writing me of your health. 


No. 78 .] From Nuncomae, March 18fch, 1757. 

I am now inform’d that 400 soldiers and tellinghers* are arrived. I am 
unacquainted with what intent they are come. I make no doubt but the peace 
will be observ’d on both sides, then what are they come for ? I write you this 
that you may inform me immediately of this affair. I shall be ready to agree 
to assist you in anything in my power. 


No. 79. ] To tho Nabob, March 20th, 1757. 

It is with the utmost surprise and concern that I read the contents of your 
Excellency’s letter, so different from those kind and gracious ones that I have 
hitherto always receiv’d with the greatest pleasure. This change must proceed 
from y* councils of wicked and self-interested men, who are not actuated 
by any zeal for your welfare, but in the advice they give seek their own profit 
It shocks me to think what falsities my enemies make use of to deprive me of 
your favour. God is my judge that I will be firm and steady to my promises 
and that I shall he always ready to support you with my life and all the forces 
I have against all the enemies of your Government. There is not a in your 
Durbar who is more sincere and zealous in his attachment to your interest and 
welfare than myself. Let this have its proper weight with you, and I am sure 
you will not be under any fear at the news you have heard of Monsr. Bussy. 
I am no boaster, it is not my character, but I will venture to say that half the 
forces I. have is sufficient for any army he can bring against you. You may 
judge of his strength from this, that he march’d against our factory at Vizza- 
gapatam which is little bettor than a house, and has only one hundred men in 


• Tilanya, H. T<lansa.—A nnUia- of Tilanp, from whom tie firrt native soldier, dressed end disciplined after the 
Xotoptan fashion, lavio^ been raised, it come to denote a soidier a SipdAi,~ WiUon’t Olouary of Indian Term$, 
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it, and turn’d back again without daring to attack it. What power has he to 
enter this country : he can never do it. I beseech Your Excellency that my ene- 
mies may not, by their evil insinuations and false stories, rival me in your Ex- 
cellency’s friendship, nor make you determine (that for so small a place already 
more than half conquer’d and that must he mine in a day or two at farthest) my 
honour and reputation shall be called in question. I, who to this day have, by 
the blessing of God, been .victor in every battle I have fought, and have had a 
happy issue to all my undertakings. Be assured you-will always find me sincere 
in my attachment to you. Let me have a place in your breast that is en- 
lighten’d like the sun, and look on mo as one always ready to loose the last drop 
of my blood in your service. As peace is more desirable than war, I therefore re- 
joice that you have settled affairs with the new King. It was agreeable to your 
desire that I began my march to assist you against your enemies as it has 
been my misfortune to loose your friendship and favour. As soon as the busi- 
ness I have in hand is over, I shall return to Calcutta, where I shall remain and 
])ray for your health and prosperity. Whatever you have desired of me that I 
have always done. jMutramul, from what he has seen and what I have com- 
municated to him, will acquaint you in private with the further particulars. 


No. 80. ] Prom Seva Batjboo, March 20fch, 1757. 

I have receiv’d with pleasure the favour of your letter, in which you 
wi’ote me that in consideration of the losses the Company had sustain’d, the 
Nabob bad been pleas’d to grant you many indulgences, but that the Erencb 
who bad suffer’d nothing, were endeavouring to obtain for themselves what ad- 
vantages we expected from the Nabob’s justice, in which my master Tukara 
Sooja assisted them with his interest., and that Avhen Tukara Sooja should be 
ready to promote the interest of the English Company, you would be ready to 
cultivate his friendship. Tukara Sooja has always befriended the three Com- 
panys, and has never spared any pains, nor never will to promote as much as in 
bis power all their interests. Whoever has told you that lie shews his friendship 
for the French only has invented and told you falsities. Whenever I shall 
have y® pleasure to see you I will commimicate the rest to you in private. 


No. 81.] 


From the Nabob, March 18tb, 1757, 
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send some out to figlit you immediately. If as the former, I beg you will stay 
where you are, for we can conquer the enemies we have to deal with here if 
they were ten times stronger. I have always had the greatest friendship for the 
Nabob ever since the treaty has been concluded, and I, have ever since been 
resolv’d to. fight for him against all his enemies. If he breaks his agreement 
with us, which he has solemnly sworn to, and to which you have put your seal 
as well as several other great men, the fault is his, for the agreement is 
mutual which says that our enemies shall be his, and his ours. I now declare 
to you the I’rench are our greatest enemies, and I will destroy them. It 
would give me great concern to see these troubles begin which must be fatal 
to one party, which God above knows.. Now you know my mind.. 


84 .] To tlie Nabob, March 22iid, 1757. 

Mutramul carrys my answer to your several perwannahs that Irec’d. 
with great pleasure; by this you will be acquainted with my sincere attachment 
to your Excellency. If you are determin’d to march this way I cannot forbid 
it, but I should be very sorry to see the troubles renew’d ; as I persuade 
myself you -will have pleasure in hearing good tidings from me. I therefore 
write this to inform you that hitherto I have only made use of musquetry 
against the Erench, but tomorrow early I shall open my batteries, and the ships 
xdll begin their fire, so that by the blessing of God I hope the place will be 
our own tomorrow. 

I this day heard of Roy Dullub’s march. I am much obliged to you, but in 
this case have no occasion for assistance. 

I pray that your Excellency maybe ever victorious over your real enemies 
and that God may bless you with health and prosperity. 


Ifo. 85.] To the Nabob, March 28rdi, 1757. 

I thank God to-day the 4th of the week and the 2nd of the Moon Rajup 
at 2 gurries day, we began our fire on the Erench. By his blessing and y' 
influence of your favour I was in possession of their fort at 6 gurries day.. 
As I am persuaded you will be pleas’d at my success, therefore I thought 
proper and necessary to send .vou the particulars of this victory. My heart’s 
earnest in your interest, and shall always be ready with my own life and that 
of my whole army to drive away your enemies. I hope that by your Excel- 
lency’s favour all our enemies in your country will fall into our hands. 


JIo, 86.] To Noncojiae, March 24-th, 1757. 

Tour agreeable letter, in which you acquaint me that you hear the Erench 
fort is in our possession', and as y® Nabob’s favour towai’ds you is daily • 
increasing, therefore you desire I will satisfie y® Nabob’s subjects at Hughley; 
that KistWrain Bose is sent to me to be acquainted with all the particulars, 
and that he -will acquaint me with whatever you have to request of me. I have 
receiv’d and consider’d the contents. The Erench fort fell into our hands 
yesterday. Kistnarain Bose will in private communieate to you all that I 
have told him. Let your heart be at ease, and carry on your business as 
usual and satisfie the Nabob’s subjects of Hughley, that they may be assured no 
harm is intended them. Erom the friendship between us, I expect that you give 
me up all Erench property in your power, and acquaint me what of their effects 
are come to your knowledge. In so doing you will give me great pleasure. ' 
Govindram Bose Tellogdar and other inliabitants- of the town. Colsanny 
in the district of Burro. Be it known to you that I have been informed that 
you arc leanng your habitations in apprehension of my army. I therefore write 
vou that you may knoAV that no people of mine shall go. into your or any other 
Villages. * Let your heart be at ease, carry on your business and pay the King’s 
revenue as usual, and no man of mine shall molest you. By this you’ll know 
it must be done. 
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iTo. 87.] To the Nabob, Mnroh 24th, 1757. 

I have receiv’d your gracious letter of the first of the Moon Eiajup 
Avherein you desire that I will not thro’ the misrepresentation of had men 
he persuaded to receive any ill impressions on account of Roy Dullub’s march, 
who may have dispatched to collect in y® revenues of the Burdwauii province. 
Permit me to request the same on my part, that you will not be displeas’d at 
the march of 600 seepoys whom I have sent to overtake 100 Prench soldiers 
that have made their escape. They have orders to go. as far as Nia Sawy, and 
to he very carefull not to molest any of yoiir Excellency’s subjects on the way, 
nor permit my enerhies to make use of this to my disadvantage. But as 
they are never ceasing their endeavours to deprive me of y® honour of your 
friendship, lam therefore determin’d to send Dilhur Jung to you in a day or 
two accompanyed by another Englishman. I beg you will receive him as myself 
and place confidence in everything be shall communicate to you on my behalf. 
I have given the severest orders to all my people not to molest any of your 
subjects, nor shall any of them dare to frown on them. Should any of your 
Rajahs or great Jemidars refuse to pay the revenues, I am ready at your 
desire to send any force you please to subdue them. Monseram, whom you have 
been pleased to send to me, is not yet arrived. 


No. 88.] From the Nabob, March 23rd, 1757. 

I am enter’d into a Treaty with you which I have sign’d and seal’d to and 
intend to keep firm to, and never intend to deviate from. I have comply’d 
with all l\Ir. Watts has proposed to me except a very few articles which I hope 
will be finish’d by the 16th of the month, as Mr. Watts will write you, and 
notwithstanding this I am told you are doing many things contrary to the 
Treaty, that you are treading under foot the towns on the Hughley side and 
provinces of Burdwaun and Nuddea. Why is this, and upon this Govinram 
Metre has sent a letter by Ramdeb Gose’s son, that as Goli Grant is annex’d to 
Calcutta that it be put in his power. What am I to think of this. I am per- 
suaded you know nothing of it. It was in full confidence that the Treaty would 
be observ’d that I made peace. .1 had in view the good of my subjects and ex- 
pected to receive the King's revenues, not that my subjects should be trod under 
my foot. It is proper that you should act in such ways that our friendship 
might daily gather strength, and that the busy mischief-makers should have no 
room to spread their evil reports. Shew Metre your resentment and take care 
that Roger Drake by speaking severely to him he do not fall into such errors 
again. I hope in God you will never find me false to my promise. I have 
spoke and explain’d to Mr. Watts a number of particulars that his letters will 
acquaint you with. 

Enclosed — I am told that the Erench forces are coming from the ports of 
Dekan to fight you, I therefore write you this that if you should have any 
occasion for the assistance of my forces that you write me speedily ; that they 
may be with you in time. 


No. 89.] To Govinram Metre, March 28th, 1757. 

I have receiv’d several letters from the Nabob aU complaining that you 
give great trouble to the inhabitants of the Government villages near Calcutta, 
and I hear from many hands that you greatly distress the inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, I therefore write you that you be veiy cautious, for if I ever hear of the 
like complaints I shall take such measures that such actions shall not pass 
unpunish’d. By this you will know it must be done. 


No. 90.] From the Nabob. Eec^ the March 29th, 1757. 

The particulars of your victory at Francedangy which I had long been im- 
qpatient to hear gave me inexpressible pleasure. I thank God that your enemies 
fiO‘ easily fell into your hands, and that their great place is fallen into your hands. 
Tou have now no longer auy uneasiness on this account. It has pleas’d God 
to make you and all your friends happy in this great victory. It is now proper 
that you should give, strict orders forbidding any of your people molesting the 
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inhabitants in and about Hugbley, or they will run away and the revenues will 
suffer greatly. Give Nuncomar such assurances that bis heart may be at ease, 
and that be may collect the revenues without fear. I have told Zub Datoot 
Tuja, Mr. Watts, many particulars which you will learn from his letters. 


Ho. 91.] From JnooAT Seat, no date. Rec^, March 1767. 

The obliging letter which you have with so much friendship wrote I have 
receiv’d with great pleasure. I always look on you as my friend and never spare 
nor never shall spare any pains to promote your business. Mr. Watts shews me 
great favour. Whatever he desires me regarding the Company’s business I 
look on the trouble attending it as a real pleasure. I have always the greatest 
pleasure in Mr. Watts’s goodness and friendly behaviour. I hope that you will 
always look on me- as your sincere friend and favour me with your kind and 
friendly letters, which will always give me the greatest pleasure. 


Ho. 92.] 


MtJTATIS Motandis. 


Ho. 93.] To the Nabob, March 29111, 17B7. 

I have had the pleasure of your Excellency’s letter wherein you assure me 
of the great joy you have had on the news of my success. While I have your' 
good wishes attending my undertakings, I am without fear for the event. It is 
in your Excellency’s power now to settle the peace of your kingdom on a solid 
foundation by completing the good work so far advanced. Erom what I have 
often wrote your Excellency that it was almost impossible that there can be a last- 
ing peace in your kingdom while there are two such powerful nations in it, 
because whenever a war breaks out between our two Kings they would not fail 
to extend the effects of it to these parts, endeavouring to drive each other from 
their settlements in Bengal. As also the Erenoh are a most ambitious and 
treacherous people as is evident from their behaviour in Golconda. All these 
circumstances make it absolutely necessary that your Excellency should deliver 
up to us the persons and effects of the French at Oossimhazar, and their other 
out-settlements, as being our enemies. We shall then be without rivals, and all 
our force ready to obey your commands, and assist you in punishing all those 
who shall dare to molest the peace of your kingdom. 


No, 94.] To the Nabob, March 29th, 1767, at the request of Nuncomar. 

Huneomar has visited me and given me full assurances of yom* grace and 
friendship towards me, which has given me inexpressible satisfaction, and I 
pray to God that he may increase your power and dominion. I am and ever 
shall be punctual in the performance of my Treaty with you, and am always 
ready to assist you in driving away your euemies. Nuncomar’s visit gave me 
great pleasure, as he is a very good and just man, which must have procured 
him the favour he enjoys in your Excellency’s service. Whenever he shall 
desire any assistance from me in the -Government I shall be ready to assist hini. 


No. 95.] From the Nabob, no date. Rec**. March 29th, 1757. 

Tour agreeable letter wherein you write me that one hundred soldiers are 
run from the French factory, that therefore you have sent six hundred men to 
take them as high as Nia Sawy, and that you intended to send Dilhur Jung and 
another Englishman with him to me, and that he should tell me that y(m are 
ready to assist me against any Bajahs that shall dare refuse paying the revenues, 
and that Monseram is not arrived, I have received. I make no doubt the seapoys 
that .went in pursuit of the French soldiers are now returned. It is not con- 
venient that Dilhur Jung should come here at present. If it please God as 
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soon as the Punnah* is ovev I will send the purwannah in his name to invito 
him here, at which time ho will set out. The Eajahs and Zemidars of Bengal 
liavc not such power that I need write to you to punish them. I shall apply 
to you when I hare groat wars, Monscram is hy (his time arrived. Mr. 
Watts is here on your behalf ; give credit to whatever he may write you,’ 
but don’t believe the reports of self-interested men. There are many men 
about me that endeavour to make us displeased with each other, hut I will 
never regard them. I have spoke many jiarticulars to Jlr. Watts as you will 
know from his let tors. 


No. 9G. ] Trom Son.MA Dowla, BAiiAmn Omdi-c At. MutxucK, Nabob of Arcot, no dnte. 

By advices from the ^ladrass Governour I am informed that you have pass’d 
the sc.ns with your army, and that you have put to shame and confusion the 
armies of the Nizam of licngal in such manner as you thought fit, and that 
you have taken and restored Calcutta to its former flourishing condition. When 
i heard you had done these things by your princely wisdom and bravery, it gave 
me ple.a’sure beyond description that knew no bounds, thus by your wisdom, 
bravery, and good conduct, the Chiefs of the Company shall find themselves 
happier and stronger than they were before. The ^ame of your victory shall 
spread over the world, and your character shine with redoubled splendor. We 
have .alw.ays been in friendship together, therefore' write me of your health 
and let our friendship increase. What I sliall say more? 


No. 97. ] From Co:.osr.t, Cuvn to tbo Nabob of Arcol, dated Morch SOtb, 1757. 

I have with great pleasure your friendly letter. But how shall I express 
my concern at, the ill state of your health. 1 hc.ar you have since suffer’d. It is 
in* the utmost warmth of friendship and sincerity that I assure you that when$ 
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23rd at 0 in the morning and at S they surrendered. Besides many cannon 
and war-like stores, we have taken prisoners a hundred gentlemen and seven 
hundred soldiers, I flatter my.‘:elf that we shall leave no enemies in this 
country, and hope to have the pleasure to embrace you very soon, and carry 
to your assistance a powerful and victorious army. The Nabob of this country 
respects us and is executing his Treaty as fast as he can. I enclose you his 
letter to me on the taking of the Pronch fort. You arc always present; to my 
mind and I am ever wishing you health and happiness. 


No. 98. ] To JuooAT Seat, Maroh 31st, 1757. 

I am favour’d with your friendly and obliging letter. I doubt not but you 
will now shew yourself the same friend as formerly to the English Company, 
and that we shall in you find the same kind mediator between the Government 
and the Company. I shall retain a grateful remembrance of any service, you do| 


• Piinnnb, properly Punyd, Corraptly Pnncnli, rcrimrnlnr corruption of Piiny.Uin, q. v. H. In lower prorinces 
tlio liny on wliicli tlio rcrenno fnr tlio ennninfr yenr is rcttleil, or on nnnnni mooting of the ilirect revenno.pnycrs at the 
office of tlio cliiof collector, or of tlio cuItivntiiiK' toimiita nt tlio omirt of tho zainindnr to determino tho nnioniit of tlie 
nssrs'ment; tlio nssembingo of tlio rcnt.pnyers fonning'n kind of festivni or liolidny. Tlioiormis also applied to the 
day on which the first instalment of tho nnnnni rent or revenno is paid : in somo ports of Ucngalznminddrf accounts nnd 
receipts iiro ontednted if tho Pnnyd instalment has not hcen discharged, i. e., if tlie rout for iho Bengal year 1249 imd 
been paid heforo tho Pnnyd of that year it would bo entered ns paid in 1248. 

Punyihn, Hindi, Mnr. A holiday, a sacred day, or one on wiiich religions observances nro Unjoined ; also tho day 

on which tho renter rovenno for tho O'lsning year is first settled, or on which the first iustolmont is paid. V^Uon’i 

Glotaary of India lirmr, 

' A portion is torn ofT this lottcr. 
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Two such powerful nations as the French and ourselves could never continue in 
this country without disturbances. The French are an ambitious people and would 
have acted the same here as on the Coast, whenever they could have an oppor- 
tunity to bring forces into the country. You are a wise and prudent man 
must be sensible how ruinous that would be. If you will look Into what was 
})ass’d on the Coast you will find the French have possess’d themselves of pro- 
vinces, while we have lent 120 lacks of rupees in support of the lawful Princci 
of which he is now indebted to us 66 lacks. You will find that our arms have 
always been employed for justice and for the support of our trade. We now 
only want a punctual execution of our Treaty with the Nabob to set down 
and carry on our trade as usual in our own place. Always let me hear of your 
liealth. 


No. 99.] To the Nabob, March 80th, 1757. 

I have just now the honour of your obliging letter, and agreeable to your 
desire have deferr’d sending the Major to you ; and as I shall always make it 
iny endeavour to shew you my sincerity, and from adherence to the Treaty in 
all my actions, so (as it your desire) I will in a very few days, as soon as a place 
can be got ready for them in Calcutta, withdraw the greatest part of my troops. 
The remainder shall keep at Cliandernagore as being the more healthy place, 
and also that Calcutta is in too ruinous a condition to receive my whole army. 

As I have never yet deviated in the least point from the friendship, I am 
amazed your Excellency should give such ear to my enemies as to think I had 
any intentions in moving with my army to the north of Chandernagore. I once 
more swear by the God that made me, that I ever will be true to all that I 
liave promis’d, and that I have nothing more at heart than that the friend- 
ship between your Excellency and the English may last for ever. I hope I 
shall find your Excellency’s heart the same, and that you will shortly fulfill all 
your engagements, and that the English from your justice will have ample 
restitution of all their losses, and by once more settling themselves down to trade, 
contribute to the increase of the revenues, and to make your kingdom florish. 

There wants nothing now to fix the peace of your kingdom, but that you 
should deliver up to us the French with their effects, wherever they are to be 
found in your dominions. For remember my words Sir, — let them take deep 
root in your mind, that whenever there are two such powerful nations, tiie 
peace of your country cannot be lasting. Oast your eyes on the Eekan and 
Carnctick country, and see what thousands of tlie Mogul’s subjects, what sums 
of money, what populous and magnificent cities have been lost by their taking 
opposite parts in the wars there. 

Your Excellency has now an oppoi’tunity of preventing the same unhappy 
scene ever passing in this country by entu’oly driving them out of it, and it will 
be always in our power to keep them so. What matters it whether the reve- 
nues of your country proceed from the trade of one or two nations, so that the 
amount be but the same. I have just receiv’d your letter of the 8th of the 
IMoon. Surely Nuncomar must have wrote you long e’er this, that I never in- 
tend the least injury to the inhabitants of Hughley. 

Is there a single subject of yours that can prove the English army has done 
him the least injury ? However, not to leave the least room for complaint 
agreeable to your desire, the greatest part of my army will remove to Calcutta 
very soon ; the ships are already moving. As to Chandernagore wo do not want 
further possessions in this country, being well satisfied with what we already 
have. We mean only to prevent the French, who are your enemies as well as 
ours, from ruining this country. For which purpose we mean utterly to 
destroy the fortifications of Francedangy, and then give the place up to your’ 
orders* to do as you think proper, providing you never restore, it to our enemies. 


Ho. 100.] From tlio Nabob, Warcli 28lli. Bee'' March 31st, 1757. 

I make no doubt but you will agreeable to my letters put a stop to Dilbur 
Jung’s coming. It were better that you should put a stop to the sending or 
coming yourself, and return to Calcutta, when ’tis proper 1*11 call you , myself. 
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Kevcv detorminc on sending anybody till I call them, least unknown to me'lie 
should receive any insult from my people whieh might hurt our friendship. 


No, 101.] From the Nabob, March 20th. Rco'* March 31st, 1757. 

God and his Prophet are witnesses to the agreement between us, and I 
shall firmly abide by it. Your troubles with the Prench are over. 'Why are 
you come on the Hughley side I cannot find out. It is necessary that you 
should regard the 'I’reaty between us, and return to Calcutta ; then the inhabi- 
tants of Hughley will return to their houses without fear, and the country 
about Hughley will flourish. 

If you w.ant the French factory it is well. Whatever they paid into the 
Treasury write to lilr. H'atts to make good here, and it is very well then you 
keep possession of the factory. 13ut if it he agreeable to you, it will he shew- 
ing yourself a man of great mind to give it up to them that they may carry 
on their trade as before. Write me an immediate answer. 


No. 102.] From IIaiaii DoLtOB Ham, March 29th. Rec^ March 31st, 1757. 

Your friendly letter, wherein you wrote that you hear I am arriv’d within 
ten coss of Hughley ; tliat you don’t know whether I am come as a friend or an 
enemy ; that if 1 am come as an enemy to give you a plain answer that you may 
send people to fight mo, as a friend to stay where I am, because you have no 
occasion for assistance against your enemies; that you have great respect for the 
Kahoh ; that there is an agreement between you signed by both, and myself, 
and other great men ; that if he hre.nks it the fault is on his side; that the 
French arc your great enemies and that you will destroy them ; that if the 
troubles arc renewed you shall ho very sorry for it; and that it must he had 
for one party, you don’t know which, and therein I have known your mind, 
I have u itl» pleasure receiv’d and am acquainted with the particulars. The 
news was false and untrue, and I wonder that you should have wrote me in 
such a hurry. The Bishenpore llaja having a great hallance of his revenues 
to pay which he refuses to do. A great hallance of the Burdwan country. 
The reports of IMonsr. Bussy’s coming to the assistance of the French by the 
way of Cuttack, in that case to support Rajaram Sing’s army and Sirnaum 
Sin’ir, Zemidar, who is with a large force and great provisions of warlike stores 
at Ballasore and INlidnapore. 

It was for these causes the Nabob sent me here the first of the Moon of 
llajup, that I might he at Cutwar the 8th. • My thoughts arc bent on these 
things.' being come as your enemy is false. The favour the Nabob shews 
from his hcjirt for you, I dare say you arc very sensible of. To he false to a 
promise is had in low men, how would it then he if great men were to break 
their words. I dare say the Government will he true to the Treaty, because 
by the flourishing of your settlement the whole country will florish. 

It is necessary that you should firmly adhere to your promise, and that 
you should befriend Nuncomar, that the tenants of Hughley may return. 
There will soon he a Phousdar appointed for Hughley. You must assist him 
likewise, and you must take care that Monsr. Bussy does not enter this country 
and raise troubles. 


No. 103.] Prom Coja Wazeed. Rec'’ March 3l8t, 1767. 

The favourable letter you wrote to my servant Seva Bauhoo has been 
communicated to me by him, and I am become acquainted with the contents. 
I am greatly concerned that you should he angry and displeas’d Avith me, who 
am known to all the world to have always been a friend to the English Com- 
pany and their agents. I am afraid that the representation of my enemies 
have made you thus angry with me without reason, what shall I do ? I cannot 
at this time pay my respects to you, or I would clear up all in your presence, 
and the wicked men that have done me these ill offices would he put to shame. 
Notwithstanding you having withdrawn your favour from' me I am as much 
their friend as ever. I shall never, since your war.with the French, spoke any 
further to the Nahoh- than that it woiiid he well if there was peace between 
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you, and tliat it would be good for all. And before this in your other affairs, by- 
the blessing of God, whatever I asked and sought for the good of the Company 
has. been done, and this is certain that I have always thought them the best 
of my friends, and that I shall spare no, pains in doing them any service in .my 
power. But I am afraid that self-interested men for their own views don’t like 
to see friendship between 'US.- As they like, wise want to persuade me you are 
not my friend, but I never gave credit to them. I hope in God you will do the 
same. May the lamp of friendship ever flame between us. 

In his own hand — It is only where we hope for friendship that we suffer any 
uneasiness and vexation ; where there’s no friendship there can be no concern. 
As I have a friendship of long date with the English, and knew them to be true 
and sincere in their friendship, it is therefore I write this from the sincerity of 
my heart; don’t think otherwise of it. If it is not inconvenient send me a 
person of confidence that I may by him give you assurances of the reality of my 
friendship. It is proper you should send such a one to me, or else calm the 
uneasiness of Seva Bauboo, and favour him with calling him to you, and he who 
is the friend to the English, and he will speak to you the words of friendship, 
and you’ll be pleas’d with him. 


No. 104.] To Omichdnd, April 8rd, 1757. 

Erom Mr. IV a tts’s letters, and from what I leai*n from other people, I am 
convinc’d of the pains you take to bring the Company’s affairs to an happy 
issue. Continue the same good endeavours and I shall be always ready to do 
you all the service in my power. 


No. 105.] To CoJA Wazeed, April 3rd, 1757. 

I have received your friendly letter, and shall be very glad to see Seva 
Bauboo, or any other person from you. 


No. 106.] From the Nabob, March 24th, 1757. Reo* April 6th. 

Seeing you take great pleasure in hunting I have therefore sent you two 
leopards extremely good at catching deer. Muterhamull carries them to you. 
Their keepers, -who attend them after having made them run before you, will 
give them over in charge to your servants. 


No. 107.] To the Nabob, Aj)ril 6th, 1757. 

I have had the honour of your Excellency’s letter dated the 12th of the 
I^Ioon Budjub (24'th March;.' 

Dewan Nuncomar has visited me and spoke much of your Highness’s 
favour towards me, of which I am truly convinced and return you my most 
hearty thanks. Your other favour of the same date I have also receiv’d, my 
answer to which must have reached you. I have open’d my mind fully to the 
Dewan, which no doubt he communicate to you. Believe me ever ready to 
assist and serve your Excellency when your affairs may require it, as 1 remain 
lixt in my resolution ever to adhere steadily to the Treaty 1 have made. 

The perfidious and underhand practices of the French are well known to 
everybody. I therefore hope your ears will he ever shut to any thing malicious 
])eople may endeavour to insinuate in their favour. Of all the goods and 
effects taken at Calcutta belonging to the Company and the inhabitants, &e.‘, 
not a tenth part fell into your hands. "Whatever therefore Maniekehund and 
those under him got at that place I trust you’ll order him to restore. Should 
he plead the impossibility of doing this, Jet me request you will order him to 
rcp.*iy whatever he himself received, and to send me those men who were em- 
ployed under him that I may recover of them what they took. 


No. 108,] From Skat Mabtub Ray. Kcc'* April 7tli, 1757. 

By the goodness of God, he who is the light of my eyes and dear to mo 
ns my life, ir.y son, the rich Seat Khoshall Chund (whom God preserve) is mar- 
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tied. May God grant that you may also rejoice at this his happy marriage. 
* Tis on this acc6unp‘ that according to our custom I have sent you a suit of rich 
gold-worked cloth, which as my friendship with the Company is of long stand- 
ing, I hope you will be so kind as to oblige me by your acceptance of. May God 
grant you long life and prosperity. 


From Seat Martob Rat to ColoebIi Clive. Rec^ April 7th, Uhl. 

By the goodness of God, he who is the light of my eyes and dear to me 
as my life, my son, the rich Seat Odychund (whom God preserve) is mar- 
ried, May God grant that you may also rejoice at this happy marriage. 
* Tis on this account that according to our custom I have sent you a rich suit 
of rich gold-worked cloth, which as my friendship with the Company is of long- 
standing, I hope you will be so kind as to oblige me by your acceptance of. 
May God grant you long life and prosperity. 


No. 109.1 From Seat Martub Rat to Colonel Clive. Rec* April 7th, 1757. 

My faithful and capable assistant Rungeet Roy, who has long continued 
with me, and who went to wait Upon you, on his return spoke so much in your 
praise, and represented the kindness you shew’d him in such high terms as 
justly merit my most hearty thanks. May God ever continue to you with 
your health so much goodness, and according to m’y wishes exalt you still 
higher. 


No. 110.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, April let. Ree®. April 8th, 1757. 

I have received your letters and observe its contents. Ever since your 
friendship with me commenced, by God’s assistance. I’ve observ’d strictly, and 
rely with confidence on ^our adherence to the Treaty. 

It is almost a year since I have enjoy’d the diversion of hunting, but now 
trusting in your friendship I have for a while retired to some distance from 
Muxadavad to follow this sport, and purpose returning again thither in a week 
hence. 

To observe both the contents of the letter sent by Monseram, and what he 
was desir’d to tell me by word of mouth, and am much pleased with your 
earnest wishes for my welfare. The letter I wrote you before this must have 
reached you. I wait your answer, and beg you will also write to Mr. Watts, who 
is a very understanding and capable man. When I have received your letters 
and am also informed by Mr. Watts of your desire you may depend upon my 
acting as is most proper. 


No. 111.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, April 4th. Reo®. April 8th, 1757. 

I received your letters and observe what you desire in regard to the French 
factories and their goods. I address you seeing you are a man of wisdom and 
knowledge, and well acquainted with the customs and trade of the world, and 
'you must know that the French, by the permission and phirmaund of the King, 
have built their several factories and carried on their trade in this kingdom. 
I. cannot therefore, without hurting my character and exposing myself to 
trouble hereafter, deliver up their goods and factories unless I have a written 
order from them for so doing, and I’m persuaded that from your friendship 
for me you w’d never be glad at any thing where my fame would suffer, as 
I, on my own part, am ever desirous of promoting your good. 

Mr. Rennault, the French Governor, being in your power, if you could get 
from him a paper under his own hand and seal to this purpose, that of his 
own will and pleasure he thereby gave up to the English Company’s servants 
and empowered them to receive all the factories, money, and* goods belonoin" 
to the French Company without any hindrance from the Nabob’s people 'and 
would send this to me, I should be secure by that from any trouble hereafter 
on that account. But it is absolutely necessary you come to some agreement 
. about the King’s duties arising on the French trade, for this reason that there 
may be no loss to the King. I shall- then be able to answer to his servants. 
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that in order to make good the King’s duties accruing from the French trade, 
I had delivered up their factories into the possession of tlie English. 


No. 112.] To the Nabob, April 8th, 1757, at Nuxcoaum'b desire. 

I had the honor of your Excellency’s letter, wliercin you observe that as 
the French had by the King’-s phirinaund built their several factories in tin's 
kingdom you could not without injuring your character deliver up their factories 
and goods unless you had a ■written order from them ; but that if I would 
send you an order from Mr. Rcnnault you would have no trouble afterwards to 
apprehend on this account. That it was also necessary to come to some agree- 
ment for making good the duties arising on the French trade. All the 
Europeans agreeable to the King’s ])hirmauud have settled their several factories 
in the different proAdnees of the Empire. 

The French and we are almost continual at war together. In any of the 
provinces when any place belonging to the French has been taken by the 
English, or if the French possessed themselves of any place of ours, the Gover- 
nor of that province never offered to detain the subordinate factories or goods 
belonging to either, nor ever required a written order for their delivery. Now 
that I have granted terms to Mr. Rennault, and that he is under my protection, 
it is contrary to our custom after this ever to use violences, and without it how* 
would he ever of his own will and pleasure write to desire you to deliver up his 
master’s property. Weigh the justice of this in your own mind. Notwith- 
standing we have received the French so low, you contrary to your own interest 
• and to the Treaty you have made that my enemies should be yours still support 
and encourage them. But should you think it would hurt your character to 
deliver up the French factories and goods, your Excellency has only to signify 
to me your approbation and I’ll march up and take them. 

You must be sensible there never will be peace and security in your pro- 
vince while the French continue in it, as they will ever be raising disturb- 
ances which must end in the ruin of your country and its inhabitants. On 
the first intimation that you stood in need of my assistance your Highness 
can’t forget how ready I was to obey yom* commands, and to set out to join you 
against your enemies. How different is your conduct in protecting my enemies 
from your professions of favour and kindness to me. Cbandeimagore being 
their chief settlement, to which all their other factories are subordinate, 
I expected after having taken it and made their Governor prisoner that you 
would have delivered the rest into my hands, and till such times as the 
factories and goods belong to the French are delivered into my hands, what- 
ever we- have hitherto done will avail us but little, and therefore your Highness 
will consider well that I will not do things by halves. I never have nor shall 
deviate from the articles of my agreement, and I am far from desiring the King’s 
revenues should be lessened. To prevent this I shall consult with the Admii-al, 
Governour, and Council, and write you the result. "What else I had to say I’ve 
told to Nuncomar, who will communicate it to you. 


No. 113.] To the Nabob, April ioth, 1757. 

I wrote your ExceUeney a day or two ago wherein I represented to your 
Excellency how contrary it is to the custom of a European nation to force 
Mr. Rennault to do what is disagreeable or hmtful to his Company and their 
affairs. As you are a man of great sense you w'ill at once see the unreasonable- 
ness of this request, and be satisfied -with my engaging to make good to your 
Excellency the King’s customs arising on the French trade, and taking care 
that the empire suffer nothing by the taking of Chandernagore, and the deh- 
very of the French their factories and effects. This I promise to do as long as 
they are kept out of the country. 

I went to Calcutta yesterday on purpose to settle this matter with the 
Governour, Admiral, and Council, and to convince you how much I have your • 
reputation and interest at heart. I thank God this business is done, and your- 
Excellency may be easy on that account. 

It gives me great concern to find there is so much delay , in fulfilling the 
articles of peace. . It is a long time since your Excellency promised to fulfill 
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everything in fifteen days; twice that time is passed, and most of the material 
articles as far from being put into execution as ever. Every day I receive 
complaints on this subject. I therefore take the liberty of putting down in 
writing what parts of the Treaty so solemnly sworn to, I desire may be com- 
plied with. 

1st. That the guns and ammunition taken at Cossimbazar and the other 
subordinates be restored. 

Slid, Purwannahs through the country, especially at Dacca, for the currency 
of our business. 

3i'd. Purwannahs for the currency of siccas coined at Calcutta alias 
Alenagur. 

4tli. Purwannahs for the thirty-eight villages. 

oth, Purwannahs for returning everything taken at the different aurungs 
and factories. 

I now call upon your Excellency in the name of God and his Prophet to 
fulfill the articles, and I further call upon your Excellency in the most sincere 
manner to put an entire confidence in the English, and to believe they will 
never forsake you. Things are come to such a pass now that the Prench must 
be expcll’d your province, or the English can never be assured of friendship. 
I conclude this letter with declaring before God and his Prophet Jesus, that if 
you will comply with the contents of this letter and be a true friend to the 
English, that 1 will in all respects act conformable to your wish and join you 
against your enemies. 


No. 114.] From the Nabob to Coloxel Clive, April 6th. Bec^ April 10th, 1757. 

I have receiv’d successively your several letters and rejoice to hear that 
you are well. You express in your letters your intentions that our agreement 
should be more deeply rooted, and desire that conformable to the articles I would 
speedily settle every thing regarding our factories and the clearance of our 
business. That I would deliver up to you all the French Company’s factories 
with their goods; that you heard that all who ran away from thence were coming 
to enter into iny service, on which account you were suspicious of my favouring 
them, and that Iliad no intentions of continuing in friendship with the English, 
because having before wrote to desire your assistance I had now forbid your 
coming. By the goodness of God the Treaty, as it ought, coutinues firm on each 
of our sides, aud will become more and more so every day. Rest satisfied that 
what regards the business of your factories shall be soon settled. "We will never 
recede from our agreement. I have already wrote you fully as to the French 
factories and their goods. Lest my letter should have miscarried I now enclose 
you a copy of it. Be assured if your answer is agreeable I’ll act according to 
Avhat I wrote. You are wise and discernuig, tell me for what end should I 
entertain iu my pay any of the French deserters, or what sernce could I hope 
from them. TTicked men report these falsities to you. I beg you will never 
believe what such men say. 

At the time I wrote for your assistance I had then another affair in view. 
Should I ever have such business in vieiv again, I’ll certainly write to you 
for your forces, and hope you’ll act accordingly. 

Having occasion for timbers and teak planks, being informed there are such 
as I want iu Chandernagore, reflecting that there is no difference betwixt us, 
’t is with freedom I write to desire you’ll send me 25 whole timbers and 
200 teak plank, and at the same time their invoice that I may pay the amount 
to jMr. Watts. By doing so you’R aftord me much satisfaction. 


No. 115.] From the Nabob to Coloxel Clive, April llth. Reo^. April 14th, 1757. 


1 have received your agreeable letter wherein you profess your sincere 
regard and friendship, your firmness to your agreement and desire of assisting 
me, that I would not listen to the malidous insinuations of wicked men. That 
you have received notone-tenth part of what was taken at Calcutta, and request- 
ing that I would inquire and try to recover this money, &c., or else send those 
who had received it to you. The news of your health and attachment to the 
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Treaty affords me much pleasure. I never attend, to malicious stories, and am 
true and steady to my agreement, nor ■mil I ever recede from what 1 and my 
Dewan have both seal’d. But in it there is nothiqg regarding the demands you 
make on others. If it had. been so, I would certainly have acted conformably, 
It becomes you a soldier of so great bravery and generosity to take care nothing 
should he sujperadded to the articles agreed' on, that I may have no cause to he 
displeased. I observe what Nuncomar has wrote by your desire concerning the 
French goods. It is much for my advantage, but the French Company being 
indebted to my subjects lacks of rupees, should I do so as Nuncomar has wrote 
what answer shall I make to the just demands of these their creditors. 


No. 116.] From Colonel Clive to the NasoB, dated April 16th, 1757. 

I have been favoured with your Excellency’s two letters of the 6th and 
11th of April. In my last I acquainted you with the several articles of the 
Treaty you made with us. still unexecuted, which I desired might be speedily 
executed, and I hope it is in great measure by this time. I likewise informed 
you that I had got the Admiral, Governour, and Council to consent that in case 
you delivered' up the French, their factories and effects, we should engage to 
make good the Xing’s customs arising on their trade, and take care that the 
empire suffered no loss by the taking ol Chandernagore, and its subordinate 
settlements as long as the French should be kept out of your country. Your 
Excellency’s compliance in this matter will give the English a certain proof of 
the sincerity of your friendship, and attach to you a set of people faithful in 
their alliances, and ready to fight your cause against i>ll enemies whatever. I 
have talked seriously with Nuncomar concerning the debts due from the French 
to your subjects. In war we cannot he supposed to be answerable for the debts 
our enemies have contracted, the half you so generously decline may be applied 
to that purpose, and Mr. Watts will be empowered to settle this matter. I am 
not a little surprized hmvever that any diCBculty about these effects should have 
prevented those persons -svho escaped from hence being delivered into my hands. 
Let me only assure you that if you permit them to go to Patna, they will 
certainly join your enemies the very first opportunity. Think well of this and. 
let them be put into my hands, as I before desired you, and they shall never do 
mischief. The French gentlemen whom’ I had permitted to retire to Ohinchura, 
and to whom I had shewn much kindness, abused this favour by encouraging 
the escape of the soldiers, and common people, and providing them means of 
going to Cossimbazar, and committing besides many other wrong practices. I 
therefore surrounded Ohinchura with my troops to prevent their escape, and 
demanded of the Dutch Directore that they should be delivered up to me, which 
accordingly was done. To put it effectually out of the power of these French' 
gentlemen to hurt us again, I have sent Mr. Bennault and his Council to 
Calcutta, and the other gentlemen to live at Chandernagore under my eye. 

With regard to my request about the money and goods, Manickchund and 
others secretly plundered at Calcutta should be delivered up to the English. 
I am perfectly sensible that this is not directly included in the Treaty, but I 
had heard that you were calling Manickchund to an account for what money 
and goods he had clandestinely taken to himself instead of bringing them to 
the account of the Circar. 

Your Excellency, who is endued wnth great good sense and strict justice, 
must allow that though Manickchund was unfaithful to the Cii’car yet the loss 
in fact was to the English. Your justice can only decide in our behalf. We 
repeat that we have no absolute claim on you thro’ the Treaty. Be assured 
we shall always abide by that, and never require more than our right. Those 
who break through such a solemn Treaty as that which is made between your 
Excellency and the English must never expect to be successful in their under- 
takings. 

in a paper aparl.—l shall he very liay)py if we have any timbers and 
plank fit for your purpose. I have desired Nuncomar to send some of his people 
to look at what we have got, and to take whatever they may find proper lor 
vour service. 
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No. 117.] FroratheNABOB, dated April 10th. Reed. April 16th, 1757. 

I thank God I continue still firm to whatever I*ve signed and agreed, as to 
all the aoods and money received hy me from Cossimbazar, Dacca, and the 
aurun"es, I have given orders to the Seats house for the payment of the money 
to Mr. Watts, and directed the vacqueel to deliver the goods out of the magazines. 
What little remains still undelivered I have deferred returning, till I have a 
discharge in full. 

I desire that you will forward to Mr. Watts a receipt wrote according to 
the copy I sent him and sign'd hy the Company, yourself, and the Council, 
having yotir respective seals annexed, writing him at the same time to deliver 
the receipt into the King’s counting-house and receive the rest of the goods. 
It becomes you also to adhere strictly to whatever you have agreed and sworn 
to on your part. The articles you have signed those I have by me, and those 
I si"‘ned you have got. I therefore trust that you will neither by the insinua- 
tions nor instance of self-interested men write any thing which is not conform- 
able to our Treaty, as it must be hurtful to it and to our friendship, and 
besides you need not expect I will pay any observance to it. 


No. 118.] Fro'n CoLoxr.i. Ci.ivk Io Jboobt Seat, April IClh, 1757. 

I wrote you, Ajuil Sth, expressing the great satisfaction it gave me to hear 
of your prosperity and happiness in the marriage of your two sons. 

Being sensible, how much the good of society and the happiness of M.anick- 
chund is promoted by tlic benefits of trade, it has ever been my desire that it 
should fiourisli and he secured from danger even in the midst of war. As a proof 
of it our great bankers on the Co.ast have accompany’d our eamp, and carried 
on their businc.^s securely during the war. Now that we arc again blest with 
peace in the province, it is hecoining the character of such men as you, who 
have raised their fame so high to study and pursue every method to repair by 
the encouragement of trade, t he damage and misfortunes sutTered by this country 
from the late troubles, and as you have long been in friendship with the Eng- 
lish I could heartily wi.sh for the continuance of it as formerly, that you would 
•send your Goinastah to Calcutta to carry on the business as usual, where he 
might ever he assured of my favour and pro^ction, I hope you now are 
thoroughly satisfied of our ])caccahlc intentions, and that our only desire is to 
extend our Commerce more than cv(?r. We therefore hope you will show your 
confidence in us and return Bejenauh, your former Gomastah, to Hugley. 

The Nahoh is very warm in his profession of friendship, and desire that the 
Treaty may he ever .strictly observed betwixt him and the English, and I dare 
say men of your disccrnmcni will show him how much his inier^f and fame, as 
well as the peace and prosperity of his subjects are concerned, that it should 
continue ever inviolate. I hope you will give us all the assistance you can m 
getting our business made clear, and assure the Nabob I shall always be ready 
to serve him with my whole anny. 


No. 120.] From the Nabob to Conxoi i. Cmvk, April Mth. — F~i 

Tour letters in relation to the French goods and *riieir factories, tpt you 
were far.from desiring there should be any loss to the King, na.tr ec. 

1 have observed the contents. For your satisfaction, anc m cr tnis^ 

that your enemies arc mine and mine yours, I have 
people out of my Suhaship.and have wrote expressly 

never to suffer those people, whom I have tiimed '"^’1 

province. I am ever readv to as.sist you, f 

or large army ever come into tins kingdom ^ 

before God and bis Prophets that whenever ~cs^~ — = 

will join you. Be assured of this, I look loireTsiVrrr:, Iccssrre 

by letter, and everythin" we liave agreed an ' = - srrccs. TL* 
whatever you have written coneeming the If I ci" -rc:z cesir= 

Irench are indebted to niv subjects I-'- sri— t— T- 

what ansAver can I cive to their lawfu i ^ ^ t - 2 ; aceciidirzl—. 
wisher and friend consider this wxdl, and wn.e -- 
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I have wrote before and now repeat it, that if you regard the Company's 
business you will beware from the instance and persuasion of self-interested 
men who desire to break the peace of requiring of me any more than what 
we have agreed to, as I will not listen to it. Should this not displease you, 
as you have the agreeinent by you, let whatever you write bo conformable to it. 
You will learn from Mr. Watts what has passed between us in private. 

In the Nabob’s own hand — If you design to keep the peace you will write 
me nothing without consulting the articles of Treaty. 


No. 121.] From Colonel Clive to tho Nabob, April {iOth, 1757. 

I had tho honour of your favour of tho Id-th, wherein you tell mo that 
for my satisfaction and in observance that your enemies were mine and mine 
yours, you had ordered Mr. Law and his attendants to quit your country and 
had wrote expressly to all your Naibs and Phousdars never to suffer them, 
whom you had turned out, to settle in any place in your Subaship, and that 
should the French ever enter this kingdom with a small or large force with an 
intention to fight me, you took God to witness, upon my writing to you, you 
would with your army come to my assistance ; this I might rest assured of. 

That should you act conformable to what I requested regarding the French 
factories and goods, what answer could you give to your subjects, their lawful 
creditors to whom they owed lacks of rupees. This you desired I would consider 
well, and write you. I am. attached with my heart and soul to your kindness, 
knowing well that your enemies are mine and mine yours. Put yet your 
Highness not delivering up Mr. Law and his people to me, and suffering them 
to go away is not very kind. Although I hold Mr. Law in very little consider- 
ation, yet nevertheless it could never be for your good to set my enemies, how- 
ever inconsiderable, at liberty, for be assured that should either tho Mahratas 
or Pattans, as they are now meditating, or any other enemies invade your 
country, they will certainly join them against you. I must therefore request 
your Excellency will allow me to send a part of my forces after them to take 
them prisoners, or else that your Excellency will do it yourself. I must further 
deshe you will remember the conditions on which we promised to make good 
the King’s duties arising on the French trade, were “ that you delivered into 
our hands all the French, their factories and effects, and while they were kept 
out of your kingdom.” I have spoken fully to Nuncomar in regard to the 
affair of the French creditors. Please to let me know whatever he has wrote 
you that I may be satisfied whether he has wrote you as I desired or not. 

It is universally known that conquerors are never answerable for the debts 
of the vanquished. I wrote you before that the half which you of your justice 
and generosity declined might be set aside for this purpose, and that there 
might on this account be no delay, I had directed Mr. Watts to settle this 
affair. Though the French effects were worth lacks of rupees I would not 
regard them, but I will never consent that one European among them shall 
get away: Depend upon this. Yet if they will agree to terms no liarm shall 
be done them. God is witness I am. steady to w^hat I have agreed to. It gives 
me great concern you are yet diffident of it. I am well persuaded your 
Highness will assist me, and you may ever depend upon my friendship and 
service. 

I hope your Highness will be so kind as to fulfill the articles of agreement 
as soon as possible, as I can’t in justice to the Company and honour to my 
King return to Calcutta till they have been complied with. This occasions a 
loss to you as well as to the Company. I pay no regard to what bad men 
would insinuate, neither do you, for what may be said to you by those w'ho 
desire to embroil affairs, defer fulfilling the agreement. When all the goods and 
money has been delivered to Mr. Watts, the discharge in full you desire shall 
he sent him to, be delivered to you. 


No. 122. ] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, April 15th. Reo“ April 21st, 1767. 

Y’our obliging letter, desiring the restitution of the guns, &c., taken by me 
at Cossim bazar and the other factories, and purwannahs for the' currency of 
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tlic Company’s business ns formerly, for coining siceas in Calcutta Alenagur, 
and for the thirly-oiglit villages, that I should return all the money and goods 
taken by mo at your factories and the aurunges, I have received and observe 
its contents. 

Having occasion for fifty . large cannon I shall look upon it as a mark of 
your friendship if you'll send them to me, else agree to receive the value of 
the gnus taken in Cossimba/.ar ; but if you '11 do neither, write me that I may 
return thcin to ]Mr. Wat ts. The piinvannahs for the currency of the Coin- 
pany’s business as usual were delivered Dilr. Watts before the receipt of youir 
letter. It is a wonder to me you have not as yet received advice of this. I 
have also now sent the purwannabs for the Hint in Calcutta.* 

Regarding the thirty-eight; villages, theJemidars, the Puniah now drawing 
near, at present are all busyed in collecting their rents. God willing when the 
Pnniah is over, I’ll give orders to all the Jemidars’ vacqucels about this 
business. You arc to pay the value and satisfy the Jemidars for whatever 
villages you take, and for such villages a purwannah shall be given, seeing in 
the pbirmaund it is mentioned you must satisfy the J emidars, I am firm and 
steady to my Treaty and never will depart from it. 

Mr. Law I have put out of the city, and have wrote expressly to my 
Nrtib at Patna to turn him and his attendants out of the boundaries of his 
Subasbip, and that he shall not suffer them to stay iu any place within it. If 
anybody represents ibis affair to you in a different light don’t believe him. 


Translation o[ the Message sent Jw the Nabob to ^Iit. Watts by Rdnoeet Roy and Meeb 
llAKHOn, wrote in Peiviaus from their mouth. 

Por your satisfaction I have turned the French out of Muxadahad, and 
wrote an order to Rajaram Naraiui Bahador, my Naih at Patna, to turn 
them out of his hounds. If after this your troops should come to fight them 
the peace and articles we have agreed to will no longer subsist. If you will 
hear now to what these two men shall say to you ’tis well ; if not depart from 
hence. 


Copy of Rajaram Sixg’s letter to the Nabob. 

Purrime and other Hircaras brought us by word of mouth this news from 
Cuttack that the Governour' of the Fort Barahatty and Ramagee Pundit® 
wrote to Taungee® and his mother and four brothers wdio stay at Punah with 
a design to fight Balagee^; that Rajaram' was with the Nabob’s forces at 
Ballasorc. Taungee and his mother wrote them back, that if the Nabob’s 
troops were at Ballasorc it was very well. We neither want the fort of Bara* 
batty, nor the Suhaship. ’Tis the chout we want. Sadruthul Rhan, the 
Nabob’s vacqueel, has given them answer, and wrote the Governour of Bara- 
hatty if any of the ilahrattas write to you to deliver up the fort to them 
do it, seeing there are great troubles about here, no less than 11,000 soldiers 
and Tcllingis belonging to the English being come to Ballasorc with an intent 
to take the country. But should they offer any violence to the Nabob’s 
subjects I will chastise them as they deserve. Everybody about Ballasore 
trembles for the Nabob’s army. 


No. 123. ] From Coja Wazid to Colonel Clive, dated 14th April. Reo® April 21st, 1757. 

I returned before this an answer to your friendly letter which I question 
not you received. I have now according to your request, and in consequence 
of your favour and friendship, sent to you Sudashew, who will acquaint you 
with eveiything. I am certain he will meet with from y^ou all the kindness 
great and leading men are wont to show. I hope you will hear attentively 
whatever Sudashew tells you, and let me have the pleasure of your answer 
speedily. 


I Suhordinnie to Mirza Sallee, Nnib of Cnttack. 

* The Mabrattoe'e vacqueel for collecting the ohont. 
^ Chief of the Mnhratioes. 

* One of the Mnbrattoe Generals. 

‘ The Nabob's Officer. 
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No, 124.] I’roM CoLONEt Clive to Coja Wazid, April 23rd, 1767. 

I have received your obliging letters. Sudasliew has been with rae, and by 
his discourse has given me great satisfaction. You may. rest satisfied he shall 
ever meet with my favour and protection, and should you yourself ever have 
any desire or intention to return to Hughley I do assure you that you may 
ever depend upon my friendship and readiness to assist you whenever it . lies in 
my power, and that it whl give me the greatest pleasure to see you soon again 
among us. 


No. 125. 1 From Colonel Clive to Mohhn Lall, April 2Srd, 1767. 

The Nabob’s late .proceedings and his message to Mr. Watts with many 
other particulars surprize me much, and have given me great concern. It appears 
to me as if this rich and fair country was to feel the fatal effects and desola- 
tion of war; for my own part I have in all my letters endeavoured to convince 
the Nabob of the sincerity of my intentions, but if he will put no confidence 
in them he must answer the consequences. Your great abilities and the great 
favor you enjoy with the Nabob have induced me to •write my sentiments that 
if possible his or our ruin may be prevented, for the fate of one of us it must be 
if the war begins again. If when the Nabob was before Calcutta I was able 
to encounter his army, I am not the less so now that my army is become 
strong again. Let me request it" as a mark of yohr friendship that I may now 
fight for the Nabob and not against him ; to fight for him is what I desire 
above all other considerations. Eemember that where confidence is wanttng there 
can be neither peace nor friendship. Our vacqueel being turned away and the 
threatening message sent to Mr. Watts has put me upon my guard, and I am 
assembling all my forces in order to march your way, if the Nabob be resolved 
to set aside all his former promises and break through his agreement’. 

In the Colonel’s own hand. — As the Nabob gives great attention to what 
you say I desire you will give him such advice as is consistent with his honor 
and the good of his country. In so doing you will gain the character of a 
faithful servant and make the English your friends. 


The Nabob’s letter to Nuncouab, April 2f3rd, 1767. 

Health to the honourable Nuncomar. I have received the letter you wrote 
me. I observe and approve of the pains you have taken to collect the King’s 
revenues, your endeavours for the safety and well-being of the province, and 
the answer you have made to Colonel Clive. 

The articles of agreement with the English Company are complied with, the 
money and goods belonging to the English factories at Oossimbazar and Dacca 
that were taken have been all returned to Mr. Watts, and the purwannahs for 
the currency of the Company’s business, agreeable to Mr. Watts’ own desire, 
together with the purwannah for the Mint at Calcutta, have been all delivered, 
which the Colonel must have been acquainted with by Mr. Watts. Kegarding 
the cannon I have wrote before to the Colonel ; on his answer this affair will 
also be settled. 

Although there is no mention of the Calcutta affairs in the Treaty, yet for 
the Colonel’s satisfaction I have got Maniokchund’s papers. His and the Com- 
pany’s Mutsiddies sent by Mr. Watts are now examining them with the Com- 
pany’s papers ; when this is over that business will also be settled. On my part . 
there never will be any deviation from the agreement. 

Concerning the French the case is this : It is not the custom of the head 
of the kingdom of Hindostan to bind and deliver up the weak because by so 
doing I should have a bad name tlirough the whole world. Nevertheless I have 
turned Mr. Law away from hence, and wrote expressly wherever I have any 
authority that they should not suffer them to abide there, but send them to the 
other side of the River Carramnasser. 
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-No. 126.] Prom Colonel Clive to the Nabob, April 24th, 1757. 

I have received with great satisfaction your Excellency’s letter desiring fifty 
pieces of cannon to ho furnished you, and acquainting me that after the Puniah 
is over yo\i will give orders about the thirty-eight villages on our satisfying the 
Jemidars agreeable to what is expressed in our phirmaund, and assuring me that 
you remain firm and steady to the Treaty and never will depart from it, and 
that you have put Mr. Law out of Muxadavad, and wrote to your Naib at 
Patna to turn him and his attendants out of the boundaries of your Subaship, 
and not to suffer them to stay in any place therein. 

I have likewise received from Mr. Watts a Persian writing containing the 
message you sent him by Rungeet Roy and Meer Bakhur' as taken from their 
own mouths, also a copy of Rajaram Sing’s letter to your Excellency which 
you desired might bo transmitted me. I don’t well understand the meaning of 
Rajaram Sing’s letter, but must imagine from the falsities, he would make 
your Highness believe that he designs to disturb our peace and friendship. I 
declare we have no more than 60 men at Ballasore and no forces have arrived 
but those I informed you of. 

I am sorry to find by the message to Mr. Watts and other particulars 
which have come to my ears that your Excellency harbours some displeasure 
against the English : as I set a great value on your friendship any decrease I 
})ercoive in it gives me the highest concern. I can solemnly swear that I bear 
the best intentions towards you and your Government. My readiness to under- 
take a long march to assist you against your enemies, and indeed all my actions 
ought to have convinced you of this. What passed before the Treaty is entirely 
forgot on our parts, and I persuade myself from your Excellency’s good sense 
and justice that it is the same with you. 

I have made no use of the large army under my command but to be at the 
French. I shall not on any account be the first to break the peace with your 
Excellency. But if you think proper to begin hostilities against us, I shall 
not at all be apprehensive for the consequences. God forbid that any difference 
should arise again between us, it shall not be my fault. It is in your power 
to have us for firm friends or formidable enemies. 

If I have so often desired the French to be delivered up to us, it was as 
much to secure the peace of your country as to benefit the Company’s trade. 
Should you be still resolved not to send them to us I shall depend upon your 
word that they are expelled out of your Subaship. 

It will be best that your Excellency be supplied with the fifty cannon you 
desire from this place or Calcutta as those of Cossimbazar will bo wanted for the 
fortifications of that place, and I hope you will order them to bo delivered to 
Mr. Watts. It unll be your Excellency’s fault if you do not receive signal proofs 
of the friendship of the English in this as well as any other occasions you may 
have for it. 

I think it necessary to acquaint you that I now send one officer, four or 
five soldiers and twenty Tellingees to Cossimbazar to bring away some of the 
money and effects we have there. 

In the Colonel’s own hand — Your behaviour to our Vacqueel has given me 
great uneasiness ; however that is over and forgotten. Trust me and I will be 
faithful unto you to the last, but remember that if you have given ear to my 
enemies and arc resolved- to break through the articles of agreement, you will 
become responsible for all the blood that shall be spilt, and all the mischief that 
shall be done. 


Translation of a Sunnud enclosed in n letter from Mr. Watts, 


ICazi Saliid Mnhn. 
mud Ivban, 


A copy of the Sunnud sealed with the seal of the hfabob, MusUafab Munsur- 
ul-Mumoluk Serajn Dowlah Bahader. Hybut Jung, 27th of the Moon Rajah 
in the 3rd year of Alumgeer’s reign. 


o 
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All Mutsiddies ttIio now are or liereafter may Ije, employed in tlie King’s 
business, all Oliowdiies, Kanoongoes, and others within the lieaven, the Suba- 
ship of Bengal, Behiar, and Oriza. Know ye that the English Company’s servants 
shall at all their factories and at all the aurunges buy and sell the Company’s 
goods and merchandize without any let or hindrance from you, and according 
to the royal phirmaund ye shall demand nothing from them. All the purwan- 
nahs which have been issued forbidding the levying any dutys, customs, or 
abwal (presents on particular occasions) and for the currency of sicca rupees 
• coined in Alenagur, Calcutta, through all the Subaships under my jurisdiction, 
their copies and the copy of this purwannah if sealed by the Kazi’s seal shall 
be deemed valid, ^and you shall act conformable to them. By the royal 
phirmaund and Husbul Hukhum which the English now possess forty biggas of 
ground are granted them wherever they shall build a f actor I therefore write 
you that in whatever place they shall as formerly build a factoiy you shall give 
them forty biggas of ground for that purpose, and be assisting to them in all their 
affairs. All this you will strictly observe. 


Translation of a Furwannab enclosed in a letter from Mr. Watts. 


Kazt Siihid Maha- 
mnd Khan. 


A copy of the purwannah sealed with the seal of the Nabob Mustatab 
Munsur ul Mumuluk Siraja Dowla Bahadar, Hybut Jung, dated the 1st of the 
Moon Shaban in the 4th year of the reign of Allumgier. 

To the Protectors of the High and Lofty. 

The great among Merchants the English Company on whom may the 
King’s favour ever rest. 

Erom the 1st day of the Moon Shaban the beginning of the 4tb year of 
the reign of Aalumgeer. New siccas being now begun to be struck *f or this 
year in all the mints. Do you also set up a mint in Alenagur Calcutta, and 
there continue to coin into Alenagur Calcutta siccas, all your gold and silver 
which comes in, and provided they be made equal in weight and fineness to those 
coined at Muxadavad, they shall then pass current in the King’s treasury, and 
nobody shall make any objection to them on accoimt of batta. But ye shall 
not coin siccas for any other people. 


No. 127.] From the Nabob to Colonei, Clive, April 26th, 1757. 

I received with pleasure your agreeable letter. Tou desire in it that I would 
fulfil the articles of agreement. As I am a well-wisher to mankind I remain 
unalterably firm to my Treaty. There neither is nor shall be any deviation from 
it on my side. The articles of the agreement with the Company are all com- 
plied with. Whatever goods and money belonging to the Company were taken 
by me at Cossimbazar and Dacca haVe been delivered back to Mr. Watts. The 
several purwannahs for the currency of the Company’s business, which are 
wrote agreeable to Mr. Watts’s desire, together with that for erecting a mint in 
- Calcutta Alenagur have been also put into his hands of which you have no- 
doubt been informed by his letter. I wrote you before in regard to the cannon 
and shall act to this conformable to your answer. 

Though in the articles nothing is mentioned relative to the Calcutta affairs, 
for your satisfaction however I have got from Manickchund the Calcutta 
accounts. His Mutsiddies and those sent on the part of the Company are now 
examining them with the Company’s papers ; when this is finished that busi- 
ness will be'likewise settled. Whatever broadcloth and etc. small articles have 
been taken for my use shall be paid for at the current price when Mr. Watts 
lays that before me. 

As to what you have wrote concerning Mr. Law, that it was very improper 
to set him at liberty, and that they would join with my enemies against me, 
therefore your forces would follow them, and you desired they might meet 
with no opposition from me. It is not the custom of Hindustan to bind and 
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deliver up to their enemies the weak, who have hegg’d their protection. I have 
turned Mr. Law out of my dominions. How should he ever dare to join with 
my enemies or yours, yet should this ever happen while I have such a man as 
you for my friend and assistant, God willing, by joining together we should 
punish him as he deserved. It is neither proper nor adviseahle for you to send 
forces after Mr. Law. Seeing the Zemidars of Behar Suhaship are very quarrel- 
some aud mischievous, should they have any difference with you, it would have 
a very had appearance and. occasion the ruin and devastation of the province. 
As a friend I have faithfully acquainted you with this. Eegardihg the Prench’ 
factories the affair stands thus. Their creditors are constantly applying to 
me for their debts. It is not the custom, neither does it become judges to shut 
thmr ears against the just demands of those who apply to them. You yourself 
came to this part on the complaints of your Company’s servants. Consider this 
within yourself, and then judge fairly. Munseram, when he arrives, will explain 
these things separately to you. 

By the favour- of God peace has been agreed upon betwixt Achmud 
Shah Ahdally and me. By repeated advices I am informed of his returning by 
continued marches from Delhi towards his own country, and that he had got 
as far as Paniput and Suniput. As I took upon Ahdally’s returning at his 
time in the light of a victory, for your pleasure and satisfaction I have ac- 
quainted you with it. It is very improper to send forces after the Prench. I 
have this day had advice that Sir. Law was got beyond the hills, and was 
continuing his march with all expedition. By the time, your forces could 
arrive at Muxadavad they will be past the Carumnasser. You can neither 
expect nor will you gain any advantage' hy sending the troops, except that of 
distressing the kingdon, and the consequence, if you take this step, will he the 
breaking the Treaty. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Cuvb, enclosed in the former. 

As the Treaty was solemnly sworn to, and the articles sign’d hy both 
parties, I have therefore no such designs, neither do I desire, while I possibly, 
can avoid it, to break the Treaty on my side. You desired Nuncomar to write 
that you intended to march this way, and that you had already sent 600 choice 
soldiers and 500 Tellingis. He adds that .your troops were continually going 
into Hugley, which occasioned much disturbance, and loss to the inhabitants. 
This is no ways warranted by the agreement. 

As by your army marching this way the Treaty must be infringed and 
the kingdom suffer. On this account I write you, so that if you do send an 
army this way, it is you who bre<ak the Treaty, and I am blameless. I have 
directed my Generals, when they received accounts of your having begun your 
march, to set out to meet you. 


From Mdttebmul to Baboo Sahib, enclosed in letter from Mb. Watts. 

The news of this place I have wrote* you before, I have just now further 
learned that 11 boats are gone loaded with cannon, ammunition, and muskets 
to Cossimbazar. Two Tellingis were going by land from them. I learned that 
500 choice Soldiers and 500 Tellingis will set out for that place this night, and 
1 hear there are 3 — sepoys assembled at Cossimbazar. I therefore U’rile )*ou 
it is very necessary to be upon your guard, and to send spys who may bring you 
certain intelligence. As you are a man of sense I trust you will make this 
known to the Nabob, that he may order a strong guard at his door, who may be 
ready with their arins night and day, and send some Hircaras to me. I am 
very attentive to my buwness ; nothing passes but I inform you of it. Above 
all keep a strict eye on Cossimbazar, as soldiers and seapoys arc going that wav 
daily. Tis my duty to ^quaint you and I constantly write you what hap- 
pens. You will send an Hireara to Raja Dulub Ram Bahadur that ho may be 

"wnriiSlAM ! yo" '^>'1 tl'o Nabob liot W 

occur. ^ ^ ^ ^ continue to advise you of what may further 
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NuncomAb's letter to the Nabob, enclosed in a. letter from Mn. Watts, April 28rd, 1757. . 

Yesterday the 22nd April, at midnight, the Colonel’s Munshie came to me 
and Mutteramul, and told us the Colonel called us for some business. As I 
suppose it was to talk about the . French affair, and therefore I returned the 
Munshie this answer that I was not then at leisure being occupied about , 
your business, but would cpme when that was finished. The Colonel being 
informed of this by his Munshie sent again another person to me and Mutter- ■ 
amul, an hour before day, who told us the Colonel, &c., were come out and 
then standing in the plain ; that he had something which he must tell me and 
desired I would step there for a moment. Finding it impossible to avoid go- 
ing, as he might put a bad construction on it, Mutteramul and I therefore 
went and found the Colonel, Major Roger Drake and others of the Calcutta 
Council standing all together, and observing the whole army and artillery 
(which were drawn up in Chandernagore plain to the north of Toldangy 
Garden) go through their exercise. They spent 2^ hours in tin’s amusement. 
Asking leave after this to go away he desired us to go along with him for a 
little while to the garden. Having got there and in private he then told us 
you had contradicted all the favour you had professed for them, and had used 
very harsh expressions to Mr. Watts and the Vacqueel, and told them plainly to 
come no more into your presence, by which it appears to me the Nabob has been 
listening to iny enemies. I shall therefore begin my march tomorrow towards 
the Nabob, and do you acquaint him of it. As Mutteramul and I were quite 
ignorant of what had passed betwixt you and Mr. Watts, according to my 
weak understanding I made this reply — that in every purwannah received by 
me your kindness for them seemed to increase daily. Why should he proceed so 
hastily, God willing, whatever the Nabob said he would do for you will be 
soon fulfilled ; though we repeated this again and again, yet he seemed far from 
being convinced. We afterwards told him that we had addressed you in regard 
to this affair, that your answer would arrive in a few days with which we 
would acquaint him, and till this answer arrived begg’d he’d not be uneasy, 
nor give place to malicious insinuations to your prejudice. This was the dis- 
course we had, and I have therefore wrote you, as it was proper and fit you 
should be informed of it, and hope speedily for your answer. 


No, 128.] From Coi.onel Clive to tlie Nabob, April 30th, 1757. 

I have received the favour of your Excellency’s letter by Munseram. I 
forthwith sent for Nuncomar and Mutteramul, that for your satisfaction I 
might prove before Munseram the falsity of what they had wrote you concern- 
ing the march of my army. I having heard that your Excellency was dis- 
pleased at something- 1 had wrote, that you had tore my letter, and had turned 
our Vacqueel out of your presence, and ordered Meer Jaffer to march against 
me. It was on this account I called Nuncomar and told him as I imagined 
from these proceedings you had an intention to break the Treaty, I should 
therefore be on my guard and prepare for the worst. But I never entertained 
the least thought of moving your way unless I should be obliged to it. Your 
Highness informing me of several of the particulars of Nuncomar’s letter I 
esteem as a proof of your friendship. I am extremelyrglad that I have now an 
opportunity of satisfying you as to the falsity of what has* been wrote you, and 
' to convince you of that, and at the same time of the sincerity of my intentions, 
I have ordered that my troops shall in a day or two retire into garrison, the 
major part to Calcutta and the rest to Chandernagore. 

Your Excellency has fulfilled most of the articles of our agreement. Those 
yet remainii:|g I hope will be also complied with soon, and that you will, 
conformable to the Treaty and agreeable to what you have wrote me, finfgli the 
affair of the thirty-eight villages when the Puniah is over. 

I have just now received a letter from Mr. Watts that Roy Dulub has 
stopt some boats with 5 soldiers, 20 seapoys and some ammunition going to 
Cossimbazar. This has given me much concern : the smallness of tlie force must 
convince you I would have no bad intentions, besides I acquainted you in 
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my last letter witb my reasons for sending them, •\rliich was to bring down some 
of the money and goods from Cossimbazar in order to carry on our trade 
again. If you' would no.t listen to my enemies, you shall find the English the 
most faithful people in your province. Nuncomar wrote I was sending 600 
soldiers and 600 Tellingis. By this time you are convinced of the falsity of this 
report ; whenever I send anything without acquainting you of it, then you inay 
believe I am not your friend, but not before. However to satisfy you. and con- 
vince you I am determined to abide by your agreement. I have ordered all my 
army into garrison. If your Excellency has occasion for the cannon of Cossim- 
bazar you may keep them. 


No. 129. ] Prom CotONEi; Cuve to the Nabob, May 2nd, 1757. 

Erom what I have wrote your Highness in my last, and from the advices 
you must have had from Munseram, who has seen every thing, I am persuaded 
you are fully satisfied of the falsity of what has been wrote yoil from this 
quarter. That your Highness may have no longer any suspicions or doubt of 
the truth pf what I have often declared to you — that I desire nothing so much 
as to live in peace and friendship with you, and to make your kingdom 
flourish by extending our trade, I have ordered the greatest part of my army 
to Calcutta, and the rest to Chandernagore, and I expect to hear your Excel- 
lency has ordered your troops to return to Muxadavad. It has given me great 
concern to hear your Excellency had given so great credit to false informers and 
my enemies as to insist on searching our factory at Cossimbazar. What you 
discovered there will be a sufficient proof how little reason you had to suspect 
us of any such underhand practices. I know not what may be the custom in 
this country, but I assure your Highness I am above acting so false a part. 
My resolution once taken I act openly and fairly. Your Excellency must 
perceive there never can be that mutual confidence and cordial friendship be- 
twixt us, which is so greatly to be desired for the good and prosperity of both, 
while you will believe whatever is told to my prejudice by men void of charac- 
ter and truth. I have, therefore, long wished that a person of truth, wisdom, 
and reputation from your Highness might remain with me, who being made 
sensible of the goodness of my intentions and fairness of my actions, might 
thoroughly convince you, that it is my desire and aim that the English should 
ever possess your favour and friendship, and be always regarded and depended on 
by you as your firmest support, which they will ever prove while your Highness 
trusts to them. 


No. 130. 3 From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, May 4tb, 1757. 

Munseram has been with me and the Admiral; he will inform your Excel- 
lency of what he knows. I have desired him only to tell the truth which .is all 
I expect from him. 

I almost despair of enjoying your Excellency’s friendship while you listen 
to the idle stories and falsities of men of mean extraction. Eor my own part I 
despise them, being persuaded that for the sake of a few rupees they will say 
whatever they are bid. If a man of family and good name was near me, you 
then would soon be convinced of the English truth and justice. 

Yesterday my army broke up their camp ; more than half is gone to 
Calcutta, the rest remain at Chandernagore. Calcutta is become a place of 
such misery since your army almost destroyed it, that there is not room for 
more soldiers without endangering their lives by sickness. However, further to 
satisfy you, I shall order down to Calcutta all my field cannon. I expect to hear 
that your army has retired likewise to Muxadavad, and that you have been as 
expeditious in performing what you promised as I have. 

I hear you have stopt Captain Grant. This surely is not an act of your 
friendship or agreeable to the articles of agreement. When your Excellency 
gave up Cossimbazar with its guns, &c., you could not expect it should neither 
have guns or ammunition in it for its defence. I am sure this was not so in y our 
grandfather’s time, neither did you find it in that condition when you ohhged 
Mr. Watts to deliver it to you. I shall reside at the French gardens, a very 
convenient and pleasant house to the southward of Chandernagore. 
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No. 131.] From Mouon Lal to Colokei. Cuve, .3rd Miiy, Rcc'*, May 6tlj, 1757. 

I liav6 received with pleasure your friendly letter, and observe its contents. 
The Nabob, my master, is firm to the peace and Treaty he concluded with you, 
in conformity to which he has given the Sunnud andPurwannahs for the cuiTcncy 
of the Company’s business as forruerly, through all the districts under his authori- 
ty, and he has also caused to be delivered to Mr. Watts all the goods and effects 
taken by him atOossimbazarand Dacca and the aurunges. The other accounts 
being settled ; whatever goods appear by the papers yet remaining shall be de- 
livered, to Mr. Watts. By the goodness of God there neither has nor shall be the 
smallest deviation from what, he has agreed to. Rest satisfied of this. Nor 
believe otherwise what may be wrote to you or told you by wicked men who 
make mountains of mole-hills. Continue you . also steady on your part, and 
leaving as many of your men as is proper at Chandernagore return with the 
rest to Calcutta, and there carry on your trade. As your staying at this time 
with your army about Hugley W'ill occasion great doubts and suspicions in the 
minds of the country people, and hinder them from labouring the ground to 
the detriment of the King’s revenues arising thereon, and it will likewise give 
room for malicious people to invent falsities and stories against you. This you 
will please to consider well. I have just seen Mr. Watts : he will acquaint you 
of what past betwixt us. 

You may ever depend upon my assistance in everything that may regard 
the Company’s trade, while you remain sincere in your actions and carry on 
the Company’s business fairly. 


Translation. oE a copy of Purwannab under Moiiuw Lal Bahadas’s seal directed to Jusseru 
Khan at Dacca, inclosed in a letter from Mr. Watts. 

The English Vacqueel having represented to the Nabob that in virtue of 
his purwannah for the restoring the English Company at Dacca, and for the 
currency of their business, the English had dispatched goods from thence 
to Calcutta, but that several of those who sought to evade and pay no regard 
to this purwannah had stopt them, and would not suffer them to proceed in 
expectation thereby of getting something. Eurtber that on this account all 
buying and selling in the circumjacent places continued yet stopt. As it is 
extremely wrong after receiving the Nabob’s purwannah and what I wrote you 
that anything should be stopt, I, therefore, again positively write you oh the 
receipt of this, that you acquaint all your people that none of them shall 
molest or impede the English Company in their buying, selling, bringing, or 
carrying away their goods. That their business go on as formerly, and all of 
you be assisting to them in any affairs which may come before you. Should any 
more complaints be ever brought me on this head, look ye to the conse- 
quences. 


No. 132.] From Juggat Seat to Colonel Clive. Bee* May 9th, 1757. 

It was with the highest pleasure I received your obliging letter desiring 
me to send Bejenaut to carry on the business of our house, and assuring me 
that after his arrival, we should have evident proofs of the favour and assistance 
you promised to show him for our former friendship. I am well convinced I 
may depend upon your favour, but the case is this. Bejenaut, on the breaking 
out of the troubles, left Hugley, and staid at a small distance from it. When 
the Nabob went there he called him and sent him hack to Muxadavad, where 
he has brought all his family. Zuhrah (Venus) is now set and the time is inaus- 
picious for 2 months 16 days to set out from home to go about any good work, 
but God willing, when the time is lucky I will send him and acquaint you there- 
with. I hope you will continue to favour me with accounts of your good 
health. 


No. 133.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. Bee* May 9th, 1767. 

Understanding from Omiohund that you are very well pleased and satis- 
fied with Mr. Pearkes, one of the Company’s Councillors at Calcutta, who stays 
with you, I participate in your pleasure on this account, and have therefore 
sent by Hazarimull a dress and a horse for him, which it would be agreeable 
to me if you yourself would deliver to him. 
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No, 134.] Prom Colonei. Clive to the Nabob, May Htb, 1757. 

It is ivith great concern I daily liear of your Excellency infringing the 
Treaty. These reports are confirmed to me by j^our stopping the Company’s 
treasure and goods coming from their factory at Cossimbazar. If the English 
are yoiir enpmies you are in the right to forbid the currency of their trade 
and free passage through your country, and if after the receipt of this you 
persev.ei'e in stopping them, I shall look upon it as a declaration that you do 
not chuse the English for your, friends, the more so that after the niost solemn 
promise of •withdrawing your army as soon as I ordered mine into quarters, 
yours still continues in the field to the great detriment of the trade and ruin 
of your counti'y, for the consequences must he, if they continue in camp many 
days longer, that my troops must again take the field. Tour Excellency has 
taken no notice of many letters I have lately wrote you expressing the strongest 
inclinations to peace and friendship. Were you as anxious to see the trade 
of your country flourish as I am, you would he more desirous of peace, and 
your subjects be happy. 

in a paper apart. — I hear a report of the M.ahrattas having a design to 
enter the country. Your Excellency may be assured of my best endeavours to 
prevent their coming, and that if you fulfill the Treaty with the English you 
shall always find me your friend. 


No. 135.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, May lOtli, Reo'* Msiy 16th, 1757. 

The intrepid Sheik Amr-ul-la, who has served me for many years, in whom 
I have grent confidence, I have now promoted to be Naib of the Hugley 
district, and he will arrive there very soon. You will speak to him as what 
may concern the Company’s business in that quarter. I have talked to him 
myself on this head, and he will act accordingly. 


No. 136.] Prom Colonel Cuve to the Nabob, May SOth, 1757. 

Mr. Scrafton, the hearer of this, will communicate some particulars of 
great consequence, llemember I tell you once more if you persist in mistrust- 
ing the English you must be in secret their enemies, and have not forgiven 
" them what has happened at Calcutta and Chandernagore. The miseries they 
suffer’d by their expulsion from Calcutta no pen can describe, and what they 
did for the recovery of their losses is no more tha.n what you yourself would 
have done in the like case. I make this last effort to obtain your confidence 
and good opinion, and to convince you, it is for my interest to assist you against 
all your enemies whatever, for without peace there can be no trade and with- 
out trade the Europeans cannot subsist, or your dominions -flourish. Though 
you promised to withdraw your forces they still remain in the field, the conse- 
quences of which are the great merchants of Muxadavad will not come down 
to Calcutta, or trust their money and effects abroad, neither dare we trust our 
money to the aurunges or carry on our investments. The navigation of the 
Ganges is entirely at an end, your people seize and make prisoners eveiybody 
either going up or coming down. If you have the trade of your country at 
heart, consider well of these things, and do not drive the English to the sad 
necessity of believing you are determined to destroy them .whenever you have 
an opportunity. 


0. 137.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, May 17th, Rec^ May .2.3rd, 1757. 

I firmly adhere to whatever I have agreed to. Neither have I nor will I 
ever deviate from it. I consider your enemies as mine, and at any time should 
you lyant my assistance, on your advising me I will send it, and should I ever 
have occasion for your army I shall demand your assistance. 

By the 'favour and goodness of God Abdally is returning by continued 
marches to his own country. We have been in peace with the Mahrattoes 
these seven years past, and we are in strict friendship with them. They are very 
sincere in their contracts and will never break their agreement. I have their 
Treaty ratified and sealed on their part and they have mine. They will never 
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depart from this Treaty or ever ' come this way, whoever told you tliat news 
told you an untruth. My troops continue at Plassy and Daodpoore, because in 
the city the inhabitants suHer greatly from ' them, the most of my forces 
remain without the city. You may witli great confidence continue to, carry 
on your trade ; none will ever make any opposition to it. What I have wrote 
I will stand by, and request you will always consult that when you write me. 
As our business is only this to observe punctually whatever wc have agreed 
to, it cannot concern you whether I withdraw my army or keep them in the 
field. You may very safely carry on your trade. 


No. 138.] From the Nabob to Colonbl Clivjb, dated May 20tli, Rcc**. 24th, 1757. 

■you are endued with great sense and a mature judgment. Consider then 
within yourself why, unless I desired to see you again carry on the trade of 
your Company in my kingdom, do I, agreeable to your articles, restore to them 
all their goods, etea., seized by me in their factories. N ever, never conjecture that 
I will retract from my agreement, and renew the war from any insinuations 
of self-interested and designing men. Shuffling and insincerity is a most shame- 
ful stain in a soldier, .and no less unbecoming is it in men of birth and fortune 
to recede without cause from the contracts they have made. This however 
is most certain that till such time as I receive a discharge witness’d by you 
and the Admiral for such articles of the agreement as I have fulfilled, and 
while you decline carrying on your trade as you used to do, men will ever be 
representing things to your prejudice. 


No. 139.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated May 21st, Reca. 24th, May, 1757. 

Everything taken by me at the different factories has been delivered to Mr. 
Watts ; a little only remains which I have set aside and i*eserved till I shall 
receive a discharge in full. Yet notwithstanding this Mr. Watts refuses to give 
me an acquittance importing that he has received in full every thing taken by 
me. On this account I address you, seeing that after articles had been agreed 
and signed to, and agreeable thereto, I have returned all the money and goods, 
the refusing to give me an acquittance is contrary to the rules and practice 
of trade. Till such time as this arrives, and the Company’s business goes on as- 
formerly, how can I rely on the Treaty, or trust in your friendship. Be judge of 
this yourself and speedily send me a discharge in full under the Company’s Seal 
and the Seals of the Council attested by you and the Admiral. By this I shall 
perceive your intentions are sincere and your friendship well rooted. 


No. 140.] From Mohon Lal to Colonel Cuvb, doted May 21st, Reo**. May 24tlj, 1767. 

Agreeable to the Treaty made -with the Nabob whatever was taken by him 
has been delivered to Mr. Watts, the amount of the things expended for the 
Nabob’s use only excepted, which Mr. Watts won’t consent to receive at. the bazar 
price, nor will he give a discharge acknowledging his having' received in full 
whatever was taken by the Nabob. But as you desire the good of the whole and 
the satisfaction of both parties, I am certain this is not agreeable to your intentions. 
I therefore write you to desire you will send quickly a general discharge a!cknow- 
ledging your having received everything seized by the Nabob at all the factories 
andaurunges under the Seak of the Company and the Council, and attested by 
you and Admiral Watson as in the articles of agreement, and immediately .write to 
Mr. Watts to receive the amount of the goods at the current price. Would you 
act thus, and as formely carry on the Company’s business, these disputes would 
beat an end, and the Nabob will be convinced of the sincerity of your friendship 
and that you will stand by him, which will afford him great satisfaction. » 


1 ^ 0 . 141 .] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, May 25 th, 1767 . 

I have received your Excellency’s several letters. By this time I hope Mr. 
Scrafton has been with you, and that you are thoroughly convinced of the English 
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friendsliip and our resolution to abide by our agreement. I have already said 
as much as can be said about withdrawing your army, and that we can carry 
on no trade while the navigation of the river is obstructed. Tour own mer- 
chants at Muxadavad will neither come here nor trust their money abroad while 
your army continues encamped on the banks of the river, very wisely conjectur- 
ing there can be no safety for trade as long as we mistrust one another. I put 
an entire confidence in your Excellency when agreeable to your request I with- 
draw all my forces and returned the most of them to Calcutta. Had you put the 
like confidence in me by withdrawing your army also agreeable to your promise, 
all suspicions had been at an end. 

I observe what you write about sending you a receipt in full under the 
Seals of the Company and the Council attested by the Admiral and me for all 
that was taken by you at our different factories and aurunges. As your Excel- 
lency has always professed yourself a great lover of justice, your Excellency 
cannot in reason desire us to give an acquittance for the whole when only part 
has been received. It is certain there are several lacks of rupees yet due not 
only on the Calcutta account, but on that of Cossimbazar, Dacca, and the 
aurungs. However, agreeable to your desire I will get an acquittance properly 
signed and sealed, which shall be sent to Mr. "Watts with orders to deliver it to 
your Excellency as soon as these accounts are fully settled, in which I flatter 
myself there will be no delay. 

I cannot help reminding your Excellency that though the Puniah is long 
since over I do not find that any measures are taken for putting us in possession 
of the thirty-eight villages. Nor do I hear that Mr. Law is far advanced on his 
route towards the Carumnasser. Tour Excellency wiU give the English an 
effectual proof of the sincerity of your friendship by fulfilling these points of 
your promise. 


No. 142.] From the Nabob to Colonei, Cmve. Rec'* May 26th, 1767. 

The intrepid Sheikh Amr-ul-la, who is now firmly established the Phousdar 
of Hughley, representing that unless Coja Wazeed, who is my friend and the chief 
man in that part of the country, accompanied him, the business there would not 
go on as it ought, nor the place ever flourish. I have on these considerations sent 
him also and charged him with many particulars, which he will communicate to 
you by word of mouth. I am persuaded you will act according to what he shall 
represent to you. Tou may confidently rely on me in every respect, and carry 
on the Company’s business depending on my assistance in every thing regarding 
trade. 


No. 143.] From Coja Wazeed to Colonel Clive, May 24th, Rec^ May 2Sth, 1757. 

I have had the pleasure of your letter. Several affairs with which I have 
been occupied has hindered me till now from answering it. It must be allowed 
you have in no respect violated the Treaty, nor has the Nabob any other view but 
that the Treaty may on both sides be strictly adhered to, and the Company’s 
trade prosper. As I perceive that wicked and self-interested men desire above 
all things to set you at variance with the Nabob, and use every means to 
hinder a sincere friendship and reconciliation betwixt you, I have therefore 
agreeable to what you have wrote, and by the Nabob’s order set out for Hugley, 
hoping soon to have the pleasure of meeting you, and of laying before you 
many particulars, by which I trust you will in every degree be satisfied, and 
that your friendship for the Nabob and his kindness for you shall increase 
daily. 


No. 144. ] From Colonel Clive to tbe Nabob, June 1st, 1757. 

•' * 

I have received your letter by Muteramul. I am very much obliged to 
your Excellency for sending Coja Wazeed here. We have all talked together, 
and I make no doubt but everything will be settled to our mutual satisfaction, 
and' that your country will flourish in the same manner as it did under your 
grandfather. 

H 
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No. 145.]. T’l'otn tlio Nabob to ColoneIj Clive, Mny 27tli. Keo*’ Jiiiio 2iit], 1767. 

I am now avoU assured, and it appears plainly to me and by what Mr. 
Scrafton lias told me that mischievous people have, hitherto been endeavouring 
to sot us at varianee tliough neither of us have deviated from. our agreement. 
On this consideration I liave expressly wrote to our brothers, the redoubtable 
Bajah Dulub Bam, to the redoubtable Meer Mahmud Jaffor Khan, and toMeer 
Miiddun to; return hither w:ith their armies as soon as possible, and they will 
accordingly be w:ith me speedily. It becomes you on your part to act agreeable 
to our Treaty, to endeavour that there bo not the smallest, deviation from it, 
and that our friendship may encrcaso. With confidence also go on with the 
Company’s business so that both the merchants and the poor may be benefited 
thereby. 

In his own hand. — Bely on me in every respeot with the greatest confi- 
dence, and carry on your Company’s trade. 


No. 146. ] Prom Colonel Clive to tho Nabob, Juno 8tli, 1767. 

Sheikh Amr-ul-la arrived at Hughley some days ago. I was in hopes to have 
beard many particulars from him agreeable to your ExccUoncy*s letter, Jjut he 
has not been with me, but from Mr. Scrafton I liavo learnt that your Excel- 
lency has been pleased to give your orders to Bajah ATohun Lai to take in 
hand and finish tho execution of the Treaty as soon as possible. But I am 
much surprised to find by Mr, Watts* letter that the affair does not draw to a 
conclusion ; in the meantime tho season for our business is passing. I hope 
your Excellency will take this into consideration. 


Tmuslflto of two letters delivered by Coja Wazked to Colonel Clive. 

From Mons. Law to Coja Waeked, 20tU of the AToon Sliivan. 

I have received a purwannah from the Nabob to tho following effect : 

“ That the English are again meditating some treachery against me; wherever 
this may find you, you are to return from thence.” I am arrived at Boggle- 
pore at a great expence wherefore I cannot move at present, but I send ray 
Deputy Mons. Sinfray that he may write me the reason of my being called, 
and then I will go there. As you always show mo great favour therefore I 
write you to desire you will let me know the cause of tho rupture between tho 
Nabob and the English, and what has the Nabob sent to me for. I hope you 
will oblige mo in answering these particulars. Mons, Sinfr.ay is going there. 
If you have any orders for him send for him, and acquaint him with them, and 
you will oblige mo. 


From MmzA Sallee to Coja Wazbed. (No date.) 

I have received a purwanuah to the following effect : — “ That the distin- 
guished of the Empire, the sword of riches, the victorious in war Mons. 
Bnssy is coming to assist Mons. Bennault, the Governour of Chan derna fore! 
That I am not to oppose the passage of Mons. Bussy*s forces, that I must ^o 
out to meet him, and show him respect, and send him your way.” As yet°I 
hear nothing of his coming this way, but agreeable to the Nabob’s order I have 
wrote to all the Jemidars and Thannadars on that side of the country, that if 
Mons. Bussy should march this way not to impede their coming, and to give 
me immediate advice of his coming that I may go to meet him, court his 
friendship, and send him that way. 


No. 147.] From Colonel Clive to Sheikh Amb-ul-la, Juno 12th, 1767. 

I am now marching to. Aluxadavad in order to see tho articles of the 
Treaty complied with which have been long delayed. Keep yourself quiet in, 
Hugley and nobody shall molest you, but if you make tho least stir depend 
on it I shall send people to destroy your town. Behave as a friend to the 
English, and you will find them such to you. Do not interfere, but wait tho 
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event whetlier our differences witb the Nabob are to be settled in an amicable 
manner or by a battle. 


No. 148.] Prom Sheikh Amr-ul-la to Colonel Clive, dated and ree^ June ISth, 1757. 

Tour letter, in wbicb you write me that the Nabob delaying the execution, 
of the Treaty you are marching to Muxadavad, and that I should not 
leave Hugley I have received and am acquainted with the particulars. While 
I was near the N ahob I saw nothing, but what he spoke the most friendly 
intentions towards the English, and earnestly desires to finish the Treaty with 
them, and it is only the great importance of affairs that has occasioned the 
delay. It is not proper that on the misrepresentation of bad men you should 
take such an immediate resolution to march to Muxadavad. As soon as your 
letter arrived I dispatched it to the Nabob by express cossids. By the blessing 
of God you will soon have an answer. Delay your march till you have an 
answer from the Presence. I am hero for the Nabob’s business agreeable to 
his orders. The Nabob when he sent me here ordered me to do nothing to 
dissatisfy you. Whatever you order I am ready to obey. 


No. 149.] Prom Colonel Clive to Sheikh Auk-ul-la, June iSfcli, 1757. 

I have received your answer to my letter, but do not find it so clear and 
express as I expected, therefore I write you again that I send a ship to Hughley. 
If you oppose the passage of our boats or supplys coming to us, or commit any 
other hostilities, I shall destroy Hughley. It is necessary that you should give 
me a clear answer to my letter of yesterday that I may act accordingly. 


No. 150,] Prom Colonel Clive to the Nabob, June IStli, 1757. 

It was in consideration of the fame of your great character as being the 
greatest Prince, the greatest Nabob, and the greatest soldier in the Hindustan 
Empire that I was induced to enter into a Treaty of Peace with you in hopes 
the Company’s business would increase and flourish ; and therefore it was I past 
by the loss of many crores taken in the plunder of Calcutta, and was satisfied 
with what you agreed to restore me. The event has been that I find you have 
not been true to your Treaty. It has given me great vexation that having 
had a thing of so great consequence in your power as our friendship you 
should have neglected it, and not have known the true value of it. It was 
agreed between us that your enemies should be mine and mine yours. When 
your Excellency called me to your assistance against the Pattans, I swear 
before God that it was my firm intention to assist you with my whole force, 
and that I esteemed it the greatest happiness to have such an opportunity of 
testifying the sincerity of my friendship, for you. Whereas your Excellency 
chose your friends ,from among my enemies as evidently appears from this. 
That we have certain knowledge from Dekkan of the letters you have wrote to 
our enemy Mens. Bussy. I refer you to the copies of your own letters. If 
you do not chuse to shew me your copies, I will wait on you with those I have. 
You have often assured me that you had sent Mens. Law with his people out 
of your country over the Carumnasser, whereas they are still by your orders at 
Bagglepore, and they receive a monthly allowance from you of 10,000 rupees, 
as an instance of which they received a bill for Juggut Seat’s House atRajahmul 
for 10,000 and continue to receive the same monthly. What you have wrote 
to him and his answer I am well acquainted with. You have discouraged the 
Company’s business beyond what I am able to express, but I will touch only 
on a few particulars. Pour months are elapsed since the Treaty, and many 
times that you have fixed on for the full execution of the Treaty .passed by, yet 
very little advance is made towards fulfilling it. Of the great sums paid into 
your Treasury taken in Calcutta you do not consent to pay me above a fifth part, 
and yet expect I should send you a full discharge. You promised to pay a 
further sum of gold mohurs, even desired a receipt as if you intended to pay it 
immediately, and as a further proof you ordered Juggut Seat to pay the-sum 
intended in silver; it was then deferred till the ships were gone. The papers 
relating to these things Omichund now has, and now you deny the whole, and 
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Omicliund is sent down under pretence of liaving deceived us in the whole 
affair, and that you never made any such promise. It is not Ihe money tliat 
gives me concern hut to see you deviate so frequently from your word. You 
well know what mistrust you have shown the English and the troubles you have 
given them. You have accused us of sending to Cossimhnzar quantities of 
ammunition, of having a large force concealed there with some treacherous 
design, and even threatened, if we did not comply with having our factory 
examined, you would immediately break the peace. The English have been ill 
used in their passage to Oossimbazar, and even been stopt and forbid going there. 
You have shamefully driven our vacquecl from your presence. How can I bear 
the weight of so many in-juries. It is therefore the sentiments of all who have 
the charge of the Company’s affairs that I go to Cossimhaznr, put our disputes 
to arbitration before Juggut Scat, Rajah IVIohnn Lai, Jlccr Jaffor IChan, Jtajah 
Roy Dulub, Meor Murdun and the rest of your great men, and if it shall appear 
that I have deviated from the Treaty I bind myself to give up all my demands. 
But if it shall appear your Excellency has deviated from it, I shall demand satis- 
faction for all our losses, and all the charges of the navy and army. The rains 
being daily cncrcasing, and it is taking a great deal of time to receive your 
answer, I therefore find it necessary to wait on you immediately, and if you will 
place confidence in me no harm shall como from it. I represent this to you as 
a friend ; act as you please. 


No. 151.] From SnEiKii Aitn-tiL-t.A to Coloxki. CtiVK, dated and rco'* June ISili, 1757. 

I have received your answer to my letter. You write that you have sent a 
ship to Hugley that if I commit any hostilities the city will suffer for it, and 
that I should write a plain answer to your letter. I am, conformable to the 
Nabob’s orders, to comply with what you please to direct. I do not offer to 
oppose the passage of your ship or boats, nor to appear an enemy in any respect. 
But am always ready to appear as a friend. I am here on the Nabob’s* account. 
I gave a particular answer to your letter yesterday, and I now repeat it that I 
shall not stir from hence, nor oppose the passage of your boats or people. 


No. 152.] From Colonel Clive to Japfeii Ally Cawn, Nhisawny, Juno 1.3Ui, 1757. 

I am now advanced as far as Niasaway and hope to be at Nuddea in a day 
or two. Place the utmost reliance on my friendship. 


Translation of a letter from MonuH Lal to Coja Wazeed. 

The Nabob is performing and has performed whatever he agreed to with 
the English. Nevertheless the English are not yet carrying on their business. 
I don’t understand the reason of this. If the English will not have confidence 
in us how are we to place in them. If it for fear of the French they don’t 
carry on their trade, they can only come in by sea. Let them stop their 
passage by sending out their fighting ships, and carry on their Company’s busi- 
ness and attend to trade. Then we can be satisfied of their good intentions. 
At all events try every way to find out the Colonel’s intentions, and write me 
immediately that we may act accordingly. All that was taken from all their 
factorys has been restored, except 6 lacks and some thousands of rupees that 
was paid in by Manickehund, which we cannot pay at once. Endeavour to per- 
suade the Colonel to be satisfied with receiving orders for that sum on the 
aurunges, for in the end they must trade, and send gomastahs to the aurunges 
they may receive it at those aurunges. Give it out for Putton, and for carrying 
on their trade, this -will give great pleasure to the Nabob * *. The Nabob 
will be greatly pleased to have them receive the balance at the aurunges. Send 
their gomastahs and carry on their Company’s business. Use your best endea- 
vours to persuade the Colonel to this. 


No. 153.] From Colonel Clive to Mohun Lal, Niasaway, June lath, 1767 . 

Your letter to Coja Wazeed confirms me in the opinion I had entertained 
of the Nabob’s disposition towards the English, and I am convinced of the just- 
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ness of the resolution I have taken to treat in person with His Excellency^ and 
am now advanced as far as Niasaway. 


No. 154.] From Colonei. Clive to Jdggat Seat and Maraja Seboov Chand, June 15th, 1757. 

As the Nabob has so long delayed the execution of the Treaty with the 
English, I am therefore come this way in order to see the articles fulfilled. I 
hear there are great disturbances in the city. I hope my arrival will put a happy 
end to them. We are one and I shall always listen to your advice. Therefore I 
hope you will be satisfied in every respect. I am now at Culna, and hope to be 
at Ago Diep in two days. Be assured you may remain in the utmost safety in 
the city, and that my array shall act in the same manner they have hitherto 
done, and not plunder the least thing whatever. 


No. 155. ] From Colonei, Clive to Jafper Ally Khax, June 15th, 1767. 

I am now at Culna, and by the blessing of God hope in three days to be 
near the city. 


No. 156. ] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, June 15th, 1757. 

Almost everything in conformity to the Treaty has been delivered back to 
Mr. Watts; a very little only remained. The affairs with Manickchund also 
were settling as fast as could be. Notwithstanding this Mr. Watts, and the 
rest of the Council at Cossimbazar going to the Gardens on the pretence of a 
party of pleasure, have retired from thence in the night, which appears to be 
done with a very deceitful design and intention to break the Treaty. For 
certainly without your orders and directions Mr. Watts could never have 
acted in this manner. It was the consideration that something of this kind 
was continuing that hindered me from recalling the army from places, for I 
knew some trick was intended. I thank God, however, the Treaty has not been 
broke on my part, and as it was solemnly sworn to before God and his Prophet, 
he will doubtless punish him who first violated it. 


No. 157. ] From Colonel Clive to tlie Nabob, June l5th, 1757. 

I have received your purwannab, and perused the contents, by which I 
find your Excellency has not received my letter sent to you by Mutermaul, 
and its copy of Coja Wazeed. Ton will there find the just motives that have 
induced me to march this way, that I may personally treat with your Excel- 
lency, and put our disputes to arbitration before all your great men, and if it 
shall be found that you have infringed the Treaty to demand such satisfac- 
tion as shall be in justice due to me, and that they may all be responsible for 
the better execution of the next Treaty that may be concluded between us. 
I need say no more till I have an answer to the abovementioned letter. 


No. 158. 1 From Colonel Clive to Japfee Ally Khan, Tantesauli June 16th, 1757. 

I am arrived at Tantesaul near Pattlee. I am in expectation of your 
news, and shall enter into any measures you desire. Let me hear from' you 
twice a day. I shall not stir from Pattlee till I hear news from you. 


No. 159. ] From Colonel Clive to Jafpeb Ally Khan, Pattlee, June 17th, 1757. 

I am arrived at Pattlee with all my forces, and am very much surprized 
at not heaving from you. I expect that on receipt of this you will acquaint 
me fully with your intentions. 


No. 160.] From Jaffee Ally Khan to Colonel Clive. 

I received your obliging letter the 28tb of the Moon Ramazan on Thursday in 
the 4th year in the afternoon, at which I was extremely pleased. I understand that 
you marched the 25th agreeable to your contract. I broke the claim of service. 
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On tlio nows of your coming tl)o Nnboh was much inMmiflatcd, and requested 
at such a juncture I would stand his friend. On my part, ngrceahlc to t!»c cir- 
cumstances of the times, I thought it adviscahlo to acqtiicsce witli his request, 
hut wiiat wo have agreed on must ho done. I have fixed the first day of the 


moon for my march.- God willing I shall arrive. I ho 
will write me of your health, and what else occurs, as I wi! 
care to send trusty people that our secret may not he divu 


lie till 
1 you. 
gcd. 


we mr:ct you 
You will lake 


No. 161.] From CoTiONEr. Cmve to .Tafper Am.y Kiiam, Pntlluo, .Tnne IStli, 1757. 

I have received your letter which has' given me the ul most satisfaction 
after the great pain I have sufi'ered hy your silence. I have sent a party to 
possess themselves of Outwan fort and town, and shall move with my whole 
army there tomorrow. I hcliovo I shall march from theneo the next day and 
hope to be at Moncurra in two days, hut my motions will in a grc.it measure 
depend on the advices I receive from you. AVinio me what you intend to do 
and what is proper for me to do. On mutual iniclligenco depends (he success 
of our affairs, so write me daily and fully. If I meet the Nabob’s army, what 
part -will you act, and how am I to act. This you may he assured of that I 
will attack the Nabob within 24 houre after I come in sight of his army. Of 
all things take care of yourself that you he not undone hy treachery before 
my arrival. 

No. 162. ] From Colonei. Clive to Jappeii Ally Khax, Ciitwnn, June lOlli, 17.57. 

I wrote you yesterday that I should march to Outwan, and accordingly 
am now arrived there with my whole force, the fort having been taken \v 
the detachment I sent against it. It gives me great concern that in affair of 
so much consequence to yourself in particular that you do not exert yourself 
more. So long as I have been on my march you have not given me the least 
information what measures it is necessary for me to take, nor do I know what 
is going forward at Muxadavad. Surely it is in your power to send mo news 
daily ; it must be more diflicult for me to procure trusty mcsscngci-s than you ; 
however the bearer of this is a sensible intelligent m.an, and in whom I have 
great confidence. Let me know your sentiments freely by him. I shall wait 
liere till I have proper encouragement to proceed. I think it absolutely neces- 
sary that you should join ray army as soon as possible. Consider the Nabob 
will encrease in strength daily. Come over to me at places or any other place 
you judge proper, with what force you have. Even a 1,000 horse will be sutfi- 
cient, and I will engage to march immediately with you to Muxadavad. I 
prefer conquering by open force. 


No, 163. ] From Jaffer Ally Kuak to Colonel Clu'e, Juno 19th, 1757. 

Health, &c., to Sabbut Jung Bhadre, tlie day of tho Eadc. Tour note 
from Oolsannie is arrived. I have perused the contents. Tomorrow the day 
of the Eade by the blessing of God I shall march. I shall have my tent fixed 
to the right or left of the army. I have hitherto been afraid to send you 
intelligence. After I am arrived in the army mutual intelligence will* he 
easier, but here the Nabob has fixed choquey’s on all the roads. Tour letters 
come too open to me. I hope that till our affairs are publickly declared you 
will be very careful. 


Translation o£ a letter from Jaffer Ally Khan to Mirza Anwar Beg, Jniie IPtli, 

1757. 

I thank God that you are safe and still alive. The Har Morahs are look- 
ing out for you. Tour servants and letters are continually coming in, to me. 
There are ohoqueys all round ; for God*s sake don’t continue to do so. Monday 
and Tuesday it was in agitation to destroy me. The guns and fire arrows were 
all ready against me and the people were in arms day and night. Mr. Watts’ 
news was known early on Monday. This startled the Nabob ; he thought it 
absolutely necessary I should be soothed ; he came to' me himself. On Thurs- 


/ 
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■day eve the Hughley letter arrived that they were inarched. I was to he with 
him. On three conditions I consented to it. One I would not enter into his 
service ; 2ndly, I would not visit him ; lastly, I would not take post in the army. 
I sent him word if he agreed to these terms I was ready. As he wanted me he 
consented. But I took this writing from all the commanders of the army and 
artillery: “ That wdien they had conquered the English they should he hound 
to see me and my family safe wherever I chose to go.” By the blessing of 
God I shall pi’ay on the Bade day at Cutlee mosque, and shall then join the 
army, and shall he a mile to the right or left, then I shall know the situation 
the different commanders are in. I have sent an answer to the Colonel sewed 
up in slippers. The sepoys are very discontented and as yet none of them will 
agree to leave the city. The more expedition the better. Don’t you think of 
coming to me. 

Mohunloll is proposed for the van and I myself to he with him, but I shall 
never consent to this. Tou sent a letter sealed ; where is the use of a seal. 

Ton should not mention the affair of Bhadre Ally Ehan hut in the most 
private manner. . My salaam to all the commanders. 

The Nabob pitched his tent at Ammony Gunge and staid a day there. 
Now he is near Tarrackpore at Porcarrah. The artillery and sepoys are not 
yet gone out. I beseech you for the Prophet’s sake to he more careful of your 
letters. If our secrets should he known the ill consequence will fall heavy 
on me. 

The Nabob looks out for you, and is much yoru* enemy ; that chap, he says, 
is gone on scheme. 


No. 164.] From Nukcomab to CoLOKEL Clive, No date. Kec^ June 19tli, 1757. 

I arrived here the 30th of the Bamazan and paid my respects to the 
Nabob, and afterwards I told him the cause of your coming and your demands. 
Upon the affair of Manickchund, the Nabob swore by his God and his Prophet, 
that what the Colonel said that Manickchund paid into the Treasury above 17 
lacks is wide from the truth. Whoever had told him so it is without founda- 
tion, and Omichund knows this well. If you chuse to have the affairs settled 
return to Chandernagore. By the blessing of God all the articles will be ful- 
filled. Send Omichund here that he may finish the affair as soon as you desire. 
Beflect on this and don’t delay. Till I meet you let me hear of your health. 
Excuse the paper I had not better. 


Translation of a letter from ^Iaxickchuki) to Omichund. No date. 

Bauboojee — In the evening I despatched your man back, and went into 
the presence and in private conversation settled for 20 and 2 which was con- 
sented to. Do you and the Colonel write a letter to the Nabob that if you can 
receive the 20 and 2 you will all return. Write by Badakissen and I will 
procure a writing from the Nabob that he will comply with the above, and I 
will get yom* balance restor’d, and as to the Calcutta, Cossimhazar, and Dacca 
affairs, Mr. Watts settled them and wrote so to Calcutta, and I will procure 
payment of the sums stipulated with him on the above account. This is 
agreed to, and the Nabob would make me the arbitrator. Tou know me to be 
a plain dealer and honest man. Send Badakissen and don’t step a foot beyond 
where you are. Nor will the Nabob advance a step beyond places. If you 
mean to deceive, it will be neither good for you, me, him, or them, for nobody. 
Do not fight without a party j you can’t effect it, but as you think proper. 
Write immediately, I had not entered into this affair, but on your writing. 
They within and without are agreed and are one. Let Badakissen be with me 
in the evening, that there may be a meeting. Keep Mr. Watts with vou that 
the intent he not overset. o i ,. «* 


Translation of a letter from Manickchund to Omichund. No date. 

I received your note. Look on me as your own. I can’t mention 
the affair of the 20 and 2. Tou know how I am looked on. If it can be dose 
1 will. I could say much more to Badakissen than I chuse to write. Ho*’" 
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como you to thinlc of fighting in a plain. Tlic rclntionsliip hctwcon us still 
subsists on iny side, that God knows your own mind. AVoigh well what you 
do. 


Uo. 165.] From OosoNia Cuvs to Assaduzama Maiiomiii), Hnjnh of Ueerboom, Culun, 

Juno SOliit 17.57. 

The letters you wrote to the Governor of Calcutta and to Mahmud Newaz 
I have well considered, and the strong friendship you expressed gives me great 
pleasure. By continued marohes I lia\'c reaclied Cutw.a and the fort, which 
liad a great force in it, by tlic blessing of God, fell info my hands in a very 
short time. If you arc firmly inclined to join mo call God and your Prophets 
to witness your sincerity, and send 2 or 11,000 good iiorsc to march day and 
night to join mo in tlic time of battle, and I shall lofik on your afiairs as my own, 
and end them happily for you, and jour country .sliall not 1)e injured, nor 
shall any collector be put over you, and wliatcvcr may tic tlic charge of tlic 
forces you send me 1 will make the Government pay you. Jly nral mean- 
ing is that I will content you, if your people arrive in time. Send me an imme- 
diate answer. 


No. 166.] From Colokki, Cuvr. lo Nuncojiaii, Ciitiv.i, Sl.«l June, 17.57. 

I told you when at Niasamy the Bnglish bad no design upon Ibe Suba- 
sbip ; that tlicy were mereli.ants and did not aim at conquest, hut the Nahob'.s 
invitation to Mons. Bussy to enter this country, of which I have convincing 
proofs in my hands, togctlicr with the non-performance of tiie articles, o.speci- 
ally the affair of the villages, is the real cause of my march this way. Finding 
that underhand it was liis design to overset us by means of tlic French, it was 
therefore my duty to prevent it by making use of the great force now under 
my command. If he is disposed to satisfy us, let him write himself. 


No. 167.] From Colonbl Cr.ivj; to JAvrEit Ally Kuas, Cutwa, June 22nc], 1757, 

I am determined to risque everything on your account, thongli you will 
not exert yourself. I shall be on the other side of the river this evening, if you 
will join me at Placis, I will march half-way to meet you, then the whole 
Nabob’s army will know I fight for you. Give me leave to call to your mind 
bow much your own glory and safety depends upon it. Be assured if you do this 
you will he Subah of these provinces, but if you cannot go even this length 
to assist us I call God to witness the fault is not mine, and I mu.st desire your 
consent for concluding a peace with the Nabob, and what lias passed between 
us must never be. known. What can I say more than that I am as desirous of 
your success and welfare as my own. 


No. 168.] Prom Jaffer Ally Khan to Colonel' Clive. No date. Jlec'*. June 22iid, 1757, 

at 2 p.u. 

I have received your answer advising the taking of Outwa and was hi"hlv 
pleased. Sunday I marched from the city and reached Aramony Gunge'and 
staid a day there to collect my people. The Nabob marched to-day from Tar- 
rackpore and has pitched his tent at Monourra near the bridge. By the 
blessing of God tomorrow I shall march from hence (Tuesday) and shall have 
my tent pitched to the left at a distance. The Nabob’s intention is to liave his 
, Intrenohment at Moncurra, therefore the sooner you march to fall on him the 
better before bis design can take place. As yet you are only designing, but it 
is not now proper to be indolent. When you come near I shall then be able to 
join you. If you could send 2 or 3,000 good fighting men the upper road to- 
wards Oossimbazar, the Nabob’s forces would of themselves retreat. Then the 
battle will have no difficulty. When I am arrived near the army I will send 
you privately all the intelligence. Let me have previous notice of the time 
you intend to fight. - . 
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Uo 169.] From CoWNEi. Clive to Jaffer Ally Kjian, June SSud, 1757. Disp**. at C r.M. 

TTi'ioii receiving' yo\u- letter I am come to a resolution to proceed immediately 
to Placis. I am impatient for an answer to my letter by the trusty man IMirza 
Anwar Beg by the Colonel. 

Orders to Jaffer Ally Khan, Placis, June 23rd, 1757. DispA at 7 a.m. 

Whatever could be done by me I have done, I can do no more. If you will 
come to IDaudpore I will march from Placis to meet yj";, 

Sply even with this, pardon me. I shall malce it up with the IS abob. 

Wo 1701 From Jaffer Ally Khan to Colonel Clive. No date. Rcc'*. June 23rd, 1757, 
no. j.iw.j at 5 p.m. 

Your note is arrived. I w.asin the ISnbob’s presence on this plain, and 
observed that everybody Av.as intimidated. He sent for ine and flung his 
turbnnd off before me, and one day he made me write on the side of the Ivhoran 
so that come over to you. By the blessing of God j^u h.avc the 

better of the dav. iMeer Murdun was wounded by a 
Siec ITazarrv is hilled, and ten or fifteen horsemen arc hi led and ^vounded. 
Bov Bulub, Luttcc Codaiv Cawn, and myself arc moved from Iho right to left. 
Jlahcs a great and sudden discharge and they will run away and we shall do 
iur part. The Colonel, Bajah Cawn. and myself, wc four men, must absolutely 
consult together on the proper measures to be tahen. B e n ill tert.ain j fini.sh 
thrmattcr; the bildars and bildeahs (gunmen and pioneers have aefed accord- 
in«’‘ to their agreement. I swe-ar by my Prophet that the ahouj is fact, att.-ick 
dm at :5 in the morning, they will all run aw.iy, and then will be my opporlu- 
it V The forces want to return to the city ; att.ach him to-night by all iiuvans. 

Wc three shall be to the left of the Nabob. Coja lladc ee will remain firm to 


San'^ar.am is disabled. Tiic comtnanticrs oi im: .-.nuunucn 

have left the intrcnchmonts, leaving the guns tliere. I liavi* mmitioiied a small 
part of the loss that the part of the army cominandni by Meer -Murdun have 
sustained. Had you tahen that opportunity to ailv.nnce with your Army there 
had been nothing’morc to do. It grieves me tint I was flic*n at a distance. 
Your man wns^present while the above pnsftd. Coddram Jlocsein ^leoriini, 
Iffeer C.assum, Luttco Cawn, and llnja Bulubran all send their salam to the 
Colonel. 


No. 171.] Jaffer Ally Caw.v (o Coifl.vri. Ci ivn. Krv ■ Juu,. s.Sn!, 1757. 

Your note is arrived. Your. trusty ninn i.s tabeii. I congratulate you on 
executing your design. Mirza Anwar Beg or .Mr. IVntts or Pot ni.«, send 

one of them to me. I am here on the kaiibs of the lake agroeahlo to your tiesin?. 


Traufilation of a letter from JArres Mtr K».u; (.> A;i«’.\i: Ibn. 

I congratulate you. I am on the hanks of the lake. I f IMr. trol**' 
come to-night the affair would ho over. If .Mr. M'atts does not oonic 
Petrus with you. The Nabob is gone from liemv! and will arrive in 
12 at night. Agreeahlo to the Colonel’s wrillng 1 am on the huiks w 
nulla. 1 therefore call you that we may take proju'r measure-''. jie 
this hy my servant that you may come immediately, that I may ' 
morning. 


No. 172 .] From CowxEL Clive to N,u:o)i JAirri! Ally Caw.s, 

.Me. {'Vr.Anu.v, 


JttllO 

jsho 


nth, hy 
iuld be 


l eongratakto^ou on (to viclory, is vmirs, nol 

i iilniosl. ,.,v,mliU„n. SV I 


,u ,>WU UH IIIU VICK) 

glad it you would .ioin mo with the • 

tomorrow to compleat the conquest that, God has lilcsstsl a-*' 
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to have the honour of proclaiming you Nabob. Mr. Scrafton will congratulate 
you on my part; from him you will know how much I am yours. 


No. 173.] From Cor.oNEr. Ciiivn to Luttbb Cawn, Juno 2*1 tli, 17!)T. 

From Jalfiir Ally Cawn Bahadro I am informed that you are in friendship 
with him, and I persuade myself it will be for the good of your countx*y. The 
best advice I can give you is that you don't lot your enemy escape. 

N.B. — The same to Hoy Bulub, Cojah lladdce Cawn Buxheo. 


No. 174.] From ConoNUi, Clive to JugoatSeat nnd Mauaja SEKOOpCnnNn,.Tiu)c 2ttli, 1757. 

Jaffir Ally Cawn Bahadro informs me you have groat friendship for him, 
which gives mo great satisfaction. Now I persuade my.self that by your 
counsels the country will flourish as I would wish it. Bo you weigh well 
what measures arc necessary to be taken at the present juncture. 


No. 175.] From Colonel Clive to Monickciiund, Juno 2‘ttli, 1757., 

I before was informed of your friendly sentiments by Jlr. "lYatts. I^Ir. Tlmtf s 
has assured you, you may be easy with regard to the Calcutta affairs, J'’rom 
Jaffir Ally Cawn Bahadro I am informed you have joined him. I am glad to 
hear it, because he is now Nabob, and I shall while I live be ready to .sujiport 
him with my whole force. I now write lhat you may be easy xvith regard to 
the Calcutta affair. It shall never be mentioned again and I persuade myself 
that by your counsels Bengal will again flourish, and my advice at present is 
that you act so as that the enemy shall not escape. 


No. 176.] From Nabob Jaefeb Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive. No date. Fee'’. June 

2Sth, 1757, at G r.u. 

By Eungeet Eoy I sent you word that his fortune was changed, and he 
has run away, but he is at his house. Mohun Lai, he has despatched to 
Purnes with his women and many treasures. I hope in God to take them all. 
Sir, I hope on receipt of this you will oblige me by advancing with your army 
to Ohunacolly. On your arrival tomorrow Siraja Bowla will be either taken 
or killed. Arrive soon. Bon’t delay. 


No. 177.] From Nabob Japfeb Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, June 25th, 1757, at 8 a.jt. 

Bee*' the same day at noon. 

About 11 at night he fled ; at 12 I was advised of it, and have sent people 
after him. By the blessing of God he will be taken. Wherever you are con- 
tinue. When I write you proceed. 


No. 178.] From Jbogat Seat to Colonel Cuve, June 25th, 1757. 

I have received the obliging letter you was pleased to write me by Omi- 
chund, assuring me I had nothing to apprehend from you. My heart is elated 
with gladness past expression. The friendship with you is truly • sincere as 
I am yom’s. I look for your favour. Be pleased to accept of ten Europe 
pomegranates, which I now send you. 


No. 179.] From Nabob Jaffir Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, June 26th, 1757. 

I have had the honour of your note advising me you was on your march, 
and that you would stay at Moidapore. Mohun Lall and his son are now 
brouo-ht back here prisoners. Twenty-five hackerys and some elephants belong- 
ino“ to his retinue are also taken. • Narrain Sing and all the other hircaras are 
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arrived. I have despatched part of my army in pursuit of Siraja Dowla, 
whose fortune has now changed. With God’s assistance they will soon bring 
him back prisoner. Of this you need make no doubt. 


No. 180.] From CotoKEL Cuve to Naboh Jaffeu Ally Cawn, June 26th, 1757. 

Tour letter advising the talcing Mplnm Lai and his son prisoners with 
their hackcrys and elephants I have received with a joy beyond what I am 
able to express. I hojie by the blessing of God you will have the like success 
over the rest of your enemies, and that you will he a great Prince, and make 
your subjects hapJ) 3 ^ I shall have the honour to w.ait on you in a day or two 
that wo may consult together on the properest measures to make your country 
flourish. 


No. 181. ] From CoLOXEL Clive to Juooat Seat and Mauaja Seuoop Chdnd, June 26tb, 

1767. 

I have received your kind present; look on me as your friend; always ready 
to do you all the service in my power. Whenever convenient it will he a 
happiness to me to see you. 

No, 182.] From AssAtJCZAMA MAiiMcn, Itajali of Beerhoom, to Colonel Clive. No date. 

Itoc'* June 2Gth, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter acquainting me that you marched to Cutwan, and 
had taken the fort, and that 1 should hasten to join you, and that I should 
act sincerely and heartily uith you, the receipt of which has made my heart 
strong and * commands all my attention. God and his Prophet know the 
sincerity with which 1 have several times wrote on this subject to the Governour, 
that I might know your intentions, and that if you would supply me and 
protect me I would join you, and I wondered at the delaying so long an 
answer to my letters. Put the Cossid.s inspired mo with confidence and I 
wrote other letters to the Colonel, tlie Governour, Govinram Metri, and Newaz 
IMahmud. You have undoubtedly perused them, and I was impatient for an 
answer, when your letter arrived. Your great favour gives mo .strength and I 
know your promise is sacred. By the blessing of God I will soon arrive with 
my army and will certainly join you. But it is necessary I should tell you I 
am a Zemindar, and should the Nabob satisfye you and satisfy me, that 
you will in that ease take care of my intcrc.'st, Wintc me hut this. I have 
before wrote you, 1 am a man true to my word. I will assist you as far as the 
supplys you can give me will admit of. 


No. 183.] From CoiX)nel Clive to the Unjah of Beerhoom, June 20th, 1757. 

Yonr ready compliance with my desire is a most convincing proof of the 
sincerity of your friendsliip. By the blessing of God I have overcome om: 
enemy in a great battle fought on the 23rd of this month on the plains of 
Placis, have taken his camp and all his cannon from him, but himself is escaped 
by flight. JatTer Ally Cawn Bahadro is now Nabob. You may be assured I 
will make use of my interest with him to free you from the oppressions you 
complain of, that I will make your cause my own, and do you all the service in 
my power. Let mo have the pleasure of hearing of your health. 


No. 184. ] From Colonel Clivp. to Nabob Jaffeb Ally Cawn, June 2nd, 1757. 

There are a number of cannon and stores of all kinds lying in the roads 
betwixt Placis and hero. I beg you wiU send for them ; they are yours, not 
mine. 


No. 185.] From Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, June 27th, 1757. 

My Cawn and my Bauadre, 

I have received your note desiring I would take away the guns and hacka- 
reys, and &c. I intended to trouble you on this score, but you have known 
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my mind and made an offer of what I would have hegg’d.' I will order my 
people to bring them away immediately. 


No. 186.] From Seroop Chomd, Eajali of Bordwan, to Colonel Clive. No date. Bee?. 

June Snii, 1757. 

The obliging letter which you ordered Orhichund to write me I have 
received and am elated with joy. Omichund will acquaint you with my mis- 
fortunes. By the rapaciousness of the Government nothing is left me. These 
three years I have no power left me in my country, and my own servants refuse 
to obey me. But by the blessing of God by your coming tlie country shall 
flourish, and all men have their hearts at ease. I hope in God your power will 
he as great as 1 could wish it, that you may he good to everyone. On this 
depends my own welfare. Monickchund is become the Governour of the country. 
Lalloo Omichund is sent to act for him here. The power is vested in him. 
They and their ancestors have been servants to me and my ancestors for many 
years. It has pleased God that I should fall under the power of such a 
inan. The time will certainly come when he will he punished for these things. 
If you punish him I may remain secure in my own place. I never spared any 
pains for the Company’s goods, hut my inclination to serve tliem is checked by 
the want of power. I could not send the letter to Lalloo Omichund, because 
it would induce him to conclude I had sided with you. Reflect on this. I 
have wrote further particulars to Omichund, with which he will acquaint you. 


No. 187.] From Assasozaua, Rajiili of Beerboom, to Colonel Clive. No date. Bee*. July 

2nd, 1767. 

I before advised you of the particulars of my march. Your cossids arrived 
the 11th of the Bengal month. I immediately pitched my tent and marched 
the 12th. The man that was sent over me stopt my progress, and wrote to the 
Nabob of my intention to the English. Bqt by your power I can find him. 
I hope in God that success will attend the man that favours me so much. By 
the oppression of the Government I was deprived of all power in my country. 
By your favour I hope to be*restored to it. I cannot express my gratitude to 
you, but while I live I shall think myself bound to the man who has lifted 
me up, and whose hand has supported me. I am always ready to obey your 
commands. I was on my march towards you when I heard the news of your 
victory with great pleasure. You are the revenger of injuries and the support 
of the oppressed. I heartily congratulate you on this great victory. This has 
opened me a way to your friendship. Now favour me as you please. Kirparam 
Monshie waits on you and will petition you on my behalf. 


No. 168.] From Coloeel Clive to the Rajnb of Beerboom, Jnly 3rd', 1767. 

Your agreeable letter by Kirparam Monshie I liave received and have 
considered the contents. I recommended you to the Nabob and Rajah Dulub 
Ram before your Monshie arrived. If you chuse to visit here, come with a few 
people and my house is at your service. 


No. 189.] From Colonel Clive to Ballerov, the Mohratta General, July 6tb, 1767. 

By your letter to the Governour of Calcutta and from your servant Roy 
Goviuroy I am informed of your kind offers and intentions to wards ‘the English 
of which they will ever retain a grateful remembrance. They would have 
courted your friendship and alliance had not we been under previous engage- 
ments. From your servant Roy Govinroy and the mouth of the wliole world you 
will have heard the bad character of Siraja Boula, and how universally he 
was detested by his own subjects. You will have also heard that on the arrival 
here from Chinapatam to demand justice for the injuries he had done the Eng- 
li.«h Company he came down against me "with a • numerous army which by 
the blessing of God, I defeated in a battle fought the 6th of February, and 
obliged him to enter into a Treaty, whereby lie engaged to restore to the Com- 
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pany all he had taken from them ; that.our enemies should be his and his ' 
ours, and many other articles. In full reliance of the sacredness of his oath, 

I put my army into quarters and quietly waited the execution of the Treaty. 
But e’er a month was passed without the least provocation on my part I found 
that he was entered into engagements xvith our bitter enemies, the French, to 
drive us again from his province. Self-preservation obliged me to march 
towards his capital to demand justice of him. He scorned my friendship and met 
me with a numerous army on the plains of Placis, whereby the Divine assistance 
I gained a most compleat victory over him, and followed him till night sheltered 
him from further pursuit. All his cannon, camp, and baggage fell into my 
hands, and in two days I reached the capital where by the consent and approba- 
tion of all the great men, Meer Mahmud. Jaffer Cawn Bahadre, was declared 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. As he is a very brave and good man and 
universally beloved, I hope by the biasing of God these provinces will flourish 
under his 'Government, and he will be as able as he is willing to pay you the 
customary chout. The great friendship that subsists between your Excellency 
and the English and the strict engagements we have entered into with the 
Nabob, induces me to offer myself as mediator to recommend friendship 
between you. It appears that Mohabut Jung agreeable to your writing paid 
the chout to Eago Gee Bossala and Siraja Doula to Jannugee. I have re- 
presented to the Nabob that it will be proper for him to pay it to whomsoever 
you direct. He being a prudent and wise man has agreed, and by the blessing 
of God he will not deviate from what I desire and you write. 


No. 190.] ■ From Golohei, Clive to the Mohie Bajab, July 5th, 1757. 

The great regard I have for your nephew, the Eajah of Beerboom, who 
has shewn his friendship to the English by his intention to join me with all the 
forces he could collect induces me to write you this friendly letter to inform 
• you, that it has pleased God to bless me in a signal victory gained over our 
enemy in a battle fought the 23rd of the last month on the plains of Placis. 
His camp, cannon, and baggage fell into my hands and I pursued his army 
till night came on. I continued my march to the city where by the consent 
and approbation of all the great men and to the great joy of everybody, the good 
and brave Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn Bahadre, was declared Nabob of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, and the English have entered into the strictest friendship 
with him, his enemies shall be ours and ours his ; and I am determined to support 
him with my whole force. I recommend it to you to acknowledge and pay 
him due obedience, and I desire youwillusethe best endeavours to seize all the 
French under your Government, which I shall esteem the greatest act of friend- 
ship you can do me. As by the blessing of God Siraja Doula is since fallen 
into the hands of his enemy, these provinces enjoy the most perfect tranquillity. 


No. 191.] Colonel Clive to Raunariin, Naib o£ Patna, July 5th, 1757. 

As Siraja Doula, regardless of the engagements he had entered into with 
the English, and of the oath which he had swore by God and his Prophet, had 
concerted measures in conjunction with the French to drive us again out of his 
country, I therefore marched against him, and on the plains of Placis, God 
blessed me with victory. His cannon, camp, and baggage fell into my hands 
and my victorious army pursued him to Muxadavad, where not being able 
to stand his ground he fled towards Purneo, where the Ohoqueys endeavoured to 
stop hiin ; he resisting, was slain by them. By the consent and approbation of 
all the great men, Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn, was declared Nabob, and has been 
acknowledged as such to the universal joy of all that have heard it. The English 
have entered into a Treaty, whereby they have solemnly .sworn to assist him 
against all his enemies with their whole force. . I therefore recommend it to 
you to acquire his favour by a ready obedience to his commands, and that you 
give orders that he be proclaimed and acknowledged throughout the province 
under your Government. As it is an article of the Treaty between us that 
His Excellency’s enemies shall be mine and ours his, I therefore expect that 
you will use your best endeavours to seize and deliver up to me Mens. Law 
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my mind and made an offer of what I would have begg’d. I will order my 
people to bring them away immediately. 


No. 186.] From Seroof Chund, Eajah'of Bardwan, to Colonel Clive. No date. Reef. 

June 37fcli, 1757. 

The obliging letter which you ordered Othichund to write mo I have 
received and am elated with joy. Omichund will acquaint you with my mis- 
fortunes. By the rapaciousness of the Government nothing is left me. These 
three years I have no power left me in my country, and 'my own servants refuse 
to obey me. But by the blessing of God by. your coming the country shall 
flourish, and all men have their hearts at ease. I hope in God your power will 
be as great as I could wish it, that you may be good to everyone. On this 
depends my own welfare. Monickchund is become the Governour of the country. 
Lalloo Omichund is sent to act for him here. The power is vested in him. 
They and their ancestors have been servants to me. and my ancestors for many 
years. It has pleased God that I should fall under the power of such a 
man. The time wiU certainly come when he will be punished for these things. 
If you punish him I may remain secure in my own place. I never spared any 
pains for the Company’s goods, but my inclination to serve them is checked by 
the want of power. I could not send the letter to LalJoo Omichund, because 
it would induce him to conclude I had sided with you. Reflect on this. I 
have wrote further particulars to Omichund, with which he will acquaint you. 


No. 187.] From Ass ADUZAMA, Rajah of Beerboom, to Colonel Clive. No date. Rec*. July 

2nd, 1757. 

I before advised you of the particulars of my march. Tour cossids arrived 
the 11th of the Bengal month. I immediately pitched my tent and marched 
the 12th. The man that was sent over me stopt my progress, and wrote to the 
Nabob of my intention to the English. Bqt by your power I can find him. 
I hope in God that success will attend the man that favours me so much. By 
the oppression of the Government I was deprived of all power in my country. 
By your favour I hope to be restored to it. I cannot express my gratitude to 
you, but while I live I shall think myself bound to the man who has lifted 
me up, and whose hand has supported me. I am always ready to obey your 
commands. I was on my march towards you when I heard the news of your 
victory with great pleasure. You are the revenger of injuries and the support 
of the oppressed. I heartily congratulate you on this great victory. This has 
opened me a way to your friendship. Now favour me as you please. Kirparam 
Monshie waits on you and will petition you on my behalf. 


No. 188.] From Colonel Clive to the Rajah of Beerboom, July 3rd', 1757. 

Tour agreeable letter by Kirparam Monshie I have received and have 
considered the contents. I recommended you to the Nabob and Rajah Dulub 
Ram before your Monshie arrived. If you chuse to visit here, come with a few 
people and my house is at your service. 


No. 189.] From Colonel Clive to Ballerot, the Mahratta General, July 6th, 1757. 

By your letter to the Governour of Calcutta and from your servant Roy 
Govinroy I am informed of your kind offers and intentions towards 'the English 
of which they will ever retain a grateful remembrance. They would have 
courted your friendship and alliance had not we been under previous engage- 
ments. Erom your servant Roy Govinroy and the mouth of the whole world you 
will have heard the bad character of Siraja Doula, and how universally he 
was detested by his own subjects. Ton wifi have also heard that on the arrival 
here from Chinapatam to demand justice for the injuries he had done the Eng- 
' lish Company he came down against me 'nith a ■ numerous army which by 
tlie blessing of God, I defeated in a battle fought the 5th of Eebruary, and 
obliged him to enter into a Treaty, whereby lie engaged to restore to the Com- 
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pany all he liad taken from them; that. our enemies should he his and his 
ours, and many other articles. In full reliance of the sacredness of his bath, 
I put my army into quarters and quietly waited the execution of the Treaty. 
But e’er a month was passed without the least provocation on my part I found 
that he was entered into engagements with our bitter enemies, the Prench, to 
drive us again from his province. Self-preservation obliged me to march 
towards his capital to demand justice of him. He scorned my Mendship and met 
me with a numerous army on the plains of Placis, where by the Divine assistance 
I gained a most compleat victory over him, and followed him till night sheltered 
him from, further pursuit. All his cannon, camp, and baggage fell into my 
hands, and in two days I reached the capital where by the consent and approba- 
tion of all the great men, Meer Mahmud. Jaffer Oawn Bahadre, was declared 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. As he is a very brave and good man and 
universally beloved, I hope by the blessing of God these provinces will flourish 
under his Government, and he will be as able as he is willing to pay you the 
customary chout. The great friendship that subsists between your Excellency 
and the English and the strict engagements we have entered into with the 
Nabob, induces me to offer myself as mediator to recommend friendship 
between you. It appears that Mohabut Jung agreeable to your writing paid 
the chout to Bago Gee Bossala and Siraja Doula to Jannugee. I have re- 
presented to the Nabob that it will be proper for him to pay it to whomsoever 
you direct. He being a prudent and wise mhn has agreed, and by the blessing 
of God he will not deviate from what I desire and you write. 


No. 190.] ■ From Colonel Clive to the Mohie Kajah, July 5th, 1757. 

The great regard I have for your nephew, the Bajah of Beerboom, who 
has shewn his friendship to the English by his intention to join me with all the 
forces he could collect induces me to write you this frien^y letter to inform 
• you, that it has pleased God to bless me in a signal victory gained over our 
enemy in a battle fought the 23rd of the last month on the plains of Placis. 
His camp, cannon, and baggage fell into my hands and I pursued his army 
till night came on. I continued my march to the city where by the consent 
and approbation of all the great men and to the great joy of everybody, the good 
and brave Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn Bahadre, was declared Nabob of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, and the English have entered into the strictest friendship 
with him, his enemies shall be ours and ours his ; and I am determined to support 
him with my whole force. I recommend it to you to acknowledge and pay 
him due obedience, and I desire you will use the best endeavours to seize all the 
French under your Government, which I shall esteem the greatest act of friend- 
ship you can do me. As by the blessing of God Siraja Doula is since fallen 
into the hands of his enemy, these provinces enjoy the most perfect tranquillity. 


No. 191.] Colonel Clive to Ramnarain, Naib o£ Patna, July oth, 1757. 

As Siraja Doula, regardless of the engagements he hod entered into with 
the English, and of the oath which he had swore by God and his Prophet, had 
concerted measures in conjunction with the French to drive us again out of his 
country, I therefore marched against him, and on the plains of Placis, God 
blessed me with victory. His cannon, camp, and baggage fell into my hands 
and my victorious army pursued him to Muxadavad, where not being able 
to stand his ground he fled towards Purneo, where the Choqueys endeavoured to 
stop hiin ; he resisting, was slain by them. By the consent and approbation of 
nil the great men, Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn, was declared Nabob, and has been 
acknowledged as such to the universal joy of eJI that have heard it. The English 
have entered into a Treaty, whereby they have solemnly .sworn to assist him 
against all his enemies with their whole force. . I therefore recommend it to 
you to acquire his favour by a ready obedience to his commands, and that you 
give orders that he be proclaimed and acknowledged throughout the province 
under your Government. As it is an article of the Treaty between us that 
•Trig Excellency’s enemies shall be mine and ours his, I therefore expect that 
you will use your best endeavours to seize and deliver up to me Mons. Law 
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and all the Prenoh and tlioir servants in the province under your command, hy 
which you will acquire my friendship. 


No, 192.] From Colonei. Cmve to RamnaUain, Nalb of Patna, July Ctb, 17.07. 

It has pleased God to punish Siraja Doula for the . capture of Calcutta 
and his evil conduct to his own people over since. Ho is now no more. I 
have advice from Rajahmaul that the i’rench are arrived there, and I IJiis day 
send a party that if they come up with them will he able to talco them prison- 
ers. Should they not come up with them and should they return to Patna, 
if you have any expectation of the Nabob's favour or any regard for my 
friendship, you will immediately seize on them and send them to me. I repeat 
it that in doing this you will save mo the trouble of sending forces to Patna, 
and you will acquire the Nabob’s favour and my friendship. 


No. 193.] From Rajah Seroop Ciihnd lo Colonei. Clive. No d.itc. Rcc'', Julj' Ctli, 1757, 

I thank God that he has blest you with sq great a victory ; it gave me 
infinite satisfaction. I was prayipg to God that you might increase in riches 
and power, and it has been ns my heart desii*ed. I have before acquainted you 
with my own condition. My country has been distrest by the misfortunes of 
Calcutta. When you past this way your letter gave me, great confidence. I 
hope your favour will continue towards mo, and th.at I shall be freed from the 
oppressions I labour under. What they are Mr. Watts will explain to you. 
Doctor Ramjan waits on you to petition you on my behalf. 


No. 194.] Prom Colonel Clive to the Nabob, July 7tb, 1767. 

Whenever I write to your Excellency by way of complaint it gives me 
infinite concern and more especially so when it is upon a subject in which I 
think the English interest suffers. This I am certain of that anythin" wron" 
is foreign to your principles and the natural goodness of your heart and if an^ 
thing be amiss it must be owing to your ministers. 

It is now several days that Messrs. Watts and Walsh have attended at the 
Treasury to see what was agreed upon between your Excellency and the English 
in presence of Juggat Seat, and by his mediation put in execution, but their 
attendance has been to no manner of purpose, and without your Excellency 
comes to some resolution what is to be paid in plate, what in cloth, and what in 
jewels, and give absolute orders to your servants to begin, nothing will be done. 
I am very anxious to see the money matters settled, for while they remain 
otherwise your enemies and mine will always, from self-interested principles, 
be endeavouring to create disputes and differences between us, which can Wy 
afford pleasure and hope to our enemies, for the English interest and yours are 
but one, we must rise and fall together ; if any accident should happen to you, 
which God forbid, there will be an end of the English Company, ^ ’ 

I chose to send your Excellency my thoughts in writing. The subiect 
were of too tender a nature for me to discourse on by word of mouth. ^ 


Translation of a letter from the Nabob to Monsieur Law. July lOtb, 1767. 


As Siraja Doula is now no more, and there is the strictest alliance sub- 
sisting between me and the English, whose enemies are mine and mine theirs 
you cannot expect my protection. I have given ordei’s to all the Jammaulders! 
Bhadars, Killadars, and Mutsuddies to deprive you of all supplies of provisions 
and to attack you wherever they meet you. I therefore recommend it to you 
as the most prudent stop you can take to deliver yourself with all your party to 
the English.- Ton may rely on their humane treatment. That your officers 
having given their , parole may depart wherever they please, and your men will 
bo kept till exchanged. 


■V 
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Translation of a letter from Monsiedr Law to the Nabob, July 7tb. Reo^. July 11th, 

1767. - 

KhodaTTund Niammut— Being uo\r acquainted -with the news of your 
obtaining the Subasbip, I am greatly pleased therewith. God grant you pro- 
sperity. I was no servant of the N abob Siraja Doula, but was servant to the 
Subah. I am now fallen into great troubles. Had you, Sir, been Subadar 
before, it never had been thus with me. Now at Eajamaul I have heard that 
this English have destroyed the factory of Sydabad and taken everything away. 
On this account I cannot stay in this country, therefore desire what your 
orders are ^vith regard to mo. Now agreeable to Aga Nizam’s letter I am going 
to stay at Patna. But I shall act as you order me. Of this I am persuaded 
that your heart is clear towards me. I am an enemy only to the English. 


Transl.ilion of a letter from the Nabob to Monsieur Law, July ISth, 1757. 

I have received your letter. You must undoubtedly know that I havo 
entered into a Treaty with the English whereby their enemies are mine and 
mine theirs. By the customs of your own nation you will know that it be- 
comes Princes to be firm to their agreement. I shall be so to mine. I advise 
you to come to terms Avith the English. They will return all your own and 
officers’ private effects that are at Sydabad. But if you will war with them 
I shall act accordingly to my agreement u'ith them. 


No. 195.] From Colonel Cltvf, lo Raja Sbroop Ciiond, July 14.tb, 1757. 

I havo received your letter. It will allways be a pleasure to me to assist 
those that are under misfortunes. 


No. 196t] Prom Colonel Clive to tbo Nabob, July I5tb, 1757. 

■Whenever I write to your Excellency it is the same as if I was wiiting to 
my father. Such regard and friendship as a son has for his father, such have 
1 for your Excellency, and whenever I have any favour to request it is for 
your Excellency’s advantage. 

I hear the first of the New Moon you intend to nominate all your officers. 
I shall take it as a particular favour if your Excellency will permit me to see a 
list of them, and if I hear there be any that are not attached to your Excel- 
lency’s person, I will acquaint you with it, it being my duty to do so. 


No. 197.] From Hafizula Cawn, tbo eldest son of Supbazb Cawn, to Colonel Clive. 

Reo^. July 19th, 1757. 

Eor the Prophet Jesus’s sake reflect on and free me from my present 
distressed condition. I am broken-hearted and in a strange country. You are 
the favoured of the poor, I beseech your protection. Shew me favour, Sir, for 
I have neither friend nor patron in the world but yourself. Hearing of you 
they sent me from Dacca, and wanted and still want to destroy me, my wife, 
my children, and our whole family. If you will shew me favour my life will 
be saved. My pen cannot describe what I suffer. My coka (nurse’s son) 
carrys this ; he will acquaint you with further particulars. 


No. 198.] From Colonel Clive to Roy Dullub, July 21st, 1757. 

The weight of the Government’s affairs is now on you ; you have our friend- 
ship in your power. Don’t look on it as of. little consideration, for by your 
friendship and protection you shall tread firm. I always persuade myself you 
look on the Company’s business as your own. I therefore write you that there 
is nothing in this world that I have so much at heart as to drive out the Erencb. 
I have just now received news that Bamnarain, regardless of what the Nabob 
and myself have wrote, instead of stopping the French has let them go on to 
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Patna, and tliere is. even now one innocent residing at their factory, and 
their broadcloth and many other goods are sent to Mecr Ahsul’s house and lie 
has received them. The Nabob’s honour and mine are one, and I look on it 
that Kamnarain in acting contrary to what we both wrote has effected us both. 
When I reflect on the delay there has been in this affair anger .takes place of 
friendship. Know that I will never forgive those that have been guilty in 
this business. I write to you as a friend, that you send express orders to have 
the above Prenohmen seized and sent to me, their factory laid, even with the 
earth, and their goods sent here, that they may be delivered to Juggat Seat to 
pay off their debts. That Meer Absul be acquainted with your displeasure, and 
that Law and his party bo attacked wherever they can he found; their 
passage and provisions stopt and that he distress them in every way that is 
possible. I herewith send you the 3rd article of the Treaty : observe it. 


No. 199. ] From Roy Dulob to Coi-onkl Cmvb, D.atcd and roc'’ Jnly 22iid, 1757. 

I have received your agreeable note wherein you acquaint me that llam- 
narain had disregarded the letters sent from hence. The Pajah has not con- 
sidered his own interest in not obeying the orders sent him : he has done very 
bad. 

Now that by the blessing of God our friendship is grown strong, what 
signifies the Prench. If Bamnarain does not obey us we together will punish 
him. Nevertheless I write to the llaiah in the most express terms as you 
desire me. If he obeys it is well ; if not they both shall bo punished in the 
twinkling of an eye. Allways be assured of this, that I am yours, equally absent 
or present, and that I shall look on your business as my own. Affairs shall go 
according to the note you enclosed to me. 


No. 200.] From Mblna FoKEEiiDDiN to Colonel Clive. ReC* July aSnd, 1757. 

I did myself the honour to write to you which I assure myself you have 
read. The fame of your perfect success has spread over these parts. It has 
filled me with joy from the time I heard it. By the grace of God and by 
your own great valour and courageous conduct you have won battles, stormed 
towns, and done as your heart desired. The renown of your great actions is 
gone through all countrys, and is known to all mankind. Myself and all 
your friends are ever praying to God that you may daily increase in glory and 
happiness. My wife prays for your health. Till I have the happiness to see 
you I hope you will write me of your health. 


No. 201.] From Coja Wazebd to Colonel Clive. Reo'’. July 24th, 1757. 

I have not words to express my earnest desire to see you, God send it may 
be soon. It is a long time since I have bad a letter from you. A gracious 
letter is half worth a visit. What my Patna gomastah has wrote me Sera 
Bauboo will communicate to you. The contents surprize me. I hope you will 
enquire into it, and do me justice. I say this because I hope you esteem my 
business as your own. 


No, 202. ] From Rajah RamnaeAin to Colonel Clive. No date. Reo'* July 2Sth, 1767. 

I have with pleasure received your agreeable note, wherein you write me 
Mons*. Law is arrived at Bajahmaul. That you had sent your forces to 
meet him, and that if he should stay there he would fall into your hands, but 
if he should take the Patna or other road that I should send forces to lay 
hold of him. Tou have much obliged me in writing me thus.’ Before I had 
received your letter pn this affair, he through fear had secretly made off on the 
other side of the river, and is gone out of this province. Had you wrote me 
before I had certainly obstructed him. How could he have withstood me.. I 
am ready to follow whatever advice Mr. Pearkies, your gomastah, may give me. 

A note enclosed. 

I now understand your forces are in pursuit of.Mons^ Law and are 
arrived near the province. As the forces here are yours, there was ho necessity 
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to send your troops. If you tliink so it will be proper your forces should 
return. . 

Another note enclosed. 

Agreeable to Mr. Pearlcies (your gomastahl his advice, I have sent a 
body of -men after Mr. Law and I am ready to assist him : in everything I look 
on the acting agreeable to your pleasure as a happiness. ° 


No. 203 ] Prom Colonkl Clive to A-VLUMGEEa Sattnee, King of Hindostan, Juk SOth 

1757. » «- 

The English Company were first settled in Bengal by a phirmaund from 
the great Emperor Aalumgcer, whom God grant a seat in Paradise, and by the 
favour of his successors the Company became great merchants, always attend- 
ing to their trade. The Subadars, sensible how much the great wealth brouo-ht 
by us into the country contributed to make the country flourish, and to the 
increase of the royal revenues, allways encouraged and jirotected them j and 
this continued till the death of Mohabut Jung and Calcutta was become a 
great town and crores collected in it. He was succeeded by Siraja Lowla, 
who even before ho had received the royal phirmaund, declared war against 
the English ; and regardless of the representations of Jaggat Seat and Marajah 
Scroop Chund, and of the petition presented him by the English Governour, 
he marched -with a numerous army against Calcutta. The English, who as 
merchants were destitute of all implements of war, were easily defeated and 
Siraja Dowla took and plundered Calcutta the 20th June 1756 and all the 
great men and other Englishmen that fell into his hands were by his orders 
suffocated in one night. Admiral Charles Watson and myself, both servants to 
the King of England, came to revenge these injuries with a powerful aimy. 
We repossessed ourselves of the ruins of Calcutta and a few days after drove his 
people from Hughley. Siraja Dowla priding himself in the number of his 
troops came down with a great army against Calcutta which by- the blessing 
of God I defeated the 6th of February 1757. But reflecting how injurious 
war would be to your Majesty’s dominions, and that it was proper to live in 
love and friendship with the Subahs of these provinces, I made peace with 
him and agreed to certain articles in favour of the Company, to the perform- 
ance of which ho swore by God and his Prophet, and a few days after broke his 
oath and joined with the enemies of the English to destroy them. I marched 
my forces towards Muxadavad to demand the fulfilling the Treaty, and wrote to 
him several times in a friendly way to desire he would comply with the 
articles he had entered iuto. He scorned my friendship and met me with a 
numerous army on the plains of Placis, over w’hich I, (by the blessing of God) 
obtained a compleat victoiy, the 23rd June 1757. He retreated to the city 
nor stopped there, but continued his flight and was killed by his servants who 
followed him to demand their pay. .In the end, by the consent of all the 
great men of the city, Jaffer Cawn Bahadre succeeded him, a man just and . 
merciful as his predecessor was wicked and cruel. He therefore beseeches your 
Majesty that you will grant him a sunnud for the Subaship of tliese tliree 
provinces. I have joined him with 25,000 matchless sepoys, and if it please 
God there shall be nothing wanting to make the country flourish and the sub- 
jects happy. I kept my army out of the city nor permitted them to plunder 
the least thing. I am always ready with my life to obey your Majesty’s 
commands. 


No. 204.] Prom Colo.nel Clivk to Ghazhi-ud-din Cawn, Prince Vizier of the Empire and 

Imitatior of Assoif, dated August 1st 1757. 

The destruction of Calcutta by Siraja Dowla and the cruel death of all 
our great men is known to the whole world and has undoubtedly been repre- 
sented to your Excellency. To revenge these injuries myself and Admiral 
Charles Watson, servants to the King of England and commanders of hia 
forces came into this country with an army and retook the ruins of Calcutta A 
few days after we drove Siraja Dowla’s people . from Huglev. But I alwav= 
expressed a strong desire for peace. He priding himself in the number of hw 
forces came down against me, but, by the blessing of God, I defeafei 
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army the 5th of Pehruary 1767, but reflecting bow prciudicial war would be 
to his Majesty’s dominions, and that it was proper to live in friendship with 
the Subah, I made peace with him, and be swore before God and hisProjdiet to 
certain articles in favour of the Company. A few days after he meditated by a 
union with the enemies of the English to drive them again from his countiy, 
and broke his Treaty. To procure the execution of the Treaty I marched with 
my forces towards his capital. I wrote him several times on terras of friend- 
ship to desire his compliance with it, but he scorning my friendship met me 
on the plains of Placis with a numerous army. There likewise' by the blessing 
of God I entirely defeated him. He fled to the city nor stopt there but con- 
tinuing his flight wns killed. In the end Mecr Mahmud JalTcr Cawn was 
declared his successor w'ith the consent of all the great men, a man good, brave, 
and merciful as his predecessor was wicked and cruel. He is in hopes by your 
favour to obtain the Sunnud for these provinces. ' I have joined the Caw’n with 
26,000 matchless sepoys. By the blessing of God there will be no endeavours 
spared to make the country flourish. My army halted without the city and 
no one has had cause of complaint. I have wrote these particulars to His 
Majesty and have hopes that your Excellency, who bears the burden of his 
affairs, will present my humble address, and that ray request w’ill he approved, 
and that 1 shall receive a gracious Phirmaund and Husbul Hookum. 


ITo. 805.] From Colonel Clive to Maumud Ally Cawn BAiiAsnE, Nabob of Arcot, datud 

4th August 1757. 


The last time I wrote you I was in hopes ere this to have had the pleasure 
of embracing you in Arcot. My heart has long desired to be with you, but 
Providence has kept me here for glorious purposes, and that pleasure is reserved 
to a more distant time. I before w’rote you I had made peace with Siraja 
Eowla on moderate terms in hopes to gain his confidence and friendship, and 
that the Company’s trade might be immediately re-established ; but regardless 
of our generous and friendly conduct towards him, and the solemn oath he 
had taken, he meditated by a conjunction with our old enemies the Erench, to 
drive us again from his country, and wrote repeated letters to invite Mons^ 
Bussy for the purpose. I gave him frequent warnings of the ’ll! consequences of 
this conduct, but he still persisting, we were necessitated once more to try the 
chance of war. Accordingly, on the 13th June, having assembled our forces, 
I began my march towards his capital, and on the 23rd June at day-break his 
whole army, consisting of 100,000 men, appeared in sight on the extensive plains 
of Placis. The battle immediately began, and at 4 in the evening God declared 
for us, and this vast army was entirely defeated. Many of his principal 
officers and 4,000 men were left on the field of battle. 40 pieces of cannon and 
all his camp and baggage fell into our hands, and in a few days Siraja Dowla 
was killed by them that pursued them. Nothing now prevented me possessing 
myself of Muxadavad with its immense wealth in revenge for the injuries of 
Calcutta, but I came not to this country to destroy it. I encamped without 
the city and left it to the great men to choose a successor who declared them- 
selves in favour of Jaffer Ally Gawn, a very brave and good man, who has 
since been universally and with joy acknowledged throughout these provinces. 
Besides the many advantages and honour the Company will receive by this 
happy event, I have also the pleasure to acquaint you that there is not in all 
these provinces one Erenchman hut what is my prisoner, and I hope they have' 
for ever lost all footing in Bengal. All the great men here testify their esteem 
for me, and have wrote to Court to obtain for me a great title and a 6,000 
Mansub,* which I hope to receiye shortly. The great desire I have to see you 
chocks the joy of this vast success. How happy shall 1 be if the Company’s 
affairs will admit of my returning shortly to the Coast, for there is nothing in 
this world that I desire more than to fight in your cause, and to have an oppor- 
unity of giving you daily proofs of the sincere friendship and respect I bear you. 


* Mansub, properly Mansab, Mnnsnb. H. — Office 'dignity; 'a military title and rank conferred by.th'o Moghnl 
government of Delhi, regulated by the namb.er of the bolder of tfae title conid, if required, bring into, the field, 
varying from ten to ten thousand ; jagirs were assigned for the miiintenance of this force, which were in the highest and 
lowest grades, rather nominal than real : the first part of a tanad, or grant, in 'which the titles of the 'grantee werer 
recited. — Wilton't Glossary of Indian Terms, ' ^ ^ 0? >*f j i 
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tiro. 206 ] From Colonel Cuvb to SALiBOT Jong Bahadue, Nizam of Deokan, dated 7th 

August 1757. 

I (lid myself tbe honour to write to you by your Vacqueel a little before I 
loft Madras. I then told you what infinite couoern it gave me that I could not 
wait on you agreeable to your desire. Nothing less than tlie utter destruc- 
tion of the Company’s affairs in these parts prevented me. By tbe blessing of 
God Calcutta was soon retaken. After which the Nabob coming down in 
person with a great army was entirely defeated This induced him to make 
peace with us. Far from- pursuing the maxims of the French in demanding 
great priviledges and territories, we were satisfied with the re-establishment of 
the Company’s affairs, and a confirmation of the in-iviledges granted us by the 
Koyal Phirmaund. I Avas in hopes this moderation would have gained us the 
confidence and friendship of Siraja Dowla. So very far from it, by the 
instigation of . our enemies the French he invited ]Mons^ Bussy letter after 
letter to drive us out a second time being entirely bent on our ruin. This 
conduct reduced us to the necessity of using every method in our power to 
prevent it. Accordingly, on the 13 th June, having assembled all our forces 
we began our march towards his capital, and met his whole army, consisting of 
100,000 fighting men, on the plains of Placis, about 10 coss from his capital, 
which by the blessing of God we entirely defeated taking their camp, cannon, 
and baggage. Siraja Dowla Avas slain in tbe pursuit. M'e continued our 
march and encamped in sight of Aluxadavad. Nothing now prevented us from 
possessing ourselves of that city and its immense wealth by way of retaliation 
for the destruction of Calcutta, but this AA-as not my intention. All was quiet 
as if nothing had happened. The great men aa'ci-c left to choose another Subah, 
which choice fell unanimously on Jaflir Ally Cawn to the great joy of the 
three provinces. It has pleased the Nabob to be very gracious and generous 
to us, but we have been far from making use of this friendship to his oAvn 
detriment in requesting pi-ovinces of him, as I hear the French have done 
with your Excellency. Neither do we interfere with his Government in any 
respect Avhatcvcr, but are following our usual vocations of trade, for the 
truth of Avhich I refer you to the account AA-hich you will receive from others. 

It is Avith the greatest grief of heart that I hear the French have, i)ut 
such an indignity on your Excellency as to take the English settlements in 
your country. The English have ncA'cr done anything to merit your resent- 
ment and ought to have had your protection. The shame Avill fall on you who 
suffered a settlement of merchants to be drove out of yoAir country, Avho had 
resided there many years and greatly enriched it by trade. When I think of 
these things my mind is filled AA-ith revenge and resentment against tbe French, 
and if your Excellency AA'ill give me leave I will march into those proA'inces 
to punish them for it. If your Excellency will but seriously reflect Avithin 
yourself on the great discredit AA-hich they have brought on your name by 
their large possessions in your country even against your oaati inclination, your 
Excellency cannpt but think on them in the same light as we do, and must be 
equally interested Avith us to drive them entirely out of your Subaship. The 
English desire nothing but what they formerly possessed ; let them have that 
and they will be satisfied. Our vicAV in these countrys is trade ; Avhen we act as 
soldiers it is from necessity. To show you how great a share the French had 
in bringing on these troubles, I enclose you copy of Siraja Dowla’s letter to 
Mons'. D. Leyreh, Governor of Pondicherry. 


[Translate of tbe Sunntid granted tbe Honorable Company by Meee Jaffer Cavtn.] 

To all Mutsuddies, present or future, all Naibs, Phousdars, Zemindars, 
Chowdreos, Cannangocs, &c., servants of the Government in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

, Know that by tbe Royal Phirmaund and Husbul Hookums the English 
Company are (pardoned) exempt from all duties. 

Therefore I write 

That Avhatever goods the Company’s gomastahs may bring or carry to or frorc 
their factories, the aurungs, or other places by land or by water with a dus. 
tuck from any of the Chiefs of their factories, you shall neither ask for, nor 
receive any sum however trifling on the same. 

A. Z 
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Know they, have full power to buy and sell; you. are by no moans to 
hinder it. You are not to require from the Company’s gomaslabs the Settee,* 
manghan,t oi’ any other of the Zomindai’s’ impositions. 

The Company’s gomastahs shall buy or sell the Company’s goods without 
the intervention of the delolls, unless the Company's gomastahs clmsc to em- 
ploy them. 

You are to assist them on lawful occasions whenever they bitv or sell. 

Whoever acts contrary to these- orders the English have full power to 
punish them. 

If any of the Company’s goods are stolon at any aurnng or other place, 
you are to recover the very effects stolen, or make good their amount. 

Any merchants or others on whom the Company have any lawful demand 
you are to see that the same be paid to their gomastahs. 

Take care that no one wrong or oppress the Company’s gomastahs. 

You are not to require or stop their boats on pretence of the katbarrat or 
other duties, on boats, whether they bo ‘the Company’s own boats, or boats 
hired by their gomastahs. 

You ai’e to give credit to the copy of the Sunnud granted the Company 
under the Kazee’s seal without requiring the original 

Any of the Company’s debtors running away from them you are not to 
give them protection, or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the 
Chiefs of their factorys. 

The Phousdary Khurch,§ &c., impositions of the PliQusdars, which are 
forbid by the King, you shall not demand of the English, their gomastahs 
or tennants. Whenever the Company desire to settle a faetory besides those 
they already possess in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, you are 
to give them 40 begas of the King’s land. 

If any of the English ships are driven by bad weather or wrecked in any 
of the ports or other places, you are to give them all tho assistance you can and 
see that their cargoes be delivered to the Company, and you are not to demand 
the chauthai,|| &o.j which the King has forbid. 

A mint is established in Calcutta to coin siccas and goldraohurs of equal 
weight and fineness with the siccas and goldmohurs of Muxad.avad. They 
shall 'pass in the King’s Treasury. All that I have wrote above must be done. 
Do as I have wrote, nor ask a new Sunnud every year. The 27th of the Moon 
Shaval and 4th of the King’s reign being the 15th July 1767. 


Translate of the Snnnnd of the Mint, to the high and mighty bold and v.’ilinnt Commanders 
the - greatest of Merchants, the English Company, on whom may the Kiuo-’s favour 
rest for ever. 


A mint has been established in Calcutta, continue coining o-olj and silver 
into siccas and mohurs of the same weight and standard with, those of Muxa- 
ilavad. The impression to be Calcutta they shall pass current in the provinces 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa and be received into the Kharannah. There shall 
be no obstruction or difficulty for Kussoor^ under the seal of Fidvi-i-Aalumneer 
Padsha Gauzi Sujah-ul-Mulck Hissam-ud-Doula, Meer Mahmud Jaffir Cawn 
Bahadre, Mohabut Jung, 11th Zikada and 4th of the King's reign. 


• Soth, H. etc., Set. Setf, Setlif, from Shet, oto., and corraptly, Setti, Shnitop, SImiteo. Mar. Seti or Set-i Turn 
Setti, whohee tho common appellation of a trader from tho Coromandel Coast Chitty. Tol. Sattior plur honorific Sattiru 
also Setti. Knrn. A merchant, a hanker, a trader a chief, merchant ; often used in coiiiioction with tlio name ns a ' 
respectful designation, as Jagat-Soth. In some places tho Sethf, or Soth, is tho head of tho morenntitlo or'trodinc 
body, exceroing anthority over them in matters of caste and hnsinens, and as thoir ropresentative, with tho Government 
(the different forms are nil from tlio S. Sroshthn, host or chief, tho chief of n corporation; also a merchant or bankor — 
Wilson's Blossari/ of Indian Tsrms. 


t Mnngna, Margann S. Mangan. Hindi, Mangan or Mangna. Bong., psking, begging, requiring; whence borrow, 
ing ; asking for a loan ; also a cess or impost formerly levied to defray tho allowaoco of tho public weigher of grain • also 
on unanthorised exaction bv tho native officer at landine-plnees and custom stations, asking a fco tor themselves or the 
ziimindors. In llahnr, a foe or perquisite of the headman rooeivabio from tho villagers in kind ; a shore of tho cron — 
Ibid, 


j; Knttahari— A staff or pol£, about six feet, nspd in measuring land. — lUd. 


!| Cliauthni, H.- A fourth ; a fine equal to a fourth of tho revenue,— 

§ Kharch,Khureh. or Kharcho, or more correctly. Kharj,K^^^^ Hindustani modification, cor- 

rnptly, Khirch. Kurtch, Khurchoe (pi. Ikhrajat; from Kharajo wont forth), it ooonrs in most dialects in tlie first . 
form;as Khornoh.Bcng. Khnrcha. Mar. Kharcha. Tel. Expoiiso, disbursement, ont-goings: tho nathorieod expenses 
incurred by a village or district, and setoff against tho revenue receipts, or a cess levied npon tho cultivators to nrovido 
£or expenses ; the debit side of an account; toe account of tno disbursements of out-going. Xbxd,, ^ 


T Knsfir or Kusnr— Fault, offonco, crime deficiency, defeat; allowance for difforonoo in tho value of coins • a 
cess formerly levied npon the cultivators to cover any difference that might occur hctwucii the value of the coins paid • 
by thorn and tho standard onrroncy.—jTiiif, , . x 
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ITo. 207.3 Frfim Coi.oKKt. Cuvi; to the N.\non, Cnicuttnj dated 12tb August 1757. 

I Imvp IIjo ]ilcasui-c to inform you I arrived here on Slonday,. and found 
gratitude and j:ealous attaoliment to your Kxcellcncy to be the universal senti- 
iuonts of this place. It is uitli some concern that I hear yonr Excellency has 
changed your sentiments with regard to Uamnarian from what wo all agreed 
on, when I had the pleasure to he witli you in company with Alaraja Serrop- 
Chund and Hoy Duluh. AVhether your suspicions of Mahmud Ami Cawn are 
justly founded or not, I can he no jtulge, hut Itamnar.ain’s conduct must nover- 
thclcss deserve your resentment, and I can only rcpc.it what I have so often re- 
presented to you, that Unless you chastise some of these treacherous and turbu- 
lent dispositions, every petty Uajah will dare disobedience. I esteem it my duty 
always to give your lAoellency stieh advice as my mind suggests to he for 
your* honour and prosperity, and he assured you will always find me ready to 
expoep my life in your service. Dilhiir .lung will wait on you and explain lilajor 
Coote's letters toyon. He. will he rcadyto consult with you and obey your orders 
in all military altnirs, and Major Coote will continue at Patna or return just as 
you th.ink fit to direct, and I repeat by writing what I have often had the 
honour to represent to your Ivxci'llency, that there is an absolute necessity for 
your taking the field as soon as the season will admit. I understand there are 
already se.venil Hajahs who are raising forces with a design to refuse paying 
the revenue*:. Your future happiness depends on a great measure on your 
exerting yourself at first, and slutwinir them that you .arc in a condition to 
chastise any om* that shall incur your disjdeasure. I .sliall he with you myself 
shortly. 1 have ord<‘red our army into dilTcrent parts, and intend to return to 
Chandernnsore to prepare everythinq to accompany yotir Excellency when the 
season will permit the armies to take the field, and with the blessing of God 
you will bo a.s mneh the terror of your enemies ns you arc bdoved by your 
subjects. 


Ko. 208. 3 Tn'm the NAt-on to Cotflxr.i. Cuvk. No il.%(e. Kec^ 2f»th August 1737. 

I receivi'd your letter with an accoujjt of your be.allh and happiness in 
which you write me to consider of many affairs, and after the r.ains that it* is 
absolutely necessary lo punish the di'-obedient for this reason that vvithout 
cxertimr it is very difllcult to get any buMuess done to our satisfaction. You 
write that you have din-cted your army in all places to prepare materials for 
war, that they may join mo after the rains all which I am acquainted nuth. 
1 rejoice at your health and happiness, your setting your he.art on tlie finishing 
my affairs has greatly increased my friendship; what you have considered on is 
riqht : ple.ase God you arrive here and 1 have the haj)pincss of meeting you : 
what we shall then agree on according to the limes juust be done, I hope till 
1 sec you. You will frequently advise me of your health. 


Ho. 209.3 From the Ninon to Cotx>Nr.i. Cwvn. No dntc. Rcc'’. August 2Cth, 1757. 

The melancholy news of the Admiral's death was communicated to mo by 
your and Omar liog’s letter. 1 have not words to express my grief on the 
occasion. It is our duty to submit with cheerfulness. I recommend it to you 
not to be too much alTectcd at this unh.appy event, but to inspire the gentle- 
men and inhahitants of Calcutta with confidence. God preserve you and all 
the Chiefs in health. I have answered Admiral Pocock’s letters. 


Trandalinn ol n Idler from Om A ll 1C ur,i Caw.*?, Agent for Nahod Javfer Cawx nt Shcja- 
uD'Doui.a’s Court, lo Omak Ukg Cawx Baiiadkc. 

Affairs stand thus at present. 

Everybody is desirous to quarrel with you that they may partake of the 
Paddums* (».<?.* Paddum is a liundrcd crorc) of Aluxtidavad. I have wrote to 
everybody thatMcer .Taflbr Cawn, the Subah is a great soldier and a Saiad. 
But’your reputation is lost by the Fringccs having defeated you. Therefore 
they all cry out they are no soldiers in Bengal and there’s great riches, let us 
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enter and possess ourselves of it. I wrote them for answer that Omar Be j 
went in behalf of Mcer Jader Oawn and entered into a treaty with them to 
bring them against Siraja Doula. Mcer Jaflir and they are ono. It is neces- 
sary the Nabob should shew himself a soldier, should be free of his treasures, 
for it is not soldiery alone that Will do it, nor with money only. Have no regard 
- to its being the ruins, but let him come to Patna and enlist the soldiers of this 
part of the country.- If on account of the rains you forbear coming to Patna 
depend, on it they will fall on you. Itajah llamnarain can’t stand it a minute. 
If they hear the Nabob is got there himself they will be intimidated. The 
Bajah of Benares has \yrote several times to Shuja-ud-rDoula to enter the country, 
or that Patna is empty. 


No. 210. ] Translation of a letter from Shcja-tjd-Doola, Nabob of Own, to Majou Cootj:, 
■ dated 13th August. Rcc.** September Ist, 1757. 

The letter you wrote me advising the driving out Mr. Law and the other 
Prenchmen and desiring me that as you have a zealous regard for my welfare 
and are my friend that I should oppose them, I have received and perused. 
But before the receipt of this letter, in consideration of the former friendsliip 
between us I wrote expressly to Bulwunt Sing Bahadrc to prevent their passage 
into my boundarys. But by the humble address of Bulwunt Sing it appears the 
French before his receiving my purwannah had proceeded towards Bcckan. In 
future I shall let no one pass, Be confident of me in every thing and always 
acquaint me with your welfare. 


No. 211'.] From Raja Ramnabain to Colonei. Clive. No date. Rec*’. let September 1757. 

Your friendly letter wherein you write me that the Company’s saltpetre 
is to be brought by Coja Ashroophe and will be sent down under the Company’s 
dustuok I have with pleasure received and considered the contents. Before 
the receipt of that letter Mr. Pearkes acquainted me that 12,000 bags of salt- 
petre would be soon dispatched to Calcutta. Coja Ashroophe has pressed his 
gomastahs at Singia and Chuppra to hasten the petre. By tlie blessing of God 
it will soon be dispatched. My heart is in every respect inclined to assist the 
Company. With a view to. the Company’s good, I before gave purwannah to 
Mr. Pearkes of my own free will for the purchase of the Company’s saltpetre. - 


No. 212. ] Prom Colonel Clive to Coja 'V1''azkbd, dated 4tb September 1757. 

I arrived here the 2nd instant in good health. I always reflect with plea-, 
sure on your agreeable and friendly behaviour to me at Chinchura. I hope- 
God will long preserve you in your present happy condition, 

Sevoo Baboo had taken his leave of the Nabob and was waiting in expec- 
tation of my arrival. He will acquaint you with the particulars of this place. 
It is necessary and I expect it from your friendship that you always acquaint, 
me of your health and welfare. 


No. 212A. ] From Omar Beg Caw.n Baiiadre to Colonel Clive. Rec^ the lOtb of Sep-, 

teinber, 1757. 

Lately many goods and effects without a Company’s dustuck pass in your 
name. Notwithstanding your orders that I should let none pass without dus- 
tucks, on Lukhi Coondoo message, and the Governor of Chandernagore’s letter to 
me I pass them. Now three boats loaded with salt and other e.ffects are 
going without dustucks in the Company’s name. The Company never send salt, 
therefore I have not let the boats pass on your account. I am willing to submit 
to the loss of duty on one or two boats with salt. But the salt merchants com- 
plain and want to leave off the business. Mr. Watts and others that know the 
customs will inform you. the Company never trade in salt. There are Tel- 
lingees in every boat ready to quarrel. .The Governor of Chandemagore has 
wrote me to pass such boats as have Tellingees.* I send his letter enclosed; I 
am persuaded you are unacquainted with this. I hope you will write to the 

•Tclingees properly Tilanga. _H. Telangd Mar..A_ native of Tilapg from whom the first native soldiers dressed snd 
disciplined after the European fashion, having been raised, it came to denote a .soldier, a Bvg&ht— Wilton's Qlotsary 
of Indian Terms. 
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Governor of Cliandernagorc not to send Tellingees on the boats. I endeavour 
to pursue such measures as niay he satisfactory to you; 


No. 213. ] From Colonel Clive to Omaii Beg Cawn Bahadbe, September 13th, 1757. 

I have received your agreeable letter and have wrote to Major Grant that 
he should not desire you to pass boats with salt. ,I suppose the reason he 
desires you to pass them udth Tellinghis is that they belong to the officel’s and 
carry their necessaries not merchandize. Tou will do well .to pass no boats 
without dustucks. I shall take my leave of the Nabob on Thursday, When 
we meet we will settle these affairs to our mutual satisfaction. 


No. 214.] From Osiar Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive. No date. Keo^. 19th Sep- 

toraher 1767. 

The favour of your letter requesting me to clear two chests of taffaties, for 
which there was no dustuck 1 have received, and* agreeable thereto have let 
them be carried away, and five bales of silk which had likewise no dustuck 
I cleared upon a letter from Mr. Itoger Drake. 

The zemindar of Calcutta has sent eight peons to Mookun, Monshore, and 
other zemindars, who are in my Phousdary to summon them to Calcutta. Please 
to enquire into this affair. By such a proceeding my office will be prejudiced'. 
You and I are upon good and friendly terms. Whatever you write me about 
I will perform on account of the respect I owe you. I request you will forbid 
the zemindar of Calcutta to act in the manner for the future. I pray to the 
Almighty that our friendship may encrease. It is not right for the English 
peons to come into my jmisdiction and take away the zemindai^s or people, I 
want to deserve your esteem and favour. 


No. 215. 3 From Colonel Clive to Omar Beg Cawn Bahadre, dated 20th September 1757. 

Tour friendly letter informing me that the zemindar of Calcutta’s peons 
had behaved ill in your Phousdary. I have received and observed the contents. 
If those peons should trouble you again you will do well to punish them. 


No. 216. ] From the Nabob to Colonel Cuve. Rec'* 20th September 1757. 

I regard you as my son. You have sti’ongly represented to me the abso- 
lute necessity of fully discharging the twenty-five lack of rupees to be paid the 
land and sea forces. It gives me great concern that I have it not in my power' 
to comply with your demands after having received so many favours from you 
and being under such obligations to* you. When the Treaty w as made and the 
articles relating to the donations agreed on, I then told Mr. Watts I was un- 
acquainted w'ith the amount of treasure that might be in the Treasury. What 
is not in my pow'er to do cannot be expected from me, so it is no fault of'mine. 
I must therefore esteem it a misfortune unavoidable, and am of opinion you 
gentlemen on such an occasion will not think it at all eligible I should be dis- 
tressed. My engagements I still firmly adhere to and will perform to the 
utmost of my power. Tou and Mr. Watts are well satisfied there was not in 
the Treasury effects sufficient to discharge in full the payments agreed on with- 
in the time prefixed. Of this your friends and mine Jaggat Seat and Seroop- 
Ohund are sufficient testimonies. Also it was agreed that the one-half should’ 
be discharged in full of which I have paid two large parts in ready cash, and 
one small part in goods, and I really am not able to pay the remainder at present, 
as my own army are in arrears, the chout to be paid to the Mahrattas, and 
a present to the King with the pishcash* must be sent without delay. How- 

• Feshensh jiroperly Peshknsh, Peslikush, or Peshoasli, corruptly, Peishoush, PesliKst H. Tux, tribute; lit., 
whnt is first dmvrn ; first-fruits : fine, quit-rent : n fine or present to tlie ruling poirer on receiving an appoint- 
ment or nsagnment of revenue, or on a rencnal of a grant, or the like : in Bengal, the fine paid. to the Alohammadsn 
government by a Zamindar on his investiture s in Jonpur, a quit-rent formerly paid by Jlohammadan holders of. 
otherwise rent-free grants ; under the Madras Presidency it was applied especially to contribntioni exacted from the ■ 
great Zamiodairs in the Northern Sarkars, and from the'Pnligars of the south, ns a kind of quit-rent in lieu of a fixed 
revenue: revenue assessed upon lauds once held free of revenue, or on the tenure of military service now"” 

'with; it is rather laxly applied also in some places to the government demand upon the land or the land reven "><. 
WiUoa't Olvttari/ of Indian Terms, • 



ever l)y God’s blessing I hope iho first yenv’s payment slinll be made onn-balf in 
the month of October and the remainder in tlm month of March following; 
further I cannot olfer as it is not in my power. Hut jirovidcd you and your 
people arc content to take jewels, &c., in payment I can then comply, or as in 
the Oompany’s Treasury you have much money, if you could from thence 
advance what may bo duo to the Sea and Land i''orces I will by the help of 
God punctually repay the same conformable to the agreemetd- 1 have made. 

I hope your gi’cat men will ho satisfied with tluise proposals and create no 
disputes ; please to inform them of the purport of this letter. I fialtcr myself 
they will bo quite satisfied of my good intentions. 


No. 817. ] From Omau Bbo Cawn to Colokki. Cmvk.— -No dnte. Itoe.'’ 22nil S-pt«-mlipr 17f)7. 

Your letter informing mo that if the Calcutta peons should cojnc again 
into my jurisdiction and that I should punish them I have with pleasure received. 
I have wrote to Mr. Ilogor Lrakc, Governor, that whenever ho has any business 
with mo to. desire ho Avill acquaint mo of it, and not to give car to the insinua- 
tions of wicked people, for by such proceedings the King’s revenues must 
sufior. You Avill do mo a great favour in speaking to the Governor about this 
affair. Please lot me know when you come this way. 


No. 218.] From Colonet, Clive to IhcNAnon, dated 25th September 1757. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have been arrived here eight days, 
I should have wrote your Excellency sooner, but I knew yotir holidays must 
have engaged your attention. Therefore I acquainted Mr. "Wat Is with the news 
of this place from whom you will ho informed of ev’cry thing. The I’rcnch 
have ten ships arrived at Pondicherry, but most of them mcrclmntmcn ; these 
people will certainly endeavour to exaggerate their numbers and strength. We 
have four ships arrived at Chinapatam and eleven more arc daily expected. By 
the blessing qf God with this force we shall be able to defeat our enemies. Till 
I have the happiness to see you I hope you will oblige mo with the news of 
your health. 


No. 219. ] From Colonel Clive to Roy Dulub, dnted 20th September 1757. 

There is no svieh tics of friendship subsisting between us that I shall hide 
nothing from you ; the Nabob’s, yours, and my interest are all one. 

You have already been informed that the French have had ten ships 
arrived. Whether they are ships of force I cannot certainly learn ; if fliey are 
they must have brought a great many men with them. Mons. Bussy may perhaps 
endeavour to conclude an alliance with 8huja-ud-Doula and come this \vay. The 
intelligence I have received from Mr. Watts makes it necessary to give to the 
Nabob of Owd sweet words till our Nabob has taken the field and arrived at 
Patna. He may then conclude a peace with Shuja-ud-Doula on more advantage- 
ous terms than he possibly can at Muxadavad. 

The Hindostan Empire appears to mo in so unsettled a condition that it 
would be great folly in the Nabob to make any considerable presents till he 
knows wWo is uppermost and holds the reign of Government. 

I have just now received the agreeable news that Salabut .Tung is sur- 
rounded by his younger brother, Nizam Ally Cawn, and in great danger of 
being taken prisoner, and that Mons. Bussy is gone wdth his -whole force to 
assist him. 

Write me of your health. What can I say more ? 


No. 220.] From Colonel Clive to tlic Nabob, dated SOtb September 1757. 

It is with great pleasure I hear that Rajaram is endeavouring to obtain your 
Excellency’s pardon by a full submission, and that Kamnarain intends to wait 
upon you at Muxadavad. To see yv reign in perfect peace and security possess- 
ing the love and respect of all your subjects is my constant wish and the object 
of my whole endeavours. Foreign enemies will never then dare to invade your 
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kingdoms. I have not as yet Lad a particular account of tLe force that the 
French ships have brought - It may possibly he large. Should they enter, into 
an alliance with Shuja-ud-Doula troubles might arise and affairs grow serious, 
especially if the liehar and Midnapore countries were not settled. This 
I imagine can ho easier and better effected by gentle means than by force. I am 
busy in sending away the French of Ohandernagore to the coast, and in prepar- 
ing myself to accompany you after the rains in your march to the northward. 
The fate of the English is twisted with yours like two threads ; one cannot be 
broke without the other, and hy being thus united we become strong.’ 

Since writing the above 1 have certain information that Salabut Jung’s 
younger brother, Kizam Ally Cawn, has rebelled against him, and is supported 
by the Mahrattas and many of the principal men of Deccan. Salabut Jung 
wrote pressingly for Mons^. Bussy to come to his assistance who accordingly 
marched towards flydrahad. In all appearance Salabut Jung and the French 
will suffer. 


No. •221.] From Colomrl Cmve to the Nabob, dated 2nd October 1757. 

I have information from Patna that some evil designs are hatching there. 
Mr. ’Watts will acquaint you with the particulars. ‘Whether true or false 
I cannot yet determine, however it is proper to be always upon our guard. 
■Whenever you have occasion for me write me and I will set out immediately. 


No. 222.] Prom Colokgl Clive to the Nabob, October 2nd, 1757. 

I have just heard from Mr. Watts that two of your Jemidars have rebelled 
against you in the Purneo country, and set up the brother of Shokat Jung. 
Yesterday I informed you of. some had designs at Patna. All these things make 
it necessary that you should take the field as soon as possible, and exert yourself 
in an extraordinary manner. You know I am .always ready to assist you with my 
force and advice. It is with much concern I hear that Caddem Hossein Cawn 
and Golam Caddem llussoul have not shewn that courage and fidelity for 
your seiwice as they ought. Whenever you find any of your Jemidars wanting 
either in fidelty or courage you should always turn them out of your service. I 
would advise you not to delay a moment in sending forces under a good Jemidar 
to put an end to this rebellion. I have ordered Captain Grant with a detach- 
ment of military sepoys and cannon to be in readiness to assist and join whom- 
soever you may think proper to send into that country. 

• I have always looked upon you in the light of my father, and often told 
you how necessary it is to make ns many friends as possible, and gain the love 
and affection of your Jemidars and soldiers. Now that troubles are coming on 
and that you must march to the north, you should leave no enemies behind 
you. For that reason I would have you make matters with Rajaram Hircarrah. 
He has wrote me a letter that he is your slave and ready to obey your orders, 
begs that he may have your favour and protection and enjoy his posts as before, 
and will pay you one lack of rupees. I would have you by all means make matters 
up with him for the present. . 

If you value your own safety and honor in all things follow the advice of 
the Seats and Eoy Dullub Kam and all will end well. 


No. 223.] From tbe Nabob of Arcot.to Colonel Clive, dated 5th September. Rec^ 5th 

October 1757. 

I have with gx’eat pleasure received your letter informing me of your ■ 
success against the N ahob of Bengal and the French at Chandernagore. Captain 
•MacKelyne has been with .me and told me of your gallant actions in. Bengal 
and your friendship for me. The reason ,of my deferring so long an answer to 
■your letter was the death of four of my daughters in one month. In Arcot we 
have had a pestilence, which has destroyed many. This and many other affairs, 
.which would be tiresome to you to particularize, has occasioned my long silence, 
•but there is not a day,, passes that I do not remember you, and have an. 
inexpressible desire of seeing you, which I hope will be very soon. I .have many 
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weighty affairs to transact which I should he glad of your advice and counsel 
in. Our interest is mutual. I trust that when you have concluded matters in 
Bengal to your satisfaction, you will send for my Naib (Deputy) and give him 
the charge of the country. Tliere are with me several great understanding 
men of those parts. I write this from the friendship stihsisting hetween us. 
Always write me of your health and the news of those ])art3. • 

Wrote in his own hand — By the favor of God and your hmvery I hope to 
get possession of Bengal. I am come to 2kladras, hut not seeing you I see 
nothing. 


Bo. 224.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No. dsitc. llcc'*. Rtli October 1757. 

Tour friendly letter informing me you had advice from Patna that some 
evil designs were hatching against me there, and that Jlr. Watts would inform 
me of everything I have received, hut Mr. Watts had left this place before 
your 'letter arrived. As yet I have not had the least news of this from Patna. 
If it should please God that there should he troubles that way I shall not fail 
of acquainting you immediately and deserving the assistance of your troops. 


No. 225.] From 0»ab Beg Cawn to Colonel Cijve. Hec^ 8th October 1757. 

The Nabob has wrote me to publish in all places under my jurisdiction 
that Calcutta siccas are to pass current. At Chinchura there is a number of 
hankers and merchants. For this reason I sent to the Dutch Chief to desire he 
would publish it to those people, but he gave me no .answer, nor has lie done it. 

Some of my people have been complaining to me that the Chinchura 
inhabitants had used them ill. 1 desired the Governour to send these people to 
me that I might enquire into the affair, hut he would not send them. The 
behaviour of the Dutch in this, and in refusing to obey the Nabob’s orders in 
relation to the currency of Calcutta siccas, will oblige me to quarrel with them, 
therefore I have advised you of it. 


No. 226.] From Colonel Clive to Rov Dolot, October 9tb, 1737. 

I have received advice that there are some Frenchmen lurking about in 
many places in these provinces, these people want to join the Nabob’s enemies 
and raise disturbances here. I would have you be upon your guard and write 
this to all Zemindars, Phousdars, &c, Tou must not touch the English and 
Dutch people near their hounds, hut whoever you find strolling about the 
country lay hold of them. If you do this the French will not he able to hide 
themselves or make any disturbances in this country. 


■ No. 227.3 From Rov Dblbb to Colonel Clive. No, date. Rce'*. October lllb, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter saying there is no such tics of friendship hetween us 
that you will hide nothing from me ; that the Nabobs, yours, and my interest 
are all one ; that there are ten French ships arrived at Pondicherry; that Mens'. 
Bus.sy may perhaps endeavour to enter into a Treaty with Sbuja-ud-Doula and 
come this way ; that the intelligence received from Patna makes it necessary to 
' sooth the Nabob of Owd; that as there are great troubles at Delhi it would'not 
be proper to send peslicash, &c,, at present, and that the younger brother of 
Salahut Jung had risen against him for which reason Mens'. Bussy was gone 
to Hyderabad. I have received with great pleasure and observe the contents. 
■As there is now such ties of friendship hetween us I hope you will speak 
your mind freely as I will mine. It is certain that the Nabob’s interest and 
ours is but one. When you have got good intelligeiiee of the French ships, 
please to iiiform me that I may act as you desire. As Mens'. Bussy is gone 
to Hyderabad,- 1 believe they have not forces to send with their ships into tliese 
parts, hut should they come this way, if it please God I- hope they will never 
return. Tou an d I must he one in this affair. Tou say there is ten French 
ships, it is no matter;, if more should come we* shall he a match for them. 
As you hare wrote so I shall act both in regard to Shuja>ud-D6ula and the 
Delhi affair. 



Noi 228.] From Omar Beg Gawk to CoLoNEt. Gmve. Reo*. October lltb, 1757. 

I before 'wrote you bow I was acting in regard to tlie Dutch upon tbeir 
refusal to obey the Nabob’s purwannab in relation to the currencv of Calcutta 
siccas, and of their behaviour in not sending tbeir inhabitants when I desired 
them. I have now surrounded Chinchura on all sides and have given positive 
orders, tn sto}) all provisions from going to them. The Dutch Zemindar was 
coming out to know the reason of this proceeding, but my people would hot 
]jermit him. I will not recall my forces from Chinchura till those people are 
delivered up. Pray send me a few sepoys; the Nabob will be much pleased. 
On your writing to me for forces I will send them and I hope you will do the 
same by me. I have just now got advice that the Dutch have wounded three of 
my people before their gales. I therefore desire you will send the sepoys very 
soon. 


No. 229.] From Gowsnt. Glivk to tlio Rajaii of Beerboom, October l*2tb, 1757. 

I hear of some French marching through your country. If you have not 
already apprehended them I desire you will immediately send people after 
them. Put few of the French have arms, and you may very easily take them. 
Drive away their coolies .and prevent their getting provisions, and they will 
surrender themselves without fighting. I depend upon your shewing me your 
friendship by exerting youi'sclf in tliis business. I shall always look on your 
interest as my own. You know the French arc my avowed enemies. You 
cannot do me a greater pleasure than to take them prisoners for me. 


No. 230.] From CoixiSKt. Gmvk to Rov Dulud, October 12tb, 1757. 

, I have read with great pleasure your friendly letter. The news of the 
French ships is that tliey are all merchant ships. * They landed some men and 
stores at Pondicherry and sailed away again to what place I have not yet 
heard. 

I had information that some Frenchmen had gathered together at Syram- 
pore .and were to set out from thence to join Monsr. Sinfray in the Purneo 
country. I therefore sent a party of men and seized most of them; some 
eseaiied. I understand 20 or 30 men left Syrampore some days before and 
having joined ^lons. Sinfray tvere seen at Organy in the Beerboom country: 
they consisted of about GO men and Very few of them had arms. It appears 
to me very extraordinary that these people should pass peaceably through the 
Nabob’s dominions. Let me entreat you, by the friendship that subsists be- 
tween us, that every means be used to destroy this party, and prevent stragglers 
hereafter passing in this manner. I have wrote to the Beerboom Ilajah on this 
subject, and desire you will send strong orders to him and all other Zemindars 
about laying hold of the French Avherever they find them. 

I am persuaded you will always serve the Nabob like a wise Dewan and 
shew' him a true zeal for his seiwice. Sly friendship for you is sincere. If 
the Nabob has received any ill impressions of you through the wickedness of 
designing bad men, Avhen I arrive at MuxadaA'ad, I w’ill use my utmost endea- 
vours to appease all your differences. 


No. 231.] From the Nabob to Golonbl Guve. Rue'*. October 1-ttb, 1757. 

Your two obliging letters, one that Bajaram, you heard, was endeavoring to 
obtain my pai'don; that Bajah Ramnarain wanted to come to Sluxadavad ; that 
as yet you Avas unacquainted Avith the force of the Frencli ships ; that you 
should be glad to see this country flourish ; that Nizam Ally Cawn, Salabut 
Jung’s brother, had risen against him ; that Sionsr. Bussy was gone to Hyderabad 
to the assistance of Salabut Jung; and that it was your ojiinion they would 
suffer. Q*he-other that there are troubles in the’ Purneo country ; that the people 
of Patna Avere hatching some evil designs against me ; that you had ordered 
Captain Grant to hold himself in readiness to assist me ; that it was pi'oper I 
should march to Patna ; that Bajaram had wrote you he Avould obey me and pay 
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me one lact of rupees if I would favor him ; and that I should follow the advice 
of Roy Dulub and the Seats I have received with pleasure and observe the 
contents. ’ • 

This Rajaram is a great rascal and he is both your enemy and mine. 
Before your letters arrived I had given the Phousdarship of Midnapore to Ooja 
Mahmud Haddee Oaun Bahadre, Buxie and General of my forces, and the 6th 
of this month he left Muxadavad on his way to Midnapore. When he arrives 
at Biirdwaun he will write to you. Please to send with him 600 soldiers, a 
good commander, and everything that is proper for war. Let them go and take 
Midnapore and lay hold of Rajaram. If f was to recall Ooja Haddee now I 
should affront him. If Rajaram will come with you and promise to obey me 
and give the King his revenues, and if I find he behaves well I may perhaps 
make it up with him. . ' • 

Ooddum Hossen Oawn likewise left this place the 6th instant to go and 
quell the rebellion in Purneo. You were very kind in ordering Captain Grant 
to be ready. I have told Mr. Scrofton that I want 600 soldiers. Please to 
write immediately to Captain Grant to join Ooddum Hossein Cawn with that 
number. 

Ramnarain is at Patna. He writes to me very often and declares there is 
no disturbance there ; if there should be I will inform you. What you write 
about my marching that way, and that it will be for the good of my country, is 
I think very proper. I shall take the field after the rains are over, when I will 
advise you of it. The Prench and Salabut Jung’s news I have observed. By 
the blessing of God your enemies will suffer. When you have certain intelli-. 
gence from those parts write me of it. Our interest is but one. 

Ramnai’ain has sent me some news, copy of which I enclose you. You will 
he there informed ol the Prench and Shuja-ud-Doula’s proceedings. 


No. 232.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, October 7th, 1757. 

I wrote you a few days ago to enquire after your health, and to communi- 
cate my sentiments to you about Rajaram, your taking the field in order to 
settle peace, and fully establish yourself Subah of these provinces, since which 
have not had the pleasure of receiving an answer. 

Prom our first meeting together on the plains of Plocis when we got the 
better of our enemies, my heart entertained the warmest friendship for you. 
From that instant I looked on your interest and mine as one. Our connections 
and inclinations have been since so strengthened by our several meetings at 
Muxadavad that nothing in this world can set them aside. 

It gave me infinite pleasure to hear from Mr. Watts that you and Roy 
Dulub had sworn together a second time and your son likewise. When I heard 
these things my heart was glad with joy,, and it reminded me of our meeting 
at .1 uggat Seat’s when you, myself, Roy Dulub, and the Seats all agreed to stand 
by and support each other. I then concluded we had cemented a friendship 
that could never be broke, and that all the force of Indostan could never dis- 
turb the peace of this country, or injure Jaffer Ally Cawn Subah of these 
provinces. While your enemies see this friendship firm between us they will 
not dare to raise disturbances, and your power shall be as.. great as Mahabut 
Jung’s. As I am accustomed to look on myself as your son, I shall think it 
my duty to give you my advice on all occasions having no interest separate 
from yours. If these things fall out contrary to your expectations the fault 
is not mine. Your health and happiness is the best nows I can hear. What 
can I say more? 

No. 233. ] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, October 19th, 1767. 

I have received yonr Excellency’s kind letter wherein you say so and so. 

I have never given you any advice but what 1 thought for your advantage, 
and have always comply’d with everything you have desired of me. 

I have therefore ordered 600 fighting men with ammunition, &c., to join 
to Coja Haddee whenever he writes for them. I fear Rajaram when he hears 
of this party coming be will run away into the woods, and that we shall not be 
able to take him. As you have not given me power to promise him pardon it 
would be >yrong in me to write to him. 
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I have also sent orders for 500 fighting men or as many as you think 
proper to join Coddtim Hossein Cawn. Of this Mr. Scrofton wiil inform you. 

I am apprehensive Mr. Lavr will create some disturbances at court and 
try to occasion disputes between you and Shuja-ud-Doula. I wish all' these 
matter’s were settled, and Mr. Law and his party obliged to quit the oounti’y. 

Write me of your health ; what can I say more. The ships I wrote you 
of are merchantmen ; they staid hut three days and then returned. 

I am very glad to hear Ramnarain is faithful. 


No. 234. 1 From the Nabob to Coloxel Cuvb, October 18th. Bec^ October 22nd, 1757 . 

Por many days past I have not had the pleasure of hearing from you, 
which has given me much uneasiness. Please therefore to write to me imme- 
diately- of your health. 


No. 235.] From CotoXEt Cuve to the Nabob, October 22nd, 1757. 

Tour letter informing me that yon had not heard from me this long time, 
and that you had suffered much uneasiness, I have received with pleasure. A 
very few d.iys ago I wrote you all- the news of this place. Write me often of 
your health. I always remember von. 


No. 236. 3 From Rajakasi to Coloxel Clite. 

I do not know that I have committed a fault. I am ever ready to serve 
the Kaboh, and I have never disobeyed him. He has confined my brother 
Narrain Sing and nephew Muttermaul, and they have been used ill. The 
Nabob is sending bis forces to destroy me. You know what will happen 
therefore I write to you. If you will speak to the Nabob to release my brother 
and nephew and to favour me, so long as I live I will do as you desire me. If 
the Nabob will not do this, I must go where I can lire. I hare people that will 
stand by me. If you approve of this pray write to the Nabob that be may put 
confidence in me. 


No. 237. 1 From the Nabob to Coloxel Clive. Bec^. October 21th, 1757. 

Tour agreeable letter gave me great pleasure ; ' thank God I am also in 
health. My sentiment is the same as yours, that we have but one common 
interest, that your welfare is mine and mine yours, that while we are of one 
mind our enemies shall have no opportunity of hurting ns. I hope by the 
blessing of God this "will always be the case, and that onr ftiendship shall daily 
enerease. I look on the Seats and Roy Dulub as my brothers and always consult 
them on my affairs, but I shall do nothing without your advice. I have before 
answered you on Rajaram’s affair, Omar Beg Cawn Babadre, I suppose, has 
acquainted you with the particulars of that affair. I now write you. Sir, that 
when Mr. Watts was here I discoursed with him on this subject, and I told 
him if you would take it on yourself that the fine should be forthcoming, or if 
he Would give proper security for the payment of it, or for hfe appearance at 
Court, then I would release h^ brother and nephew, but Mr. Watts would not 
consent to any of these propositions, but now I have granted the simnud and 
khilaut to one of my greatest ofdcers which is publickly kno^, and he is actually 
on his march. Reflect then, Sir, what an afirout I should put on nim and how 



Sajaram. This may be weU for Rajaiam icr 

patronase of the Chuta Nabob he ' 
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of all tLe posts be has had charge of for these ten or twelve years past, and con- 
vince me of his being obedient to my commands, if I am then satisfied, with 
him he may be assured he shall have my favour as formerly. 

Since writing the above I have received your other letter by Mr. Scrofton, 
and it gave me great pleasure to hear of your health;, whenever you write me 
that you always acquaint mo with what you think for my advantage, and that 
you are always ready to act as I desire, and that you have determined to send 
600 sepoys to join Ooja Haddee, and that you think should E.ajaram hear these 
things he would conceal himself in the woods, and that I have not empowered 
you to pardon Bajaram ; that therefore you can’t write to him and that you will 
send 600 sepoys with Goddum Hossein Cawn to which purpose you have wrote 
to Mr. Scrofton, and that you are apprehensive Mr. Law will endeavour to 
raise disturbances between Shuja-ud-Doula and me ; and that you think it would 
be well if Mr. Law were driven out of the country, and that the Breach ships 
after a day or two’s stay returned. The above will acquaint you with the 
particulars of Bajaram’s affair. Now that the Chuta Nabob has taken 
Narrainsing and Muttermaul in his own charge, what has he more to fear, and 
I now direct you to encourage him (or more properly inspire him with confi- 
dence) in every respect, and tell him to come and pay his obedience, and settle 
his affairs here, and I will then do as you desire. There are no Brenchmen in 
this country. Should I hear of any I will have them drove out. Mr. Law is 
out of my dominions. What power can he have to create disturbances. 


No. 238.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date. Rec®. October 25tb, 1757. 

I have not heard from you this long time which has given me much 
uneasiness. I have received letters from Shuja-ud-Doula and Mahmud Cooly 
Cawn Bahadre. I send copies of them for your perusal, and Omar Beg Oawn 
will speak to you about them. Write an answer which you think proper and 
I will observe it. 


No. 239.] ■ From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, October 26th, 1757. 

I have received your agreeable letter, I have always declared that I would, 
never interfere in your affairs but by my advice. I have your welfare so much 
at heart that I shall always risque my own life and the lives of the English to 
serve and protect you. I think you act right in giving the command of the 
Midnapore country to Coja Haddee. When I interfer’d for Bajaram I did not 
mean that he should be left in all his possessions but pardoned, and taken into 
favor again if he desired it. I have ordered Captain Grant, a good officer, to 
join Coddum Hossein Cawn and assist him with the English forces, and- 
another officer at this place is ready to assist Coja Haddee. 

You ask me my advice about Shuja-ud-Doula*s letter. It does not appear by 
that letter that the Marattoes or Ghazee-ud-din Cawn are your enemies, but rather 
the enemies of Shuja-ud-Dowla. I have heard there has always been great enmity 
between the Vizier and Shuja-ud-Doula’s family, and perhaps Shuja-ud-Doula’s 
apprehensions may have made him desirous of your friendship and assistance ; 
your ent’ring into a public Treaty with him may displease the Court, and make 
them your enemies ; if you write him sweet words and tell him that you are 
getting a great army ready, and that it has been your design for some months 
past to march to Patna it will be sufficient. 


No. 240.] From Colonel Clive to Rajaham, October 26tb, 1757. 

I have received your letter which I could not answer till I heard from the 
Nabob; though in Siraja Dowla’s time you was no friend to the English, all 
that is forgotten by me, and I have been so much your friend as to get your 
brother and nephew released and put into the hands of the Chuta Nabob. 

I have but one advice to give you which is to come to me at Chander- 
nagore immediately, and I will be answerable that no harm shall- happen to 
you ; if the Nabob will give me full security (which he has promised to do) 
that he will forgive you, you may then proceed to Muxadavad ; if not, you 
shall have free leave to return from whence you- came. If you regard your 



own safety you will follow this advice. Coja Haddee- will he at Burdwaun 
in a few days with a large force, and I shall send a large body of Europeans, 
sepoys, and cannon to assist him. You can’t fight against this force* hut. will 
he either taken or ohliged to riin away, either of which steps must he unhappy 
for you and your family. What can I say more. 


Xfo. 241.] From Coja Haddee Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive, October 35tb. Rec*. Oc- 
tober 27tli, 1767. 

Wlien you was at Tiluxadavad the Nahoh spoke to you about sending 
forces with me, and ho told me when I arrived at Burdwaun I should write to 
you for them; This day I left Cutwah in my way to that place, where I shall 
mrivc in two days. Please therefore to send the forces immediately with a 
good Commander that we may lose no time. I am always yours. Pray oblige 
me with frequent news of your health. 


No. 242.] From Colonel Clive to Coja Haddee Cavn Bahadre, October 27tb, 1757. 

Your letter desiring the forces to he sent you I have received and have 
ordered some people with a good Commander to join you immediately. Write 
me of your health. 


No. 243.] From tbc Chdta Nabob to Colonel Clive. Roc*. October 28tb, 1757. 

Agreeable to your orders I have taken an oath and promise from the 
Nabob in Rajaram’s affair. I have taken Narrain Sing, Muttermaul, and Mon- 
seram from tlieir confinement to my own house, and by oaths and promises 
have encouraged them, and what I write to Rajaram I have sent copy of to 
your vacquel. I persuade myself you will write encouragement to him in the 
same manner, and that you will make the same promise and agreement to 
Rajaram, and that by your means he will immediately set out to pay his obei- 
sance at Musadavad. On his arrival we will write to favor him. 


No. 244.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive. • Eec*. October 28tb, 1757. 

I am informed of the melancholly news of Major Kilpatrick's death. 
I know not how to expi'ess my grief on this occasion, but let me recomfnend 
it to you not to be too much affected at this unhappy event. Write me often 
of yom health. 


No. 245.] From Colonel Cuve to tbe Nabob, October 28tb, 1767, 

Your friendly letter expressing your grief at the news of Major Kilpa- 
trick's death I have received. It is the will of Providence ; we had many' 
soldiers die and many more are still sick. Tomorrow I shall send 600 
fighting men to join Cojah Haddee, but I hope Rajaram will think better of 
the affair and be obedient to you ; it will be saving a great deal of trouble and 
expence. 


No. 246.] From Colonel Clive to tbe Chdta Nabob, October 28th, 1767. 

Your obliging letter that you were endeavouring to make up matters with 
Rajaram, and that you had taken Muttermaul, Narrain Sing, and Monseram. 
from their confinement to your own house, I have with pleasure received. 
Some days ago I wrote to Rajaram, and I hope this affair will be soon finished 
by your and my mediation. 


No. 24*7.] Froni tbe Rajah oE Beerldom to Colonel Clive. Rec*. October 28tb,'i757. 

Your obligiug -letter, wherein you write that, you hear soibe French are 
marching, through my country, that I should stop and send them to you, that 
our friendship shaR he stronger, I have, with pleasure received. 



80 


. Before your letter arrived the French were going through some woods in 
my country. I know they Avere your enemies, therefore I oi’dcrcd my people 
to Surround them; the Fi'ench being afraid, some said they were English and 
some Dutch. In the meantime I received your letter that if I could appre- 
hend them I should send them to you, therefore I have sent them. Siraja 
Dowla has plundered ray country so much that there is hardly anything left 
in it. By the favour of God if there had been one or two thousand French- 
men, I would have conGned tlieiu and sent them to you ; what could so small 
a number as these do. If you Avill favor mo I will do anytliing that you 
order me. 


No. 248.] From tlio Rajah of Beorboom to Colonel Clive. Rcc^ October 28th, 1757. 

I am informed by my Munshie Kirparaun of the many favours you did 
me at Muxadavad, t*or which I am much obliged to you. I hope it will please 
God that you may have much riches. Wo have a great friendship for one 
another, therefore I bog you will favour mo, and I shall be a great man. My 
country is yours, you may build houses or Avliatover you please in it. Bam- 
nand Buddazy, a servant of Siraja Dowla’s, has still a great deal of my 
money, and he will not give it me. I must therefore beg your assistance. 


No. 249.] From Colonel Clive to Juooat Seat and SKRoorciiUND, October 2Slh, 1757. 

I have received a letter from the English gentlemen at Dacca acquainting 
me of the behaviour of your gomastah in Monsr. Flcurin’s business. I 
flattered myself that as you knew my esteem for that French genllcnian, his 
business would have been settled without any delay or interruption. When 
my army w'as victorious near Muxadavad I shewed the utmost rcgfird for you 
and your concerns. 


No. 250.] From Colonel Clive to tbo Rajau of Boerboom, November Snd, 1757. 

Tour two friendly letters I have received and observe the contents. You 
may depend on my using my interest for you at the Durbar, but I hear that 
you have not taken the French, only surrounded them. I desire you will not 
let them escape, for if you do I shall be very sony. 


No. 251.] From CJoja Haooee Cawn tp Colonel Clive. Rec®. November 2nd, 1 757. 

Tour obliging letter that you were sending the forces, I have with pleasure 
received. I arrived at Burdwaun six days ago. As yet I have no orders from 
the Nabob to go further than this place. I know not how to express my 
thanks for your great favor. Pray oblige me wdth frequent- news of vouV 
health. 


No. 252.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, October 28tb. Reo**. November 2nd, 1 767. 

I have received your friendly letter and am much pleased to hear you, 
enjoy your health well. The advice which you have wrote me. is, I think, very 
proper and will observe it. I send you copies of two letters, one from my 
servant Monseram, dated 29th September 1757, and the other from Eamnarain 
with news of the French and Shuja-ud-Doula. I have a great regard for you 
and hope you will always write me of your health. • 


Translate of a letter from Ramnaeain to the Nabob. 

The French have had an audience of Nabob Mahamud Oooly Cawn and 
desired him to represent the state of their affairs toNabob Shu ja-ud- Dowla, Avhich 
he did, hut Shuja-ud- Doula gave for an answ'er that they were not to he trusted 
and to send them away. On Mahamud Oooly Cawn’s telling them this they 
went from Lucknow . to Budgepopr, and from thence they wrote to one Tuckem 
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j-g^rincT him to speak to the If abob that they liad many fine things to 
. jincTtbat they were his liotts (inhabitants). Tuckem Cawn told Shuja- 

tbatlit would be proper to see them and receive their presents. Shuja- 
j n said* let them come into the presence. The 1st of October, sixErench 

-Qd-yo^ ‘ them three dishes, the 1st contained fine cloth, the 2nd 


To five of the gentle- 


M-meu caivicu •• — 

g®®!, the Srd knives, pistols, and small spying glasses. j, 

jewelSj* seerpans of 4 piece of cloths, and to the other three 

<ind told them they might build a house wherever they pleased, 
pieces, auu 


qyuj:late o£ a letter from Moxsraiir, the Nabob’s VAcquEEt at Delhi, to the Nabob. 

- e sav the Hahrattoe Chiefs are going one way, some another. Eag- 
^trou in «'reat want of money, and for this reason th^ cannot march, 
the revenues come in they wiU determine. The Yizier wants to march 
Ih these Chiefs to Lahore as he hears that Achmud Cawn Abdally is coming 

^ ^ffiChurnPundit went on some business toShnia-nd-Lonla, and is return^ 

• T, V- mswer to Rasrsonautrou. Shuja-nd-Doula h^ sent him likewise two pair 

. -V- nnd desireslie will give ear what llahamud Ally Cawn may say to him, 

of CCS51C> ^ 



“^^’^nttosee him. AllvBeg Cawn gave them some cloth and jewels: 
o^servan Rasgonautrou’s house when Ally Beg Cawn gave him a 

Sn ?lmia.ud.Doula, after they had set three or four horns Aliy Beg Cawn 
3 and took his leave and went to wait on ilnlhar Eao. 
mheiea< vonr servantand have learned the above. Shnja-nd-DoT^wants 
? to ®o with him into your country. I have twice or 

^H^Jj^ Rapcronautrou'that you have many forces, a great araie^,aM- 
thnce to.a in vonr nav ; that von are a great and good 



To the ^ izzer that he vrouln. ba » e J ifm get 


forces shli pass beyond ‘ ^ Ghauts whieh he promfsei mm ana 

theiETctues from Deckan Po , Tiz^sr is assemblins the ilahrattas to 

set: it immediately; that oome. bv thi bl^g of God 

him: and that u n.- ^ ^ 


n- r.c-r 
iedthe Cbxibcsz 


teiy ; 

goa'imke war with him; an Basso: 

h tdil come and heat them. , ^ f letter^ ar 

Bpniimtoedthemofthewnten^^^^ a^ers, and the 

intahm. In few days the 0 ijefus smut on me _ v _zze 

CMssmt people with hi® , jjs^er to Achnrad Cawa A&tai^y- 
esiited Bulbar Eao about his answ 






^ .... .,«n would iia-e rir c^- 
; before 1 L 




ze tc Czs-z 

Xcar obhdns letter before i 

ite ic^’eiv^ ^th gtf, JS that 

^atovrsit on yoUsbutl imagiD®=,rd* " 

'TKvented rrem which winiu 

and that we should figb - -w-i-— - - 

csthexeceipt of this ®®® -you have 
ai-. , *- ajaffilv. * »r-’=£=e— 
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No. 254.] From CoLOKEL Clive to the Nabob, November 3rdj ,1767. 

I Lave tLe pleasure to inform tLat I Lave received a letter from Eajaram 
Sing ; Le -writes me that Le will come to me immediately. My forces were to 
Lave set out tomorrow Lut I Lave stopt tLem in Lopes tliis affair will Le settled, 
and tLat Lis country sLall Le under your suLiection. 


No. 255.3 From Colonel Clive to Coja Haddee Cxvtn, November 3rd, 1757. 

I Lave just now received a letter from Eajaram : Le writes me tLat Le will 
come to me immediately. I Lave tLerefore stopt tLe forces I was sending to 
you Loping tLis affair will soon Le settled. 


No. 256.] From Colonel Clive to Rajabam, November Srd, 1767. 

I Lave received your letter and oLserve tLe contents. I Lave ordered five 
soldiers and a dustuck to Le sent you by a boat, as it will Le better for you to 
come by water. Coja Haddee’s orders from tLe Nabob at present are to go no 
furtlier than Burdwaun. The forces I was sending to join Lim I have stopt. 
I shall be glad to see you soon here. 


No. 257.] 3?rom Colonel Clive to Amie Beg Cawn, November 4tb, 1767. 

I desire you will give orders to all Mutsuddies under you to send wLat 
number of bildars they can get to work at the fortification of Calcutta ; they 
will be paid their wages there. 


No, 258.1 From the Rajah of Beerboom to Colonel Clive. Rec*'. November 4.tb, i 767, 

I before wrote you an answer to the letter you wrote me desiring I would 
lay hold of the Erench and send them to you. I then told you I Lad surrounded 
them and was about to send them to you. There were twelve coss on their way, 
when Mons. Sinfray arrived amongst them, and told them they must not go for 
you would destroy them. They then told me they would not go but I might 
send their Leads if I would. Ton wrote to me to send the Erench to you. I 
was afraid I should Lave displeased you if I Lad destroyed in attempting to 
take them after that, or I should certainly Lave done it. If you will order me 
to send their Leads I -will. 


No. 259.] From Colonel Clive to the Rajah of Beerboom, November 4th, 1757. 

Tour letter wherein you w’rite that the Erench said they would not come, 
but that you might send their heads if you would, that you was afraid I should 
be displeased if you destroyed them in attempting to take them, that if I ordered 
it you would send their Leads, and that you Lad surrounded I Lave received. 
If these people will come freely it is very well, if not, you must take them by 
force. 


No. 260.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. Rec'*. November 4tb, 1757. 

Tomoro w I shall take the field in order to march to Patna, I before advised 
you of my intentions and now do it again. By the favor of God I shall arrive 
in the camp at the time I mention. I desire you will write me what time you 
propose and let me hear often of your health. 


No. 261.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, November 4th, 1767. 

I Lave received your friendly letter and oLserve the contents. This is the 
first time you wrote me that 1 should march up to join you ; however I will 
immediately give orders to have my army collected together. I must desire you 
will advance according to Treaty one lack of rupees, as that will be about the 
cxpencc of one month for the whole army. When I hear you Lave done this 
I shall set out to join you. I expect Eajaram in five or six days and shall cany 
Lim with mo to Muxadavad to pay Lis obedience to you. 
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No. 262.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, November 6tli, 1757. 

I am sorry to find your Excellency does not think proper to communicate 
to me the situation of your affairs in so full and friendly a manner as my attach- 
ment to your service merits. I am informed from other hands of what Ram- 
narainis about, and how much discontent reigns throughout your dominions. 
This has determined me to hasten my march to join you. Tomorow I pitch my 
tent and in six days shall begin my march. Rajaram came to me this morning 
and I shall carry him with me to Muxadavad that he may throw himself at your 
Excellency’s feet. My thoughts and endeavours shall ever be employed to 
promote the tranquility of your reign. ' 

What can I say more. 


No. 263.] From JuQGAT Seat and Seboop Chtjnd. Reo*. November 6th, 1757, 

Tour obliging letter that you had received a letter from the English 
gentlemen at Dacca acquainting you of the behaviour of my gomastah in 
ivLonsr. Eleurin’s business, I have received. I am much pleased to hear you 
enjoy your health well. My gomastah is a good man and would not behave 
ill; they have not been able to settle their business, for one would take a thing 
at the other’s price, and the other would not give it at the price he wanted it. 
I read a letter to Mr. Manningham that I received from my' gomastah on this 
business, the contents of which Mr. Manningham tells you. When you have 
heard them I desire you will write what you would have done, and I will 
observe it. If you are pleased with me I shall prize that above all things 
hatever you order me to do I will obey. I hope you will always write me 
of your health. 

No. 264.] From Colonel Clive to Rot Dollbb, November 6tb, 1757. 

I am much concerned to hear of the troubles at Patna. I shall pitch my 
tent tomorrow, and in six days propose to begin my march. I am much obliged 
to you for the horse you was so kind as to send me. To hear of your heMth 
will give me great pleasure, 

No. 265.] From Auib Beg Cawn to Colonel Clive, November 6tb, 1757. 

I have received your obliging letter ; to hear of your health gives me great 
pleasure. I have given orders to my people to look out for bildars, and as 
many as can be got shall be sent to you. 

The Nabob has issued a purwannah for the sending my Mutsuddies, 
Zemindars, and Cannangoes to Calcutta, which I have done. I have wrote to 
Mr. Drake that as Rajah Teloop Chund and Rajah Kissenuhund are two great 
Zemindars, to desire' he will call their Mutsuddies, and whatever papers they 
may have that 'will be of use to him he is to take them. My Mutsuddies will 
obey you in everything. ' 

Always write me of your health. 


No. 266.] Prom tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, November 4tb. Reo^. November 7th, 1757. 

I have received your letter and am very glad to hear you enjoy your 
health well. I am much obliged to you for sending forces to the assistance of 
Ooja Haddee Oawn. I shaU this day go to camp and only wait for your 
arrival to proceed. Mr. Scrafton has spoke to me about the expences of your 
army ; when you come we will settle it. Our interest is but one. I sbaR never 
do anything without first asking your advice. When you arrive whatever you 
settle I wiR give. 


No. 267.] From Coia Hasdes Cawn to- Colonel Clive, November 7tb. Rec**. November 

8th, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter that you had received a letter from Rajaram, and that 
for this reason you had stopt the forces, I have received with great pleasure. 
"When I heard this I grew sti-ong. If you finish this it will be good for 
the Nabob and I shall be much pleased. I desire you. wiU always favor me 
with the news of your health, 

M 2 



No. 268.] 


Prom CoioNEL CiiVE to Coja Haddee Cawn, November 9Ui, 1757. 


I have received your friendly letter. Eajaram has been arrived here these 
four days, and I propose carrying him with me to pay his obedience to the Nabob. 
I have pitched my tent, and on Monday next shall begin my march towards 
Muxadavad, I shall he very glad to hear that you are in possession of the 
Midnapore country. Write me often of your health. 


No. 269.] From the Nabob to CotONEii Cuve, November 6tb. Rec"*. November 9th, 1757. 

By the favor of God I shall this day go to my garden at Barranagur, and 
in two days shall arrive at Bumnea. I only wait for you to proceed. I before 
wrote you the time that I should march out. I hope you will march out at a 
lucky time. I shall he very glad to have the pleasure of seeing you soon. 
When you arrive as you settle the expences of the army I will give it. 

Wrote in his own hand. — Tou are the light of my eye. I only wait for 
you, and the sooner you come the better. 


No. 270. ] From Colonel Clive to Ramnab.ain, Naib o£ Patna, November 9th, 1757. 

I some time since received a letter from you. It gave me great pleasure to 
hear of your health, and your assurances of friendship are very agreeable to me. 
1 am now on my march to Muxadavad. Be assured 1 shall look on your welfare 
as my own, and I will interest myself in your affairs and do all the service in 
my power. I have heard the news of Patna. There was no necessity to call 
in foreign enemies. Write to all your friends to prevent their march. It 
becomes me to do you all the service I can, and you to prevent as much as in 
your power the entrance of the enemies of the Suhaship. 


No. 271. ] From Rot Dolbb to Colonel Cuvb, November 8tb. Reo*. November 13th, 1767. 

By the favor of God I enjoy my health well and am ever praying to God 
for your welfare. Pray favor me with accounts of your health. You must 
have been informed from others how much I have the Company’s interest at 
heart. There is no occasion for my writing of it. You will hear the news of 
this place from Mr. Manningham. 


No. 272.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, November 10th, Rec*. November 13th, 1767. 

Your obliging letter wherein you write that I do not send you the news of 
the Suhaship, and that I had not acted in a friendly manner, that you had 
pitched your tent and that you should march in six days, that Rajaram was 
arrived with you, and that you should bring him with you to pay his obedience 
to me, I have with pleasure received. I before wrote you all the news that 
was to he depended on. How can I think of writing you anything when I am 
not certain of it. What low people say is not to be depended on. It gives 
me great pleasure to hear that you have pitched your tent. I am thereby grown 
stronger, and am informed of the great friendship you have for me. By the 
favor of God I hope you will enjoy long life. I have advanced the Commanders 
of my army their pay, and yet they will not come out of the city. I there- 
fore propose marching from Bumnea to Duanea Serra, and then they will 
certainly come out. I shall wait on Duanea Serra till you ari’ive. I am glad 
to hear that Rajaram is arrived and that you will bring hini with you. 

In another paper — You wrote me that you should send 600 soldiers to 
Coja Haddee on his arrival at Burdwaun; as Rajaram is arrived with you 
there is no occasion for them. 


No. 273. ] From ibe Nabob to Colonel Cute. No date. Reo^. November 13th, 1767. 

Your letter wherein you write that I must advance according to the Treaty 
one lack of rupees for the expences of your army, and that when you had heard 
I liad ordered it you would begin your march I have received and observe' 



tlie contents. Ton .never spoke to me before on this subject, and your writing 
that when you heard I had advanced the money you would inarch is very far 
from being wrote in a friendly manner. I have ordered 60,000 rupees to bo 
paid to Zubdalost Soojah. Mr. Scrofton will inform you of it when you arrive ; 
whatever is settled shall be given. I arrived some days ago at Goobra and only 
wait for you. I therefore desire you will make great haste and come, to me 
when we will settle the daily and other expences of your army. We must 
consult together before we proceed. I have paid 10,000 rupees to Mr. Sorafton 
for the expenses of the army to Purneo. 


Wo. 274.] From Colonei. Clive to the Nabob, November 14th, 1757. 

I have received your obliging letter and observe the contents. I am very 
sorry you should accuse me of not waiting in a friendly manner, because I 
wrote to you about money affairs. It is a duty I owe to my superiors, and I 
should be called to an account for not doing it. Believe me if ever you come 
to action you will find the English a people who will stand by you to the last, 
and I promise you that you .'shan’t be put to a rupee more expences than what 
is necessary. To hear of your health will alway give me great pleasure. 


Wo. 276.] Prom the Nabob to Colonel Cltve. Keo**. November 15th, 1757. 

. By the blessing of God I enjoy my health well and am always praying 
for yours. Pour days ago I arrived safe .it Buanea Serra, and I only wait for 
you. If you do not come I will not stir a foot further. I have ordered 60,000 
rupees to be paid Mr. Scrofton for the expences of your army. I enclose you 
letter from Mr. Scrofton ; he will inform you of it likewise. 


No. 276.] From Mb. Luke Scbofton to Colonel Clive. No date. lleo''. November 15th, 

1757. 

The Nabob has ordered Rajah Dullub Ram Bahadre to pay 60,000 rupees 
for the expences of your army. The Rajah has desired me to take them. I 
chose rather to acquaint you first that I may have your order for receiving 
them. You will please to inform me immediately whether I am to receive 
them or not. 


No. 277.] From the Chota Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date. Ree^. November 15th, 

1757. 

I am informed that Rajaram Sing is arrived with you which gives me 
great pleasure. Our army reached Gobra six days ago, and the tents are sent 
forward. I write you this to desire you will make great haste here, and bring 
Rajaram Sing with you. It is very good both for you and me that Rajaram 
Sing is* come. We will advise about his affair and endeavour to settle it. 


No. 278.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, November 18tb, 1757. 

Tour friendly letter that you was marched from Muxadavad, and that you 
was arrived at Duanea Serra, and that you only waited for me, I have received 
early, this morning. I left my gardens and am at this time near Changder and 
by the blessing of God I hope to be with you soon. A ship lately arrived 
from Bussorah brings news over-land that the Company had heard of the loss 
of Calcutta and were sending out 3,000 soldiers with some men-of-war which 
are expected here in a month or two. 


No. 279-] From Colonel Clive to Ceuta Nabob, November I8th, 1757. 

Tour friendly letter that you was pleased at the news of Rajaram’s arrival 
with me and that he was coming with me, and that when we arrived we must 
consult about his affair, I have with much pleasure received. My army have 
been marched here two days, and tomorrow I shall go and cany Rajaram with 
me, and hope soon to see you. 
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No. 280.] Prom the Rajah oE Beorboom to CoT.oNBr, Cr.iVB, November fltb. Rco'*. Novem- 
' her I8tb, 1757. 

Your friendly letter wherein you write that if the Ercnch would not come 
freely I should take them hy force, and that I might depend upon yonr interest 
at the Durba-r, I have received with great pleasure. ]}eforo yonr letter came 
I had confin’d the Erench a-nd was sending them to yon, and they must be 
arrived by this time. Our friendship makes me strong, and I am certain you 
will favour me. We are one and our friendship for one another will daily 
increase. Please to write me often of your health. 


No. 281.] Prom the Chuta NAnon to Cobonel Clive. No (late. Roc'* November 20tb, 1757. 

By the favour of God I enjoy my health well and am always for yours. 
It is manv days since I have had the pleasure of hearing from you whicli lias 
given me much uneasiness. I now send Muttermaul, Rajarain Sing’s nephew, 
to you and desire you will send llajaram with him two days before you come, 
that I may settle some business I have with him, and when you arrive we will 
consult together and finish his affair. If Rajarara is afraid to come without 
you I desire you will send two of your Company’s servants with him. You 
are always in my thoughts. 


No. 282.] From Colonel Clive to tbo Chuta Nabob, November 20lb, 1757. 

Your friendly letter that you would enjoy’d your health well, that you 
was always praying for mine, and that you had sent Rajaram Sing’s nephew 
Muttermaul to me, and desiring that I would send Rajaram two days before 
me, I have received and observe the contents. By the blessing of God I am' in 
perfect health and am always praying for yours. When I wrote Rajaram to 
come to me I told him he had nothing to fear for that I would be his security, 
and promised him I would carry him with me to pay his obedience to the 
Nabob ; for this reason therefore I cannot send him to you. I am now near 
Nuddea and Rajaram is with me. By the blessing of God in three or four 
days I hope, to arrive at Muxadavad and to have the pleasure of seeing you. 


No. 283.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date. Rec'*. November 23rd, 1757. 

Your obliging letter in answer to mine I have received and observe the 
contents. I rely on your friendship in very^ great affairs. 'lill this, which is 
the Bth of the Moon (the 16th), I have been in expectation of yonr coming, and 
am today marching to Oommars. I am impatient for your arrival. The sooner 
you coine, and I have the pleasure of seeing you, the greater satisfaction it will 
afford me, 


No. 284.] Prom tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive. Ree^. November 26th, 1767. 

Your obliging letter informing me of your departure from Calcutta the 
4th of the Moon, and that you was arrived as far as Changder gave me great 
pleasure. Coddum Hossein CawnBahadre has delayed his time at Rajahmaul, 
and is not yet crost the river, and the purcknow affairs daily becomes more 
important; it’s improper I should lose any time in arriving at Rajahmaul, where 
I shall halt sometime in expectation of your arrival. Now that you are marched 
you should lose no time by hidting. either at the city or any other place, but 
haste to join me with your army, and do me the pleasure of visiting me as' 
soon as possible. 


No. 285. ] Prom, Colonel Clive to tbe Nabob, November 26fchj 1757. 

■ I' have received your two obliging, letters, informing, me ypur being. on 
vour march to Rajahmaul, and that Ooddupa Hossein, Caw.n. has not crost the 
river. 'A.f ter your former letter to me acquainting me you should wait for. me 
at Dunnea Serray, it gave me great concern to hear, you should have continued 
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TOTir marclij Isut I suppose the necesdtr of aSairs have obliged tou to it. I 
am BOTT arriTed at 3lTisadaTad, and the day after tomorrow shall march rdth 
an army (by the blessing of God hitherto imeonqaerable) devoted to yonr 
service agarast all the enemies of yotir Snbaship. I am impatient for the 
happiness of embracing you. 


I\0. 286.1 Freni the ^jS-03 to ConosEL Cixrr. Bee*. NoTember 30th- 1757. 

Tour obliging letter informing me of your arrival at TEusadavad, and that 
you should march in two daysj I have with great pleasure received. By the 
favour or God I hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing you. I was obliged 
to continue my march for the forces that I sent before to Pumeo would not 
cross the river, and that affair would be still longer delayed, I am now arrived 
at Ahbur 2»uggur and the forces are crost. 


IToj 287.] JrroEi Coiovsi. Curs to the Xovemher 50th, 1757. 

Tour friendly letter that you were arrived at Akhur 2suggur. and that the 
forces are crost, I have with pleasure received. I am arrived at Aurangabad 
and by the biesmg of God hope to he at Bajamaul in four days. 


ITo. 288.J From ComssL Curs to iMosinr Deve, Xoremher SOih, 1757. 

Tou will have heard how severe the Isahoh behaved to ^iarrain Sing and 
3Iuttermaul confining them and putting them in irons. I released them, I also 
protected Bajaram Sing and cailM him firom Uidnapore, I have led him by the 
hand to the young S'ahoh from whom he has received an elephant, dres, and all 
manner of enconiagement- and has returned him ail his goods, and I am carrying 
hiwn to the 2vahob. Be confident of me. I have heard yonr good character 
and will represent it to the Jfahoh, with whom be assured of my inter^t. The 
particulars you will learn from Bajaram’s letters. Its proper you should give 
one constant intelligence from Patra and let me hear often of yonr health. ^ 


j5»0. 289.1 Fiosi BirsjEJsis to Coioszl Curr, ^oTemFer Both. E«;% De<sii>.ber 8rd, 1757. 

I wrote before an answer to yonr obliging letter, which you must have 
reedved and read before t hi s, since which Major Coote has wrote me a letter the 
contents of which have much affected me. I am yonr friend. I have ever been 
the Isahoh’s slave. By the favour of God to this day the IvahoVs favour for 
me is the same as it ever was, and I have never deviated in my duty to him. If 
I had heen of another opinion how could I have taken an oath to the Zsahoh's 
brother in the pr^enee of Major Cootes. I know you have favour for me. 
I still stand firm to my oath. I desire you will do me the pleasure to inform 
me in the answer to this letter, who it is that can give credit to every trifiinff 
thing that is wrote from here. Tou will he informed of the news of thig place 
bv Mr. Pearkes. "What can I say more. 


5^0. 290.1 Froni fi:s ISiBCB to ConoszL Cute. 2so date. Eea^. Dseembsr Srd, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter that you was safely arrived at Aumngabad, and that in 
four days you should be at Bajamanl, I have with pleasure received. It mves 
me great pleasure that the day draws near when I am to have the happines of 
seeing you. 


Kc. 291.j Fresa Euae Dmrs Em BistDEi to Coiosn. Cute. Bee*. Dscenljs Sth, 1757. 

I am at present much out of order. The Doctor that in your presence visited 
me has given, me some physiek which ly the favor of God I hope will make me 
Well in eight or ten days. I hope to he able to wait on the Nabob sad yon. 
I am ever dearoi^ of hearing of yonr health- 
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No. 292.] Prom ColonBIi Clive to Rajah Dollub Ram BAiiADnE, December 5tb> 1757, 

Your obliging letter I have received and observe the eontents. By the 
favour of God I hope you will have a speedy recovery. Tlie sooner you come 
here it will be the better for you. I desire you will pay the ready money and 
give the draughts on the provinces immediately. 


No. 293.] From Ramkaiiain to Colonel Clive, November 20tb. Rcc'*. December 5tb, IT.')?, 

Tour greatly obliging letter wherein you write that you have my welfare at 
heart, that you- are coming soon to Muxadavad, and that I may rely on your 
favor, that you hear all the news of Patna, that if his enemies come it will not 
be good, and that I should give orders to all my people to Jccop them out, that 
it is absolutely necessary for you to preserve the peace of this country, and 
that I should take care that it suffers no harm I have with pleasure received. 
Tour name is great above all others. I look on you as my friend, am desirous 
of your favor, and I am sure you will give it to me. I am tlie Nabob's servant 
and hope you will speak to him in my favor. I will take the utmost care of 
his Subaship, and so long as I live every one shall be obedient. The people 
here do not write the truth either to you or the Nabob. I before had given 
orders to all my people to keep a good look-out. I shall not trust our enemies. 
I am the Nabob’s slave and your servant. I desire you will not forget me. 


No. 294.] Colonel Clive to the Nabob, December 9tb, 1767. 

I have received intelligence which is to be depended on that the French, 
who left Dacca some months ago, are now marching from a place called Coteke 
Behar in the Phousdarship Dinagepore to the assistance of the rebels in Purneo. 
I desire you will send orders immediately to the Rajah of that country to have 
them seized. 


No. 295.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, December lOtb, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter, wherein you write that you heard for certain that the 
French who left Dacca some months ago were marching from Cotche Behar to 
the assistance of the pirmans, and that I should send my orders to the Rajah to 
seize them, I have received with pleasure. I have wrote very strongly both to 
Rajah Ramnant and Oassim Ally Cawn, and I dare say tliey will take them. 


No. 296.] From Colonel Clive to Rajah Dullbb Ram Bahadre, December J3tb, 1757. 

I have very impatiently waited your arrival and hope I shall very soon 
have the pleasure of seeing you as Doctor Forth gives me the good news of 
your recovery. The Nabob has promised to make over the revenues of certain 
countries for the payment of the remainder of the money due to us by Treaty, 
and the purwannahs are to be drawn out as soon as you arrive. Tour absence 
puts a stop to all business. I therefore again desire you will make haste and 
join the army. I have many matters of consequence to talk to you about. I set 
a great value on your friendship and desire you will firmly relv on mine. 
"What can I say more. * . ’ 


No. 297.] From Rajah Dbllhb Ram Bahadre to Colonel Clive. Reoa. December 10th, 1757. 

I before wrote a letter to enquire after your health which you must have 
received and read before this. This day the 3rd of the month Nuncomar took 
his leave of me, and tomorrow he will set out. By the favor of God he will 
soon arrive with you, and inform you of some affairs. I am always desirous 
of hearing of your health. 


No. 298.] Colonel Clive to Rajah Ddlldb Ram Bahadre, December lOfch, 1757. 

Tour friendly letter that Nuncomar was set out, and that he would inform 
me of some affairs, I have received with pleasure, Nuncomar is arrived, and 
has informed me of everything which is well. I have talked to lum and from 
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his letter you will he informed. The sooner you come it will be the better. 
13y the favor of God everything shall be settled. 


No. 299.] From Rajau Ddllub Eam Uahaobk to Colonel Clive. No date. Kec^. December 

10th, 1757. 

Tour obliging letter, wlierein you write that I should make haste and join 
the army, and tliat you desire I would settle the time for paying the money, 
I have with pleasure received. This evening the 7th of the month I propose 
setting out to another of my houses, and the next day shall march to join the 
army. I have sent the bill of exchange for the Mahratta chout, and in a day 
or two the bill of exchange for Delhi shall be sent. Tour money and the 
draughts of the provinces I will settle very soon. 


No. 300.1 From Colonel Clive to Eajah Ramnaot, Rajah of Dinogepore, December 11th, 

1757. 

The Nabob writes you by this conveyance that he hears Mens. Courtin and 
some other Trcnchmen (who left Dacca some months ago) are marching from 
Cotchc Behar (a place under your Phousdarship) to Purnea. I desire you will 
seize and send them to me, which will give me great pleasure. If you have 
occasion for any assistance write me and I will send it. 

J7.J3. — The same to Cossim Ally Cawn, Phousdar of Eungpore. 


No. 301.] From Colonel Clive to Rajtah Dullub Ram Baiiasbe, December 11th, 1757. 

I have received a message from the Nabob desiring I would march and 
proceed in the van of his army, and th.it he would follow a day after. As our 
affairs arc not yet settled I have deferred marching till your arrival. I am 
therefore to desire you will come here W'ith the utmost expedition. 


No. 302.] , From Colonel Clive to Mobalt Dhpr, December 11th, 1757. 

Tour brother Bajaram Sing is with me. Ecly on me with confidence; you 
will be further informed from Eajaram Sing’s letter. 


No. 303.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnahain, December 11th, 1757. 

I came into this country to see justice done ; know that I am your friend. 
Eely on me with confidence ; you will be further informed from Eajaram Sing’s 
letter. 


No. 304.] From Rajah Dollub Ram Bahadre to Colonel Clive, December 12th. Reca. 

December 15th, 1767. 

Tour two obliging letters, wherein you write that the Nabob bad sent you 
to march and proceed in the van of his army, that you are very impatient for 
my arrival, and that I should make as much haste as possible that your affair 
might he finished, I have with great pleasure received and observe the con- 
tents. I before had a great desire of seeing you and the Nabob, and was pre- 
paring for the same, hut on the arrival of your second letter I made much more 
haste, have pitched my tent and propose setting out in three days. By the bless- 
ing of God I hope soon to have the pleasm’e of seeing you and pay my respects 
to the Nabob. 


No. 305.] From Colonel Cuvb to Rajah Dhllhb Ram Bahadre, December 16fch, 1757. 

I enclose you a letter from the Nabob, which is an order on you for 60,000 
rupees. I desire you will give orders that it may he paid immediately to Mr. 
Scrafton at Muxadavad. 


No. 306.] From the Rajah o£ Beerhoom to’ Colonel Clive. Rec*. December 17th, 1767. 

■ • Tour obliging letter, wherein you write me that Kirparam and Chunilla 

had taken the name of the English to get money from me for Durbar, expenses, 

o 
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that there is not one with ■ you who has taken the least trifle, that you have 
finished my affairs, and that I should take the money back again, I have received 
with great pleasure. 

I am persuaded that for serving me the English would never take anything ; 
^is yet Kirparam and Ohunilla, have not made use of the English name for 
that purpose. If they do I will take care of them. I hope you will alway.s 
favor me. 


No 307.1 From the Rajah of Beerboom to Colonel Cltve. No date. Rec**. December 17ih, 

1757. 

Oomgar Oawn, my uncle, and Sunder Sing have been quarrelling. Comgar 
Oawn is come to a place within three coss of my country aud Sunder Sing is 
following him. 

The inhabitants of Sunner haut are running away on account of this quan'cl. 
Eor the good of my country and honour of my family, I want to go to the con- 
fines of my country. I have therefore advised you of it. 


No. 308.] From Rajah Dolldb Ram to Colonel Clive, December 23rd, 1757. 

This day at 10 o’clock I arrived at Dogutchy. TomoiTOW being Friday is 
not a proper day to wait on the Nabob. By the blessing of God on Saturday, 
about 9 o’clock, I hope to have the pleasure of seeing the Nabob and you. 
Nuncomar has been to wait on me, and told me what regard you have for me, 
by which I am grown strong. Nuncomar will inform you of what I have 
told him. Whatever you think is proper to he done pray inform me and I will 
act accordingly. 


No. 309.] Colonel Clive to Rajah Ddllhb Ram, December 23rd, 1757, 

I have received your friendly letter ; you write me that Nuncomar will in- 
form me of what you have told him ; he has informed me and you will learn 
from him what I have said to him. Best assured the Nabob’s intentions 
towards you are favorable. 


No. 310.] From Ramnarain to Colonel Clive. Rec*. December 23rd, 1757. 

In your former letter you wrote me that you were setting out to ioin the 
Nabob’s camp, which gave me both confidence and pleasure. I iman-ine you 
must by this time have seen the Nabob, hut your not pequaintino- me'of it has 
given me much uneasiness. What I wrote you was on account of the friend- 
ship that subsists between us. I desire you will do me the pleasure of writing- 
me. ® 


No. 311.] From Moralv Dhdr to Colonel Clive. No date. Reo«. December 2.3rd 1757 

Tour greatly obliging letter, wherein you write me that you had sent for 
my brother Rajaram Sing, that you led him to the Chuta Nabob who mve him 
an elephant, sirpaw, and jewels, and returned him all his goods &c that 
you was carrying him to the Nabob, and that it’s proper I should acouaint von 
with the news of Patna, I. have received with great pleasure and obseXthe con- 
tents. - I always write to the Nabob, the news of Delhi, Shuja-ud-Doula’s damn 
and every other place as often I hear any, and you must certainly be informpd of 
it by him. I hear that Shuja-ud-Doula is marched from Lueknow and Leamned 
at Termakan ; Najib Cawn„the Patan, having caUed him to his assistance ao-ahist 
the Mahrattas. It is yet uncertain which way Suraj Mull, the head erf the 
Jauts, wiU march.’ The Mahrattas sent a few forces after Najib Cawh and he . 
went off. Many more Mahrattas are gone against the Patans. We shall see 
what will be the end of it. The King and Yizier are at Delhi. Meer Shur 
fuddy Ally Oawn, Rajah Sokut Sing, and LoUa Geramul are arrived here on the 
part of the Nabob to give confidence to Ramnarrain. Lolla Geramul is returned' 
and you null hear the whole affair from him. Everyone here is devoted to 
you. 
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IfO. 312.] From Colonel CutVB to Ramnabain, December 25th/ 1757., . 

lam much pleased to hear that you are obedient and good servant to the 
Nabob; he expressed great desire to see you. I will be security for your coming 
to him. Geramul is going to you. Bely on the Nabob and come soon to pay 
your respects to him. By the blessing of God the Nabob’s favor for you will 
daily cncreaso. 


No. 313.] From Rajah Ramnatjt, Rajah of Dinngepore to Colonel Clive. No date. Rec*. 

December 29tb, 1757. 

Your obliging letter I have received with great pleasure. I have a long 
time desired to have the happiness of writing you. The Nabob’s purwannab 
and your letter order me to seize on Mons. Courtin, &o., Brenchmen who left 
Dacca some months ago, and are now marching from Ooutche Debar to Pumea, 
and that I should send them to you, and that if 1 want any assistance you will 
send it on my writing; as yet I have not heard of any Prenchmen marching 
through my <*ountry to Purnca. I am now informed by the Nabob’s purwan- 
nah and your letter, and shall take care to look out after them. What strength 
have they to march through my country to Purneo. I shall act according to 
what the Nabob and you have wrote. Whatever I want in this affair I will 
write to you for it. I hope you will have long life and much riches, a great 
bouse, and a large Musnud to sit on. 

JV.23. — ^The same from Cossem Ally Cawn. 


No. 314.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnaiuuin, January 1st, 1758, 

I am now fully convinced of the Nabob’s good intentions towards you, and 
the friendship that he has for you, and that he will continue you in your govern- 
ment. It was on this account that I wrote by Germaul. We shall march 
tomorrow and I shall bo in the van of the army ; when you come I myself will 
go with you to the Nabob and be security for you. 


No. 315.] From Roi Ddlub to Colo.vel Clive. No d.ate. Reca. January 8rd, 1758. 

Prom Nuncoraar you will receive the twelve purwannahs for the tunkaws* 
on the lauds, signed, sealed, and everything done that is necessary. I desire . 
you will examine them well, and send me a receipt that I may enter it in my 
book. 


No. 316.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 3rd, 1 758. 

By the favor of God I this day arrived at Succregully with all my forces 
and only wait for your Excellency. 


No. 317.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No dsite. Bec^. Januaty 5tb, 1758. 

Tour letter informing mo that you was arrived at Sueeregully, and that 
you waited for me, I have with pleasure received. Our brother Dullub Bam 
marches tomorrow. I shall march very soon, and desire you will wait for me 
at Shahahad. 


No. 318.] From Colonel Clive to Roy Ddlvb, January 6tb, 1758. 

Your friendly letter, wberein.you write me that you. have sent by Nunco- 
mar the twelve purwannahs on the lands. I have with pleasm’e received. 
I have examined the purwannahs and now send the receipt. By this I am con- 
vinced of your friendship and hope it will encrease daily. 

We have now been near two months in the field, and I have received only 
one lack of rupees for the expences of my army, altho’ the Nabob has ordered ' 
me 50,000 more, which I desire you will comply with. 


• Tan1:liTr£1i, pronounced runlshd, corruptly, Tnukn, Tnnkn, Tnnku-nh, Tnncaw, Tl. &c. Tankha Mar. 

An order or draft for money, a bill of cxclinncc, an assignment by tbe ruling antbority upon the revenue of any 
particular locality in payment of wages, pay, gratuity, or pension, or in repayment of advances, or any specified bead of 
charge : in the Dnkbin tbe standard rent-roll of a village or district ; also the oldest revenue assessment, or that fixed 
by the Aiil-Slidii princes of Bijupur, and resettled by Toral Mia? in tbe reign of Akbar, for the same tract of country ; 
also under the Moghul Government, an assignment of revenne to maintain vessels of war at Surat to convoy pilgrims 
going to Mvkka by Sca.-~U'sbon*s Gfossary of Indian 2%r»<r. 

O 2 
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I desire you will according to your promise send two orders on your brother 
Coonjubeharry, one for 6,21,800 rupees, the other for three laelvs, and another 
on your brother Rausbeharry for 4,37,000. 


No. 319.] Prom Colonel Clive to the Nabob, Jnnunry 7th, 1758. 

According to your writing I should have halted at Shahahad, hut Coongnr 
■ Cawn and. Bahadre Ally Oawn.ivere encamped there, and I was obliged to pro- 
ceed on. As I can get no good w'atcr where I am now' shall marcli tomorrow 
to Colgong, and there wait for your Excellency. 


No. 320.] Prom Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 8th, 1758. 

Enclosed I have the honor to send you a letter w’ith some pa])cre from Jlr. 
Pearkes, Chief of the English factory at Patna, by which you will observe the 
Insult he has received from Ooja Ashrooph. It is not only an affront of the 
highest nature to the English, hut to the King w'hose phirmaund they have for 
a free trade, and your Excellency under w'hose Government they Jive. I 
therefore don’t at all doubt but you w'ill see due justice done on the oli'cnder. 
The English were never used in such a manner since they have been in Bengal. 
Coja Ashrooph hired people on purpose that day to destroy the Company’s 
people. 

No. 321.] Prom Rov Dolub to Colonel Clive. No dot Reo**. Jjinuary Sth, 1758. 

I enclose you the Nabob’s letter to me by which you w’ill observe I am 
ordered to halt at Shahahad. I hear you intend marching to Colgong at which 
I am much surprized. I send the purwannah to you that you may consult 
thereon and write me what you intend to do. I am arrived at Telliagury ; 
some of the cannon are disabled and cannot proceed. It is not proper then 
that either you or I should march on. Oosseram who carries this will inform 
you of further particulars. 

No. 322.] Prom Colonel Cuvb to Roy Dolub, January Sth, 1758. 

I have received your letter and observe the contents. I should have 
halted at Shahahad but Comgar Cawn and Bahadre Ally Cawn were there and 
I was obliged to proceed on. I am now marching to Colgong, where my boats 
can come to me. If I was to encamp near you our people would be for ever 
quarrelling. 

No. 323.] Prom Ramnaeain to Colonel Clive, January 2nd. Rec^. January 9th, 1758 

Your obliging letter, wherein you write that you eame here with an armv 
for the good of the country, that I should rely on you, and that I should learn 
further particulars from Rajaram’s letter, I have with pleasure received in a 
lucky moment. Your name is great, I am ever ready to serve you Bv the 
favor of God I hope you will enjoy long life. You wrote me before that vou 
would speak to the Nabob in my favor, and I do not doubt but you have done 
it. I am ever yours. ^ 

No. 324.] Prom Moealy Dhue to Colonel Clive, January 2nd. Ree®. January 9fch 1758 

Your greatly obliging letter, wherein you write me that I should learn 
further particulars from Rajaram’s' letter, I have with pleasure received 
Rajaram always writes me of the great favor you shew him, Ramnarain and 
me. By the favor of God I hope you will enjoy long life, and that I mav be 
a support to it. Ramnarain writes you by this cossid and is very desirous of 
vour favor. 

» , 



By your favor I was restored to my Zemindary. It is many days since I 
have had the pleasure of healring from you, which has given me much concern. 
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Bamnatid Buddazy, tlie inan that Siraja Boula sent over me, has nsed me 
very ill, and has a great deal of my money in his hands which he will not give 
me. If you will but speak to Roy Dulub I shall certainly get it, and shall then 
he able to pay what money I owe to' the merchants. 


No. 326.]‘ From Colonel Cltve to tlie Nabob, January lltli, 1758. 

I have wrote your Excellency two letters within these few days, hut have 
not been favored with an answer. When I had the pleasure of seeing you at 
the camp near llaiamaul you told me I should lead the van. Bahadre Ally 
Cawn is this day gone on before me. I therefore desire you will order him to 
keep 2 coss behind me. 

No. 327.1 From the Nabob to Colonel CLiys. No date. Eeo*. January 12th, 1758. 

Tour letter informing me that you could not halt at Shahahad because 
Comgnr Oawn and Bahadre Ally Cawn were encamped there, and that you 
would wait’ for me at Colgong, I have with pleasure received. I am now at 
Duanhaut and shall march every day till 1 join you at Colgong, where I desire 
you win wait. 

No. 328.] From Colonel Clive to the Eajab of Bpcrboom, Jitnunry 12th, 1758. 

I have received your friendly letter and observe the contents. I am now 
marching with expedition to Patna. You may depend on it that I will speak 
to Roy Bulub in your favor. 


No. 329.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No dato. Rec^. January 13th, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that I had not answered your letters, that Bahadre 
Ally Cawn was gone on before you, and that I should write him to stay 2 coss 
behind you, I have with pleasure received and observe the contents. I always 
answer your Icttci's the moment I receive them. The letter concerning Coja 
Ashrooph took up a day in answering. Altho’ I am sick I do not stay 
long at any place. The 2nd of this Moon I arrived at Shahahad having march- 
ed every day. I do not know when I shall march from here. By the blessing 
of God when I do, and have the pleasure to see you, we will consult how we are 
to proceed. You shall lead the van, Bahadre Ally Cawn shall follow you. 
Rajah Bahadre, him and I will bring up the rear. This will be a proper way 
to march. I ordered Bahadre Ally Cawn to march on as there was no good 
place to encamp on. 

No. 330.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January lOtb, Eec®. January ISth, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that Coja Ashrooph had insulted Mr. Pearkes, Chief 
of the English factory at Patna, killed two of his men and wounded Mr. 
Pearkes, that you desired I would deliver up the offender, and that you enclosed 
mo a letter . from Mr. Pearkes with other papers, I have received, and from 
Mr. Pearkes’ letter and the papers I have learnt the whole affair. I am 
surprized at the insolence of Coja Ashrooph. "What power has he to quarrel 
with the Company’s people and raise such a disturbance. Who is he ? By 
the blessing of God I shall soon arrive there when 1 will do as you have wrote 
me and treat him so that other people may take warning thereby. I am now 
pretty well again and encamped near Succregully ; tomorrow I shaU pass the 
hills and march every day. I return you the papers and send an answer to 
Mr. Pearkes’ letters. 


No. 331.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 18th, 1758. 

I have "with pleasure received your two obliging letters and observe the 
contents. It gives me much concern to hear that you was ill, but by the 
blessing of God I hope you will soon recover. I have advice from Patna in 
three days that Ramnarain has posted guards on the bridge between Euttua 
and Patna, and will not suffer any one to pass. I shall march tomorrow 3 or 
4 coss beyond Bahadre Ally Cawn and shall there wait for your Excellency. 


No 332 ^ From the Rajah o£ Boorboom to Cor-ONEfi Clive. No date. Roc->, January l3th, 

' ■ 1783. 

Com gar Cawn, my uncle, of whom you must have heard, has been quar- 
relling with Sunder Sing. Everyone will assist his brother, .friend, or relation. 
It is therefore very proper that I should assist my uncle, go where they arc 
quarrelling, and endeavour to make up matters. You have always stood by me. 
I desire you will show my uncle the same favor as you have me. I am now 
marching that way. Everyone knows you arc my patron. I desire you will 
send me one or two hundred soldiers or sepoys, and the Nabob’s piirwannah, and 
your letter to Ooragar Oawn and Sunder Sing that I may make up matters 
between them. This will be doing me a great favor. 


No. 333.] From Colonel Clive to tho Nabob, January 14tli, 1768. 

I am informed that Riam Oawn and Sbaike Abdool Rnssool arc come to 
the ground that I left this morning. And as I am in great distress for want of 
cattle the Phousdar of Bogglepore not having supplied me altho’ I both 
wrote and spoke to him, I am necessitated to march to Sultangungc ne.ar the 
river side, where I shall get my boats, and wait for yom* Excellency or till I 
have your further orders. 


No. 334.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, January IStb. Ree^. January lath, 1738. 

By the favour of God on Friday last, altho’ I was ill, I passed Tellia- 
gurry and encamped at Shahahad. Of this I wrote you before. Yesterday I 
was obliged to halt on account of some baggage not coming up, hut by the 
blessing of God I shall march tomorrow and continue it every day till 1 liave 
the pleasure of seeing you, when we will consult how to proceed. I have wrote 
to Bahadur Ally Oawn never to go before you, and when I join you and march 
again I will then order the cannon to keep 2 coss behind you, Boy 'Dulub to 
follow the cannon, Ooja Mahmud Haddee Cawn to folloV him, and I will 
bring up the rear. It is not proper that you should he too far from me. I 
desire you will halt at the first good ground you meet with. I have wrote con- 
cerning, all this to Roy Dulub, 


No. 335. ] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 15th, 1768. 

I have received letters from Patna that Ramnarrain is ready to pay his 
respects to you whenever you think proper to call him. ^ ^ 


No. 336.] From Ramnarain to Colonel Clive, January 18th. Rec^. January iGth 1758 

I have received your obliging letter which has given me much confidence 
You wrote me that the Nabob’s intentions towards me are good, and that he* 
will continue me in the Government. From Geramul I received another 
letter wherein you write that you will he security for me. Two days before 
Geramul’s arrival I received a letter from the Second of Patna, which made me 
quite easy; afterwards Geramul arrived and told me further particulars which 
gave me both pleasure and confidence. You are a great and good man and vour 
letter has given me much satisfaction. I am the Nabob’s slave, and look on the 
business of this Subahship, and in short on all the Nabob’s business as mv own 
The great trouble that such a man as you have taken in my affairs sives me 
much, confidence. The moment Geramul arrived I wanted to so and nav mv 
respects. On Sunday I shall pitch my tent, and by the hlessinff of God in 
days shall leave the city and hope to be with you soon. ° 


No. 337.] From Gekamul to Colonel Clive, January. 18th. Retf*. January 16th 1758 

Soon after I took my leave of you I arrived at Patna, and accordiuff to the 
Na/hoh’s orders I told Ramnarrain that he must go and wait on the Nabob I 
, have related everything to Ramnarrain that you fold me, and he is quite free 
from all apprehensions. According to the N abob’s orders, and the expectation of 
your faver, he intends setting out to see the Naboti and you and will not 
delay. ' ' ^ 
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No. 338.] From Colonel Clive to tlie Nabob, January 16tb, 1768. 

I have received letters hotli from Eajali Eainnarain and Germaul acquaint;- 
ing me that Eamnarain sets out tomorrow. I make no doubt hut he has 
likewise wrote your Excellency of this. Permit me to congratulate your Ex- 
cellency on this good news. 

I this day arrived at Jehanguir, and shall wait on him for your Excel- 
lency. 


No. 339.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January 15th. Ueqa. January 17th, 1758. 

Your obliging letter wherein you write that you was in great distress for 
want of cattle, that you had. both spoke and wrote to the Phousdar of Eoggle- 
pore, but he had not supplied you, and that you should march to Sultaugunge 
where you would get your boats and wait for me, I have received with pleasure. 
I have spoke to the Phousdar and by the blessing of God he will send you 
cattle. 1 am much pleased to hear that you will wait for me at Sultaugunge. 
Yesterday I encamped at Colgong and shall march tomorrow. By the blessing 
of God ail is well. 


No. 340.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January 15th. Reo*. January 17th, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you had letters from Patna informing you that 
Eamnarain waited for my orders to come and pay his respects to me, I have 
with pleasure received. It was for this business that I sent Geramul who 
arrived there 8 days ago and saw Eamnarain. Geramul has wrote me that 
Eamnarrain will come, and I have in my answer ordered him to give confidence 
to Eamnarain. 


No. 341.] From Rajah Sunder Sing, Bahadre, to Colonel Clive. No. date Rec^. Januarv 

17th 1768. 

I before addressed you in regard to Oomgar Cawn raising disturbances in 
my country. He has since returned with two thousand new horsemen added 
to his old force. On one side he set fire to all the villages and plundered the 
inhabitants of their cattle, and many other things. He has plundered Sydabad 
and Jehanabad, where the mercliants and Fringees trade. Many people drank 
poison and many more were killed. When I heard of this I was at Ourrack. 
I immediately set out after him, leaving my cannon and everything behind 
me. He fled carrying with him merchandize and money to the amount of 
some lacks, and for 30 coss set fire to the country ; on the 16th of last month, in 
the afternoon, I came up with him, he was on the other side of a small river, 
and had planted some large jinjalls and wall-pieces on the bank; he was ready 
for battle, but I had not so much one piece of cannon with me ; on both sides 
there were 600 men killed and many wounded. God blessed me with victory. 
With 60,000 men he at last got to Futtua, near Patna, and soon after left that 
place. I followed him by the Sungepoora road. I will not fail to inform you 
if anything further should happen. 

I send you 2 gold mohurs as a present on my victory. Eajaram will in- 
form you of further particulars. 


No. 342.] From Colonel Clive to Rajah Sunder Sing, Bahadre, January 18th, 1758. 

I have received your letter and observe the contents. ^ I am very sorry that 
any disturbances should happen among the Nabob’s subjects which can only 
end in defrauding the Nabob of his revenues. For the future I hope all will 
be peace and then trade will flourish. 


No. 343. ] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January 17th. Reo*. January 18th, 1758. 

I this day arrived at Furnick Ashogney. By the favor of God I shall 
march tomorrow and hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing you. Your 
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oWieino- letter that you had heard from Eamnarain and Geramul that Tlam- 
nS was to set out on the l7th to pay his respects to mo, I have ^vith p en- 
sure received. They have likewise wrote to me on that subject. I congratulate 
you on this affair. I am much’ pleased to hear that you will wait for me ^at 
Jehanguir. I have a great desire to see you and shall march evciy day till I 

have that pleasure. . 

Translation of the purwannah for the granted lands. 

Seal of Vtthoh Jajfir Ally Conn, 


1170 

’ Aalnmgcor Bmperor, 
fighting for Iho Fnitli. 
His devoted Mecr Mnh- 
inud Jnfiir Ally Cnwn 
Biihiidre, Shnjn Al 
Hulk, Hossain-O-Oowln, 
Mahsttliut .Inng 
Anno 4th 


Te Zemindars, Ohowdras, Talloolcdars, Muceuddums, Raaj'd, Jforsaw- 
reans, Mootawettawans of the Chucklaw of Hooghley and others situated 
in Bengal, the terrestrial Paradise; know that the Zemindary, Cliowdrahy, and 
Tallookdarry of the countries in the subjoined list hath been given by treaty to 
the most illustrious and most magnificent the English Company, the glory and 
ornament of trade. The said Company will be careful to govern, according to 
the established custom and usage without any gradual deviation, and watch for 
the prosperity of the people. Your duty is to give no cause of complaint to the 
EaSyd of the Company, who on their part are to govern with such kindness 
that husbandry may receive a daily enorease ; that all disorder may be sup- 
pressed, drunkenness and other ijSioit practices prevented, and the imperial 
tributes be sent in due time. Such part of the above said country as may bo 
situated to the west of Calcutta, on the other side of the Ganges, does not apper- 
tain to the Company ; know then ye Zemindars, &c., that ye are dependants 
of the Company, and that ye must submit to such treatment as they give you, 
whether good or bad, and this is my express injunction. 


- Twenty four Mahah, 

The Pergunnah of Mugra. 

Ditto Ehasspoor. 

Ditto Mudummull. 

Ditto Ekktiarpoor. 

Ditto Burjutty. 

Ditto i^zimabad. 

Ditto Mood.'igotclia. 

Ditto Futcha KoIIu CooIIey. 

Part of the Pergunnnh of Shahpoor, Shah Na«»ur. 

Part of the Pergunnah of Ghur, 

The Pergunnah of Kaee Jnree. 

Ditto' Deccan Saugeer. 

Fart of the Fergannah of Calcutta. 

Ditto Paikan. 

Ditto Munpoor. 

' Ditto Ameerabad. 

Ditto Mahomed Ameepbre Melluno- Mahal 

The Pergunnah of Hattiahgur. 

Ditto Meida. 

Part of the Pergannah of Akbarpoor. 

Ditto. Ballia. 

Ditto Bussindarry. 

Dated the 5th. of Mubbial Sawney, Anno Quarto. 

. {In the Naboh*s own hand serving by way of sign manual). It is writ- 
ten — Einis. 

{In Maha Dajah Dulup Ram's own hand as. naib) Seen. 

{In Rajah Rwage Rajah RulhiVs own hand as RLuzzoor Nevis- 

Raijfi, properly Rdiyat, vemacnlarly Rfiyat, and, corruptly, Ryot Tl. [A— plnr Raaya or R&ia or Rflya from— to 
pastnra to food to proleotj. Hindi and Mar , Rdiyat Beng., Rdyutn Tel, A subject, but especially a cultivator ' a 
farmer, a peasant. — Wilton’s Qlottary of Indian Ttrms, * • 
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The 6th of Ribbeal Sauni, Anno Quarto, registered in the Imperial Re- 
gister. 

(In Rajah Ooonghu Baharree’s own hand as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th of 
Ribbi A1 Sauni, anno quarto, registered in the Duannee Register. 


No. 344.] I’rom CoLONKL Clive to the Nabob, January SOfch, 1758. 

■ I am moved about 2 coss from the place where I was encamped, to 
make room for your Excellency’s army. I have advice that there is three ships 
arrived at Calcutta from Europe. I have the pleasure to acquaint your Excel- 
lency that your Sunnud is on the way from Delhi. ■ Permit me to congratulate 
■you on this great event and the other good news. I hope your Excellency will 
be blessed with a long and peaceful reign. 


No. 345.] From Jtjggat Seat and SEEBUpCHnND to Colonel Clive. No date, Rec®. January 

a 1st, 1758. 

' We have the pleasure to hear from our Vacqueel, Rampursaud, that there 
is given unto you a 6,000 munsub, 6,000 horse, and the title of Zubdatul Mulk 
Naserud-Dpwla (the perfection of the kingdom, the victorious of the Empire). 
Permit us to congratulate you on this great title and Munsub. We pray that 
your health, riches, and power may daily increase. 


No. 346.] From Golum Hossein Cawn to Colonel Clive. No date, Recfl January 21st, 1758. 

I have the pleasure to hear that the King has given you a title and 
munsub, I cannot express my joy on this occasion. I pray that your power 
may daUy encrease. 


Tancaw* to Rajah Telockchund, Rajah of Burdwaun. 


The 

Nabob’s 

Seal. 


Noble and beloved Rajah Telockchund, health to you. 

A tancaw upon being given to the English Company for twenty-six lakhs, 
the half of which is thirteen lakhs, to be in force during the Bengal year J166, 
you are to pay that sum to the said Company within the year, applying to 
that purpose all the revenues and products whatever of your zemindary, and 
you are to take a receipt for the same formally expressed and sealed. When 
this is accomplished the sum which you have disbursed in consequence of the 
present order will be given credit for in the treasury, on your producing the 
Company’s receipt, dated the 21st of Ribbial Sauni, Anno Quarto. 

The Nabob’s Sign Manual, Ministers, Huzzoor Nevis, and Dewan of 
Bengal’s own hand- writing as before in the perwannah for the granted lands. 


/ 

Another tancaw of the same tenor and date for nine lacks on Rajah Kissen- 
chund. Rajah of Oocktran, &o. 

Another tancaw of the same tenor and date 2,88,833 rupees on Amfur 
Beg Cawn, Bahadre, Phousdar of lEughley, &c., tancaws on the same person for 
the same sums for the Bengal year 1166. 

N.B . — ^Tancaws of the same tenor and date are likewise given on the same 
persons for the ballance of the Nabob’s due this year, answering to the Bengal 
year 1164. 

The Bengal year 1166 begins April 1758. 

• Tankhwab, pronounced Tanbfaa, cornipUyi Tanba, Tankn, Tankwab, Tnncaw, H. &c.f Tankba, 3Iar. 

An order or draft for moneys a -bill of excbniipCi an nssignment by the rnling antborify npon the revenue of any , 
particular locality in payment of wages, pay, gratuity or pension, or in repayment of advances, or any specified bead of 
charge :^in the D.akbiii tbe standard rent-roll of a village or district; alsoxbe oldest revenue assessmeut, or that fixed 
hx the Ad-lSh<xhi princes of Hijapnr, and resettled by Toral Jddl in the reign of Akbar, for the same tract of country ; 
also under the Mogbnl Government, «ii assignmeiit of revenue to maintain vessels of war at Surat to convoy pilgrims 
going to Mekka by Sea. — jril^otds Glossary of Indian Tirms. - - 
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No. 347.] From the Nabob to CoioNBL Cmve. No date, Rcca. January Zlst, 1758. 

The Direction of the Letter. 

Health from God to the Lord Nabob, the most gracious,' the beloved son 
of my soul, the perfection of the Kingdom, the Victorious of tho Empire, the 
Nabob, Colonel Clive, the intrepid, the unmoved in battle. 

Let the Iiord Nabob, the beloved son of my sonl_ be in health. 

By letters from Rampersaud I learn that the titles, posts, and munsubs 
which I wrote for myse,lf, my sons, my relations pd friends are settled. I 
have sent Rampersaud’s letters to Dulubram and desired him to send them to 
you for your perusal, which ho will certainly do. I am so delighted at the 
title that is given you that it would take up a sheet of paper to express my 
ioy. . Be blessed, happy, and great. I have ordered a seal to bo made according 
to your titles which I will deliver you when I have the pleasure of seeing you. 
I enclose you a letter of congratulation from my beloved brothers Juggat Seat 
and Seroop Ghund. 

A paper enclosed which is a copy of Rampersaud s address. 

There is given to Colonel Olive a 6,000 munsub, 6,000 horse, and tho titles 
of Zubdutil Mulk Nasarud Dowla (the perfection of- the Kingdom, tho Victori- 
ous of the Empire) by the blessing of God, the Sunnuds for them will be soon 
finished when I will send them. God give him happiness. 


No. 348.] From Colonel Clive to tlic Nabob, Jnnnnry Slet, 1758. 

I have received your greatly obliging letter with my titles. I am much 
pleased at the honour the King has done me, but above all at tho great favor 
you have shewed me in writing to me as your son. I hope your Sunnud will 
soon arrive, and that you may always enjoy perfect health. 


No. 349.] From tlie Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date, Rec«. Janunty 22nd, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you was moved 2 coss from D'ehanguir, that there 
were three ships amved at Calcutta, that you heard my Sunnud for the Subaship 
was coming, and that you congratulated me thereon, I have with pleasure 
received. You have acted very properly in moving on 2 coss. I am very much 
pleased to hear that three of your ships are arrived. By the favor of God the 
King has settled the titles, munsabs and posts on me, my son, my relations 
and friends just as I wrote for them. I before wrote you of this. I sent 
Rampersaud’s letter to Dulubram and desired him to send it to you for your 
perusal, and I imagine you have seen it. I congratulate you and your friends 
on this good news. I tins day arrived at Jehanguir and shall halt tomorrow 
for some of my people who are not come up. 


No. 350.] From the Nabob to Colonel Cmve. No date, Reoa. January 28rd, 1758. 

I have received your obliging letter that you was pleased at the honor the 
King had done you, and that above all you was pleased at my writino* to you 
as my son. I look on you more than my son, and am very desirous that vour 
character may be greater. To-day I encamped at Ouddlekey and shall maroh 
tomorrow. , 


No. 351.] From Ramnaeain to Colonel Clive. Reo®. January 23rd, 1758. 

I before wrote ybu the time that I should arrive with you. Germaul <roes 
before me to wait on you. Tomorrow I shall be near yoar camp. Germaul will 
inform you of further particulars. Whatever you think is proper I will do 


No. 352.] From Colonel Clive to Juggat’ Seat and Seboop Chund, January 23rd, 1788. 

Yom* obliging letter that you was pleased to hear that my title and 
munsub were settled I have with pleasure received. I congratulate vou on 
this great event. By the blessing , of God our friendship shall daily increase 
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I , desire you will always write mo of your lieatlli till I liave the pleasure of 
seeing you. 


No. 353«] From Colonei. Clive to the Chota Nabob, January 23rd, 1758. 

Permit me to congratulate you on the great good nows that we have 
received of the Nabob’s Sunnud, munsubs, and titles being settled, as he wrote 
for them for himself, his sons, hia family and friends. I hope till I have the 
pleasure of seeing you that you will always write me of your health. 

[The same to the Beaghum Saib.] 


No. 354.] From Colonel Clive to Golam Hossein Caitn, January 23rd, 1758. 

Tour obliging letter that you was pleased to hear that the King had given 
mo a title and niunsub, I have with pleasure received. By the blessing of God 
I hope our friendship will daily increase. 


No. 355.] From Ramnarain to Colonel Clive, January 20th. Rec^. January 24th, 1758. 

I before wrote you the time that I should set out to pay my respects to the 
Nabob, and this day I went into my boats and hope to have the pleasure of 
seeing you in two days. Mr. Pearkes will inform you of further particulars. 


No. 356.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 25th, 1758. 

I cannot help complaining to your Excellency of the insolent behaviour of 
the cliouqucys at Succrcgully and Telliagurry, They have refused to pass two 
horses belonging to Mr. Pearkes ; they have stopt some necessaries belonging 
to one of my officers, and I have this moment advice that they have confin’d 
two or three of my cossids and are alw.ay8 "wanting to extract money from every 
one. I desire you will send orders to have them released, and forbid the people 
to act in such a manner again. 

No. 357.] From Colonel Clive to Roydolub, January 25th, 1758. 

The chouqueys at Succrcgully and Telliagurry have behaved in a very inso- 
lent manner. They have refused to pass two horses belonging to Mr. Pearkes, 
and they have confined two or three pair of my cossids. As you are Dewan I 
look upon it that these people are under your orders, therefore desire you will 
order them not to do so again. 


No. 358.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date. Rec^. January 2Gth, 1758. 

By the favor of God I am very well and hope you are so. I imagine 
Bamnarain has been to W'ait you. My army suffers very much here by the 
extravagant price of every thing, therefore I must march on ; if you will march 
tomorrow I will follow you the next day. Our stay here is of no signification. 


An acknowledgment from Amir Beg Cawn Bahadre. 

According to two perwannahs of the Nabob’s sealed with his seal I will 
give to the English Company in the Bengal years 1165 and 1166 (provided I 
anil continued in the Chuckla of Hughley, &c.), the sum of 13,33,832 rupees, 
the half of which is 6,66,666, rupees sealed with the seal of Amir Beg Cawn, 
Bahadre, and dated the last of the month Bibbial Sauni, Anno Quarto. 


No. 359.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 26tb, 1758. 

I have received your Excellency’s obliging letter and observe the contents. 
Amir Beg Cawn Bahadre is going to wait on you, and he will acquaint you 
with further particulars. 


O 2 
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Colonel CHvc’b Agreomenti 

I have received 12 tancaws on. Burdwaun, &c., for 19,31,203 rupcw and 
do promise that I will not take the Cuhsnnnah from the Zemindars and 
inmandars, and that for two months after the time of payment is expired I will 
not trouble them. 

(Signed by Colonel Clive.) 

Colonel Clive’s Seal. 


Colnnol Clivo, 
Sabut Jung, 
Bahndro. 


No. 360.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January 2Cth. Rec^. January 27th, 175S. 

Tour obliging letter that the chouquoys at Tclliagurry and Succrcgully 
had stopt your people and' your cossids I have with pleasure received and 
observe the contents. The moment I received your letter I wrote one in very 
strong terms to Meer Dowd that he should send for these people and threaten 
them never to do so again, to pass immediately Mr. Pcarkes his horses, to 
release your cossids, and if they stop them again to punish them severely. 


No. 361.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, January 30th, 1758, 

• I this day arrived at DeiTeawpoor w’ith all my forces and shall halt 
tomorrow, hut propose marching the next day if your Excellency tiocs not 
countermand it. To hear of your health will always give me great pleasure. 


No. 362.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnabain, January SOth, 1755. 

I this day arrived at Derreawpoor with all my forces. Rest assured of my 
good intentions towards you, and that w'hat I have promised 1 will stand to. 
Eor further particulars I refer you to Nuncomar, 


No. 363.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, January Slot, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you ivas arrived at Derreawpoor, that you should 
halt for one day, hut proposed marching the next if I did not countermand it, 
have with pleasure received. You will certainly march tomorrow. I this 
day encamped at Rush Nulla and shall march to Derreawpoor tomorrow. 


No. 364.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, February 2iid, 175S. 

I this day encamped at Gollidera and propose marching tomorrow near 
Euttua. I am to request that you will write me what your intentions are and 
likewise of your health. 


No. 365.] From Colonel Clive to Amik Beg Cawn Bahadbe, February 2nd, 1758. 

I am much surprized that you have not favored me with a letter since 
we parted at Rush Nulla, even to acquaint me with your health. I this day 
arrived at Gollidera and propose marching to Euttua tomorrow. ^ 


No. 366.] From the Nabob to Colonel Cuvb, February 2nd, 1768. 

I this day encamped at Penarack in good health; the quick marches I 
na,ve made lately has broke many of my carriages, which will oblige me to halt 
here for one day, therefore wherever you are I desire you will likewise halt 
and then march. 
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Ho. 367.] Prom Amir Beg Cawk Babadre to Colonel ClivEj February iJnd, 1758. 

The Nahoh is encamped at Penarach and will halt here tomorrow. He 
writes you to halt one day and I hope you will do so. 


No. 368.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, February and, 1758. 

Tour obliging letter that you was encamped at Penarack, that you was 
obliged to halt one day on account of some carriages being broke, and that I 
should halt one day and march the nest, I have with pleasure received and 
shall act according to your orders. 


No. 369.] Ffom Colonel Clive to Astir Beg Cawn Bahadre, February 2nd, 1758. 

Tour obliging letter which I was long in expectation of I have with pleasure 
received. Since you left me you have not wrote me one line concerning Ram- 
narrain*s affairs. I hear some bad reports about him, but do not give credit to 
them, as I have not heaird anything from you. 


No. 370.] From Rasinarain to Colonel Clive, February 2nd, 1758. 

I have with much pleasure received your obliging letter. The great favor 
you show me, I believe, have been the occasion of the Nabob’s favor to me. By 
the favor of God I shall march with the Nabob to Patna. I desire you will 
always write me of your health. Por further particulars I refer you to Nun- 
comar. 


No. 371.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date. Reca. February 3rd, 1758. 

Tour obliging letter that you would halt one day and march the next I 
have with pleasure received. By the favor of God I shall march tomorrow 
morning. 


No. 373.] From Astir Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive, February 3rd, 1758. 

Tom’ two obliging letters, one that I had not wrote to you, and the other 
concerning Ramnarain, I have with great pleasure received. Since I saw you 
I have wrote four letters and was under much uneasiness till I received your 
letter. I suffer much in being separated from you. The Nabdb’s favor for 
Ramnarrain encre^ses daily and twice a day he comes into the presence. To- 
day he goes to encamp near Roydulub to transact some affairs with him. By 
the blessing of God all is well. I enclose two letters for your perusal from the 
Rungpoor Phousdar to the Nabob and Golam Hossein Oawn. Pray write what 
you Slink proper to be done. 


No. 373.] From Colonel Clive to Royddldb, February 3rd, 1758. 

According to the Nabob’s orders I gave encouragement to Ramnarain 
to come here, and I delivered him to the Nabob, and further I agreed that he 
should be continued in his post, that he should enjoy his life, his credit and 
goods, but to this day I know of nothing that has been done for him. I hear 
that he is behind the army which surprizes me very much. I therefore desire 
that when you are alone with the Nabob that you will inform yourself how 
his heart is inclined towards Ramnarain, whether he stands to the Treaty and 
write me of it that I may write accordingly to the Nabob. Till I have an 
answer to this I can’t write to the Nabob. This is a very important affair. 


No. 374.] From Colonel.Clive to Amir Beg Cawn Bahadre, February 3rd, 1758. 

In niy tent the Nabob with his own mouth agreed that Ramnarain 
should be continued in his government, that he should enjoy his life, his credit 
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and ‘^oods : all tliis you are very rvell acquainted with. There is no occasion for 
my ^tino- you more on that subject. It was on this account that I gave 
encouragement to come here and by you I delivered. him to the Nabol^ I ^ear 
that Bamnarain is now behind all the army. It is proper that he should be 
in the van ; how comes it that he is in the rear. This surprizes me. much. I 
therefore desire when you are alone with the Nabob that you will inform 
yourself concerning this and advise me of it that I may write accordingly to the 
Nabob. 


No. 375.1 From CossiJi Autr Cawn to CotosBi. Cuve, Janviary 21st. Bee*. February 8rd, 

1758. 

Tour obliging letter that if the French wohld fight it was no matter if I 
destroyed them in attempting to take them I have with pleasure received. 
According to your orders I "wrote expressly to my people to go aud take the 
French, and they went immediately but found them ready to fight. On both 
sides there were jinjalls and cannon. A nulla was between them which the 
French crost, and advancing upon my people fought with great intrepidity, but 
luckily three or four of them being killed they retired into their fort. Bussunt 
Dollumcoot and Beekumdee, two Zemindars of another Phousdary, are great 
friends to the French, and have permitted them to make strong intrenchments 
and a fort near their possessions ; in their fort they have many servants, a large 
stock of provisions, and everything necessary for war. I have always been 
fighting with these Zemindars, and on this account they assist the French 
which makes them much stronger. My people are ready to fight them day 
and night. Tou before "wrote me if I wanted any assistance that on my 
writing you would send it, please therefore send 200 soldiers immediately 
with a Commander whom they will obey, hut as you are at a great distance it 
would he better if you were to write to the Chief of Cossimhazar to send the 
soldiers from there, that they may arrive soon and consult with us how to des- 
troy the French. 


No. 376.] From CouufEi. Clitb to Cossrii htvt Ca-vtn, Februaiy 3rd, 1758. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter and observe the con- 
tents. I shall very soon send some forces to your assistance, and in the mean- 
time desire you will endeavour to surround the French, stop their provisions, 
destroy their boats, and distress them as much as possible, which will give me 
great pleasure. 


No. 377.] From EoTDTii.tiB to Coloitel Cuve. Rec^. Febrnar 7 4tb, 1758. 

Tour obliging letter in regard to Bamnarian, that I should inform my- 
self how the Nabob’s heart is inclined towards him and advise you of it I havf' 
with pleasure received and observe the contents. It is true that Bamnarriai; 
was beliind the army, but I brought him up to the place where I was en- 
camped. His affairs are on the carpet. I will learn how the Nabob is 
towards him and advise you of it. 


No. 378.] From CotoxEt Cuve to tbe Nabob, Pebrnary 5tb, 1768, 

I this day encamped at Jaffer Cawn’s garden and propose marchin*' to- 
morrow to Bakkipoor.* It surprizes me much to see some of your forces march 
on before mo without acquainting me when you promised I should lead the 
-ran. IVhcn I was at Colledera I wrote to desire you would acquaint me what 
your intentions, but you have not favored me with an answer. 


No. 379.] From RiMKAEAix to Coloxbi. Cuve, Februaiy 4tb Rec*. Febmaiy 5fcb, 1768. 

On account of the favor you have shewn me the Nabob favors me daily 
I cannot express the great character of Boydulub. The Nabob has ordered 
penvannahs to be wrote to all the Zemindars that he continues me in my 
Government, and tliat by me they must come and pay their respects to him. 
Whatever is done for me I look on it entirely owing to your favor. By the 


* EsnVijioor. 
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favor of God I liope you will liave-a great character and enjoy long life. I am 
now with Eoydulub having some great afiairs to settle with him, and this day 
we encamped 2 coss from Bar. 

A paper enclosed. 

You favored me much in writing to Dulluh Ram concerning my affairs ; he 
shewed me the , letter. Tour protection gains me the Nabob’s favor and I 
believe Roydulub’s. The Nabob knew that I was his slave before, and Roy- 
duluh favored me before. 


No. 380.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnaubain, February 5th, 1758.' 

I have with great pleasure received your obliging letter and observe the 
contents. I cannot express the pleasure I have in hearing of your welfare. 
By the blessing of God I hope in few days your affairs will he happily accom- 
modated. 


No. 381.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, February 6th, 1768. 

By the blessing of God I this day arrived safe with all my forces at Bak- 
kipoor. It is now many days since 1 have had the pleasure of hearing from 
you ; please therefore to write me of your health. 


No. 382.] From Amir Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive. Rec®. February 6th, 1758. 

Tom’ obliging letter that according to the Nabob’s orders you encouraged 
Ramharraiu to come, that you hear his forces are behind when it was proper 
he should he in the van, and that I should inform you concerning all this, 
that you may write to the Nabob accordingly, I have with pleasure received. 
The Nabob favors Ramnarrain daily. Ramnarrain was encamped near the 
Nabob till he went to Royduluh to settle some affairs with him. Ramnarrain’s 
affairs are now begun, but there is nothing to fear. There is no occasion for 
your writing to the Nabob on this subject. If anything should happen I will 
inform you. By the blessing of God all is well, 


No. 383.] From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, February 6tb, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you was arrived at Jaffir Oawn’s garden, and 
that you should march tomorrow to Bakkipoor, that my forces were gone 
before, and that I had not wrote you what were my intentions, I have with 
pleasure received. My army now approaches near the city and for this 
reason I sent Oojah- Mahmud Haddee Cawn to stop the passage. I wrote you 
of this, hut by your not receiving the letter imagine it must have miscarried. 
It would he better if you were to march without the city to Bakkipoor. 


No. 384.] From the Nabob to Colonel Cltve. Reo®. February 7tb, 1758. 

To-day you will encamp at Bakkipore, hut as I intend that my army 
shall encamp there I desire you will go to Duanapore.* God has been pleased 
to take to himself Mahomed Omar, Jemidai', an old friend of mine. I have 
continued his son in his post, and desire you will favor him, which will give me 
much pleasure. 


No. 385.] From Colonel Clive to tbe Nabob, February 7tb, 1758. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and observe the contents. Yes- 
terday I encamped at Bakkipore, and to-day I marched from thence about half 
a coss to an island formed by the great river, a very proper place, and where 
my boats are near me. You may depend on it that I shall take all opportuni- 
ties of favoring those whom you favor. 

No. 386.] From the Chuta Nabob to Colonel Clive. Reos. February 8th, 1758. 

Tour greatly obliging letter that you congratulated me on the good news 
of the Nabob’s Sunnud, munsubs, and titles being settled as he wrote for them. 


Modem Dhuipoor. 
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I have -with pleasure received. I cannot express my joy at hearing that your 
titles and munsub is settled. I> congratulate you apd all your friends on this 
great event. I desire that you will always remember me and write me oi 
your health. 

No. 387.] Prom the Nabob to Coionel Clive, February 7tb. llco^. February 8tb, 17r»8. 

Your obliging letter that you was encamped at Bakldpore, that you had 
not heard from me a long time, and that you desired I would write you of my 
health, I have with pleasure received and I am glad to hear you are wclh By 
the blessing of God I am in good health. TomoiTOW I march to Jaffer Cawn s 
garden, and the second of the new Moon shall go into the city. Yesterday I 
wrote you to go and encamp at Duanapore, as my forces would soon arrive at 
Bakkipore. I imagine you have done so. I desire you will always write me of 
your health. 


No. 388.] From Colokel Clive to the Nabob, Febrnory 9tb, 1768. 

Your letter in answer to mine I have with pleasure received. I before 
wrote to your Excellency that I was removed from Bakkipore to an island 
where my boats could come to me. To hear of your health will give me much 
pleasure. 

No. 389.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, Februaiy 9tb. Rcc^ Februnjy lOtb, 1758. 

Your two obliging letters wherein you write that you was encamped about 
half a coss from Bakkipore upon an island by the great river, I have with 
great pleasure received. You have acted very well in encamping where you 
are. By the blessing of God tomorrow, the first of the Moon being a lucky 
day, I shall encamp at Bakkipoor. By the favor of God all is well. I am ever 
desirous of hearing of your health. 


No. 390.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive, February lltb, 1758. 

• This day being Sunday, the second of the Moon, by the blessing of God 
I arrived in the fort. As I look on you as my son I congratulate you on this. 
Daunapore Pulwarry, a jaguire, belonging to your brother, Meer Nizam 
Addin Ally Oawn Bahadre lying near yoiu’ ground, its in your power either 
to save or destroy it. I am desirous seeing you. 


No. 391.] From Colonel Clive to tbe Nabob, February lltb, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you was safely arrived in the fort, that you con- 
gratulated me on it, and that Daunapore Pulwarry, a jaguire belonfrinn- to my 
brother, Meer Nizam Addin Ally Oawn Bahadre was in my power, I have with 
pleasure received. Permit me to congratulate you on your save arrival in the 
fort. If you will please to send a man to shew this jaguire, I will send a 
guard of my people and give them orders not to permit any one to touch any- 
thing. I am very desirous to see you. ^ 


No. 392.] From Ramnaeain to Colonel Clive. Reoa. February 12tb, 1758. 

The reason of my being so long from you is some Durbar affairs have 
taken up my whole time, the transactions of which you will be informed of bv 
Nuncomar who was present when my affairs were settled. Your friendshin 
for me has occasioned both the Nabob and Roydulub to favor me I cannot 
express how much I am obliged to you. This day being Saturday, in company 
with the Nabob I came into the city, and went to my own house. Nuncomar 
has spoke to you in regard to an affair which I am persuaded you will favor 

3H0 in* 


No. 393.] From tbe Nabob to Colonel Clive. No date, Beoa. February 12tb, 1758. 

' Toot oWiging lete that if I woold sond a man to shew where Pu’lwsrrT 
18 that you would send a guard, I have witli pleasure reoelyed. Aeoor^ng to 
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your Trritihg I haye sent Peatn Sing to go with your people. By the favor of 
God all is well here. I am very desirous to have the pleasure of seeing you. 


No. 394.] From Colonel Clive to the Nabob, February 12th, 1758. 

Your obliging letter that you had sent Beam Sing to go with my people 
to PulwaiTy, and that you desired to see me, I have with pleasure received. 
According^ to your orders I have sent people with Peam Sing. By the blessing 
of God I hope in two or three days to wait upon you. ' 


No. 395.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnarain, February 12th, 1758. 

I have with pleasure read your obliging letter and observe the contents. 
The reason why I interested myself in your affairs was the great character I 
heard of you from all the people of the country. You may always depend upon 
my friendship and readiness to serve you. Always write me of your health. 


No. 396.] From Jhggat Seat and Seeoop Chbnd to Colonel Clive. Ree®. February 14th 

1758. 

By the goodness of God he who is the light of my eyes, my son the rich 
Golandahund (whom God preserve ) is to be married on Thursday, the 7th 
of the Moon Jamandizanil (the 16th of Pebruary). I am persuaded you have 
much favor for me. I have wrote you of this happy marriage and according to 
our custom have sent you a present, which I desire you will do me the favor to 
accept of and be pleased to let me have the happiness of hearing from you that 
you have received it. May God grant you long life and prosperity. 

The wedding present is 1,000 rupees. 


No. 397.] From Colonel Clive to Ramnarain, February 15th, 175S. 

Yesterday I went to wait on the Nabob ; after discoursing on many matters 
he asked me if it was absolutely my desire that he should give you the kilaut. 
J told him I had given my word, besides the great character I heard of you 
from every one that you was by much the fittest man for this Government, on 
which the Nabob said, I will give him the kilaut the first lucky day ; you 
may now look on your affairs as finished. I wish you joy on this great 
event. Rest assured that I am your friend and always ready to serve you. 


No. 398.] From Ramnarain to Colonel Clive. No date. Reo'*. February 16th, 1758. 

Your obliging letter, which gave me much satisfaction, I have with pleasure 
received. You write that you had been to visit the Nabob and talk’d to him on 
my affairs, that the Nabob said he would give me the kilaut the first lucky 
day, and that you wished me joy on the occasion. All this I look upon as 
entirely owing to your friendship. By the blessing of God I shall receive the 
kilaut in a lucky time. If all the hairs of my head could speak they could 
not express how much I am obliged to you. God preserve you. When I 
receive the kilaut, I shall do myself the pleasure of advising you of it. 
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To the Hon’ble George Pxgot, Esq., &c., Members of the Select Secret Committee at 

Port St. George. , . • ’ • 

Gentlemen,— -We have taken up the Sally Captain Eichard Einley to I 
carry these advices,' and are to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the S 
13th and 27th October. . . . a 

The general letter to your Board will inform you of the time the forces 
arrived at Eulta, and the re-capture of Fort William by Vice-Admiral Watson, 
who has delivered it over to the President and Council here. 

. We are obliged tp you Gentlemen for the efforts you have made to re- 
establish our Hon’ble Masters in these Provinces, but we apprehend that 
cannot be completed upon terms either honorable or advantageous to our 
employers by any other means than compelling the Nabob by dint of force 
to consent to such propositions as we may judge for the interest of the Conir 
pany. to make. This we are afraid cannot be expected from the present 
number of our troops against so powerful an enemy as we have to deal with, 
and as it will by no means answer the ends of our re-establishment merely to 
defend our own without exacting ample restitution for bur losses and satisfac- 
tion for . the charges the Company will be put to in consequence of the. 
Subah’s violent proceedings, we must recommend it to you Gentlemen, to 
exert youi’selves still further on behalf of our employers, by supplying us 
with more men, powder and other ammunition by the first conveyance. 

We shall now speak to your conduct relative to this expedition ; first 
concerning the independent powers you have given Colonel Clive, next the 
very extraordinary step of consigning all the money and military stores to 
that gentleman only, and lastly, giving him directions to return with his 
troops whenever you may call upon him, leaving as many as he may judge 
necessary for the defence of Calcutta. 

In regard to the first, though no persons can have a higher opinion of the 
integrity of Colonel Clive than we have, or would more readily acquiesce to 
his judgment for conducting any military operations by land which may 
occur in the course of this expedition; yet we cannot conceive by what au- 
thority you have assumed a right in giving that gentleman the powers you 
have done, and therein treating us in. the light of a subordinate, notwithstand- 
ing you have admitted and addressed us as a Governor and Council. The 
incoherence of this proceeding is so apparent, that we are astonished at your 
overlooking it. The only reason assigned by you for this unprecedented con- 
duct, viz., ” That a difference in opinion might not obstruct the necessary 
operations for the good qf the service,” is very weakly guarded against by the 
alternative you have adopted in giving this independent power to Colonel Clive, 
as you must know it is impossible we can submit thereto, or admit that you have 
a right to give them, whilst we think ourselves the Governor and Council you 
have stiled us. We must remark likewise that we think the service is more 
likely to he prejudiced by these powers than benefited. It being but reasonr 
able to imagine that we who have resided in the country so many yeairs must 
be better acquainted with the nature of it, and what operations would be most 
for the .Company’s interest, than an entire stranger. Should any of the Colo- 
nel’s plans therefore miscarry - which deviate from our sentiments, we 'must 
esteem* you gentlemen responsible to the Hon’ble Company for the conse- 
quences.. 

. As to the very extraordinary step you have taken in consigning the money 
and military stores to Colonel Clive only, we must take the liberty to observe, 
that you have by this act entirely rendered invalid the orders from Home that 
no money or cash shall be disbursed without the consent and approbation of the 
Board, neither have you made the Colonel’s accounts liable to any check what- 
ever agreeable to the Hon’ble Company’s directions. We are at a loss to con- 
jecture what motives could have urged you to this irregular conduct, being no ■ 
way conscious of having merited so much diffidence from you, gentlemen, and 
we think our unhappy situation deserved a very different treatment. 

■ We must in the last place object to the. superiority you have assumed in 
directing Colonel Clive to return . ■with his troops from hence when you shall 
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call for him, leaving as many as he may jndge sufficient for the defence of 
: a- suneriority xve can never submit to. as we esteem ourselves emn- 


supply under Major Killpatrick do not exceed, if equal, tlio nnmoei oc muuaiy 
detmned at your Presidency, -which were destined by the Hon hie Company 

for the service of Bengal. „ i 

Upon the whole we are of opinion, gentlemen, the authority and trust in- 
vested in us by our Hon’ble Masters have been highly infringed by your unpre- 
cedented conduct ; that you have assumed a power which may in its consequences 
prove prejudicial to our Hon’ble Masters affairs in these Provinces, should 
Colond Clive determine to abide by the independency you have given him. 
That you have deviated from the orders of our employers wherein they stnetly 
direct, that no money shall he disbursed without the consent and approbation of 
the Board, and that all accounts shall he submitted to the inspection of a Com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose, and that you have acted very derogatory to 
the true interest "of the Hon’ble Company in several particulars, all which wc 
shall represent in our advices to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, and doubt 
not they will do us and themselves the Justice to take notice of a conduct so 
hew and despotiek. 

Captain Pinley having agreed to bring down as many men on bis vessel 
as be can accommodate upon terms to be agreed on with you, wc beg leave to 
recommend the assisting of that gentleman in the sale of his cargo, and re- 
turning his vessel to ns as soon as possible with troops. 

Before we conclude this letter, permit us Gentlemen, to second the request 
made in our general letter for an ample and speedy supply of money, as the 
neglect of it may be very prejudicial to our affairs, circumstanced as wc arc at 
present. 

"We are Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient servants, 

BOGEB DRAKE, Jnnioi'.' 
WILLIAM WATTS. 


Poet William, q 
8th, January 1757. ) 


RICHARD BEOHER. 
J. L. HOLWELL. 


om. 

eat 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., &c.. Gentlemen of Select Committee, 

Hon’ble Stu and Sirs,— After a tedious and difficult passage the whole 
fleet Avhich left Port St, George under command of Admiral Watson, arrived off 
Point Palmii-ahs the 3rd of December, excepting the Blaze Pire ship and 
Marlborough, Indiaman, the former proving leaky about a fortnight aftm- our 
outset. was despatched to Bombay, and the latter parted Company with the fleet 
the 16th November last, in, latitude 18" N. since which we have heard nothin"' 
of her. ® 

The Kent, Tyger and Walpole arrived at Ingerlee, 12th of December and 
at Pulta the 15tb, but the Otimberland, Salisbury and Bridgwater bavin"* 
fallen in with Point Palmiralis to leeward of the shoal, were oblio-ed to nut to 
sea again, by which accident the Salisbury and Bridgioater did not reach Pnlf^ 
till the 22nd December, and the Cumberland has not as yet been heard of 

The Protector, Lapwing, Snoio and Bonetta Ketch arrived in the river 
about the same time with the earliest of the fleet. By the two former T 
received original and duplicate of your favor of the 27th October. 

effeotiye Europeans at Pulta who (volunteers includ- 
ed) did not amount to more than one hundred, my disappointment on findino-' 
the small number of seapoys that had been embarked on t\iQ Protector orxA 
Lttjgicing, was very great. 

The absence of the Cumberland and Marlborough deprives me of abnnf 
250 Europeans and 430 seapoys with almost all the artillery and militarv stor« 

Notwithstanding these disadvantages I have the pleasure of acauamtin^ 
you that we are in possession now of Port WilUam, which was retaken the 
instant. Admiral Watson took possession of it in His Majesty’s name and the 
next day delivered it over to the Company’s representatives., Pou all the parti- 



3 


culars of the militai'y operations I take the liberty to refer you to the accom- 
panying journal. 

The 7th at night a detachment of military and seamen embarked on board 
the JBridffwate)' and all the sloops and vessels that could be got together, to sur- 
prise Hughley. • The Bridgtoater running aground retarded the expedition, 
however she was got off, and proceeded yesterday with the other vessels. 

As our quick progress has occasioned a general consternation we have 
room to hope they will meet with success. 

The letters to the Nabob of Bengal from the President Salabat Jung and 
Mahomet Ally Cawn were forwarded with one from myself, and I understand 
safely delivered, but as yet I have received nothing from him in answer. 

The President’s letter to the Nabob of Onttack has been likewise dispatch- 
ed, but as he is at a considerable distance being gone to treat with the Mo- 
rattas, I have not as yet heard of its receipt. 

Our intelligence from the country is as yet very indifferent ; what appears 
certain is that the Nabob of Perenea is killed, and his country subjected, and 
that Seer Bajah D»)wlat is at Muxadavad, and intends marching against us the 
12th of this’ month. I have fixed upon the most convenient spot without the 
town to Avait his coming. Prom the slight trial Ave have hitherto had of the 
enemy we cannot form a judgment what success Ave may promise ourselves 
against them, deficient as Ave are of our compliment of men, artillery and stores : 
the eA'ent must needs be doubtful. 

I hope Gentlemen this will determine you to send a speedy reinforcement 
of sepoys, if not of Europeans, such a supply as will at least make up the num- 
ber intended me of 2,000 seapoys, of which only the half is come. 

The gentlemen here are come to a Kesolution of razing the houses near the 
Port, and I shall give my utmost assistance in putting it into the best posture 
of defence possible, which hoAvever can never make it more than barely tenable 
against a country enemy, for to all its former defects when taken from us, the 
moors have broke down j^art of the cur^n to make room for a mosque they 
Avere erecting. 

As there is no one here capable of planing or erecting a fortification proper 
for this settlement, I cannot help representing to you Gentlemen the immediate 
necessity of sending a skilful person for that service from the coast. 

Most of the cannon, carriages, shot and shell lost in the place were either 
retaken here, or at Tanna’s and Pongee Bongee, but hardly any small arms or 
poAA'der. 

A large quantity of broad-cloth and about 600 bales of the investment for 
Europe has been likewise recoAmred, but of all other goods, whether Company’s 
or private, little or nothing is left. The Dutch and Prench both have accounts 
that wav Avith Prance Avas declared at Bombay some time in October, and the 
Prcnch Ave hear are very busy fortifying Ohandernagore. 

Monsieur La Poitrie, third of Council at Chandernagbre, amved the 4th in- 
stant, with proposals from the Governor and Council there to Admiral Watson for 
a neutrality in the Ganges betAA'een the two nations ; and Mr. Watson offered to 
accept, provided they w'ould immediately join the English against the Nabob, 
but the gentlemen at Chandernagore rejected the condition, and so the matter 
dropt. 

Monsieur La Poitrie gave out that he saw a letter from Monsieur De 
Leyrit to the Goi^ernor of Chandernagore, dated the 4th of November, which 
mentioned that at the receipt of that letter Monsieur Bussy. Avould be far 
advanced iu his march towards this province, but the circumstance is too im- 
probable to gain any credit. 

The gentlemen here intend dispatching the Syren sloop in a few days to 
England, when I shall take the opportunity of acquainting the Secret Committee 
uith the retaking the place and other transactions. 

Inclosed is a general return of the troops under my command. The- Pay- 
master and Commissary likewise transmit their accounts of disbursements at 
Port St. George also roils of the Seapoys and Lascars paid there. 

Ton will please, Gentlemen, to order that the expedition be credited with 
the amount of pay advanced to such companies of sepoys as were detained at 
Port St. George. 

A 2 
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The accounts for Decoinbcr shall ho forwarilcd hy the next opportunity,. 

I have the honor to he, 

With respect, 

Gkntlkmkn, . 

T?oitT William, •> Your most obedient humble servant. 

8lhJan„ari,17BT. 1 ROBBKT CUVB. 

Since writing the foregoing, the gentlemen of the Select Committee hcic, 

have shewn me a letter they intended to send you, the tenor of which being 
very different from my sentiments, I have refused to sign it. 

jp, s. — have this moment received news of the Marlborough^ s arrival in 
Ballasore road. 

Journal of the military proceedings of the Sonb'le Companfs troops sent on 
the expedition to Bengal^ Commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Cline. 

ith. The troops disembarhed from on board the Kent and Tygcr with the sca- 
poys from the IFalpole at Pulta, where they wmre joined by the detachment under 
Major James Killpatriclc, when they encamped on a plain to the eastward of the 
town and were joined the 22nd by the Company’s troops landed from the ships 
Salisbury and Bridgwater ; the whole remained encamped till the 27th when 

snd. they embarked again on board the squadron pursuant to a Council of War held 
on board the Kent in oi’der to proceed to Budge-Budge. 

7th. Captain Barker with 80 of the train and their oflicers with two field pieces 
properly completed were embarked in boats and followed the fleet, whilst Kivza 
Sing with seven eompanies of sepoys marehed overland, .keeping the ships in 
view. ^ . 

About 3 in the afternoon the military with the artillery and two field 
' pieces landed at Myapore, w'here they joined the seapoys. and about 0 in the 
evening marched to the northward in order to throw themselves into the 
road that leads from Budge Budge to Calcutta, and by tliat means cut oif 
the enemy’s communication with tliat place as well as prevent their retreat into 
the Ports to the northward, agreeable to the plan concerted wdth the Admiral at 
the Council of War ; this was effected with infinite labor and fatigue by forced 
marches all night, the troops and cannon passing over morasses and deep creeks 
which retarded their progress greatly. 

oth. At 8 next morning came into the Calcutta road about one Icaeno to the 
northward of Budge-Budge, passing through a village called Pick Para where 
we had information a party of the enemy had been tho night before. At 9 
the grenadier company and all the seapoys were detached towards the Port, 
where they found Captain Cooto landed with the King’s troops from tho men-of- 
war, who had silenced the fire of the Port and advanced batteries. Another partv 
of the military were detached to the northward to lay in the road leading to 
Calcutta to watch the motion of tho enemy in that quarter. Durin" the time 
of these detachments being posted, the enemy commanded by Raiah Manick 
Chund attacked the battalion, appearing in the thickets and inclosures that were 
in our front out of which they were soon dislodged by some platoons that were 
sent to the different places in which they appeared : this skirmish lasted about 
an hour, in which time we had Ensign Kerr and nine private men killed and 
eight private men wounded. The enemy’s loss must have been considerable as 
they appeared to be in numbers about 1,800 (horse and foot included), and qx- 
posed themselves pretty freely at first, but were much alarmed at the quickness 
of our firing, and startled at the appearance of tho cannon W'hioh they could 
not imagine were transported over the ground we had passed the night before • 

. they are reported to have lost in this action 200 men, four Jemadars, one elephant’ 
and their commander shot through the turban. Colonel Olive dispatching' a mes- 
sage for the grenadiers and sepoys to join him, the whole party under 'captaiii 
Coote with the grenadiers and sepoys joined the battalion, who were then formed 
uiion a plain, the seapoys were detached in pursuit of the enemy who retired 
with great precipitation, and in their flight many of them perished in a Nulla 
that they were obliged to pass. About noon the troops as well as Kino-’s as 
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Company’s were ordered to' marcli down to the Fort where the men-of-war had _ 
silenced the guns, hut had made no breach in the wall, further than destroy- 
ing the parapet, over which the enemy kept firing their musketry, but as the 
military were under cover of a high bank they did no execution. 

At 4 in the afternoon 2 nine-pounders were brought on shore from the ships 
to be mounted on the advanced Wtery of the enemy (of which we had pos- 
session) in order to make a breach in the curtain nigh the gate, as well as 
to cover the party that were ordered to storm the place at daybreak, which 
consisted of the King’s troops, the grenadier company and one hundred sea- 
men. 

. At 8 in the evening a drunken seaman straggling from his command pushed 
into the Fort, when finding no resistance gave three cheers, and was followed 
by the whole body without any orders, scarce any being found to oppose them, 
as the garrison had begun to leave the Fort at sunset. In the confusion 
Captain Campbell was killed upon one of the bastions (giving orders for posting 
sentinels upon a magazine that was there) by the seamen or seapoys. 

There was found in the Fort 22 pieces of cannon of different calibres, 33 
barrels of gun-powder, and some grain. 

After spiking up the guns, burning the carriages, and carrying off the gun- e 
powder and grain, the parapets of the Fort and advanced batteries were knocked 
down, and the houses of the Fort burnt, when the troops under Colonel Clive 
re-embarked, and the sepoys with Kirza Sing were ordered to proceed over-land 
by the river side keeping the ships in view. 

The fleet proceeded up the river with the troops on board under Colonel 
Clive, the Field artillery and T^rain stores being loaded on large boats kept 
under the stern of the men-of-war; but by one of the boats going ashore she 
struck upon a wreck and bilged, which damaged some ammunition though 
little was lost. 

At 10 in the morning came in sight of Tanna Fort and Machoa Tanna 
opposite to it. The enemy upon seeing the ships fired a few guns which all fell 
short, being then out of random shot. 

About 2 in the afternoon came a breast of Tanna Forts which were found 
evacuated the enemy retiring as the ships advanced. At 3 the boats of the 
men-of-war landed with the seamen and took possession of the Fort of Tanna 
and Aligur, a mud Fort raised opposite, in which were found 31 pieces of can- 
non of 24, and 13 of a smaller size, some shot, and a small quantity of gun- 
powdOT. 

. At 6 in the morning the Company’s troops under command of Colonel ^ 
Clive landed and ioined the seapoys, and about 8 the whole marched with two 
field pieces towards Summer’s gardens where the enemy abondoned their 
batteries as the fleet and land forces advanced. At 10 the ships came abreast 
of the Fort where the enemy made resistance for about half-an-hour, but 
were soon driven from their guns and fled through the Eastern gate before the 
military or sepoys could come up with them. About 11 a party of the King’s 
forces commanded by Captain Coote with the seamen in the boats landed, and 
took possession of Fort William, where were found many heavy cannon mounted, 
with shells, shot, and other garrison stores excepting gunpowder. 

The Admiral came ashore and formally delivered the Fort, stores and goods 3 
to the Company’s representatives. The Company’s troops garrison the Fort, 
and the seapoys are. posted at the principal avenues leading to the town. 

Employed in completing the train ammunition and stores, arranging the 4 
garrison stores and mounting cannon upon the ramparts. At 8 at night the 
King’s troops, Company’s grenadiers, 200 sepoys with 200 seamen embarked on 
board the BHdgioater,' King's Fisher Snoto and several sloops with all the boats 
in the squadron on an expedition against Hughley, the military commanded 
by Major James Killpatrick, and the seamen by Captain Smith, in order to 
possess themselves of that place, plunder and destroy it, transporting what goods 
and effects they found, to this place. 

The Bridgtoaler grounded by Perrin’s gardens, which has prevented the 
expedition to Hughley being prosecuted till she is got off. 

. This morning’ the Bridgioater was hove of and proceeded upon the expedi- 
tion against Hughley. Colonel Clive with the Engineer, and several ofiacers 
reeonnoitered the ground nigh Perrins and pitched upon a spot for an encamp- 
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ment lying between Perrins’ gardens and Duni-Duma bridge, wliere the military 
and.seapoys are to encamp in a few days. 


To the Hon’blb George Pigot, Esq., &c., Gontlemen of the Si-lecl Committee, 

Gentlemkn,— The Bombay troops are not yet arrived neither have we 
beard anything of them; the absence of the Onmhedand is anotlier disappoint- 
ment, and bythe inclosed returns you will sco our present effective strength, 
now we are all joined and encamped. 

Mr. Watson has not yet come to any Bosolution about liis departure, and 
I fear it will be difficult for me to leave this place without his concurrence 
and assistance, however, nothing but the prospect of a speedy and lionourable 
peace will induce him to stay much longer, and you may be assured I shall 
accompany him without something of the like nature happens so as to give 
hopes of a peace being soon concluded greatly to the honour and advantage of 
the Company. Be assured, Gentlemen, I shall follow your instructions, and not 
draw out the war to length on any consideration whatever. 

Since my last dated 8th instant, the Marlborough is safely arrived at Cal- 
cutta, and all the seapoys and most of the artillery and military stores landed. 
A few days ago the Admiral heard of the Cumberland's arrival at Vizaga- 
patam in a vei’y sickly condition, and immediately ordered Mr. Pocock to 
Culpee. 

The attack upon Hughley has proved very successful .as udll appe.ar by the 
inclosed journal. The unlucky accident of the Bridgxoater grounding in the 
river, gave time to the inhabitants to carry away all their money and most 
valuable effects, however, much was burnt and destroyed, and goods estimated 
at lack of rupees taken. The Dutch have acted a very unfair part bv 
receiving and secreting the moors effects which they have absolutely refused 
to give up. Their treatment we must submit to for want of sufficient proof. 

The expedition to Dacca is in great forwardness, which is to be carried on 
by 400 sailors in boats under the command of Captain Speke. The surprise of 
this place may be of great consequence to the Company’s affairs ; the success 
might be rendered more certain, and the consequence more advantaf^cous by a 
military force ; but that does not depend on me, neither would it be prudent to 
divide our little army when there is reason to expect the Nabob W'ith an army 
of 40,000 men every day. Our last advices say he is at a place called Nioserav 
a few leagues beyond Hughley. 

I have wrote several letters to the great men of the country, and since the 
capture of Hughley received two from Juggut Set and Coja Wazeel which I 
inclose you. It is thought these letters were wrote by the Nabob’s order • thev 
were sent to Monsieur Dormand, Govemer of Chandannagore, who despatched 
two of his Council with them and offered at the same time his mediation. Last 
night came likewise a message from the Dutch that the Nabob was inclineable 
to treat and that they were likewise desirous to be mediators. The Admiral 
seems to approve of the offer from the former to wdiich 1 am greatly averse 
not thinking a nation at open war with us, and declared enemy’s fit subjects to 
entrust the Company’s concerns with. If a peace be concluded throuo-h the 
Prencli mediation, they will become of consequence by our means and at our 
expenses. My answer to Juggut Set and Coja Wazeel with .the proposals de- 
livered me by the President and Gentlemen of the Select Committee,^! inclose 
you. ’ 

Soon after the Gentlemen of the Select Committee addressed you on the 
power you had invested me with, I received a letter from them likewise re 
quiring me to give up my authority. Inclosed is a copy of it, and likewise mv 
answer which. I hope will meet with your approbation. You may be assured I 
shall act with that moderation towards the gentlemen here, that it must 1 ^ 
their own fault if anything detrimental to the Company’s affairs should hannen 
through a misunderstanding between them and me. I have hitherto acquiesced 
in all their proposals and shall continue so to do as long as they lead to tl 
good of the service. 

The gentlemen here are of opinion th.it a neutrality with the Drench in 
the Ganges is most for the Company’s interest and have applied to Mr Watson 
for that purpose ; nothing is yet concluded ; it is certain Chandernagore'has been 
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tnticli sferengtliefted of late under pretence of a war witli tlieEnglisli; the French 
have obtained permission to fortify it ; the houses all round it are cleared away 
and there is a good ditch ; their number by the best intelligence amounts to 
180 Europeans, volunteers included, and 160 sepoys from the coast. 

The ships, boats and forces are come down from Hughley, and there is 
reason to believe the Nabob’s army wiU soon be here. We have fortified a 
great tank near Barnagul with high banks which command a very extensive 
plain, we have likewise erected two batteries, one advanced towards Dum-Dum 
bridge and another to the river side to keep our communication open with 
the river ; in short we are in a very good condition to act defensibly against his 
whole army, and when the other forces arrive, hope to finish eveiything by a 
decisive stroke. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that a ditch of 30 feet and 12 deep is 
finished, an esplanade of 200 yards and a glacis will likewise be completed in 
five or six days, to the southward the wall of the godown is raised equal to the 
curtain, and a strong battery will be erected at the southern barrier by the 
waterside which will flank all that face, another at the northern harrier by 
tlie waterside will flank the northern face, to the east a ravelin, which had been 
begun by the gentlemen of Calcutta,' will be made a large and fine battery, 
which will flank all that face ; from the western side there is nothing to fear, 
being well secured by the river and a strong line of guns. All this work I am 
positive will be completed in less than ten days. The ditch will he pallisaded 
and may be either kept wet or dry with great ease. In short,. I may assure 
you. Fort William cannot he taken again by the moors, hut by cowardice. 

Inclosed go the Paymaster’s accounts for December, rolls of the military 
and a general muster of the troops, &e., on the Madras establishment. 

You will perceive that the pay of the troops and lascars has been accord- 
ing to the . Madras establishment, reckoning at 360 Arcot rupees for 100 
Pagodas which in fact is a very moderate exchange. Major Eallpatrick’s 
detachment having been paid in this manner, I found myself under a necessity 
of continuing the practice. Most of the officers being desirous of receiving 
their pay on the coast, their names, and the arrears due to them, are noted at 
the foot of the Paymaster’s accounts. 

The seapoy’s claimed a promise made them in Madras before they engaged 
to come on this expedition, that they should be paid batta according to the old 
regulation, and indeed I have some remembrance of it myself, however they 
seemed to insist so strenuously on their point, that I thought it would have 
had consequences not to acquiesce to it. 

The King’s officers having been always in point of emoluments put on the 
same footing with the Company’s officers to prevent dissatisfaction by which 
the service might be prejudiced, I ordered batta to be paid them from the time 
the Company’s officers received it. 

As tlie number of volunteers here were large and their batta, which was 
equal to an ensign’s, run very high, I thought it necessary to reduce it to R2 
per day. 

I omitted to mention in my last that I had contracted for the victualling 
of- the military at ^ of a rupee a man per day, which, considering the present 
disturbed situation of the country, is not unreasonable. 

I have the honour to be with respect, 

Ca3Dp on Babnagtjt Plain, ■) Gentlemen, 

January' 1757. S Tour most obedient servant, 

ROBERT CLIVE. 


Since^writing the above, several occurrences have happened very necessary 
to acquaint you with, 

I have duplicate of your favor of the 2nd and original of the 11th De- 
cember. I need not repeat how ready I shall be to follow your orders in return- 
ing to the- coast as soon as possible with all the force that can be spared at 
present. The Admiral seems determined not to quit the Province till affairs are 
accommodated, which there seems some prospect of. Yesterday he received 
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a letter from the Nabob, the purport of which was that the Oothpany should he 
restored to their former possession, and restitution of their effects, provided Mr. 
Drake he deprived of the management of their affairs. Coja Wazeel’s ansn^r 
tome "-ives hopes of further advantage as will appear by the inclosed. The 
Dacca expedition is suspended till the result of our negotiation is better known. 

For the sake of dispatch and to prevent confusion it is agreed that all corre- 
spondence with the Nabob and his Ministers be carried on jointly by the Ad- 
miral and me, and that all the Treaties he signed and ratified by us. You may 
be assured I shall pay no regard to private interest when such terms as are 
consistent with the company’s interest can only be obtained. _ 

I cannot pretend to say whether the Nabob’s intention be really to treat 
or only to amuse us. By this day’s advices his brother has crossed the river 
with 10,000 men and he himself is said not to be far off. I hope soon to give 
you a better account in what manner things are likely to end. 

The Drench mediation has ()een refused and a neutrality in the Ganges 
offered them. 

By ilr. Pocock’s letter to the Admiral, dated at Vizagapatam, the 9tli 
January, he seems doubtful whether Monsieur Bussy’s intentions are for the 
northward or southward, or whether he will not continue where he is to keep 
up his influence with Salabat Jung. His march to the northward (if his design 
was not against Vizagapatam) gives reason to believe he is coming into this 
Province. 

I remain with respect, 
Gentelmbn, 

Camp, Tour most obedient and most humble servant, 

The 29th January 1757. ) ■ ROBERT OLIVE. 


To the Hon’ble the Gentlemen of Select Committee at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemb^t, — I have just time to acquaint you that yesterday morning 
wc attacked the Nabob’s army consisting of 40,000 men and made a prodigious 
slaughter. The loss on our side is very considerable, 67 military killed and 
wounded with 100 seapoys, the officers killed, are Captains Bridge and Pye, 
Captain Gnappe, Lieutenant Rumbold, Ensign Ellis, Kirza Sing wounded, poor 
Belches is killed ; now the consequences of this blow. 

The Nabob has decamped with his whole army, has wrote me a letter that 
he will comply with all our demands except a sum of money for the inhabit- 
ants, viz., that he will put us in possession of everything granted by the Royal 
Phirmaund, liberty to fortify Port William as we please, and the liberty of a 
mint, he concludes with desiring me to sign these proposals, and that he will 
sign and seal them immediately, that he will send me a seerpah, elephant, and 
jewels. 

I am gentlemen, 

Ca 3IP, Your most obedient, humble servant. 

The Glh February 1757. j ROBERT CLIVE. 

The President lays before the Board the letters bo received by the Success galley from 
Adminii Watson as follow : ® ^ 

To Geoege Pigot, Esq. 

Deau Sir,-— I am favored with youre of the Uth November, for which am 
much obliged to you. I heartily wish our affairs were completed at Bengal 
that 1 might leave Port William, but the situation we are in, notwithstanding 
our success, makes it highly necessary I should remain here some time longer 
ns the Nabob would most likely profit by my absence ; and all the trouble and 
fatigue we have had turn out to no other end than showing our resentment 
witliont the Company reaping any benefit therefrom. 

And now, Sir, give mo leave to give you joy of our having taken and 
destroyed .all the moors forts and batteries between this and Pulta, of our 
being in posicssion of Port William, and of our having since taken Hun-hley 
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which was ellectotl by the twenty gun ship, sloop, and boats of the squadron, 
manned and armed in conjunction with the King’s troops. Company’s grenadiers, 
and. 200 seapoys under the command of Major Killpatriok. Por the j)artieulars 
I must beg leave to refer you to others, who possibly may have more time to 
write, beliovo me, I am often interrupted, and therefore I persuade myself you 
will excuse this hasty scrawl, all I Avill say the great ships got up here contrary 
to my expectation, indeed the necessity of making a speedy push made me 
resolve to try, I accordingly did, and thank God, have succeeded, 

I have received the Committee’s letter, and cannot help observing, that 
whatever operations arc to bo carried on here in the Subah of Bengal for the 
interest of the Company, in my opinion come under the consideration of this 
Presidency, who alone arc the most competent judges what further can be 
done for their security, and whether my committing hostilities in the Ganges 
against the Prench will be for the Company’s interest. 

I hope the news you write me with regard to Mr. Byng and West is not 
true ; it comes from Paris, therefore the less to be credited. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
CHARLES WATSON. 


A copy o£ Admiral Watson’s letter to ^lonsorood AIooluclc Surnjad Dowla Subah o£ the 
Provinces o£ Bengal, Bahar and Orisn. 

The King my jMaster (whose name is revered among the monarchs of the 
world) sent me to these parts Avith a great fleet to protect the East India Com- 
pany’s trade, rights and privileges. The advantages resulting to the Mogul’s 
Dominions from the extensive commerce carried on by my Master’s subjects are 
too apparent to need enumerating. How great then was my surprise to be 
informed that you had marched against the said Company’s factories with a 
large army, and forcibly expelled their servants seized and plundered their 
elTects, amounting to a large sum of money, and killed great numbers of the 
King my Master’s subjects. 

I am conic down to Bengal to re-establish the said Company’s servants in 
their former factories and houses, and hope to find you inclineable to do them 
that justice, as well as restoring them to their ancient rights and immunities. 

As you must be sensible of the benefit of having the English settled in 
your country, I doubt not you will consent to make them a reasonable satisfac- 
tion for the losses and injuries they haA'’e sustained; and by that piece of justice 
put an amicable end to these troubles, and secure the friendship of the King my 
Master, who is a lover of peace and delights in acts of equity. 

What can I say more ? 


“ Kent ” opf Cj 
Hth January 


ALCTITTA, 1 

1757 , j 


From on Lonrd Ilis Drittnnicl: Majesty's ohip Kent, at Fnlln, in tlio Rivor Hnghlly, tlio 17th December 1736. 

Translate of a letter from Nabob Surajud Dowla to Vicc-Adinirul Watson, dated 23rd January 1/57. 

You write mo that the King your Master sent you into India to protect the 
Company’s settlements, trade, rights and privileges ; the instant I received 
that letter I sent you an answer, but it appears to me that my reply never 
reached you, for which reason I write again. I must inform you that Roger 
Drake., the Company’s Chief in Bengal, acted contrary to the orders I sent him 
and encroached on my authority. He gave protection to the King’s subjects 
who absented themselves from the inspection of the Durbar, which practice I 
forhid, but no purpose. On this I was determined to’ punish him and accord- 
ingly expelled him my country. But it was my inclination to have given the 
English Company permission to carry on their trade as formerly, had another 
Chief been sent here. Eor the good therefore of these Provinces and the 
inhabitants, I send you this letter, and if you are inclined to re-establish the 
Company only appoint a Chief, and you may depend upon my giving a cur- 
rency to* their commerce upon the same terms they had heretofore enjoyed. 
I£ the English behave themselves like merchants and follow my orders,- they 
may rest assured of my favdr, protection and assistance. 

B 
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At the bottom is wrote in the Nabob’s own hand. 

If you imagine that by carrying on a war against me you can establish 
your trade in these dominions you may do as you think fit. 

On his seal is engraved The slave of Allumgeer, King of Indostan ; The 
Mighty Conqueror, The Lamp of Kiches, Shaw Cowley Cawn, the most valiant 
among warriors. 


A copy of Admiral Watson’s letter to Mmisorood Moluch Swajud Doiola^ 
Stihah of the Frovinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. 

Tour letter of the 23rd day of this month I have this day received. It 
has given ine the greater pleasure, as it informs me you had written to me 
before, a circumstance I am glad to be assured of under your own hand, as the 
not answering my letter would have been such ah affront as I could hot have 
put up with without incurring the displeasure of the King my Master. 

You tell me in your letter that the reason of your having expelled the 
English out of these countries was the bad behaviour of Mr. Drake, the Com- 
pany’s Chief in Bengal. But besides that Princes and Eulers of States not 
seeing with their own eyes, or hearing with their own ears, are often misin- 
formed, and the truth kept from them by the arts of crafty and wicked men - 
was it becoming the justice of a Prince to punish all for one man’s fault and 
to nun and destroy so many innocent people as had in no way offended, butrely- 
ing on the faith of the Eoyal Phirmaund expected protection and security both 
to their property and lives, instead of oppression and murder which they un- 
happily found. I say are these acts of justice becoming a Prince ? No bodv 
will say they are. They then can only have been caused by wicked men who 
have misrepresented thmgs to you through malice, or for their own private 
ends. Eor gi-eat Prmces delight in acts of justice and in showing mercy. If 
therefore you are desirous of meriting the fame of a great Prince, and a loyer 
of justice, shew your abhorence of these proceedings by punishinff those evil 
counsellors that advised them, cause satisfaction to be made to the Company 
and others who have been deprived of their property, and turn by these^acfa 

noSt of yZt! 

If you have any cause of complaint asrainst Mr Drakp no i-. <. • j. 

S servant, send your complaints 

to the Company; and I will answer for it they will give you saSoHn^^^ * 

Tho tollomng para^ph ™ wrote with my oif h^S ° 

Although I am a soldier as well as you, I had rather recpivR ^ 

your justice, than to be obliged to force it Iw tho satisfaction from 

subjects. Prom on board His Brittanick Maiestv’s Shi? S 
the llivcr Hughley, the 27th Januiry TtST. ^ ^ ^ 


Captain King’s account of the talcing of Rughley, 

On the 10th of January 1757 between 3 and 4i o’clock in tho 
the troops rcndezvouzed on board a moors-shin wo hn,i f afternoon 

the morning, and lay moored near the Bridowatpr Po®®®ssion of in 

southward of Hughley Fort Tt T ^ 0 ^ tt’ 
dropped uj) with the flood, till about half-an-hour^after wbrntof 
and less than musket shot from the Fort sho nJfS, J j opposite to, 

nonade, which the enemy smartly returned ’with bo^i to can- 

arms. And while she wL droppLg ursevml sS fw ^nd-small 
between the Fort and licr ; soonSer^the^ wei£ th?’Vf ^ 
anchored near tlie same place, in order to cover the tSr-Li 

by 70 seamen immediately landed, and possessed theLXsof\^«r^^^^^^^ 

house; upon which the King Fisher moved unon “etchant’s 

and engaged the Fort, and the Thunder Bomb who abo^t this Bridgwater 

at .a proper distance began to bombard th7 souJh^ast 

Si^eatly alarmed the moors who were not accustom pS ? ^ 

attacked in that manner. '' ®^®o^stomed to being 

I he troops finding no opposition marched about fwnhuT^iw ^ 
otiier house, and then oh towards the Fort, but that bcinfsurm?n1ed wS 
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houses, no guide to dirwt us, and our men much exposed to musketry from 
those houses, it was thk’efore judged proper to return to the second house be- 
fore mentioned, and wait till the JSridgwater and King’s FisJier had made a 
breach, or by means of reconnoitring or taking a prisoner we could get inform- 
ation of the properest place to make an attack. In the meantime the seamen 
and seapoys were employed setting fire to the town. 

The houses we had now made our quarters had a large garden and a good 
substantial wall to it, with two gates, one towards the Eort, on which we 
mounted two three-pounders (sent on shore from the the other 

facing the river, which was guarded by seepoys. 

At 8 o’clock a prisoner was brought in and his life promised him, on 
condition he would guide us to the Eort. At 9 o’clock more seamen were landed 
which increased the number of them to about 130, soon after Captain Coote of 
Colonel Aldercon’s Regiment, Lieutenant Lutwidge of the Salisbury and Lieute- 
nant Hayter of the King*s Fisher, taking with them the prisoner, went to re- 
connoitre, and returned again between 10 and 11 o’clock, informing Major Kill- 
patrick, who commanded the Land Forces, that they had examined several parts 
of the Fort and found it in general so much crowded with houses and black 
people’s huts, that in their opinion the best part for storming was the south- 
east bastion where the Bridgioater had already made a small breach. As 
soon as this intelligence came, the sealing ladders were sent for, but the vessel 
they were on hoard of being some distance down the river and the ebb tide 
made which must necessarily prevent their arriving soon, the soldiers were 
ordered to rest on their arms, and permitted to refresh themselves. Major KiU- 
patrick then desired Lieutenant Lutwidge and myself to go on board the Bridg- 
7oaier, consult with Captain Smith, and take a view of the breach from the ship, 
which having done, and Captain Smith of opinion that storming was practicable, 
we agreed that the Bridgwater and King's Fisher should continue a brisk fire 
at that part of the Fort till they were called to from the shore to cease, and then 
returned to our quarters, and acquainted the Major with what had passed, who 
ordered a party of seapoys to be ready to make a false attack towards the south- 
west part of the Fort. By this time it was past 1 in the morning, and 
when we got to the breach between 2 and 3, at which time the false 
attack was made, and the seamen who marched in front with the scaling lad- 
ders placed them, and mounted the breach, next to them followed the seapoys, 
then the King’s troops, and after them the Company’s. The Fort was entered 
without much difliculty, though many of the enemy’s men were in it and en- 
deavourd to make a stand, but were obliged to retire after a little skirmish in 
which they wounded several of our people. Here we found 20 guns from 
2di-pounders downwards with a quantity of ammunition. 

Since our taking Hughley we have burnt and destroyed their magazines of 
corn, which extended two miles, and entirely destroyed the city. 


To GEonGB PiGOT, Esq. 

Sir, — S ince I had the pleasure of writing to you last, the Nabob, notwith- ' 
standing all his specious pretences to accommodate matters in an amicable 
manner with us, advanced with his army much nearer our camp than we could 
reasonably expect. 

Messrs. TFalsh and Scrapton were sent by the Colonel and Company to 
settle a few preliminaries with the Nabob, when to their great surprise th^ 
formd him in a house in the skirts of Calcutta. What passed between them, 

I make no doubt, but Mr. Walsh wiU by this same opportunity send you a 
particular account. As soon as he had left the Nabob, he returned to our camp 
and acquainted the Colonel with the Nabob’s situation ; the Colonel sent him 
immediately to me to beg the assistance of 500 seamen, and he would attack his 
camp the same night, or very early the next morning, seeing the necessity of 
this I granted his request, the seamen were sent him a few hours after. In 
the morning of the oth instant, about 3 o’clock, the Colonel marched from his 
own camp, and attacked the Nabob’s. The inclosed is Captain Warrick’s ac- 
count of the action, who commanded the body of seamen. 

Since this on the 6th instant, the Nabob has thought fit to decamp. He is 
now removed further off the town to a spot of ground a little beyond Dum- 

, ^ B 2 
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TinTni Brido'e. His letter to tlie Colonel is very specious, but u*l;ctlicr v e 
* pnn relv on what he professes and promises, has not hitherto proved at all clcai . 
T wp have even vet much reason to doubt his honesty and susjiect 

bS designs. His force at present is about 15,000 foot and 10 or 12,000 
The Omnherlmid has not yet joined us, which is an unhapiiy 
in our wesrnt situation, more particularly as the squadron is so very unhealthy, 
and I find myself much out of order with my old complaint. My comiilimcnts 
wait on all freinds at Madras and am with respect. Sir, 

‘‘ Kent ” oee Poet ’William, -i Your most obedient, humble servant, 

8th Febrmri, 1757. 3 . CHARLES -WATSON. 


jp g —The number of seamen hilled is 13, and about the same number 
wounded, of which last is Lieutenant Lutwidge of the and some 

others very dangerously. I don’t yet know the Colonel s loss, but by all ac- 
counts the enemy have suffered much more. 


Captain Warrick's account of the atlach on the Nabob’s camp. 

On the 4th Eebruary 1767 at 10 in the evening, I received Admiral -B-at- 
son’s orders to take upon the command of a detachment of sailors to join Colo- 
nel Clive in order to drive and force the Nabob out of his camp. At 1 in 
the morning landed our men a little above Kelsal’s Octagon, ivliich were as 
follows 180 from the Kent, 173 from the Tyger, 120 from the Salisburf/, 29 
from the Bridgioater, Si from the Sloop, and 30 from the Itidiamen. In all 
569 men. About 2 we joined the Colonel, whoso troops were under arms, 
and ready to march, on which our men were disposed of to guard and attend 
the train, which consisted of six field pieces and one howitzer. Soon after 
this we marched off the ground in the following order— the King’s troops and 
Company’s grenadiers in the front, the sailors with the train next, the batta- 
lion after, and the sepoys in the rear. At 3, the Colonel altered his disposi- 
tion, and marched the battalion before the train, in this order wc marched till 
6, when our troops in the van were charged by the enemy’s horse in their camp, 
but did not seem to retard our march, and by the time our rear guard was 
entered the engagement became general from hedges and bushes on which 
we played, our artillery defending the right and left of our army, all the way 
through the camp, in which we found many dead men and horses. Here our 
men were diverted by killing their bullocks, camels, -and what horses were left, in 
our march, which we continued with great rapidity, driving the enemy before 
us, till they had lodged themselves in a tope near Meter’s gardens behind tho 
hedges ; from hence they detached a large body of horse with two cannon to 
the cross-road of the Bunglow which we soon dislodged with our field pieces 
after receiving a few shot, and from hence marched into the Eort. 

About a mile from the Bunglow one of our field pieces fell into the ditch 
and broke the axle tree, another was split in the muzzle, and of no use, both 
which we spiked up and left behind. 


To the Hon’blb Eober Drake, Esq., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — ^We received with the most sensible pleasure your favor of 
the 8th ultimo, advising of your being again in possession of Eort William. 

But we confess that we fell at the same time much concern on the perusal 
of the complaints you make on the subject of the authority with which we 
thought it necessary to invest Colonel Clive during his present command. 

• In the letter we had the honour to write you the 13th October last, we 
mentioned many reasons which induced us to invest Colonel Clive with such 
authority. "We shall here recapitulate those reasons with sbme coucurrin«j- cir- 
cumstances, leaving it then to our Hon’ble Masters to judge of our conduct, in. 
support of which we can at least aver that we were guided in every step by 
nothing but a hearty zeal for their service. 
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After struggling with many difficulties in order to put the expedition upon 
the most advantageous footing as well with regard to the company as private 
sufferers, we drained all the garrisons upon the coast to strengthen the detach- 
ment preparing for Bengal, and to secure to the utmost of our power a speedy 
success to our designs. 

But as wc were in daily expectation of war with Prance, and had reason 
also from the advices of the Secret Committee to apprehend the appearance of a 
considrahle Prench fleet, we could by no means resolve to put it out of our 
own power to defend the certain possessions of the Company on this coast for 
the hope of uncertain acquisitions in Bengal. 

Therefore, in order to provide for both necessities, to make an effort for 
the re-establishment of the Company*s affairs in Bengal, and still to have in 
our hands a security for their possessions on this coast, in case of need, there 
was no other method but reserving to ourselves the power of recalling our 
troops. 

You may he, and we believe you are, unacquainted, Gentlemen, with the 
extent and value of the Company’s concern on this coast committed to our 
charge ; hut the Court of Directors arc well acquainted, and wiU we doubt not 
think we consulted for the Company’s interest when we gave them so large a 
share of our attention. 

The reason which you quote from our letter of the 13th October for put- 
ting it in Colonel Clive’s power to deviate from your plan of military opera- 
tions is not so weak as you endeavour to represent it ; the words of our letter 
are “ That no division of opinion might prevent our intentions from being 
carried into cxcution.” Wc will shew you. Gentlemen, how much reason we 
had to fear such a division of opinion, and you shall then be judges if it was 
not necessary to guard against it. Wc had before us some letters from Mr. 
Watts, some from Mr. Hoi well, and one from klr. Bccher, each giving a differ- 
ent account of the misfortune, but all agreeing in blaming the conduct of the 
Governor and Council, or disowning then* authority. It is worthy of remark 
that Messrs. Watts, Bechcr and Holwcll arc three of your four gentlemen 
who have signed your letter now before us, a letter filled with sentiments so 
diflerent from the opinions given in their separate letters addressed to us. 

After thinking we had sufficient reasons to determine us to give Colonel 
Clive the independent powers before mentioned, the consigning him the money 
intended for the services of the expendition was a natiuul consequence. That 
money was designed only for the payment of the forces who are at an estab- 
lished allowance, and the particulars of the disbursements we are very confid- 
ent Colonel Clive .will lay before you whenever you apply for it. A separate 
consignment w’as made by the President and Council here to the President 
and Council of Bengal. 

Having answered to your complaints, wc shall acquaint you briefly with 
the present state of the Company’s affairs on this coast and the resolutions we 
have hereuiion made. 

Par from being able to supply you with more men we have unguarded a 
great part of the Company’s establishments on the coast by the large detach- 
ment already sent you. Our Northern settlements are at the daily mercy of a 
Prench army, which by the last advices was within two days’ march of Viza- 
gapatam. The Southward Provinces assigned to the Company have suffered 
continual ravages, and are now involved in such troubles that the preservation 
of them is doubtful; and our own settlements, not excepting the presidency are 
barely in a state of defence against the present force of Pondicherry, where 
luckily only two ships have yet arrived, but if we may credit reports many 
more are expected. 

Therefore, Gentlemen, we think ourselves indispensably obliged to repeat 
our injunctions to Colonel Clive to return here before the season is too late 
ndth as many troops as he judges can be spared from the defence of Calcutta, 
and we request that you will yield him all the assistance he may apply to you 

for on this occasion. t» • i 

You insist much upon the number of recruits intended for your Presidency 
which have been detained here for some years past. Had we confined om- sup- 
ply to the remains of those men, or to the number which would probably have 
remained at this time if they had proceeded to you immediately from Em-ope 
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we may reasonably say that you would not have had half the number which 
we sent you under the command of Major Killpatrick and Colonel Olive. 

We hope the junction of the troops from llpmbay will Jiavc given Colonel 
Clive so much success as to open to you some opportunity of coming to terms • 
with the Nabob, for we are of opinion that neither the Company’s force nor cash 
is sufficient to carry on hostilities in Scngal, and be at the same time so 
prepared to resist the efforts of the Ifrcnch on this Coast as a ivar between the 
two nations requires. ’ 

We purpose to send you by the ship Sally and the Jielsey Schooner four 
hundred seapoys, four hundred barrels of gunpowder, and fifty barrels of mus- 
ket cartridges, which is all we can possibly spare ; and as to every other sort of 
military stores we left ourselves very bare to find you the supplies wliich went 
with Colonel Clive. 

We are necessitated to repeat our request that you will transmit us a very 
particular list of all your guns, gun-carriages, ammunition and stores of all 
kinds to enable us to assist you as much as may be in our power and leave our- 
selves equally provided. If you have any guns of 9, 12, or 18-poundcrs wliicli 
are not immediately wanted, we shall be glad if they can be sent hither, and 
should Mr. Watson apply to you to replace the number of shot lie may have 
expended, we request you will answer his demand as far as you possibly can, as 
we are here barely supplied for the occasions of our own garrison. 

We inclose a letter from the Secret Committee for your President, receiv- 
ed by His Majesty’s Ship Triton. It was necessary for us to open it that we 
might determine whether to send down Captain JBrohicr immediately, Finding 
the intentions of the Secret Committee to be to lay a plan for fortifying the 
whole Town of Calcutta or the principal part of it, which cannot possibly bo set 
about in your present unsettled condition, and Colonel Clivo having acquainted 
us with the works that have been thrown up round Fort William, so as to secure 
it against the attempts of a country enemy, we resolved to detain Captain 
Brohier, whose presence is very necessary to finish the works in hand at this 
place, until we have the pleasure to hear you are in such a state of tranquillity 
as will enable you to enter upon a proper plan of fortification, at which time 
we shall direct Captain Brohier to proceed to you by the very first conveyance. 
The letter from the Secret Committee to your Presidency being in cypher, we 
have taken it out, and send a written copy in its stead. ‘ ’ 

The terms made with Captain Finley and Captain Dogan arc that thev 
each carry down two hundred seapoys and two hundred barrels of powder, and 
diet the seapoys on board for three thousand rupees. They have both been *f ully 
paid here. ^ 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient, bumble servant, 

Fort St. George, ) GEORGE PIGOT, «&o., 

2l8t Febmary 1757. 5 . Committee. 


To Robeet Clive, Esq, 

Sir,— Since closing our letter of the 21st, the Success Galley bas arrirprl 
with your advices, dated 28th and 29th January, and 6th instant 

We congratulate you on the success of your attack upon the Nabob’s 
camp ; and we wish most sincerely that it may be productive of a sood acfom 
modation. ■ It is needless for us to add to what we have said in our last on +Th b 
necj^ity o£ tout retoi^ to the Coast as soon as possible. We are sensible it 
would be difficult if not impossible for you to come away without tim 
ance of Admiral Watson, but we imagine nothing but the most absolnfp 
sity will determine him to lay the rains in the river. ® neces- 

Admiral Pooook remained at Vizagapatam until the 5th instant whpn 
having received no orders from Mr. Watson, he sailed for this place and ano),S 
here the 21st. Buss,^ army being very near to VissgaUmX ptrin^ 
cial Chief applied to Mr. Pocock for sixty men of the detachment he had on 
hoard of Company’s troops, which number was accordingly landed and 
maining 70 we had received on shore here. Mr. Pocock seeing by your letter 
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to us, that it was Mr. Watson’s desire he should proceed to Oulpee, has resolved 
to sail for that place in two or three days, hut we shall detain the men that are 
lauded here ; you are acquainted by our, last letter of our necessities, and of 
the reinforcement arrived at Pondicheny, to which is to he added the loss of 
nearly 100 sailors, which will go on hoard the Qimherland. We judge besides 
that the Bombay detachment must undoubtedly have joined you by this time. 
Your answer to the demands made to you by the Select Committee of Bengal, 
in their letter of the ISth January, meets with our entire approbation. 

We are Sir, 

Pout St. George, Tour most obedient servants, 

SSlh Fehniary IT 57. ) GEORGE PIGOT, &o., Committee. 


To tlio Hox’ble Geobge Pigot, Esq., &c.. Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Fort 

St. George. 

Honourarle Sir and Sirs, — I had but just time to write you a very 
short letter by the Success Galley after our attack on the Nabob’s camp. The 
JDelawar has since sailed for England, and as my advices to the Secret Com- 
mittee by that ship and the Syren Sloop, who sailed some days before, were 
very full and reached as low as the 22nd February, I take the liberty to refer 
to them for a particular account of occurrences till that time ; for want of assis- 
tants to draw out fresh copies, I am obbged to transmit to you my duplicates 
for England open for your perusal, and request you will afterwards forward 
them by the Walpole. 

By the conclusion of these advices, you will observe that I had reason to 
think that all military operations were at an end in this Province, and that we 
might return to the Coast, leaving a suitable Force for the defence of the Com- 
pany’s Estate here. Accordingly the 24th February, I addressed Admiral 
Watson on the subject, copy of which letter and his letter are inclosed. 
Though the large ships were intended to remain here ’till September, I hoped to 
prevail on him to let the King’s troops proceed on the twenty gun ship and sloop, 
and as soon as I saw the execution of the Nabob’s engagements in some forward- 
ness, I intended to have forwarded with the Grenadier Company, half the train 
and half the seapoys embarked on the Marlborough and Protector. 

Fresh difficulties have been daily started about the neutrality with the French, 
which has obliged it to remain unconcluded to this time. However, the Articles 
were at last drawn up by the Committee and sent to Admiral Watson for his 
approval, and it was expected that every thing would have been concluded 
to-day, but in a letter just now received from the Admiral he refuses to agree to 
any neutrality ’till the articles return ratified from Pondioheriy, which I 
imagine will put a stop to the whole negociatin, and make us think of other 
measures for settling the aifairs of this Province. 

It is some time since we have had letters from the Nabob or even from Mr. 
Watts who attends the Darbar, which leaves me at a loss how far the articles 
of the Treaty have been fulfilled. As I had last night the pleasure of hearing 
that the Momoodah has already arrived in the river, and that the Pevenge 
and Orixa with the French prize taken on the Malabar Coast were at Ballasore, 
I shall always be able to force a compliance from the Nabob, should there be a 
necessity for it. My concern is that by this uncertainty of his ready perfor- 
mance of all the articles, I can take no measures for the immediate return of 
part of the troops to the Coast though the season is so far advanced. A few 
days I think must set the afiair in a clear light, and I hope time enough will be 
left me in this monsoon to dispatch to you whatever men can possibly be spared 
from hence. Should my hopes of a passage by sea be frustrated, I apprehend 
a march from Ballasore to Vizagapatam might be effected. In my present 
situation I can only assure you that I am perfectly sensible of the necessity of 
our speedy return, and that whatever is practicable with prudence shall not be 
unattempted on my part. 

I have had occasion to make several promotions among the military of 
which a list is inclosed, and I flatter myself they will meet with your approval 
and confirmation. Captain Maskelyne and lieutenant Brooke being in an ill 
state of health, have leave return to the Coast on this ship. 
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Enclosed are tlie Paymaster’s accounts for January, also one Bill of Ex* 
change on the Paymaster for tho King’s Regiment at Port St, George for A. 
B8,500 advanced to Captain Nicholas Weller fpr subsistence to tho Kings 

troops on this expedition. • ' « 

The'seapoys being desirous of remitting some money for thc.maimcnanco 
of their families on the Coast, I have given bills on tho President and Council 
of Port St. George for A. E6,945 in favor of Purbud Sing of Port St. David, 
and three Havildars with two seapoys now take passage on the Walpole to sec 
the right distribution of it. 

As I brought none of the Husbulhookums with the Phirmaund, I must 
recommend that some of the copies authenticated by the Codjee be immediately 
forwarded to the gentlemen here; particularly of those which relate to this 
Subah, and duplicates .of them nill bo necessary for fear of miscarriage. It 
is not improbable but some difficulties will arise for a want of them about the 
villages to be deUvered over to us, as they are not particularized in the Phir- 
inaund. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, 
Hon’ble Sib & Sms, 

Camp opposite Babnagul, 1 “lost obedient and humble Servant, 

Sfd March 17B7. I ROBERT CLIVE. 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., &o., Memhers o£ the Select Committee at IMndras. 

Gentlemen, — We have received your letter of the instant per Sal/f/ 
and Betsey Schooner. The seapoys and gunpowder are landed, for which supply 
we return you thanks. 

In our last letter we advised you that we were upon the point of conclud- 
ing a , neutrality with the Prench, since which things have taken a different 
turn, and the Admiral having refused his assent to the neutrality, Chanderna"orc 
was attacked by land and water. We have the pleasure to advise you that^the 
Port surrendered on the 23rd instant, and 'is now in our possession. As the 
consequence of this capture may be an attempt upon our settlement bv tlie 
Prench as soon as the squadron leaves the river, we are to desire you will 
request Mr. Brohier to set out for Bengal immediately, and give his dncctions 
for such works as he may judge necessary to be executed to put the settlement 
in a proper posture of defence against an European enemy. 

■ As soon as we can procure an exact return of military stores in "arrisou 
we shall transmit it to you. In the meantime we bog you will send us as* Jarf^e 
supplies of every kind as you can spare, being very deficient here in almost 
every article, particularly gunpowder, spare muskets, hand grenadoes mortars 
and shells. ’ 

We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient and humble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Juniok. 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

JAMES KILLPATRICK. 

RICHARD BEOHER. 


Post William, \ 
The 26th March 1757 • ) 


. To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., &c., Gentlemeu of the Select Committee, Madras. 

Gentlemen, — Since my dispatch of the 3rd instant I nm -..i 

your letters of the 21st and 28th Pehruary with the duplicates and 

per the Ships Bally and Betsey Schoonerf ‘^‘ipiicates and triplicates 

I acquainted you that the neutrality with the Prench was not likelv to be 
concluded. I continued encamped on the same ground and ! 

received a letter from the.Naboh, desiring me to jofn S ata?aS the 
the vaa oI whose arw sw attempting an irruption into his ?rotinee 
mgly I began my march the next morning,, and thinking it a eonreSent oppSl 



11 


tunity to prorail on him to suCFer us to take Cliandernagorej I wrote him word 
of our having endeavored to conclude a neutrality with the I’rench, but that 
the Directors and Council were not invested with proper powers for that purpose ; 
that Avhilst we were engaged at a distanccj assisting him against his enemies, 
the French, joined by Mr. Bussy, might make an attempt on Calcutta ; and. that 
therefore I should wait off Chandernagorc in hopes of receiving his leave to at- 
tack it. Accordingly the 11th I encamped at the back of it within a mile of the 
Fort, and the 12th the Admiral receiving a letter from the Nabob, the purport 
of Avhich was, that we might act as we pleased with respect to the French, and 
having intelligence at the same time that the troops he had sent to their assis- 
tance were withdrawn, I summoned the place to surrender that night, but re- 
ceived no answer. The next morning I attacked their western battery which 
they defended very briskly the whole day, but at night abandoned it. A de- 
tachment I sent about noon to the southward, took post in a garden near the 
Fort, and within some of their batteries. The loss they had sustained at the 
western battery, and the ajjprehensions of their retreat being cut off by our 
detachment, made them likewise desert that night all the works to the south- 
ward, among the rest a strong half moon on the river side mounting heavy 
mettle, and a battery of 3 guns playing dowm the Channel, both which must 
have annoyed our ships greatly in their passage up. The batteries to the 
northward were, all quitted at the same time. 

On the 19th the King’s ships got to the Prussian garden about a mile from 
the Fort, but it was the 23rd before they attempted to pass the vessels which 
had been sunk by the enemy opposite to the half moon. They weighed at day- 
break, and in less than an hour were abreast of the Fort. A 13 inch mortar 
of ours with several Cochoms and Royals had played incessantly the whole night, 
and when the ships weighed avc opened two batteries very near the walls, one 
of 4 pieces of cannon, the other of 3, all four and twenty pounders, and kept a 
continual discharge of musketry from the adjacent houses. In short, the fire 
from the ships and the shorc was so great that they capitulated in three hours. 
Copy of the terms granted them is inclosed. You will observe the surrender is 
made to Admiral IVatson, but common report will be just in publishing how 
great a share the land forces had in this conquest. 

There were about 600 Europeans in the Fort, 250 seapoys and 400 topasses, 
mustize, &c., bearing arms. Of the Europeans about 125 have given their parole 
of honor, 300 sick and well are prisoners, and the rest w’ere either lulled in the 
siege, or made their escape. 

I cannot at present give you an account to what value has been taken. 
The French Company had no great stock of merchandize remaining, having sold 
off most of their imports, and even their investment for Europe, to pay off in 
part the large debts they had contracted. With respect to the Artillery and 
ammunition we found, I cannot as yet transmit you the Inventory, but they 
were not indifferently furnished. There is lilcewise a very fine Marine Arsenal 
w'ell stocked. In short, nothing could have happened more seasonable for the 
expeditious re-cstablishment of Calcutta than the reduction of Chandernagorc. 
It was certainly a large, rich and thriving colony, and the loss of it is an unex- 
pressable blow to the French Company. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Nabob has wrote me a letter 
of congratulation on our success; and that this enterprise, so far from enraging 
him, has served to attach him more firmly to us. T am now using all my 
endeavours to prevail on him to deliver up or suffer us to seize the French 
and their property at all their out settlements, in order effectually to root them 
out of this province, if possible. 

I should before have mentioned that during the siege I received letters 
from the Nabob acquainting me that he had .accommodated matters with 
Achmed Shaw, the Affghan, and therefore desiring we would stop our march as 
he had • no further occasion for our assistance. He has fulfilled most of the 
Articles of the Treaty made with us. The three lack of rupees are already paid 
and goods and money to a considerable amount delivered up to us at our several 
subordinates, and I make little doubt but that all his engagements will be 
duly executed. On the whole, I may afiBrm to you that the Company’s affairs 
in this Province wear a very prosperous face. 

0 
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By the Betsey Schooner, who called at Bandarmalaiika, wc have infornia- 
tion that Monsieur Bussy had lost 200 Europeans, besides many ISlaeks in fak- 
ing some Rajah’s Eort in that neighbourhood. _ If this nows he tiaio, ho Avill 
find it difficult enough to maintain himself in Golcondali without detaching 
either to the northward or the southward. r , -f. 

The season now is so very far adA'anced that the A'oyagc to Madras, if to 
he effected at all, must he long and painful to the troops. I tlioreforo tliink it 
inost advisable to remain with them till August, by which time all matters may 
be completely finished in this Kingdom, and I may then return to you -witli 
a considerable body of men. 

Inclosed is a journal of military operations, Avith a return of all the forces 
under my command. You Avill obsciwc I have been joined not only by the 
ilombay detachment, but by the four companies of sf;aj)oys from the Jivlsey 
and Sally, and the King’s troops from the Gtmherlmd. 

As we have been a good deal unsettled of late, what with marching and 
the siege and some of my assistants have been indisposed, I must defer send- 
ing my Eebruary Rolls and Accounts. They shall be forwarded overland with 
those of March. I propose in a few days striking off all batta, and retrenching 
every article of expense I possibly can. 

The King Fisher Sloop is on her dispatch to Europe, by Avhom I am about 
to acquaint the Secret Committee of our success, and the happy situation of 
their affairs in Bengal. 

I have the honor to be, Avifh groat respect, 
Gentleaikx, 

Camp near Chandehnagore, ' Tour most obedient and most humble seiwant, 
80th March 1757. } ROBERT CLIVE. 


Ld,i 767 . The Grenadier Company and Captain Gnapp’s Company were ordered to 
embark for the Coast. 

of those two comiianics Avorc countor- 


tth 


ith 


3th 


2th 


3th 


The orders for the embarkation of those tAVO 
manded, and this evening they returned to Canip. 

Lieutenant Molitur Avith 8 sergeants, 8 corporals, 2 drums, and 53 privates 
besides 43 to passes, in all 114, arrived at Camp from Bombav. 

The Army marched six miles to the northward and continued to raarcli 
except a half on tlie 11th at the French gardens. 

Captain Buchannan with 11 sergeants, 11 corporals, 3 drums, and G1 iiri- 
vates, besides 28 topasses, from Bombay, joined the troops at Camp. 

The Army marched and encamped about two miles to the west of Chan- 
dernagore, same day the sailors belonging to the Marlborovg and doin^r duty, 
in our train of artillery were ordered to return on board. “ 

At night the Company’s Grenadiers were sent to join the picquet with 
orders to take possession of the French bounds, and to annoy and alarm the 

enemy at their out batteries, which accordingly they did, and took possession 

of a battery, to the north-west of Chandernagore Fort, Avhich was abandoned 
by the .French,. 

tth,i757 Captain (Lieutenant) Edjerton with four sergeants, four corporals one 
drum, nine privates and 24 topasses from Bombay arrived at Camp ^ ’ 

At 6 o’clock this morning the declaration of War with France was vend 
Camp. Immediately after Major Killpatrick with half the troops aa^s ordered to 
advance to the post which the Grenadiers had taken possession of tlie 
before in sight of ‘this battery ; and within a hundred yards of the north Avest 
tation of the Port was another, from whioh the enemy Jlayed dow^nn oTOme 
wia two field pieces and musketry, but did little execution on account 
of the too great distance. Soon alter some seapoys were ordered to advinPP 
under cover on each side the avenue with an intention of flankinc. the 
battery, the King’s and Company’s Grenadiers followed to sustain thin oHL 
ceiving our people approach they began a smart fire, notwithstandino- Ave ffained 
ground, and took possession of some houses within fifty vards A 
was W „p mr both sidea for a condd^hle timof &,^tho enZr lort 

several men, one sergeant and four Europeans we found dead and bnriPrl flii 
Captain Sin was ordered with two. hundred Europeans and some Companies if 
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sdapoys to reconnoitre the batteries to the westward and southward of the Town, 
(though we had no particular information of the enemy’s situation that could 
be depended on, we had been told that they had fortified all the avenues of the 
town which lead to the JPort), and if possible to take possession of them, but on 
a nearer approach they were found too well maintained to be directly stormed, 
so, by the direction of a guide sent him, he marched to the, southward, having 
one volunteer wounded, and about 6 o'clock in the evening lodged himself in 
the Prussian gardens close to the river side, here when the enemy perceived 
him, they began a cannonaderaent from a half moon battery 900 yards south- 
ward of the Port, which continued (without doing any execution) till dark. 

The attack on the north-west battery continued likewise till dark, during 
which time the enemy’s volunteers and other Europeans sallied out on an ad- 
vanced party of the King’s Grenadiers, wlio soon repulsed them with consider- 
ahle loss ; on our side was only two Grenadiers wounded, and Mr. Took, a volun- 
teer, received a shot through his body, of which he soon after died. . We had 
besides several seapoys killed and wounded in this skirmish. 

At night a detachment of the troops were left to maintain the post we got i 
possession of, and the rest returned to Camp. 

At day-break we found the enemy had spiked up their guns, abandoned all 
their out-works, and retired to the Port; upon which Ave took possession of 
them and invested the place by occupying all the houses within a hundred yards 
of the Port, and the same evening began to bombard the place from five small 
mortars and a Cochorn. 

This evening the 13-inch mortar began to play upon the Port, and several K 
small parties by way of alerts advanced under the walls to keep the enemy , 
constantly awake; from this time to the 20th we were employed, whilst the 
ships were moving up, in erecting one 6 gun Battery of 24 pounders, and 
one of 3 of tlie same calibre, bombarding the Port at the same time, and keeping 
up a constant fire of musketry all round the place from the tops of the houses. 

The ships came to an anchor off the Prussian gardens a mile and a half 
distant from the Fort, Avhile they sent up boats to sound the pasasage, where the 
enemy had sunk some vessels to prevent their approach. This day 200 seapoys 
an’ived here from Madras. 

We had now completed our two Batteries, one of which was within a 2S 
hundred and the other a hundred and eighty yards of the south-east bastion ; 
the 3 gun battery was designed to pl.ny on a mud one of theirs close under the 
walls of the Port and tlie southern flank of the nortli-east bastion, which could 
chiefly annoy the ships Avhilst coming up to the attack; our three gun battery 
had been one of theirs Avliich we liad reversed. 

The enemy having discovered where Ave were erecting our five gun battery, 
and seeing guns mounted on the other, kept a warm fire on both, by which 
they knocked down many adjacent houses, and by the fall of a verandah two 
Artillery ofliccvs and tAVo Matrosses were wounded, and some lascars and coolies 
buried in the ruins. 

Upon finding that the enemy attempted to dismount the guns of our 
nearest battery, we immediately tlirew in a number of sand bags into the em- 
brazures, and kept such a fire of musketry from behind them that the guns of 
the south-east bastion could no longer play on our battery. At night we 
completed our batteries, and ready to open them on the ships moving up. At 
6 in the evening the King’s troops embarked on board the Squadron. 

Before daylight all the troops were ordered to the Batteries, and took 28 
possession of all houses that overlooked the bastion of the Port. 

At 6 o’clock ‘Ave perceived the ships under way, and as soon as they came 
within reach of the enemy’s guns we opened both our batteries and began an 
incessant .fire of musketry from all quarters, as well as from a field piece, and a 
howitzer ; this made it very difficult for them to stand to their guns, especially, 
at the mud battery on the water side, from which the ships expected the 

greatest mischief. . i. i i- 

About a quarter before seven the Tyger Avho led came to her station 
opposite to the eastern face of the north-east bastion, and .the J^ent soon after, 
opposite to the eastern face of the south-east bastion. The SaUsburij followed. 
Prom this time till a quarter before 9 o’clock the attack continued with the 
greatest vigor on all sides, when the enemy’s defences being almost ruined, as 

c 2 . 
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wdl by tbe’fire from tlic sliips as tbe Batteries, on sliorc, pavtionlnrlj ilic sal- 
lient angle of the south-east bastion, Avhich 'wasiu a manner entirely destroy C(l 
by our five gun Battery, and an appearance of a breach in the easfern fiices oi 
. both the northern and southern bastions the Ifrench hung put a llag of 
Truce, surrendered the Fort and themselves prisoners of ivar, which the Jving s 
troops landed and took possession of. ^ 

24th March 1767 Lieutenant Corneille with the detachment of tlic King’s troops from the. 
GUmberland arrived at Ohanclevnagovc. 

We removed our Camp a mile to the northward of Ciuindcrnagorc. 

25th. Lieutenant Corneille with his party pined us. 


Articles of 
Gapitulstion at 
Chandernagore. 


Traiti de capitulation du Fori d*0)ddans de Ghaudernagnre^ fait cuire 
Monsieur Wafson, Vice Amiral de Vesoadre hlene de m MnjeAd JJritan- 
nique et Monsieur Senault, Mrecteur General ponr la Gompayme des 
hides de France, et de Messieurs les Comeilleurs du Cornell. ' 


\ Article 1. 

Tons les ddserteurs auront la vie sauve. 


Article 2. 

Tons lea officiers de cette garnisou seront prisnnniers sur lour parole 
d’houneur, etilleur sera libre d’emporter avcceustout cc qui hmr appavticut, et 
ils pourront se retirer oii bon leur serablcra, en promettant do nc jias servir 
centre Sa Majestd Britannique pendant quo la prdseulc guerre durera. 


Article 3. 

Les soldats de la garnison seront prisonniers de guerre taut quo la prd- 
sente guerre durera et lors de la Paix qui seroit faifco entre Ic lloy do France 
et le lloy d’Angleterre, ils seront renvoyds h Pondicherry ; jn.squ’A ce ferns lit 
ils seront nourris et entretenus aiix ddpens dc la Compagnio d’Anglcferro. 

Article 4. 

Les cipayes de la garnison ne seront Prisonniers de Guerre; il Jeiir sera 
permis au contraire de s’eu retouruer de la c6te dans leur pais. 


Article 6. 

^ L’Etat Major et I’dquipage du vaisseau d’Europe de la ComnanTiiP 
Go«?c»#,sera renvoydaPondicheiTy par le premier vaisseau AJ-fois ouT 
partira pour la edte. ® 

I 

Article 6. 

Les E. R. P. P. Jdsuites Fran9oi8 auront le libre exercise de la Belia*ion 
Cattoliqua dara la majaon qm Imr a 6ti assignde lors de la ddruolition d” toi? 
Eghse ; les omemens. 1 aigenten^ et teat ce qai ebt a Vmage de l’E»S~ iZl 
sera remis, amsi que tout ce qux leur appartient. leur 

Article 7, 

Tons les habitants de quelle condition et qualitd ou’ils i -r, 

pdeas qae Mestte. A^dnleas, Chrdtieas Noirs^Geatils? Maumi, eUaS s™at 
mis en possession de leurs maisons, et gqneralement de tout ee 
leur appartenir, taut dans le Fort que dans la eolonie. ' se trouvera 

* i 

1 * ' 

Article 8. 

Les comptoirs de Cassembuzar, de Dacca, de Patna, de JonD>d;/.p of ;io 
Balagor resteront sous le commaudement des chefs qui les dirigentr ’ ^ 
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Article 9. 

t 

Les Directeurs, OonseilleurSj et employes aiiront la liberty de se retirer, ob 
bon leur semblera, avec leurs bardes efc linge. 

.An Tort d’Orleans de Cbandernagore le vingt trois Mars, mille sept cent 
cinquaute sept. 

P.'EENAULT. 

Men. EOUENIER. 

T. OAILLOT. 

La. POETEEIE. ' 

E. NICOLAS. 

PIOQUB. 

Reponso E.aite p.iv I’AsttRAi. TVatsom an nom de la^Tajeste Britannique aux Propositions faites par 
le Gouvernenr et Conseil des Affaires de la Coinpagnie de Prjince et Coriseil d Chandernagore. 

Article 1 ° — De reiuettre absolutement les deserteurs. 

Article 5° — L’Aniiral y consent. 

Article 5“ — L*Amiral y consent egalement avec cette difference seule- 
ment qn’an lieu d’envoyer les soldats 3, Pondicbery ils seront envoy^s Madras 
on en Angleterro suivant que TAmiral le jugera k propos par la suite et que 
les etrangers qui ne sent point franpois de nation et qui voudrons prendre 
partie dans le service anglois en auront la liberte. 

4“—L’Amiral y consent. 

Article 5“ — ^Les olBciers et les gens du vaisseau d’Europe seront sur le 
m^me pied que les soldats pour 4tre envoy^s si t6t qu’il se pourra h Madras oil 
en Angleterrol 

Article 6° — L’Amiral ne pent consentir qu’aucun Europden reside icy, 
mais que les Jdsuites fran 9 ois aillent a Pondicbery avec tons les ornemens de 
leur Eglise, on en quel endroit il leur plaira. 

Article T — A I’egard de cet Article, laiss^ £b PAmiral qui rendra justice. 

Article S' — A 4tre arrange entre le Nabob et TAmiral Watson. 

Article 9” — L’Amiral y consent. 

L’Amiral attend une reponse 5, trois beures de Paprbs midi et que les forces 
Britanniques puissent prendre possession du Port 5, quatre. 


Les propositions cy-dessus mentionn^es ont 6te accept^es par le Conseil, en 
consequence dequelles nous avons remis la Eorteresse de Cbandernagore k 
Moiisr.rAmiral Watson. 

Fait au dit lieu de Cbandernagore, vingt troizibme Mars 1757. 

EENADLT, &o. 


Gentlemen, — I have received your favours of the 24tb and 28tb February 
by the Cumberland, who arrived in Balasore Eoad tbe 7tb instant. 

I am much obliged to you Gentlemen, for your congratulations on tbe 
success of His Majesty’s Squadron, wliicb I hope will in some degree be tbe 
means of establishing the Company in this Province on betcer terms than ever 
they yet have had. The present circumstances of the Nabob makes it appear 
very probable that he will be greatly attached to the interest of the English ; 

■ at least thus far may be depended on, so long as our troops can* be of use to 
him no doubt but we may be assured of his friendship and good offices. Tbe 
alarm he has lately bad from the Affghans who is said have taken the Mogul 
prisoner,' and are marching towards these provinces, has made him apply for 
. the assistance of our troops, which he has been promised, provided he will 
grant his consent to our attacking the French, which some times ago, when it 
was resolved it should be undertaken, he signified bis dislike of such proceed- 
ings, and was determined to join with the French against us. However now 
he wants our assistance, his protection of our enemy s begins to decline,^ and 
by all that can be learnt from him be seems inolineable to favor tbe expedition, 
which is so fair an opening that the neutrality which has been long debated 
upon here, is now no longer talked of; but this day I have received an appli- 

. D 
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cation fi’om the Committee to assist with the squadron in endeavouring to talrc 
and reduce Ohandernagore, which service I shall readily undertake tlic moment 
the pilots will move the large ships which I expect will be the day after to 
morrow. The Colonel is already near Chandernagore with the view of liar- 
rassing the enemy, and driving away all their coolies which will I suppose in 
some measure distress them. 

In your letter of the 21st February you seem to place some dependence on 
the directions you have sent to Colonel Olive to return to the Coast before the 
season is too late with as many troops as can he spared from the defence or 
Calcutta, and also in the request you have made to me to provide for the se- 
curity of their passage. 

You must be. sensible from the present situation of affairs in this Pro- 
vince, it is utterly impossible to part with a man ; but if that was not the ca'^o, 
it is already too late for the squadron to get out of the river this season, and 
as I find I am under a necessity of remaining here now till August or Septem- ' 
her, I have thought it necessary, in order to get to Bombay as soon as j)ossible, 
when I leave this place, to send Captain James of the JHecenge to ^ladras to- 
gether with a sketch for all the provisions and stores lodged there for the use 
of the squadron, and I must desire you'll give Captain James all the assistance 
you possibly can in shipping them off. 


I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
CHARLES WATSON. 


“ Kent*’ off Fort William, 
ISth March 1757. 


Ho. 1« F. n,— 3-3-92.- EOO. , 



Colonel Clive to Cota Wazeed. 

•V. 

I Lave received LotL your letters, and I do assure you, I look upon you as 

Letter from Colonel Clive to Coja Wnzeed. t, S^d friend and Well-wisher tO the 

Linglisu, and sLall always be glad of an 
opportunity of doing you all the service in my power. 


It was with great concern I heard of your losses at Hughly, which I know 
must he very considerable, hut I do assure you what was done there was not 
. meant against you, hut against the City of Hughly in revenge for the ruin of 
Calcutta. You know very well with ‘what barbarous circumstances the de- 
struction of that place was attended with, and it was resolved before we left 
Chinapatnam, that that City should fall a sacrifice. 


The letter you mention to have wrote to Major KiUpatrick neither he or I 
have seen, so believe it must have miscarried. 


Yott have doubtless heard of what we have done on the Coast of Choro- 
mandel, what numerous and powerful Forces we have always had to encounter, 
and yet we have been constantly successful, which will lead you to consider of 
the fatal consequences that may attend a War in this Country, especially if the 
Nabob of Cuttack, the Mahrattas, or any other enemy should join us agaimst 
the Nabob, which it will be in his power to prevent by listening to our pro- 
posals, which I inclose for your perusal, and I hope you will use your interest 
to induce the Nabob to comply with them, and bring this matter to a happy 
conclusion. And the Nabob shall find the English his friends (instead of his 
enemies), ready to join him and fight for him against all the disturbers of 
his country.. I cannot upon many accounts approve the intervention of the 
French in these affairs. Your integrity and friendship I can rely on, and I 
beg that you and the Seats wiU be Mediators between the Nabob and us. 


Proposals. 


1st . — That the Nabob cause satisfaction to be made to the Company, to 
T, , . o • TV- • .. the English and all other Inhabitants 

Proposals sent by Col, OUve to Coir uftiecd. j .P* a a* u n ai i 

under their protection, for all the losses 
they have sustained by the Captures of Calcutta, Cassimbazar, and other out 
settiements. That he cause restitution to be made of all goods, effects, mer- 
chandize, seized at the different aurunges. 

3nd . — ^That he put the Company in full possession of all the countrys, 
villages, priviledges, granted them by the Royal Phirmaund. 

3rd . — ^That he suffer the English to secure and fortify themselves in their 
own possession in such maimer as not to be. liable to the like misfortunes in 
future. • 


4th . — That he suffer the Company to erect a Mint at Calcutta endowed 
■vrtth same priviledges as the Mint of Chinapatam and Bombay. 

■ Seponse de Coja Wajit aux Messieurs du Conseil de Chandemagore : Scavoir ; 

On demande en gdndral que les propositions de paix faites par Messieurs 

le Comitd Secret soient mises en persan, 
Coja wazeed s answer t ereto. signees ou du moins scellees du Sceau 

dn Comit6 Secret, a fin que le Nabab puisse lui-m^me voir et examiner ces 
propositions, et y faire r^ponse, en les scellant aussi de son sceau, ce qui rendra 
plus autentiques les Paroles de part et d’autre. 

Coja Wazit croit qu’il n’y aura point de difficultd pour le 1“ Article. 

II demande qu’on determine les dedomageurs qu’on pretend, si on veut 
rendre le Nabab responsable du pillage de Calcutta fait par ses troupes. II 
lui paroit que si Messrs, du Comite Secret veulent sinedrement la paix, ils ne 
peuvent raisonablement exiger et reclamer que les dommages conformement a 
rinventaire qui a dtd dressd. 

Pour la libertd de se fortifier, Coja Wazit pense que cette article pourroit 
etre accordde tel qtt’U est demandd. 

890 F D. 
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Quant ^ la monnaye, que la Nation anglaise n’ayant jamais eu co privilijgo, 
au Beno-al, il .n’y a pas bonne grace a le demander. Qu’au surplus, le Nabab 
nepeut\ccorderiin droit quiddpenddu Roy Mogolct qui fcroit tort d’aillcurs 
a la monnaye de ca Prince. 


To Hobeiit Cmvk, Esq. 

Sib,, — Our letter to the Select Committee of Port St. George under date 

Letter from the Select Committee at licngnl to tllO Instant Will inform yoU of OUr SODtl* 
Clive. ments upon the extraordinary conduct of 

those Gentlemen in respection to the expedition they have set on foot for the 
recovery of the Honorable Company’s Settlements, Estates, Rights and pri- 
viledges in these Provinces. Since the dispatch of those advices wo have pro- 
cured a copy with a perusal of your instructions ; Copy of which we think 
should have been transmitted to us from the Committee. 


Por the reasons given in that letter supported by a Commission received 
from the Honorable Company this season (to the tenor of w'hich we think 
their conduct diametrically opposite), we think it our duty to require us as 
follows. 


That you recede from the independent Powers given you by the Com- 
mittee of Port St. George as Oommander-in-Ohief of their* land Porccs, and 
subject yourself to the orders of this Presidency. 

That you strictly comply with and follow whatever plans of Military 
Operations the Select Committee of Port 'William may judge proper to point 
out, and that you do not think of making any Treaty of Peace or accommoda- 
tion with the Subah without their concurrence and approbation. 

That you remain in Bengal with the Troops under your command till 
Honorable and advantageous terms can be obtained from the Subah, and that 
when circumstances will admit of your leaving us, the number of men 
necessary for our defence be submitted to our determination, in which we shall 
give due attention to the Exigences of the Gentlemen at Port St. George. 

We are further of opinion that your Muster Rolls, "Pictuallers, Paymasters 
and Commissaries accounts should be laid before our Committee of Accounts 
to be inspected and passed agreeable to the Honorable Company’s directions. 

We must likewise demand the attested copies of the Phirmaund and 
the orders to the Subahs, and other officers to comply with the tenor 
of grants, and in the last place we think it necessary to require that such nart 
of the Military Stores as are not immediately wanted in the Camp with the 
cash consigned singly to you, be submitted to our directions. ^ ’ 

These, Sir, are the demands we think it our duty to make, and hope to find 
you (upon mature consideration) inclineable to comply with them ^ But if 
contrary to our expectation (and we think in violation of our rights) you are 
determined to abide by the Independant powers given you by the“Select Com- 
mittee of Port St. George, ^ 


We must not only represent to our Honorable Masters such a refusal on 
your part as an infringment of the authority they have invested in us but must 
exculpate ourselves from any bad consequences attending it. bv 
against you and the said Select Committee. ® J V otesung 


We are. Sir, 


POBT WlLlilAM, ") 

Tour most Obet. humble Servants, 

WILLIAM Watts. 

- J. L. HOLWELL. 
ROGER DRAKE, Junr. 
RICHARD BECHER. 

The 18“ January 1767.) 
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To — The Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Sengal. 

Gentlemen, 

Letter from Col. Clive to the Select Committee nt I liaVG received your letter wMch yOU 

were pleased to send me under date the 
18“* and flattered myself your sentiments so fully expressed in the letter to the 
Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Fort St. George would have been 
deemed sufficient without calling upon me to surrender an authority you are' 
sensible I cannot do but to those who entrusted me with it. 

What I have had the honor to represent to the Board, I now take an op- 
portunity of repeating in writing, that I do not intend to make use of my power 
for acting separately from you without you reduce me to the necessity of so 
doing, but as far as concerns the means of executing those powers you will excuse 
me, Gentlemen, if I refuse to give them up. I cannot do it without forfeiting 
the trust reposed in me by the Select Committee of Fort St. George. 

It does not become me as an individual to give my opinion, whether the 
conduct of the Gentlemen of Fort St. George has been faulty or not ; that 
point must be determined' by our superiors, to wliorh a particular account of 
their proceedings has been transmitted. 

I have but one interest, which is that of the Company, and as long as that 
is kept in view, I do assure you Gentlemen, you shall always find me ready to 
follow your instructions. 

All accounts relative to the Madras Detachment agreeable to the Com- 
mittee’s directions are to be passed by me ; copies of all such accounts with the 
list of stores, &c., I shall do myself the pleasure of sending you in a few days, 
and if you will supply me with an assistant, I will deliver you copies of the 
attested copies of the Phirmamd and the order to the Subahs and other Officers 
to comply with the tenor of those grants, and at my departure from hence the 
original shall be delivered you likewise. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Camp, Tour most obedt. humble Servant, 

The 50“ January 1757. ) (Sd.) KOBERT OLIVE. 


To Gborqe Pigot Esq^ 

Deak Sie, — Since I wrote I have received a letter from the Nabob in 
^ „ answer to one I wrote him from Fulta. 

Lvtter£romAdm.niiWateon. Ido losed are copys of what has passed 

between us. I am just finishing my Europe letters, and can now only say I 
received two days ago letters from the Secret Committee of the 2"® and 11“* 
December 1766. 

You will in some measure be able to judge from the substance of the 
Nabob’s letter what we have to depend upon. 

1 am, dear Sir, 


" BIent,” 

. 31" January 1757. 


} 


Tour most obed* humble Servant, 
(Sd.) OHAELES WATSON. 


P.S.—l inclose you also Capt“ King’s account of the attack of Hughly, 
he goes home with my dispatches. 


To the Honorable Roger Drake, Esq., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

Fort William; 


Gentlemen, — By a letter from 

Letter to tba Select Committee at Bengal. 


Colonel Clive dated the 6th February, we 
have had the pleasure to hear of the suc- 
cess of his attack on the Nabob’s camp. 



We hope that the good effect of this blow was very soon after 

iunction of the Bombay Detachmonfc and that upon the (r) you have been c - 

ahlcd to obtain reasonable terms of, accommodation. 

• His Maiesty’s Ship Oumberland arrived here the 21st Vizaga- 

Mr! Pooook waited there for Mr. Watsoa'e ordera until the 5tli metant, 
at which time the PrenoH army under command of Mr. Bus.?y wae so to 
that settlement that the Prorisional OhieE thousht necessary to aprJy to Mr. 
Pocock for 60 of the detachment of the Company s troops on hoard the Onm- 
berland, which were accordingly landed. The other 70 wc shall dc.am here, for 
as the seamen left here by the squadron in number near one hundred will he 
embarked on the Cumberland, om necessity’s for men described m our last 
letter are become the more pressing, and you will he suffioicntly reinforced by 

the Bombay Detachment. ^ ^ . 

' Wo arc Gentlemen, 


Port St George ; 
The S8th February 1757 


.1 


Your most ohdt. humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, etc., 

Committee. 


To Robkht Cuvb, Esq. 

giB,j_We received with the highest , satisfaction your letter of the 8th 
’ January, your success has indeed been 

To Robert ciivo, Esq. greater than could he expected consider* 

ing the disappointments you met with. 

You have no doubt been informed of the Cumberland’s putting back to 
Vizagapatam, where by our last advices, (dated the middle of January, she still 
remained, hut we imagine she must have proceeded to Bengal, as she would 
otherwise have appeared here before now. The junction of the detachment 
she had on hoard and the troops which sailed from Bombay the latter end of 
October will, we hope,, have enabled you to give the Nabob such a proof of your 
force as may incline him to hearken to terms of accommodation. 

Eor the necessity of your returning to the coast as soon as possible with 
all the troops that can he spared is urged to us by many calls for assistance. 
M' Bussy is at the head of a French Army in the neighbourhood of our North- 
ern Settlements which are incapable of the least defence. Mahofor Cawon 
appears in open rebellion in the Tinivelly Country, where we have sent 
Capt" Oaillaud to join Usoop Cawn, hut the party he is to carry with him from 
Triohinopoly is so inconsiderable that we cannot flatter ourselves with the 
hopes he will be able to do more than preserve the country in our hands. To 
dispossess them of the Fort of Madura will we fear require a larger force which 
we are unable to spare, for by the arrival of two ships at Pondicherry, the 
numbers of the French must exceed ours, and although we have done our en- 
deavors to prevent hostilities in this province, yet we cannot expect the French 
will remain inactive if they receive any further supplies as it is said they daily 
expect. 

We therefore think it necessary to repeat our former orders that you may 
return here before the season is too late, leaving as many troops as vou iudt'e 
necessary for the defence of Calcutta. ‘ ^ ° 

We hope the Bombay Detachment with the men you found at Bengal 
and seapoys will suffice for this service, and that you will be able to bring back 
nearly the same Force as you carrird with you. ° 

We are embarked on the Ship Sally and the Betsy Schooner four hundred 
seapoys, in whom are included all those who received the bounty money in 
October. ^ 

We send also four hundred harrils of powder. By the inclosed cony of our 
letter to the Gentlemen of the Committee at Bengal you will be acquainted 
with the terms made with the Commanders of those vessels and with rpisnns 
for not immediately sending down an Engineer. ' reasons 
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Wo inclose likewise a copy of our letter to Admiral Watson and are, Sir, 

Your most olied* Servants, 

. Port S’" George; ^ (S^) GEORGE PIGOT, &“ 

21’' Fehrttary 17b7. j Committee. 

To Chahlears Watson*, Esq., 

Sir, — I sliould be wanting in my duty to the Governor and Council of Madras 
T r or * • ITT- * if 1 was not to return you thanks in their 

names for tue emminent service you liave 
rendered the East India Company in this Province, services of such a nature as 
will he remembered as long as there is an India Company subsisting in England. 

The Honorable Peace lately concluded with the Nabob of Bengal ratified 
in the most firm and sacred manner, and the certainty of a neutrality with the 
French guaranteed by him, , will I make no doubt put the Company’s affairs 
upon the surest footing in these parts, and I am persuaded that attention you 
have hitherto bestowed on India in general will induce you not to forget the 
Company’s interest on the coast. It is not impossible. Sir, but the dispatches 
sent by the twenty-gun ship may countermand those lately received at the 
coast, this seems to be the opinion of the President and Committee at Fort St. 
George. It is not unlikely but a French squadron, may already have arrived there, 
in such case I must confess 1 shall be under great concern for the consequences. 
All the Company’s extensive and valuable acquisitions run the risk of being 
taken from them for the want of your squadron, and the large reinforce- 
ment of military sent from the coast for the recovery of the Company’s rights 
and privileges in this kingdom. 

Give me leave therefore in the name of the United East India Company 
to desire the favour of all the assistance you can possibly spare the Gentle- 
men on the Coast of Coromandel. 

3Iy instructions from the President and Committee desire I will apply to 
you for a passage for some of the returning Force, should you therefore think 
proper to send any of the Squadron upon the Coast, give me leave to make this 
application, 

Calcutta; I am. Sir, with the greatest respect, 

T1ie24’'^Fehrvarijm7.i (Sd.) ROBERT CLIYE. 


To CoLOKEi. Clive. 

Sir, — Being in the midst of my dispatches for Europe when I had the favor 

of vour letter of the 24.*'’ instant, and since 

Admiral Walson's answer to Colonel Clive s letter. , • . , ’ x i *1.1 xi x* 

having been taking up with the Deputies 
from Chandemagore, I have been prevented doing myself the pleasure of 
thanking you sooner for the opinion you are pleased to entertain of the services 
His Majesty’s Squadron has been of to the Company’s affairs in this province. 
If my mite has contributed anything to their interest I am well pleased. But 
I cannot think their affairs' here are on so secure a footing yet as to be able to 
part with any of that force brought here for their relief and protection without 
its being attended with very ill consequences to the settlement ; and from the 
opinion of everybody here, I believe they would be in as much danger of being 
driven out again as ever they were, if the 'squadron and troops were to go out 
of the river before every Article of the Peace was fulfilled and their fortifica- 
tions put into a better posture of defence. 

The apprehensions you 'are under for the Company’s settlements oh the 
Coast are so very different from the opinion of the Governor and Council at 


Madras that I cannot help sending you an extract of their letter to me in answer 
to representations I made them relating to their settlement if the whole 


squadron should proceed on this expedition and h French squadron arrive in 
my absence. They say — 

"We are obliged for your representations of our situation here, we have 
" seriously reflected on this subject, we shall leave ourselves "irith a garrison 
" sufficient for our ground, and with the rise of our fortifications cannot say 

SOO T. D. 
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“ tbjit we fear even an enemr powerful as has been represented to us from 
“ Europe.” 

Erom such an opinion founded too after a serious redection on their situ- 
ation I can have no great reason to suppose they have need of any assistance 
from this squadron. However, give me leave to assure you if everything here 
was settled in the manner you represent, there was also a possibility ot getting 
the lart^e ships ready to go out of the river this season, and I thought my ap- 
pearance at Madras would be of service to 'the Company, I would with pleasui o 
proceed there. But considering the time of year and the condition of the 
squadroii.it is now become impossible to get the necessaiy repairs done to 
enable them to proceed to the coast, and the imprudence of such a step (was 
it possible) before the Neutrality was firmly settled with the French would he 
the height of folly, it being so far from a certainty that such a Treaty will 
soon hc'^concliided'thatthe Council of Chandernagore are not invested with 
powers to settle it. 

I believe I shall have occasion to send the twenty gun ship and sloop to 
Madras very soon, if you have any commands to the coast that I can comply 
with, I will 'gladly give their Captains orders accordingly. 

I am, Sir, 


Foet TTiLLmr; 

The 2T^ February 1757. 


Tour most ohdt. humble Servant, 


(Sd.) CHARLES M-ATSON. 


DeA-E Sib,— Having just heard that the Walpole is still in the River, I am 
, . .. T, -1 * in hopes this will reach Tou. Since mv last 

the Oumoerlana is arrived, by whom I re- 
ceived your favour of the 1st Instant. I have already acquainted you of the 
revolution which has happened at Lilly, since which the Nabob writes me, he 
had received advices that the Afghans are marching towards his Provinces, he 
has desired me in the strongest terms to join him, and has offered to pay a lack 
of rupees per month for the maintenance of the Forces, the gentlemen here as 
well as myself are of opinion tho offers are too advantageous to be refused, 
indeed our late Treaty hinds us to assist him, and I nqed not represent that if 
this plunderer gets into the Province, there will be an end to tlie Company’s 
affairs for some time, part of the Nabob’s Army are already marched for Patnah, 
and he himself will leave Miisadavad very soon with the rest. 

I began my march on the 8tli and am close to Chandernagore, the Nabob 
testifies some reluctance at our attacking, this place, however I am in hopes we 
shall uot leave it behind us. The large ships I believe will move up on Monday. 
The arrival of the Bombay Troops with those on the Cumberland and the 
Seapoys coming from the Coast will render our force very considerable, and I 
ho])e all these distiirhauces will he at an end time enough for mo to he with 
you in September, before which I had very little hopes of seeino- Madras had 
nothing of this kind happened. 

Cazimhuzar Factory with a considerable quantity of goods are restored 
and 1 holievo tho rest of the Articles will very soon be complied with the three 
lacks will be paid in a day or two. ’ 

Tho gentlemen of the Committee will excuse my not writing them haviiit.' 
but just time to finish this. “ ‘ ° 

I am, L'‘‘ PiQox, 

Very aff*- friend and Inimhle Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 


C.VMP; 

The ii-‘ Jfarch 1757 


- } 



Letter from Captain .Biiohige. 

To — ^Tlie Honorable Geokgk PigoTj &ca. Gentlemen of tbe Select Committee. 


H ONOItABIiE Silt SlItSj““" 

As the ivories necessary to be raised at Bengal will require that tbe ground 

Dpfiritij: to.carry the boring tools to Bengal and a be tryeid and TVell piled, I lUUSt request 
Master iiricklaycr. yo^ -win grant me the liberty to carry 

with me the boring tools, which were brought out by Bobins for that pur- 
pose and are now at St. David, as also the engine I have made here, for driv- 
ing piles. 

I must request also the favor of carrying with me either Christopher 
Macklin, or John Dyer, European Master Bricklayers, as they are accustomed to 
line out works and will be useful to forward the service there, as I am informed 
the people at Bengal are entirely unacquainted with our method of working. 

*I am. Honorable Sir & Sirs, 


Eout Sr. George; 
The Iff’' May 1757. 


Tour most obed‘ Humble Servant, 
JOHN BROHIEB. 


Agreed that Captain Brohier be provided with the engine for driving 

piles, and that the boring tools he sent up 
Orders ei«n for that purpose. opportunity fi'om Eort St. 

David with John Dyer, the Master Bricklayer there, if he can he spared. 


(Signed) 


'GEORGE BIGOT. 
HENRY POWNET. 

t 

Irobert orme. 


ROBERT BALK. 


To Tbe Honorable George Pigot, Esqr., &ca., Geutlemen of tbe Select Commit- 

tee at Madras. 


Gentlemen — 

« «- 


« 


$ 






The number of Seapoys now appointed to proceed with our troops to the 

southward are as follow : — ^Erom -Madras 
Number of Sepoys to go with ye Army. Boouamalee five hundred, from Caran- 

goly three hundred, and of those with Colonel Eorde three hundred. 

Agred that Jamal Saib, an old and experienced Subidar, do command the 
Jumni Saib to command tbe seapoys on the scapoys upon the expedition, and Ordered 
pedition. ■ that he make ready five hundred of the 

best men, and at the same time examine those that will remain here, and report 
if any of them are unfit for the service. 


(Signed) 


'GEORGE BIGOT. 
HENRY BOWEY. 
IROBERT ORME. 


[ROBERT BALK. 
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Thursday 16th June. 

At a Committee Present: 

George Pigot, Esq”, Governor, President. 

Henry Pownet. , 

Egbert Orme. 

Egbert Pabk. 

■ « « * 


Agreed that letters he wrote 

Tlic Scl Com : ttt Bengal Admiral 
Wiitson and Col. Clive to bo advised. 

of tiio raising of tbc Siege of Triceliy. 

of the loss of ingernm and Bnndaronllca and 
apprebensions ■with regard to Vizagapatatn. 


hy that opportunity to the Gentlemen by the 
Select Committee there, Admiral Watson 
and Colonel Clive, acquainting them of the 
' French having raised the siege of Triche- 
nopoly upon Captain Callaud's succeed- 
ing in throwing himself into the Fort, of 
the news we have lately received that our 


factories at Ingerman and Maddepollaih are taken by the French, and of our- 
apprehensions that Vizagapatam may undergo the same fate should Mon®' Bussy 
bend his force that way. 


And as Vizagapatam is a settlement of very considerable value to our 
Mmns for the sccarity of Vizagapatam con- Honorable Masters as Well as for the 

quantity of cloth there provided as in 
consideration of its being now the only inlet to the Northern Countries left in 
our possession, we are of opinion that it is necessary to secure it by all means 
possible against the attack of the enemy. But as the superiority of the 
French in this Province, and the unfinished state of our fortifications will by 
„ . , . ^ , , no means suffer us to weaken ourselves 

No reinforcement can bo spnreu from nonce • t j. i j. i* i ‘ . 

Early rcliirn of Col. Clive with troops from Ilcnpal by aHy ClGtSlCninBntS irODl hGUCC^ QUO. £IS 

”.er*eTf'nccc8ja vi»gapatnm in the vcssels bavc frequently, been known to 

pa.eage ncccs, . leave Bengal eai’ly in July and make tbeir 

passage to Vizagapatam, it is Agreed to write to Colonel Clive,- directing him 
to embark, as many of the men which are de.stined to be returned to the 
Coast, as he conveniently can, on hoard such vessels as he may be able with 
the assistance of Admiral Watson and the Select Committee to procure, 
and despatch them early in July with directions to land at Vizagapatam, if 
tlie state of that settlement should render it necessai’y, recommending at the 
same time that he leave Bengal himself, with the rest of the men that are to 
he returned, so early that he may he able to call at Vizagapatam on his way 
hither, and give such assistance as he may see necessary to the Company’s 
afl'airs tliere. To Admiral Watson that wo depend on his giving Colonel Olive 
for the service heforementioned the assistance of the twenty gun ship or anv 
other part of the Squadron that may he ready for the sea. 


♦ * « 

r GEOEGE PIGOT. 

HENEY POWNET. 
EGBERT OEME. 
EOBEET PALE. 


Signed 





' Thursday, 8”^ Tune, 

At a Committee 
Present : — ' 

George Pigot, Esq", Governor, President. 

Henry Powney. 

Egbert Orme. 

Egbert Palk;. 

»»«-««« 

In order to prevent tlie sequel of a Paper War of whicli I have already 
hut too much experienced, I shall coine to the matter in question, which is that 
1 can’t comply with your request in remaining at Madras whilst his Majesty’s 
troops are in the field, as I am very sure in so doing, I should incur His 
Majesty’s displeasure, besides I have great reason to believe you intend the 
Command of the Army for Colonel Lawrence. I have as well as you. Gentle- 
men, a great opinion of his military capacity, this joined with his knowledge 
of the situation of this country I believe would be of infinite service if he 
joined us. Any military operation you have to propose, 1 shall, according to 
my instructions, assemble my CouncE of War, and if their opinion should not 
be agreeable to your inclinations, I shall be sorry for it, but as I must believe 
them better Judges in military affairs shall be determined by them. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obed‘ humble Servant, 
(Sd.) JOHN AHLEECEON. 

Camp at Changleput, ) 

June 31-^ 1757. ) 

P. S . — At my arrival last night, heard that the French Army had marched 
from Outremaloor to Wondivash. 


As Colonel Adlercron has proceeded to Camp, notwithstanding the Eepre- 
itrsaiTcs to proceed to camp notwitiisng our sentations set forth lu oul letter to him 
representations. of the 20*’’ Instant, it is Agreed not to 

urge these arguments further at present, lest the Publick Service should thereby 
be interrupted, but is resolved when he returns to Madras to give him person- 
ally such an explanation of our reasons in support of what we desired in that 
letter, as we doubt not will convince him that our sole motive was the good 
of the Service. 

*'««***« 

, fSTRINGEE LAWRENCE. 
»‘Sneti (ALEXANDER WTNCH. 


Thursday, Jane. 

At a Committee. 

Present. 

George Pigot, Esq’* Governor, President. 
Henry Powney. 

Robert Orme. 

Egbert Palk. 


An alliance 
to the Company 
soop. n. 


with the King of Travancore might prove of much advantage 
*s affairs and secure the peace of those parts of the Tinnevelly 
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country adjacent to Ws limits, and as it appears by his above letter to the 
T.. .n. President that he is not averse to, adjust- 

ing Ins claims in some dastncts or tbai 
country, It is Agreed that a letter be wrote to the King of Travahcoi’f 
acquainting him that if he will send us a fair statement of what has happened 
to relation to them, we will compare it with the accounts we receive from the 
DcMrins a statement of irhnt has ocenTreti leia l^abob, and Settle the afiPaii’ luau amicable 
ting to the Uistriots-nnd the affair »imii be adjusted^ manner. In the meantime that we 

desire nothing may interrupt his old friendship with the English, and that until 
affairs are settled, the countries may remain as they are, to which purpose he 
should send orders to his Officers to cease all hostilities as we have done on 
our part. Ordered accordingly that a cOpy of the King of Travancore’s letter 
Caotn. Caiiinnd recommended to promote a good to tlig President and his aoswer he trans* 
undcrstnndiugwiththatPrii.ee. mitted to Captain Cftillaud, that lie may 

do whatever he shall see necessary to establish good understanding between 
us and that Prince. 

* « « « ' 


(Sd.) ALEX“ WYNOH. 


iixd. — p. K. n, 

Oovt of India Ccntr.il Printiug Office.-*.Ko. SOO F. 



ADMIRALTY DESPATCHES (EAST INDIES). 
(S) 1764.-1701. 


Jmi? 1757. 

To John Clevlind Esq®. 

SlK, 

Three .days after the date of my last letter of the 13*’* .Oct*^ 1756, I sailed 
from Madrass, with his Majesty’s ships Kent, Qumherland, Tyger, Salisbury 
and Bridgioater, Marlhoroug\ and Walpole Indiamen and Blaze iFire ship, , 
which last seeing, I should have no occasion for, I sent to Bombay with direc- 
tions for her being put out of Commission and sold. I endeavour’d to make the 
best of my way to Ballasore Road, but meeting with trifling winds, and strong 
Southerly Currents, we were three weeks driving to- the Southw^ till we got. 
into the Lattitude of 6° 30' N® and then had not made more than four Degrees 
Easting. This had the appearance of having a long passage, which with the 
number of men we had on board might have proved a very unfortunate cir- 
cumstance. . 

By om* getting to the Eastward os much as possible, we began to meet 
with the North East Trade, which not being set in, proved variable and squally, 
tho’ never blowing enough to expect any bad consequence from it, but I found 
our ships were in no condition to beat against a Monsoon. The- Salisbtiry 
, (which I look’d upon to be the least defective of any ship in the squadron) on 
the 13*** Nov^ made the Signal of distress, having sprung a leak in her wooden 
ends, and made so much water, that after four hours pumping, it had gain’d 
something upon them. I sent her all the assistance in my power, and stopt her 
leak as much as possible, but even then she made upwards of four feet every 
hour, which oblig’d her to carry an easy sail, whereby our passage was greatly 
retarded. This unlucky accident made me doubtful whether the Expedition 
would not be overset, as, had she been oblig’d to bear away, another ship must 
have gone with her, and that would have taken so much force from the 
Squadron, that I should have esteemed the remaining part proceeding to be of 
very little or no service. However, her leak not increasing, we all continu’d to- 
gether, and on the 2^ Decern' : about nine o’clock at night, the Qumherland 
unexpectedly strack upon a shoal off Point Palmuas, but luckily got off again 
without receiving any damage. She immediately made the signal for danger, 
and soon after, to anchor, which I repeated, and came to in eight fathoms. 
The next morning we found the Kent within the Point, the rest of the ships 
were to Leeward among the shoals, however they all got clear of them that 
evening, but were not able to get round the Point, except the Tyger and 
Walpole. On the 5*** of December, I anchor’d in Ballasore Road, and the 
Tyger and Walpole soon after. There I met with Mess'® "Watts and Beecher, 
deputed to me from the Governor and Council, to acquaint me with the state 
of their affairs, which were in so bad a situation as to require immediate 
assistance. I consulted the Pilots about carrying the Kent and Tyger over the 
Braces, w’ho were of opinion it might be done with safety during the Springs, 
and, if I would permit them, they would take charge of the ships up the River 
to Eulta; The tides serving I weigh’d the 8*’* Decern' and proceeded over the 
Braces. The IB*** I arriv’d at Eulta, where the Governor and Council and late 
Inhabitants of Calcutta had retired to since the loss of Eort William and all 
their other settlements, with as many of their ships and vessels as had escaped 
falling into the hands of the Moors. I also found there the Kingsjisher, who I 
dispatch’d from Madrass, some time before the Squadron sail’d, with advices 
to M' Drake of my preparing to come to his assistance. 

After having consulted with the Governor and Council, I saw there was 
a necessity for a stronger force than the fifty gun ship and frigates to proceed 
up the River, as the enemy, not thinking the forts of Tanna and Busbudgia to 
be a suflB.cient .defence, were raising new works on the banks of the River, 
which they had been employed about for some time. . Hearing this, I thought 
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it most adviseable to proceed as soon as possible, but the Springs tben coming 
on tbe Pilots would not tabe charge of tbe ships till they were over. In the 
' mean time I wrote' to the Nabob, a copy of which I herewith inclose, and made 
sueh preparations as were necessary for my proceeding. 

By the 26‘’* the tides began to slacken, when the Bridgioater join^ me, and 
the next day the Salislury. The Pilots then acquainting me of it’s being a pro- 
per time to move up, and having receiv’d no answer from the Nabob, I gave 
orders for embarking the troops the 28*'*, and sail d the same day u ith the 
Kent, Tyger, Salisbury, Bridgwater King fnher Sloop. Tlic next afternoon 
Ool' Olive was lauded in order to march to Busbudgia to make an attack by 
land, at the same time tbe Squadron was to appear before the jilacc. Tlic 30"* 
about eight o’clock in tbe morning the Squadron anchor’d and began to can- 
nonade, at half past eight I order’d the King’s troops to land to support tho 
Colonel, who, from the reports I receiv’d, I had great reason to believe was 
engag’d with the enemy. A little before nine they joind him, but the action 
was then over, the enemy. having retired witli loss. We soon after heard they 
march back with great haste to Calcutta, But the Governor of Busbudgia con- 
tinued in the fort and defended it. The Colonel was ill provided with cannon, 
and all sorts of Military stores, and was unacquainted with tho situation of the 
enemy, having taken no prisoners to inform him, or indeed could get any intel- 
ligence to be depended upon. The Moors in their usual way fir’d from behind 
the bushes, it was therefore impossible to know exactly when they retreated, 
but by accounts they certainly had encamp’d not far off, which they broke up 
with the utmost expedition : In this skirmish were kill’d an Ensign and eleven 
Private men, and about twenty slightly wounded. 

The ships soon silenced the enemy’s fire ; but we had occasion for most part 
of the day to fire some guns to keep them from firing on our troops who were 
lodg’d near their walls with an intention to storm before night ; but that being put 
off, at seven o’clock in the evening I ordcr^ about a hundred seamen on shore un- 
der the command of Oapt** King, and at half an hour after eight tlic body of the 
fort was on fire, and immediately after I receiv’d the agi’eeablo news of the 
place being our own. The moment the seamen, soldiers, and seapoys enter’d, 
the few people who were left in the fort ran out, and we were so unlucky as 
not to take a man. Captain Campbell one of tbe Company’s Captains lost bis 
life after he was in the fort, and about four of the Kings soldiers were wound- 
ed while they lay under tbe walls. This fort was extremely well situated for 
defence, and had the advantage of a wet ditch round it, but was badly provided 
with cannon, as we found only eighteen guns, from twenty four pounders 
downw^®, and about forty barrels of powder with ball in proportion. 

On the 1'* Jany the Kent and Tyger anchord between Tanna Port and a 
battery opposite, both which places the enemy abandon’d as the slr’ps ap- 
proach’d. In these we found about forty guns, some twenty four poundem and 
all mounted on good carriages, most of them the Company’s. We also found 
some powder and ball. 


In the night, I sent the boats mann’d and arm’d up the river to set fire to 
a ship and some vessels that lay under a fort, which was executed without 
opposition. That was a necessary piece of service, as I heard they were fill’d 
with combustibles in order to be set on fire when the ebb made to burn 
ships. ’ . “ 

The next morning early, agreeable to tbe Colonel’s request I landpd +1 
Company’s troops, who immediately began their march to Calcutta. The VS 
and I'yger soon after weigh’d and proceeded up the River totrether wifWi 
^enty gun ship and sloop, which last had directions when I should anchor S 
Calcutta, to pass me and the Tyger, and anchor above, where thev saw 
could most annoy the enemy. As there was no necessity for Voi/thon 
ships at Calcutta, and the keeping Tanna fort was of some rnseunoL ? 

thought proper to leave the there, as a guard ship to prevent the 

enemy from regaining it and the battery opposite. t.ne 


-The Tyger. being the leading s up, at forty minutes after nine o’clock th 
enemy began to fire uponTier from their batteries below Calcutta whioT, fi," 
deserted as we approach’d. At twenty minutes past ten, the ky^^Ssho 



abreast the line of guns at Calcutta, at half an hour after ten the Kent anchor’d, 
arid both ships made a very warm fire, in so much that the enemy were soon 
drove from their guns and presently after ran out of the fort. Capt° Goote 
with the King’s troops and an officer from the Kent enter’d the fort a little 
before eleven, hut the flight of the enemy was so sudden that only two or three 
poor ignorant fellows were taken. I garrison’d the place that day with the 
King’s troops and appointed Oapt“ Ooote to take the command. The next day 
I deliver’d it up to the, Ooinpany’s representatives with all the effects found 
within their hounds. Here we found four mortars ninety one guns of different 
sizes and a considerable quantity of all kinds of ammunition: We havb 
suffered very little from the enemy in our- masts, yards and rigging, and have 
lost very few. The inclos’d is an abstract of all the men kill’d and wounded at 
the several attacks. 

The Governor and Council being now in possession of their principal settle- 
ment, determin’d for the violencies they had received from the Nabob and his 
subjects, to declare war against him, and to publish the same throughout all 
the country, and wrote me a letter desiring I would do the same in the name of 
His •M.^jesty, which I accordingly did. A copy of their letter and my Declar- 
ation I herewith inclose. The misfortune of neither the Guniberland nor 
Marlborough being arriv’d, made it quite impossible for any enterprise to be un- 
dertaken by land', and it was absolutely necessary to push the enemy before they 
had time to recover from their pannick. Accordingly an expedition was pro- 
pos’d against Hughley, to be executed by the twenty gun ship and sloop, the 
boats of .the squadron mann’d and arm’d, assisted by all the King’s troops 
amounting to one hundred and seventy, the Company’s Grenadiers and two 
hundred seapoys, which were to be landed under the command of Major Kill- 
patrick. Several sloops were procur’d to embark them, and there being a 
proper vessel for carrying two mortars, which being judg’d of great consequence 
to the success of the expedition, the Committee offered her to go upon this 
service, if I would appoint a proper officer to take the command of her. I 
accordingly gave my first lieutenant, Warrick a commission as Captain, 
and appointed a Lieutenant and Surgeon to her, which I hope their Lordships 
will approve of. 

Everything being prepared the troops were embark’d the 5*’’ ins‘ and all 
proceeded up the river under the command of Capt" Smith of his Maj® Ship 
Bridgwater, who by not having a good Pilot grounded before be got two leagues 
above me, where he lay forty eight hours in great danger, but got off without 
receiving much damage, and by the assistance of a Dutch Pilot, who he took on 
board in his passage up, he proceeded agreeable to his orders. 

On the 11*'’ I receiv’d the agreeable news of our being in possession of 
Hughley. Eor the particulars of the attack, I beg leave to refer their Lord- 
ships to the inclos’d account of Capt" King’s, who commanded party of seamen 
ashore, and by whom I now take the opportunity of sending my dispatches, 
and beg leave to recommend him to their Lordships favour. 

The Bridgwater^ s grounding in going up, occasioned great delay, by which 
means the enemy had time to carry off most of their effects, and the Dutch did 
not scruple to re*ceive them under their protection, as well as several of their 
principal Inhabitants. I represented this proceeding to M® Bisdom the Chief 
of Chincura, to which I receiv’d nothing but evasive and equivocal answers. 
As I was extremely unwilling to have a misunderstanding with any Europian 
power, I sent my captain up to him, with a letter of credit in the usual form, 
to explain such matters as could not so readily be settled by letter. To this he 
made me no reply, neither did he make any answer to two letters wrote- to him 
from Capt Speke while at at Chincura, and by my authority, and one from 
Oapt" Smith. 

Their behaviour altogether has been so very partial in favour of our enemy, 
that I should do an injustice to myself in passing it over without taking some 
notice of it. - . ■ . 

After I receiv’d Captain King’s account of the attack upon the Eort, I had 
for several days news brought me of our progress in burning and destroying 
the City of Hughley, also of setting fire to t <eir granaries, apd^tore houses of 


salt, whicli were situated on the hanks of each side the rivei, and extended 
Bear two miles in length, The destroying these granaries will be of great pre- 
iudice to the Nabob, as they contain’d a store foi: the suhsistance of his army 

while it is in this part of the country. 

This sendee being done, and nothing else to undertake either with the 
ships or boats, I orderd Oapt Smith and the sloop to come down and join me. 


. On the 12‘'‘ ins* I receiv’d His Majesty’s Declaration of War against the 
Drench King, which was transmitted from the Directors of .the East India 
Company by land to Bussero, from thence to Governor Bourchier at Bombay, 
who acquaintiS me there came by the same conveyance puhlick letters for me,, 
which I hear he has sent by one of the three ships coming here from thence 
with Five hundred troops, but neither of them are yet arrived, when they do, 
they will he a very considerable, reinforcement to the little army here, and I 
hope I shall see them before I am oblig’d to leave the river. 


Notwithstanding our success, the Company’s affairs here,' are yet on a 
very precarious footing, and nothing but a lasting advantageous peace can 
possibly free them from ruin! From this reflection, I wrote a letter to the 
Committee, offering, proposals relating to our couduot with the Drench, a Copy 
of which I herewith inclose, with an extract of their answer, which I hope 
will justify me, if I enter into a neutrality with the Drench in the Ganges as 
it was observ’d last war, and especially as we are now already embroil’d with 
the country government, who would he too powerful for us by land if joind by 
the Drench, and particularly so when I leave the River, therefore I think a 
neutrality with the Drench must ho observed in the Ganges. If it could be 
with a league offensive and defensive against the Nabob, no doubt but he might 
be brought to terms the sooner; and this I propos’d to the Drench soon after 
the taking Calcutta, upon their application to me to enter into a simple neu- 
trality, hut they excus’d themselves as they were not in a condition to join with 
us against the Nabob, whose resentment they much fear’d. 


On the 20**' Jany the ilarlborougJi arrived here with between three and 
four hundred seapoys and all the Dield Train. About the same time I receiv’d 
a letter.from M' Pocock acquainting me that he had us’d his utmost efforts to 
get round point Palmiras, hut his provisions and water being almost expended, 
and his people very sickly, he was at last oblig’d to hear up for Vizakapatam, 
where he arriv’d the 14“’ iOecem^. As there are near three hundred troops on 
V the Oumherland, I thought it proper to send M'' Pocock orders to make the 
best of his way to Bengal, and proceed up the River as high as Kedgaree, and 
to disembark the troops without loss of time, and send them to • Calcutta it. 
being at this critical juncture of the utmost importance our land force should 
he augmented. 


A few days ago an application was made to both the Drench and Dutch 
from two of the principal people about the Nabob’s Court, with views of bring- 
ing about a peace ; and tho’ it did not come immediately from the Nabob him- 
self, yet it is supposed, it was done by his authority. By the opportunity of 
tho Delaxcar I may ho able to acquaint their Lordships what will be the issue 
of this seeming inclination on their side for peace : But since this application 
was made, I have receiv’d a letter from the Nabob, a copy of which I here 
with inclose together with my answer. What will be the event I cant pretend 
to say, but I am afraid I shall he under the necessity of continuing longer 
here than I would chuse to do, as I must not think of leaving them till such 
time they are in a state of security against any insults from the countrv 
power; tho’ I am afraid my stay wiUhe attended with very disagreeable if 
not bad consequences to the squadron, all our ships being in a bad confliHnn 
and our men very sickly. We have already lost more since we have been in 
the River then in a tvholo year hof ore. Tins is hat a melanohoUy aironmstanoe 
ina Pronch War eansiaenng how short the ships are of their proper eomple- 
ment, and the impossibility of getting men here. ^ 
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Inclos’d I send yon the state of the squadron and am 

. Sir 

' Tour most obedient humble servant 

Cha® Watson, 

iLBxr OFF Calcutta 

IN THE River Hughley 
Sr' Jany 175?. 

[Endorsed.] Adra’ [Wajtson. 


Captain King’s Account of the taking Hnghley 

On the 10‘'‘ January 1757 between three and four o’clock in the afternoon, 
the troops rendezvous’d on board a Moors ship we had taken possession of in 
the morning and lay moor’d near the BridgtDatei\ and about one mile to the 
southward of Hughley Eort. At 4 the Bridgxoater weigh’d and drop’d up with 
the flood till about half an hour after, when being opposite to, and less than 
musket shot from the' Port, She anchor’d & began to cannonade, which the 
enemy smartly return’d with both great guns & small arms : and while she 
was dropping up several single shot were exchanged between the fort and her. 
Soon after the Bridgwnier weigh’d tho Kingsjisher anchor’d near the same 
place, in order to cover tho troops, who accompanied by 70 seamen immediately 
landed, and possessed themselves of a merchants house ; upon which the Kings- 
fisher moved up above the and engaged the fort; and the Timnder 

J3omb, who about this time was placed at a proper distance, began to bombard 
the S. E*- Bastion which had a good effect, and greatly alarm’d the Moors, who 
■ were not accustom’d to being attack’d in that manner. 

The troops finding no opposition, march’d about two hundred yards to 
another house, and then on towards the fort, but that being surrounded with 
bouses, no guide to direct us, and our men much exposed to muskettry from 
those iiouscs, it was therefore judged proper to return to the second* house 
before mention’d, and wait till tho Bridgtcater and Kingsfisher had made a 
Breach, or by means of rcconoitring, or taking a prisoner, we could get certain 
information of the propercst place to make an attack ; in the meantime the 
seamen & seapois were employ’d sotting fire to the town. 

The house wo had now mado our quarters had a large garden, and a good 
substantial wall round it, with two gates, one towards the fort, at which we 
mounted two three pounders, (sent ashore from the Bridgicater) the other 
facing the river which was guarded by Seapois. 

At 8 o'clock a prisoner was brought in & his life promised him on condi- 
tion he would guide us to the fort. At 9 o’clock more seamen were landed 
which increased the number of them to about 130. Soon after. Captain Ooote 
of Colonel Adlcrcron’s Regiment, Lieutenant Lutwidge of the Salisbury^ & 
Lieut’ Hayter of the Kingsjisher taking with them the prisoner, went to re- 
conoitre, and returned again between 10 & 11 o’clock informing Major 
Killpatrick, who commanded the land forces, that they had examin’d several 
parts of the fort, and found it in general so much crowded with houses & black 
peoples butts, that in their opinion the best part for storming was the S. E* 
Bastion, where the Bridgxoater had already made a small breach. As soon as 
this intelligence came, the scaling ladders were sent for, but the vessel they 
were on board of, being some distance down the Rive’, and the ebb tide made, 
which must necessarily prevent their arriving soon, the soldiers were order’d 
to rest on their arms, & permitted to refresh themselves. Major Killpatrick 
then desir’d Lieutenant Lutwidge and myself to go on board the Bridgioater , 
consult with Captain Smith, and take a view of the breach from the ship, 

E No. 749. 
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whioli having- done, and Captain Smith joining in opinion that storming was 
practicable. We agreed that the Bridgwater & Kingsfisher should continue a 
brisk fire at that part of the fort, till they , were call’d to from the shore to 
c^se ; and then, return’d to our quarters, and acquainted the Major with what 
had passed, who order’d a party of seapois to be ready to make a false attack 
towards the S. W‘ part of the fort; By this time it was past cine in the morn- 
ing, and when we got to the breach between two and three; at which time the 
false attack was made, and the seamen who marched in front with the ladders, 
placed them and mounted the breach, next to them the seapois, then|tho Sling’s 
troops, and after them the companys. 

The fort was enterd without much difficulty tho’ many of the enemies 
men were in it, who endeayour’d to make a stand, but were obliged to retire, 
after a little skirmish, in which tliey wounded several of our people. . 

Here we found 20 gnns from 21 pounders downwards with a quantity of 
amm unition. 


81 Match. 1757 Uec & read 11‘'‘ Jul 1768. 

Sr&, 

Soon after the date of my last letter of 24‘'‘ FeV dispatches arrived from 
Watts, the second in council of Calcutta, who is attending the Nabob’s- 
Court at Muxadavad. By his lettera the Nabob appear’d not so strongly 
attach’d to the French interest as we had reason to apprehend when 1 address’d 
you last. No pains was spared to improve this alteration from the resolution 
he had bofore taken, and the circumstance of some troubles approaching the 
northern part of his kingdom by the Afghans, who it was said had chose a 
person named Abdallah to be their general, and that he had taken Helly a nd 
made the Mogul prisoner, and had coin’d money in liis own name, the appre- 
hensions the Nabob was under from this sudden revolution in the Empire made 
him very sollicitous to be reinforced by our troops, who he offered great rewards 
to for their service. But I represented to him how imprudent it Would be to 
send aU our force from our garrison, to march with him a considerable distance 
into the country, and leave behind us our enemies the French, who agreeable 
to his desire, I had been endeavouring to enter into a neutrality with; but upon 
discovering, (when the business was near concluded), that they were not vested 
with proper powers to make such a treaty, I declined entering any farther into 
a negotiation of that nature with people who had no authority to do it ; and that 
I made no doubt, he perceived the Uprightness of my intention in endeavouring 
to comply with what he had recommended relating to the business of a neutrality, 
and that, he was too reasonable to expect I could assist him with the forces he 
required till, such time we had reduced the French, so as to leave no enemv 
behind us. This wrought such an effect on the Nabob, that tho’ he could not 
be brought to give his full consent in writing to our attacking the French yet 
he explained his sense of the matter sufficient to be understood he would’ not 
interfere, or know of any thing done between us and them. 

As I had not totally given over the thoughts of attacking Chandemaeor ■ 
I kept the squadron in readiness to proceed up the Kiver whenever the Pffots 
would take charge of the ships ; and' upon receiving such favourable hints from 
the Nabob I fix’d the time for sailing. Before that came, the Bombay troous 
arriv’d at Calcutta, amounting to three hundred men and march’d directly to 
■ the camp to join Col* Clive, who by this reinforcement had with him 700 
Europeans and 1,600 Blacks. Immediately after he was join’d by the Bombav 
Detachment, he march’d to Chandemagore, where he had not been long, before 
he took possession of all the enemy’s out-posts, except one redoubt situated 
between the River side and the walls of the fort, wherein were mounted eiffht 
rannon, 24 pound", four of which pointed down the river. Two days before I 
sailed, an officer of the Otmherland brought me letters from Pocock 
acquainting me of his arrival at Ballasore Road. Had this happened a few 
days sooner, the reinforcement of her seamen, & the troops she had on board 
would have been a very considerable advantage to us, but there was no waitinff 
thi*ee or four days without losing the opportunity of the Neapes and before 
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tbe proper time of tides would have offer’d again great chauges might have 
happened by the artful insinuations of the French at the Nabob’s court. I 
resolv’d therefore to proceed with the few men I had, and sail’d the 16“* ins* 
Avith the Kenti Tyger and Salisbw'y. The twenty gun ship and sloop, I order’d 
up the River some days before to cover the boats attending on the camp. On 
the 18*'‘ I anchor’d about two miles below Chandenagor and observ’d the 
Rrench had done every thing in their power to, obstruct our passage up, by 
sinking two ships, a ketch, a snow, a hulk & a vessel Avithout masts Si directly 
in the channel within gun shot of the fort, and laying two booms moored with 
chains across the River. This caus’d some delay, till the booms were cut adrift, 
and I could discover by sounding in the night a proper channel to pass thro’, 
which the Pilots found out, without being at the trouble of Aveighing any of 
the vessels, as I expected we should have been oblig’d to do ; but before this 
could be sufficiently known to venture thro’ M' Pocock came up to me in his 
boat, and hoisted his flag on board the Tyger. On the 28* at six o’clock in the 
morning, I Aveigh’d and sail’d up in the following order the Tyger ^ Kent 
and Saliebitry. At ten minutes after six the enemy began to fire from the re- 
doubt, which was abandoned as soon as the leading ship got a breast of it. At 
three quarters after six, the ships were placed, when I caus’d the signal to be 
made for engaging, which continu’d very briskly on both sides till a quarter 
past nine. The enemy then waved over their Avails a flag of truce, and desir’d 
to capitulate. I have inclosed a copy of the articles they propos’d Avith my 
answers, which the Governor and Council agreed to and signed within the time 
prescribed them. In consequence of which I sent Oapt" Latham (of the Tyger) 
ashore to receh'e the keys and take possession of the fort. I beg leave to con- 
gratulate their Lordships on the success of His Majesty’s arms on this occasion. 

Col' Olive march’d in with the King’s troops about five in the afternoon* 
There were in the fort 1,200 men of which were 600 Europeans and 700 Blacks* 
183 pieces of cannon from 24( p" downwards, three small mortars, and a con- 
siderable quantity of ammAmition. 

Besides the ships and vessels sunk below to stop the channel up, they sunk 
and run ashore five large ships above the fort, and we have taken four sloops 
and a snow. The enemy had kill’d in the fort 40 men and 70 wounded. We 
also have suffered in some degree, the Kent had 19 men killed and 4i9 wounder, 
the Tyger 13 killed and 60 wounded. Among the number killed Avas my first 
lieutenant M' Sam' Perreau, and the Master of the S^ger. Among the 
wounded was M’ Pocock slightly hurt, Oapt“ Speke and his son by the same 
cannon ball, the latter had his leg shot off, M"" Rawlins Hey my third Lieute- 
nant had his thigh much shatter’d, and is in great danger, M' Stanton -my 
fourth • Lieuten' slightly wounded by splinters, but the greater part of the 
wounded have suffered much, being hurt chiefly by cannon shot several of 
them cannot possibly recover. I must do this justice to all the officers and 
men in general, to say, agreeable to their usual bravery, they behav’d Avith 
great spirit and resolution on this occasion, as did also the land forces who 
kept a good and constant fire the whole time from two batteries of four* and 
two guns, they had raised very near the fort. 

I am fearful the Kent has suffered so much in her hull, I shall be* under 
a necessity of leaving her behind, it being I believe impossible to repair her, 
which their Lordsh^s will better judge of by the inclos’d account of her 
defects. .Those of the Tyger may be repair’d there being some masts and a 
quantity of other naval stores at this place. i 

Since by being here, the Nabob has acquainted me, he has made a peace 
Avith his enemies, and that he shall now have no occasion for the assistance of 
. our troops, so that how they will be employ’d the remaining part of this sum- 
mer, is not yet determin’d. The ships must infallably remain here now till 
August, when I shall endeavour to proceed to Bombay with all the dispatch 
possible, without calling at Madrass, having sent for the provisions and stores 
belonging to tbe squadron to be brought here. 

. By' the arrival of the Bombay ships, I receiv’d their Lordshms order of 
the 18'“ May 1766 with twelve copies of His Maj" Declaration of War agamst 
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]?vi\Tico, T. have clolivcr’d agiTcaWc to lliuir dii'cotion to the suvoral Cnpi 
under my command with orders accordingly. 

Their Lordships order for my returning liome the latter end of tliis y*y»r, 
is impossible for mo to comply, with, hut I hope to get away IJotnhay, 

time enough to arrive in England in August or Sept' 1758, and- tlui my stay 
will be something longer than they expeetod, I liopo my ])ro(:e»’dingH in the 
circumstances I have been under, will meet with their Ij^irdships approbation. 

By letters from the Committee at Eort S‘ George, T am inform’d of the 
Triton’s arrival at Anjingo on the coast of JInlabar the 27'*' Decern’ last, and 
landed a packett from tho East India Company for their governor and council 
at Port S* George, but no account where she went to from thencfr. T 5m|>posc 
she is gone to Bombay and it’s very probable I may not see her till .1 urn; or 
July, which makes mo uneasy, as I imagine her Capt" is charg’d with orders of 
some consequence for me. 

An opportunity immediately offering by a sloop going from hence 
Bussero, I take the chance of these letter’s arriving safe, ns l irnnginc the most 
early notice of this intelligence at home may be of some consequence to our . 
affairs in this part of tho world. 

I am Sir, 

Your most obedient scrv.nut 


KeIHT off CnAKDERNAGOR 
March 1757. 


CUA** WATSON. 


I beg the favour yow will forward the inclos’d, . 

P.S, out of the 000 Europcaus said to be in the fort wc have only 800 
prisoners. 


The principal damages his Majesty’s ships Kent ami Tyger have received nt the attne’h- of 
. Chnndcruagorc S8'’ March 1757. 

Kr.sT. 

Three hanging Imees, two lodging knees, and two standards render’d un- 
serviceable. 

The gun deck waterway very much shot. 

The spurkettins fore and aft in the larboard side, on all the decks verv 
much shott, and rendered unserviceable. 

The upper deck clamp shot through in a great many places. 

The rudder render’d unserviceable. 

The hollow of the counter very much shot. 

Eour of the hanging ports on tho gun deck shot in pieces. 

The string of the upper deck, twelve feet in length shot away. 

The clamp and waterway of the Quarter Deck very much shot. 

The upper finishing of the Larboard Quarter shot away. 

The bends, short pieces between tbe ports, channel wales and unnor strPik 
very much shiver’d. “ 

A great number of timbers fore and aft shot through and not fit for 
ervioe. “ 

Chain plates, three of the fore, two of the main, and one of the mizen 

SllOu 

The main and mizen masts render’d .unserviceable by shot. 

Received in the larboard side one hundred and thirtv one shot 
which have gone through both sides, and likewise damaged the starboard side 
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mucli' : Eight shot have pass’d through under the bfends into the orlop, which 
have done considerable prejudice to the frame of the ship. 

The upper deck abreast oi the main hatchway on the larboard side is much 
dropt since the action. 

TraER. 

The upper works very weak and in great want of repair within and without, 
being very much shot. . • 

The standing masts all shot, the foremasts, and mizen masts unfit for their 
proper service. 

The berthing of the Taifarel and the breast work of the quarter deck wants 
to be made new being very much shot; 

The larboard cathead, three hanging knees, and three standards shot away. 

Several standards wanting to be overset and new fay’d. 

Three chain plates shot away. 

The davit shot. 


Govt, of Infl’ra Central Printing Office — No. 749 P. D. — 10-11-92 — 500. 




A General Itelurn (j/ all the Troopx under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Robert CUbc. 
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A General Hinder of the Troops under the Command of Colonel . Ctiy« in Camp near 

Chinsttra, 


The Militaby as following : — 
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Memorandum. — ^There are returned in the above Muster 3 Captains, 1 
Cap* Lieutenant, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign & 132 Military (being 11 Serjeants, 
11 Corporals, 2 Lrummers, 79 Europeans, and 29 Topasses) who are sick in the 
Hospital. Pay Rolls exact with the above Muster allowing casualties. There 
have 1 Serjeant, 5 European Centinells, & 6 Topasses died since the 16th 
of March, who are drawn pay for this Month. There are Missing & Deserted, 
6 European Centinells & 1 Topass (being 1 European from Capt” Buchanan’s 
Company, 4 Europeans from Capt” Armstrong’s, 1 European & 1 Topass from 
Capt” Ciidmore’s & 1 European from Capt” Eraser’s). OfiBcers Names to the 
Companys as they stand in order. King’s Troops, Capt" Grant, Lieu** Corneille, 
Ensigns Adnett & Blair, Capt" Weller, Lieu** Pierson, as Lieutenant and 
Adjutant, Ensigns Torke & Balfour, Capt" Coote, Lieu** Bush, as Lieutenant 
and Quarter Master, Lieu** Power, Ensign Eenton. Madrass Troops, Grena- 
diers, Capt" Lin, Lieu** Campbell as Lieutenant and Quarter Master, Lieu‘*“ 
Knox & Truite. 'Major Killpatrick to his Company (Captain Maskelyne’s 
Company) Lieu“ Scottney as Lieutenant & Adjutant, Ensign Stenger (Capt" 
Callender’s Company) Ensign Tabby (Capt" Gaupp’s Company) Capt” Gaupp, 
Lieu** Toecher, Ensigns Oswald & Wiecks (Supernuinarys) Capt"® B.umbold, 
Wagner & Eiscber, Capt" Eraser as Adjutant. Bengal Troops Capt" Grant, 
Lieu'* Dyer, Ensigns De- Lubers & Vavels & Capt" Muirs, Capt" Lieu** 
Carstairs, Ensigns McLean & Ellis, Capt" Cudmore, Ensigns Demee David 
Pricbard & Champion, Capt" Eraser, Lieu** Keir, Ensigns Gibbons & Barns. 
Bombay Troops, Capt" Buchanan, Lieu** Walsh, Ensign Rohertsch, M®- McLean 

• Tolftl at Col. Qnartcr-maBter sliould lie 4. 
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Quarter Master, Capt" Armstrong, LiGu“ Palmer, Ensign Tottingliam, Lieu“ 
Corneille of the King’s Troops appointed to do Duty as Captain. 
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Mevioi'andvm . — There are Sick 2 Cap* Lieutenants, 2 Lieutenants & 22 
of the tiuin, k;s., 1 Serjeant 6 Bombardiers S Gunners 8 Matrosses) who 
are sick in the Hospital & returned in the above Muster- Pay Rolls exact with 
the above !Muster. There are on Command at Cossimbuzar, 1 Lieutenant 
(Sir. Cassells) & 1‘1« of the train who are drawn Pay for but not returned above'. 
Entertained in the service this Slontli, 1 Matross of the Aladras’s Detachment, 
& 2 Matrosses of the Bengal Detachment. Officers Names to the Companys, 
Sladras’s Detachment, Cap* Barker, Cap* Lieutt* Paschoud & Jennings, Lieutt* 
Bonjour, Eord, & Charles dcTorrian. Bengal Detachment, Lieu**’ Lewis & 
.Johnson. Uombay Detachment, Cap* Lieutenant Egerton, Lieutt’ Molitore, 
Turner & Kinch. 


Ska rows. 
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: 'Memorandim.^T\\QVQ have been Mlled ol the Madrass Seapoys at Cliania- 
gore, 1 Suhdar, 3 Jammedars, 8 Havildars, 1 NaiUe, & 7 Seapoys, & Pay hjis 
been drawn for .them last Montli. Tlie four last Compajiys of the Mndrass 
Shaik Doud's, Tim Naig’s, Vengana's & JalTer Mahomed’s arrived here from 
thence last month. The sick being 1 Jammedar, 3 Havildars, 2 Naikes, and 
47 Seapoys, are, returned in this Muster. 


■ The Cooleys^ Artificers, Lascars, in Camp with the Draught Carriage ami Puekall 

Du I locks. 
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Memorandum . — Of the above Lascars there arc 7 Syrangs, 20 Tiudals, & 
310 lascars belonging to Sengal & the rest belong to IVIadrass. 

This General Muster (alcen in Camp near 
Chinsura, the 7th of April 1757. 

(Signed) THOS. MAUNSELL, 

Covimmartj. 


A General Muster of the Troops in the Fort of Chandernngor under the command of Colonel 

Dobert Clive. 

The Miutahy. 
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Memorandum.—There are returned in the above Muster 9 <3 

BErfgjE & 68 Military (Ijoing 2 Serjeants. 1 Corporal. 2 DramS T bi 
E nroneans) who are Sick. There is also return’d 13 of the Miiitavir wUo 
Invalids. Pay Rolls agreeable to the Muster allowing casualtiS.^ There is 
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absent mtbont leave 1 Volunteer in tbe Grenadiers, & 12 European Centinels 
of Captain Gaupp’s Company have deserted this montli. Officers names to the 
Companies as they stand in order, Kings Troops, Captain Grant, Lieutenant 
Corneille and Bush the latter as Quarter Master, Ensign Adnett, Captain Weller, 
Lieutenant Power, Ensign Yorte, Capt” Cooke, Lieutenant Pierson who is 
also Adjutant, Ensign Belford, Madras Troops, Grenadiers, Captain Lin, Lieu- 
tenants Knox & Tuite, Major Killpatrick’s, Lieuten* Oamphell who is also 
Quarter Master, Capt” Eumbold, Lieutenant Scotney. as Lieutenant & Ad- 
jutant, Ensigns Stenger & Tahhy. Captain Gaupp, Lieutenant Toecher, 
Ensigns Oswald & Wick, Supernumeries Captains Wagner & Eischer, Lieut“‘ 
Elaction, Lieutenant Corneille of the King’s Troops does duty as Captain, 
The Bengal and Bombay Troops, Mustered before are now in Garrison at 
Calcutta, 
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Memoratidiim . — There are sick in the Hospital 5 Mattrosses who are 
returned in the above Muster Officers Ifames to the Company Capt Lieuten‘ 
Paschoud and Jenings, Lieutenant Terrena Bon jour and Eord. . 
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Memorandum . — There are sick 1 Suhdar, 2 Jamedars, 7 Havildars, 6 
Ifaicks and 9S Seapoys who are returned in the above Muster. 

956 F. D. 
















































G 


The Cooleys Artificers^ Lascars, in ChanSernagor with the Dravgld Carriage and jPaclall 

Bullocks. 
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Memorandum . — Of tbo above Lascai’s, 7 Sorangs, 20 Tindals and 325 
Lascars belong to Bengal. Tbe rest belong to Madrnss. 

This General Muster taken in Cbandcrnngorc, 
tbe 12tb June 1757. 

(Signed) THOS. MAUNSELL, 

Commi&surtj, 
















A General Beturn of the Troops niider the Command of Lieutenant- Colonel 
Bobcrt Clive on the Expedition to Muxndabad. 
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Lieuienaat-Colonel Robert Clive on the Expedition to Mnxudubad. 



WoumU^’ 

June SS’^'^Licnt* DeLubors, Lieut. 

Cassells nnd Licut^ Holst, 
Daniel Lyons Scijeant, 
James lliorn, Peter 
Hewby and Jn« Grccn- 
\rood Ccntinels in Gap* 
tain Coote's Comj^ny, 
David Pridonce Seqoant 
in Gap^ Gnnpp's Com* 
pany Jn» Printrlc and 
fn' Dyson Serjeants in 
the Simernnmeraries. 
Thomas Croirdcr Gent* 
in Captain Grant's Com- 
pany, Thomas Lander 
Scijeant in Captain Le 
Heamu's Company and 
Joseph Massy Wri^rhi 
Serjeant in Gapi« Arm* 
strong's Company. 

Coroporal Jn^ Potter, 
Geo. Pitman Bombardier 
John 0. Bryan Bombar- 
dier, and Yvitlhm Lloyd 
Gnnner in the Madrass 
Artillery, and Christo- 
pher Baste Matross in 
the Bengali ArtiUcty. 


SnUrlained, 

Jane 17*^— James Graham Centinel 
Gap^ Als^ Grant’s Cumpr. 

Jane 22*^— Anthbny Mnllier Centinel 
in Cap* Palmer's Comi^. 

June 27*^— Christian Foleman Cent' in 
Cap* Fraser's Gompr. 

July 4*^— Taranjonr Centinel in Capt* 
Fraser’s Compr, 

July 31'*— S* Jacque Centinel inCapt* 
Fraser's Company. 


Seapops. 
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"Wednesday 
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Kcinnrks nt Cliandnimgoru Kiror Huglily, 


SIod‘ gales & fair weather. At 3 p. ir. we sent 
30 o£ the Bridgwater’s men on b"* o£ the Salis- 
bury nt 7 weymbark'* a dntatchmeiit of King’s 
troops, nt 8 wo hoisted George Pocock Esq'’® 
ilng at our miz" topmast head, ns rear o£ the 
white squadron, Kent Guard all night, at J past 
6 A. 3r. we bore short, nt half past 6 we carried 
ont our streem nneh' to steady the ship while 
we weigh"* & catted the bower anch' also 
carried out a small nnch'' & hawser to cast tlie 
ship, ditto weigh"* & came to sail ns did also the 
the Kent and Salislnry — sent the long boat to 
weigh the streem, nnch'' & in about 5 minuets 
we were got through the French sunken ships, 
ditto the cnimy began to fire on us very hot 
from the fort & out hnttary. Coll Clive open"* 
his fnsheens on them & began to cannonade & 
bombard to annoy the enimy, nt 45 minuets 
past 0 the Adin* made the sig’ to yngage, at 
50 minuets past 6 we ai.eh'"* in 74 fiith"" of 
water with our small bower rvith a 103^“"=** haw'- 
ser for a spring which was bent to the ring of 
the aneh' & we lay abreast of the fort, the 
N. E. Kastnin distance from the shore ahout 
20 paict-s, at our first fire the enimy desarted 
the mudd fort by the water side & our soldiers 
& scapoys took possession of it, nt 7 o’clock the 
AV/iMiiichor & engaged the S. li. Bastion, Our 
ship lying in an eddy & lyable to be rak "* by 
tlic enimy we carried but the streem aneb' 
nstnrn & hove her sqnnr with the fort at 15 
minuets past 7, the Snltsbnry anch^ a consider- 
able distance below the Kent, nt 15 minuets 
past 0 the cnimy waved a flag of truce on the 
N. E Bastion & ccas"* fireimr, the Adm* haul"* 
down the sig* & ceas"* lireing, at half past the 
Adm* sent Cap* Latham onshore with a flag of 
truce, nt 4 I’ast 11 some French gentlemen 
went on b"* of the Adm* to treat for capntula- 
tion Ss many truces past & repast the Kent 
and Salisbury, hauF nearer tlie fort d"*, we lent 
the Kent 64 hawser, some nmmunitin blew 
upon the N. E. Hastion which allarra^ us bat 
we soon found it to be nnaccidaut, EilF in the 
action the persons following vis Robert 
Phillips, M' John Garman, Will® Pettelly, 
Cook, 'fho® Duglass, John Tomm}’, Luke 
George, Will® Peasly, Rich* Adams, Jo“ Selvia, 
Rich"* Batty, Rob* Dunn, Tho® Newton, George 
Jones, wounded Rear Adm* Pocock & about 
60 men. We found here 4 larg Europ' ships 
run on shore, the damage we received in re- 
guurd to the ships rigging is as follows viz; 
shot away main shrouds 5, fore shrouds 3, main 
seers, main topsail sheets, fore topsail sheets. 
Both the gammonings of the bowsprit, fore 
clewgnrnets, fore & main Topsail, clewlines 
Topgal* tys liffs top tops, topsail bowlins fore 
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Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated Gtli June 1757. 


The Bengal Expedition has been attended with the loss of many good 
OtTiccrs, our address by the Chesterfield acquainted you of same, and we are 
concerned at the addition \Vc arc now to make. 

Military. 

C.nptnin John Howes, died .it the Negrais, 26th September 1756. 

Captain Timothy Bridge, killed at Bengal, 5th February 1757. 

Captain William Pyc, Do. Do. 

Captain Dugal Campbell^ Do. egth December 1756. 

Ensign Charles Kerr, Do. Do. 

Artillery. 

Captain Lewis D'lllcns? died .at Fort St. David, ist March 1757. 


G, ]« C« P« 0««*No. Soa F* B« 



To— Tlio Ilon'blo tlic Secret Committee for Affnirs of tbe Ilon’ble United Company 
of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Hokotjrable Sirs; 

1. We Imvo given you a full account of the state of these provinces and 
our (vansactious to the 26“' of March, triplicate of which advices were for- 
warded hy His Majesty’s Sloop of War, the King Fisher. 

2. Tliis loiter is purposely to acquaint you of a happy revolution in the 
Government of this kingdom in favour of Jallir Ally Khan, of the part we took 
in this alTair, and our motives for it, and of the advantages obtained hy espous- 
ing the present Suhah’s cause and placing the sway in his Hands. 

3. On the first of ^lay Colonel Olive laid before us turn letters he had 
received from Watts dated the 2G“* and 28“' of April in which after 
some observations on the strangeness of the Nabob’s behaviour, and that all 
degrees of people were persuaded he would break with us upon the first favour- 
able opportunity, he proceeds to inform the Colonel that Jaffir Ally Khan had 
sent for Coja Potr.use and, given him to understand that most of the Nabob’s 
principal officers were tired of his Government & ready to desert him and 
set up another if we would countenance & support the confederacy with the 
assistance of our troops. That if we approved of this Scheme he desired our 
Demands of what Monies, Lands, would induce us to engage in the 
•Business. In the last of the above mentioned letters M' Watts repeats his 
apprehensions of the Nabob’s Design to break the Treaty he made with us, 
urges a speedy answer might be sent to Jaffir Ally Khan’s proposal, and gives 
it as his opinion the project was feasible and might bo executed without much 
Difficulty. 

4). As a proposition of this Importance required our most serious ConsMera- 
tion, we accordingly debated maturely the Consequences of embracing this offer, 
and whether it should bo accepted or declined. After a long Consultation in 
which every Bcason for and against the Scheme was collected and deliberately 
argued on, it was the unanimous Sense of the Committee that a Eevolution 
in the Government (whatever hands it fell into) would be advantageous to the 
English ; that there could be no Hurt in trying to effect it, as our good under- 
standing with Seraja Dowlawas extremely precarious, and a Rupture with him 
universally expected as soon as the Squadron and Army left us, and that by 
joining Jaffir Ally Khan to supplant him, wo should obtain in all probability 
very beneficial Terms for the Company as well as live free of any Apprehensions 
from the Country Government. But as these general Reasons would not have 
justified our embarking the Company in such an undertaking & hazarding a 
Breach with Seraja Dowla after concluding the peace we did, we think it neces- 
sary to recite at largo our Motives for engaging in a Confederacy to change the 
Government, and doubt not they will be esteem’d sufficient by our Employers 
to vindicate our Proceedings. 

C. Pirst, it was evident to us from the whole Tonour of the Nabob’s Beha- 
viour since the Peace, That we could not possibly rely on his Friendship, and that 
the Treaty made with him would soon be violated when once he thought himself 
superior to us in strength, his Delay in performing the Agreement, many of the 
Articles being at that time as far from being compleated, as at first, the 
Evasion of giving us any Satisfaction for the Losses suffer’d by our Inhabitants 
thro’ Monickchund’s Means, the small sum of Money which was pretended to 
be given Credit, for in his Sircarry, being searce a tenth part of the Loss 
sustained by the European’s alone ; with several other parts of his Conduct 
were so many convincing proofs that his Friendship was unsincere and that 
he could not abide by his Treaty which the Exigency of his Situation alone 
inclined him to make. 

6. Secondly, there was the greatest Reason to imagine he was "an utter 
Enerny.to the English and privately endeavouring to bring in the French with' 
promises of joining them against us. "We ‘were confirmed in this Opinion from 
the Great aversion he show’d to our molesting the French at Chandernagore 
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liis esf) 0 using and protecting Monsieur Law and his party, after that place was 
talten, his keeping them in this Pa^t; and the certain intelligence we have 
received from all q^uarters of his writing frequently to Mons* Bussy sending 
iiim large presentsi and inviting him to march this Way ; This was so notorious 
that it was publickly talked of and known, his Oossids passing- almost daily 
thro* Ballasore, and but a few days before some Elephants and Seerpaws arrived 
at that place within passage to Mons' Bussy’s Gamp. 

7. liastly, there was great room to think he did not. mean well by the 

Orders he had given to fortifye Outwah, and the removing of Suifras Oawn*s 
Eamily from Dacca into Pooranea ; The Interruptions our Boats and People 
met with in their way to Oossimbuzar contrary to the Treaty of Peace,_with 
•many actions of the same Nature which put it beyond all doubt that his Dislike 
and Jealousie of our Natiou was rooted, and that he would not miss any Oppor- 
tunity of ruining our Affairs and exterpating the English out of his Country ; 
It was therefore but common prudence to prevent our own Ruin, which could 
not he done so effectually any other, Way than by divesting the Nabob of tbe 
power of hurting us. • . 

8. Another Inducement to undertake this Affair was the universal Hatred 
of all Sorts and Conditions of Men to Sera j a Dowla, the affection of his Army 
alienated from him by his ill usage of the OfBcers, and a Revolution so generally 
wish*d for, that it is probable it would be attempted (and perhaps successfully) 
even without our Assistance in which case it would have availed us hut little, 
whereas by countenancing the Confederacy and supporting it with our whole 
Force we might make our own Terms, benefit our Employers both by present 
and future advantages, do a general Good, procure some satisfaction to the 
Inhabitants of o.ur Colony for their heavy Losses in the Capture, establish the 
Tranquillity of the Country, and by that Means open a greater Currency than 
ever to our Business, and lastly cut off the Expectation of the French and keep 
them totally out of these Dominions. 

9. Motives so interesting and founded upon the prime Law of Self preserv- 
ation determined ns to embrace tbe. proposal made by Jaifir Aly Khan provided 
adequate Terms were granted in Consideration of entering into a fresh War 
with the Nabob, whose Consequence most have proved very detrimental to our 
Affairs, if the Success of it had not been answerable to our Expectations. Ac- 
cordingly after some consideration the following Demands were esteemed equi- 
table and reasonable to be ask’d. Viz‘. That our Phirmannd and the Priviledges 
acquired by the Treaty with Seraja Dowla be confirmed and punctually com- 
ply’d with ; That Restitution be made of the Company’s whole Loss, and the 
Loss of the European Inhabitants of Calcutta; That our Bounds be au*^- 
mented; That -we have Liberty to fortifye Cossimbuzar; That an Offensive 
and Defensive Alliance be made against all Enemies of both parties, as well 
Europeans as others, and that the French he not permitted to re-settle in these 
provinces; That the Moors do not fortifye within Twenty Miles of the River 
Side from Hugbly down to Ingellies ; And that the Revenues of a certain 
Tract of Land be made over and assigned to us in Consideration of our main- 
taining a good Body of Troops. These Terms were accordingly transmitted to 
M' Watts to get Jaffir Aly Khan to assent to them. 


10. On the I?*” May Colonel Olive laid before ns a Letter from M* Watts 
with siich Articles of Agreement as Jaffiir Aly Khan’s Confident had assured 
him would he accepted of, and requesting that if they were approved of by the 
Admiral and Committee they might be engrossed in Cypher, signed and sealed 
by them, and returned to him to get them executed by JafSr Aly Khan As 
those Articles were greatly.more advantageous for the Company than the Terms 
we had demanded there could be no objection to them on our part They were 
accordingly approvedof and ordered to engrossed with some Alterations 
relating to the Satisfaction of private Sufferers. The substance of them von 
will find in the translate of the Persian Treaty herewith transmitted for vonr 
Observation. . ^ ■ 


• - 11. In order to prevent the least Suspicion of what we were dbinff our 
Troops were Ordered into Quarters, part of them in Calcutta and part in Chander- 
nagore, and the Nabob wrote to (agreeable to Jaffir Aly Khan’s Advieel 
recall his Army encamp’d at Plassey and Daudpore. ' 



12. Matters being advanced thus far, it was next judged proper to obtain 
if possible a personal Conference between Jaffir Aly Kban and some person of 
Trust and Confidence on our part. To effect this without aUarming the Nabob’s 
suspicions, it was proposed for the Colond to send the Nabob a Letter by 
Scrafton’s Hands acquainting him that he had an affair of Consequence to com- 
municate by which Means Scrafton might have an opportunity of seeing 
Jaffir Aly Khan and confer with him on the plan of Operations for executing 
our project, to assure' him of our Attachment to his Interest, and to use his. 

‘ Endeavours to get such Security as could well be given without discovering the 
Scheme.- 

13. On the 19“* May the Treaty being engrossed in the ma;nner M* "Watts 
had requested, it was signed and sealing by the Admiral and the Members of 
the Committee. 

14. From that Time till the ll*** June, the Colonel received several Letters 
from Watts confirming us in the Opinion we had conceived of the Nabob’s 
writing to Mons’' Bussy to march this Way. and exterpate the English. These 
Letters likewise gave a Detail of the progress of our negotiation with Jaffir Aly 
Khan, who on the 6*’’ ult““ signed, sealed and solemnly swore in the presence of 
M’ Watts, to abide by the Treaty he had made with the English, and to per- 
form punctually the agreement on his part, as soon as he was in Possession of 
the Subahship. 

. 16. Mirza Omar Beg on the IP** ultimo arrived at the French Gardens 
where we assembled a Committee & had the Treaty 'in Persian executed by 
jaffir Aly Khan delivered us by the above mentioned person, who gave us the 
greatest Assurance of his Friendship and Esteem for the English ; that there 
would be very little Difficulty in effecting a Change of Government, and that we 
might depend upon it, Jaffir Aly Khan would be punctual' in performing every 
Article of his Agreement. 

16. M’ Watts, his Letters all urging the immediate March of nur Troops 
towards Muxadavad, and the Committee for many Reasons judging it best to 
lose no ^l^e, as this appeared the most favomrable Conjecture we could have to 
succeed in our Enterprise, and as a Delay might not only produce a Discovery of 
our Confederacy and consequently the ruin of our Project, but would greatly 
diminish om strength, while the Nabob would have Time to augment his army 
by calling in his Troops from all Quarters and enlisting others. It was there- 
fore resolved to set out immediately, and on the IS*** of J une our Troops began 
their March. 

17. On the 19* or 20* June Outwah Town and Fort (a Strong place) was 
taken by our Troops, w-here the Colonel remained two or three Days to get some 
Advice or Letter from Jaffir Aly Khan, having received but one on his Way up. 
The 26* June we had the pleasure to receive a Letter from him with the news 
of a compleat Victory obtained over Seraja Dowla in the plains of Plassy, his 
whole Army and himself being fled, and we in possession of his Camp, Ordnance, 
&®. That Jaffir Aly Khan, Roydoolub and Lutter Cawn had observed a Neutrality 
during the engagement and were with the Colonel at the Time of writing of 
his Letter. 

18. On the 29* we received the agreeable News of Jaffir Aly 'Khan’s 
being in possession of the City and Kila of Muxadavad, that Seraja Dowla had 
withdrawn privately, but it was not doubted would be soon taken, and that 
Mohimloll was prisoner at the City. In a Letter of the 30* June Colonel Olive 
acquainted us of his having seated Jaffir Aly Khan in the Mussnud, and that 
he had received the Homages of his Zemindars and people as Subah of the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa. 

19. We now beg leave to congratulate you Hon’hle Sh’s, and the Com* 
pany. on our Success in this important Business and the Happy change of Gov* 
ernment establish’d in these Dominions so fortunately and speedily. Our Loss . 
has been but very trifling, not above 20 Europeans being kill’d and ^vounded. 

20. The advantages of- the Treaty made with the present Nabob^ are too 
apparent tto want any Comment, if the Terms are punctually complied with, 
which we have -not the least Reason to doubt. But we must take the Liberty 
to recommend to your serious Consideration, the preservation of •^‘‘--Grants 
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meats of the Oonntry Government, to iilnko our l-ricadsliip and Allinnce courP^d, 
to carry on our Trade on the securest l''ooUiig, and to opjjoso Ibu llc-Pettiemcnl 
of the Prenoh in these provinces. 



Crore, 

go to the City — . , , . , 

viltimo informs us to put an End to, all Ucarl-hurnings and .7c.nlot»MC^ betn'cen 
us and the Nabob, lie agreed to refer the Affair tOfTuggutseat's Arbitmtion, that 
the Nabob and ho accordingly wont there and after some Consideratiofj duggnt- 
seat desired the Colonel woulcl not insist immediately on the full^ payment of 
the sums stipulated in the Treaty, but that half should bo made good witbout 
Delay in Money and Jewels, the other half to bo paid in three years at three 
annual and equal payments. These Terms the Colonel consented to ns they 
were better than be expooted, considering the IjOwiicss of the Nn!)ob',s Trea.'iJiry. 
Since which we learn that one-third in Specie of the whole was actimlfy 
embarking on Boats for Calcutta. 

22. But as the bad consequences of deferring the payment of any part of 
the monp.y appeared to us too evident to he allowed of if it could he avoidwl, 
we have wrote the Colonel our SeuHmonts thereon and do.sircd the Gentlemen 
of the Seleqt Committee who are at Muxadavad to use their best endeavours to 
obtain immediate payment, but if that is not to be done, to got some good 
Security from the Nabob to abide by bis Contract, that for our parts wo .should 
prefer^ Juggutseat’s engaging to see it punctually made good, and next to that 
Security a Mortgage of sifcb Lands contiguous to Calcutta whose Kerenues will 
be equal to the sum to be received by us annually. 

2B. Having given you, Hon’ble Sirs, a very particular Detail of our Trans- 
actions since engaging in the Confederacy to set up Jaffir Aly Khan, wc have 
Eeason to flatter ourselves you will approve of our Conduct thro’ the whole 
of this nice but necessary step. 

24). M* Manningham is gone up to Muxadavad to assist in Imst’ning the 
Completion of the Treaty and settling .such Matters as relate to the mercantile 
part of it. 


26. By a Letter from Colonel Olive dated the 30*'' June late at Night, we 
learnt that Seraja Dowla was taken, and by another Letter of the d.’** Instant, 
we are informed of his being cut-off by Jaffir Aly Khan’s Son and.others. 

26. Tranquillity being establish’d by the Change we have been advised of 
People’s Minds more at Ease, and no Apprehensions of Trouble from the Govern- 
ment remaining We have begun the purchase of this Year’s Investment hv 
sending Money to the different Aurungs, and hope witli the assistance of the 
Goods received from Seraja Dowla at our Subordinates and Aurungs to be able 
to send the Company a handsome Eeturn from this Presidency, 

. 27. As the sum of money to be received from the Nabob, even if Ju^’o-ut- 
seat’s Determination is to stand good willjgreatly exceed our Demands for^tho 
Investment, we purpose to advertise that all Interest Notes will ho discharoed 
upon being tendered, and th'atin Case the proprietors do not sue for payment be- 
fore the r‘ Day of October next, the Interest will cease from that Da v. This will 
ease the Company of a very heavy Burden, and we hope .will prove Verv ao-ree- 
ahleNews. In' this place we must beg Leave to remark that by Jugt^ut^at’s 
Determination the Company are to receive for three years successivdly the Sum 
of Sixteen Laaoks and two-thirds of Bupees in' Specie which with the sale of vour 
annual Imports and the Amounts of Bills of Exchange that we shall he under 
a Necessity of granting will he full sufficient, we imagine, for the respective in' 
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vestments of tliose three years without obh'ging the Company to run the Uisque 
of any Bullion for the Supply of' the Presidency till that Term of Years is 
expired. . 

■ 28. These advices are despatched in. GMplicates of the Select.Oommittee of 
Bombay to,, he forwarded to Europe by the quickest Conveyances either by 
shipping or by land. We shall endeavour to send Copies to Port S‘. George to 
he forwarded from thence td.Europe, and shall despatch ^^^Dilligent Schooner 
about the Middle of next month directly home with another Copy of this 
Pacqueet, by which means We hope the Company will get the Intelligence of 
what has happened in Bengali before the Ship’s of next season leave England. 

29. Since writing the afore the Money from Muxadavad is arrived. . 

We are with the greatest Respect, 

Hon'blb Sibs, 

PoBT William, Your most faithful humble Servants, 

1757. ROGER DRAKE, 

RICH” BEOHER. 


T6—The Hon'ble The Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon’ble United Compy of 
Merchants of England Trading to the. East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, — 

By the King Fisher Sloop of War under date IG”* April I gave you 
an acooxmt of the taking, of Chandernagore. The subject of this address 
is an Event of much higher Importance, no less than the entire overthrow 
of Nabob Seraja Dowla and the placing of Jaffir Ally Cawn on the Throne. 

• I intimated in my last how delatory Seraja Dowla appeared in fulfilling the 
articles of the Treaty ; This Disposition not only conimued, but we discovered 
that he was designing our Ruin by a Conjunction with the French. To this end, 
Mons^ Bussy was pressingly invited to come into the Province and .Mens' Law 
of Oossimbuzar (who before had been privately entertained in his Service) was 
order’d to return from Patna. About this Time some of his principal Officers 
made overtures to us for dethroning him, at the Head of these was Jaffir Ally 
Cawn, then Buxey to the Army, a Man as ‘generally esteem’d as the other was 

• detested. As we had Reason to believe the Disaffection partly general. We soon 
entered into Engagements with Jaffir Ally Khan to put the Crown on his 
head. All necessary preparations being compleated with the utmost Secrecy, 
the Army consisting of about 1,000 Europeans and 2,000 Seepoys with 8 pieces 
of Cannon marched from Chandernagore, the 13*’’ June, and arrived the 18“* 
at Outwaw Port which, was taken without OppositiQn. The 22”® in the Evening 

' . we cross’d the River, and Landing on the Island march’d Straight for Plaeis 
Grove where we arrived by one in the Morning. . At day break we discovered 
the Nabob’s Army moving towards us, consisting as we since found of about 
15,000 Horser and 35,000 Poot, with upwards of 40 pieces of Cannon. They 
Approached a pace, and by six began the Attack with a nufiiber of heavy 
Cannon supported by their whole Army, and continued to play on us very 
briskly for several Hours during which our Situation was of the utmost Ser- 
vice to us, being Lodged in a large Grove surrounded with good Mud Banks. 
To succeed in an attempt on their Cannon was next to impossible, as they were 
‘ planted in a manner round us, and at a considerable Distmice from each other, 
we therefore remained quiet in our Post in expectation of a Successful! Attack 
upon their Camp at Night. About Noon the Enemy drew off their Artillery 
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and retired into tlieir Camp being tbe’same wbicb Eoydulub bad left but few 
days before, and wbiob he had fortified with a good Ditch and Breastwork; 
We immediately sent a Detachment accompanied with 2 Field Pieces to take 
possession of a Tank with high Banks which was advanced about .300 Yards 
beyond our Grove, and from whence the Enemy had considerably annoy’d us witli 
some Cannon managed by Frenchmen : This motion brought them out a second 
Time, but on finding them make no 'great Effort ’, to dislodge us, we proceeded 
to take possession of one or two more Eminences lying very near an Angle of 
their Camp ; from whence & an adjacent Eminence Still in their possession 
they kept a smart Fire of Musketry upon us. They made Several Attempts 
to bring out their Cannon but our advanced Field pieces played so Avartnly and 
well upon them that they were always drove back. The Horse exposing them- 
selves a good deal on this Occassion many of them were killed, & among the 
rest four or five Officers of the first distinction, by which the whole Army 
being visibly dispirited and thrown into some Confusion we were encouraged 
to Storm both the Eminence and the Angle of their Camp, which were carried 
at the sarne Instant with little or no loss, though the Latter was defended 
(exclusive of Blacks) by 40 French and 2 Pieces of Cannon, and the former by 
a large Body of Blacks both Foot and Horse. On this a general Eoiit ensued 
and We pursued’the Enemy Six miles, passing upwards of 40 Pieces of Cannon 
they had abandoned, with an Infinite Number of'Hackaries and Carriages filled 
with Bagage of all kind. Seraja Dowla escaped oii a Camel, and reaching Muxa- 
davad early the next Morning dispatched away what Jewels and Treasure he 
conveniently bould, and he himself followed at Midnight with only two or three 
attendants. 


It’s computed there were kill’d of the Enemy about 600. Our Loss 
, amounted to only 22 Killed and 60 Wounded and those chiefly Blacks. Dui’ing 
■ the Warmest Part of the action we observed a large Body of Troops hovering 
on our Right, who proved to be our Friends, but as they never discovered 
themselves by any Signal whatever we frequently fired on them to make them 
keep their Distance. When the Battle was over they sent a congratulatory 
Message and encamp’d in our Neighbourhood that Night. The next mornin«» 
Jaffir Ally Khan paid me a visit and express’d much Gratitude for the Service 
done him, assuring me in the most Solemn Manner that he would faithfully 
perform his Engagements to the English. He then proceeded to the City 
which he reached some Hours before Seraja Dowla left it. ^ 

As immediately on Seraja Dowla’s Flight JaEFir Ally Khan found him- 
self in peaceable possession of the Palace and City, I encamped without to pre- 
. vent the Inhabitants from being plundered or disturbed, first at Maudipoorand 
afterwards at the French Factory at Sydabad. However I sent forward Messrs 
Watts & Walsh to enquire into The State of the Treasury and inform me 
what was transacting at the Palace. By their Representations I soon found it 
necessary for me to be present op many Accovmts. Accordingly the 29‘’‘ I 
entered the City with a Guard of 200 Europeans and 300 Seepoys and took uu 
my Quarters in a Spacious House and Garden near the Palace The same 
Evening I waited on Jaffir Ally Khan who refused Seetting himself on the 
Musnud till placed on it by me, which done, he received Homage as Nabob 

from all his Courtiers. The next morning he returned my visit when 
a good deal of Discourse on the Situation of hisAffairs'I recommended 
to him to consult Juggutseat on aU Occasions, who as a Man of sense dnd 
by far of the greatest property among all his subjects, would give him the best* 
advice for settling the Kingdom in peace and Security. On this he nronS 
that we should immediately set out Together to visit him, Which being complied 
mth. Solemn Engagement were enter’d into by the three Parties for a Strict 
Hnion and mutual Support of each others Interest. Juggatseat then undflvfnlS 
to use his whole Interest at Delhi, which is certainly ve^yeSSK 
pttheNabob acknowledged by the Mogul and our Late Grants confirmed 
likewise procure for us any other Phirmaunds we might have occasion for. ’ 
The Substance of the Treaty with the present Nabob is, vie . • 

P'— Conformation of the Mint and all other Grants and *Privilpd<,pa 
the Treaty with the late Nabob. edges in 

. 5"‘'--An AUiance offensive and defensive against all Enemies whatever. • 
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— The French Factories and Effects to he delivered up, and they never 
permitted to re--settle.in any of the three Provinces. 

4'*— One .hundred Lack of Rupees to he paid to the Company .in con- 
sideration of their Losses at Calcutta and the Expences of the Campaign. 

5“ — Fifty Lack of Rupees to. he given to the English Sufferers at the 
Loss of Calcutta. 

6 ^ — Twenty Lack to JTentoos, Moors, Black Sufferers at the Loss of 
Calcutta. * 

7*^ — Seven Lack to the Armenian Sufferers. These three last Donations to 
he distributed at- the pleasure of the Admiral and the Gentlemen of Council 
including me. ’ , 

8'» — The entire Property of all Lands within the- Moratto Ditch which- 
rup round Calcutta to he vested in the Company, also six hundred yards all 
round without the said Ditch. 

9“ — The Company to have the Zemmindarry of the Country to the South 
of Calcutta lying between the Lake and River and reaching as far as Culpee, 
they paying the Customary Rents paid by former Zemmindafs to the Govern- 
ment. , 

JO'* — ^Whenever the Assistance of the English Troops shall he wanted 
their extraordinary Charges to he paid by the Nabob. 

JJ'* — ^No Forts to he erected by the Government on the River Side from - 
Hughley downwards. 

15“ — ^The foregoing Articles to he performed without Delay as soon as 
Jaffir Ally Khan becomes Suhah. 

On Examining the Treasury there were found about 150 Lack of Rupees 
which being too little to answer our Demands, much less leave a sufficiency for 
the Nabob’s necessary Disbursements, it was ref err’d to Juggutseat as a mutual • 
Friend to Settle what paym* should be made to us, who accordingly determined 
that we should immediately receive one-half of our Demand in Money & 

^ in Gold and Silver Plate, Jewels and Goods, and that the other half should be 
ffischarged in three years, and three equal and annual payments. 

The part to be paid in ready money is received and safely arrived at 
Calcutta, and the Goods, Jewels, &'**, are now delivering over to us, the major 
part of these will be bought back by the Nabob for ready money, and on the 
remaining Part there .will be little or no Loss. A large proportion was pro- 
posed to have been paid us in Jewels, but as they are not a very Saleable 
Article we got the Amount reduced one-half, and the Difference to be made 
Good in Money. 

It is impossible as yet to form a Judgement how much the granted Lands 
will produce you, as the Europeans- are qidte ignorant of the Extent of the 
Country between the River and Lake, but in order to give you some Idea of the 
value I’ll venture to estimate it at 10 Lack Annum. An Officer on the 
part of the Nabob is already dispatched to Calcutta to begin the Survey in 
Corhpany with one of om-s. 

Sefaja Dowla was not discovered till some Days after his Flight, however 
he was at last taken in the Neighbourhood of.Rajahmaul & brought to Mux- 
adavad the 2"* Instant late at Night. He was immediately cut off by order of 
the Nabob’s Son, and as it islsaid without the father’s knowledge. Next morning 
the Nabob paid me a -dsit and thought it necessary to palliate the matter on 
Motives of Policy, for that Seraja Dowla had on the Road wrote Letters to 
many of the Zemindars of the Army, and oceassioned some Commotion among 
them in his favour. 

Mons’'- Law and his party came down as far as Rajahmaul to Seraja 
Dowla’s Assistance and were within 3 Hours March of him when he was taken- 
As soon as th’gy heard of his misfortune they return’d by forced Marches and 
by the last Advice had passed by Patna on the other side of the River. A party 
of Europeans and Seepoys were quickly dispatched after them, but I am doubt- 
ful if we shall he able tp overtake them before they get out of the Nabob’s . 
Dominions. Strong Letters have been wrote from the Nabob to the Naib of 


Patna to Distress tliom all in his Power and tnico tlicni prisoners if possible, a 
Oomplianco with which ! am in impatient Expectation of. 

I ouRht to observe that the Pronch I spolto of in the Ac|ion were some 
Eueitives from Ohandernagoro who had nsscmblcd at Sjv nhnd. It was by 
thoir Advices and indeed by their Hands that the Englisli hnclory at Cossim- 
buzar was burned and destroyed after our Gcntlouicn had (putled it on the 
Renewal of the Troubles. 

The present Nabob, has every appeamnep of being firmly and durably 
Seated on the Throne. The wliolo Country has quietly submitted to him, and 
even, the apprehension of an Inroad from the side of Delhi is vanishtul. So that 
this • great llevolution, so happily 'brought alioiit, Seems compleat in every 
Respects, I persuade myself the Iraportauce of yoiir Possc.ssions now m Deng.nl 
will determine you to scud out not only a largo and early supf)!;' of Troop.s and 
good officers, but of capable young Gentlemen for tbo Civil IJvanehes of your 
Business. 


I shall shortly have an opportunity of writing hy an lixprc.^-s Vessel in- 
tended to he dispatched from Calcutta. But for fear of accidents I forward 
these Advices by Way of Bombay. 


I liave the honor to ho with tho greatest Respect, 
HOKOUIIABLK SllLS, 

Mtjxadabad, Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

S&^ July 1767. ROBERT OLIVE. 


• 

•To— The Hon'blo tbo Seorot Committco for Affnirs of tbo Ilon’blo UnitO'l Comp.ioy 
of KoFcbants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Honopbablb Sms, — 

My Letter of the 126"* July, three Copies* of which were forwarded hy the 
Way of Bombay and Fort S‘ George, and a fourth is now enclosed, contains tljc 
particulars of the great and happy revolution in this Kingdom effected by your 
arms : Very little has since happened in tho Military Province for me to 
acquaint you with. 

Notwithstanding the urgent Letters wrote both by tlic Nabob and myself 
to Ramnaram, the Naib of Barhar, to distress and impede tho French in 
their Rout through his Country, they were suffered to pass unmolested, whether 
through inclination or Cowardice, I cannot yot determine. By my last advices 
they had reached Benaras, a City about (50 miles beyond the Limits of this 
Government, belonging to a Rajah tributary to tbo Nabob of Oud, in whoso 
Service they will be probably be entertained. M' Law in answer to some Over- 
tures I made to him and his Party for surrendering themselves seems to 
build on such a Support. The Detachment sent after them consisting of 200 
Europeans and 600 Sepoys arrived the 8"* of this month at Ohuppra,'’ahout 36 
miles on the other side of Patna and within 16 of.tho Boundary of the Nabob’s 
Dominions, beyond which they have orders not to pass. About Twenty of the 
French deserted to us, and though the principal Design of taking the whole 
Party Prisoners has miscarried through Ramnaram’s Misbehaviours, vet I have 
Reason to think the Expedition has been of some Service to the Nabob in awing 
the Province of Bahar into Submission, a Country notorious for it’s Tnrliiilp«f.o 
and Disobedience to the Soobah. -i-uromence 

Some of Serajah Dowla’s Letters to the French having fallen into my Hands 
1 enclose a Translate of them (Paper No. 5) Just to shew you the. -Nec^sarv we 
were reduced to of attempting his Overthrbw. I was fully apprized of aU his 
Proceedings by Means of M' Watts, with whom I kept up a yety fuR Corre 
spondence, too voluminous indeed to transmit you a Transcript of at least at this 
. Opportunity. I must here do that Gentlemen the Justice to say his Services at 
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tlie Duvhar Imvo boon very great as well in promoting the Ruin of the French 
as in negotiating the Treaty with JaOir Ally Catvn; Omichund likewise had 
merited well while noting in concert with SI' SYntts, but I bad Reason to think 
Ins intriguing Disposition was carrying him too far in the Pursuit of his private 
Interest, therefore recommended to him a visit of Devotion to Slalda. He is a 
person'capablc of rendering you great Services while Properly restrained, there- 
fore not to bo wholly discarded. 

On my first arrival at Cossimbuzar I desired the Gentlemen of the Select 
Committee would send up TsV Mnnningham to assist with M' Watts in drawing 
up a Treaty ^Yith the present Nabob more formal than that ho first signed, to see 
proper Perwannahs issue for the Mint and the Granted Lands, and in short to 
attend to the civil parts of Business which were to bo carried on here. Permit 
me therefore to leave to the Gentlemen of the Select Committee the Account 
of all such Transactions. I will only observe that since my last Advice about Six- 
teen Lack Sixty five Thousand Rupees has been paid by the Nabob in ready 
^ Jkloncy on account of the Goods we were to have received : Jewels to the 
* Amount of about 3 Lacks arc already delivered to us, and we are still to receive 
Silver to the Amount of about 2 Lacks, and Fine Muslins, Shawls, &“ about 4 
Lacks, the Remainder is promised us in ready iloncy as soon as some Treasui’e 
daily expected from Purnco arrives. In my last when I acquainted you with the 
Articles of tlic Treaty I forgot to mention a Promise from the Nabob to the 
Navy and Army of 60 Lacte, which is subject to the same periodical Payments 
as the other Donations arid has a Concern in the above mentioned Receipts. 

In the Book of Country Letters now forwarded arc. Translates of those I 
have wrote to .the Nanna of the Marottoes, Salabat Jung and the Moghol 
(No. 160 ; 200 ; & 202 :) Some Days before my Setting out on the Expedition to 
Muxadavad arrived Letters from the Nanna directed to the Govcrnoi*, desiring 
the Alliance of the English, and that wc would enter into no Treaty with Sera- 
jah Dowla for that ho would engage to enter the Province with 160,000 Marot- 
tocs and make good to us double of all the Losses wo' had sustained, that as we 
were powerful in Ships wo might keep out the French by Sea and he would 
take cai'c to do it by Land. No other use was made of the Letter at that Time 
than to send it to Serajah Dowla in order to obtain his ConGdcncc and prevail 
on him to withdraw his Army from Places whore they had been encamped for 
some Time through Mistrust of us. You will observe I have wrote to the Nanna 
of our strict Alliance with the present Nabob, and that I have engaged his 
Promise that the customary annual Chout shall ho duly paid. 

You will hear from others the particulars of the Loss of Bandamalanka 
Nilhipclli and Vizagapatam. It is much to be regretted that the Escape of the 
Garrisons of the two last was not timely provided for : M' Perceval and the 
Officers from Vizagapatam being arrived hero on Parole, a Court of Enquiry is 
ordered on the latter. 

My last advices from • Fort S* George are of the 29*'* June, when the 
English and French armies were encamped near one another in the Neighbour- 
hood of TTandiwash. They were rather more numerouse in Europeans, but we 
had the advantage in Blacks. It w’as generally thought that no action would 
be attempted on cither Side till one or the other was reinforced from Europe. 
Before our Army took the Field, the French had made an unsuccessful attempt 
on Tritehinopoly ; The most disagreeable Circumstance that has happened in 
that Quarter is the revolt of the Madura and Nelloor Countries through the 
Perfidy of two of the Nabob's Brothers, Mauphos Oawn and Nazabulla Cawn, 
who were on the point of being chastised, when the French marched against 
Tritehinopoly and thereby put a Stop to our Proceedings. 

The Gentlemen of Fqrt S* George have been very urgent with me' for my 
.'returning with the Troops to the Coast, judging I apprehend that after the Con- 
clusion of the Peace with Serajah Dowla and the Reduction of Cbandernagor© 
there was little left to be done in Bengal. A sufficient knowledge of Serajah 
Dowla’s Disposition must have induced another Way of thinking. It was very 
early visible he bore a deep resentment against the English arid that aU his 
Compliances sprung solely from Fear. To have weaken’d our Force vVould have 
been loosing the Reins to his Malice and Insolence. The Fronoh Subordinates 

X47 r- D. 
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vrevB still tn be destroyed, and if possible themselves totally exterpated from bis 
Kingdom. Some of the capital Points of the Treaty were not complied with, 
such as putting us in Possession of the Villages, admitting the Currency of our 
Siccas, and restoring to us such part of the Plunder of Osiloutta as was brought 
to Account in the Oircarry Boohs : These Circumstances without Mention of 
the Alarms of Mous’' Bussy’s Marching this Way and being joined hy the 
Nabob, will shew the Necessity there was for detaining the Troops, and I flatter 
myself the great Event which has since happened will fully justify my Conduct 
both to you and the Gentlemen of Port S‘ George. 

I hope by this Time the Coast has received a Considerable Eeinforcement 
froni Europe, the late Arrival ' of your Shipping giving Eoom to conclude that 
they sailed in a Eleet accompanied by Men of War. Detaching Troops from 
hence to Madrass at this Season can be of little use there on. Account of the 
approaching Bains, and might be of fatal Cons.eq[uences to the affairs of this 
Kingdom where the Government is so newly settled that it’s Enemies have 
hardly had Time to declare themselves. The Disposition of the Naib of Patnai ^ 
the Nabob of Cud, and the Marottoes is not yet clearly known. For these ‘ 
Heasons it may Ise necessary to delay the Return of the Madrass Troops till 
December or January, when their passage will cost them but few Days, how- 
ever the advices froni the Coast we hourly expect will greatly serve to deter- 
mine what Measures are best to be pursued. For my own Part be assured Gentle- 
men that it is solely a Desire of seeing your affairs, important as they now are, 
firmly established that detains me in Bengal. The Nabob^s Generosity has enabled 
me to live with Satisfaction in England, and the frequent attacks I have here 
of a nervous Disorder make me very desirous of an Opportmiity of changing 
this climate. 


I haVe in all my Letters pressed for a large Force to be sent to this Settle- 
ment, and I don’t doubt Gentlemen but the Importance now of your Possessions 
as well as expectations will induce you to use your utmost Efforts to secure 
them. The Nabob who looks upon us as his chief Support is very desirous that 
we should have a strong Fort and Garrison near his Capital. Our old Factory at 
Cossimbuzar is improper on many Accounts, M' Brohier therefore is shortly ’ . 
come up from Calcutta to pitch on the best Spot for a Fortification, and tcl s^\; 
about raising it with the utmost Expedition. I think it necessary to rsiiark that 
one or more capable Engineers should be sent out, was an -A^c^ent tohapuen to 
M' Brohier here or M* Call at Fort S‘ George TET'shduld be at an absolute 
Loss to carry on your Works at one or place. 

* ^ to be with the greatest Respect, 

MuxAnAVAD, Honorable Sir’s 

»''-''****^ Tour most obliged humble Servant, 


ROBERT CLIVE. 


To— The Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble the United Company 
of Merchants of England. 

Mat it piiEAse totjb Honottbs, * 

• 1 . We addressed you.last by his Majesty’s Sloop the JFVsAer, a Dupli- 
cate of that Letter is enclosed. This Vessel being Dispatched to give your • 
Honours an Account of the Revolutions effected by the Assistance of our 
Troops in the Government of these Provinces. We beg leave to congratulate you 
on an Event, so glorious for the Nation and so benificial to the Company. By 
this opportunity we‘ shall give you a summary Account of what has occurred 
under our Management since the Close of our Letter King ^her. 

2. We informed your Honours of. our having sent the Marlborough to 
Fort S^ George for the Woollen Goods, Copper, &®“, detained theife out of the 
Consignments for this Place. She returned the Beginning of last month with 
such pa:rt of those Consignments as remained unsold or not us’d, and we have 
ordered the Captain to get her in Readiness to take in the Hon'ble Company’s 
Goods for, Europe &-purpose to lade on her about 4,000 Bags of Salt Petre, her 
Charter Party Tonnage of Redwood, and about 700 Bales with which Cargo we 
Shall return that Sliip to Fort S‘ George to be fill’d' up arid . finally dispatched 
for Europe from hence. 
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3. Admiral Pocock having recommended M' Peter Mac Lesbian for the 
Command of this Vessel, Wo have given him charge of her, being -well satisfied 
of his Capacity as a Seaman, & that he nill do his utmost to carry, the import- 
ant Intelligence to your Honours. Wo have jjermitted him* to put on Board 
a small adventure agreeable to the enclosed Manifest. 

4. The Mermaid Sloop is under dispatch for Madrass (all Communication 
by Land being cutt off) on -which Vessel we shall send 8 or 900 Bags of Salt 
petre for the use of that Settlement. 

6. Wc shall endeavour to send the President & Council of Bombay the 
Quantity of Petre they have -wrote for by such Conveyances as may be destined 
for that side of India. Wo "n'rotc to Admiral Wateon to put the Frothetor 
under our Orders that wc might lade some part of the Petre designed for 
Bombay on that Ship, but the Squadron being in want of a Storeship he could 
not acquiesce with our Bequest. 

6. Upon the arrival of the Marlhro* v^q fixe’d the Sale of your Honours 
♦ woolen Goods, Copper, Lead, Madeira for the IS'** of this month* & have 

•given the usual notice of tho Day of Sale both here & at Muxadavad. By the 
Marlbro* wcshall inform your Honours of the Sale thereof. 

7. Several Purchasers of Broad Cloth, Ledd, &“ before the Loss of the 
Seetllement having paid into the Treasury the amount of their Purchases -with- 
out having taken them out of tho Pactory Pititioned us after our Be-establish- 
ment to be allowed a Salvage of what was found of the Sortments they had 
purchas’d, this being esteemed reasonable. we consented to it. A few Days 
since IMr. Edvard Halden Cruttonden Petitioned the Board by Letter to be 
paid the .Ballancc of his Purchase of Broad.Clotb, as he apprehended those 
Goods being lost in the Eactory were looked upon by the Habbb as the Com- 
pany’s Property, in consideration of which he had given a large sum of Money. 
This being debated in* Council we were of opinion the Goods in the Pactory 
which had been paid for were at the Bisque of the Purchaser though not 
taken away,^ & therefore we refused to comply with the Request made in the 
above mentioned Letter as we could not esteem the Company responsible for 
such Goods. 

8. Tho President & Council of Port S‘ George having sent us One hundred 
Tons of'Coppei: by the Protector it turned out M*"* lB33-d‘ short in weight 
upon its Delivery here, the amount of which Deficienev was demanded of Cap‘ 
England. In consequence of this Demand he addresseu tho Board and assured 
us there was no pother Copper on Board than the Company’s, and as he had 
deliver’d right in Tale he imagrajed the Deficiency must be owing to some Mis- 
take at Madrass, upon this assurance the Board have -wav’d the Demand upon 
Cap* England supposing the Difference to be o-wing to the Method of weighing 
off Goods at Madrass where they weighed by largo Draughts of a Candy, & in 
Bengal by a Draught of five Maunds. 

9. Under this Head We beg leave to remark that your Servants at Port 
S* George have invoiced the Copper & Wine sent us by Protector & Marlbro' 
at the price those Articles sold for at their Settlement instead of the prices they 
were invoiced at from Europe & Madeira, by which means the profits which 

. should appear in our Books will he carried to the Credit of their Presidency. 
We have made this Remark to M' Pigot & his Council, & as the method they 
have taken is irregular & improper, we have informed them we should give 
•AccounE Current London -Credit for the jvhole of the Consignments sent us last 
Year, & their Presidency for the part they have detained. 

10. By the Establishment of Patna Pactory we have hopes of selling part 
of the Company’s Imports at a greater Advantage than of late Years they have 
sold for in Calcutta, hut this will ’depend nevertheless on the tranquiliiy of the 
upper parts of the Empire where those Commodities are chiefly carried & 
Consumed. 

11. Hitherto we have not been able to make any great Progress in the La- 
vestment of this Season. The delay made by the late Nabob in performing his 
Treaty & returning our Goods seiz’d by his Orders, the apprehensions we were 
under, of a fresh Rupture with, and the want of a sufficiency of Cash to supply 
the Aurungs with any large sums of Money were all of them so many Imped:- 
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meats to our commeacing the provision of- our Investments. The coarse Sort* 
meiits made near Calcutta the Export Wareliquse Keeper was ordered to pur- 
chase early in April, & small sums of money advanced for that, purpose. Since, 
the change of Government Gomastahs have been sent to the several Aurungs, 
with money who are directed to provide the Cloth of their respective Aurungs 
on the most reasonable Teims they can procure them ta,king particular Care not 
to debase their Quality. 

■ 12. Junior Servants are also gone to all our Subordinates with Lists of 
Investments and Directions to provide if possible the full of their Orders. 

13. The Agents for disposing tlie Effects taken at Chandernagore have 
offered us a Considerable parcel of Cloth proper for your Honours Use, part, of 
those Goods have been sorted & the Price adjusted. We have likewise made 
them offers for the Eemaihder and hope very shortly to settle the Whole. 

14. That w^e might not be disappointed of a large. Investment this Season 

by trusting entirely to the Purchases of our Gomastahs, we have resolved to 
receive in our Oottah any Goods offered us for ready money if equal in Quality « 
to what our Gomastahs provide. • ‘ 

15. As we were prevented by our unhappy Situation last year from send- 
ing your honours the usual Quantities of Goods annually forwarded from hence, 
as wo flatter ourselves the Loss of Chandernagore will have a good effect in the 
Company’s Sales, We think it for the Intei’est of our Employers not to confine 
ourselves too closely to the Orders contained in the List of Investments 
Walpole in respect to the Goods to be sent home, as it was not possible for your 
Honours then to. foresee the above mentioned Circumstances. We hope our 
Conduct therefore will not be disapproved of should we exceed your Orders, As 
nothing induces us to that Measure but the hopes of it’s proving very beneficial ' 
to our Honorable Masters. 

16. A parcel of the Company’s Silk wound off before the seizure of 

Cossimbuzar by Suraja Dowlah having been purchased by some Guggerat 
Merchants it was offer’d us again at the same Price they bought it. As the 
silk was extremely good we gave Mess™ Watts & Manningh4m orders to buy 
it up which they have done accordingly and we -hope to send it Home 
Marlhoroiigh. , . 

17. We wrote likewise to those Gentlemen to endeavor to .make Contracts 
with the Merchants at Oossim for the Quantities of Kaw Silk, Silk Piece Goods 
& Gurrahs ordered in the List of Investment *5^ Walpole, To which they have 
replied, that they have employed a Gomastah to procure the Piece Goods and Gur- 
rahs of 72 Cavid. But there is no prospect of getting any more Kaw Silk this 
Season fit for the Company’s Use, for which Keasonthey recommend our provid- 
ing the Badnagur Silk by a Gomastah, which they imagine in Europe, as it is a 
strong & even Silk. To this we have replied that we shall endeavour to pur- 
chase some of that Sortment of Silk by way of Trial, but as it has never been 
sent homo before nor is wrote for by the Company, we think it imprudent to 
send any large Quantity to Europe. 

18. Soon after the taking of Chandernagore we applied to the Directore 
& C“ of Hughley to Contract with us for 60,000 Maunds of Salt Petre to which 
we could get no definitive Answer. And Omychund having since offered to 
deliver 68,000 M^* of that Article in time for the despatch of this year’s Ship- 
ping, Wo have agreed to take it of him at Six AK® Eactory Maunds, 20,000 
M**’ to bo delivered in September, 15,000 in November So the Remafiider in 
Fcbruaiy. We have the satisfaction lucewise to hear from M' -Pearkes at Patna 

that he is likely to make a Contract for 40,000 Maunds of Petre at CR® 6 6a 

Factory Maund to bo delivered in Calcutta free of all Risque So OhargeX 
which Contract We have empowered him to make, as we esteem it extrernely 
reasonable. Wlien the other Servants set' out for Patna we shall transmit a 
List of Investment for that factory So direct them to procure the Sortmehts of 
Goods wrote for this Season by your Honours. 

19. The Select Committee, whose Province it is, will inform your Honours 
of the Particulars of the Revolutions in the Government of these Provinces by 
wliat means effected, & the share We had in those Transactions. By ’the 
enclosed Translate of the Treaty made with JaflSer Ali Khan you will observe 
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the advantage redounding to the Company by the Change. We have the fur- 
ther 'Pleasure to inform you that the Suhah acquits himself of his Engagement 
to ovir entire satisfaction, that his Sunnud is extremely full, & greater Immuni- 
ties allowed the Company in it than . the Phirmaund specifies, and that the 
Privilege of our Mint is much more extensive than the Perwannah granted in 
for that purpose by Surajah Dowlah. 

20. The Coungoe’s Man being arrived to make a Survey of the Districts 
Porgunnah, Villages, Towns, &*., to be granted us by the Nabob, We have 
ordered Captain Kobert Barker to attend him in his Survey, & make a rough 
Plan of the Course of thp Lake, its Depths, &c\, that we may he able to ascer- 
tain and determine the Boundaries of the Territory to he granted us, from 
which Svirvey & Plan when complcated & perfected, We flatter ourselves many 
advantaaes will arise to the Trade of this Settlement. 

21. As a fresh Treaty with the present Suhah is drawing up to he recipro- 
cally executed by him & us, the Select Committee requested this Boa?d w'ould 

• consider any amendments or alterations in the articles of the former Treaty 
for the advantage of the Company. In consequence of this Bequest weTiave 
recommended to those Gentlemen at Muxa'davad to have the Treaty signed by 
the Nabob’s Son as well as himself, & that it specify .it’s Binding to his Succes- 
sors & Heirs. We have likewise desired them to get the 10*'* Article relating 
to the Assistance of our Troops explained, as the word made use of in the flrst 
Treaty (f.e., Coracky) implies no more than Diet money. 

22. The President rememb’ring something of a Machulka exacted from 
jVP Slackhousc when Chief of Cossimbuzar not to trade for Salt or Goods & 
Grmn not designed for Exportation, and of a prohibition of the .Government 
forbidding our winding off or purchasing the Head Setters only of Baw Silk, 
Wo have desired the Gentlemen at Muxadavad to have the above mentioned 
Matchulka and Prohibition made null and void as we are not restrained in those 
Particulars by the Phirmaund. 

23. Hpon the Arrival of People from Muxadavad for coining our Money, 
We appointed the President M' Erankland & M*^ Boddam a Committee to 
make an Assay of the Coinage of the different Species of Bullion, & report to 
the Board how an hundred ounces of each Species will turn out in Sicca’s'of ' 
equal Weight & fineness of those stamped at Muxadavad, & what the charges 
will be of Coinage, that we might establish our Mint upon a solid footing. 
Hitherto that Committee has made no Beport, but some Bupees have been 
stamped & sent up to Muxadavad for Trial, where they have been approved of. 
Wo purpose to establish our Mint upon the same footing with that of Madrass. 

24. M! Watts having procured a Perwannah for our resettling at Patna ' 
without any Extra • Expences to the Durbar OflBcers, we thought it the most 
favourable Juncture we could have for establishing that Eactory, & by that 
means securing a Provision of Petre which at this Time we judged of the utmost 
Importance. Accordingly Mess" Pea^kes, Batson & Billers were ordered to 
proceed to transmitt us advice of the State of the markets there in order to 
Broad Cloth, Copper, Lead, & Iron, & to inform ns if Salt Petre was procurable 
.& upon what Terms. Mf Pearkes set out immediately & is now at Patna, the .. 
other Gentlemen waited till the Disturbances then in agitation were Settled, 
and will proceed to Patna in a few days. 

26.. As the large Sums of Money we shall receive from the -Nabob with 
what Will he paid into the Treasury for Bills of Exchange will he more than 
sufiBcient for our Occasions for this year. We think it would he imprudent to 
cncrease your Honour’s Bisque at this SettlemSbt which is as yet in no Posture 
to resi^ an European Eorce. We have therefore wrote to the other Presiflen- 
cies to send no. Money or -Bullion to this Place till they hear further from us. 

26. Having purchased a pared of..Bedwood of the Captors of Chander- 
nagore, we have desired the President & 0“ of Port S* George -to send us none 
of that Article if they are necessitated to pay freight for having it brought 
hither. 

^ . 27. We must not omit that we have desired the Gentlemen at Muxadavad 
to get the annual Pescash made payable for the future at Muxadavad instead 
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of Hugliley, & to pay the Pescash for the proceeding year that no Trouidn may 
he given in fiitnre on that 'Pretence. 

2«. The President laid hoforc ns in the month of jMnrch a Letlw from 
him to* the Hon’ble the Secret Committee hi Jingland advising of Capiain 
Prohier’s being ordered to repair to.tlus'Scttlomont & lay a Plan for erecting 
Portifications as might secure it from the Attempts of an Euroj)enn Enemy, and 
directing a standing Committee to be formed for procuring Materials on the 
Cheapest Terms and earn ing on the Works with Economy. In consctpicnce 
of these Directions, the President SP I'rankland & I^rackctt ivern nppomled 
to be a Committee for the above-men tioned Purpose, of \\luch •Committee M' 
Brohier when present was to bo a Member. 

29. Immediately after the Receipt of these advices we ndv(*rtiscd that wc 

were willing to Contract for all kinds of Materials for Building. The Com- 
mittee above mentioned likewise wrote to Dacca & Ballnsorc for the l*ric(;s of 
Timbers, -Planks, Chunam, at those Places. Their answer were laid before 

the Board, hut the Prices being esteem’d too high, the Committee were desired to 
look out for those Articles nearer to Calcutta & to procure them on cheaper 
Terms. 

30. Captain Brohier arrived in the Marlhro' the Beginning of last .Month 
& has delivered us a Letter purposing to erect a Citadel to the Southward of 
the old Dock as soon as. possible for the Defence of the River & the Company’s 
Effects, & when that is pompleated & executed, to fortify the white Tower with 
u Glacis, "Wells, Ditch, That your Honours may better judge of this Place 
we transmitt you a Copy of his Letter enclosed. It has been twice read and 
considered in Council, & Captain Brohier has been desired to .survey the Ground 
& Deliver a Plan of the Citadel he intends building as soon aspos.siblo, which lie 
has promised. In the mean tioie wo have ordered all the houses to Die South- 
ward of the Old Dock to be survey’d & valued by six Appraisci’s — Three on 
hehj&f of the Company & throe to ho chosen by the proprietor of every house 
survey’d, an Umpire to be elected to determine the Valuation if they can’t agree 
among themselves. By the foregoing method wc flatter ourselves* all Cause of 
Complaint will ho obviated, 

31. Having mentioned that by the foregoing Method we hope all Cause of 
Complaint will be obviated, it will not be improjicr to explain that part of our 
Letter by informing your Honours that Mr. Edward Halden Cruttenden soon 
after his Return from the . Coast addressed us -on the Subject of his Houses 
levelled after the retaking of Calcutta for an Esplanade to the Pactory, com- 
plaining of the low valuation set on his Dwelling House, & that of the late 
Edward :Byre,-'Esq’;'Deo’d, as likewise of the irregularity of doing, the proprie- 
tors having never been informed of the Resolution of Council nor desir’d to 
chose Persons on their own Behalf to be present at the Appraisement which is 
Customary in such like cases. To this we reply’d by our Secretary that those 
Houses had been surveyed & estimated’hy four impartial Gentlemen at which 
Valuation we were willing to pay M^ Cruttenden for his Houses. This renlv 
not being satisfactory he sent in another Letter to the Board repoatin" his 
Complaints of the Irregularity of the Appraisement, & further setting forth that 
his own Dwelling House had been burnt by the Party of Soldiers and Volunteoi's 
who were posted there, on their being withdrawn to prevent the Enemy from 
getting possession of and annoying the Port from the I'op Terasses. This" hein«- 
a known Pact we esteemed it but reasonable to make him an Allowance for it & 
having agreed to pay him 12,000 Rupees for the House but cannot encreaso the 
valuation of the other" as the method taken by tbe Gentlemen appointed to value 
the Houses then designed to be levelled appears to us very proper & satisfactory 
which is entered at large on the. Pace of. our Consultation of the 4.*'' Instant. 

32. The Gentlemen of Muxadavad have informed us in their Letters that 
the Nabob is very pressing with them to fortify Cossimbuzar, or if the Snot 
wliicb our Pactory now stands"upon is inconvenient, he will give them anv other 
Spot of Ground they choose upon the Island, They have considered the ‘Utilitv 
of having a strong Portification well garrison’d so near the'Capital, & have desired 
Captain Brohier .may he sent up to pitch upon a proper Situation for foi'tifvine 
& plan out a strong- Port. The Nabob has likewise requested of them to build 
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n I'orl nt llnjamall at his Chrirgo. Wc matin (his Itnown (o Capt" Ih-ohior, tt 
tlcsircd him (o sol mil. as soon as hn convimicndy could for Cossimhuznr. 

33. AVo purpose (o return the Uuntev Schooner in a few Days to the 
Kegrais, request the Chief (herntonrovido. a CJ,uan(ity of Teak Timbers of (he 
Dimensions sjuK-iHed in Cnpt*' Drohier's lnvtm(ory. 

3t. His Majesty's Ship (he Kent being contlemned, it rcpor(cd unfit to 
proceed to Sea, we. have ajipliod to Admiral AVatson for (ho use of the Guns 
with their Shot for our^nnw Works, (ill we nan he ]»rnp(‘rly supplied hy your 
Honours, or catt lujrnhajTe the .said Guns & Sln>t of (he Hoard of Ordnance, 
which he has acquiesecd with, it we heg I/O.avn to renomnumd it to your Honours 
to endeavor to ]mrrhnse of the Hoard of Ordnance the said Guns & Shot for (he 
i'ortitications to he erected in Jkngall. 

35. Hpon the. conclusion of the late Dlsturhauccs & the new Government 
established, We purpos’d to appoint. Chiefs to all o\>r Subordinates & settle 
them u]ion some established I'Vioting. Accordingly "We wrote to Mess" M'atts 
&. Manniugham to know if either of tliem chose to he appointed Chief of Cos- 
.simhuxar, T.atna or D.acoa. M’ Watts has chosen to remain at Co.‘s«imhuzar, 
& the Council have ap])ointed with him Mess” Hastings, Sykes & Hugh 
M'atts. M*e. then debated for appointing Chiefs to Dacca & I’atna, hut the 
■Weight of llusinocs in Calcutta at this Juncture making it necessary to have, 
as many Member'^ of (he Hoard upon the Spot ns possihlc, wc have dcfTcrrcd 
c.stahlishing :»ny Chiefs at those two Places for the present, & have directed 
M^ IVarkcs to repair to His Scat at the Board upon the arrival of Mess*^* 
Batson & Hillcns. 

CG. On the 31*' of. ^^a^ch Major Kill pal rick advised us of his being under 
n Kcecssily of returning to ICurope for his Health. M'c arc therefore to 
request your Honour-s will appoint a Person to Succeed him ns M.njdr of this 
Settlement. 

37. M' Edward I/*ycoster, one of your Covenanted Servants of the last 
Season demised the 15"' of 3^1. arch, & we hear hy private Letters from Cossini 
th.it the Hevorend M' Cahho departed this Life on the 2S"' Ultimo, hy wliose 
Death the Chaplain’s Places arc Vacant. Wc must therefore desire your 
Honours will fill up tho.'^c Vncaneic.s hy the first opportunity. 

38. There being a Great Scarcity of Covenanted Servants in Calcutta, wc 
have entertained SP Hewitt a.s a monthly writer with the. same Allowances as 
your own Servants, & hog Leave to recommend him to he covenanted upon this 
Estahlishmcnt, he is appointed in the Secretary’s Ofllce. 

39. The large sums of money laying in our Treasury being ^rcjilly move 
than wc shall want for our Investments & Chnrge.s, we have advertised ^hat-JHL^ 
Interest will he paid on Company’s Bonds ftfler (ho first day of October no.vt, 

^ that all Bonds tendered for Payment will he ijnmedintcly discharged. By 
this method wc hope to free yovir Honours of the heavy Debt owing by the 
Company at this Presidency. 

‘10. The same motive made us take into Consideration whether wo should 
grant Bills of E.vchangc on your Honours by the Vcssell and the Mcrlbro' for 
all sums paid for that purpose. It was the opinion of the Board (in w liicU the 
, Gentlemen at Muxadavad concur) that no Bills hy the foregoing Vessels should 
be granted, hut for the ]ivoduco of Coral, Amber Beads, Monies j)aid in 
Account the Estates of Deceased Persons, & small sums remitted homo for 
Heccssavies. Wc were induced to tliis Bcsolution from a Consideration of the 
small investments sent home last Year, & the large sums that would be remit- 
ted on the Company if not restrained. But wc apprehend w’e shall he under 
great Ditficulty to avoid giving Bills of largo Suras of Money hy the December 
Shipping. If w'o should bo necessitated to grant such Bills wo purpose to 
mako.thctn payable on the following Tex’ms. That the Bills though drawn as 
usual at Ninety Days after Sight, shall not ho payable before ouo Twelve Month 
from the A,pceptancc of the Bill,, the Proprietors of- tho Bills to bo allow’d the ■ 
Interest paid hy the Company in England for the Time they are kept out of 
their Money after the ninety Days are expired. 

4il. "M’ George Williamson & others who had money in tlio Company’s 
hands at Interest & have lost their Bonds liaving applied to* us either to renew 
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their Interest Notes or grant them Oertificatos signifying they wore not dis- 
eharff’d at the Capture, Wo took tiicir Case into Consulcrntion & estoeming 
it a great hardship upon those who have lost their Uonds by the Capture of the 
Settlement, Wo have agreed to grant Certificates to such rersons wliose Uonds 
to the best of our Knowledge were not dischargM between of the Ships of last 
Season for Europe & the Loss of this Place, Referring it to your Honours to 
right the Sufferers by ordering the said Bonds to be recc’d or i)aid ns you will 
be able to trace out by the Books & Treasury Accounts sent homo, whether 
these Bonds have been discharged or not. . ‘ , 

* d)2. The Journals of this Presidency balanced & closed to the 30’'' of April 

1755 having found among the Ruins of the Pactory, we have ordered the head 
standing on Balanpe at that Time to be brought forward on^tho JJoolcs now 
opened, that they may he adjusted & settled in future as we got a further 
Knowledge of .the Company’s Credit. 

43. Wo are now to advise yonr“ Honors of the Several sums for which we 
have granted Bills of Exchange *vlP' this Vessel a 2” 8*' ca Current Rupees, tlio 
amount being first accounted for in our TreUsury. One Sett for llw]>ccs Four 
thousand seven hundred fifty-two (4,762-0-0) Current, recc’d of M' W" Nixon 
on acco‘ the Estate of H. Goddard, payable to M' John Goddard & Commelin 
Pigou is list' 634-12-0. 

One Sett for Rupees One thousand five hundred fifty-six twelve annacs 
Three Pice (1,566-12-3) Current, recc’d of Cha* Mnnningham & W*" Franklaud 
Esq"% payable to Adam Dawson Esq' is Lst' 175-2-8. 

One Sett for Rupees three hundred twenty twelve annacs three Pice 
(320-12-3) Current, recc’d of Oha* Manningham & W” Prankland Esq'”, pay- 
able to Captain John Sampson is Lst' 36-1-8. 

One Sett for Rupees three hundred twenty twelve annacs three Pico 
(320-12-3) Current, rece’d of Oha’ Manningham & W” Prankland Esq'” j)ay- 
able to Thomas Saunders Esq* is Lst* 36-1-8. 

. One Sett for Rupees one thousand four hundred ninety-five one annao 
three Pice (1,496-1-3) Current, rece’d of Charles Manningham & W” Prankland 
Esq”’ on account of Miss Eliza Pytche, pay'* to Thomas Pytchc Eso' is 
Lst' 168-3-11. ■'1 


One Sett for Rupees One thousand & eight eleven annacs and Six Pico 
(1,008-11-6) Current, recc’d of M' 'Phomas Rait, payable to Captain Thomas 
Winter is Lst' 113-9-7. 


One Sett for Rupees three thousand eighty-four, six annacs nine pice 
(3,084-6-9) Current, re'ce’d of M' Hugh Baillie, payable to M' W"* Smith 
Kinge is Lst' 347-0-0. ' . , • 

One Sett for Rupees four thousand four hundred fortv-four & seven 
annaes (4,444-7-0) Current, rece’d of M** Prancis Watts, pay'* to M.' W“ Watts 
is Lst*. 500-0-0. 


One Sett for Rupees twenty-nine Thousand ninety-seven and eleven annios 
(29,097-11-0) Current, rece’d of Rodger Drake Jun' Esq' being the PrXce of 
2 Chests of Coral marked R. B. N" 9' & 10 importedSp- Norfolk mrnMo fn 
Mess" Rich" & W“ Barwell is Lst' 3,273-9-9. ^ orioiK, payable to 

One Sett for. Rupees eight hundred eighty-eight fourteen Annas“six Pino - 
E7q'?s^Lst'^l™.0 Mapletoft, payable to Humphry Bellamy 

One Sett for Rupees eight thousand eight hundred eiffhtv 
annaes three Pice (8,888-14-8) Current, rece’d of Charles Mannin^Lm E^i^ nnv^ 
able to Tho’ & Henry Manningham Esq' is Lst'Tl,000-0-0. “ 

One Sett for Rupees one thousand sixty ten annaes nine Pipp n nptn io o\ 
Current, rece’d of Richard Becher Esq' Acco* the Etate of John TTnii 
payable to Mess" Nettleton & Raikes i? Lst' 120-0-0. • “““ 

One Sett for Rupees eight hundred ninety-thfee two nnyinnc cs- -n- 


One Sett for Rupees Six hundred twenty-eight twelve -n- 

Current, Rece’d of M' Culling Smith, pay to Mess" Moore & 

Lst 70-14-9. 
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Obe Siitfc for Rupees four thousand four hundred forty-four, four snnaes 
three Pice Cur‘, Received of Mess” Amyatt & Fullerton being the 

Produce of one Ohest of Ooral marked H. B. ' No. 1 Imported JDelatoar, 
payable to "W” Harwell Esq* Lst* l,4r97-8-2. . . 

One Sett for Rupees two thousand two hundred forty-eight fourteen* annae 
three Pico (2,2‘i8.U-:3) Current. Rcce’d of M* W” Powney.pay" to M*.J6sepli 
fowke list* 253-0-0. 

■ • One Sett for Rupees three thousand, five hundred fifty-five Eight annaes 
nine Pice (3,655-8-9) CuiTcnt, Rece’d of 'Vf® Percival Esq*, payable to M* James 
Adams' & the Rev** M* Geo. Perceval is Lst* ‘400-0-0. . . ’ . 

> One Sett for Rupees Seven hundred Eleven One annae nine Pice (711-1-9) 
- CmTcnt, Recc’d of M* W“ Prightwell Sumner, payable to M* Eras* Howell is 
Lst* 80. - 

One Sett for Rupees One thousand nine hundred fifty-five & nine annaes 
(1,955-9-0) Current, Received of M* Samuel 'Waller, payable to ‘William 
Waller Esq* or order Lst* 220r0-0. 

One Sett for Rupees twenty six Thousand six hundred sixty-six ten annaes 
six Pice (26 J366-10-6) Current, received of W” Eranldand Esq*, payable to 
Prederiek & Thomas Erankland Esq*'* is Lst* 3,000.-0-0. 

One Sett for Rupees Seventeen Thousand seven hundred seventy-seven 
twelve Annaes six Pice (l7,777-12-6)Ourrent, Received of Messieurs Maningham, 
Erankland and Thomas Holmes, payable to Frederick Erankland, Esq'* arid 
S* W“ Russel is Lst* 20,000-0-0. 

' One sett for Rupees thirteen Thousand three hundred thirty-three five 
Anneas three Pice (13,333-6-3) Current, Received of Roger Drake Jun*, Esq*, 

- payable 'to Roger Drake Esq*, is Lst* 1,600-0-0. 

One Sett for Rupees Eight hundred eighty-eight fourteen Annaes three Pice 
(888-14-3) Current, Received of AP Ch* Douglas, payable to Alexander Wedder- 
burn Esq*, Lst! lOO-O-O. 

44. The whole Amount of Bills of Exchange this Vessel is Current 
Rupees i;43, 339-9-3 or Lsterling 16,125-138-9rf. 

46. It fs with the greatest Concern We inform Tour Honours of the Death 
of Admiral Charles Watson who departed this Life of a violent fever on the 
16th Instant. 

We are -with the greatest Respect, 
May it please yourSEtonmu’s, 

Fort William, Tour faithful & Oh^‘ Se^nts<_^ 

August 1757. ROGER DRAKE, JUN'. 

RICH" BEOHBR. 

W. ERANKLAND. 

W. MAOKETT. 

P. AMTATT. 

THO* BODDAM. 


To — The Hou'ble the Secret Committee for AfEairs of the Hon^ble the United , 
Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, — ' ' * 

1. Enclosed we transmit you a Copy of our Letter under Date the 14“* 
July which has been forwarded in Triplicateis Bombay and two Copies will 
he forwarded via Fort S* George; The' importance of it induced us to despatch 
this Vessel (the Diligent Schooner) with another Copy, ivherefore we flatter our 
selves some one or other of these Packets wfil not fafi of reaching England. 

2. Since the Close of that Letter, Nothing very material has occurred. 
-The Country enjoys- at- present a profound Tranquillity and the new Suhah 
seems firmly established in Ms Government being a humane prince and much 
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